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At Hendricks Regional Health, our orthopedics team always strives to provide an 

unmatched level of care — one that balances convenience, safety, expertise and depth 

of resources. From our surgeons to our athletic trainers to our physical and occupational 

therapists, we collaborate across our system to provide award-winning, extraordinarily safe 

care at our convenient locations throughout West Central Indiana. 

Whether you have sudden joint pain or need a personalized therapy plan, we’ll help you get 

back to the activities and lifestyle you love. Get started with our orthopedics and sports 

medicine team today at hendricks.org/ortho.
Chad Waits, MD

Unmatched
Orthopedic Care
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Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to 
catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com and 

follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories and 
photos that feature and affect you and your community.

COMMUNITY

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
ICON is published by Grow 
Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
sponsored by one of our valued 

advertisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers working in 
tandem with Grow Local Media, LLC sales 
representatives. Sponsored content may not 
reflect the views of The Hendricks County 
ICON publisher, editorial staff or graphic 
design team. The Hendricks County ICON is 
devoted to clearly differentiating between 
sponsored content and editorial content. 
Potential advertisers interested in sponsored 
content should call (317) 451-4088 or email 
lyla@icontimes.com.

HC
SPONSORED

Hendricks County ICON 
reaches a vast segment 
of our community. 
For information about 
reaching our readers, 
call Linda Jenks at (317) 
451-4088 or email her at 
linda@icontimes.com. 

Want to advertise?

Catherine Myers  
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Brian Kelly 
Chief Executive Officer

Lyla Turner 
Assistant to the Publisher

 Linda Jenks 
Advertising Account 
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Mark Gasper  
Digital Sales Coordinator

Zach Ross & Max Brown 
Production & Design
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 ©2021 
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Avon awarded $10.6 Million to improve 
Dan Jones and Raceway roads

The Town of Avon has been awarded more 
than $10.6 million in federal funds to expand 
Dan Jones Road from two to four lanes and add 
a roundabout at Raceway Road and County Road 
100 N.

“This is a highly competitive process,” said 
Anna Gremling, executive director of the India-
napolis Metropolitan Planning Organization. 

MPO presented the check to Avon.
“We had over 72 projects submitted totaling 

over $200 million by 23 municipalities,” Gremling 
said. “Your two projects were scored and ranked 
and rose to the top.”

Dan Jones spans almost 5 miles throughout 
Avon, and the widening is expected to cost a 
total of $15 million. The project will be done in 
three phases. Phases one and two have already 
received federal funding. The $10.7 will cover the 
cost of phase three. 

Phase one is expected to begin in 2023, fol-
lowed by phase two in 2024. 

Read more at myhcicon.com.

911 call earns 9-year-old Avon Town Council recognition
Nine-year-old Darasimi “Racheal” Fajana was 

given the Indiana Public Safety Communications 
Kid’s Hero Award at the Avon Town Council meet-
ing March 10 for her heroic 911 call that saved her 
17-year-old brother’s life.

She was only eight years old last April 14 when 
her brother had a life-threatening injury to his 
arm. Doing exactly as her parents had taught her, 
she picked up the phone and dialed 911.

Hendricks County dispatcher Kane Lesser an-
swered her call and following protocol asked to 
speak with an adult. Rachael’s grandmother came 
to phone, but it was quickly evident that there 
was a language barrier. 

Rachael returned to the phone to speak with 
Lesser, calmly conveying all the information nec-
essary to get paramedics to her home.

Lesser was given a plaque to honor his han-
dling of the 911 call. 

Read more at myhcicon.com.

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

Olabisi (left) and Oluwole Fajana beamed with pride 
when their daughter Darasimi “Racheal” Fajana 
was honored for her heroic 911 call with dispatcher 
Kane Lesser (second from left) that saved her 
brother’s life. (Photo by Peg McRoy Glover)

Avon has been awarded $10.6 million in federal 
funds to expand Dan Jones Road and add a 
roundabout on Raceway. Anna Gremling, executive 
director of the Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning 
Organization presented the check to town council 
members Robert Pope, Greg Zusan, Dawn Lowden, 
Steve Eisenbarth and Aaron Tevebaugh. (Photo by 
Peg McRoy Glover)
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Vote May 3rd

My name is Terry Judy and I am running for  
the office of Sheriff of Hendricks County.  

I am asking for your vote on May 3rd. I want  
Hendricks County to be a place where you  
and your family are safe, healthy and have  
confidence that all of this is achieved with 
great efficiency and wise decision-making.

•  Captain, Investigations Division Commander 
(2015-2021)

•  Sergeant, Investigations Division (2002-2014)

•  Detective, Narcotics/United Drug Task Force 
(2000-2001)

•  Enforcement Division 
(1990-2000, 2002)

• Jail Deputy (1987-1988)

Paid for by Terry Judy for Sheriff.

Since 1987, I have served Hendricks County in a 
number of leadership and law enforcement roles:

I am a 33-year veteran of the 
Hendricks County Sheriff’s Department.

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met March 16. Meetings can be viewed on the town’s 
YouTube channel. The council meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Wednesdays each month at 
Danville Town Hall, 49 N. Wayne St. The next scheduled meeting is April 6. 

Danville Town Council approves 
fire territory study, updates 

incorporating policies

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a $23,000 fiscal study on the possibility of 
forming a fire territory. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Properties owned by Eric and Rachel Miller were annexed into 
the town. This is a super-voluntary annexation. A public hearing was conducted 
previously, and there was no objection from the community at that hearing. The 
fiscal study did not demonstrate a negative impact for Danville.

WHAT HAPPENED: Town planner Lesa Ternet was given a consensus to send out a 
request for proposal (RFP) for a professional service to merge existing subdivision 
control ordinances with zoning ordinance to form a unified development 
ordinance. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council voted to opt back into the State of Indiana’s opioid 
litigation that holds manufacturers and distributors responsible for facilitating 
the opioid epidemic. This is a reversal of the council’s decision to opt out of this 
litigation last year. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Council president David Winters emphasized that this is not an action for 
putting a fire territory in place but a financial impact analysis about putting a fire territory in 
place. Center Township has been asked to split the $23,000 cost equally with the town. Judy 
White, Center Township trustee, said that Center Township is agreeable with equally sharing 
that cost. Winters also said that the council needs to exercise caution because it could raise 
taxes.   

WHAT IT MEANS: These properties are located at 1451 10th Street, lots 14, 15 and 16 in 
the Money subdivision. This is approximately a 1.38 acres annexation that is adjacent to a 
piece of property that is already within the town limits. The Millers currently have a single-
family rental home with a detached garage on a portion of the property. The balance of 
the property is vacant. The reason for the annexation request from the Millers is that they 
want to sell the vacant lot with water and sewer available. They also want water and sewer 
available to the existing home when needed.

WHAT IT MEANS: The unified development ordinance will modernize the town’s 
ordinances and incorporating policies. This action was recommended in the town’s recently 
updated and adopted comprehensive plan. The ordinance will serve as the primary source 
of land use regulations for the town. 

The RFP will be for organizations that have extensive experience in ordinance 
development, urban design, land use planning and regulation and citizen participation. 

WHAT IT MEANS:  Many towns opted out of Indiana’s opioid litigation last year based on 
the belief that each town could receive more money if acting alone and that the proposed 
agreement would prevent town’s from seeking further litigation against distributors and 
manufacturers. The Indiana legislature has amended this code that allows towns to opt back 
in. Danville has engaged in pursuing damages through outside counsel and determined 
that it is in the town’s best interest to opt back into the state litigation. 
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  4/30/2022.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 4/30/2022.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

SLA Audiology is 
an independently 

and locally  
owned private 

practice hearing 
healthcare clinic in  

Brownsburg.

480 East Northfield Drive, Suite 600 
Brownsburg, IN 46112

(317) 932-0099 • SLAaudiology.com

Dr. Shannon L. Austin, 
Au.D., CCC-A

COMPREHENSIVE HEARING HEALTHCARE
• Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations for Adults & Pediatrics
• Communication Needs Assessments
• Earwax Management
• Hearing Aid Fittings, Repairs, and Programming of most brands
• Custom Hearing Protection
• Occupational Hearing Screenings
• Accepting Many Major Insurances

You can schedule an appointment by calling 
317-932-0099 or at our website at SLAaudiology.com

Hearing loss can lead to frustration and isolation and you need
a trusted advisor in your journey to better hearing. With 19 
years of experience, SLA Audiology is changing the expectation
of what hearing healthcare should be. We create a unique and
personalized experience through individualized care plans that
are priced transparently. Extended and virtual office hours are
available in our convenient location Monday thru Friday. We care
for the whole patient with the highest standard of care. Resolve
to hear better and live better in 2022 with SLA Audiology!

ICONIC brief
Danville diver honored for state championship

State diving champion Holden HIgbie 
was honored with a proclamation from 
Danville’s Town Council at their March 16 
meeting.

A junior at Danville Community High 
School, Higbie scored a 535.75 at this 
year’s IHSAA state championship in the 
1-meter diving event, earning him the 
state title. 

“If you have paid attention to the 
things happening in Danville the last few 
weeks, you have probably seen that Mr. 
Higbie has gotten a bit of attention,” said 
council president David Winters. “He has 
had a very successful run this year in the 
state diving championship. He has had 
a lot of well-deserved accolades, and we 
thought it fitting as a council to also rec-
ognize Holden Higbie.”

An undefeated member of the Dan-
ville boys swim and diving team, he also 
broke the school’s diving record with a 
612.70 score.

“It felt great (to be a champion) but 
it was a lot of hard work,” said Higbie. “I 

knew it was possible, so I worked hard 
for it.”

He thanked the council and said it was 
an honor for everyone to recognize him.  

Higbie’s parents, Tim and Jill Higbie, 
said that he has already committed to 
Purdue University but cannot sign until 
next year when he is a senior and be-
comes eligible to sign. 

Danville junior Holden HIgbie displays his 
town proclamation honoring his state diving 
championship. Pictures L-R Holden’s dad, Tim, 
council members Chris Gearld, Anne Leavitt,  
David Winters,  and his mom, Jill. (Photo by Peg 
McRoy Glover)
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804 East Main Street  •  Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer.  Coupon has no value.  Expires 4/30/2022.
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 48 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974
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Paid for by Galloway for Sheriff Committee and Steve Turner, Chairman

EXPERIENCED

•  Former Sheriff of Hendricks County

• Former Chief of Police of Brownsburg

• Former Patrol Officer

LAW ENFORCEMENT ORGANIZATIONS

•  Indiana Sheriff’s Association  
- past President

•  FBI National Academy of IN  
- past President

•  Brownsburg American Legion  
- past Commander

•  Veterans of Foreign Wars  
- past Commander

•  Fraternal Order of Police  
- past President

DECORATED SOLDIER

•  Served - in Germany, during Desert 
Storm & Bosnia Conflict

•  Bronze Star, Meritorious Service, 
Army Commendation & other awards

COMMUNITY SERVICES

•  Brownsburg Police Athletic League  
- past President

•  Indiana Amateur Boxing Assoc  
- referee & judge

• Brownsburg Lions Club

• Brownsburg Masonic Lodge

• Scottish Rite - Terre Haute Valley

•  Brownsburg Jaycees - various offices

•  Coached & served for various sport 
teams

EDUCATION & TRAINING

• Criminal Justice degree

• Indiana Law Enforcement Academy

• FBI National Academy

• Numerous training courses

GALLOWAY FOR SHERIFF

ICONIC brief
Cardinal Elementary receives education 

bonus from local wireless retailer

TCC, a Verizon retailer, awarded Cardinal Elementary School in Brownsburg with 
a $1,000 gift card to Amazon as a part of the company’s ninth annual Teachers Rock 
Supply Giveaway.

TCC stores delivered teacher appreciation boxes to 520 schools nationwide and as 
part of the giveaway’s Big Impact, the company then selected 23 of those schools to 
receive $1,000 each to further support their biggest needs, which included Cardinal 
Elementary School. For more information, visit TCCRocks.com.

(Photo provided by Cooper Robinson, Dittoe Public Relations)
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By Lindsay Doty 

Subs needed. 
Apply now. 
Those are the common requests at schools through-

out Hendricks County where administrators are constantly 
tasked with finding enough substitute teachers to fill the 
daily shortage in an academic year riddled with quarantines 
and staffing challenges.

To fill the gaps, new substitute teachers have answered 
the call. 

The group ranges from former teachers and retirees to 
parents.  

“I got involved with subbing because there was a huge 
need in the community for subs,” said Elijah Norwood, an 
artist and business owner who joined the sub roster at Syca-
more Elementary in the Avon Community School Corpora-
tion, where his oldest daughter attends kindergarten. 

The entrepreneur is now a regular in the classroom. 
“I could not, as a father, let my daughter’s learning be af-

fected because of the lack of staff. I’m a problem solver and 
will show up at any time for my children’s future,” he said. 

The dad of three has enjoyed being in the classroom. The 
experience has reminded him how important it is to keep 
learning. 

“Looking at the simple lesson plans of elementary school 
has helped me to take things in incremental steps, and I 
have started to value being patient more and more,” he said.

Norwood is also taking in all the student observations. 
“The most unexpected thing was when the fourth grade 

came in and two young girls said, ‘Wow, a Black teacher.’ 
And the young man behind them said, ‘Whoa, we have a 
boy teacher.’ Immediately, I grew grateful and accepted my 
responsibility as an adult and someone who these kids look 
up to,” said Norwood.

John Essex is a friend and fellow Sycamore dad who also 
started subbing at the school. Essex, a medical editor who 
advises authors on how to publish their work, had the flex-
ibility to come in on weekdays. 

“He (Norwood) is in a similar situation as me as the owner 
of companies, so he and I can lend our time helping Avon 
schools get through this current teaching staff crisis as a 
sub,” said Essex.

The need for more subs goes beyond elementary schools. 
Districts throughout Hendricks County reported challenges 
with finding enough sub candidates on a weekly basis. 

“We desperately need more substitute teachers. For ex-
ample, we have 38 unfilled absences today,” explained Han-
nah Wilkins, human resources administrative assistant with 

ANSWERING 
THE SUB CALL

Schools look to fill the high 
demand for substitute teachers 
in Hendricks County classrooms

the Avon Community School Corporation, a district that em-
ploys around 1,300 people and serves 10,000 students. 

To attract candidates, schools are offering new incentives 
like better pay and bonus compensation. 

This year,  the Plainfield Community School Corporation 
increased its substitute teacher pay from $85 to $105 per 
day. 

District leaders hope it will attract quality candidates.
“Currently, we have 58 subs in the district, though at one 

point this year, we were down to 48. We like to operate at 
75 substitute teachers, so we’re eager to hire more to fill this 
gap,” said Brooke Orner, director of communications for the 
Plainfield Community School Corporation. 

While some substitute teachers may want to pick up a 
few days here and there. Others find that, if they want to, 
they can work every single day. 

“We are always in need of subs, however, the tight labor 
market has certainly impacted the number of sub candi-
dates,” said Jodi Gordon, Director of Human Resources at 
Brownsburg Community School Corporation. 

“In addition, during the pandemic, many potential can-
didates may have been wary of being around groups of 
people. Now that the Indiana Department of Health no lon-
ger recommends quarantines, there are fewer requests for 

substitutes, but we still have needs for quality substitutes.”
“Substitutes play an integral role in making sure our 

doors stay open and that students are receiving a quality 
education,” said Ashton Brellenthin, Communications Coor-
dinator for Danville Community School Corporation.

Just before spring break, Brian Clark subbed for a second 
grade class at North Elementary in the Danville district. The 
student pastor at Northview Christian Church has Fridays 
off and decided to step in a few months ago after learning 
about the shortage. 

“The need for substitute teachers was so immediate that 
some of our school board members were willing to fill,” re-
calls Clark.

“When I heard about that I appreciated how critical the 
shortage was,” he said.

So he’s been subbing for the last few months on his off 
day. 

“The administration and other teachers at each school 
have been great, helping me assimilate into the classroom,” 
said Clark. 

ON THE COVER: Brian Clark, Next Gen Pastor at Northview Christian 
Church subs at North Danville Elementary. (Photo by Catherine Myers)

Substitute teacher Elijah Norwood works with fourth grade students on March 15 in Donnell Shrewsbury’s class at Cedar Elementary in Avon. 
(Photo by Catherine Myers)

ANSWERING 
THE SUB CALL
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Many reasons call us 
to care for you
At Ascension St. Vincent, you’ll find nurses, doctors, caregivers 
and more who deeply care about you and your health. We have 
countless reasons for loving what we do, listening and caring 
for you — body, mind and spirit. Whenever you need care, we’ll 
be there with the right care, at the right place, at the right time. 
It’s our calling.

ascension.org

© Ascension 2022. All rights reserved.

ICONIC briefs
Spring into action for annual countywide cleanup

In partnership with the Hendricks 
County Partnership for Water Quality, 
the Town of Brownsburg is hosting a 
Countywide Spring Clean-Up with the 
help of volunteers 8 a.m.-1 p.m. April 23, 
with multiple shifts available. 

Activities were postponed for the last 
two years. 

Sign up to volunteer by April 15 at 
brownsburg.org/487/County-Wide-
Spring-Clean-Up. Teams can be assigned 
to a location or choose their own. Priority 
locations include areas that drain directly 
to local waterways. Gloves, trash bags 
and supplies will be provided. Registered 
participants will receive a T-shirt. 

Kennison named St. Malachy School principal 
St. Malachy School in Brownsburg an-

nounced Saundra Kennsion, a veteran 
educator of 31 years and Noblesville resi-
dent, as the next principal and adminis-
trator of the preK-eighth grade school. 

Kennison was named interim principal 
in November 2021 and will assume her 
permanent role for the 2022-23 school 
year. Since 2015, Kennison has served as 
assistant principal of the Catholic school. 

Under her leadership, the school 
added STEM classes and a preschool 

program, which now serves 71 half-day 
and full-day students. She addition-
ally led the development of the school’s 
data team, learning labs and e-learning 
program. She began her tenure at St. 
Malachy School in 2010 as the health 
and physical education teacher and later 
served as dean of discipline from 2013-
15. 

For more information, visit stmalachy.
org/school.
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

Roman Numerals

Visit Hendricks County director 
receives ITA Member of the Year honor

Danville hosts inaugural St. Paddy’s on the Square 

Staff report

Visit Hendricks County Executive Direc-
tor Jaime Bohler Smith was named 
Member of the Year during the In-
diana Tourism Association’s annual 
conference, which brings together 
tourism leaders from across the state 
for professional development and 
advocacy of the Indiana tourism in-
dustry. The announcement marked 
the first time anyone from Visit Hen-
dricks County has ever received the award.

“When it comes to Jaime, what you see 
is what you get. And what you get is a bold 
leader not afraid of trying new things with-
out ever losing sight of the important and 

necessary work she and her team do every 
day at Visit Hendricks County,” said 
Rob DeCleene, Indiana Tourism Asso-
ciation (ITA) Board President and Visit 
South Bend Mishawaka Executive 
Director. “Jaime truly emulates what 
an ITA member of the year should, 
day in and day out. Her team is bet-
ter because of that, her destination is 
better because of that, and her state-

wide industry and association are all better 
because of that.”

Smith joined Visit Hendricks County in 
2002 and has grown the organization to 
more than $2 million in tax collections and 

eight employees while serving in marketing, 
sales, communications and administration. 

Among her many accomplishments at 
Visit Hendricks County, she worked on a col-
laborative tax increase with the county that 
allowed a move from 5% to 8% innkeeper’s 
tax with a share to the county for the use 
to develop a county park and county fair-
grounds or a county promotion. Since 2008, 
both the Hendricks County Parks and Rec-
reation and the Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds have received more than $3 million 
because of this collaboration. 

For more information, visit VisitHendricks-
County.com or call (317) 718-8750.

By Peg McRoy Glover

Danville kicked off its first Paddy’s on the Square St. Patrick’s Day celebration 
by turning the courthouse fountain a lovely shade of Irish green.

Town council President David Winters told a brief history of St. Patrick’s Day 
for the crowd. 

Firefighter and bagpiper Troy Clements played “Scotland the Brave” as Winters 
poured green dye into the fountain.

The greening of the fountain kicked off an entire day of various St. Patty’s 
events, including a 5K run/walk and a Square pub crawl.

Morris Virgil, owner of Brownsburg business VFit 
Athlete won the Black-Owned Small Business 
Award from AT&T in the Greater Lakes Market. 
(Photo provided by the Town of Brownsburg)

$2,500$2,500
Morris Virgil, owner of Brownsburg 

business VFit Athlete won the Black-
Owned Small Business Award from AT&T 
in the Greater Lakes Market and received 
a $2,500 check from the company. 

“I was surprised by my lovely wife Jodi 
Virgil and our friend Jennifer Garland 
who nominated me,” Virgil said on the 
gym’s Facebook page. “I will receive a 
mentor call from one of the top execu-
tives on how to continue to grow our 
small business. I don’t want to take all 
the credit for our success. There are a lot 
of people out there that support myself 
and the business, and I really appreciate 
you all. Thank you to our members for 
believing in me. None of this would be 
possible without you.”

Bohler Smith

Danville Town Council President David Winters poured green dye into the Danville courthouse 
fountain, turning it green in celebration of the town’s first St. Patrick’s Day celebration. (Photos 
by Peg McRoy Glover)

Firefighter Troy Clements checks the mouthpiece to his bagpipes 
prior to playing “Scotland the Brave” to kick off the St. Patrick’s 
Day festivities for Paddy’s on the Square in Danville
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CARE FOR THE FINEST 
YEARS STILL AHEAD.
Don’t let pain keep you from living the life you always dreamed of. 
With brain and spine care from the physician specialists at Goodman 
Campbell, your pain can be a thing of the past.

 
Learn more at GoodmanCampbell.com 

5530 E. US Hwy 36 
Suite 100 

Avon Indiana 46123

317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Buy One Drink get
a Small Drink

FREE 
Expires  4/30/22

(of equal or 
lesser value)

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  
EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH!

JADA & MALLORY
Jada and Mallory are two amazing baristas! 

They have been at the Cabin since the 
beginning and are just two of the many 

reasons we are so thankful for our team. Come 
let our amazing team serve you today!

ICONIC brief
Lazy Sams camping club prepares for summer outings

The Lazy Sams Club, Chapter 65 of the 
Indiana State Good Sams organization, 
has been in existence for more than 30 
years. Most of its members are from Hen-
dricks County and the Indianapolis area. 

They enjoy camping together the 
second full weekend each month May-
October and dinner gatherings in April, 
November and December. 

Most camping is around Central Indi-
ana. The schedule for 2022 begins May 
14-16 at the Charlarose Campground, 
Hillsboro, Ind.

Dues per unit is $15 a year. 
For more information call Charles 

Kester, chapter president in Plainfield at 
(317) 698-6621, or John Pancini, wagon-
master in Avon at (317) 272-3796.

The Lazy Sams camping club members sit around a campfire at a monthly outing in 2021. (Photo 
provided by the Lazy Sams)
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y  H E N D R I C K S  P O W E R  
A N D  I N D I A N A  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R AT I V E S

MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE!

Hendricks Power is now 
accepting candidates for our Board 
of Directors. If you live in Guilford, 
Center, or Lincoln townships and 
are a member, you are eligible to 

apply!

Learn more at: 
www.hendrickspower.com/about-us

or (317) 718-7641

ICONIC brief
Theater to cast kids for ‘Mary Poppins’

Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre is looking to cast young performer roles of Jane and Michael Banks 
in its upcoming production of Disney’s “Mary Poppins.” Email a photo and resume to auditions@
beefandboards.com. (Photo provided by Beef & Boards)

www.raystrash.com
317.539.2024  •  800.531.6752

GREAT SERVICE.  SMART PRICING.
CALL RAY’S TODAY.

“Is your company’s New Year’s 
resolution to go green? Call Ray’s 
and find out about all of its exciting 
recycling programs. Whether you 
need a small container for office 
recycling, or large-scale equipment 
to handle excess packing materials, 
and things in between, Ray’s has 
you covered. Ray’s Trash is the only 
call you need to make for your 
recycling and waste removal needs. 
We offer consultants to review your 
needs and design a competitively 
priced custom program for you. 
Call us today to schedule a review 
of your property’s disposal plan.”
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Summer camps help kids disconnect 
from technology, build skills

By Amie Scott

Summer can inspire nostalgia and long-
ing dreaming of hot days, bugs, swimming, 
scraped knees and lifelong friends. Parents 
and grandparents might reminisce about their 
summer days outside when a piece of rope 
was transformed into a suspension bridge 
with a little imagination or took off on their 
bike with the streetlights as your curfew. 

Kids today still get time outside, but many 
are glued to technology with the average 
children ages 8-18 having about seven hours 
of screen time per day, according to “When 
and Now: Why Summer Camp Is More Impor-
tant Than Ever Before” by Andy Pritikin.

When considering summer childcare that 
will keep kids moving and away from tech-
nology, consider local summer camps that 
provide engaging activities and encourage 
kids to connect with the world around them. 

With summer just around the corner 
many local camps have opened up registra-
tion, including local parks departments. 

Sending children to summer camp can 
benefit them by teaching them lifelong 
skills including how to build teamwork, 
practice communication, learn healthy 

habits, develop leadership, respect each 
other’s differences, connect with nature and 
show resilience, camp leaders said.

Avon-Washington Township Parks camps 
“focus on learning through play in nature 
which promotes independence, teaches 
teamwork, resiliency and encourages a con-
nection with nature, said Melissa Theri-
ault-Thompson camp and events special 

director. “For campers, play is learning and 
there is no better play resource than nature.”

Brownsburg Parks offers its popular Ad-
venture Camp throughout the summer, said 
Jenn DeSpain, Brownsburg parks assistant 
youth manager. 

“Adventure Camp is a place to meet new 
friends, explore new interests, be out in na-
ture and enjoy the sunshine,” she said. “We 
are one of the most active summer camps in 
Hendricks County, and programming is cre-
ated based on weekly themes and campers’ 
interests. From swimming, park days, hands-
on experiences, STEM projects and field 
trips, your camper will come home tired.”

Summer camp is not only beneficial to 
kids but also the staff for a variety of rea-
sons, said Elizabeth Brehob, camp director 
at the Hendricks Regional Health YMCA.  

“Each day, campers have the opportu-
nity to connect with peers and positive role 
models,” she said. “Additionally, camp can 
provide chances for campers to try new 
things they haven’t done before including 
archery, science activities, various sports 
and enrichment clinics.”

Nature offers opportunities for water play, learning 
healthy habits and teamwork during summer camp. 
(Photo provided by Avon-Washington Township Parks)

Parks, trails and  
outdoor spaces make 
our communities more 
vibrant places to live, 
work and play – and 

Hendricks County has 
some of the best  

amenities our state  
has to offer! Learn 

more about how you 
can support parks  
and trails in your  

community! 

WWW.PFOHC.ORG

Brownsburg Parks’ Adventure Camp is one of the most active day camps in
Hendricks County! 

With weekly field trips, hands-on activities, and weekly swim and park days your
camper is sure to have a FUN, action-packed summer! 
Starting at $170/week

CONVENIENT LOCATION
Make your campers day a little more hands on,

engaging, and extra fun with STEM, cheer, art, and
nature specialty programming! 

 
Additional fees required.

 

We offer three 
Adventure Camp levels: 

Explorers (ages 6-8), 
Pathfinders (ages 9-12), and 

Trailblazers (ages 12-16).

AGES 6-16 ENRICHMENT CAMPS
Even though we travel throughout

Hendricks County, Adventure Camp
is conveniently located at Cardinal
Elementary School, 3590 Hornaday

Rd.

ADVENTURE 
STARTS HERE!

MAY 31-JULY 27

VIEW WEEKLY THEMES AND REGISTER AT BROWNSBURGPARKS.COM/ADVENTURE-CAMP
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HISTORY finds
The Four Freshmen

Hendricks County Historical Museum is at 170 S. Washington St., Danville. It is open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays March-December and for groups by appointment. Look for new displays at the 
March reopening. Contact the museum at hendrickscountymuseum.org or (317) 745-6158.

By Marty Carter 
One interesting 

feature about the 
Hendricks County 
Historical Muse-
um’s current exhib-
it Making History 
Through Music is 
the discovery of 
famous musicians 
who came from 
Indiana. The four 
young men pic-
tured here is one example.

Don and Ross Barbour from Colum-
bus, Ind., and their cousin Bob Flani-
gan from Greencastle, started singing 
together as kids. Several years later the 
Barbour brothers, just home from the 
military, enrolled in the Jordan Conserva-
tory of Music, now part of Butler Univer-
sity, where they met Hal Kratzsch from 

Warsaw, Ind. 
In 1948 Don and 

Ross Barbour, Bob 
Flanigan and Hal 
Kratzsch, became 
known as The Four 
Freshmen. In 1950, 
they signed a con-
tract with Capitol 
Records. Their hit 
records earned six 
Grammy nomina-
tions, and their 

special style inspired others, including 
The Beach Boys. Through the years there 
have been more than 25 members of The 
Four Freshmen, and though the origi-
nal four are gone, The Four Freshmen’s 
sound continues.

Visit your Hendricks County Museum 
and discover other musicians who began 
in Indiana.

HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

Mike Cunningham operates restaurants in three states, including five loations in Hendricks County. 
(Photo by Catherine Myers)

By Ken Sebree

It is obvious that the restaurant busi-
ness is difficult and competitive, and we 
see so many establishments close after 
just a short time in operation. Mike Cun-
ningham launched his first restaurant in 
1997 in a shopping center in Browns-
burg. His concept was simple but not 
easy to achieve. 

He wanted to provide his diners with 
excellent food and service, plus provide 
a unique atmosphere. Thanks to his 
great concepts and never ending atten-
tion to detail, Cunningham Restaurant 
Group now operates restaurants in Indi-
ana, Ohio and Kentucky.

Cunningham was born and raised in 
Cincinnati where he showed his first en-
trepreneurial tendencies at age 8 when 
he offered to bus tables for $2 at Skyline 
Chili. 

He eventually attended culinary 
and restaurant management school in 
Cincinnati. He then moved to Indiana 
where he opened his first restaurant, 
Boulder Creek, in Brownsburg.

Today each Cunningham restaurant 
has a unique concept based on the 
community where it is located. Menus 
vary somewhat also but are always fo-
cused on providing the most enjoyable 
dining experience. The Cunningham 

mission statement is, “In the community 
we serve we will be the restaurant of 
choice for delighting our guests.” 

If asked, Cunningham will attribute 
his success to hard work and being kind.

Five Cunningham restaurants are 
located in Hendricks County: Boulder 
Creek in Brownsburg, Charbonos in 
Avon, Stone Creek in Plainfield as well 
as two Bru Burger locations in Plainfield 
and Brownsburg, all offering memora-
ble dining experiences. 

Cunningham’s business description 
says it all goes back to the guests. “We 
choose restaurant concepts in the sub-
urbs which pose more of a neighbor-
hood gathering place feel, while other 
city locations reflect the fun and excite-
ment of urban dwellers,” the website 
tells guests.

Visit one of the locations by searching 
the restaurant tab on crgdining.com by 
the type of dining, location and if four-
legged friends will be part of the dinner 
party.

Cunningham Restaurant Group 
starts local and expands 
beyond Hoosier borders

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect and 
resident of Hendricks County for well 
over 40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

UP AND OVERNotables
Compiled by Mike Beas

Brownsburg wrestling coach 
Darrick Snyder was awarded the 
Hoosier Crossroads Conference 
Coach of the Year at the annual 
HCC winter banquet. It marked 
the fourth time Snyder took home 
the honor after previously doing 
so following the 2015, 2017 and 
2020 seasons. 

Under Snyder’s guidance, the 
2021-2022 Bulldogs finished as 
runner-up at the state finals in 
Indianapolis after tying a school 
record with nine individuals quali-
fying for state. Freshman Jake 
Hockaday took home a title at 
106 pounds – the first ninth grad-
er in program history to do so.

A trio of Tri-West girls basket-
ball players were named All-Sag-
amore Conference after helping 
the Bruins to a 17-8 record and 
the ninth sectional champion-
ship in program history. Seniors 
Kenna Kirby, Isabelle Saylor and 
Adrie Thompson led Tri-West to 
the conference title with victories 
in all seven games. Kirby aver-
aged 16 points a contest, followed 
by Saylor’s 14.2 and Thompson’s 
norm of 12.3. Senior Ethan Depi-
net, whose team-high averages of 
12.7 points and 7.7 rebounds led 
the Bruins boys team to a 15-10 
record, was also named All-Con-
ference.

Brownsburg track and field ath-
letes Haiden Dieimer-McKinney, 
Caedmon Oliger, Trey Krizan 
and Caedmon Barksdale broke 
the indoor record for the 4x800 
relay with a time of 8:05.97. They 
placed fifth overall at the meet at 
Indiana University March 26.

By Mike Beas

A gymnastics background isn’t a prerequisite for eventually suc-
ceeding as a pole vaulter, but it doesn’t hurt.

Danville senior Kenzie Sorrell, who is a cheerleader for the Warriors 
football and boys basketball teams, is completely in her element tak-
ing a feet-first approach to her final season of high school track and 
field.

Sorrell punctuated her junior season by vaulting 8 feet at the Zions-
ville Sectional. It wasn’t enough to advance her to regional, yet the 
experience whet her appetite for the weeks ahead as she pursues the 
program record of 10-7 set by Nikki Cullison in 2009.

Sorrell ranks 28th of 186 students academically in Danville’s senior 
class with a 3.89 grade point average. She will attend Valparaiso Uni-
versity beginning the 2022-23 school year and plans to be part of the 
women’s track and field program.

First thing first.
No matter how many points Sorrell scores or how high she soars for 

the Warriors this season, her presence at practices and meets carries a 
value those closest to the program see most.

“It’s Kenzie’s willingness to do whatever is needed for the team,” said 
fourth-year Danville track coach Rosie Fakes. “She is just one of those 
kids who isn’t a vocal leader, but leads by example with a great work 
ethic.

“With the pole vault, it’s one of those things where everything clicks 
at once. You have huge gains at that point, and Kenzie is getting close 
to that light bulb moment.”

Sorrell did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: How long have you been a pole vaulter, and what got you 
interested in trying it?

A: I started my sophomore year, but, obviously, that was the year of 
COVID, so I didn’t get much practice. I started track as a sprinter, but 
our pole vault coach asked if I would be interested because I have a 
gymnastics background. I love it. It kind of feels like you’re flying.

Q: What is your personal best so far going into this season?
A: At an inter-squad meet, I went 8 feet, 6 inches. I want to get 
to 10-8 because 10-7 is the school record. It’s definitely about 
practicing and changing a lot of the things I’m doing right now. I 
need to work on my approach, getting fully inverted and when to 
turn my body.

Same-day appointments 
for expert orthopedic care.

Call Now
317.944.9400

©2022 IUHealth

COMMUNITY

Danville senior aiming 
for school record in pole vault

Q: How have the years of being a gymnast and cheerleader 
benefited you in track and field?

A: Gymnastics and cheerleading have helped because I’m used to 
working to get the technique down.

Q: What are your plans after graduating from Danville High 
School?

A: I am going to Valparaiso University and majoring in biology 
and minoring in chemistry. I would like to be an emergency room 
physician. I’ve always wanted to go into medicine. I love the 
adrenaline of it and how it’s fast-paced.

Danville senior pole vaulter Kenzie Sorrell is aiming to set a school record this track 
season.  (Photo by Dave Gansert)
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3
5 7 4 9

6 5 2 7
8 3 9 5

1 8
6 8 2 4
3 7 8 6

4 6 7 9
3

3 Pirate Words
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Indiana RIvers
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Membership Stores
____________________
____________________

1 Potentional New Anthem Name
______________________

5 Hubler Automotive Brands
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Karate Belt Colors
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63 64 65 66

67 68 69

70 71 72

Across
1. Moody’s Butcher Shop cut
5. Hysteria
10. Mail letters
14. Frau’s spouse
15. Renowned fashion de-
signer from Fort Wayne
16. IndyGo boarding spot
17. Too
18. On guard
19. Pacer foe
20. Parting words
22. Be unwell
24. 502 in old Rome
25. IND gate posting
27. Lima native
29. Kind of church
33. Nary a soul
34. Preschool basics
35. Hi-___ monitor
36. Crow’s cry
37. Deploy
38. Grammy-winning gospel 
singer from Alexandria
40. Texter’s “Enough already”
43. Marshland
44. Mavericks on a Pacers 
scoreboard
45. Lipton’s line
46. Mover’s rental
49. City slicker’s getaway
51. Like some airport 
purchases
53. Compete in the Indiana 

Golden Gloves
54. Banned 
pesticide
55. [Not my error]
56. Hoisting 
device
60. Oklahoma 
city
62. Hendricks 
County festivals
66. Old geezer
67. Wear the 
crown
68. Former But-
ler, Ball State, 
DePauw and 
Indiana football 
coach
69. Physics bit
70. Bats 
backward?
71. Plain-
field HS class 
composition
72. First name 
of 15-, 38- and 
68-Across and 
12- and 47-Down

Down
1. The Spark tea choice
2. Captain’s post
3. Approximately
4. Claim
5. Butler’s Lacy School deg.

6. 100 percent
7. Scot’s denial
8. Mideast nation
9. In motion
10. PC port

11. Stutz Artists workplace
12. Longtime Colts GM
13. Wood strip
21. Consumer protection 
org.
23. Kind of eclipse
26. Hip-hop headwear
27. Late
28. Swear
29. ___ Claire, Wis.
30. WFYI net.
31. Indy Fuel playing surface
32. Columbus library archi-
tect: IM ___
36. Star, briefly
38. Plays a round at Twin 
Bridges
39. Owned
40. WISH news hour
41. Cheese go-with
42. Sorta
43. Purchase
45. Urban transport
46. Milkmaids’ main 
squeezes
47. Indy’s longest serving 
mayor
48. Head Hun
49. Rots
50. Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway ticket info
52. Biathlon need
57. “Who, me?”
58. “___ Hand Luke”
59. www code
61. Belle of the ball
63. Office holders
64. Hoosier Dome sponsor
65. Bashful

Answers on Page 25

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 04/30/2022

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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Plainfield Christian Church Scholarship Fund. 
Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Mary N. Williams
Mary N. Williams, 71, passed away March 
14, 2022. The Cremation Society of Indiana, 
Indianapolis, was entrusted with arrangements. 

BROWNSBURG

Judith Battista
Judith Battista, 64, passed away March 14. She 
was born Nov. 2, 1957. Services were held March 
19, 2022. Contributions may be made to Gifts 
of Grace. Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

James Mac Bowling
James Mac Bowling, 78, passed away March 12, 
2022. He was born May 4, 1943. No services are 
planned. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements. 

Thomas Clayton Miller
Thomas Clayton Miller, 80, passed away 
March 13, 2022. He was born Oct. 26, 1941. 
Services were held March 18. Carlisle-Branson 
Funeral Home, Mooresville, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Wayne G. Thurman
Wayne G. Thurman, 68, passed away March 12, 
2022. He was born Sept. 5, 1953. Services were 
held March 18. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 

FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

AVON

Leo Victor Auth III
Leo Victor Auth III, 61, passed away Feb. 22, 
2022. He was born Aug. 5, 1960. Services were 
held March 5 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 
Contributions may be made to the American 
Diabetes Association.  

Constance “Connie” Joan 
Krauss

Constance “Connie” Joan Krauss, 80, passed 
away March 15, 2022. She was born May 8, 
1941. No services are planned. Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon, was entrusted with arrangements. 
Contributions may be made to Southside Animal 
Shelter, Indianapolis.

Nicole M. Nowling
Nicole M. Nowling, 40, passed away March 21, 
2022. She was born April 4, 1981. Services were 
held March 28. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

G. David Petts
G. David Petts, 76, passed away March 5, 2022. 
He was born Nov. 12, 1945. No services were 
scheduled. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon Chapel, 
was entrusted with arrangements. 

Wendell Trent
Wendell Trent, 96, passed away March 17, 
2022. He was born May 18, 1925. Services were 
held March 21. Contributions may be made to 

was entrusted with arrangements. Donations 
may be made to Gleaners Food Bank or Seaside 
Seabird Sanctuary, Indian Shores, Fla.

Lois Jean (Linville) Love Trent
Lois Jean (Linville) Love Trent, 94, passed away 
March 25, 2022. She was born April 3, 1927. 
Services will be at 12 p.m. April 2 at Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg. Contributions may be 
made to the American Cancer Society.

CLAYTON

Clyde L. Neier
Clyde L. Neier, 86, passed away March 24, 2022. 
He was born July 25, 1935. Services were held 
March 31 at Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Clayton. Contributions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society.

COATESVILLE

Roseann Paetow
Roseann Paetow, 88, passed away March 16, 
2022. She was born Aug. 18, 1933. Services 
will be at 4 p.m. April 9 at Clayton Christian 
Church. Bousley Funeral Home, Coatesville, was 
entrusted with arrangements. 

Linda Karen Phillips West
Linda Karen Phillips West, 78, passed away March 
24, 2022. She was born July 1, 1943. Services 
were held March 30 at Bousley Funeral Home, 
Coatesville.

DANVILLE

Richard Donald Cade
Richard Donald Cade, 95, passed away March 4, 
2022. He was born Dec. 12, 1926. Private services 
are planned. Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home, 
Pittsboro, was entrusted with arrangements.

Herman K. Hinshaw (Kerm)
Herman K. Hinshaw (Kerm), 81, passed away 
March 23, 2022. He was born Jan. 31, 1941. 
Services with full military honors were held 
March 31 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville. 
Contributions may be made to the American 
Cancer Society.

NORTH SALEM

Phillip L. Clark
Phillip L. Clark, 59, passed away March 9, 
2022. He was born May 30, 1962. Services 
were held March 26 at North Salem 
Christian Church. Eric MD Bell 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

PITTSBORO

William R. “Ronnie” Love
William R. “Ronnie” Love, 73, passed away March 
26, 2022. He was born in 1949. Arrangements 
are pending with Eric MD Bell Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, Pittsboro. 

PLAINFIELD

John A. Hammann
John A. Hammann, 88, passed away March 21, 
2022. He was born April 14, 1933. Services were 
held March 26. Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with arrangements. Contributions 
may be made to The Gathering Together, 
Plainfield.

Robert P. Ott
Robert P. Ott, 79, passed away March 11, 2022. 
He was born Oct. 25, 1942. Services were held 
March 17 at Carlisle-Branson Funeral Home, 
Mooresville. Contributions may be made to the 
donor’s favorite animal shelter or organization. 

Judith A. Sharp
Judith A. Sharp, 81, passed away March 12, 2022. 
She was born June, 1940. Services were held 
March 18 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

Shirley Shaw
Shirley Shaw, 85, passed away March 16, 2022. 
She was born March 23, 1936. Services were 
held March 22. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.

Edward Allen Singleton
Edward Allen Singleton, 68, passed away March 
19, 2022. He was born Sept. 16, 1953. Services 
were held March 28 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Contributions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society.

COMMUNITY

“The Community 
Foundation is all 
about improving 
Hendricks County by 
being the link 
between charitable 
dollars and innovative 
non-profits, large and non-profits, large and 
small. As a board 
member, it’s so 
encouraging to be a 
part of HCCF’s force 
for good.”
 
- Libby Whipple
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What’s wrong with the Danville Town 
Council and Plan Commission?

As many of you are aware, massive growth has ar-
rived at Danville. Growth is always good for any com-
munity as long as it is controlled growth and meets 
the development standards as recognized by the Town 
Comprehensive Plan. The developments approved or 
preliminary approved consist of 7 PUD projects.

A PUD is a Planned Unit Development, a way for 
developers to by pass the standard development stan-
dards of the town. This usually happens to take into 
account for undesirable land characteristics that are 
set aside as open space and to allow the developer 
thereby to condense the number of houses to smaller 
lots. This is a huge cost savings to the developer allow-
ing them to place the same number of houses with say 
70’ lots condensed to 50’ lots with much less depth and 
about 40% less streets, sewers and watermains. Devel-
opers love this and most towns reject these projects 
unless the properties have the undesirable character-
istics which none of the projects approved by the Plan 
Commission and Town Council in the last 18 months 
meet. Seven PUDs aggregating 2,400 homes is incon-
sistent with Danville’s Comprehensive Plan of 1998, 
its Strategic Plan of 2018 and its new Comprehensive 
Plan of 2022 in three significant ways; (1) they fail to 
meet the diversity goal as they are all similar in nature 
(2) they are destructive to maintaining the “small down 
home” character goal and (3) they fail to provide any 
solution to the traffic issue. WHY HAVE PLANS IF THEY 
ARE NOT FOLLOWED?

The Miles Farm has been given preliminary approval 
by the Plan Commission and maybe final by the time 
this letter is printed. But if not, this project can still be 
defeated because as I was told by the supervisor of 
sanitary sewers and treatment plant, the sanitary sewer 
that is adjacent to this project does not have the capac-
ity to service anymore houses. Approximately 4 years 
back, a developer was looking to place an assisted liv-
ing project on the east end of the Miles property but 
had to cancel plans and look for other locations. Now 
the town is on track to allow 100 production homes to 
be hooked to the same sewer they refused service on 
4 years ago. Also, the town is spending approx. $6 mil-
lion dollars to up-grade that same sewer to accommo-
date the remaining 800 plus homes proposed on the 
Miles Farm project.

We all know of the heavy traffic congestion com-
ing through town and now to dump an additional 950 
plus homes is ridiculous. The state hasn’t made any 
plans to correct with a by-pass of the town with a new 
road. The developer’s attorney said in one of the public 
meetings, “If we create a bigger problem, they have to 
address it.” If you value the existing businesses in town, 

then you must get a proper game plan and design in 
place to accommodate this heavy traffic dump the 
Miles Farm project will create before the problem not 
after. You might be concerned about the Mower Zone 
located adjacent to the east side of the Miles Farm. 
The project will be discharging all the first section and 
probably more of the traffic at a redesigned intersec-
tion at Mackey Road. The plans I saw severely limited 
the access to the Mower Zone business. Not to men-
tion the amount of school parent and student traffic 
that utilize the intersection at Mackey Road and the 
buses to move students before and after school. We 
should not allow this plan commission and council to 
cause any hardship to the existing property owners or 
businesses in this town for the benefit of the largest 
homebuilder in the country, DR Horton.

Four years ago, Brazos Development (a Danville 
based business) asked for a variance to build 6 condo 
buildings (basically all brick doubles) in a project 
known as Wellington at Wexford. There were about 
10-12 remonstrators that spoke in opposition at the 
plan commission meeting and the condos were not 
approved. These houses in the Wellington project sit 
on 90’ lots not 50’ lots and they are all brick with values 
ranging from $450,000- 750,000. A far difference in 
volume of remonstrators as well as value of homes be-
ing rejected then what is present to remonstrate and 
homes proposed for the Miles Farm project.

At the Plan Commission and Council meeting there 
were more people there to remonstrate the Miles Farm 
project than I have ever seen at a meeting in my 30 
plus years of attending these meetings. We were given 
the opportunity to speak but limited to 3 minutes each 
after we had listened to DR Hortons attorney for 60 
minutes seems a little one sided. After the remonstra-
tors spoke, DR Hortons attorney spoke once again and 
the remonstrators were silenced. The project was voted 
on and moved forward!

You know the difference between the Commission 
and Council 4 years ago and Commission and Coun-
cil now? The past Commission and Council members 
cared about the thoughts, wants and needs of the 
taxpayers of Danville!! The current members don’t care 
about the existing town residents, just the new devel-
opers they want to please. The town failed to consider 
the impact of 1,000+ additional students in the Dan-
ville Community schools. I point out that in 2019 the 
schools sought a $58 million referendum for reported 
desperately needed improvements and that was before 
this perhaps 50% increase in enrollment was known.

The Town Council does not have an Economic Im-
pact Study that would define if this project will pay 

enough in property taxes to offset the impact of 
our town. The developer presented a fiscal plan that 
showed how much taxes would be paid and they “as-
sured” the council that it would be a sufficient amount. 
That is like letting the fox guard the hen house!! This 
project must be turned down or at least delayed and 
redesigned to increase the lot size and to build houses 
that will generate enough in property taxes that will 
actually cover the cost of the services they will use. 
Failure to require a “when completed” economic im-
pact study for each of these developments, especially 
the large ones, projecting the revenue to be generated 
and the cost of services is a due diligence failure of 
epic proportions.

We must acknowledge that the DR Horton Corpora-
tion is a group of professionals that acquire land and 
persuade plan commissions and town councils every 
day that their developments are more appealing than 
they actually turn out to be. This Plan Commission 
must educate themselves more on these develop-
ments and they need to know what questions to ask. 
The Plan Commission and Council currently rely on 
information given to them from the developers, engi-
neers and lawyers, all of which stand to benefit from 
these developments. It’s like taking a knife to a gun 
fight. We must be more knowledgeable as a Commis-
sion and Council to properly direct the growth of the 
Town of Danville.

We have a Plan Commission and Town Council that 
are not ready for the massive growth that we are expe-
riencing. There is only one person that has shown any 
restraint and expressed a desire to slow this growth 
down and pay attention to our Comprehensive Plan, 
which would not allow any of these PUD’s to have been 
approved. Chris Gearld must be re-elected and the 
remainder of the Town Council should resign or face 
a very competitive campaign in the next election! You 
will have to run on your record which currently is go-
ing to cost current residents unfortunate increases in 
property taxes along with water and sewer utility hikes. 
After we get a new Town Council then we can start by 
replacing the Plan Commission. Both the Plan Commis-
sion and Town Council held the input of the town’s citi-
zens in total disregard. Danville residents deserve bet-
ter representation to protect and honor what makes 
Danville special.

Please reach out to your Town Council members and 
Plan Commission members to ask your questions. Their 
contact information can be found at www.danvilleindi-
ana.org as well as the schedules and agendas for all the 
plan commission meetings and town council meetings.

Mike Eaton and other contributors March 4, 2022

A D V E R T I S E M E N T A D V E R T I S E M E N T A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A D V E R T I S E M E N T A D V E R T I S E M E N T A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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EVENTScalendar
APRIL
1 Friday
First Friday Friends Walking Group
10-11 a.m., Williams Park, Shelter 3, 940 Locust Lane, 
Brownsburg. The park naturalist will lead an interpretive 
hike. Participants can bring lunch and stay to chat with 
others in the shelter afterwards. Walks geared towards 
Active Adults. brownsburgparks.com

2 Saturday
Blended & Blessed Conference
9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., live streamed, Kingsway Christian 
Church, 7981 E. CR 100 N, Avon. Blended & Blessed is a 
one-day event for stepfamily couples, single parents, 
dating couples with kids and those who care about 
blended families. kingswaychurch.org 

2 Saturday
Ring in Spring!
11 a.m.-2 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Are you new to gardening? 
Looking for new crops to plant this year? Help celebrate 
the arrival of spring with talks from local gardening 
experts. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

2 Saturday
Candidate Forum for the Office of Hendricks County 
Sheriff
10 a.m., doors open at 9:30 a.m., Hope Community 
Church, 3350 N. Ind. 267, Brownsburg. Candidates are 
David Galloway, Terry Judy and Jack Sadler. Forum hosted 
by Indy Defenders of Liberty. For more information call 
(317) 272-0138.

6 Wednesday
Guilford Township Board Meeting
7 p.m., Guilford Township Community Center, 1500 S. 
Center St., Plainfield. Enter through the north doors. 
Agendas are posted two days prior to the meeting. 
Meetings are the first Wednesday of each month. 
guilfordtownship.com, (317) 838-0564

7 Thursday
Family History Hounds: The 1950 Census
1-3 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. Speaker Cindy Rutledge explores 
information found in the soon-to-be-released 1950 
federal census. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

9 Saturday
Running of the Bulldogs 5K
9 a.m., Brownsburg East Middle School, 1250 Airport 
Road, Brownsburg. Runners and walkers of all ages and 
skill levels are welcome. The Running of the Bulldogs 5K 
is a community event to raise money for the Brownsburg 
High School Band, Guard, and Orchestra. runsignup.com/
Race/IN/Brownsburg/RunningofTheBulldogsVirtual5k

12 Tuesday
DCHS Meet the Candidates Night
5-9 p.m., Danville Community High School, 100 Warrior 
Way, Danville. Hosted by government students. Meet and 
greet 5-6 p.m. Candidates speak at 6 p.m. facebook.com/
DCSCWarriors

14 Thursday 
Poetry Night: Haiku
5-5:30 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. Learn about the classic haiku poem, 
then compose one! plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info 

21 Thursday
Wars! at Pecar Park
6-7 p.m., Pecar Park, 5203 E. County Road 150 N., Avon. 
Bring Nerf Blasters and shoot it out in this free program. 
Nerf Elite darts will be supplied. Eye protection 
recommended. washingtontwpparks.org 

21 Thursday
The Largest Musical Chair Party in Indiana
6 p.m., Hendricks County Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. This fundraiser for Hendricks County Senior 
Services includes a DJ and referee. Max of 120 players, 
spectators encouraged. Cost: $20, appetizers and desserts 
included. Must be at least 18. Register: hcseniors.org/donate

22 Friday
Coffee & Canvas
6:30-8:30 p.m., Pecar Park, 115 S. CR 575, Avon. An artist 
will lead attendees through a start to finish canvas 
painting while enjoying coffee. Cost: $25/person. 
washingtontwpparks.org/coffee--canvas.html

23 Saturday
IF: Local 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Kingsway Christian Church, 7981 E. 
CR 100 N., Avon. Women’s Christian event for those who 
are hungry for God and want to find their people. Cost: 
$30 and includes food and gifts. kingswaychurch.org

23 Saturday
Gardening for All Ages
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. 
Main St., Danville. Hendricks County Master Gardeners 
annual spring garden show includes garden related 
vendors, exhibits, help desk and speakers. Free trees and 
seeds. Children’s activities. 4hcomplex.org/events/

24 Sunday
Sunday Funday Runday
10:30 a.m. The Shops at Perry Crossing, 2400 
Perry Crossing Way, Plainfield. Cost: $38 or more. 
Register at runsignup.com/Race/IN/Plainfield/ 
SundayFundayRunday.

26 Tuesday
Upcycled Floppy Disk Containers
3:15-4:15 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Make a planter or pencil 

Cabernet rules 
the wine kingdom

WINE By Luke Stephenson

If you work in wine like I do, especially in 
Indiana, there is one rule to remember: Cab is King. That is to say 
cabernet sauvignon is without a doubt the most sought after 
wine on the shelves. Furthermore, it is the wine that most con-
sumers are willing to pay a premium for. Let’s explore the many 
sides of this regal grape. 

Cabernet is the most grown grape in the world, and there is a 
reason for that. It’s fairly hardy, and unlike many grapes isn’t super 
site specific. It grows well and creates common characteristics, no 
matter what. Consumers can expect a full-bodied wine with pow-
erful tannins  and notes of dark fruit no matter where you buy it. 
That said, different regions do create slightly different styles. 

So, where are some of my favorite places to get a good cab? 
Without a doubt, Bordeaux takes the lead for me, particularly if 
you find a wine from Margaux, a village in Bordeaux. 

Look for wines that come from the Medoc region. They’ll be 
cab-based blends, and I enjoy the notes of earth and sweet to-
bacco that separate them from the rest of the world. Typically, 
they will run a bit more expensive than other regions but are 
well worth it. They also make great bottles to age. 

If cab is the king of grapes, Napa is the castle in which it pre-
sides over the U.S. Big, bold, fruit forward with plenty of tannin, 
there’s no doubt Napa makes some of the best and most expen-
sive cabs in the world. So, naturally, being a bit of a spendthrift, 
I much prefer its neighbor Sonoma as a source for outstanding 
quality cabernet with a similar style that’s easier on the wallet.

While there are dozens of places around the world that you 
can explore, the last one I’ll suggest is Coonawarra, Australia, 
tougher to find, but very delicious. They typically have a beau-
tiful eucalyptus note that makes them feel fresher than most 
other cabs.

Some suggestions:
• Château Blaignan Médoc: Give Bordeaux a go for about $25.
• Katherine Goldschmidt Alexander Valley Cab (Sonoma) is a 

killer deal at $20. 
• Finally for that Coonawarra, if you find one buy it, and buy 

an extra bottle for me. 

Luke Stephenson, a Danville native, is a Certified Specialist of Wine and has 
a Wine & Spirit Education Trust (WSET) level 3. Luke has traveled extensively 
and lived in Marlborough, New Zealand, for a year working in a winery and 
tasting room. Currently Stephenson is the director of fine wine for Crown 
Liquors.

Cabernet 
vines grow 
delicious 
grapes in 
Napa Valley 
at the famous 
Opus One 
Winery in 
Oakville, Calif. 
(Photo by Luke 
Stephenson)
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2 Saturday
EGGstravaganza
1-4 p.m., Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N., Avon. 
Get ready for an egg-citing day of fun and 
games as families explore the Township 
Path at Pecar Park. Each booth along the 
path will have a fun activity. Finish at the 
Nature Center for more Easter festivities. 
Washingtontwpparks.org

9 Saturday
Easter Fun Day 
10 a.m., Kingsway Christian Church, 7981 E. 
CR 100 N., Avon. This inaugural Easter Fun Day 
includes egg hunts, a petting zoo and food. 
The egg hunt will be broken out by age and at 
different fields. kingswaychurch.org

9 Saturday
Sensory Easter
9 a.m.-1 p.m., Washington Township Park, 
1115 S. County Road 575, Avon. Designed 
for people that benefit from an individual, 
personalized egg hunt in a quieter setting. 
Five hunts are scheduled. Two children can 
go together. Organizers guarantee 20 eggs 
per child. washingtontwpparks.org/sensory-
easter.html

9 Saturday
Splash into Spring
10-11:30 a.m. or 11:30-1 p.m., Hendricks 
Regional Health YMCA, 301 Satori Parkway, 
Avon. Egg hunt in the indoor pool. Don’t 
forget to pick up a craft, activity and snack. 
Wear swim attire and bring a bucket or bag. 
Children 6 and under must be accompanied 
by an adult. Cost: $5 for members and $7 for 
guests. INDYMCA.org

16 Saturday
Annual Easter Egg Hunt
10 a.m., Ellis Park Train Station, 600 E. Main 
St., Danville. Easter Bunny arrives at 10 
a.m. for pictures. Egg hunt starts at 11 a.m. 
DanvilleIndiana.org/parks

16 Saturday
Camo Egg Hunt
12-4 p.m., W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 4521 
Gibbs Road, Avon. Try your skills at a camo 
egg scavenger hunt. Camouflaged eggs are 
hidden along the trails, and each egg contains 
a clue to the answers on the scavenger 
hunt list. Finds the correct answers and earn 
a small prize. No Easter baskets needed. 
hendrickscountyparks.org/event/camo-egg-
hunt

16 Saturday
Easter Egg Hunt
1-2 p.m., Hope Community Church, 3350 
N. Ind. 267, Brownsburg. Free community 
Easter celebration with more than 10,000 
eggs. Areas will be separated for specific ages 
(0-3, 4-6, 7-9, 10-12). Register at visithope.
churchcenter.com/people/forms/350325.

23 Saturday 
Gardening for All Ages: Spring Gardening 
Show
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds, Expo Hall, 1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. Gardening speakers, Master 
Gardeners help desk and free trees and seeds. 
All vendors will be gardening-related with 
garden tools, treasures and decor in addition 
to plants.

SUBMIT YOUR EASTER 
EGG HUNT AND EVENT 

INFORMATION TO  
NEWS@ICONTIMES.COM

holder by upcycling old floppy disks. 
Materials will be provided for up to 12 teens. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info 

27 Wednesday
Council Conversations
6:30-7:30 p.m., Avon-Washington Township 
Library, meeting room #1, 498 N. Avon Ave., 
Avon. Council president Robert Pope, council 
member Greg Zusan, town manager Ryan 
Cannon and planning director Bill Peeples 
will be onsite to answer questions and have 
discussions. facebook.com/TownofAvonIN

29 Friday
Eighth Annual Arts Gala Starlight Reception
6:30-9 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. The gala 
will benefit the library’s new library vehicle. 

Handmade, original artwork in a variety 
of media, and styles created by local and 
regional artists will be for sale. Purchase 
artwork while enjoying beer, wine and 
light refreshments. Live music provided by 
Plainfield High School Orchestra. The gala 
will open to the public 9 a.m.-5 p.m. April 
30. plainfieldlibrary.net/artsgala

30 Saturday
NRHT, Inc. 2022 Bike Rides
9 a..m-1 p.m., Vandalia Trail, meet at the 
south end of the parking lot at Plainfield’s 
aquatic center. First in a series of six monthly 
bike rides to see open sections of the cross-
state National Road Heritage Trail and 
enjoy each section’s local culture. nrht.org/
vandalia/events.php#NRHT_HC
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By Camille Gillespie, RD, 
LD, CPT

You may have seen recent news reports 
about the growing costs of groceries, gaso-
line, cars and rents as inflation surges. Here 
are five tips to help keep your food costs as 
manageable as possible while still eating 
healthy. 

1. Cook more often than you eat out. 
In addition to saving money, you may 
see improvements in your health. Res-
taurant meals and fast-food portions 
are often larger than needed and con-
tain excess sodium and sugar. 

2. Buy complete foods or in bulk. By 
complete, I mean foods that are not 
pre-portioned or pre-chopped (for 
example, a head of cauliflower instead 
of pre-cut cauliflower florets). This will 
require more time to prepare the food, 
but it’s well worth the extra dollars in 
your pocket. Buying in bulk can also 
save a lot of money. Just make sure 
you can eat all your bulk items before 
they expire.

3. Choose cheaper proteins. Protein 
is often the most expensive grocery 
item, but there are ways to work 
around it. Beef, chicken, fresh fish, 
nuts and seeds can be pricey. To 
save money, reach for more budget-
friendly options such as ground tur-
key, eggs, peanut butter, edamame, 
canned tuna, sardines, salmon, Greek 
yogurt, cottage cheese, milk, lentils 
and beans.

4. Buy the store brand. Buying the store 
brand can save you a lot of money 
with little to no difference in quality 
or nutrient content. You may find you 
don’t like some, but at least try them 
because they can make a significant 
impact on your budget.

5. Make a shopping list and stick with 
it. Plan your meals for the week ahead 

of time (remember to cook more often 
than you eat out). Don’t forget about 
breakfast and snacks. Then create a list 
of items you’ll need to make it all hap-
pen. Bring your list to the store and 
only buy those items.

Lastly, here’s a pro tip: Go grocery shop-
ping when you’re not hungry. This helps 
avoid random purchases on items you don’t 
need that may also go to waste.

Sticking to a budget can be tough at first, 
so give yourself some grace. Stay with it and 
your wallet and health will reap the rewards.

5 tips for managing 
rising food prices

NUTRITION

Camille Gillespie is a clinical dietitian for 
Hendricks Regional Health.

950 N. Rangeline Rd., Ste. E, Carmel, IN 46032 • (317) 867-0900 • www.ctcarmel.com • M-F 9AM-5PM and Weekends/After Hours by Appt. Only

ONE OF
     THOSE DAYS?

CALL ON US AT ANY TIME
FOR SERVICES INCLUDING:
Hardware Troubleshooting
Software Troubleshooting
Internet/Email Setup and Assistance
Networking Wired & Wireless
Application Setup and Support
Regular Computer Maintenance
Virus Protection & Removal
Internet Security Troubleshooting
Remote Access & Diagnostics
Managed I/T Service Plans
Residential and Business Services
PC and Mac Service and Sales

HELP IS JUST
AROUND THE CORNER.

SCAN FOR
SPECIAL OFFER!

FREE IN-SHOP
DIAGNOSIS
UP TO $60 VALUE!

WE ARE YOUR APPLE SUPPORT EXPERTS!

317.867.0900

Protein is often the 
most expensive grocery 
item…reach for more 

budget-friendly options 
such as ground turkey, 

eggs, peanut butter, 
edamame, canned 

tuna, sardines, salmon, 
Greek yogurt, cottage 

cheese, milk, lentils  
and beans.

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM
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By Karl Zimmer

I woke the other morn-
ing to the sound of birds 

singing, and it brought a smile to my face 
as I stretched to begin my morning rou-
tine. What does it mean when we hear the 
birds singing, and what 
might we learn and ap-
ply to make our own lives 
better? Those questions 
popped up in my con-
sciousness, and so the an-
swers began to flow.

The power of asking 
good questions is that 
your unconscious will find the answers, and 
all you need to do is pay attention so you 
can hear them when they come. It might 
take a bit of practice, but it’s magical when 
the answers flow and you implement them. 

So, what answers did I hear? The first sign 
of what was to come was that the sound 
of the birds singing brought an immedi-
ate smile to my face. Music, in most forms, 
tugs at the heart, and I like to think that the 
birds singing is their way of welcoming the 
spring, a time of renewal and of hope.

Especially during these troubled times, we 

must look for ways to stay positive, to focus 
on what is good. So, what can we apply from 
birds singing in the morning, the sun shining, 
the rain falling, the wind blowing, the stars 
and planets dotting the night’s sky or the 
moon’s glow behind clouds? Each can rep-

resent a sign of magic, of 
hope, of life. We can choose 
to look at each one as a 
positive, joyful sign. And 
yes, we can also view some 
as being negative, though 
which choice would make 
your life better, more joyful?

When you hear the birds 
sing, what does that mean for you? What are 
you grateful for? What is good in your life? 
What can you do to make this a good day? In 
this moment, there is good and beauty and 
love all around you. How cool is that?

When the birds sing in the morning 
it brings renewal and hope

LIFE’S 
CHOICES

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who Grew Up 
to RULE® the World…,” a speaker and board 
certified hypnotist. Karl can be contacted 
at Karl@iRULEtheWorld.com. RULE® is 
a Registered Mark of Karl R. Zimmer III. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to 

diagnose, treat or cure any condition or illness.

I like to think that the birds 
singing is their way of 

welcoming the spring, a 
time of renewal and of hope.

Hendricks County ICON 

BLOOD DRIVE
April 30 • 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

5252 E. Main St., Avon.

In memory  
of Rick Myers

Sign up at: 

versiti.org
Call/text  

317-918-0334

SYCAMORE
PRINTING

~
Business Solutions

Ask us aboutdelivery!• Business Cards 
• Letterhead 
• Envelopes 
• Brochures
• Newsletters 
• Large Format 
• Bindery

• Carbonless Forms 
• Invitations 
• Graphic Design
• Content Writing 
• Mailing Services 
• Promotional Items

Great service and quality printing, with added  

experiences for individuals with disabilities.

934 Sycamore Lane • Danville, Indiana 46122
317-271-7700 / 317-745-5456  
www.sycamoreprinting.net  

sycamoreprinting@gmail.com  
Hours: M-F, 8:30am - 5pm
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Stamping down on junk mail

EDITORIAL

Massive fire 
is a cause for 

concern
Smoke could be seen 40 miles away in 

Brazil, Ind. and the northside of India-
napolis. It was a devastating scene in 
AllPoints along County Road 100 S. The 
plume was visible on weather radar and 
satellites.

A Walmart distribution center burned 
for hours as more than 200 firefight-
ers from 24 surrounding departments 
converged to battle the blaze. Walmart 
evacuated 1,000 employees safely, and 
thankfully no firefighters were injured.

Thank you to all the emergency per-
sonnel that responded. It’s a real testa-
ment to mutual aid agreements that 
many fire departments sign which just 
formalize what firefighters naturally feel 
compelled to do. Thank you to all the 
town and city councils which approve 
these memorandums. 

As of this writing, a cause has not 
been discovered. However, the real 
question is the effectiveness of the fire 
suppression in the 1.2 million square 
foot facility. Ash, which was possibly car-
cinogenic and toxic, covered Avon, Plain-
field and other nearby communities. Au-
thorities declared a Knozone Action Day 
following the inferno which lasted more 
than 24 hours. Even if the fire suppres-
sion sprinklers worked, are the minimum 
building standards enough? 

State and local officials should take a 
long look at these standards and reas-
sess the danger to employees, firefight-
ers and area residents.

The views in these editorials are of 
reader participants. They do not represent 
those of Hendricks County ICON ownership 
and management.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

The Danville Community Middle 
School HAWK Garden Club 

received a grant from the Indiana 
Thriving Schools Program. This grant will 
help the club with its efforts to improve 
the HAWK Outdoor Lab as well as create 
pollinator and vegetable gardens. 

 Brownsburg Fire Territory has a 
new app for residents to 

download with topics and tools related 
to mental health, physical health, 
financial stability, family support and 
more.

 Brownsburg High School 
National Honor Society inducted 

147 new members, 137 juniors and 10 
seniors. BHS has some of the most 
rigorous requirements in the state with 
members achieving a 3.8 or higher 
cumulative grade point average, while 
also exhibiting leadership and service to 
others.

 Plainfield school board hired 
Tyler Bless as the new associate 

head football coach. Bless will work 
alongside coach Brian Woodard for the 
2022 football season, taking the helm of 
the program after coach Woodard’s 
departure. Woodard plans to step down 
as coach but still be a member of the 
science department. 

 Challenger Baseball League is 
registering people ages 5-22 with 

special needs who want to play baseball 
this spring. Register by April 16. For 
more information visit avon-schools.
org/experience-avon/experience-
avon/~board/acsc-posts/post/challeng-
er-baseball-a-league-for-athletes-with-
special-needs.

 Danville Community Middle 
School students in eighth grade 

introduction to agriculture class kicked 
off their animal science unit with a baby 
shower. Teacher Laura Crosby decorated 
her room and hosted a baby shower 
with treats for her students as they 
made baby books about animals that 
helped students discover the terminol-
ogy used for different species as they 
reproduce.

By Dick Wolfsie

Do you get junk in the mail? Of course 
you do. We all do. And I am getting a little 
tired of it. I can screen my phone calls for 
telemarketers, and I have a pretty nifty 
spam filter on my computer, but somebody 
needs to do something about the clutter in 
my mailbox.

I’ve talked to Tom, my mailman. I’ve even 
given him full authority to stuff any question-
able or unsolicited correspondence down 
the sewer. Tom’s afraid he may accidentally 
throw out a utility bill. I told him not to worry 
about that. These things happen.

I know I’m not the first person to write 
about junk mail. I wasn’t the first humorist 
to complain about junk food. I’ve written 
stories about all the junk in my basement. 
I admitted last year in a column that I once 
invested in junk bonds.

No one has written about more junk than 
I have.

Which brings me back to my mailbox, a 
mailbox that just yesterday contained the 
seductive MoneyMailer. These hefty little 
packets are filled with tantalizing coupons 
— discounts that are the answer to your 
every prayer, assuming at least one of your 
prayers is to find nine different companies 
that will shampoo six rooms of carpet for 
$34.95.

There are also coupons I usually forget to 
use or I can’t find when I order pizza, or I call 
the wrong pizza place, or by the time I try to 
use them they are expired, or I really don’t 
want cinnamon rolls with my pizza.

I noticed a coupon for a one-night stay in 
a lavish suite that included a luxurious bath 
and peticure for only $23. I inquired, but 
when I discovered it was a kennel, I knew 
my wife wouldn’t enjoy it. Oh wait, I get it: 
PETicure.

Cleaning seems to be an obsession with 
the companies that advertise in these mail-
ers. There are always services that clean 
your air ducts — something I have never 
done in 30 years of home ownership, which 
might explain my murky complexion. Now 
that I’ve mentioned this, salespeople will be 
calling me in the morning, and because I’m 
an easy mark, strange men will be crawling 
up my vents by noon tomorrow.

A great many dentists use coupons to 
market their services to potential new pa-
tients. Maybe the novocaine makes them 
insensitive.

YOUR TEETH REALLY — AND WE MEAN 
REALLY — NEED TO BE CLEANED

Here’s my favorite from the pack, a “per-
sonal letter” from a colorectal physician:

YOU NEED A COLONOSCOPY!
Because the YOU was BOLDED, in all CAPS 

and in italics, I became extremely uncom-
fortable, which I think is their goal. They 
made it seem like everyone else in Cen-
tral Indiana had made their appointment 
already but I was just sitting on my…well, I 
was delaying the whole process — let’s just 
put it that way.

Taking care of our health should be a 
priority. This is a good time to think about 
required diagnostic procedures, even those 
advocated in promotional ads. If presidents 
can form exploratory committees, it’s prob-
ably a good idea for all of us.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

VIEWS

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you …

In New Orleans, it’s against the law to gargle 
in public. 

STRANGE LAW

It’s a real testament to 
mutual aid agreements 

that many fire departments 
sign which just formalize 

what firefighters naturally 
feel compelled to do. Thank 
you to all the town and city 

councils which approve 
these memorandums.

“If we have no peace, it is because we have 
forgotten that we belong to each other.” 

— Mother Teresa

QUOTE
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Don’t rush Mother Nature 
when it comes to planting

LIFESTYLE

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

Every spring, gardeners 
are eager to get their hands dirty working in 
their flower beds and vegetables.

Veteran gardeners know from experience 
that there is a proper time to plant certain 
vegetables and flowers. 

Novice gardeners 
may be fooled by un-
seasonable warm, sun-
ny days into thinking it’s 
fine to plant tender an-
nual flowers and warm-
season vegetables, only 
to be dismayed when 
a late frost mercilessly 
kills their begonias and 
tomatoes. 

Some annual flow-
ers, such as pansies, 
snapdragons and 
stocks are safe to plant or pot early for a 
cheery spring color. Cool-weather vegeta-
bles including onions, peas, spinach and 
cabbage can be planted in cold, wet soil as 
transplants or seeds and will thrive, as will 
potato tubers, easily surviving late frosts. 

In Central Indiana, it is extremely rare to 
have a killing frost/freeze after the middle of 
April. However, light frosts are not unusual 
well into May. 

Conventional gardening wisdom says to 
not plant any tender flower or vegetable 
seeds or transplants until after Mothers Day 
weekend. Not only is the chance of cold 
weather remote after that weekend, but 
soil has had a chance to warm up, which is 
equally important for the health and vitality 
of warm-season plants. Planting a tomato 

transplant or sowing zinnia seeds in cold 
soil can result in delayed growth or even 
rotten roots or seeds. 

I’m reminded of what the late Wayne Cox, 
from the locally famous Cox’s Plant Farm 

in Clayton told me 
years ago. Cox’s sows 
and sells thousands of 
flowers and vegeta-
ble plants every year. 
Shoppers who come to 
the sprawling grounds 
and greenhouse com-
plex in early May will 
find large, potted to-
mato plants in flower, 
some even with ripen-
ing tomatoes for sale. 

Although the staff 
warns customers to not 

plant these tomatoes in the ground until 
after Mothers Day, many customers sheep-
ishly return to buy replacement plants after 
getting fooled by a few unseasonably warm 
days to plant their tomato plants, only to 
lose them to a late frost. 

Resist that temptation, and you won’t be 
setting yourself up for disappointment. Wait 
a few more weeks, then plant to your heart’s 
content.  Happy gardening!

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff  
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms 

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with 

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered fl ooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2022 EVENT 

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150 

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-22.

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 17

C H O P M A N I A U S P S
H E R R B L A S S S T O P
A L S O A L E R T B U L L
I M O F F A I L D I I

E T D P E R U V I A N
E P I S C O P A L N O O N E
A B C S R E S C A W
U S E G A I T H E R T M I

B O G D A L T E A S
U H A U L D U D E R A N C H
D U T Y F R E E B O X
D D T S I C W I N C H
E N I D F A I R S C O O T
R U L E L Y N C H A T O M
S T A B E S S A Y B I L L

9 3 2 7 8 6 1 5 4
5 1 7 3 4 2 8 9 6
4 6 8 5 9 1 3 2 7
7 8 3 4 2 9 6 1 5
1 2 4 6 3 5 9 7 8
6 5 9 8 1 7 2 4 3
3 7 1 9 5 8 4 6 2
2 4 5 1 6 3 7 8 9
8 9 6 2 7 4 5 3 1

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Belts: BLACK, BROWN, GREEN, ORANGE, RED, WHITE; Brands: 
BUICK, CHEVROLET, FORD, HONDA, NISSAN; Rivers: OHIO, TIPPECANOE, WABASH, WHITE; Words: AHOY, 
ARRGH, BLIMEY; Stores: COSTCO, SAM’S CLUB; Name: ELEVANCE HEALTH 

Although the staff warns 
customers to not plant these 
tomatoes in the ground until 

after Mothers Day, many 
customers sheepishly return 
to buy replacement plants 

after getting fooled by a few 
unseasonably warm days.
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Visit northwest Illinois for 
historic sites, outdoor activities

LIFESTYLE

Don Knebel is a local resident who works for 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP. For the full column 
visit donknebel.com. You may contact him at 
editorial@youarecurrent.com.

By Don Knebel

With spring upon us, 
we will explore places to travel that sit clos-
er to home.

Galena, Ill., located along the Galena River 
in far northwestern Illinois 344 miles from 
Indianapolis, was named for its deposits of 
galena, a lead-bearing ore mined by Native 
Americans for more than 1,000 years. 

When European settlers discovered these 
deposits, they rushed to the area. By 1825, 
the town’s population had reached 10,000, 
roughly the same as Chicago’s. Mississippi 
riverboats traveling between St. Louis and 
St. Paul, Minn., stopped in Galena for its exu-
berant nightlife along the river. 

TRAVEL

Visitors to Galena, Ill., can find historic landmarks including the 22-room Belvedere Mansion, built in 1857 by 
J. Russell Jones, a friend of Abraham Lincoln. (Photo by Don Knebel)

NOTICE OF HEARINGS
Pursuant to Indiana Code § 20-26-7-37 and 

Indiana Code § 6-1.1-20-3.1, notice is hereby 
given that the Board of School Trustees of the 
Avon Community School Corporation will meet at 
7:00 p.m. on April 11, 2022 and at 5:30 p.m. on 
April 25, 2022, at the School Administration Center, 
7203 East U.S. Highway 36, Avon, Indiana to hold 
public hearings.

On April 11, 2022, the Board will hold a public 
hearing to discuss and hear objections and 
support regarding the proposed 2022 Expansion, 
Efficiency, and Improvement Projects, including 
the renovation, improvements and expansion of 
Pine Tree and Sycamore Elementary Schools, and 
improvements to other school facilities within the 
school corporation, including site improvements 
and the purchase of buses, technology and 
equipment (the “Projects”). On April 25, 2022, 
the Board will hold a second public hearing to 
discuss and hear objections and support regarding 
the proposed Projects and will also consider the 
adoption of a resolution making a preliminary 
determination to enter into a lease agreement 
relating to the Projects and to issue bonds to 
finance the Projects. You are invited to attend and 
participate in the public hearings.

Dated March 31, 2022.
/s/ Secretary, Board of School Trustees
Avon Community School Corporation

In 1860, Ulysses S. Grant came to Galena 
with his wife Julia to work in his father’s 
leather business. After commanding the 
victorious Union forces during the Civil War, 
Grant returned to Galena, where grateful 
Republican residents gave him a two-sto-
ry brick house. Grant visited Galena often 
while serving as the 18th president but did 
not return when his second term ended in 
1877.

Today, Galena has a population of about 
3,200. The house where Grant and his wife 
lived is a National Historic Landmark, pro-
viding guided tours. The grounds include 
a statue of first lady Julia Grant, erected in 
2006. 

Galena includes many other well-main-
tained Victorian homes built by steamboat 
captains and mining executives. The most 
visited is the 22-room Belvedere Mansion, 
built in 1857 by J. Russell Jones, a friend of 
Abraham Lincoln who championed Grant’s 
run for the presidency and became ambas-
sador to Belgium. 

Beautifully maintained Grant Park, locat-
ed along the Galena River, includes a 9-foot 
statue of President Grant, erected in 1896, 
and a victory column honoring Civil War 
veterans from the area. 

A bridge connects the park to the so-
called “Helluva Half Mile,” Galena’s down-
town, itself a National Historic Landmark, 
featuring a variety of shops and restaurants 
catering to the more than 1 million people 
who visit each year. 

SATURDAY - APRIL 9TH - 10:00 A.M.
TOWMOTOR FORKLIFT

INDUSTRIAL METAL WORKING TOOLS
POWER TOOLS - SCRAP IRON

OFFICE EQUIPMENT
DIAGRAPH BRADLEY STENCIL MAKER

SCHMIDT METAL STAMPING TOOL
COLLECTIBLES

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014
TERMS OF SALE / Cash, Approved Check or Visa/Master Card

OWNER: John Schindler Estate 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE: Julie Scharlau

NO BUYER’S PREMIUM & NO SALES TAX!
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
25 S Green Street, Brownsburg, IN 46112

MONDAY - APRIL 4TH - 10:00 A.M.
2015 KUBOTA DIESEL TRACTOR

2012 KUBOTA DIESEL RIDING MOWER
CUB CADET RIDING MOWER

DUMP WAGON - LEAF CATCHER - ROTOTILLER
ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE

GLASSWARE - COLLECTIBLES – PRIMITIVES
STERLING SILVER FLATWARE

LONGABERGER POTTERY & METAL STANDS
TOOLS - LAWN & GARDEN

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!! 
OWNER:  Estate of Paul G. Leondis, DVM & Several Consignors 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  10% Buyer’s Premium.
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122
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SERVING YOUTH
Hovernale leads Hendricks County Youth Assistance Program

By Words words

Staci Hovermale’s influence can be felt in Plainfield and 
throughout Hendricks County as the director of the Youth 
Assistance Program in Hendricks County. She also works 
alongside her husband Rob as the women’s leader and 
children’s director at Mercy Base Church where he is the 
pastor. 

The couple will be married for 20 years in May and have 
two children, Keenan, 16, and Mia, 13. They have lived in 
Plainfield for 18 years and planted Mercy Base in 2019. 

Hovermale graduated from Ball State University with a 
degree in special education in severe and profound dis-
abilities. Before working for the Youth Assistance Program, 
she worked for 21 years as the director of education at a 
residential facility in Indianapolis. 

“In August of 2021, the door opened for me to serve 
kids and families in my community, and I was excited to 
start a new adventure,” Hovermale said. “The Plainfield 
Youth Assistance Program (PYAP) has been the pilot pro-
gram, and I look forward to growing YAP throughout Hen-
dricks County Communities.”

For her work in Hendricks County, Hovermale is the 
April ICON of the Month.

What do you consider your greatest virtue? 
Compassion for others; however, my church 
family would insist that it’s my hugs.

What do you most deplore in others? 
Dishonesty. 

What do you like most about living in 
Hendricks County? The small hometown feel, 
Plainfield schools and the parks and trails 

If you had to live elsewhere than in 
Hendricks County, where would it be? Peru, 
Ind., to be near my parents and other family 
members

If you could begin life over, what would you 
change? Nothing. I am where I am because of 
many blessings, different people in my world, 
multiple choices and mistakes along the way. 
I am truly blessed, and if I changed anything, 
that could potentially change my current 
outcome.

If money were no issue, how would you 
spend it? On those I love, my church and 
organizations that are making a difference in 
the lives of others

What makes you happiest? Time spent with 
my husband and children

What is your favorite vacation spot? 
Myrtle Beach, S.C. — I vacationed there every 
year growing up, and I have so many good 
memories there.

What do you do with idle time? I like garage 
sales, auctions or walk around an antique mall 
or resale shop

What is it that makes you angry? Businesses 
or organizations that do not take care of their 
people

What do you do to escape from reality? 

Snuggle on the couch and watch ‘80s and ‘90s 
reruns

What or who is the greatest love of your 
life? Jesus! Of course, my husband is a close 
second place.

Which living person in Hendricks County 
do you most admire? School personnel, 
school principals, teachers and counselors: This 
world can be so difficult for our young people, 
and the school personnel have to be able to 
navigate through all the issues in addition to 
teaching academics, which is truly admirable.

What is the quality you most like in a man? 
Honesty and humor

What is the quality you most like in a 
woman? Authenticity

What is your greatest extravagance? Cuddl 
Duds

What are your fears, phobias? Talking 
in public, although this current position is 
helping me to overcome some of that fear.

What has been the happiest time of your 
life? Being a wife and mother 

Which talent would you most like to 
possess? Singing…I love to sing, but I am 
awful at it. 

What do you most value in your friends? 
Honesty and accountability

Which historical figure do you most identify 
with? Corrie Ten Boom trying to follow God by 
helping those around me.

What is your greatest regret? Not being a 
stay-at-home mom when my kids were babies

What tenet do you live by? #lovewell

ICON of the MonthCOMMUNITY
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Create your own Staycation! 
Supply chains are slow, so hurry in for the best selection! 

Let Wicker Works help design your  
Outdoor Oasis! Largest Selection in Indiana!

Buy now while the selection is still good!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE

70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509
www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available

GET READY FOR SPRING!
Hurry in for the best selection and great pricing!


