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Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to 
catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com and 

follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories and 
photos that feature and affect you and your community.

Young recognizes local student interning 
in Washington, D.C., this fall

The Shops at Perry Crossing 
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U.S. Senator Todd Young (R-Ind.) recently 
recognized Hoosier students who partici-
pated in the fall session of his internship 
program in Washington, D.C. 

The students assisted legislative and 
communications staff with daily activities 
and special projects. The intern class includ-
ed Mason Pickett, a junior from Fort Wayne 
attending Indiana University; Jasmeen Saini, 
a junior from Fishers attending Butler; Mia 
Schul, a junior from West Lafayette attend-
ing Indiana University; and Katelyn Rick-
ert, a junior from Brownsburg attending 
Georgetown University. 

Young’s office offers internship oppor-
tunities year-round, in his Washington, 
D.C., and Indianapolis offices. The intern-
ship program offers students the opportu-
nity to experience the legislative branch of 
government and serve Hoosiers. Students 

COMMUNITY

Mason Pickett (left), Jasmeen Saini, Mia Schul 
and Brownsburg’s Katelyn Rickert stand with U.S. 
Senator Todd Young (center). (Photo provided) 

The Shops at Perry Crossing will host a 
Noon Year’s Eve celebration 10:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Dec. 31. 

The event will feature a red carpet en-
trance, magic show, a countdown to Noon 
Year’s Eve with a balloon drop and a DJ 
dance party from 12-12:30 p.m. 

Attendees can enjoy refreshments from 
participating Shops at Perry Crossing ten-
ants, including a hot chocolate bar by Scha-
kolad Chocolate Factory and popcorn by 
Popakernel. 

The event will be across from Bru Burger. 
Admission is free but limited. Register at 
perry-crossing.com/events.

The Shops at Perry Crossing will host a family-
friendly NYE celebration Dec. 31. (Photo provided)

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

Caption: 

interested in applying can visit Young’s in-
ternship webpage or call (202)-224-5623.
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Brownsburg Town Council approves salary increase, redevelopment bonds 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council heard updates for the third reading and final 
adoption of an ordinance about 2023 salaries for town staff.  

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved two 10-year tax abatement proposals. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Council heard and approved a resolution to authorize bonds 
for redevelopment projects. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Council heard the first reading of an ordinance amending 
property from agricultural (AG) to medium density multi-family residential (M2). 

WHAT IT MEANS: The public has raised 
concerns about a proposed salary increase 
for council members. During the public 
comments, David Wyant and Cindy 
Hohman both spoke against the increase 
for the council. Councilman Brian Jessen 
also read a letter from resident Rob Kendal, 
asking the council to reject the raise. 

“Wouldn’t a quality person be someone 
who does it because they love the town and 
as a public service? No one takes this job be-
cause of the pay. To say you have raised the 
pay in order to attract people is ludicrous. It 
isn’t about the pay; it’s about wanting to be 
a part of the community. It’s about service,” 
said Hohman. 

Council vice president Ben Lacey said 
council salaries have not been adjusted since 
2007. The proposed increase would have 
amounted to a .07 increase year over year. 

Information provided by town staff said 
municipalities such as Plainfield, Westfield 
and Fishers range between $15,000-$22,000 

annually per council member. Brownsburg 
currently pays $13,703, and the raise would 
have given each member $18,791 annually. 
This includes the $2,000 decrease suggest-
ed at the beginning of discussions. 

“We have a servitude and participation 
problem as a society and there needs to be 
other incentives for people to volunteer. I 
want to suggest forming a committee for 
salary review every year. We haven’t done 
a very good job of maintaining this in the 
past,” Lacey said. 

Councilman Chris Worley and council 
president Travis Tscheann both spoke in fa-
vor of the proposed salary increases. 

A motion to approve the ordinance and 
a motion to approve the ordinance with an 
amendment, removing the salary increase 
for council members only were made. The 
amendment was not passed, and the or-
dinance with no changes passed 3-2, with 
Matt Simpson and Jessen opposing. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The vacant former Marsh property, 843 E. Main St., sold to HMD Motors, 
and the Don Schumacher Motorsports, 1681 E Northfield Drive, were considered for the tax 
abatement. 

HMD anticipates adding 13 jobs over the next five years. Don Schumacher plans to ex-
pand, building an additional 32,000 square feet. Their investment will equal $3.5 million, 
and they plan to add 30 jobs over the next several years. 

The ordinance was passed unanimously on first reading. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Town manager Debbie Cook said the town has interest in purchasing 
nine parcels of land east of Brownsburg Town Hall. Cook said Main Street redevelopment 
is important for the community calling it, “the catalyst for the redevelopment and infill 
process.” The bond will not exceed $4.5 million and includes funding, improvements, 
demolition, clearance and more. The council unanimously approved the bond request.  

WHAT IT MEANS: Located on the southeast corner of Bicentennial and B&O trails, the 
petitioner plans to build 65 townhomes just south of County Road 300 and call the 
development Liberty Junction. The rezone came with a favorable recommendation from 
the Advisory Planning Commission with a request that the tree preservation plan remains 
intact and the homeowners association care for street design and maintenance. The council 
approved the first reading unanimously. 

Compiled By Melissa Gibson

The Brownsburg Town Council met Dec. 15 for a regular meeting at the Brownsburg 
Town Hall. The next meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Jan. 12 at 61 N. Green St., Brownsburg. 

Get the specialty care your child needs
Our specialists are ready to care for your family

Our care teams at Peyton Manning Children’s Hospital are ready to care for you and your child. It’s important  
not to put off your child’s essential health needs — from managing a chronic condition to getting emergency care. 

Get essential and specialty care
Specialty clinic visits for heart care and diabetes, and 
essential treatments such as chemotherapy and dialysis, 
are critical to your child’s health. We’ll work with your 
family on a personalized care plan.

Ask about telehealth options 
Many specialists are offering virtual visits by phone or 
video, so your child can get care without leaving home.  
Call to discuss the best option for your child’s care. 

Act quickly in an emergency 
If your child has a serious injury or illness, our pediatric emergency 
rooms are open 24/7, with care that is right for your child and 
connected to our network of specialists.

If your child is experiencing a life-threatening emergency,  
go directly to the ER or dial 911.

Get the care you need at GetPeytonManningCare.com.

© Ascension 2022. All rights reserved.



December 30, 2022
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

4 COMMUNITY

“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean  
and staff go above and beyond to make sure the customer  

is always happy. If you are looking for a honest and 
dependable place for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiffany P.

AC/EVAC &  
RECHARGE 

SPECIAL

$$12912999 99 
(Normally $159.99)

With coupons only. Most cars.  
Not valid with any other offers. Exp 1/31/23

CODE:  ICON 

WINTER OIL  
CHANGE SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change 
Synthetic Blend Motor Oil Only

$$49490000
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax.  Most cars and light trucks  

up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off filters. With coupon. Not valid with any 
other offers. Canister filters extra if required. Exp 1/31/23

CODE: ICON  *offer not good for synthetic oil change

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com  
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon

Plainfield Town Council amends zoning 
ordinance, approves road enhancements

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved several road improvements, including 
a final contract amount of $2,619,256.87 for the Camby Road-Quaker Boulevard 
Intersection Improvements project with Rieth-Riley Construction Company, 
$2,025,912.70 for the Quaker Boulevard Concrete Pavement Patching project 
with Rieth-Riley Construction Company and to release retainage of $99,998 with 
accrued interest for the Quaker Boulevard Concrete Pavement Patching project 
with Rieth-Riley Construction.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved an ordinance on first reading to amend 
the Plainfield Zoning Ordinance in relation to Stanley Terrace Rezone and PUD 
Amendments.

WHAT IT MEANS: These improvements include stormwater management, mulched 
seeding, sign posts, curb revision for the Camby Road-Quaker Boulevard intersection and 
patching, snowplowable raised pavement marker and more for the Quaker Boulevard 
Concrete Pavement Patching project.

WHAT IT MEANS: This amendment would rezone .236 acres from medium density 
residential to the Stanley Terrace Planned Unit Development (PUD) classification. 

Compiled by Nicole Davis

The Plainfield Town Council met Dec. 12 for a regular meeting. The council meets at 6 
p.m. for a work session and 7 p.m. for a council meeting on the second and fourth Mondays 
each month at 591 Moon Road. Agendas and meeting minutes can be found at townof-
plainfield.com. The next meeting is scheduled for Dec. 22. The ICON will report on that 
meeting in a future issue.

For Jay, the thing that pained him most wasn’t his back, it was living within 
the limits his back pain set for him. Skipping workouts. Contorting to pick 
up a shoe. Avoiding playing with Agnes. Now that Goodman Campbell 
physicians treated not only his pain, but the underlying spine issues 
that caused it, Jay is back to living the life he loves. 

Learn more about Jay and his story at GoodmanCampbell.com.

I’M BACK TO LIVING
A NORMAL LIFE.

-

Jay R.,
Goodman 
Campbell 
Patient

” 
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By Peg McRoy Glover

Sheriff Brett Clark retires at the end of 
this year after serving over 33 years as a law 
enforcement officer. He calls his retirement 
bittersweet because he loves what he does 
and would like to continue, but Indiana is a 
two-term limited state, and he has served 
two four-year terms.

He has accomplished a great deal in 
those eight years and has much to be proud 
of. The one legacy that he considers his 
standout is building the new Hendricks 
County Jail. 

“The whole idea was tying this build-
ing to the community. To me, Danville has 
always been a place to come home to. It is 
the seat of the county, and it has a lot of his-
torical buildings,” said Clark. “I think this new 
jail is keeping with those concepts. I hope 
when people see the new jail, they will get 
that same kind of feeling.”

The entry into the building is a nod to 
the county courthouse that was completed 
in 1914. While the entry can’t compare to 
the courthouse rotunda, there is a 10-foot 
skylight that shines over a terrazzo tile Hen-
dricks County Sheriff’s five-pointed star em-
blem laid into the floor.  

In the conference room hangs a Grand 
Army of the Republic (GAR) lamp fixture 
that was original to the courthouse. 

“We found that lamp fixture in the base-
ment of the courthouse that had probably 
been stored there for 80 years,” said Clark. 
“At first it was thought that it had some-
thing to do with the sheriff’s department 
because it has five-point stars on it. It was 
designed for the GAR which was a Civil War 
veterans group. They also used a five-point-
ed star in their emblem. Some inmates re-
furbished and rewired it and now it hangs in 
the new jail conference room.”

Clark’s experience, keen eye for safety, 
and the anticipated growth in Hendricks 
County served central to the design of the 
new jail.

Hendricks County Sheriff Brett Clark retires from post

GETTING TO KNOW BRETT CLARK
Sheriff Brett Clark is retiring after 33 
years of service in law enforcement.  He 
did a Q&A with the ICON:
Q: What do you enjoy doing in your 
spare time? 

A: In the past couple of summers, I 
took up beekeeping and we do hon-
ey. I also like to motorcycle. I have a 
really nice Indian motorcycle that we 
like to ride. I like live music, too, and 
am a large fan of the Grateful Dead. 
I practice yoga three to four times 
a week and have for the last five 
years. Every June 21, on the summer 

solstice, I do about an hour and half 
of sun salutations (a sequence of 12 
flowing yoga postures). 

Q: What do you like to read? 
A: Most of the books you will find in 
my library are on leadership. I like to 
read spiritual books, too, such as “The 
Great Divorce” by C.S. Lewis, and, of 
course, books on yoga.

Q: What kind of movies do you like to 
see? 

A: I like comedies such as the ones 
with Jim Carey in them. 

It houses administration, the detectives, 
the fleet and of course the jail. The opera-
tional center has receiving, cooking, laun-
dry, processing and a garage.  

There are two jail pods, meaning that a 
central observation area for guards is sur-
rounded by a group of pods that are inmate 
living areas. The officers’ observation posts 
have state-of-the art observation and safety 
technology. 

“When we built this facility, we also 
looked at estimates of crime based on pop-
ulation growth,” said Clark. “Hendricks Coun-
ty is one of the fastest growing counties.” 

While Clark is first to say that the ideal 
situation is that there won’t ever be a need 
to add onto the building, there is room on 
the land for a third pod. 

Last March a group from the National 
Association of Women in Construction (NA-
WIC) toured the facility. 

Debra Roland, NAWIC member, past pres-
ident, and director of the board was in that 
tour group.

“I toured the new Hendricks County Jail 

all of our questions. It was a thrill to see this 
new building in progress.”

Clark plans to go into consulting. He will 
bring to the table a sheriff’s perspective 
when it comes to designing correction facil-
ities. He also brings a wealth of knowledge 
from the boards he has served on such as 
the National Sheriffs’ Institute and National 
Sheriffs’ Association. 

“In looking back on these eight years, I 
think my main focus was probably around 
the issues related to mental health in jails 
and how we could improve our efforts 
there,” said Clark. 

He won the 2022 Gloria Goeglein award 
for his work related to mental illness and 
law enforcement from the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness.

He and his wife Karie have two grown 
sons, Chance and Jack. They look forward to 
traveling, riding that Indian motorcycle and 
attending more concerts.

“Karie has been there with me through 
all of this,” said Clark. “She really is a great 
partner.”

As he looks over his shoulder as he exits 
that new office, Clark can rest assured that 
in his 33 years of service to this community 
he has given it his best. 

during WIC Week (Women in Construction),” 
said Roland. “The administrative offices and 
one of the two pods were completed. I was 
amazed at the technology and thought pro-
cess that went into designing the new jail. 
It kept in mind not only the comfort of the 
prisoners but also the safety and security 
of the guards. Sheriff Clark was a wonderful 
host, very accommodating and answered 

Sheriff Brett Clark 
worked in law 
enforcement for 
33 years, and one 
of his greatest 
accomplishments 
is leading 
construction of 
the new Hendricks 
County Jail. (Photo 
provided by Karie 
Clark) 

For questions email linda@icontimes.com

AVON AMERICAN LEGION  
POST 145 AUXILIARY FUNDRAISER
Friday, January 6th at 7:00pm

Dinner begins at 6:00pm
$20 for Euchre

$25 for Euchre and Dinner
Open to the public.
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By Peg McRoy Glover

Army Sergeant Amber Rideout comes 
from a military family. 

At one point in Amber Rideout’s life, her 
parents, sister, three brothers and husband 
Donald were all serving in the military, earn-
ing them the distinction of being an eight-
star Blue Star Family. 

A Blue Star family is the immediate family 
of a United States military person serving 
during a war. That family is given a banner 
or banners with one star for each family 
member serving in the military. 

Every December, under the leadership 
of Vietnam veteran Ralph “Zoc” Zoccolillo, 
The Indiana Blue Star Family Program hosts 
a Spirit of Christmas event at the Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and Conference 
Complex. This year 16 families in need were 
provided gift cards, gifts, and a day of fes-
tivities filled with food and fun.

The gift cards are generous to help the 
families cover various holiday costs. The 
gifts are tailored to each family and pur-
chased from individual wish lists. 

Rideout grew up helping this organiza-
tion alongside her family. 

“For years my family would volunteer for 
the event by wrapping gifts, being elves, 
helping the families and coordinating the 

Blue Star families 
participant goes from 
volunteer to recipient

COVER STORY

BLUE STAR BANNER
The Blue Star Banner is a red ban-

ner with a white field in the center for 
the placement of blue stars that indi-
cate the family has a member serving 
in the military during war time. Ban-
ners can have up to five stars. If some-
one dies a gold star can be placed 
over the blue star. 

The banner was designed in 1917 
by Army Capt. Robert L. Queisser who 
had two sons on the front line during 
WWI. It was quickly embraced by oth-
er families who also had loved ones 
serving. Interest in the banner waned 
during the Korean and Vietnam wars, 
but  in 2001 the American Legion 
instituted the blue star program on a 
national level.  

Blue Star Families was started in 2009 
by military spouses to be a resource of 
support for military families. To find out 
more go to bluestarfam.org. 

activities,” said Rideout. “At the wrapping 
party prior to the event, the gifts are sepa-
rated by families, and all of the volunteers 
wrap them. It is a wonderful way to show 
kids the importance and joy in giving.”

She met her husband in 2010 in Af-
ghanistan when they were both serving in 
the Army. Five months later they married. 
Following the end of their deployment in 
Afghanistan and the beginning of their mar-
riage, they bought a home in Brownsburg 
and had two kids. Kingston was born in 
2011 and Scarlett in 2015.  

Following her family’s tradition, she got 
her family involved helping with the Spirit 
of Christmas. A couple of years ago they got 
to fly in the Huey helicopter that delivered 
Santa and Mrs. Claus to the fairgrounds. 

“It was really cool being in the Huey, and 
the kids were so excited,” said Rideout. “At 
the event the kids took pictures and passed 
out candy canes. I helped with the gifts and 
families.” 

Then in November 2021 the unthink-
able happened when her husband Donald 
passed away. 

“I have known Zoc and many of the other 
volunteers since I was a kid,” said Rideout. 
“After my husband passed last year, he 
asked if we wanted to be one of the families 
that is given gifts at the Spirit of Christmas. 
I was just super grateful, honored and over-
whelmed.”

Prior to being named one of the 16 fami-
lies, she worked at hiding her emotions as 
she was unsure how she was going to be 

able to provide Christmas for her family. 
“I was just going through the motions 

because I was overwhelmed with pain. I had 
no idea how I was going to do any of this,” 
said Rideout. “Then when Zoc asked me if 
we would be one of the families, I started 
crying. I never thought I would be in this 
situation. I remember that when we arrived 
that day, we had our own table with gifts 
and we were presented with a large card-
board check representing our gift card.”

Rideout had never seen her family on the 
receiving end of this event. It was shocking 
and humbling to go from volunteering to 
receiving. 

“We like to be the ones giving and help-
ing,” said Rideout. “We’ve always done this 
so people can see the good in the world 
when they are having a hard time.” 

After the presentation Rideout remem-
bers hugging Zoc and crying because her 
heart felt full during a time when she felt 
hopeless.

“My favorite thing about this program is 
that they take the time to know you and your 
family,” said Rideout. “Even after you are not 
one of the 16 families anymore, they don’t 
forget about you. They check on you and see 
how you are doing. Because of that I don’t 
feel completely alone. Zoc never fails to take 
a phone call and will find a way to help.”   

This year, after a powerful year of unex-
pected events, the Rideouts are back to 
being on the volunteer side of the Spirit 
of Christmas. It is obvious that this family’s 
dedication will never waiver.

ON THE COVER:  For years Amber Rideout 
volunteered to provide Christmas for fellow Blue 
Star military families. She received gifts in 2021 after 
her husband Donald died and has come full circle 
volunteering again in 2022. (photo submitted by Blue 
Star)

Enjoying the Blue Star Celebration, Emma Hall, Maddie Means and Khloe Hall (photo submitted by Blue Star)
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Avon Town Council 
approves trail connections

WHAT HAPPENED: A proposal between the town and CHA Consulting was 
presented to update the town’s bike and pedestrian master plan that was last 
updated in 2010. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved a resolution that authorizes acquisition 
of right-of-way property on both sides of Hurst Drive in Avon Heights to make 
improvements to the transportation and drainage systems.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council voted 4-1 to approve an ordinance and abolish the 
Avon Town Court. Councilman Greg Zusan dissented. This ordinance is introduced 
every four years for consideration. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved an agreement with Banning Engineering 
to design and prepare a construction plan for the White Lick Creek multi-use path 
extension.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved a resolution declaring the property at 8838 E. 
CR 100 S. an economic revitalization area. 

WHAT IT MEANS: CHA will update the existing trail and sidewalk geographic information 
system mapping database including the town’s boundaries, trails, sidewalks, land use, 
parcels, roads utilities, etc. They will also review the town’s data collection information on 
such items as completed development projects, pending and funded project plans and 
current zoning ordinances. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The acquisition will allow for improvements to facilitate traffic and 
stormwater movement. This project called the Avon Heights Drainage Project is not 
to exceed $15,000, including its continued maintenance and upkeep. Avon Heights is 
currently on well and septic systems. Homeowners have had a long-time problem with 
standing water on their properties. This project will help drain that water and improve the 
overall drainage in the area. 

WHAT IT MEANS: During discussion council members noted town court has operated in 
the red for many years. Council considered the value provided to taxpayers because most 
courts operate in the red. The county commission regularly sends a deputy prosecutor to 
the Avon courts for hearing, duplicating costs for Avon taxpayers. The county has the courts 
and personnel to meet these needs in Danville. All services will proceed as usual, just at a 
different location. Money saved will be diverted to other town services. The council can 
reinstate the court if deemed necessary. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The extension is north of the Avon Junior Athletic Association fields. 
The new path will connect White Lick Creek Trail with Murphy Aquatic Park. Banning will 
also address area drainage issues and conduct the pre-construction planning in three 
phases. The first phase will address preliminary services such as wetland delineation and 
endangered species habitat assessment. The second phase will cover project management 
and utility coordination. Phase three will be the bidding and construction process. Banning 
will be paid a fixed fee of $56,480. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Development company Radial wants to build a 740,000 square foot 
building for a third-party ecommerce fulfillment center. The property is owned by Chicago 
Industrial Investments and will be developed by Radial. They are seeking a five-year 50% tax 
abatement. A public hearing will be held Jan. 12. 

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Avon Town Council met Dec. 15. Meetings can be viewed on the town’s social media 
accounts. The council meets at 7 p.m. at Avon Town Hall, 6570 E. U.S. 36. The next sched-
uled meeting is Jan. 12. 
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  
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More than $2 million is headed to Hendricks 
County communities to accelerate road and 
bridge improvements, according to local legisla-
tors. 

State Rep. Jeff Thompson (R-Lizton) said local 
funding from the Community Crossings Match-
ing Grant Program is for road and bridge pres-
ervation, road reconstruction, intersection im-
provements, guardrail replacements and signage. 
It can cover material costs for chip sealing and 

crack filling operations.
Across the state 229 towns, cities and counties 

will receive over $119 million in state matching 
grants. 

Area grant recipients include: Hendricks Coun-
ty, $322,005; Lizton, $276,944; Pittsboro, $506,624 
and Plainfield, $975,171. 

State Rep. Greg Steuerwald (R-Avon) said 
smaller municipalities provide a 25% match in lo-
cal funds, while large communities provide a 50% 
match. State law requires 50% of the available 
matching funds be awarded annually to commu-
nities within counties with a population of 50,000 
or fewer. Visit in.gov/indot/communitycrossings.

$$2 MILLION2 MILLION

Cotten

Hendricks Symphonic Society 
enjoys its 16th year of performances

By Nichole Meloche

In spring 2007, Maestro Benjamin Del 
Vecchio noted a lack of orchestras around 
Hendricks County for a reasonable price. 
So, he hosted auditions and formed an or-
chestra with 75 members and a chorus of 
85 members. Combining the orchestra and 
chorus, Del Vecchio formed the Hendricks 
Symphonic Society. 

Through support from the Hendricks 
County Community Foundation and the 
Town of Avon, the Hendricks Symphony ex-
panded its season to include more perfor-
mances. In addition to their regular indoor 
performances, they perform each summer 
at a park in Hendricks County. 

Del Vecchio stepped down from the 
symphony in 
August. Amy 
Eggleston is 
the interim 
conductor.

Board 
president Dr. 
Albert Lilly 
has played the 

Long-time Avon head 
football coach ends tenure

Plainfield to hold public input meeting about 
intersection improvements

Staff report

Avon High School varsity football head coach Mark Bless an-
nounced that he is retiring from coaching. 

He hangs up his whistle after 13 years at AHS and 38 years overall. 
Bless’ teams won more than 66% of the games he coached. He accu-

mulated a 92-56 record at AHS and a 241-123 record overall.  
“Mark Bless exemplifies the pillars of Avon football: tradition, pas-

sion, honor,” said AHS principal Matt Shockley. “Mark built a respected 
football tradition based upon student athletes’ love for the game and 
each other. Mark is a man of integrity, and he expected his players and 
staff to conduct themselves in a manner that honored themselves, 
their families, the program and our school.” 

Avon football coach Mark Bless is retiring from coaching after 13 years at AHS and 
38 years overall. (Photo provided by Avon Community School Corporation)

HENDRICKS SYMPHONIC 
SOCIETY
The orchestra and chorus are in the 
midst of their 16th season perform-
ing in Hendricks County.

Upcoming concerts: 
Feb. 5: Chamber Music XVI 
Feb. 24 and 26: Scenic America
April 28 and 30: Our World
Website: HendricksSymphony.org

principal trumpet in the group for the past 
11 seasons. 

“I enjoy seeing the folks react to the 
works we play with the joy of the season, 
seeing children at an orchestra concert 
when they may have never heard one be-
fore, and being amazed by it,” said. Lilly. “We 
perform for our audience, and the energy 
we get from them makes us better.” 

The symphony orchestra just performed 
its annual Sounds of the Season concert, 
and their next performances will take stage 
in February. 

Viola player Debbie Botts moved to Hen-
dricks County three years ago, heard about 
the symphony and wanted to be part of the 
organization.

“I moved to Hendricks County three years 
ago and I heard about the Symphony,” said 
Debbie Botts, who has played the viola for 
two years with the Symphony. “I auditioned 
and they let me join them. They’re a great 
group of people.” 

Each year, the Hendricks Symphony So-
ciety offers scholarships to high school and 

college students who play with the sym-
phony. Eligible high school students can 
receive up to $500 and college students 
can receive up to $1,000. In addition, the 
Hendricks Symphony has invited the choirs 
from Plainfield and Avon High Schools to 
play with them. The student orchestras from 
Avon and Brownsburg High Schools have 
also performed with them in the past. 

Staff report

The Town of Plainfield will hold two public infor-
mation sessions regarding the County Road 300 S 
and Avon Avenue intersection improvement project. 
The purpose is to inform and obtain the public’s feed-
back regarding the proposed project and the alterna-
tives being evaluated. 

Meetings will be 4:30-6 p.m. and 6-7:30 p.m. Jan. 
12 at the Richard A. Carlucci Recreation & Aquatic 
Center, Room 139, 651 Vestal Road, Plainfield.

Each session will have a short video presentation 
followed by an informal open house to view project 
alternatives and interact with the project team. The 
public can arrive at any time during the sessions. 

The video presentation and alternative exhibits will 
be posted online ahead of the meeting at CR300an-
dAvonAve.com. 

Contact Sarah Everhart, American Structurepoint, 
at (317) 547-5580 or severhart@structurepoint.com. 
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HENDRICKS REGIONAL HEALTH 
CELEBRATES THE UNSTOPPABLE 

SPIRIT OF TOMORROW’S LEADERS
A feature in the Hendricks County ICON  

highlighting leaders of tomorrow.

By Mike Beas

It would seem the similarities between singing in pub-
lic and navigating one’s way around a bow and arrow 
would be few and far between.

And yet Owen Smith, a third grader at River Birch El-
ementary School in Avon, is on target in both cases.

In fact, when questioned if he prefers lending his voice 
to the Indianapolis Children’s Choir to his other passion, 
archery, Smith, 9, pauses as he weighs his options.

“That’s a good question. I really like them both,” said 
Smith. “With both, it feels like I’m doing something I really, 
really, really enjoy. I really like to sing. It’s something I’ve 
discovered recently.

“It’s fun singing in front of a lot of people. I’ve told my 
mom I’m going to stick with choir through high school.”

Smith is part of the Hendricks County branch of the 
Indianapolis Children’s Choir, a group of approximately 
10-12 singers that rehearses every Thursday evening from 
6-7:15 p.m. at Chapel Hill United Methodist Church on the 
Westside of Indianapolis.

He is a member of the beginning level choir, which 
combines voices with members of other area branches to 
form the group of singers exhibiting their talents for vari-
ous shows throughout the calendar year.

This includes Smith being part of the ICC’s Christmas 
event, “Gloria,” that took place Dec. 17 at the Second Pres-
byterian Church in Indianapolis.

Looking ahead, the Indianapolis Children’s Choir is 
scheduled to present concerts in March and May, the for-
mer, a water-themed presentation of, “Drop,” taking place 
inside the Hilbert Circle Theatre in Indianapolis. On May 6, 

Smith will take part in the show titled, “Unity,” at St. Luke’s 
United Methodist Church, 100 W. 86th St., Indianapolis.

The May concert is a tribute to how music possesses 
the ability to teach, heal and unify us as a community.

Overall, the Indianapolis Children’s Choir is comprised 
of 600 kids ranging in age from kindergarten through 
12th grade.

“This is Owen’s second year in the Indianapolis Chil-
dren’s Choir,” said his mother, Annette. “They do a one-
week camp every summer that’s open to everyone, and 
Owen went to it a couple years ago and thought it was 
wonderful.

“I thought it was wonderful because I was involved 
in music as a child and thought it was great. The one he 
went to was called, ‘Dare to Dream.’”

Owen Smith sings alto in the choir. Another interest of 
his are medieval weapons such as swords and bows and 
arrows.

An unusual mix, perhaps, but whether singing or aim-
ing at a target attached to the front of a hay bale at Rac-
coon State Park in Rockville, Smith is in his element.

“Owen always stands out to me because he’s always 
enthusiastic,” said Abbie Hunter, who teaches at Danville 
Middle School and is director for the beginning and pre-
paratory levels of Hendricks County branch of the India-
napolis Children’s Choir.

“He’s very musically talented and knowledgeable, as 
well. The biggest thing we encourage with the kids is to 
have their other multiple interests. The variety of musical 
repertoire helps, too.”

AVON THIRD-GRADER ON TARGET AS PART OF 
INDIANAPOLIS CHILDREN’S CHOIR

2022-2023

TREATMENT OF
SEPSIS

FIVE-STAR
RECIPIENT

2021-2023

TREATMENT OF
CHRONIC OBSTRUCTIVE

PULMONARY DISEASE

FIVE-STAR
RECIPIENT

2008-2022

PATIENT
EXPERIENCE
AWARDTM

OUTSTANDING

2022-2023

TREATMENT OF
PNEUMONIA

FIVE-STAR
RECIPIENT

2022-2023

TREATMENT OF
HEART FAILURE

FIVE-STAR
RECIPIENT

MARSHA, RN
AvonTOP 10% IN THE   

nation for critical care.

Avon’s Owen Smith has multiple talents ranging from singing in the 
Indianapolis Children’s Choir to archery. (Photo provided by Smith 
family)
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BEHIND EVERY STRONG HIP IS A 
HIGHLY SKILLED ORTHOPEDICS TEAM
Successful outcomes. A smooth recovery. When you’re ready to get moving again, the hip replacement 
experts are with you every step of the way at Indiana University Health. Find out more at iuhealth.org/joints.

Hendricks County ICONIC Athlete

IN A ZONE
By Mike Beas

Should Cameryn Rector’s record-breaking eighth 3-pointer in 
one game become a trivia question, the specifics are as follows:

Fourth quarter of a 70-50 victory at Greencastle…late in the 
game…launched from the left wing.

Rector, a 5-foot-6 senior who plays the 2-guard position for the 
Danville girls basketball team, is second in scoring (11.6 ppg) in 
the Warriors’ 10-2 season through a 65-18 defeat of visiting South-
mont on Dec. 9. Twice she’s scored 20 or more points this season, 
including pouring in 26 in the romp over the Tiger Cubs.

The senior’s court contributions have also included eight assists 
in a win over Crawfordsville and six steals against Speedway.

Rector, who carries a 4.07 grade point average, is ranked 10th 
academically in Danville’s senior class. Moreover, she’s a tri-captain 
on the 2022-2023 Warriors basketball team, along with seniors Isa-
belle Wooten and Jocelyn Pearcy.

“Cameryn leads by example on and off the court,” said 10th-
year Danville coach Kaley May, who’s guided the program to five 
sectional and two regional championships. “The kind of kid who 
keeps everyone focused and on the same page.

“She is also our best on-ball defender, so she always draws the 
other team’s best guard.” 

Rector did a Q&A with ICON:

Describe the scenario that led to your program-record eighth 
3-pointer?

The game was going in our direction. I had made seven 3s. It 
was close to the end of the game, and my coach looked at me 
and said to shoot again.

What are some of the school activities you’re involved with at 
Danville High School?

I’m vice president of student council, and I’m in National 
Honor Society. I’m in 4-H, so this past summer I was crowned 
Miss Hendricks County. It was a really good way to grow my 
leadership skills away from basketball. In basketball, it’s more 
learning how to work together. In this sense, people are only 
looking to me, and I definitely learned from it.

As a team tri-captain, how do you see your role?
I definitely take a lot of pride in the players listening to the 

Danville guard breaks 
single-game record for 3-pointers 

Notables
Compiled by Mike Beas

The Avon boys basketball team evened 
its record at 2-2 with a 77-54 win over 
visiting Terre Haute North. Junior Jordan 
Lomax led the way for the Orioles with 21 
points, while senior Daniel Eck chipped 
in 18. Eck cleaned the glass for seven re-
bounds, blocked two shots and distributed 
three assists. Lomax had a team-best five as-
sists, while sophomore Kendrick Dunmore 
finished with seven boards and two blocks 
of his own.

In Mid-State Conference action, host 
Plainfield used a strong second-half perfor-
mance to defeat Martinsville, 66-43. Juniors 
Eli Ellis and Collin Schmidt tallied 21 and 
19 points, respectively, for the Quakers. 
Ellis had five assists and Schmidt seven re-
bounds to lead the team in those areas. Se-
nior Grant Irwin finished with five boards, 
three assists and a pair of steals as Plainfield 
improved to 4-1.

The Quakers girls squad lost at Center 
Grove, 54-31, though junior Peyton Benge 
did score 15 points for Plainfield, followed 
by freshman Berkeley Williams with seven. 
Benge also produced seven rebounds and 
four assists; sophomore Ellison Stewart 
had six rebounds, five assists and five steals.

Tri-West boys basketball won over visit-
ing West Lafayette, 58-51, behind 17 points 
from junior Max Robertson and another 
13 from Drew Miller, another junior. Bruins 
senior Karan Deep collected eight re-
bounds with Robertson dishing eight assists 
to Miller’s seven. Robertson also had seven 
rebounds.

Bedford North Lawrence scored a 59-43 
win at Brownsburg in girls hoops. Sopho-
more Avery Gordon paced the Bulldogs 
with 20 points, seven rebounds and three 
blocks. Senior Kailyn Terrell had seven as-
sists, while sophomore Morgan Montgom-
ery had four rebounds.

Danville 2 guard Cameryn Rector broke a school record making eight 3-point 
shots in one game. (Photo provided by Rector)

three seniors. It’s really a team effort. I’ve usually been pretty 
confident being a vocal leader.

Do you play any other sports?
No, I do not. I used to play volleyball my freshmen and 
sophomore years, but I decided to focus on basketball.

Do you know where you’ll be attending college after 
graduating from Danville High School?

I don’t, but I am planning on playing basketball. I absolutely 
love it, and it’s something I’m not ready to move on from. My 
top two choices are probably Aurora (Illinois) University and 
IU Kokomo, and I plan to major in sports management. It’s 
an opportunity to stay connected to sports when I’m not the 
actual player.
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Cadets wrestling off to 
impressive start to season

By Mike Beas

In wrestling-crazed Hendricks County, it’s 
easy to overlook the accomplishments of 
the smallest high school.

Credit to Cascade for making it increas-
ingly difficult.

Not only did the Cadets jump out to a 
14-0 start this season, the program, led by 
second-year coach and 2015 Avon graduate 
Quinn Harris, has four wrestlers ranked in 
the state’s top 20 in their respective weight 
class.

Senior Michael Hutchison (14-0 this sea-
son) leads the way as Indiana’s sixth-ranked 
160-pounder; classmates Liam Farmer (10th, 
170), Logan Bickel (11th, 120, 9-0) and de-
fending state finalist Dominic McFeeley 
(19th, 126, 12-2) are in the mix, as well.

Farmer, who suffered a broken leg late 
in the football season, hasn’t wrestled this 
season, but could return as early as late-
December.

“To have four wrestlers ranked at the 
same time has never happened here be-
fore,” said Harris. “More than anything, it’s 

awesome to see kids get recognition, and 
that things like this can happen at Cascade.”

Aside from the ranked wrestlers, Cas-
cade’s lineup this season has been: Lo-
gan Schnarr (106), Ashten Oldham (113), 
Brayden Burelison (132), Dane Hendricks or 
Davion Robinson (138), Carter Hutchison 
(145), Dayton Mink (152), Duncan White 
(170), Dyson Adkins or Caiden Clements 
(182), Braxton Lewis (195), Walker Van Ness 
(220) and Cyle Sullivan (285).

Cascade is ranked third in Indiana among 
Class 1A teams.

Early in the season, the Cadets began 
turning heads with a 41-31 victory over 
Floyd Central, then the state’s No. 3 squad in 
3A, at the Edgewood Invitational.

“We knew coming into this season that 
after losing only two seniors that we were 
still going to be extremely competitive,” said 
Harris. “The seniors are being great leaders, 
but it’s been impressive how the juniors and 
sophomores have jumped in skill and abil-
ity. They’ve really grown as wrestlers.”

The seven seniors on the dominant 2022-23 Cascade wrestling team include Logan Bicke (left), Denver 
McConnell, Michael Hutchison, Liam Farmer, Walker Van Ness, Dyson Adkins and Dominic McFeeley. (Photo 
provided)

Plainfield Lions gives Christmas card 
wishes for nursing home residents

The Plainfield Lions Club gives gratitude 
and believe it is important to spread Christ-
mas cheer and let folks in the retirement 
homes know they are important and missed 
this holiday season. More than 380 Christ-
mas cards were distributed to the Plainfield 
Health Care Center, Cumberland Trace and 

Sugar Grove Senior Living and The Oaks at 
Plainfield by club members 

“Visitation is different, and the holidays 
are difficult when you can not see your fam-
ilies in person,” said club president Tom Iles. 
“It lets loved ones know that they haven’t 
been forgotten.”

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM
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Countryside Meadows in Avon. He was born 
in Indianapolis, Ind., July 24, 1938, the only 
child of Michael D. and Marie M. (Gumbel) 
Dugan. Joe graduated from 
Brownsburg High School with 
the Class of 1957, and in 1959 
he took a chance on a blind 
date, and on April 5, 1961, 
he and Connie F. (Caskey) 
Dugan were married. They 
completed their family with 
the birth of their daughter, 
Andrea. Joe coached Andrea’s softball teams 
for many years and continued to be active 
in the Avon Junior Athletic Association as a 
volunteer, coordinator, coach and president. 
If he wasn’t coaching, he was playing on 50 
and over softball leagues in Indianapolis 
and pitching until the ripe age of 75. He 
was a charter member of the Avon Rotary 
Club and responsible for organizing the 
annual golf outing, which has become one 
of the largest rotary fundraisers for college 
scholarships. Although Joe did not play golf 
much, he enjoyed giving back by organizing 
the golf outing, and five years ago, the golf 
outing was renamed the Annual Joe Dugan 
Golf Open Scramble. He also initiated 
An Apple for the Educators program for 
Rotary, recognizing Washington Township 
Educators. He always made sure he could go 
to his grandchildren’s schools to honor the 
teacher and of course see his grandchildren. 
He was an active member of Bartlett Chapel 
Methodist Church, volunteering as treasurer 
and other committees and coaching their 
softball team for many years. Joe proudly 
served his country in the U.S. Army, serving 
18 months active duty and four years in the 
reserves during the Berlin Crisis. He was 
honorably discharged in 1966. Joe made his 
career with Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance 
company, starting in the mailroom and 
working his way up to retiring after 42 years 
of service as senior vice president in 1999. 
Joe was an Irish boy at heart and enjoyed 
watching Notre Dame football and passing 
on his love of Notre Dame to his family. He 
was also a big fan of the Pittsburgh Pirates, 
as he grew up listening to Pirates ballgames 
on the radio with his dad. Most of all, he 
cherished his grandchildren, and they were 
his pride and joy. He was able to enjoy 
caring for his grandchildren when they 
were born until they started school, and he 
could be found pulling them around the 
neighborhood in the little red wagon and 
attending all of their events and activities 
until his health prevented him from doing 
so. Joe was a humble man with a strong 
faith who enjoyed helping others quietly. 
Joe is survived by his loving wife of 61 
years, Connie F. Dugan of Brownsburg, Ind., 
daughter, Andrea (Dave) Speas of Avon, 

AVON

James McCoy Alexander
James McCoy Alexander, 85, passed away 
Dec. 18, 2022. He was born Sept. 30, 1937. 
Services with military honors were held Dec. 
22 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville.

Katherine Beatrice Foll
Katherine Beatrice Foll, 92, passed away 
Dec. 14, 2022. She was born May 12, 1930. 
Services were held Dec. 18 at Conkle Funeral 
Home, Speedway. Contributions may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Clarence W. Gentry Jr.
Clarence W. Gentry Jr., 86, passed away Dec. 
14, 2022. He was born Sept. 10, 1936. Services 
were Dec. 20 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 
Contributions may be made to Wheeler 
Mission or Disabled American Veterans.

Charles O. Kennedy
Charles O. Kennedy, 89, passed away Dec. 
14, 2022. He was born June 27, 1933. 
Private services will be held. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements. 

Gil M. Squiller
Gil M. Squiller, 75, Avon, passed away 
Dec. 13, 2022. He was born Oct. 28, 1947. 
Services were held Dec. 20. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to St. Susanna Catholic School, Plainfield.

Martha “Mae” Wilson
Martha “Mae” Wilson, 83, passed away 
Dec. 11, 2022. She was born May 1, 1939. 
Services were held Dec. 14 at Baker Funeral 
Home, Danville. 

BROWNSBURG

John Raymond Atkins
John Raymond Atkins, 73, passed away Dec. 
14, 2022. He was born Dec. 2, 1949. Services 
will be planned for a later date. Conkle 
Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Kimberly A. Brown
Kimberly A. Brown, 41, passed away 
Dec. 7, 2022. She was born Feb. 5, 1981. 
Services were held Dec. 16. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to a Go Fund Me account.

Larry Joe Cloyd
Larry Joe Cloyd, 72, passed away Dec. 
13, 2022. He was born Oct. 4, 1950. 
Services were held Dec. 21. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Joseph M. Dugan
Joseph M. Dugan, 84, Brownsburg, Ind., 
passed away on Friday, Dec. 16, 2022 at 

Ind.; two wonderful grandchildren, Collin 
and Emma Speas, and his furry friend, 
Dora the cat, and many special friends and 
family. The family would like to express 
their heartfelt gratitude to Joe’s private 
“Angel Nurse” Pattie Page Tyree and her 
dedication to Team Joe. Words can’t express 
the comfort she has provided to Joe and 
his family as Joe’s health declined. The 
family received friends 5-8 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 20, 2022 at Bartlett Chapel Methodist 
Church, 4396 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123. 
A funeral service was held at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022, with an hour 
of visitation prior. Burial followed in the 
Brownsburg Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions may be made in 
Joe’s memory to either the Bartlett Chapel 
Methodist Church or the Rotary Club of 
Avon. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Homes 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Marietta (Kinsey) Holtel 
Marietta (Kinsey) Holtel, 96, passed away 
Dec. 13, 2022. She was born May 31, 1926. 
Services were held Dec. 17 at Eric M.D. Bell 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro. Contributions may 
be made to a charity of the donor’s choice.    

Joe “Butch” Jackson 
Joe “Butch” Jackson, 78, passed away Dec. 
18, 2022. He was born April 5, 1944. Services 
were held Dec. 28 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg. Contributions may be made 
to Witham Foundation (Witham Extended 
Care Unit), Lebanon.

Brenda A. Richter
Brenda A. Richter, 77, passed away Dec. 7, 
2022. She was born Jan. 31, 1945. Services 
were held Dec. 13 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg. Contributions may be made to 
Free Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis

Delmont “Dee” Strange                    
Delmont “Dee” Strange, 91, passed away 
Dec. 18, 2022. She was born Sept. 11, 1931. 
Services were held Dec. 21 at Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg..

COATESVILLE

Patricia R. Hale
Patricia R. Hale, 73, passed away Dec. 
13, 2022. She was born Dec. 8, 1949. 
Services were held Dec. 20 at 
Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

DANVILLE

Barbara Jean Arwood
Barbara Jean Arwood, 91, passed away 
Dec. 13, 2022. She was born June 12, 1931. 
Services will be private. Weaver & Randolph 
Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

James (Jim) Kelly Beck 
James (Jim) Kelly Beck, 53, passed away Dec. 
18, 2022. He was born May 5, 1969. Services 
were held Dec. 28 at Hall Baker Funeral 
Home, Plainfield. Contributions may be sent 
to the Ascension St. Vincent Foundation or a 
family GoFundMe account.

Linda Kaye Rhoton
Linda Kaye Rhoton, 75, passed away Dec. 
10, 2022. She was born Oct. 16, 1947. 
Services were held Dec. 19. Hall-Baker 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted 
with arrangements. Contributions may be 
made to the American Cancer Society or 
Sheltering Wings.

INDIANAPOLIS

Flora M. (Van Blaricum) 
Henderson

Flora M. (Van Blaricum) Henderson, 83, 
passed away Dec. 12, 2022. She was born 
Feb. 12, 1939. No services are planned. 
Jones Family Mortuary, Mooresville, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Robert Allen Jines
Robert Allen Jines, 71, passed away Dec. 9, 
2022. He was born Feb. 20, 1951. Services 
were held Dec. 16 at Jones Family Mortuary, 
Mooresville. Contributions may be made to 
any veterans organization.
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Welcome to the team
NEIL FARREN, MD

Providing the Full Spectrum of Interventional Spine Care
• Treatment of acute and chronic back and neck pain
• Non-operative therapeutic and diagnostic techniques
• Experienced, Board-certified, and Fellowship-trained physician

Neil D. Farren, MD is board-certified in anesthesiology and pain medicine. He is a fellowship-trained 
interventional spine specialist who has received the latest training in non-operative therapeutic and 
diagnostic techniques used to treat all aspects of spine pathology. Dr. Farren believes in a patient-
centered care approach and the use of evidence-based treatments to determine the most 
effective and appropriate treatment plan for each individual patient.

To schedule an appointment call: 

317.564.6800
FISHERS

13914 Southeastern Pkwy, 
Suite 201, Fishers, IN 46037

CARMEL
 13225 North Meridian Street, 

Carmel, IN 46032

BROWNSBURG
5492 Ronald Reagan Pkwy, 

Suite 260, Brownsburg, IN 46112

MUNCIE
4000 West Woodway Drive, 

Muncie, IN 47304

IndianaSpineGroup.com
NEIL FARREN, MD

Interventional Pain Management

COMMUNITY

PITTSBORO

Jesse C. Storms
 Jesse C. Storms, 85, passed away Dec. 15, 
2022. He was born Oct. 15, 1937. Services 
will be planned for a later date. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg was entrusted with 
arrangements.

PLAINFIELD

Connie Lynn (Reese) Dilley
Connie Lynn (Reese) Dilley, 74, passed away 
Dec. 12, 2022. She was born Oct. 2, 1948. 
Services were held Dec. 16 at Hall-Baker 
Funeral Home, Plainfield. Contributions may 
be made to Riley Children’s Foundation.

Michael Hampton
Michael Hampton, 79, passed away Dec. 10, 
2022. He was born May 24, 1943. Services 
were held Dec. 14 at Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Sandra L. Hawkins
Sandra L. Hawkins, 80, passed away Dec. 16, 
2022. She was born Oct. 13, 1942. Services 
will be planned for a later date. Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Patty Jane Irving
Patty Jane Irving, 82, passed away Dec. 13, 
2022. She was born Aug. 26, 1940. Services 
were held Dec. 20. Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Diana G. Smith
Diana G. Smith, 81, passed away Dec. 8, 
2022. She was born Oct. 11, 1941. Services 
were held Dec. 17. Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to missions at Plainfield Christian Church. 

STILESVILLE

Shawn Alan Boyd
Shawn Alan Boyd, 54, passed away Dec. 13, 
2022. He was born July 3, 1968. Services 
were held Dec. 17 at Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Evelyn F. Hubbard
Evelyn F. Hubbard, 88, passed away Dec. 20, 
2022. She was born May 26, 1934. Services 
were held Dec. 27 at Bousley Funeral Home, 
Coatesville.
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3 Indiana Pro Coaches
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4 Snow White Dwarfs 
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2 Indy Jazz Clubs
____________________
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5 Jackson Five Members
____________________
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____________________

6 Types of Cattle
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Across
1. Sense of self
4. Incline
9. Total
14. Wooden pin
15. More washed out
16. Idaho’s capital
17. Not Rep. or Dem.
18. Hendricks County Court 
call
19. Network started by PU 
grad Brian Lamb
20. Fissure
22. NBA extra periods
23. Mentally infirm
24. Glare blocker
29. 007 creator Fleming
30. GMT-8 (this time of the 
year)
31. Neutral shade
32. Texter’s “Wow!”
35. OPA! pita sandwiches
37. Wipe clean
38. Contradict
40. Continental money
42. White River angler’s gear
43. Privy to
44. Colts QB stats
45. GI’s mail drop
47. Sink at Geist
49. Polish city
53. Singer DiFranco
54. Germ-free
55. Photo-sharing app, 

famil-
iarly
58. Mid-
east rul-
ers
60. Fleur-
de-___
61. Dan-
ville HS 
trig class 
function
62. Cor-
porate 
depart-
ment
63. 
Browns-
burg 
Kinder-
Care at-
tendee
64. ___ & 
Young
65. Op-
posite of 
neo-
66. Leaky 
tire 
sound

Down
1. Heroic tales
2. Book category
3. Humorous Nash
4. Problem for produce 

dealers
5. Petty or grand crime
6. Ye ___ Shoppe
7. Baseball Hall-of-Famer 
___ Wee Reese

8. Make a mistake
9. Channel 6 net.
10. Spy’s file
11. Quick swim
12. World Cup cheer
13. Calligrapher’s need
21. Seven, on some clocks
22. Toronto’s prov.
24. Husband or wife
25. “Back in the ___”
26. Lasting mark
27. Thereabout
28. Regretted
32. Kimono sashes
33. Sam’s Upper Krust hand-
out
34. Shapeless mass
36. Cincinnati team
37. Cabin Coffee Co. choice
39. Plainfield Correctional 
Facility occupants
41. Hoosier National Forest 
growth
44. Half of hex-
46. Paddle’s kin
48. Make into Indiana law
50. Gordon Pipers garb
51. Hodgepodges
52. Some bridge seats
54. Window part
55. Rink surface
56. Neither partner
57. Indiana tax ID
58. Predict-ability?
59. Lamb’s cry

Answers on 
Page 17

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 1/31/2023

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!

1 Colts Mascot
______________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

PUZZLES
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EVENTScalendar
DECEMBER

31 Saturday 
Family Countdown to 2023 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,  W.S. Gibbs Memorial 
Park, 4521 Gibbs Road, Avon. Party games, 
treats and make noise at noon. $3. 

31 Saturday
Noon Year’s Eve 
12 p.m., Shops at Perry Crossing, Town 
Square. Ring in the new year with kids, magic 
show and games. Countdown to Noon Year’s 
Eve with a balloon drop, DJ dance party 12 
p.m. Free. perry-crossing.com

JANUARY

7 Saturday
Sparkling Winter Painting
10-11 a.m., W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 4521 
Gibbs Road, Danville. Create a project from 
paint, glue and salt. Free. facebook.com/
HCPandR

9 Monday 
DAC Weight Loss Challenge
Danville Athletic Club weight loss 
competition. $5 with a chance to win a 
1-year membership with the DAC. Register: 
danvilleparks.recdesk.com

12 Thursday
Plainfield public input sessions
4:30-6 p.m. and 6-7:30 p.m. Jan. 12, Richard 
A. Carlucci Recreation & Aquatic Center, 
Room 139, 651 Vestal Road, Plainfield. Two 
public information sessions regarding 
the County Road 300 S and Avon Avenue 
intersection improvement project. Arrive 
at any time during the sessions. The video 
presentation and alternative exhibits will 
be posted at CR300andAvonAve.com. 
Contact Sarah Everhart, (317) 547-5580 or 
severhart@structurepoint.com. 

13 Friday
Intro to Pickleball Clinic
6-7 p.m. Learn how to play pickleball, 
Bosstick Gym, 49 North Wayne St. Register: 
danvilleparks.recdesk.com

14 Saturday
Family Fort Building
2-4 p.m., McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Road, North Salem. Guided by 
a park naturalist, build a shelter or a fort 
using natural materials found in the 
woods. Dress for the weather and for mud. 
Recommended for ages 6 through adult. 
facebook.com/HCPandR

21 Saturday
Nutty Professors
1-2 p.m., McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Road, North Salem. Join a naturalist 
at McCloud Nature Park and learn where 
hazelnuts and fruits come from and which 
ones are native to Indiana. Try flavors in 
hot cocoa. Advanced registration required. 
facebook.com/HCPandR

22 Sunday
Dogtona!
12-4 p.m., Hendricks County Fairgrounds 
Power Expo Hall, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. 
$5 per dog. Hosted by Hendricks Humane, 
event features dog games, contests, 

demonstrations, vendors, people food and 
adoptables. dogtona@hendrickshumane.org

27 Friday
Literacy Bingo
6-9 p.m., Danville Middle School, 1425 W. 
Lincoln St., Danville. Danville Kiwanis and 
Danville K Kids Club host a Literacy Bingo 
Night. Free for all ages. Suggested food 
donation for the Nutrition Club (backpack 
program at Danville Schools). Chili dinner 
for purchase. facebook.com/DanvilleKiwanis

28 Saturday
Winter Poetry Hike 
10 a.m., W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 4521 
Gibbs Road, Danville. Stalk the frigid 
footpaths for inspiration in the pristine 
elegance of winter’s touch. The parks 
department placed poems along the trail. 
The naturalist will guide hikers on this frigid 
path. Free. facebook.com/HCPandR

28 Saturday
4v4 Dodgeball Tournament 
1-4 p.m. 4v4 Dodgeball Tournament. 
Register: danvilleparks.recdesk.com

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629 - Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
Tance A. Lawson AU12200035 - JR Webb AU11100005 

Ellen L. Henry AU12200016 
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

SEE CATALOG FOR COMPLETE LISTING AT  
www.lawsonandco.com

OWNER:  Several Consignors

COIN AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

SATURDAY - JANUARY 7 TH - 10:00 A.M. 
Preview: Friday, January 6 th , 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

OVER 225 LOTS OF COINS 
$500 NOTE - SILVER BAR - PROOF & MINT SETS 

SLABBED COINS - OVER 5000 WHEAT CENTS 
LINCOLN CENTS - 90% SILVER COINS 

BUFFALO NICKELS - PLUS MUCH MORE!!!

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 
Expires 1/31/2023.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 

EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 1/31/2023.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 
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Thanks for the memories (Part 1)

EDITORIAL

Invest in local 
journalism

Despite its popularity, social media has 
a significant flaw in reporting the news: It 
usually gets it wrong.

That’s why publications like the one in 
your hands are so important. Local news 
is vital to a thriving county. Newspapers 
inform and entertain.

The Hendricks County ICON is a free 
newspaper delivered to your mailbox 
every other Friday. It is convenient, and 
our research shows it is well-read. We 
report the news and calendar events you 
need to know.

Advertising supports us. The ads on 
these pages pay for the content, print and 
delivery. These ads are so crucial to our 
operation.

Investing in the ICON is investing in 
your community.

Instead of investing money, we’d like to 
propose another way to support. Share 
your knowledge.

Could you send us information on 
upcoming events? Send us photos of an 
event in your community. Send us a lead 
on a news story or someone you think 
others need to meet. Share your story 
ideas.

Our staff is very interested in knowing 
what happens in Hendricks County.

Last month, a new owner was 
announced — Avon’s Amanda Babinec 
who has been an ICON in the community 
and county. Babinec, along with 
Catherine Myers, promises to keep 
the goal of founder Rick Myers’ goal of 
community journalism relevant and 
essential to readers.

A newspaper is a reflection of 
Hendricks County and us. Please make a 
resolution to help us in 2023. Happy New 
Year!

By Dick Wolfsie

Every year about this time I look back at 
the previous 12 months and express ap-
preciation for the people, places and things 
that have made their way into my weekly 
columns. So, thanks to: 

My old roommate from college who 
called me after 55 years. He reminded me 
we hadn’t spoken in 55 years. I told him it 
was 57, if you count the two years we lived 
together.

My wife’s mother 
Margaret gave an origi-
nal copy of “The Joy of 
Cooking’’ to Mary Ellen 
to read. Not to cook any-
thing, just to read. In the 
poultry and game chap-
ter, here is a summary of 
their advice: “Draw out 
the entrails, cut the neck 
close to the body, re-
move the windpipe end 
then chop off the feet.” 
As you can tell, this book 
was also a big hit with 
serial killers.

My physical thera-
pist, who helped me 
through rehab. For sev-
eral months I was encouraged to do kegels. 
There is a specialist for that at Community 
Hospital, but she was out one day, so I asked 
a question of another therapist who was not 
trained in the procedure.

“I’m sorry, Mr. Wolfsie, that’s a little over 
my head.”

“Then you are doing it wrong,” I told her.
The folks at the Sleep Center at Commu-

nity Hospital where I participated in a sleep 
study. They had lots of questions: 

“Does your wife say you snore?” 
“She has no idea because she sleeps in 

another room…maybe because I snore.”
“Mr. Wolfsie, then how do you know you 

snore?”
“I get a lot of complaints from the neigh-

bors.”
My wife, who wanted to try a new Chi-

nese restaurant, found one online and 
ordered the food. I called back because I 
wanted to know how long it would take to 

get there. “Where do you live?” I was asked. I 
told him the northside of Indianapolis.

“Oh, about six hours. Sir, you are calling a 
Chinese restaurant in Canton, Ohio.”

“That’s okay,” I said. “I love Cantonese 
food.”

My wife, Mary Ellen, one more time. She 
is reluctant to let me go shopping alone be-
cause of all the crapola I bring home. When 

I do bring it home, I 
hide it, like the dozen 
Twinkies I hid under my 
pillow.

“Promise me, no more 
junk food,” she said.

I wasn’t sure I could 
make that promise. I 
told her I’d sleep on it.

The researcher at 
Ohio State who found 
that the average couple 
kisses about 25,000 
times in a typical mar-
riage. I was concerned 
we were not keeping up 
with the Joneses, who 
are newlyweds down 
the street. I came home 
the other night and 

told Mary Ellen how beautiful she was, how 
good dinner was and how hot she looked 
in her jeans. I was hoping that kissing up 
counted.

My brother-in-law Tom, who gave me an 
Apple Watch for Christmas last year. I called 
him in Oregon and admitted I was over-
whelmed by how complicated it was to op-
erate. “Come on, Dick. You just think you are 
out of your league. Relax. Don’t be nervous. 
And don’t be intimidated like so many oth-
ers have.”

“Tom, that is exactly the same advice you 
gave me when I married your sister.”

I’m not done. More next issue.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with his wife 
of 43 years. Dick is usually in the basement 
trying to think up something funny to write. 
He can be reached at: wolfsie@aol.com.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

 After years of work and many 
delays INDOT opened all lanes of 

U.S. 36 in Avon. 

 Avon Intermediate School East 
principal Jenny Shayotovich was 

named 2022 District 8 Middle School 
Principal of the Year by the Indiana 
Association of School Principals.

 Evan, a 7-year-old from Plainfield, 
attends police community events 

and stopped by station to drop donuts 
off for our officers and visit with K9 
Jocko. As a gift for his birthday, he had a 
tour of the station and took photos with 
officers.  

  In addition to seven Semi-Final-
ists this year, BHS Team 2023 had 

12 National Merit Commended Scholars: 
C. Harrison, N. Louck, A. Harris, M. 
Carrothers, T. Jackson, M. Schulenberg, 
A. Bingaman, M. Ambler, D. Throop, E. 
Altschul, N. Beebe and R. Bajpai.

  Area police departments are 
participating in increased 

impaired driving monitoring through 
Jan. 1. Call 911 to report impaired or 
distracted drivers. 

  Thanks to a new partnership with 
Hendricks County Community 

Foundation, the Parks Foundation of 
Hendricks County started a new grant 
opportunity open to all public parks and 
trails in the county. This year’s grant, 
totaling $21,921, was distributed to 
three parks systems: Brownsburg Parks 
and Recreation received $5,700 to 
purchase and install three new commu-
nication boards at Arbuckle Acres, 
Stephens Park and Williams Park. 
Hendricks County Parks and Recreation 
received $13,221 to install steps on the 
large hill at W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park. 
Pittsboro Indiana Parks and Recreation 
received $3,000 to purchase picnic 
tables at the new concession stand at 
Scamahorn Park.

“A long December 

and there’s reason to 

believe, maybe this 

year will be better 

than the last.”
 — Adam Duritz

QUOTE

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you … 

Don’t celebrate New Year’s Eve with silly 
string or confetti in Mobile, Ala., where it is il-
legal to throw or spray the messy celebratory 
items in the air.

STRANGE LAW

VIEWS

My wife, who wanted to try 
a new Chinese restaurant, 

found one online and 
ordered the food. I called 
back because I wanted to 
know how long it would 
take to get there. “Where 
do you live?” I was asked. 

I told him the northside of 
Indianapolis. “Oh, about six 

hours. Sir, you are calling 
a Chinese restaurant in 

Canton, Ohio.”
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PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 14

E G O S L O P E A D D U P
P E G P A L E R B O I S E
I N D O R D E R C S P A N

C R E V I C E O T S
S E N I L E S U N V I S O R

I A N P S T E C R U
O M G G Y R O S E R A S E
B E L I E E U R O S R O D
I N O N T D S A P O
S U B M E R S E K R A K O W

A N I S T E R I L E
I N S T A E M I R S L I S

C O S E C S A L E S T O T
E R N S T P A L E O S S S

9 2 4 8 5 3 7 6 1
3 8 1 6 2 7 5 4 9
7 6 5 4 9 1 2 3 8
8 9 2 1 4 5 3 7 6
1 3 6 2 7 9 8 5 4
5 4 7 3 8 6 1 9 2
4 5 8 7 6 2 9 1 3
6 7 3 9 1 8 4 2 5
2 1 9 5 3 4 6 8 7

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Cattle: ANGUS, DAIRY, GUERNSEY, HEIFER, JERSEY, LONG-
HORN; Members: JACKIE, JERMAINE, MARLON, MICHAEL, TITO; Dwarfs: DOC, DOPEY, GRUMPY, 
HAPPY; Coaches: CARLISLE, SATURDAY, SIDES; Clubs: CHATTERBOX, JAZZ KITCHEN; Mascot: BLUE

By Dr. Omar Batal 

A heart attack, called 
acute myocardial infarction, occurs when an 
area of the heart muscle does not receive 
enough blood flow and stops functioning. 
Blood flow stops because plaque, a waxy-like 
substance of cholesterol deposits, builds up in 
the artery and then ruptures, causing an oc-
clusion. A heart attack can threaten one’s life 
and requires immediate medical attention.  

Signs of a heart attack  
Signs of a heart attack can differ. Symp-

toms tend to be abrupt and last more than 
a few minutes or may go away, then come 
back. Most people experience chest pain 
and/or pain in the arms, shoulders, neck, 
and jaw or top of the stomach. 

Shortness of breath may also be a symp-
tom, with or without chest pain. Other signs 
may be nausea, dizziness or fatigue. 

According to the American Heart Associa-
tion, women most commonly experience 
symptoms of chest pain but are somewhat 
more likely to experience other symptoms 
like shortness of breath, nausea or vomiting 
as well as back or jaw pain. 

What to do if you or someone  
else shows signs of a heart attack  

If you or a loved one is experiencing a 
heart attack, call 911 immediately. Do not 
drive to the hospital. Emergency personnel 
can begin lifesaving care in the back of the 
ambulance and ensure quicker treatment at 
the hospital. 

Treatment for a heart attack  
The longer it takes for the heart muscle 

to receive blood flow, the more that area of 
heart muscle is at risk of dying, decreasing 
heart function. Once a heart attack occurs, 
a physician must clear the plaque causing 

the attack as quickly as possible to restore 
blood flow to the heart muscle. 

Your physician will offer comprehensive 
heart attack care from treatment through 
recovery.  There are multiple treatment op-
tions that involve medications and proce-
dure-based therapies. 

Angioplasty is a catheter-based therapy 
used to reopen the artery to allow blood 
flow to the heart. Physicians do this by mak-
ing a small incision in the groin or gain ac-
cess by using the artery in the wrist or arm, 
then guiding a deflated balloon through the 
arteries to the blocked area. Once in place, 
they will inflate the balloon, allowing blood 
flow to return to the heart muscle. 

Stent placement uses a similar technique 
to deploy a mesh wire tube into the artery 
to keep it open. These procedures are re-
ferred to as percutaneous coronary inter-
ventions (PCI). 

Doctors may sometimes recommend 
coronary artery bypass surgery for severe 
blockages when multiple vessels are in-
volved or depending on the location of the 
narrowed arteries. The surgeon will graft a 
new vein or artery into your heart vessels to 
allow blood to divert around the blockage. 

Following a heart attack, your physician 
prescribes medications to prevent future 
heart attacks and improve your heart health. 

Watch for these heart attack 
signs and seek treatment

WELLNESS

Dr. Omar Batal is a cardiologist at IU Health 
West Hospital. To learn more about heart 
and vascular care, visit iuhealth.org/heart.  

TsT Construction, LLC
Tip of the Month

By Tom S. Truesdale

317-550-8677
Plainfield, IN   •   thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com

Residential Renovations  •  Home Additions   
Garages and Detached Buildings  •  Roofing   

Interior and Exterior Contracting  •  Build to Suit

Floor Plan Changes
Floor plan changes can be applied to almost 
any interior renovations: The winter season is a 
great time to complete projects on the inside 
of your home. This month I will provide some 
general thoughts regarding floor plan changes 
that can be applied to most bathroom, 
kitchen, basement and garage renovations.

1.  Relocation of a wall can be simple or com-
plicated depending on the situation but can 
provide a great solution to square footage 
needs by combining 2 rooms into one:

• Evaluate if the wall is load bearing.

•  If a load bearing wall, a beam will need to 
be installed to carry the load.

•  Determine the size of the opening desired 
between the adjacent rooms.

•  Example: Opening up a wall between a 
kitchen and a dinning room can provide an 
open concept that makes the existing space 
much more efficient.

2.  Adding a wall / doorway to an open bonus 
room can create an additional bedroom:

•  The bedroom must have an exterior win-
dow.

• If in a basement, egress codes must be met.

3.  Opening a wall in a bathroom into an adja-
cent closet or bedroom can capture space 
creating a larger bathroom:

•  Tub, sink and toilet relocation is generally 
necessary to make this strategy successful.

•  A master bath can be created by installing a 
connection between rooms.

4.  Enclosing a garage door can create ad-
ditional living space. Many things must be 
considered in a garage repurpose project:

• Exterior finish

• HVAC

• Electrical

Floor plan changes can be a great way to 
solve existing space problems and make the 
square footage of your home more efficient. 
The examples above are greatly simplified for 
the sake of this brief article; time should be 
taken planning and evaluating existing con-
ditions and scope of work before beginning 
construction. Designing with consideration of 
all the options and costs is key before begin-
ning construction to achieve a successful 
project. As always, consult with TsT Construc-
tion before starting your project. Have a great 
holiday season and I hope this month’s tips 
are helpful, please do not hesitate to call if 
you have any questions.

TsT Construction, LLC
Helping people one job at a time...
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Winterberries — native 
hollies bring winter interest

GARDENING By John Chapin

There are cultivars 
of our native holly, Ilex verticillata, that, 
although deciduous, are every bit as gor-
geous as evergreen hollies during winter. 
Unlike evergreen hollies they can be plant-
ed in full sun. 

Commonly called Winterberry, this holly 
is also known as Black Alder, Coralberry and 
Michigan Holly. Extremely hardy to Zone 3 
(Central Indiana is located in Zones 5b and 
6a), the impressive displays of bright red 
berries begin to color in October but really 
show off after the leaves fall. 

The berries persist for weeks, even 
months, are without rival in winter land-
scapes and eventually become late winter 
food for birds. 

Among the best cultivars of the dozens 
available are those developed by the late 
Robert Simpson of Simpson Nurseries in 
Vincennes. 

In addition to red-berried varieties, there 
are winterberries that have pink, orange, 
yellow or gold berries. Winterberries typi-
cally grow 5 to 8 feet in 10 years but can 
easily be kept pruned to any height. They 

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

MONDAY - JANUARY 2ND - 10:00 A.M. 
LIONEL TRAINS & ACCESSORIES 

STERLING SILVER 
INDUSTRIAL SEWING MACHINES & STEAM IRON 

ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE 
GLASSWARE - PRIMITIVES 
TOOLS - LAWN & GARDEN

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
Tance A. Lawson AU12200035   •   Ellen L. Henry AU12200016 

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122
(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!! 
OWNER:  Several Consignors 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  10% Buyer’s Premium
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

Winterberry evergreens bring color all season long. (Photo by John Chapin)

standing water.
Like all hollies, they require a male plant, 

one for every three or four females planted 
within a few yards, to fertilize the female 
flowers. The most readily available varieties 
in Central Indiana are ‘Winter Red,’ ‘Bonfire,’ 
‘Goblin,’ ‘Red Sprite’ and ‘Sparkleberry.’ 

Male pollinators include ‘Southern Gen-
tleman,’ ‘Little Goblin Guy’ and ‘Jim Dandy.’ 
(The nursery or garden center will match 
the proper male plant with your variety.) 
A newer Proven Winners cultivar is ‘Berry 
Poppins’ (pictured) with the pollinator ‘Mr. 
Poppins’ is a smaller-growing plant to 4 to 
5 feet. 

Winterberries are tolerant of our local clay 
soils, but like all plants, greatly appreciate 
being planted in soils enriched with organic 
matter such as bagged compost (especially 
those that are peat-based) mixed two-to-
one with the existing soil, then mulched. 

The best fruit set is on plants growing in 
full sun, but winterberries tolerate partial 
shade. Since our soils are usually alkaline, 
adding composted peat or an annual feed-
ing of a specially formulated fertilizer for 
acid-loving plants such as ‘Holly Tone’ is my 
favorite to prevent yellowing of leaves. 

Happy Gardening!

are excellent for mass effect, shrub bor-
ders, water sides, even thriving in seasonal 

BECOME A MEMBER
OF THE ICC!

We offer weekly 
music experiences 
for children ages 

18 months - 
grade 12.
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Historic Lexington houses show off unique style

Don Knebel is a local resident who works for 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP. For the full column 
visit donknebel.com. You may contact him at 
editorial@youarecurrent.com.

By Don Knebel

A drive southeast to 
Lexington, Ky., could take travelers to the 
homes of two important families.

In 1797, Henry Clay moved to Lexington, 
where he developed a thriving law prac-
tice, once successfully defending Aaron Burr 
against treason charges. 

He established Ashland, a 672-acre plan-
tation outside town, where, among other 
agricultural innovations, he bred champion 
thoroughbred horses. In 1806, Clay built 
a Federal-style house on the property he 
added on to as his wife Lucretia bore 11 
children. 

While residing at Ashland, Clay, a slave 
owner, became known as the “Great Compro-
miser” for his actions as a United States sena-
tor and ran three times for president, losing 
each time. Among those voting for him was 
Abraham Lincoln whose wife Mary Todd 
grew up in Lexington and knew the Clays. In 
1847, Lincoln and his wife visited the Todd 
house on their way to Washington, D.C. 

When Henry Clay died in 1852, his son 
razed Ashland’s house, replacing it with 
an Italianate-style house using the same 
foundation and floor plan as the original. In 
1866, the Ashland estate became the home 

of the Agricultural and Mechanical College 
of Kentucky, the predecessor of the Univer-
sity of Kentucky. 

The Ashland estate has been open to the 
public since 1950. The 18-room mansion 
is filled with Clay family memorabilia. The 
tree-covered grounds include formal gar-
dens and reconstructed ice houses that pro-
vided cooling water for Henry Clay’s dairy. 

An outbuilding features the carriage Clay 
used for his many trips to and from Wash-
ington. In downtown Lexington, about 2 
miles from Ashland, is the 14-room Federal-
style house where Mary Todd Lincoln was 
raised, along with her 15 siblings. The house 
opened to the public in 1977, the first house 
museum honoring a First Lady. It includes 
period furnishings, a rare print picturing Lin-
coln’s assassination and information about 
how the Civil War divided the Todd family.

TRAVEL

LIFESTYLE

At Lexington’s Ashland and Todd House grounds include formal gardens and reconstructed ice houses that 
provided cooling water for Henry Clay’s dairy.  (Photo by Don Knebel)

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff  
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms 

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstration kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with 

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered fl ooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2023 EVENT 

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150 

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-23.

317.843.3800 | THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG                        

SCAN THIS CODE TO 
PURCHASE GIFT CERTIFICATES

/CPAPRESENTS

THE CENTER
FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS
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Hendricks Regional Health is the only hospital in the 
Indianapolis Metro Area to receive the Healthgrades 2023 Critical 

Care Excellence Award. That means we’re in the top 10% in the 
nation for critical care. This honor goes hand-in-hand with seven 

Healthgrades five-star quality awards and providers that won’t 
back down from giving exceptional care.

hendricks.org/UNSTOPPABLE

2008-2022

PATIENT
EXPERIENCE
AWARDTM

OUTSTANDING

2021-2023

TREATMENT OF
CHRONIC OBSTRUCTIVE

PULMONARY DISEASE

FIVE-STAR
RECIPIENT

2022-2023

TREATMENT OF
HEART FAILURE

FIVE-STAR
RECIPIENT

2022-2023

TREATMENT OF
SEPSIS

FIVE-STAR
RECIPIENT

2022-2023

TREATMENT OF
PNEUMONIA

FIVE-STAR
RECIPIENT

UNSTOPPABLE  
excellence.

SAMI ABUQAYYAS, MD
Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine


