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Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to 
catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com and 

follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories and 
photos that feature and affect you and your community.
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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
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Avon Town Council approves rezone,  
ups right of way permit fees  

The Avon Town Council met 
April 28 at Avon Town Hall. 

The council approved amend-
ing right of way permit fees and 
using an annual bond associated 
with right of way permits. 

Property owners or contrac-
tors must obtain a right of way 
permit from the department of 
public works for excavating, con-
structing or repairing a section of 
public right of way. This amend-
ment raises the permit fees $100 
and establishes a procedure to 
post an annual bond for these activities instead of 
requiring property owners or contractors to post 

a bond for each permit. 
Six parcels of land totaling 

16.75 acres at 10160 Bradford 
Road and Ronald Reagan Park-
way were rezoned to I-3, heavy 
industrial. 

These properties were previ-
ously zoned agricultural, tran-
sitional industrial and heavy 
industrial. The heavy industrial 
zoning makes way to build a 
250,000 square foot building for 
a warehouse and distribution 
center. Distribution Realty Group 

is the petitioner. 
Read more at myhcicon.com 

Plainfield HOSA students compete at state conference

The Plainfield HS HOSA Club competed in the 
HOSA State Leadership Conference and received 
the Most Enthusiastic Chapter award. There were 
42 students competing who earned 44 top 10 
and 19 top 3 finishes. 

Students who place first, second or third 
qualify for the HOSA International Conference. 
Group sponsors include AJ McAdams and Elaine 
Townsend.

Read more at myhcicon.com 

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

The Plainfield 
Community 
High School 
HOSA team 
earned 
the Most 
Enthusiastic 
chapter 
award at state 
competition. 
(Photo 
provided by 
Plainfield 
Community 
School 
Corporation)
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UNSTOPPABLE  
healer.

hendricks.org/UNSTOPPABLE

Unbeatable. Unbreakable. It’s just who we are. It always has 
been. It always will be. We’re Hendricks Regional Health 
and caring for you and supporting this place we call home 
is just who we are. And together with the unmistakable 
spirit of our community, absolutely nothing can stop us.

COMMUNITY

Compiled by Melissa Gibson 

The Brownsburg Town Council met April 
28 for a regular meeting at Brownsburg 
Town Hall. The next meeting was scheduled 
for 7 p.m. May 12 at 61 N. Green St., 
Brownsburg. The ICON will report on this 
meeting in an upcoming issue.

Brownsburg Council hears police staffing concerns; 
approves sewer, road work

WHAT HAPPENED: Chief Joe Grimes 
shared the Brownsburg Police 
Department report. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Trent Newport, designer for Airport Road 
and Green Street roundabout construction, shared an overview 
of the upcoming project. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Council passed a resolution 
providing an office space lease for the Lincoln Township 
trustee. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Shawn Pabst, director of capital projects and 
field operations, presented an ordinance for a sewer work bond. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Cook shared a resolution to adopt an 
American Rescue Act Fund Plan. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Grimes said he and town 
manager Debbie Cook have discussed 
public safety for upcoming public events. 
Over the next several months, the police 
department will see a significant staffing 
change because five to six employees plan 
to retire and relocate. Onboarding and 
training takes a significant amount of time. 
“If we aren’t proactive, we’ll be behind if 
we wait for the separation,” Grimes said. 
With potential town growth on the way, 
Grimes said BPD is still on projection for 
staffing, but they will continue to assess the 
situation. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The $2.8 million roundabout will be a modified 
single design, similar to other roundabouts in the community. The 
town obtained 80% funding for the project through Indianapolis NPO. 
The project is expected to take 60 days, beginning the Tuesday after 
Memorial Day, reopening by the end of the July. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Currently, the trustee rents space from the 
fire department on Main Street. A 2021 audit suggested a 
signed lease agreement should be in place to follow funds paid 
to the fire territory. The council authorized Travis Tschaenn, 
town council president, to execute the terms of the lease 
agreement once finalized. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The sewer work will repair and replace areas at 
County Road 700 for the sanitary sewer. Funding changed from single 
resolution fund to a bond due to timeline constraints for 6,100 linear 
feet of sewer. The council unanimously approved the bond issuance. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The town reviewed capital projects that 
may have been missed in the budget process that needed to 
be taken care of. All projects are high priority and related to 
infrastructure. The council unanimously approved the American 
Rescue Act Fund. 

WHAT HAPPENED:  Two resolutions for Browning construction 
were presented regarding a 10-year tax abatement. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Both buildings are located at U.S. 36 and West 
Northfield Drive. The properties are estimated to generate $1.5 million 
over the next 10 years. The council approved both tax abatements 
unanimously.



May 13, 2022
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

4

WHAT HAPPENED: The council gave 
approval for Scotty Lindley, owner of 
the Kickstand Bar and Grill, to have 
street closures to host a fundraiser May 
21 called Allison’s Corner. This benefit 
supports a local child who needs to fly to 
Germany for a medical procedure. Total 
expenses are expected to be $85,000. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Kent Elliott from 
Banning Engineering and a representative 
from Danville’s wastewater department 
initiated a bid opening for the north and 
the south wastewater collector projects.

WHAT HAPPENED: Expired checks totaling 
$2,150 that were issued by the town in 
2019 have never been cashed. The clerk-
treasurer was given permission to return 
the money back to the general fund. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved 
that the parks department can purchase 
a new 60-inch industrial mower for the 
parks system from Plainfield Equipment 
for $15,732.19. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The road closures will be 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. on Washington Street in front 
of the Kickstand, 81 Washington St., Danville, 
from U.S. 36 to Clinton Street and on Clinton 
Street from North Jefferson Street to North 
Indiana Street. Lindley expects 500 bikers to 
participate. Closures will give bikers a safe area 
to register. There will also be a dine and donate 
program in restaurants on the Square, a silent 
auction and raffles. 

WHAT IT MEANS: These two wastewater 
interceptor projects have been identified as 
necessary in the town’s master plan. Only one bid 
for each project has been received. The north bid 
is for $6,990,753. The bid for the south is $1.171 
million. The council asked Banning Engineering 
and the wastewater department to review these 
bids and come back with a recommendation. 

COMMUNITY

BRAIN AND SPINE 
CARE FOR WHAT 
MAKES YOU, YOU.
Athlete and professional. Student and parent. Caretaker and  
loved one. We provide exceptional brain and spine care so you  
can get back to being everything that makes you, you.

 
Learn more at GoodmanCampbell.com 

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met May 4. 
Meetings can be viewed on the town’s YouTube 
channel. The council meets at 7 p.m. the 
first and third Wednesdays of each month at 
Danville Town Hall, 49 N. Wayne St. The next 
scheduled meeting is May 18. 

Danville approves fundraiser street 
closure, hears wastewater bids ICONIC brief

Parks foundation announces 
summer fun run dates 

The Parks Foundation of Hendricks County will host the 14th Summer Fun 
Run Series beginning June 1, presented by Hendricks Regional Health. 

A race entry for the series is $35 for individuals and $100 for a family of four 
to visit 14 Hendricks County parks throughout the series. Funds raised pro-
vide grants to local parks departments. 

In-person events will be held at the June 1 kickoff and July 20 mid-series 
celebration.

Register at runsignup.com/Race/IN/Danville/ParksFoundationofHendricks-
CountySummerFunRunSeries

Runners and walkers can participate and visit the 1-mile or 5k courses any-
time throughout the week. 

June 1-7, Hummel Park, Plainfield
June 8-14, Williams Park, Brownsburg
June 15-21, Avon Town Hall
June 29-July 5, Gary Eakin Park, Danville
July 6-July 12, Vandalia Trail, Amo Trailhead
July 13-19, Arbuckle Acres, Brownsburg
July 20-26, Washington Township Park, Avon
July 27-Aug. 2, Sodalis Nature Park, Plainfield
 Aug. 3-9, Cardinal Park and B&O Trail, Brownsburg
 Aug. 10-16, Talon Stream Park, Plainfield
 Aug. 17-23, W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, Plainfield
 Aug. 24-30, Hendricks Regional Health YMCA, Avon
 Aug. 31-Sept. 6, Scamahorn Park, Pittsboro
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HENDRICKS REGIONAL HEALTH 
CELEBRATES THE UNSTOPPABLE 

SPIRIT OF TOMORROW’S LEADERS
A weekly feature in the Hendricks County ICON  

highlighting leaders of tomorrow.

By Mike Beas

Zainab Syed can be — and usually is — 
extremely persuasive.

The Avon High School junior, a member 
of the school’s speech and debate team 
and recent winner of the district speech 
competition for the Rotary Club of Avon, 
takes this as the ultimate compliment.

“I feel like I am very secure in my writ-
ing, but I believe my talent really shines 
when I’m talking to people,” said Syed, 17, 
her words delivered, as always, in a strong 
voice and with absolutely no lack of self-
assuredness.

“The biggest factor in my background is 
musical theater.”

To run down Syed’s scroll of talents 
whether academic, musical or in dance 
would be an exhausting endeavor in and 
of itself. For instance, she plays four musi-
cal instruments — the viola, piano, ukulele 
and violin.

Syed, whose family’s origins are in Paki-
stan, ranks sixth academically in Avon’s 
junior class with an eyebrow-raising grade 
point average of 5.03.

Her father, Maarij, is a physics profes-
sor at Rose-Hulman University, while her 
mother, Samreen, is a biologist at Eli Lilly. 
Syed’s older brother, Humza, 23, is an Avon 
graduate currently employed as a risk and 
financial advisory analyst at Deloitte in 
Chicago.

Zainab will eventually continue her edu-
cation, and she’s favoring Northwestern 
University.

In the meantime, she’ll continue repre-
senting Avon’s speech and debate team 
after placing first in the Rotary District 
Speech Contest at Anderson University 
April 2.

Prior to that, Syed’s hectic month of 
March included winning the local club 
contest at Avon Town Hall and placing 
second at the state level at Fishers High 
School.

Pretty heady stuff for a young lady in her 
second year on the AHS speech and debate 
team, founded in 1993 by since-retired 

Avon teacher Pam Lyons, who is now an 
assistant coach for the team on a voluntary 
basis.

“I joined my sophomore year and am in 
original oratory, and that is a 10-minute 
persuasive or informative speech,” said 
Syed. “I typically do persuasive speeches. 
Our two main categories are where people 
discuss abstract ideas.

“For instance, my speech this year was 
imposter syndrome, which is essentially the 
battle between one’s self and their mind.”

Avon junior wins district speech competition, off to nationals

ThisIsHendricks.org

Zainab Syed (above) and 10 of her speech 
teammates qualified for national competition. 
(Photo by Catherine Myers)

CONTINUED on Page 11

These members of the Avon speech and debate team qualified for nationals in June: Zainab Syed (left 
front), Beza Biftu, Sophie Schick and Aissatou Ndiaye, Jared Spoor (back left), Connor Brownfield, Liam 
Hoffman, Savannah Lee and Ian Lynam. Not pictured: Katherine Langford and Danny Fajana. (Photo 
provided by Linda Langford)
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By Peg McRoy Glover

When school’s out for summer, the grand 
opening of Murphy Aquatic Park in Avon 
will make a family-friendly outing splash 
heading into warm weather. 

Run by Washington Township Parks & 
Recreation, the new aquatic center has a 
water tower with two slides, an activity 
pool, wade pool and plenty of deck space 
for lounging. The central feature has two 
ramped water islands where people can aim 
water cannons at each other.

This grand opening celebrates five years 
worth of planning and hard work by parks 
staff to bring this all-inclusive aquatic park 
into reality.

“We will have the first ever ADA (Ameri-
can with Disabilities) water accessible play-
ground that will have several different verti-
cal features,” said Lora Helmick, Washington 
Township Parks & Recreation director. “The 
turning radius of the water features were 
made larger to accommodate two wheel-
chairs.” 

Located near the corner of county roads 
625 East and 100 South across from the 
AJJA athletic fields, grand opening ceremo-
nies begin at 9:30 a.m. May 28 and include 
guest speakers, performances by the award-
winning Avon drumline and a ribbon cut-
ting by the Avon Chamber of Commerce. 

The aquatic center officially opens at 11 
a.m. Throughout the day there will be a disc 
jockey, guest appearances by mascots and 
a mermaid. Stop by the Compass Café for 
concessions. 

On a daily basis, five cabanas that of-
fer a shade option are available to rent in 

Murphy Aquatic Park 
set to open Memorial 

Day weekend 

MURPHY PARK 
AQUATIC CENTER

Where: 753 CR 625 E., Avon 
Website: washingtontwpparks.
org/murphy-park.html
Phone: (317) 272-1835
Costs: 

Daily rate: $8 residents, $10 
non-residents. Kids under 2 
years old, free. 

Season passes: 
Individual passes: $100 
residents, $120 for 
nonresidents
Household pass: $225 
residents, $275 for non-
residents up to five people, $25 
per person over five. 
Rent cabanas: $50 for three 
hours, $80 full day.

Swim lessons: Instruction 
begins June 6 with three 
levels of instruction based on 
assessment. Lessons are in the 
morning unless there is thunder 
and lightning or the temperature 
dips below 68 degrees.  
Swim camp: 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays June 
6-July 22 for ages 7-12. Cost: $25 
a day.

The Washington Township Parks & Rec staff that made Murphy Aquatic Center a reality include (from left) 
Kris Myers, maintenance superintendent; Steve McIntyre, groundskeeper; Jay Clark, groundskeeper; Christina 
DeWitt, facility rental coordinator; Liz Blake, aquatics director; Stephani Massa, assistant park director; 
Lora Helmick, park director; Trilby Berry-Tayman, recreation coordinator; Shannan Grossman, lead event 
staff; Renee Bentz, naturalist; Melissa Thompson, camp director; Glen Phillips, groundskeeper and Ryan 
Middleton, groundskeeper. (Photo by Peg McRoy Glover) 

The grand opening of 
Murphy Aquatic Park 
is planned for May 28. 
(Rendering provided by 
Washington Township Parks 
and Recreation)

three-hour increments. Birthday party res-
ervations can be made from 12-2 p.m. or 
3-5 p.m. The wave pool, activity pool or the 
entire facility can be rented after hours for 
private functions from 7-10 p.m.  

Each Tuesday throughout the open sea-
son until Labor Day, sensory swimming hap-
pens at 9:30 a.m., and registration is avail-
able online, Helmick said.

“People can sign up for a calmer environ-
ment for our sensory swims,” she said. “We 
will have less people in the pool at that time 
and turn off some of the spray features. So, 

that way it is a little bit quieter and not as 
overwhelming or sensory overload.”

Other special events throughout the 
season include summer movie, concert and 
adults-only nights. 

The center will also offer swim camp for 
30 kids ages 7-12 from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays June 6-July 22.

The grand opening of the aquatic fea-
tures marks the first phase completion of 
the park project, with the exception of a 
large-scale all-inclusive playground that is 
now scheduled to open in the fall. 

Phase two of the park’s master plan in-
cludes a new community center with a bas-
ketball court that can also be used as indoor 
volleyball and pickleball courts, meeting 
space and staff offices. Future plans also 
include pool expansion and adding a lazy 
river.

ON THE COVER: Washington Township Parks & 
Rec staff Liz Blake, aquatics director; Lora Helmick, 
park director and Stephani Massa, assistant park 
director, posed in front of the central water feature 
at Murphy Aquatic Center. (Photo by Peg McRoy 
Glover)
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COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM

866.348.4674 | StateBank1910.bank

State Bank’s Simply Free Checking allows you to manage your daily banking 
with ease while helping you monitor one of your most valuable financial assets 

– your credit score. With free credit score monitoring* powered by SavvyMoney,™ 
you can monitor your credit, alert yourself of credit changes, and even 
understand how financial decisions impact your score. Bank with a partner 
who helps you see the big picture. Open a Simply Free Checking account today.

TOGETHER AT LAST.
Free Checking & Free Credit Score Monitoring 

*Available for consumer accounts only.

ICONIC brief
Brownsburg percussion, guard place at World 

Championships

In its first trip to the Winter Guard International (WGI) Percussion World Champion-
ships, Brownsburg Percussion (top) placed seventh in the Percussion Scholastic Open 
(PSO) division. The Brownsburg A Guard competed at the WGI World Championships 
in the Scholastic A division and took home the silver medal.

Brownsburg guard took home a silver medal at the World Championships. (Photo provided by 
Brownsburg Community School Corporation)
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  
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500500
Maddy Phipps, a 2019 Danville 

Community High School gradu-
ate is organizing a drive to collect 
500 items to donate to local food 
pantries in the month of May. 
Phipps is one of two Hendricks 
County residents who are among 
the 33 Indianapolis 500 Festival 
Princesses.

Phipps is a student at the Uni-
versity of Indianapolis majoring 
in marketing and pursuing a mas-
ters of business administration. 

The collection will be donated 
to Shared Blessings Food Pantry 
at Danville United Methodist 
Church.

COMMUNITY

By Amie Scott

May is Mental Health Awareness month, 
and the doors are open. Mental Health of 
America Hendricks County (MHAHC) un-
veiled their new Open Door Social Club to 
the community April 30. 

Like so many great ideas, it began with a 
question from Director of Operations and 
Volunteer Retention, Deana Carter, “Why 
don’t we have more people here?”

Mental Health of America has been serv-
ing Hendricks County since 1953. Located at 
75 Queensway Drive, the building was pur-
chased by the organization and serves as the 
office and workspace for staff and volunteers. 
Enter Carter and executive director Lael Hill. 

Hill introduces Carter as her “right hand.” 
They share a mutual passion for mental 
health. To address Carter’s question, the pair 
decided to repurpose their existing building 
and create space within it dedicated to vari-
ous activities for the community. Thus the 
birth of the Open Door Social Club. 

The goal is to provide a safe and social 
educational space for adults living with 
mental illness or those in recovery who are 
treatment compliant. Life skills building, 
peer support and educational programs are 
all part of the planned offerings. What once 
housed dental equipment and patients, now 
has a dedicated peer support seating area, a 
food pantry, an arts and crafts room, a music 
space, a computer lab, a mobile library and 
more to come. 

The project was underwritten by IU Health 
West Hospital  and United Way of Central 
Indiana. Both organizations were on hand to 
celebrate the grand opening. Chris Fleagal, 
director of community relations for United 
Way, spoke of their long term commitment 
to Mental Health of America. 

Their portion of the funding went toward 
laying the infrastructure groundwork for the 
computer lab. Flegal noted the importance 
of in-person connectivity and its impact on 
mental health and how that has become 
even more critical the past few years with the 
pandemic.

Both Hill and Carter are looking forward to 
how this program evolves. They have plans 

to partner with the VA and Herron School of 
Art to bring in an art therapist on a weekly 
basis to work with veterans. They’re looking 
at creating a quiet room where people can 
sit and decompress from their surroundings. 
With multiple kitchens, they’re also gearing 
up to offer cooking classes. 

For more information visit mhahc.org or 
check them out on Facebook. 

Open Door Social Club opens mental health doors

Danville Town Council Members recognized Indianapolis 500 Festival Princess and Danville High School 
graduate Maddy Phipps. Those at the meeting included Tom Pado (left), Gregg VanLaere, Phipps, David Winters 
and Nancy Leavitt. (Photo by Peg McRoy Glover)

Leaders cut the ribbon marking the opening of Mental Health of America Hendricks County’s new Open Door 
Social Club including Becky Maners (left) MHAHC board vice president; Lisa Sparks, IU Health West Hospital 
chief nursing officer, Lael Hill, MHAHC executive director and Deanna Carter, MHAHC director of operations and 
volunteer retention. (Photo by Amie Scott)

The Kickstand, Legends Charity 
Riders, Brothers Grimm MC, Legion 
Post 118 Riders and the Town of Dan-
ville are partnering for May 21 for a 
benefit for a Danville girl named Al-
lison who needs medical help. 

The 15-year-old has a part time job, 
enjoys hanging out with her friends 
and approaches the world with a 
smile and positive attitude. She suf-
fers from rare disorders that cause 
nerve damage and for her stomach 
to become paralyzed. 

She has a feeding tube and oc-
casionally needs a wheelchair. Few 
specialists know about her condition, 
so the family plans to go to Germany 
for care and surgery, which will cost 
about $85,000. 

The Legends Charity riders are 
partnering with The Kickstand for a 
benefit ride. A portion of the regis-
tration fees, raffle tickets and 10% 
of total sales from The Kickstand 
will be donated to to cause. Other 
restaurants including Jack’s Pizza in 
Danville, Two Guys Pies, The Bee-
hive, Central Normal Tap, Courthouse 
Grounds, El Fuego Food Truck and 
more are donating 10% of sales May 
21 to Allison. 

For more information, visit gofund.
me/473bdbf9 or visit facebook.com/
LegendsCharityRiders.

Ride to benefit 
Danville youth’s 

medical 
treatment
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Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2021-2022 school year.

Just part of the $130,000 that BEF 
awarded in grants this past year.

GRANT NAME:
Regulation Station
at Brown Elementary School
Sponsored in part by  
Hendricks Regional Health

This grant purchased items such as pillows, a 
bubble tube, light tiles, a lighted fan and an LED 
projector so that a fully equipped sensory room 
could be just steps away from the life skills class-
rooms. A sensory room provides physical and 
mental stimuli for children with physical dis-
abilities, developmental delays and sensory 
impairments. For children with physical 
disabilities, interaction with sensory 
stimuli can help them to develop their 
sight, sound, touch and hearing, as well 
as encourage independence. Special 
education needs come in many forms, 
but sensory rooms can adapt and cater to 
a wide range of learning needs and physical 
requirements. Sensory rooms provide a thera-
peutic environment for children with autism and 
other special educational needs. 

“The installment of the various mechanisms of 
the Regulation Station has provided our students 

with a consistent and calming location to take 
breaks and regulate their bodies. Staff have been 

able to utilize this space for proactive and reactive 
situations to ensure our students are ready to access 
the curriculum. In the short time since receiving the 

grant, we have experienced students advocating 
for needs and identifying what tools assist them 
in regulating their bodies back to baseline. The 

Regulation Station has also been monumental in 
providing our students in wheelchairs a place to 

go for sensory breaks due to the adaptability of the 
space and equipment. The teachers, staff, therapists, 

counselors, and administration all utilize the tools 
for students of all ages and abilities, we never could 

have expected how beneficial adding the Regulation 
Station could have been!”

- Kelsey McMullen

AMOUNT:
$3,317.40

KELSEY MCMULLEN

cabincoffeecompany.com

5530 E. US Hwy 36 
Suite 100 

Avon Indiana 46123

317-563-3060

CELEBRATE 3  
YEARS WITH US!

Customer  
Appreciation Day

Tuesday, May 24  
6am-6pm

We are celebrating 3 years and want you to stop 
by Cabin Coffee on May 24 to be entered into 
hourly drawings for prizes. Those prizes include 
free t-shirts, travel mugs, and free meals. Make sure 
you stop by the store to enter to win one of our two 
grand prizes – free coffee beans for a year or one 
free drink per week for a year! Join us for a festive 
atmosphere and let our team know how much you 
appreciate them, and we want you to know how 
much we appreciate you! Also follow us on social 
media for additional giveaways! Thank you!

ICONIC brief
BHS female choirs win state championship

Brownsburg High School female choirs  Bel Canto/Starlight Voices won the Indiana State School 
Music Association (ISSMA) Concert Choir State Finals for Univoice Choirs at Pike High School May 6. 
(Photo provided by Parent Voice Brownsburg)
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804 East Main Street  •  Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer.  Coupon has no value.  Expires 5/31/2022.
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ing
 48 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

COMMUNITY

7824 N. SR 39, Lizton, Indiana (across from Tri-West High School)    |    317.994.5050    |    www.bearslawn.com

Providing a beautiful selection of annuals, perennials, trees, shrubs, mulch, rock, indoor plants, garden décor & much more!

J O I N  U S  I N  O U R  6 T H  Y E A R  A T  T H E  G A R D E N  C E N T E R !

OPEN DAILY

ICONIC briefs
BHS Robotics places second at state

Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria announces Avon location
Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria, based in North-

brook, Ill., announced that Avon will 
be home to its fifth location in Central 
Indiana. The deep dish pizzeria plans to 
open its first Hendricks County loca-
tion at 8802 E. U.S. 36 in the fall in a new 

multi-tenant retail building adjacent to 
Costco. They will offer carryout, delivery 
and drop-off catering services. 

Malnati’s will hire approximately 50 
employees.

Brownsburg High School Robotics Team 3176 finished as the Alliance Captain of the State Finalist 
Runner-up (second) at the FIRST Robotics Indiana District State Championships. Over the entire 
course of the competition season finished as the seventh best robot out of 51 in the state. (Photo 
provided by Brownsburg Community School Corporation)
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 
Expires 05/31/2022.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 

EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 05/31/2022.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

Syed typically chooses her speech topic 
in August, researches it utilizing respected 
sources and begins typing her manuscript 
by the end of the 
month.

“I work with the 
same speech all year 
round,” said Syed. 
“First, I find some-
thing I want to write 
about. I have an 
amazing coach, Pam 
Lyons, and she gives 
me the skeleton for 
the outline of my 
speech and how it 
should flow.”

Her next course of 
action is to memo-
rize the manuscript 
so that her speech, 
done without the benefit of notes, is 10 min-
utes or under. Lyons tries to get her to aim 
for between 8 minutes 30 seconds and 9 
minutes 30 seconds to have some leeway if 
needed.

By winning her district, Syed is one of 11 
Avon students who have qualified for the 
National Speech and Debate Association 
Nationals June 12-17 in Louisville, Ky.

The Avon speech and debate team, 
coached by Linda Langford, will also be 

sending 10 others to nationals: Beza Biftu 
(Supplemental Events), Connor Brownfield 
(International Extemporaneous), Danny 
Fajana (Duo Interpretation), Liam Hoffman 
(World School Debate), Katherine Langford 

(Congress Debate), 
Savannah Lee (Duo 
Interpretation), Ian 
Lynam (Duo Inter-
pretation), Aissatou 
Ndiaye (Informative 
Speaking), Sophie 
Schick (Supplemen-
tal Events) and Jared 
Spoor (Duo Interpre-
tation).

Lyons taught at 
Avon for 28 years be-
fore retiring after the 
2005-06 school year 
and knows firsthand 
that the sky is the 
limit for Syed.

“The girl has multiple talents. Very intel-
ligent. Total personality,” said Lyons. “What 
Zainab has that makes her successful as a 
speaker is an ability to connect with the 
audience in both a logical way and an emo-
tional way.

“She’s that natural, natural talent, and I 
like working with her. As brilliant as she is, 
she welcomes coaching notes. Zainab picks 
a very relatable topic and makes it more re-
latable by pulling in her own experiences.”

CONTINUED from Page 5

10480 Glasswater Lane - indianapolis, IN 46231

317-839-5808 - www.glasswatercreek-plainfield.com

AFFORDABLE ASSISTED LIVING

N
O
W

O
P
E
N

Managed by Gardant 
Management Solutions

1 Bedroom & Studio Apartment Homes Seniors 62 & Older

Sign up at: 
Versiti.org

or Call  
317-839-5808

June 10 • 11:00am – 3:00pm
Snow cones for all who attend!

BLOOD BLOOD 
DRIVEDRIVE

“The girl has multiple 
talents. Very intelligent. 

Total personality,” said Pam 
Lyons. “What Zainab has 
that makes her successful 

as a speaker is an ability to 
connect with the audience 
in both a logical way and 

an emotional way.”



May 13, 2022
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

12 COMMUNITY

HISTORY finds
Hendricks County bands

Hendricks County Historical Museum is at 170 S. Washington St., Danville. It is open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays March-December and for groups by appointment. Look for new displays at the 
March reopening. Contact the museum at hendrickscountymuseum.org or (317) 745-6158.

By Marty Carter 
“There was nothing like Saturday 

night in the summertime in the towns 
and villages of Hendricks County,” ac-
cording to the 1976 county history book. 
The credit goes to town bands that 
once existed in nearly every town in the 
county. 

Besides Saturday night concerts, they 
played for parades, business openings, 
political rallies and anywhere else they 
were invited. Any man who could play an 
instrument was welcome, sometimes re-
sulting in an odd balance of instruments, 
but they made do.

History records that North Salem was 
especially rich in musical talent, both 
instrumental and vocal. Musician Ned 
Clay grew up in North Salem and wrote 
at least two published songs, including 

“Indianapolis, We Love You,” the first of-
ficial song of Indianapolis. It was also 
once used as the Indianapolis 500 theme 
song.

Plainfield’s town band was directed 
by Chester Drake in the 1920s. Drake 
was a talented musician who taught at 
Plainfield High School for 25 years after 
starting bands and orchestras in several 
other county schools. He is credited with 
beginning a county-wide music program 
that was copied by other districts.

The picture above is currently on dis-
play at the museum and features the 
Danville town band.

An 1885 photo of the Pittsboro band 
below shows them dressed in uniforms 
ready for a parade. They wore their own 
coats embellished with braids that were 
sewn on by hand.

SLA Audiology is 
an independently 

and locally  
owned private 

practice hearing 
healthcare clinic in  

Brownsburg.

480 East Northfield Drive, Suite 600 
Brownsburg, IN 46112

(317) 932-0099 • SLAaudiology.com

Dr. Shannon L. Austin, 
Au.D., CCC-A

COMPREHENSIVE HEARING HEALTHCARE
• Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations for Adults & Pediatrics
• Communication Needs Assessments
• Earwax Management
• Hearing Aid Fittings, Repairs, and Programming of most brands
• Custom Hearing Protection
• Occupational Hearing Screenings
• Accepting Many Major Insurances

You can schedule an appointment by calling 
317-932-0099 or at our website at SLAaudiology.com

Hearing loss can lead to frustration and isolation and you need
a trusted advisor in your journey to better hearing. With 19 
years of experience, SLA Audiology is changing the expectation
of what hearing healthcare should be. We create a unique and
personalized experience through individualized care plans that
are priced transparently. Extended and virtual office hours are
available in our convenient location Monday thru Friday. We care
for the whole patient with the highest standard of care. Resolve
to hear better and live better in 2022 with SLA Audiology!
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ICONICarts

“The Hendricks County Community Foundation is a 
strong leader in Hendricks County and I love being 
able to help grow, enrich, and support our 
community through such an incredible organization”
 

- Joanna Sproull

950 N. Rangeline Rd., Ste. E, Carmel, IN 46032 • (317) 867-0900 • www.ctcarmel.com • M-F 9AM-5PM and Weekends/After Hours by Appt. Only

ONE OF
     THOSE DAYS?

CALL ON US AT ANY TIME
FOR SERVICES INCLUDING:
Hardware Troubleshooting
Software Troubleshooting
Internet/Email Setup and Assistance
Networking Wired & Wireless
Application Setup and Support
Regular Computer Maintenance
Virus Protection & Removal
Internet Security Troubleshooting
Remote Access & Diagnostics
Managed I/T Service Plans
Residential and Business Services
PC and Mac Service and Sales

HELP IS JUST
AROUND THE CORNER.

SCAN FOR
SPECIAL OFFER!

FREE IN-SHOP
DIAGNOSIS
UP TO $60 VALUE!

WE ARE YOUR APPLE SUPPORT EXPERTS!

317.867.0900

By Peg McRoy Glover

Local artist Israel Solomon will create a 
series of six paintings that will be hung at 
Gainsbridge Fieldhouse in downtown In-
dianapolis this summer.

Solomon is one of several artists chosen 
by Pacers Sports and Entertainment in 
partnership with the Indiana Arts Council 
for the art at the fieldhouse where the In-
diana Pacers and Fever play. 

His pieces tell the story of the Indiana 
Fever’s 2012 championship and is part of 
the fieldhouse’s ongoing Fieldhouse of 
the Future renovations. The 5-by-4 large-
scale paintings will be acrylic on canvas 
and hung in the lower level suites of the 
stadium.

“Basically, the concept that I took from 
the Fever’s championship season is ‘What 
does it take to win and be a champion?’” 
said Solomon. “One of the paintings will 
represent teamwork. Other concepts in-
clude focus, practice, resilience, celebra-
tion, being coached and being tired. There 
will be individual players represented in 
the artwork, but the focus will be on the 
team with multiple players in every scene.”

Creating portraiture is Solomon’s forte. 
“I have always been attracted to portrai-

ture in art with storytelling scenes,” said 
Solomon. “It attracts my eye as an artist, 
creating a story or defining something in a 
picture that is stagnant but conveys move-
ment and tells a story.”

The Avon resident has a studio at the 
Harrison Center of the Arts on the near 
northside of downtown Indianapolis. He is 
very appreciative of how far his art career 
has taken him, but he has a keen eye on 
his future. His long term goal is to place 
his work on a national platform outside 

of Indianapolis as well 
as in the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art at New-
fields. 

“Heroes that I have, 
have had their work 
noticed nationally be-
cause of the validity of 
their work,” said Solo-
mon. “Doing things like 
this amazing project at 
Gainbridge is a part of 
my journey, and I hope 
it leads me to other 
places as well. I don’t 
know how that will 
happen. I know that I 
have room for growth 
and that I can achieve 
more.”

He has done several 
public pieces, including 
a mural in Carmel Arts & 
Design District, a mural 
in Plainfield on the side of the Villa Havana 
Cigar Lounge and has work displayed on 
the second level of the Indianapolis Chil-
dren’s Museum. Solomon exhibited in vari-
ous venues around Indianapolis including 
the Indianapolis Artsgarden, Garfield Park 
Arts Center and the Indianapolis Zoo as 
well as during events such as Indianapolis 
Black Expo and the Indianapolis Art Cen-
ter’s Black Lives Matter event. 

Solomon and wife Chantay have two 
children. Their daughter Taylor attends 
Herron School, and their son Eli attends 
Avon Middle School North. 

To view Solomon’s artwork, visit isael-
solomonart.com. 

Hendricks County artist’s work will highlight 
WNBA championship at Gainbridge Fieldhouse

Avon resident 
Israel Solomon 
has been 
named one of 
several artists 
who will paint 
large pieces 
for permanent 
display at 
Gainbridge 
Fieldhouse in 
Indianapolis. He 
is pictured with 
one he did of 
wife, Chantay, on 
the grounds of 
the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art at 
Newfields. (Photo 
by Peg McRoy 
Glover)
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©Wellcare 2021

Benefits vary by plan. `Ohana Health Plan, a plan offered by WellCare Health Insurance of Arizona, Inc. Wellcare is the Medicare brand for Centene Corporation, an HMO, PPO, PFFS, PDP plan with a Medicare contract and is an approved Part D Sponsor. Our DSNP plans have 
a contract with the state Medicaid program. Enrollment in our plans depends on contract renewal. 

NA2WCMADV80170E_0000Y0020_WCM_80170E_Final6_M CMS Accepted 09252021

Contact:
1-855-462-6799 (TTY 711)

7 days a week,  
8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

wellcareforIN.com
per year

Get up to
$500

Choose Wellcare as your Medicare Advantage provider and you’ll get access 
to top-tier benefits like the Wellcare Flex Card! It’s a pre-funded debit card that 
you can use to pay for supplemental dental, vision, and hearing expenses.  
That may include things like:

• Prescription glasses or contacts 
• Dentures 
• Hearing Aids 
• Copays and more

So don’t wait to sign up for Wellcare and get your Wellcare Flex Card.

Pay for your extra dental, vision, 
and hearing expenses with 
The Wellcare Flex Card

THURSDAYS, 4-7 PM | 

Town Hall Green 
(61 N. Green St., Brownsburg)

May 26-September 1

June 2
Brownsburg high school
Art Show 
June 9
Strawberry Festival
June 23
Non-Profit Night
July 21
Kid Biz Market Night
August 4 
Corn Roast
August 18
Chamber Night
September 1
IU Health Night

AFTER HOURS MARKETAFTER HOURS MARKET

May 26, June 30, July 28, 
August 25

 
 

Live music and beer & wine 
garden provided by 

Books & Brews

6-8 PM, TOWN HALL GREEN

ICONIC briefs
Hendricks Power, Endeavor Communications 

receive grant
Hendricks Power Cooperative and En-

deavor Communications are among 12 
Indiana electric cooperatives and their 
partner organizations to receive funding 
from the Next Level Connections Broad-
band Grant Program. 

The program, in its third phase, fosters 
broadband infrastructure investment in 
unserved areas of the state. The grant 

will be just over $987,000 to help expand 
and provide internet and other telecom-
munication services throughout north-
western Putnam County. 

The partnership between Hendricks 
Power and Endeavor Communications 
formed in 2019 and is called Hendricks 
Power’s HP Connect. For more informa-
tion, visit join.weendeavor.com.

Actors Theatre of Indiana 
welcomes Brownsburg board member

Actors Theatre of Indiana announced 
their newest board members, including 
Brownsburg resident Kim Speer. 

Speer grew up in Evansville, gradu-
ated from Indiana University in 1987 and 
Valparaiso University School of Law in 
1990. After practicing law for 15 years, 
stayed home to focus on her family and 
community. As a community volunteer, 

Speer has served in several organizations 
including Hendricks Regional Health 
and Sheltering Wings, president of the 
Brebeuf Jesuit Mother’s Association and 
the DePauw University Parents Council. 

Speer loves the arts. She and her hus-
band Kevin live in Brownsburg and love 
traveling and spending time with their 
sons Eric and Cole.
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ICONIC brief
BHS marching band earns prestigious award

The Brownsburg High School March-
ing Band was presented with The Sudler 
Shield Award for 2021. The Sudler Shield 
is an international award presented by 
the John Philip Sousa Foundation recog-
nizing high school, youth and interna-
tional marching bands of world class 

excellence. 
Representatives from the John Philip 

Sousa Association were at the event and 
joined Brownsburg Community School 
Corporation and Brownsburg High 
School Administration to present the 
award.

(Photo provided by Brownsburg Community School Corporation)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Hendricks County Assessor’s Office will be mailing the 2022 Notice of Assessment of Land and 

Structures (Form 11) by Friday, April 29, 2022. The assessed value on the Form 11 is the starting point for 
calculating annual property tax payments which will be due in 2023. THIS IS NOT A BILL, but rather a No-
tice of Assessment change from 2021 to 2022. Your assessment is not static. Assessed values may change 
when there is new construction, additions, remodeling, land use changes or due to annual adjustments 
based on market trending.

Every year valid market sales from the previous 12 months are compared to the assessed values. The 
way we determine the true tax value for the 2022 assessment year is based on market value sales of prop-
erties between the dates 1/1/2021 and 12/31/2021. The assessment will go up, down or remain the same 
depending on the “trend” of the market. 

Assessment increases for the 2022 assessment year can be attributed to updated cost table values, 
changes to the property determined during reassessment and annual adjustment factors, based on skyrock-
eting sale prices. Our internal analysis established a median assessment increase of around 12%.

In a recent article from the Indy Star, data was analyzed from Realtor.com and found that the median 
sale price for residential property in Hendricks County increased by 19.55% from a year ago. Monthly statis-
tics from F.C. Tucker Company revealed the Year-to-Date home sale prices for central Indiana increased by 
15.3%. Additionally, the Year-to-Date average sales price for Hendricks County, from March 2021 to March 
2022, increased by 17.2%. As a comparison, for the same YTD time period, Boone County sales prices 
increased 16.1 %, Putnam County’s increased by 31.7%, Morgan County’s increased by 10.8% and Marion 
County’s increased by 18.1%. 

If you do not believe that your new assessment is reflective of market value, please do not wait until you 
receive your tax bill in the Spring of 2023 to file an appeal.  An appeal filed in 2022 will be reviewed for the 
2022 pay 2023 assessment year. Appeals are year specific, based on the assessment year. Therefore, if you 
have an appeal on file for a previous year that has not yet been addressed and you believe that the current 
assessment is not reflective of the current market value, you will need to file a new appeal for the current 
year. Multiple year appeals will be reviewed simultaneously.

***The Deadline to file a 2022 Residential or Commercial/Industrial Appeal is June 15, 2022*** 
To file an appeal, complete a Form 130, found under Forms on the Assessor’s page of the county 

website at www.co.hendricks.in.us.  Please include any recent sale information, the requested value & the 
reason for the appeal.  If you have a recent appraisal, you may submit a copy for review along with the Form 
130. The 2022 Property Record Cards (PRC) can be found from the home page of the county website, on 
the left side under Quick Links, click” View, Print, Pay Taxes”, search for the property by name, address, or 
parcel number. Once identified, the PRC is linked to the icon on the right.

New this year and for your convenience, the County Assessor has partnered with Beacon Schneider to 
bring you a useful on-line tool that will allow you to not only file an assessment appeal, but also provide you 
with current and appropriate sales comparison data. Instructions for how to file for an assessment appeal is 
available on the Assessor’s page of the county website, under the sub-category of Appeals. This will show 
you a step-by-step guide for filing an appeal on-line, as well as provide you with appropriate comparison 
data.
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

WHATEVER IT TAKESNotables
Compiled by Mike Beas

Second-ranked and reigning state 
runner-up Brownsburg boys track and 
field captured the Zionsville Invitational 
as senior John Colquitt eclipsed the 
meet record in the 110-meter hurdles 
with a time of 14.21 seconds. Colquitt 
also won the long jump and 300 low 
hurdles, while contributing to the 
record-setting 4x100 relay that also 
included Zemonda Wilson, Caleb Mar-
cus and Dominic Calhoun. Meanwhile, 
Haiden Diemer-McKinney finished 
first in the 800 while taking part in the 
victorious 4x400 relay that included Cal-
houn, Jalen Larkey and Scotty Tienda.

The Bulldogs girls squad finished 
third at Zionsville, led by Aysa Thruston 
winning the 100-meter dash and being 
part of the second-place 4x100 relay 
that included Izzy Neal, Hailey Hoskins 
and Darrelle Rice. Also for the Bulldogs, 
Quinci Thomas was second in the long 
jump, as was Rice in the 100.

Brownsburg girls tennis picked up a 
win over Terre Haute South, 4-1, with 
Ava Allen winning her No. 1 singles 
match and Hannah Schwab prevail-
ing in the second singles spot. The No. 
1 doubles match went to the Bulldogs 
duo of Evelyn Cougill and Shelby Allen 
with Aubrey Wagner and Emma Jones 
taking care of business at No. 2 doubles.

The Tri-West baseball team won by 
ends of a doubleheader at home against 
Sagamore Conference foe Frankfort by 
identical 3-0 scores. Junior Jeff Marsh 
produced two hits and freshman Jack-
son Catt drove in two runs in the open-
er, while sophomore pitchers Max Ward 
and Brady White combined for a two-
hitter. In the second game, Marsh and 
Reid Benner both had two hits with 
both of Benner’s being doubles. Sopho-
more Isaac Pierson pitched a two-hit-
ter, going the distance and striking out 
four batters.

By Mike Beas

It shouldn’t surprise those who know Caleb McRoberts that he’s 
taken part in seven different track and field events in his time at 
Danville High School.

Anything to help his team.
“Caleb is just one of those utility kids for us,” said fourth-year War-

riors girls and boys track coach Rosie Fakes. “If we have events to 
participate in and we go to him, he’ll do it. To have someone you 
know you can go to and will come through for you, it’s awesome.

“He’s a great leader by example.”
McRoberts, a senior, primarily competes in the 110- and 300-me-

ter hurdles as well as the long jump.
At last year’s Plainfield Sectional, McRoberts placed 11th in the 

110s in 17.41 seconds, 13th in the 300s (45.34) and 15th in the 
long jump (18 feet, 3½ inches). According to Fakes, he’s also high 
jumped, run the 200- and 400-meter dashes and been part of Dan-
ville’s 4x400 relay at some point.

“If Caleb is close to someone in a race, you can see him change 
to a different gear to either catch and pass someone or put more 
distance between them,” said Fakes. “He is a strong competitor who 
does not want to get beat.

“He is also one of the most humble athletes I’ve ever coached.”
This past fall, McRoberts, a linebacker for the Warriors football 

squad, helped the team finish 10-2 with his 65 tackles (second-best 
on the team) and seven tackles for loss. As a junior, he contributed 
a total of 27 tackles for a team that marched all the way to the Class 
3A state championship game before losing to Indianapolis Bishop 
Chatard, 42-14.

McRoberts, who also carries a 3.8 grade-point average, did a Q&A 
with ICON:

Q: How many sports have you played in your four years at 
Danville High School?

A: I’ve played three sports: football, track and field and then I did 
basketball my freshman and sophomore years. My favorite is 
football. I like the team aspect, and it’s a tight knit group.

Q: What other clubs or activities are you in?
A: I’m in National Honor Society and the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes.

Q: This being your last season of track and field, what are your 
goals?

A: My main goal is to finish first in the (Sagamore) conference 
meet in the 110 hurdles. I don’t know what place I got last season, 
but my time wasn’t too off of first place. I think it’s an achievable 
goal.

Q: What are your plans after graduating from Danville High 
School?

A: In July, I leave for basic training in Fort Benning, Ga. My job will 
be in infantry. I get back in January and plan on going to college 
when I get back. I’m looking at Indiana State right now, but I’ve 
also considered Ball State and IUPUI.

Call 317.944.9400 to 
schedule an appointment 
with Emily Cha, MD

Learn more about shoulder pain—what causes it, how it 
progresses and options that can help you stop feeling trapped 

by discomfort. Schedule an appointment with a highly skilled 
orthopedic specialist at Indiana University Health.

COMMUNITY

Danville senior helps lead boys 
track and field team

Danville senior Caleb McRoberts has tried as many as seven track and field 
events but focuses on hurdles and long jump.  (Photo by Dave Gansert)
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Offer is online only. Valid for up to 8 discounts. No double discounts. Expires October 30, 2022.
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ERASING THE STIGMA
By  Amie Scott

Robin Williams said, “Comedy is acting out 
optimism.”

Lael Hill, Executive Director of Men-
tal Health of America Hendricks County 
(MHAHC), is full of optimism – as well as fear-
lessness and passion when it comes to her 
organization and the impact they make in 
people’s lives.

Hill is candid about her own background. 
Sharing her story and the path she took to 
arrive here is all part of the journey. Navigat-
ing the challenges of anxiety and depression 
in her youth, Hill always enjoyed comedic 
outlets and found shows like Saturday Night 
Live (SNL) therapeutic and inspiring.  She had 
dreams of hitting Chicago to study at Second 
City and join the ranks of the SNL greats, but 
was impeded by a mental health crisis. Ironi-
cally, it was her poor experience with a com-
munity mental health agency that led her to 
where she is today.

After failing to get the necessary help and 
realizing just how critical good, de-stigma-
tized mental health resources are within 
communities, she switched her focus and 
completed her Bachelor’s Degree in Social 
Work at Indiana University. Since then, she’s 
worked 14 years in social services with a 
focus in child welfare, criminal justice, and 
mental health. She is the founder of the Indi-
ana Coalition for Crime Victim’s Rights (About 
- Indiana Coalition for Crime Victim’s Rights 
(indianavictimsrights.org). Their mission is to 
restore the lives of victims through law, jus-
tice, and crime victims’ rights within Indiana’s 
criminal justice system. A victim of a crime 
herself, this personal trauma inspired Hill to 
channel those feelings and help others.

“I have witnessed resiliency and strength 
through the people I serve, and it moves me 
to the understanding that no matter what 
happens to you in life, hope and resiliency in 
the human spirit will help you persevere and 
come out strong and mighty. The human 
spirit is amazing and getting to witness this 
type of strength and resiliency is what keeps 
me going back to work every day”, said Hill.

A self-described visionary, Hill is candid 
about her fearlessness in verbalizing ideas to 
a community. 

“I believe so many people have so many 
great ideas, but their fear of what others may 
think of that idea may hold them back in 

sharing an innovative, dynamic idea or plan.  
As leaders, we must be dynamic and fearless 
when it comes to innovation and ideas.  At 
times you may get laughed at, but most of 
the time people support you.  And when that 
happens, lives change for the better.  Never 
be afraid to speak up and share an idea!  If it’s 
at all possible, speak up! We may not be able 
to change the world, but we can change our 
community, one great idea at a time”.

Mental Health of America Hendricks 
County has given Hill the opportunity to 
continue the impact in her backyard. With 
her colleague, Deana Carter, the two of them 
along with their board of directors are work-
ing to continue to innovate and more impor-
tantly, listen to the needs in the community.  
They’ll be working on the 2023-26 strategic 
plan and are accounting for needs like sui-
cide prevention, continued mental health 
support services and education, as well as 
a focus on trauma-informed care. Their new 
Open Door Social Club is designed to offer “a 
safe social & educational space for adults liv-
ing with mental illness or in recovery who are 
treatment compliant. Members are able to 
explore through art, cooking, music, games 
and more. Life skills building, peer support, 
wellness workshops and educational pro-
grams are available”. Community Services – 
Mental Health America of Hendricks County 
(mhahc.org)

As part of the Open Door Social Club, 
they’re excited to offer special programming 
just for veterans, including an art therapy 

program in partnership with the VA and Her-
ron School of Art.  They hope to launch it by 
the end of the year. 

 As a not-for-profit community organiza-
tion, it’s always exhilarating to come up with 
new ways to better serve, but it’s not without 
its challenges either.  Funding is always an 
issue and dependent upon volunteers and 
community to help support the mission.  
Organizations like IU West and United Way 
Central Indiana have generously donated 
on several projects (most recently the Open 
Door Social Club).

When asked what she looks forward to at 
her job everyday, Hill said, “I look forward to 
instilling hope into our community one per-
son, business, family and coalition at a time. 
In the helping profession, the best thing 
about our jobs is the feedback we receive 
from clients. I will never forget one client 
once telling me “If it wasn’t for you, I wouldn’t 
have gotten out of bed today”. The feeling 
you have that you truly helped someone is 
the best thing about my job.”

For more information about all the great 
programs and services offered by MHAHC, 
visit their website at: Mental Health America 
of Hendricks County (mhahc.org)

From left, Sandy Imanse, Lael Hill and Bill Wehner (Submitted photo)
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Clear Creek & Gilpin Counties or the American 
Cancer Society.

BROWNSBURG

Phillip R. Brumley
Phillip R. Brumley, 92, passed away April 21, 
2022. He was born Feb. 11, 1930. Services were 
held May 2 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
with military honors.

Garrett Anthony Creek 
Garrett Anthony Creek, 20, passed away May 
5, 2022. He was born Aug. 11, 2001. Services 
will be at 5 p.m. May 13 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg. 

James M. Dezelan Sr.
James M. Dezelan Sr., 90, passed away April 26, 
2022. He was born April 5, 1932. Services were 
held May 3. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Donna M. Edwards
Donna M. Edwards, 84, passed away May 8, 2022. 
She was born Sept. 15, 1937. Private services are 
planned. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Jeffrey Allen Luther
Jeffrey Allen Luther, 58, passed away April 30, 
2022. He was born Dec. 11, 1963. Services were 
held May 11 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 
Contributions may be made to the Humane 
Society of Indianapolis.

FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

AVON

Sarajean Billhymer
Sarajean Billhymer, 78, passed away May 2, 2022. 
She was born March 23, 1944. Services were held 
May 5 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Jacqueline “Jackie”  
Dawn (West) Gates

Jacqueline “Jackie” Dawn (West) Gates, 92, 
passed away April 29. She was born Oct. 6, 1929. 
Services were held May 6 at Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon.

George R. Morrison
George R. Morrison, 78, Brownsburg, passed 
away May 2, 2022. He was born July 20, 1943. 
Services were held May 7 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg. 

Grace Ellen Nicodemus
Grace Ellen Nicodemus, 78, passed away May 5, 
2022. She was born Oct. 8, 1943. Services were 
held May 10 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 
Contributions may be made to the American 
Diabetes Association.

Carolyn V. Everett Ropa 
Carolyn V. Everett Ropa, 85, passed away 
April 16, 2022. She was born March 28, 1937. 
Services were held April 21. Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg, was entrusted with arrangements.
Contributions may be made to the Northwest 
Indiana Symphony Orchestra, Arc-Jefferson, 

COMMUNITY

Barton L. Gross
Barton L. Gross, 78, passed away May 3, 2022. He 
was born May 3, 1944. Services were held May 9 
at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 

Paul F. Rhodes
Paul F. Rhodes, 62, passed away April 25, 2022. 
He was born Oct. 14, 1959. Services were held 
May 5. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements. Contributions 
may be made to Connection Pointe Christian 
Church or Christian Surfers.

Marcia J. Rodarmel
Marcia J. Rodarmel, 74, passed away April 24, 
2022. She was born Aug. 24, 1947. Services were 
held April 26. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements. Contributions 
may be made to the Plainfield United Methodist 
Church Music Guild.

CAMBY

Valrie “Val” Stinnett
Valrie “Val” Stinnett, 67, passed away May 2, 
2022. She was born July 30, 1954. Services 
were held May 5 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

COATESVILLE

Vinton Ray Trump
Vinton Ray Trump, 79, passed away May 2, 
2022. He was born Feb. 5, 1943. No services are 
planned. Bousley Funeral Home, Coatesville, was 
entrusted with arrangements.  

DANVILLE

Charlo “Joyce” Montandon
Charlo “Joyce” Montandon, 77, passed away April 
27. 2022. She was born Nov. 15, 1944.
Services were pending at press time at Conkle 
Funeral Home, Avon.

Harold Leon Smith
Harold Leon Smith, 82, passed away April 25, 
2022. He was born Aug. 3, 1939. Services were 
held April 29 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville. 

INDIANAPOLIS

Diane E. Smith
Diane E. Smith, 76, passed away May 2, 2022. She 
was born Sept. 19, 1945. Services were held May 
6 at Conkle Funeral Home, Speedway. Donations 
may be made to Clayton Christian Church.

HAZELWOOD

Chandler M. Nelson
Chandler M. Nelson, 20, passed away April 26, 
2022. He was born Jan. 9, 2002. Services were 
held May 2. Bousley Funeral Home, Coatesville, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

MOORESVILLE

Naomi Ruth Baker
Naomi Ruth Baker, 87, passed away on May 3, 
2022. She was born Oct. 27, 1934. Services were 
held May 6. Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service 
and Crematory, Mooresville, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

PITTSBORO

Dennis Ray Young
Dennis Ray Young, 76, passed away April 24, 
2022. He was born May 4, 1945. Services were 
held May 2 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

PLAINFIELD

Patricia “Pat/Nana” T. Aubruner
Patricia “Pat/Nana” T. Aubruner, 87, passed away 
April 29, 2022. She was born Sept. 13, 1934. 
Services will be held at a later date. Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted 
with arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to Plainfield Church Federation Food Pantry, St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, Plainfield. 

Kathleen Malott
Kathleen Malott, 88, passed away April 30, 2022. 
She was born July 26, 1933. Services were held 
May 9. Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service and 
Crematory, Mooresville, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Lou Ann Selch
Lou Ann Selch, 69, passed away April 24, 
2022. She was born March 13, 1953. Visitation 
was May 2, 2022 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.  

Steven L. Wendell
Steven L. Wendell, 70, passed away April 24, 
2022. He was born March 14, 1952. Services 
will be held at a later date. Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made to 
the Hendricks County Animal Shelter.

Hendricks County obituaries are printed 
free of charge up to 50 words.  

Funeral directors are encouraged  
to send obituaries and photos  

to lyla@icontimes.com.
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2 Downtown Indy Pizza
____________________
____________________

1 New Marion County Courthouse Neighborhood
______________________

5 Indy 500 Team Owners
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Garage Items
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53
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Across
1. Old name of a local elec-
tric co.
4. Dr. Aleesia Johnson’s org.
7. Broad Ripple bouncers 
check them
10. Some IU Heath ER cases
13. Teachers’ grp.
14. Scot’s denial
15. Victory Field souvenir 
shop buy
16. Garden tool
17. Reddy hit: “___ Woman”
18. Kind of Indiana court
20. Raggedy doll
21. “Saturday Night Fever” 
star
23. Oak nuts
25. Fla. neighbor
26. 3-D trick-picture fad of 
the 1990s
28. An omen
32. They hit the ground 
running
33. Zoo beast
34. ___ and crossbones
36. Twilled fabric
40. Top role for the Hen-
dricks Civic Theatre
42. Test for purity
44. Rip
45. Seasonal Golden Arches 
sandwich
47. “Poison” shrub

49. In shape
50. Brownsburg 
HS soccer team 
score
52. Scholarly
54. Caribbean 
islands
58. Rap’s Dr. ___
59. More or less
60. Tale of woe
65. Texter’s 
“Enough 
already!”
66. Family 
nickname
68. Take to Hen-
dricks County 
Court
69. Tattle
70. Not pos.
71. Flub
72. QVC rival
73. James 
Whitcomb Riley 
tribute
74. Purdue’s 
Ross-___ 
Stadium
75. ICON rev-
enue source
76. New name of a local 
electric co....and the end of 
the word ladder in the gray 
squares

Down
1. O., to O. Henry?
2. Bosc, e.g.
3. Dalai ___
4. Shoe parts

5. “Diana” singer
6. Penrod Arts Fair mo.
7. “Rocks” in a bar
8. Wreck
9. Homo sapiens, e.g.
10. Chicago airport
11. An Osmond
12. Have a feeling
19. Colt foe
22. Brew Link Brewing vessel
24. Eightsome
27. Burning
28. Lifeline locale
29. Oil org.
30. Backside
31. Skirmish
35. Baton Rouge sch.
37. Mortgage adjustment, 
briefly
38. Hoosier Park racing 
stride
39. Art Deco icon
41. Sudoku entry
43. Convict, slangily
46. Shapiro’s Deli meat
48. Foul-mouthed people
51. “Batman” butler
53. Pistons, on a Pacers 
scoreboard
54. Houston ballplayer
55. Desert roamer
56. Unimaginative
57. Form 1040 fig.
61. Draft status
62. Labor Dept. watchdog
63. Deceit
64. Desires
67. Go from 0 to 60, say

Answers on 
Page 24

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 05/31/2022

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!

PUZZLES



May 13, 2022
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

20

EVENTScalendar
MAY
13 Friday
Country Line Dancing
6-8 p.m., Washington Township Park pavilion, 115 S. County 
Road 575, Avon. Learn from the best to kick up your heels. 
Program will be held in the pavilion. Ages 10 and older. Cost: 
$5. washingtontwpparks.org/country-line-dance-class.html

13 Friday
Community Worship Night
5:30-10 p.m., Avon Wedding Barn, 7424 E. CR 100 N, Avon. 
Come and go or stay the whole time. Worship led by multiple 
ministries including Our Father’s House, Bread of Life, Table 
Fellowship, The Gathering and Contend Music with Izzy 
Wignall. 

14 Saturday
Man in Black Johnny Cash Tribute Concert
2-3 p.m., The Royal Theater, 59 S. Washington St., Danville. 
Cost: $15. Hear No. 1 and popular Johnny Cash songs 
performed by the Glacier Line Jammers Band. facebook.com/
Glacier-Line-Jammers-Band-LLC-Avon-IN-108252400754867

14 Saturday
Plainfield Band Concert at Hummel Park
6 p.m. festivities, 7 p.m. concert, Hummel Park, 1500 S. Center 
St., Plainfield. Free admission. Food for purchase, 50/50 
drawing, corn hole tournament for $10 per team, silent 
auction and band merchandise. plainfieldband.org

14 Saturday
Dancing with the Hendricks County Stars
6-10 p.m., Hendricks County Fairgrounds & Conference 
Center, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. Cost: $70. This is the 
seventh annual fundraiser for the Hendricks County Historical 
Museum. Doors open at 6 p.m. (cash bar), dinner at 6:45 p.m., 
competition at 8 p.m. hendrickscountymuseum.org

14 Saturday
Coffee & Canvas
6:30-8:30 p.m., Pecar Park, 115 S. CR 575, Avon. The artist will 
lead attendees through a start to finish piece of art, enjoying 
a warm cup of coffee and creating something beautiful. Cost: 
$25/person. washingtontwpparks.org/coffee--canvas.html

14-15 Saturday-Sunday
Cleetus & Cars
10 a.m.-10 p.m., Lucas Oil Raceway at Indianapolis, 10267 
E. U.S. 136, Brownsburg. Cleetus & Cars and the Indy 800 

presented by Summit Racing Equipment comes to the 
raceway this spring with a burnout show, demolition 
drag racing and shenanigans. Cost: $30 adults, $10 kids. 
cleetusmcfarland.com/events

15 Sunday
Bridal Wars
12:30-4:30 p.m., Martha’s Orchard, 6578 S. CR 400 E, Clayton. 
Cost: $15. Bridal Wars is a bridal competition and bachelorette 
party style games with local wedding pros. Includes bar, 
food trucks and a cheering squad. Teams will compete in 
challenges for bragging rights and prizes. bridalwarsevent.
com/bridal-wars-indianapolis

15 Sunday
Mushroom Hunting 101
1-2 p.m., Pock Woods, Pecar Park Nature Center, 5203 E. 
CR 150 N, Avon. Join the park naturalist and learn about 
mushrooms. wtp.recdesk.com

15 Sunday
Raise the Woof!
3 p.m. VIP admission, 4 p.m. general admission, Avon Wedding 
Barn, 7424 N. CR 100 N., Avon. Celebrate animal rescue. 
Proceeds benefit Misty Eyes Animal Center, mistyeyes.org.

4914 ROCKVILLE RD. | 317-381-9787 | WWW.DAMMANNS.COM

ONE STOP FOR A THRIVING LANDSCAPE!
Trees • Shrubs • Annuals • Perennials • Hanging Baskets • 

Groundcovers Veggies & Herbs • Houseplants & Succulents • 
Pots & Planters • Onion Sets & Slips • Grass Seed • Sod • Soil 

Amendments & Fertilizers • Mulches
SCAN HERE 

for a chance 
to win a 
hanging 
basket!
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USA OF INDIANA

Register Online at www.USAofIndiana.org

Questions? Call 317-767-0699 

Born 2015-2014-2013

June 7 & 8, 2022
6:00 to 8:00 pm

2022 Travel Soccer Tryouts

Boys & Girls

Hendricks Division

USAI Brownsburg Soccer Complex
3400 N. County Line Rd. 600 East

Born 2012 to 2007

June 13 & 14, 2022
6:00 to 8:00 pm

Pike Division

Mary & John Geisse Soccer Complex
7225 W. 56th Street

Born 2006-2005-2004-2003

June 13 & 14, 2022
Times on Website

17 Tuesday
De-Stress Fest
3:15-4:45 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Teens, 
take a relaxing break from studying to 
decorate cookies, make floam and color. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info 

18 Wednesday
Pittsboro Farmers Market
5:30-7:30 p.m., Pittsboro United Methodist 
Church, 227 E. Main St., Pittsboro. 
The market kicks off May 18 and runs 
weekly on Wednesdays through Sept. 
14. Items will include honey, vegetables, 
fruits, beef and more. facebook.com/
events/203702644330825/

19 Thursday
Nerf Wars! at Pecar Park
6-7 p.m., Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N., 
Avon. Bring Nerf Blasters and shoot it out 
in this free program. Nerf Elite darts will be 
supplied. Eye protection recommended. 
washingtontwpparks.org

21 Saturday
Walking for the Health of It
9 a.m.-12 p.m., Williams Park, 75 Queensway 
Drive, Avon. The second 5K for Mental 
Health Awareness includes 5k (3.1 miles) 
run/walk and a 1-mile dedication walk. 
runsignup.com/Race/IN/Brownsburg/

WalkingfortheHealthofIt

21 Saturday
“Star Wars: A New Hope” Pittsboro Parks 
Movie Night
7 p.m., Scamahorn Park, Pittsboro. 
Movie starts at dusk. Free popcorn 
by Pittsboro Parks. facebook.com/
pittsboroindianaparksandrecreation

21-22 Saturday-Sunday
Central Indiana Enchanted Fairy Festival
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Beasley’s Orchard, 2304 
E. Main St., Danville. Festival includes 
immersion into the fairy world, four 
entertainment stages, games, tea party, 
music, live unicorns, fairy art and craft 
vendors. centralinfairyfest.org

22 Sunday
Try Tri Indy Series
8 a.m., Brownsburg High School, 1000 S. 
Odell St., Brownsburg. Price: $50. This is the 
first of three races in the Try Tri Indy Series. 
runsignup.com/Race/IN/Brownsburg/
TryTriIndySeries

22 Sunday
Benefit Concert for Susie’s Place
7 p.m., The Royal Theater, 59 S. Washington 
St., Danville. Cost: $100. Acoustic concert 
with Billy Dean and special guest 
Danville native Levi Riggs. Proceeds 
benefit Susie’s Place. eventbrite.com/e/

NIGHT & DAY
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Ala carte: Who brings 
the junk into our pantry?

EDITORIAL

Instead of complaining, 
pitch in and take 
Hendricks County  

towns to task
It’s surprising how much we miss and 

how skewed our worldview can get.
Take for instance, the recent Primary 

Election. In Boone County, a man ac-
cused of killing his wife got 60 votes for 
a township board position. Granted, he 
was guaranteed because of no challeng-
ers. But doesn’t it make you wonder what 
those 60 knew and why they didn’t know 
more before they went to the polls?

Brownsburg Town Council member 
Brian Jessen announces, on Facebook, 
that Sportsman’s Warehouse has chosen 
to open a store near the new Kroger. 
What followed was a tirade of disgrun-
tled citizens who didn’t seem happy 
about anything because it’s not where 
they would locate the store or the type 
of store they want in town. Nevermind 
that empty retail space will not sit.

Add to that the controversy over 
school curriculum, and you could get 
the idea that people in Brownsburg 
are perpetually angry. What’s worse, is 
the few who are loud and disgruntled 
(which likely represent a small portion of 
the growing community) expect all their 
problems to be fixed by elected officials. 
Common misconception: Town leaders 
are rulers of all they survey.

Not true.
Granted, town leaders can do much to 

improve their areas, but they can’t force 
the post office to kill the dandelions or 
make terms for new businesses to come 
for building owners.

It’s unclear how much, if any, previous 
decisions by the council went into the 
move by Sportsman’s Warehouse, but 
this council has pushed for commercial 
and industrial development to broaden 
the area’s tax base. 

It has been a very painful transition 
and obviously not what some local resi-
dents assumed they were getting when 
they chose to live here.

The council hired a former economic 
director to run the town. The council 
has pushed and voted for development 
along Ronald Reagan Parkway. These 
decisions helped lay the groundwork for 
the retail growth, but so did residents 
who chose the area.

Before you cast stones, visit town 
board meetings. Get involved. Take the 
elected officials to task for their vision of 
the future. Appreciate living in a county 
that is growing and evolving instead of 
shrinking, losing business and closing 
schools.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Danville Community High School 
students in advanced college 

project biology class recently took a 
field trip to Shades State Park to finish 
their bird unit with a hike and bird 
count.

Danville schools National Honor 
Society students spent the day 

with the parks department April 26. 
They helped plant flowers, pull weeds 
and put mulch on playgrounds.

Danville Community High School 
students in landscape manage-

ment class have been working in the 
greenhouse pinching back geraniums. 
These plants will be sold in the FFA Plant 
Sale in May.

Community volunteers spent 
time with Danville South 

Elementary third graders each Monday 
as part of the United Way of Central 
Indiana ReadUP program. The program 
helps students perfect their literacy 
skills. 

A local American Heritage Girls 
Troop spent time April 22 helping 

with spring cleaning at Arbuckle Acres 
Park in Brownsburg.

The Brownsburg Economic 
Development Department said it 

set a record-breaking year with $155.95 
million in capital investments and 959 
full time jobs created in 2021. The 
Development Services Department 
issued 54 commercial permits, a 10% 
increase from 2020. 

The Watermill Splash Pad at 
Williams Park in Brownsburg 

opens on May 28. It will be open daily 10 
a.m.-8:30 p.m. through Sept. 25.

The Breakfast Company will open 
a new location along Main Street 

in Brownsburg.

By Dick Wolfsie

On the Wolfsie refrigerator, next to a photo 
of me hugging Goofy at Disney World (I was a 
mere 57 years old at the time) is Mary Ellen’s 
list of items to be purchased on her next trip 
to the supermarket. Needless to say, there 
is frequent updating, like if we consume the 
last of the mayonnaise or the dog got into 
the pantry and gobbled up all the raisin bran. 
Our beagle did that frequently. The good 
news is that it made him very regular.

Mary Ellen’s 
list is a model 
for all Americans 
who want to eat 
healthy. There’s 
skim milk, low-fat 
cottage cheese, 
broccoli, skinless 
chicken breasts and granola. 

Here’s the question: If that’s pretty 
much what the list always looks like, how 
did all the other crapola we eat end up in 
our kitchen? Who smuggled in the chips, 
the hard salami, the doughnuts and the 
creamed spinach soufflé, which contains an 
alarming 27 grams of fat? 

I am the culprit, of course, and that is why 
I avoid food shopping with my wife. When 
we do go together, I’m on a very short leash, 
and the chances of getting any treats are 
zero, even if I beg. I wish my wife would 
treat me more like a dog. I deserve it.

We used to go to the store together all 
the time. She was confusing its significance 
with the aisle we walked down 40-plus 
years ago. But there’s a huge difference: Af-
ter I said “I do” in l980, Mary Ellen didn’t say, 
“I don’t think this is good for you,” or “Are 
you sure this is what you really want?” and 
when we kissed during the service, she defi-
nitely didn’t say, “You still have plenty of this 

back home.”
I’m second-guessed about everything I 

put in the shopping cart. Here are some of 
Mary Ellen’s favorite expressions:

No one still living eats white bread.
Yes, we do need baked beans, if you don’t 

count the 24 cans on top of the pool table.
Why are you buying low-fat trail mix bars? 

You know you’re not going to eat them.
Why are you buying cheese puffs? You 

know you’re going 
to eat them.

Mary Ellen has 
junk-food radar 
and more often 
than not, she’ll 
locate my hidden 
cache with just a 

glance. I try to sneak things into the basket, 
but it’s tough to hide a large Tombstone pizza 
under a can of peaches. Having to put an item 
back on the shelf is the most humiliating thing 
that can happen to a guy — at least in public.

Recently I ran into a friend at the grocery 
store. “Hey, Dick, doing a little reverse shop-
ping, are you? You must be here with the wife.”

To avoid future embarrassment, I told 
Mary Ellen that this week I was going to go 
to the store alone. She said that was fine, 
and Saturday morning she handed me a 
sheet of paper.

“Thank you, Mary Ellen, but I don’t need a 
shopping list.”

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

VIEWS

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you …

In Horneytown, N.C., it’s illegal to open a mas-
sage parlor.

STRANGE LAW

“A room without books is like a body without a soul.” 
— Marcus Tullius Cicero

QUOTE

Mary Ellen has junk-food radar and 
more often than not, she’ll locate my 

hidden cache with just a glance.



May 13, 2022
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

24 HEALTH

By: Jenae Chamberlain  

May is National Stroke 
Awareness Month. A stroke occurs when a 
blood clot or broken blood vessel interrupts 
the blood flow to your brain. Strokes can be 
fatal, but immediate treatment can greatly 
improve your chance of survival and im-
proved health following a stroke. 

It’s important to know 
what symptoms look like.  

Knowing the signs to look for can avoid 
delays in immediate 
care and medical at-
tention. Symptoms 
can include numb-
ness or weakness in 
the face, arm or leg, 
severe headache, 
trouble walking or 
other signs of loss of 
coordination, difficul-
ty seeing, confusion 
and dizziness. After 
a stroke begins, there is a narrow window of 
time to obtain the most effective treatments. 
Call 911 immediately if you believe you or a 
loved one may be having a stroke. 

There are two main types of strokes.  
The two main types of strokes are isch-

emic and hemorrhagic. An ischemic stroke 
is caused by a blood clot that blocks a blood 
vessel to the brain. A transient ischemic at-
tack (TIA), or “ministroke,” often resembles a 
stroke, but typically lasts less than an hour 
and does not cause permanent damage. 

However, this type of stroke should still 
be treated as an emergency and may be a 
warning sign that an ischemic stroke could 
present later. 

A hemorrhagic stroke is caused by a burst 
blood vessel in the brain. These can also oc-
cur in the space surrounding the brain.  

Certain factors can put you at risk.  
Some health conditions and lifestyle 

choices, such as high blood pressure, dia-
betes, cardiovascular disease and smoking, 
can put one at a higher risk for ischemic 
stroke. Maintaining a healthy lifestyle is im-
portant for stroke prevention.    

Tests can help diagnose a stroke.  
At the emergency 

department, you will 
receive diagnostic 
and imaging tests 
to help your care 
team determine the 
presence of a stroke, 
along with its type. 
This will ensure that 
treatment begins 
immediately. 

Diagnostic tests 
include computer 

tomography (CT), computed tomography 
angiography (CTA), computed tomography 
perfusion (CTP), magnetic resonance imag-
ing (MRI) and cerebral angiography (CA).  

If you or someone you love is experienc-
ing stroke symptoms, call 911 immediately. 
Do not try to drive yourself or your loved 
one to the hospital. 

National Stroke Awareness 
Month: How to spot the signs  
NUTRITION

Jenae Chamberlain is a registered nurse 
and the quality and stroke coordinator at 
IU Health West Hospital. 

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 19

I P L I P S I D S O D S
N E A N A E C A P H O E
I A M S U P R E M E A N N
T R A V O L T A A C O R N S

A L A M A G I C E Y E
P O R T E N T F E E T
A P E S K U L L S E R G E
L E A D A S S A Y T E A R
M C R I B S U M A C F I T

G O A L E R U D I T E
A N T I L L E S D R E
S O R T O F S O B S T O R Y
T M I G R A N N I E S U E
R A T N E G E R R H S N
O D E A D E A D S A E S

7 9 5 3 4 6 8 1 2
8 1 3 9 5 2 6 7 4
4 6 2 7 8 1 3 5 9
3 7 8 5 1 4 2 9 6
6 4 9 2 7 8 5 3 1
2 5 1 6 3 9 7 4 8
9 8 7 4 2 5 1 6 3
1 3 6 8 9 7 4 2 5
5 2 4 1 6 3 9 8 7

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Items: BROOM, CAR, GLOVES, LADDER, LAWN MOWER, TOOLS; 
Names: ANDRETTI, FOYT, GANASSI, PENSKE, RAHAL; Parks: ANIMAL KINGDOM, EPCOT, HOLLYWOOD 
STUDIOS, MAGIC KINGDOM; Cities: AMHERST, BOSTON, SALEM; Places: BAZBEAUX, GIORDANO’S; Neigh-
borhood: TWIN AIRE

57 TOTAL ACRES
52.55 TILLABLE ACRES PER USDA

BIG WALNUT CREEK
LOTS OF ROAD FRONTAGE ON

CO RD 150 N & CO RD 200 E

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
57 Acres • Mostly Tillable

Greencastle Township, Putnam County

OWNERS: Estate of Charles Edwin Yeager
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES: Stacy Barclay & Barbara South

ATTORNEY: Stacy Barclay, Greencastle, IN
For more information visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

THURSDAY, MAY 26TH - 6:30 P.M.
(Auction to be held at the Bainbridge Community Building,

201 N Grant Avenue, Bainbridge, IN 46105)

MONDAY - MAY 16TH - 10:00 A.M.
ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE 

APPLIANCES 
GLASSWARE - COLLECTIBLES - PRIMITIVES 

GOLD, SILVER & DIAMOND JEWELRY 
STERLING SILVER • TOOLS - LAWN & GARDEN

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
Ellen L. Henry AU12200016 

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122
(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!! 
OWNER:  Several Consignors 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  10% Buyer’s Premium
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

After a stroke begins, there is a 
narrow window of time to obtain 

the most effective treatments. 
Call 911 immediately if you 

believe you or a loved one may 
be having a stroke. 
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Visit Corydon, 
Indiana’s first state capital

Don Knebel is a local resident who works for 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP. For the full column 
visit donknebel.com. You may contact him at 
editorial@youarecurrent.com.

By Don Knebel

Drive about 130 miles 
south from Indianapolis to visit Corydon, In-
diana’s first state capital and a popular tour-
ist destination.

In 1804 William Henry Harrison, gover-
nor of the Indiana Territory, acquired land 
for a new town in what is now Corydon. The 
town was platted in 1808 and named for a 
shepherd who died in “The Pastoral Elegy,” 
said to be Harrison’s favorite poem. 

Corydon grew quickly, and in 1813, the 
territorial capital moved from Vincennes to 
Corydon, which was more centrally located 
within the shrunken Indiana Territory. 

In June 1816, 43 delegates from the ter-
ritory’s 13 counties, all in the south, met in 
Corydon to draft a constitution for the pro-
posed State of Indiana. They spent much of 
their time under a giant elm tree. 

The constitution was drafted over 19 days 
and prohibited slavery, provided for free 
public education and designated Corydon 
the government seat. 

When Indiana was admitted to the Union 
Dec. 11, 1816, the new Harrison County 
Courthouse served as the capitol, with the 
House of Representative meeting on the 
first floor and the Senate and Supreme 
Court meeting on the second floor. 

After the capital was moved to 

TRAVEL

LIFESTYLE

Indianapolis in 1825, the building contin-
ued to serve as the county courthouse until 
1927

Today Corydon has a population of 3,000 
and is a pleasant, well-maintained town. The 
capitol was restored to its 1816 condition 
and is available for tours. 

Visitors can also tour the home where 
William Hendricks — the namesake of Hen-
dricks County  — lived while Indiana’s third 
governor. 

A seated life-size statue of Frank 
O’Bannon, a resident of Corydon who 
served as Indiana’s 47th governor, sits just 
south of the capitol. 

The trunk of the Constitution Elm that 
died in 1925 at a height of 50 feet is en-
shrined in sandstone. 

Other popular attractions include Butt 
Drugs, a log cabin Harrison lived in while in 
Corydon, Zimmerman Art Glass and White 
House Candy. 

Visit Indiana’s first capital city Corydon and step into the first state capitol building. (Photo by Don Knebel)

 SHEDDING LIGHT 
ON SOLAR 
Before signing any too-good-to-be-true 

 contracts with a solar installer, make sure 
you do your research!

> Make sure the installer is a certified 
electrician. Look for installers with a 
NABCEP® (North American Board of 
Certified Energy Practitioners®) Certification.

> Check with your electric provider to see 
exactly how much savings you can expect. Most 
members will still have a balance at the end of 
each month.

> Consider a battery backup. Without a battery, 
you have no way to store the energy you’re 
generating! 

www.hendrickspower.com
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The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff  
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms 

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with 

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered fl ooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2022 EVENT 

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150 

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-22.

Plant tomatoes horizontally 
to grow stronger plants 

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

One of my aunts al-
ways had a hugely productive vegetable 
garden that was the envy of the neighbor-
hood. Among her harvest of peas, string 
beans, carrots, potatoes, cabbages and 
sweet peppers were the most delicious to-
matoes imaginable. 

Indiana is famous for tasty tomatoes and 
sweet corn, so many people make room for 
a few tomato plants in a sunny spot of their 
yard, even if they don’t have a large vegeta-
ble garden. There’s nothing like a fresh vine-
picked tomato on a sunny summer day.

There are lots of opinions and advice on 
how best to grow tomatoes, including folk 
remedies and planting instructions. 

One of the most important is to wait until 
after Mother’s Day to plant tomatoes and 
other warm weather vegetables. The ambi-
ent air temperatures might be positively 
balmy in early May, but the soil temperature 
needs to be at least in the low 60s for these 
vegetables to get off to a strong start. That 
requires a few weeks of warm temperatures, 
and delaying planting lessens the chance of 
damage from a late frost.

My aunt had what I thought was a 
strange way to plant her tomatoes. The day 
before planting, she would lay all of her 
potted tomato plants horizontally on the 
garage floor. 

The next morning, the top few inches of 
the plant had turned up vertically. She care-
fully carried them out to the garden where 
she had hoed shallow trenches in the toma-
to patch, one for each of the plants. 

She would sprinkle some of her rich com-
post along the bottom of each trench (you 
can also use a fertilizer formulated especial-
ly for tomatoes), then lay each plant hori-
zontally along a trench, cut off the leaves 
along the stem except for the upward-fac-
ing tip, and back-fill with soil so that just the 
vertical-growing tip was exposed above the 
soil. (If this is confusing, there are YouTube 
videos showing this method.)

New roots will quickly grow all along the 
buried stem, resulting in a huge root system 
that will not only boost the plant to rapid 
growth, but make it more vigorous and 
healthy. Use your preferred method of stak-
ing or caging the plants, water well all sum-
mer, and enjoy the harvest. 

Happy Gardening!

 The unconventional method of planting tomatoes sideways helps additional roots grow and plants flourish. 
(Photo by John Chapin)
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MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS
Mace leads the team at nonprofit Cummins Behavioral Health Systems

Compiled by Catherine Myers

Amy Mace leads Avon-based nonprofit Cummins Be-
havioral Health Systems where she has worked for the last 
three decades, 25 years as CFO and the past five as presi-
dent and CEO.

The Brownsburg resident grew up in Central Illinois 
with her twin brother and has an accounting degree from 
Eastern Illinois University and is a CPA. 

She and her husband Dave have been married for 33 
years and have two children, Sarah, 28, and Matthew, 24. 

When she is not helping adults and kids through be-
havioral recovery, Mace enjoys reading, traveling and 
spending time with family. 

To honor Mental Health Awareness Month, Mace is the 
May ICON of the Month.

What do you consider your greatest virtue? I would consider perseverance and integrity some of my virtues

What do you most deplore in others? Dishonesty

What do you like most about living in Hendricks County? I enjoy the friendliness of the community 
and its close proximity to Indianapolis and great state parks.

If you had to live elsewhere than in Hendricks County, where would it be? Near the 
mountains or beach

If you could begin life over, what would you change? I’m not sure I would change any-
thing.  Each step in my life has led me to where and who I am today.

If money were no issue, how would you spend it? Traveling and helping others 
more.

What makes you happiest? Spending time with my family.

What is your favorite vacation spot? Holland, Mich., and Gatlinburg, Tenn.

What do you do with idle time? I love to read and travel with my family.

What is it that makes you angry? Dishonest people

What do you do to escape from reality? Get lost in a good book or take a quiet 
walk.

What or who is the greatest love of your life? My husband and my two grown 
children

Which living person in Hendricks County do you most admire? I admire our 
healthcare providers, our first responders and our teachers

What is the quality you most like in a man? Kindness and integrity

What is the quality you most like in a woman? Kindness and integrity

What is your greatest extravagance? Manicures and movie theater popcorn

What are your fears, phobias? I am terrified of heights!

What has been the happiest time of your life? Watching my children grow into kind and wonderful 
young adults.

Which talent would you most like to possess? I’d like to be able to sing well.

What do you most value in your friends? Their support of me in both good and bad times

What is your greatest regret? In my younger years, not appreciating the fact that the days go by slowly, but the 
years go by quickly

What tenet do you live by? Don’t sweat the small stuff.

ICON of the MonthCOMMUNITY



May 13, 2022
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

28

Create your own Staycation! 
Supply chains are slow, so hurry in for the best selection! 

Let Wicker Works help design your  
Outdoor Oasis! Largest Selection in Indiana!

Buy now while the selection is still good!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE

70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509
www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available

Hurry in for the best selection and great pricing!

RACE IN FOR SAVINGS!


