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Debi’s first 3D mammogram saved her life. The advanced technology discovered her 

breast cancer early, at its most easily treatable stage. Together with the Hendricks 

Regional Health Breast Center, they mapped out a treatment plan that included 

surgery and radiation. Now Debi is celebrating five years as a breast cancer survivor.

We’re standing up to cancer — together. Request your yearly mammogram at 

Hendricks.org/Mammogram or call (317) 745-3404. 

Debi, Danville
Five-Year Cancer Survivor

“Ladies, get your 
mammograms.”
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Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to 
catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com and 

follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories and 
photos that feature and affect you and your community.
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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 
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• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

Brownsburg Sertoma receives $1,000 grant
The Brownsburg Sertoma Club was 

awarded a $1,000 grant from Sertoma 
International that will be used to-
ward their annual Christmas proj-
ect to help families in need.

This is the sixth year Sertoma 
has done this project. This Christ-
mas they provided help to eight 
families and 23 kids with $394 per 
family with $3,149.77. 

Brownsburg Sertoma partners with 
the Lincoln and Brown Township trustees 
to identify needy families. 

“The Brownsburg Sertoma Christmas Pro-
gram touched the lives of families who were in 

emergency need this past December,” 
said Nate Mantle, Brown Township 

trustee. “I was unsure whether any 
of these families would have Christ-
mas at all this year — they were 
each struggling to cover their ba-
sic needs.

“I’m rarely asked to identify 
people who can be helped this 

way, so I’m thankful the Brownsburg 
Sertoma service organization is here to 

help in times of need and bring some joy 
in difficult times.”
Read more at myhcicon.com/brownsburg-ser-

toma-awarded-1000-grant/

Danville artist’s work featured in  
Operation Allies Welcome ceremony

A traveling mural created under the leadership 
of Danville artist Tiffany Black served as the back-
drop for the Operation Allies Welcome conclusion 
ceremony Jan. 24 at Camp Atterbury. 

Gov. Eric Holcomb congratulated and honored 
all who had been a part of the national project 
to assist Afghan evacuees following the Aug. 15 
Taliban takeover of their country. Camp Atterbury 
was one of eight safe havens for Afghan refugees 
in the United States. 

As an artistic testament to their evacuation 
and resettlement, a traveling mural was created. 
She led the art program on base through the 
United Conference of Catholic Bishops when she 
met two evacuee artists, Zainab Ahmandi and 
Fawzie Abdaly. Collectively, they decided to cre-
ate a mural. 

“When I was introduced to Zainab Ahmandi, 
I knew that I had met my collaborator on this 
project,” said Black, noting she is a visual artist 
from Kabul. “She evacuated with her best friend 
and their mothers. Both worked to promote the 
empowerment of women in Afghanistan, which is 

why they were forced to leave their home.”
Read more at myhcicon.com

Amazon.com Services LLC seeks  
candidates for the following (multiple 
positions available) in Plainfield, IN: 

Workplace Health and Safety Manager 
(Job ID 1873364). Partner with a site 
operations team to assess existing 

Fulfillment Center work environments 
and develop programs and procedures 

to ensure safety and efficiency. Domestic 
travel required up to 20% of the time. 

Telecommuting benefits available.  
Apply at: https://www.amazon.jobs/en/ 

Job ID: 1873364

Danville’s Tiffany Black collaborated with two 
Afghan artists to create this traveling mural to 
represent the journey refugees took when they fled 
their country. (Photo by Peg McRoy Glover)
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The Avon Town Council met Jan. 13 at Avon Town Hall. Meetings can be 
viewed on the town’s Facebook, YouTube, LinkedIn and Twitter. The council 
meets on the second and fourth Thursdays each month, 6570 E. U.S. 36. The 
next scheduled meeting is 7 p.m. Jan. 27. 

Avon Town Council designates board liaisons,  
approves path construction

WHAT HAPPENED: Based on the 
recommendation of Crossroads Engineers, 
Olco was awarded the 2022 Avon sidewalk 
and multi-use path construction project 
with their bid of $424,440. Crossroads is 
the engineering company for this project.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council elected officers for 2022 and 
designated council members and staff as its liaisons to boards, 
commissions and committees.

WHAT HAPPENED: The police department 
was given approval to purchase a $37,000 
new unmarked vehicle. 

WHAT HAPPENED: An agreement for 2022 was 
approved between the town and the law firm 
Taylor, Chadd, Minnette, Schneider, Clutter. 
Daniel L. Taylor will act as lead attorney as he has 
for several years. This agreement did not change 
from previous years.   

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved an 
agreement for Endeavor Communications to 
become the town’s internet service provider in 
June when the current contract expires.

WHAT IT MEANS: Design will take place this 
year and construction the next. Locations for 
sidewalk and multi-use path construction 
projects in 2022 include areas along County 
Road 200 North, Dan Jones Road and County 
Road 625 E. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Robert Pope was elected president and Aaron 
Tevebaugh vice president. Tevebaugh is liaison to the redevelopment 
commission, stormwater board of directors, parks advisory council, 
redevelopment authority and parks department. Dawn Lowden is liaison 
to the police merit board, dispatch board, Hendricks County Solid Waste 
district board, West Central Conservancy District board and the police 
department board. Lowden and Greg Zusan are on the annexation board. 
Zusan is also liaison to the township and library boards.  Steve Eisenbarth 
is liaison to the planning commission, board of zoning appeals, the public 
works department and the planning and building departments. Pope is on 
the Central Indiana Council of Elected Officials, Avon Chamber of Commerce 
Board, collaboration group, the economic development board, aerovision 
committee and Avon School Board. Pope is also on the Hendricks County 
Economic Development Partnership Board along with town attorney John 
Taylor. Pope and clerk-treasurer Julie Loker are on the police pension board. 
Town Manager Ryan Cannon is on the Indiana Regional Transportation 
Council’s policy committee and the citizens water advisory board.   

WHAT IT MEANS: The police department 
budgeted to purchase six vehicles in 2022 
with a base cost of $37,000 plus $10,000 
for installation of technical and emergency 
equipment. This vehicle is the sixth purchase 
for 2022. This model will need $7,000 in 
modifications.  

The firm will be paid $210 per hour for legal services, 
discounted from the standard $300 per hour. They will 
provide legal representation at all town council, board 
and commission meetings except the police merit board. 
They will assist the council, town manager, and staff in 
litigation and any other legal assistance requested by 
the council. 

WHAT IT MEANS: This is a three-year contract. The 
town has consistently had problems with their current 
provider, resulting in lost hours of internet access, phone 
usage and technical services. 

A NEW PATH TO HEALING
 Mental Health and Addiction Recovery

We offer:
•  Acute psychiatric inpatient care for adolescents and adults
•  Substance use detoxification for adults
•  Residential treatment for adolescent girls ages 12 to 17
•  Partial Hospitalization for adults with psychiatric needs
•  Intensive Outpatient substance use programs for adults
•  Intensive Outpatient Programs for adolescents

We accept Medicare, TRICARE®, Indiana Medicaid Care Plans, and most commercial insurance plans. TRICARE® is a registered trademark of the Department of Defense, Defense 
Health Agency. All rights reserved. Physicians are on the medical staff of Valle Vista Health System, but, with limited exceptions, are independent practitioners who are not employees 

or agents of Valle Vista Health System. The facility shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians. For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-
discrimination notice, visit our website. 211436-2322 8/21

HEALTH SYSTEM

65 Airport Parkway, Suite 104
Greenwood, IN 46143

866-883-5330 (toll-free)
317-883-5330 (direct)
newvistatreatment.com

898 East Main Street
Greenwood, IN 46143

800-447-1348
Fax: 317-859-4320

vallevistahospital.com

No-cost assessments available. 
Open 24/7 and walk-ins are welcome.
Call 800-447-1348 to find out more.
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By Peg McRoy Glover

The Kiwanis Club of Avon has embraced two learning 
methods at Avon Community School Corporation and made 
supporting these efforts their top projects. 

With help from a grant from the Indiana Kiwanis Founda-
tion, they purchased equipment, and volunteers created 
tactile instructional learn to read books for visually impaired 
kids. Kiwanians also expanded the district’s Outdoor Learn-
ing Center by adding bird feeding stations with informa-
tional signage. 

When then club president Bob Straka found out about 
the grants of up to $2,000 in October, the retired junior high 
science teacher approached former assistant superinten-
dent Terry Terhune for ideas. 

“[I] asked him if there was something the school system 
needed that we could take on as a project,” Straka said.

That meeting eventually led to Avon Kiwanis collaborat-
ing with teachers Karen Wilcox on equipment and books for 
kids who are visually impaired and Jennifer Davies on the 
Avon Outdoor Learning Center (OLC). 

An avid grant writer, Straka landed grants for both proj-
ects. The Kiwanis Indiana Foundation awarded Avon Kiwanis 
$1,793, and the local club added $500 to the funding to 
purchase the equipment and supplies needed to produce 
tactile books for visually impaired students.

Another grant for $1,521 went toward adding bird feed-
ing stations to the OLC. 

CREATING TACTILE BOOKS 
Kiwanis bought two Cricuts, and Wilcox said their depart-

ment used them to create tactile books for beginning braille 
readers. The Cricut is a digital home crafting die-cutter that 
creates designs from craft foam, felt, vinyl and other materi-
als. They can cut material up to 12 inches thick, which is nec-
essary when it comes to creating a tactile book. The raised 
pieces make it readable and understandable to the visually 
impaired.

The composition of a book page includes a letter, a braille 
cell and a picture of an item starting with that letter, and all 
are dimensional. For example, the letter A has the braille cell 
for the letter A and a picture of an apple. Learners can feel 
all three items as they move their hands from left to right, 
making an association between the letter, braille cell and 
the object.  

“When students who are learning braille have very little 
to no vision, they learn how to read by tactile graphics,” 
said Wilcox. “They go from feeling a three-dimensional ob-
ject, which is the real thing, to a two-dimensional flattened 
outline of it. Eventually, they can extract information from 

feeling that representation.”
Avon Kiwanis members meet regularly to help create 

these alphabet books for beginning readers.
This visually impaired special education program serves 

kids from preschool through high school. 
For more information visit avon-schools.org/academics/

special-education.
EXPANDING THE AVON OUTDOOR LEARNING CENTER

The Outdoor Learning Center is 7 acres of wooded land 
with a restored 1840s log cabin, amphitheater that seats 
100, a creek, 2 miles of trails and bird feeding stations. Lo-
cated on the southside of Maple Elementary, it is open to 
Avon students, staff, home school students, all Hendricks 
County schools and the general public. 

“It is a great and unique space. I have over 27 years of 
environmental education under my belt, and I would say 
our AOLC is one of the most robust and well-developed 
outdoor classrooms on the eastern half of the country,” said 
Davies, the center’s instruction coordinator. “Pre-pandemic 
we served about 10,000 kids per year.”

The bird feeders give kids opportunities to learn about 
vegetation, ecosystems and habitats, she said. 

“I love that kids can connect with how different and yet 
similar birds are,” said Davies. “Bird watching is a chance for 
kids to hone their observation skills. I tell the kids, no mat-
ter what they want to be when they grow up, being able to 
observe carefully, noticing the nuances of things and being 
aware of what’s around you are powerful skills to have.” 

This spring Straka and fellow Kiwanis members plan to 
build seating around the feeding stations with logs and 
boards so the kids can sit and watch. Straka regularly checks 
in with Davies to make sure there is enough bird seed to 
keep the feeders full. 

“The outdoor learning center is phenomenal,” said Straka. 
“If I would have had something like this when I was teach-
ing, I would probably still be teaching.”

For more information on the Avon Outdoor Learning Cen-
ter, visit avon-schools.org/academics/outdoor-learning-cen-
ter or go to their Facebook page. 

ON THE COVER: Kiwanis Past President Bob Straka regularly checks 
bird feeders at the Avon Outdoor Learning Center. He helped seek 
funding to the feeders so kids can observe them. (Photo provided by 
Jennifer Davies)

TEACHING VISUALLY IMPAIRED 
CHILDREN HOW TO READ
Karen Wilcox answered questions about educating 
students.
Q: How do you teach a child who is visually im-
paired? 

A: Children who are visually impaired are very suc-
cessful when their curricula uses a multi-sensory 
approach, including a variety of experiences and 
instruction that includes skills specific to visual 
impairments (braille, magnification devices, tactile 
materials, technology) and appropriate accommo-
dations are provided.

Q: Are there diverse books for visually impaired 
children?

A: Through a collaboration between the school sys-
tem and the Indiana Educational Resource Center 
(IERC), almost all books available commercially can 
be made into large print, digital or braille versions 
for students who qualify for services due to visual 
impairment.

Q: What resources are there for parents?
A: Visually Impaired Preschool Services (VIPS) are a 
good resource for ages 3-22. You can also contact 
the Indiana School for the Blind and Low Vision (IS-
BVI), which offers a variety of programs.

AVON OUTDOOR 
LEARNING CENTER
Jennifer Davies talked about the programs at the 
Avon facility.
Q: What are the benefits of outdoor learning cen-
ters for kids? 

A: The benefits of outdoor learning experiences for 
students can be intellectual, physical and emotion-
al. There is a growing pool of research that supports 
what many people intrinsically know — it feels 
good to be outdoors. Whole body learning leads to 
deeper levels of understanding and connection to 
curriculum and learning concepts. It also supports 
healthy growth of young children. Stress reduction, 
greater ability to focus and concentrate, plus posi-
tive peer interaction are additional benefits.

Q: What are the benefits of outdoor learning cen-
ters for teachers? 

Teachers are always building on the experiences 
and knowledge of their students. Outdoor learning 
uses all of a student’s senses to create lasting mem-
ories and brain-body connections for teachers to 
relate back to during classroom instruction. An in-
creased enthusiasm for outdoor learning is another 
reason for teachers to take lessons outdoors.

Q: Who is involved when new outdoor learning 
center elements are created? 

A: In developing the elements, we draw upon foun-
dational curriculum standards, educational research 
on student development and our leading philoso-
phy of supporting the growth of the whole child. 
Relying heavily on volunteer sustainability, upkeep 
and materials also play a role, with the local Scout-
ing support being a huge boon to us and our pro-
gramming.

Kiwanis Club of Avon creates  
books for visually impaired, adds 
Outdoor Learning Center bird feeders

Jennifer Davies instructs students in the historical and restored 1840s log 
cabin. (Photo provided by Davies)
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Start a conversation with a doctor today

Do you have health questions or symptoms that have been weighing on your mind? Reach out to 
Tahmina Ahmad, DO, with Ascension Medical Group St. Vincent Plainfield Primary and Specialty 
Care and start a conversation about checkups, screenings, new symptoms or chronic conditions. 
And if you need other care and services, including imaging and lab tests, and 
prescriptions with Ascension Rx or your preferred pharmacy, we’ll connect you. 
Choose from same-day and next-day care, including virtual visits.

Get connected to the right care, close to home

Ascension Medical Group St. Vincent  
Plainfield Primary and Specialty Care
2155 E. Main St., Plainfield, IN 46168
t 866-781-7649

Tahmina Ahmad, DO  |  Family Medicine

Schedule now at ascension.org

Ascension St. Vincent | © Ascension 2022. All rights reserved.

For in-person appointments, we are maintaining strict precautions to keep you safe while in our care.

Avon Community School Corporation is seeking 
proposals for a project to supply network 
equipment at its eligible locations. Bidders are 
advised that this project will be contingent upon the 
school corporation successfully obtaining Category 
2 E-Rate funding. The Request for Proposals may 
be viewed in the public notices section of https://
www.avon-schools.org/services/finance.

Avon Chamber announces new 
times for 17th annual Rib-Fest
The Hendricks County Rib-Fest has become one of 

the largest local traditions drawing people from all over 
Hendricks and the surrounding counties. 

It will take place J10 a.m.-10 p.m. June 25 at the 
Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. 

“To accommodate the growth and popularity of this 
event, we have expanded the hours and altered the lay-
out to make this a fun, family event,” said Tom Downard, 
Avon Chamber executive director. 

In addition to Rib-Fest, the community can partici-
pate in the eighth annual Rib Run festivities with a 5k 
run, followed by the 1/4 Slab Kids Run at 8 a.m. June 25. 

For more information, visit hendrickscountyribfest.
com.

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met Jan. 19. 
Meetings can be viewed on the town’s YouTube 
channel. The council meets at 7 p.m. the first 
and third Wednesdays each month at Danville 
Town Hall, 49 N. Wayne St. The next scheduled 
meeting is Feb. 2. 

Danville council hears growth 
concern, adopts comprehensive plan

WHAT HAPPENED: Steve Somermeyer, 
owner of Somermeyer Farms, spoke during 
public comment. He and his wife Kim own 
a vineyard on 22 acres at 2010 200 N CR 
300 E. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council made appointments for the tree 
advisory committee and citizen advisory board.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council adopted the 2022 
comprehensive plan. Cory Whitesell, director of planning 
for HWC Engineering, presented a summary. HWC managed 
the research, online presence and public interactions for the 
development.

WHAT IT MEANS:  This is their seventh year 
in business. They sell their grapes to a winery 
in Spencer, but their long range plans are 
to open their own winery. This could add to 
agritourism in Danville and Hendricks County. 
They are concerned that planned residential 
town growth will detract from the winery’s 
rural atmosphere and that the location would 
be compromised if 200 N is extended to 
accommodate traffic growth. Somermeyer 
asked the council to keep their business in mind 
with future growth and transportation plans. 

WHAT IT MEANS:  Sarah Wolf, who has been serving and expressed 
interest in continuing, was appointed to the tree advisory committee. 
Gary Hemmelgarn and Steve Menchhofer were also appointed to the 
tree committee. Fred Harris and Jim Phillips were reappointed to the 
citizens advisory board. David Potter was also appointed. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The development of the plan began last winter 
and is the first update since 1998. It began last winter with an online 
workshop and progressed with mapping tools, stakeholder meetings, 
videos and an open house in June. A public hearing happened Dec. 13. 
The plan commission approved it and recommended it to the council. 

Whitesell said the plan has three main components: growth 
management strategies, transportation plans and preserving 
community character. In response to Somermeyer, Whitesell said there 
is no interest or intent in diminishing or taking out any contributing 
business, and that there is room to work with them as growth is 
managed. 
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  
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$2,395.62$2,395.62

Hendricks County Community Foundation 
names Lilly Endowment scholars

Duke Energy, Sagamore Leadership 
serve others on MLK Day

Jordyn Rance and Kathy Morgan with Endeavor 
and Adam Scott, Director of HRH Foundation 
and Community Relations posed for a check 
presentation. (Photo provided by Endeavor 
Communications)

Staff report

Over the last 20 years, Hendricks County 
Community Foundation has awarded 62 Lil-
ly Endowment Community Scholarships to 
students from Hendricks County. The 2022 
Lilly Scholars include Summer Adkins, Avon 
High School; Justine Vandenberg, Danville 
High School and Karlee Waugh, Plainfield 
High School.

This scholarship provides full tuition to 
an accredited public or private nonprofit 
college or university in Indiana and a yearly 
stipend for required books and equipment. 
They were awarded this prestigious scholar-
ship based on significant community ser-
vice, outstanding academic achievement 
and leadership skills. 

Staff report

More than 30 volunteers from Duke En-
ergy and students of Sagamore Leadership 
celebrated the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. at the Mary Lee Maier Food Pantry at 
Avon Intermediate School East. 

Volunteers assembled food boxes for the 

pantry’s weekly food distribution to Avon 
families. The Duke Energy Foundation pro-
vided the food pantry with a $2,500 grant to 
support its work. Indiana Sen. John Crane, 
Avon, founder and CEO of Sagamore Lead-
ership, also worked alongside the group.

Summer Adkins (left), Avon High School; Justine Vandenberg, Danville High School and Karlee Waugh, 
Plainfield High School, are the 2022 Hendricks County Lilly Endowment scholars. (Photo provided by HCCF)

Endeavor Communications donated 
$2,395.62 to Hendricks County Hospital 
Cancer. The funding includes donations 
collected as part of Endeavor’s annual 
Monster Dash Family 5K Walk/Run. They 
also donated to the Putnam County Hos-
pital Cancer Center.

The annual Monster Dash Family 5K 
Walk/Run event is organized and staffed 
by Endeavor Communications employee 
volunteers. This year’s event took place 
Oct. 2 virtually and in person.

Applications open 
for Hendricks Power 
Cooperative summer 

youth programs
Hendricks Power Cooperative has 

opened applications for its annual youth 
programs. Each year the organization 
provides a variety of sponsored pro-
grams to benefit local middle and high 
school students, including Camp Kilo-
watt, a Youth Tour Trip to Washington, 
D.C., and Commitment to Community 
scholarships.

Camp Kilowatt, formerly known as 
Touchstone Energy Camp, will be June 
8-11 at Camp Tecumseh in Brookston, 
Ind. Students entering seventh grade in 
2022 are eligible to attend and are se-
lected by Hendricks Power to participate 
in the all-inclusive three-day program. 
Apply online by visiting CampKilowatt.
org. Applications are due March 1.  

Youth Tour is a weeklong trip June 
16-23 to Washington, D.C. for current 
high school juniors. Electric cooperatives 
throughout Indiana send a delegation of 
approximately 100 students to Washing-
ton, D.C., and convene with more than 
1,800 students from across the country. 
For more information and to apply by 
March 1, visit indianayouthtour.org.

Commitment to Community scholar-
ships are awarded to graduating high 
school seniors throughout the Hendricks 
Power service territory. The six scholar-
ships are valued at $1,500 toward college 
tuition or higher education. Applications 
can be found online at hendrickspower.
com/scholarship-program and are due 
by March 4.

Volunteers assemble food boxes at Mary Lee Maier Food Pantry Jan. 17. (Photo provided by Duke Energy)
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Homes in Hendricks County are selling faster

The residential real estate market in 
Hendricks County continued at a brisk 
pace during December, despite the in-
crease in home sale prices. 

According to F.C. Tucker Company, 
compared to this time last year, the 
average sale price of a home in Dan-
ville increased 40% to $267,579, in 
Avon increased 31.7% to $334,303,  

in Brownsburg increased 28.3% to 
$295,597 and in Plainfield increased 
8.3% to $304,142.

Compared to December 2020, Avon 
homes sold 48% faster, Plainfield 44.7% 
faster and Danville 25% faster. Browns-
burg homes took 80%, or 8 days, longer 
to leave the market compared to this 
time last year.

Danville resident reelected to leadership committee 
Indiana Farm Bureau’s District 5 Wom-

en’s Leadership Committee representa-
tive Margaret Gladden was reelected to 
the American Farm Bureau Federation 
Women’s Leadership Committee board 
for a second term at the 2022 AFBF con-
vention in Atlanta, Ga. 

The program engages women with 
the training and education to become 
advocates for modern agriculture. Glad-
den, a Danville resident, will continue, 
representing Farm Bureau members in 

several Midwestern states, including In-
diana, until Jan. 2024. 

She also serves as District 5 education 
and outreach coordinator for Indiana 
Farm Bureau, where she represents INFB 
members in Boone, Fountain, Hendricks, 
Parke, Putnam, Montgomery, Morgan, 
Vermillion and Warren counties. Gladden 
farms corn and soybeans in Hendricks 
County with her husband Dale.

For more information, visit fb.org/pro-
grams/womens-leadership-program.
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Join Our Team!
Work with us and see a different world

Now hiring for entry level 
and experienced positions 

Up to $21/hour
www.securitasjobs.com

or text Apply to 317-556-6545

EOE/M/F/Vets

SCAN TO 
APPLY NOW
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HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

Kingsway Christian School has educated children at the corner of Dan Jones Road and County Road 
100 N for 45 years. (Photo by Linda Jenks)

By Ken Sebree

With national and state events sur-
rounding curriculum and the pan-
demic, more parents are choosing to 
move their children into private schools. 
However, the popularity of non-pub-
lic schooling is nothing new, and 
many groups have provided excellent 
private schooling for many years.

In Avon, Kingsway Christian School 
was established 45 years ago as a min-
istry of Kingsway Christian Church. It 
was the dream of Jan Caldwell, the wife 
of Kingsway’s first senior pastor, John 
Caldwell, to start a Christian school 
where her children and others could 
receive an excellent Christ-centered 
education.  

The school originally opened in 1977 
with two teachers and 25 students in 
first through fourth grades. Growth has 
been steady through the years, and to-
day Kingsway Christian School has more 
than 50 teachers and staff and about 
500 students in preschool through 
eighth grade. The school also provides 
before and after school supervision.  

The school is located at the intersec-
tion of Dan Jones Road and County 
Road 100 North in Avon in the same 
building as Kingsway Christian Church.

With a student to teacher ratio of ap-
proximately 16:1 and an average class 
size of 20 students, Kingsway provides 

attention to each student that can en-
hance their learning experience. The 
teaching and coaching staff are often 
one of the primary reasons parents 
choose Kingsway for their children’s 
education. 

The school motto is Kingsway Chris-
tian School strives to honor Christ in 
partnership with parents and the Chris-
tian community by educating and mo-
tivating students to excel in future aca-
demic pursuits, to develop a confident 
Christian worldview, and to impact the 
world for Christ. 

Kingsway Christian School is just one 
of several excellent private schools in 
the area.

Now operating separately from the 
church, KCS and Westside Preschool and 
Daycare are partnering to plant a new 
campus at Westside Church of the Naza-
rene just east of the Hendricks-Marion 
County border in Indianapolis. They an-
ticipate a July opening.

Kingsway Christian School has provided 
private education for 45 years

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect and 
resident of Hendricks County for well 
over 40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.4914 Rockville Rd. • 317-381-9787

www.dammanns.com

Wild Delight Bird Feed • Bulk Thistle • Corn • Feeders 
Bird Baths • Suet • Bird Houses • Squirrel Baffles

Your bird feed 
headquarters

Trees • Shrubs • Perennials • Houseplants • Succulents • Straw 
Mulch • Soil • Seeds • Workshops • Propane • Statuary • Pots

Join our Bird Feed Club!
Buy 10 bags of select feed 

and get the 11th free!
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 
Expires 02/28/2021.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 02/28/2021.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

GET BACK WHO YOU 
WERE BEFORE YOUR 
BACK PAIN.
Lighter loads. Shorter distances. Lower impact. Fewer outings. 
Break free of the limits your pain puts on you. With brain and spine 
care from Goodman Campbell, you can get back in the saddle.  

 
Learn more at GoodmanCampbell.com 

COMMUNITY

HISTORY finds
Butter churn

Hendricks County Historical Museum is at 170 S. Washington St., Danville. It is open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays March-December and for groups by appointment. Look for new displays at the 
March reopening. Contact the museum at hendrickscountymuseum.org or (317) 745-6158.

By Deanna Hindsley 
Who doesn’t love but-

ter? In the early days of 
farming and taking care of 
your family, buttering your 
bread was not so easy.

First, you milked the 
cow. Then, the milk was 
left to settle in a cool place 
so the cream would rise to 
the top. Many used a cel-
lar — a small semi-under-
ground building, where 
items could be kept cool 
in the summer. Then the cream could be 
skimmed off and put into the churn.

The churn shown here on the right 
would have been more labor intensive 
to use by plunging the rod up and down 
for about an hour. The butter collected 
at the top, leaving the liquid buttermilk 
underneath.

The one on the left was 
supposedly a little easier to 
use by turning the crank. 
The churning instruc-
tions from the maker of 
the churn, the Easy Wash-
ing Machine Company, 
St. Mary’s, Ohio, said: “The 
modern churn is made 
of clean, well-seasoned 
wood. Before using, rinse 
it well with scalding water 
and let it stand for 10 min-
utes. After churning, clean 

it by scalding. Let the churn dry before 
putting it away. Place it in the shade in the 
summertime and in a warm place in the 
wintertime to keep it from cracking. Oil 
the upper and lower bearings as this will 
prolong the life of the working parts.”

Think of this next time you butter your 
bread.
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

POOLING HER CHOICESNotables
Compiled by Mike Beas

The Avon girls basketball squad scored a 
63-32 victory at Franklin Central behind the 
19 points of senior Jordan Richmond, an-
other 15 from sophomore Amya Bass and 
nine points from both freshman Aniah Smith 
and junior Hailey Guingrich. Senior Alexis 
Mimms led Orioles rebounders with six, while 
Smith finished with five rebounds and six as-
sists. Bass had five assists. Avon lost a 54-58 
decision at Indianapolis Cathedral with the 
Orioles receiving 15 points from senior Tonai 
Moore, Richmond’s 14 and Smith’s 10. Smith 
also had team-best totals in rebounds with 
seven and assists with five.

Chrishon McCray and Daniel Eck each 
scored 11 points for the Avon boys basket-
ball team in a 78-54 home loss to Mt. Vernon. 
McCray had team-bests in rebounds with 
five and assists with six, while junior Keilyn 
Moore made three steals.

The Cascade boys basketball team lost 
at Cloverdale, 65-55, despite senior Gage 
Alexander scoring 14 points and classmate 
Cayden Watson adding 13. Alexander also 
corralled eight rebounds and made three 
steals, while junior forward MaKye Tharp 
added seven boards.

Plainfield boys hoops picked up victories 
against Monrovia and Northview by respec-
tive scores of 90-39 and 59-57. In the win over 
Monrovia, senior Cael Vanderbush led the 
way with 22 points, followed by junior Cooper 
Martin had 15, sophomore Eli Ellis 13 and 11 
from Collin Schmidt, another soph. Schmidt 
led the Quakers in rebounds with six, while 
junior Grant Irwin added nine assists and four 
steals. Against Northview, Vanderbush had 23 
points and five boards with Schmidt lending 
support with 12 points and eight rebounds.

The Plainfield girls basketball scored a 57-
50 triumph at Tri-West as senior Ellie Wilker-
son led the balanced scoring with 13 points. 
Seniors Shannon Olejnik and Audrey Tall-
ent had 12 and 10, respectively, while senior 
Jozee Rhodes snagged a game-high 11 re-
bounds. Sophomore Payton Benge contrib-
uted nine rebounds and two assists.

Cascade swimmer sets positive 
example for those around her

By Mike Beas

Four days a week Emma Ginter uses water to erase the haze of 
a good night’s sleep.

The water in the swimming pool at Cascade High School, to be 
specific. Practice sessions for the Cadets girls and boys teams be-
gin at 6 a.m., end at 7:15 and precede everything Ginter, a senior, 
does the remainder of the day.

It’s this type of dedication that reaches into all aspects of Gint-
er’s world.

As a junior, she placed 13th in both the 200 and 500 freestyle 
at the Plainfield Sectional. Ginter, a four-year varsity performer, 
is aiming for top-eight status this season as the postseason is 
scheduled to begin Feb. 3 with preliminary events at the Terre 
Haute South Sectional.

However, her value to Cascade swimming — and the school as 
a whole, for that matter — can’t be gauged simply by the num-
bers on a stopwatch.

“Emma is a guiding light of our team,” said Cadets swim coach 
Paul Williams. “She’s a devout Christian young lady who is active 
in her church and active with kids. She has such a good disposi-
tion on life, and that is really her value.

“Nobody works harder. Nobody tries harder. She’s just such a 
good young lady and role model.”

Ginter, an outstanding student as evidenced by a 4.2 grade 
point average, did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: What races do you swim, and why do you swim those 
events?

A: I typically swim the 200 and 500 freestyle, and I usually go 
back and forth between the 200 free relay and 400 free relay. 
In middle school, I actually swam the butterfly, but one of 
the girls on my team had a concussion, and I swam the 400 
freestyle. I was pretty good at it, so I kind of continued on after 
that.

Q: Given the difficulty of competitive swimming, including 
the early-morning practices, why is that the sport that most 
appeals to you?

A: I’ve been swimming since I was five or six. I kind of fell in 
love with it. I love the water, but it is a difficult sport, and I like 
to challenge myself. It takes a lot of persistence and hard work, 
knowing you have to do your best at all times.

Our orthopedic and sports medicine specialist, 
Dr. Emily Cha, is currently accepting new patients. 
Call 317.944.9400 to schedule an appointment today.

Q: What are your plans after graduating from Cascade High 
School?

A: I’m not sure where I want to go to school yet. I want to go 
study veterinary medicine, so I’ve looked into Purdue, the 
University of Indianapolis and Cedarville University in Ohio. 
I’ve always loved animals since I was little. I intern at the 
Danville Veterinary Hospital, so I can see what it’s like on a day-
to-day basis. It’s definitely got me more intrigued to do it.

Cascade senior swimmer Emma Ginter shines a light for her teammates 
in and out of the pool with her performance and attitude. (Photo by Dave 
Gansert)
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Call 317.962.0500 to book your consult today.

RITA FLORITINO
Making her time meaningful 
for those in final moments
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By Kelly Williams

Rita Florentino grew up immersed in the San 
Francisco Bay area of sunny California in a family giv-
en to hospitality. The second of eight children, she 
acknowledges with a glimmer in her eye that her child-
hood home was the neighborhood gathering place.

“With all those kids, where else would everyone go? 
With so many of us, our home was the neighborhood 
hangout. It was loud and messy and fun all at the same 
time.”

Despite having lived in the Bay area her whole life, 
familiar with the sights, sounds and smells of the hippie 
era, she knew there had to be more than just the big 
bell-bottomed pants, and what she describes as “hair 
out to here,” her hands spread wide on either side of 

her ears and a simple grin of recollection on her face.
“We were all blessed with thick, curly hair that fit right 

into the hippie vibe.”
Moving out of the family home immediately after high 

school, she admits that it was a pretty counter-cultural 
thing to do in 1966.  

“I wanted my own place that I could decorate the 
way I wanted, ever the interior designer, even at 18! 
I lived two blocks off Height/Asbury and enjoyed the 
great music scene of the day…Grateful Dead, Jefferson 
Airplane and Big Brother and the Holding Company.  
They often jammed in the Golden Gate Park, for free, 
most weekends.”

When not enjoying the sounds of the ‘60’s, Rita 
worked a bank job for nearly seven years, remaining 
employed just long enough to claim her fully vested 

Continued on Page 3

profit-sharing so she could participate in the thing of the 
day—travelling Europe. 

“I ended up staying about a year visiting different 
countries with my home base being London, working 
in a pub before spending six months in Majorca learn-
ing how to speak and write Spanish, but what I really 
learned was how to stop and smell the roses.”

It wasn’t long after that she returned to San Francisco 
with her interest in interior design and architecture in 
tow and headed straight into a real estate career selling 
to what she defines as a yuppie population.  

“They were a group of up-and-comers who lived for 
the moment and partied hard.  Not a partaker of the 
hippie drug culture, I succumbed to the cocaine craze 
that ultimately led me to Jesus!”

 Seated in the large family room that a team of 
Plainfield volunteers added on in 2013 to the home 
known as The Gathering Together, Rita admits that she 
could have and should have died more than a few times, 
but credits God with having His hand on her life.

“My sister had already found Jesus and invited me 
to a “Power for Abundant Living” class. I skimmed over 
the power and abundant parts and went straight for the 
LIVING part, knowing I was killing myself with no way 
out. I was miraculously set free and praise God that I 
never looked back!”

Rita’s deliverance led her to Bible College which 
opened doors to do missionary and outreach in Florida, 
Washington D.C., St. Thomas and various mid-western 
states, until ultimately Indiana. In the midst of all of it, 
she found time to attend nursing school, become an 
RN, quickly discovering hospice care was her passion 
from the onset. 

That passion fueled the beginning of The Gathering 
Together with its soft color schemes and unique art 
pieces that grace the home, reflecting the essence of 
who Rita is. Whether its gifts from the families she has 
served or photos of places she’s been, their display 
speaks to the story of Rita’s life. However, her attention 
to detail is most visible in the way she cares for the fami-
lies whom she has come to know through the end-of-life 
ministry she provides. 

Rita’s value for not only caring for her patients but 
also for helping families celebrate the lives their loved 
ones have lived reveals that her compassion and care is 
not given just to the dying but is also readily felt by the 
surviving families. 

“Growing up our home was all about hospitality and 
how people felt, which was probably more my dad than 
my mom. I remember each one of us took a holiday ev-
ery year, and it was our job to do all the planning around 
that holiday. I always took Father’s Day, and for months 
I would plan the menu, the decorations, and what the 
table would look like. I loved everything paying atten-
tion to detail.” 

Now she does it consistently, but on a much larger 
scale. Instead of planning events or creating atmo-
sphere for just one holiday a year, she prepares, orders, 
cooks and cares for multiple patients and their families 

RITA FLORITINO
Making her time meaningful 
for those in final moments
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anywhere from 25 to 40 times a year. 
“So much of what I know to do I 

learned in my younger years. It’s all 
stored in my brain and emerges as situ-
ations dictate. It’s like muscle memory of 
the brain.”

The Gathering Together is more than 
just a home for those in need of end-of-
life care, it’s a place where the essence 
of who Rita is and her purpose in life 
can come alive. From the quilting to the 
painting to the beadwork as well as her 
renowned pepper jelly that she sells to 
help support the efforts of the ministry, it 
all energizes her and keeps her busy.  

“This place brings me great joy but 
can also rob me of my free time. I have 
such amazing volunteers who help me 
carry the load, but I’m still learning 
balance. Delegation is coming more 
easily as I age, and they assume more 
responsibility.”

The once little red house that sits on 
Center Street, now a soft yellow, remains 
a beacon of hope for countless families. 
The Gathering Together is a proud re-
cipient of ICON recognition, Hendricks 
County Chamber of Commerce and 
IBJ awards, and even a national Home 

Shelter Award.  Through it all Rita 
remains blessed that God put her in 
Plainfield.  

“I’ve made lovely, lovely friends and 
have amazing community-wide relation-
ships. I can’t ever see a time when I won’t 
be a part of this place. I wouldn’t know 
what to do with myself.”

Experts in Memory Care
At Brownsburg Meadows Assisted Living, 
we have the utmost respect for those with 
dementia and we understand its impact on 
those who live with it.  
 
We have two Memory Care Neighborhoods, 
female only and co-ed, both provide 
person-centered, wellness based care in 
our neighborhoods designed for those in 
the earlier stages of memory loss.
 
SAVE UP TO $1200 when you sign your lease 
by 4/30/2022.* Restrictions apply, contact our 
Senior Lifestyle Specialist for details. ASCCare.com

SLA Audiology is 
an independently 

and locally  
owned private 

practice hearing 
healthcare clinic in  

Brownsburg.

480 East Northfield Drive, Suite 600 
Brownsburg, IN 46112

(317) 932-0099 • SLAaudiology.com

Dr. Shannon L. Austin, 
Au.D., CCC-A

COMPREHENSIVE HEARING HEALTHCARE
• Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations for Adults & Pediatrics 
• Communication Needs Assessments 
• Earwax Management 
• Hearing Aid Fittings, Repairs, and Programming of most brands 
• Custom Hearing Protection 
• Occupational Hearing Screenings 
• Accepting Many Major Insurances

You can schedule an appointment by calling  
317-932-0099 or at our website at SLAaudiology.com

Hearing loss can lead to frustration and isolation and you need 
a trusted advisor in your journey to better hearing. With 19 
years of experience, SLA Audiology is changing the expectation 
of what hearing healthcare should be. We create a unique and 
personalized experience through individualized care plans that 
are priced transparently. Extended and virtual office hours are 
available in our convenient location Monday thru Friday. We care 
for the whole patient with the highest standard of care. Resolve 
to hear better and live better in 2022 with SLA Audiology!

(Submitted photo)
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COVID-19 CAN AFFECT  
HEART HEALTH

Expert: Dr. Michael S. Byers, Cardiologist at IU Health 
West Hospital 

F
ebruary is 
American heart 
month, a time 
for people 
to focus on 
their heart 

health. With the COVID-19 
pandemic, this is more 
important than ever. If you 
have an underlying heart 
issue, it can be especially 
serious. 

How can COVID-19 affect heart health or people 
with pre-existing heart conditions?

Cardiac manifestations of COVID-19 are common 
and can include new cardiac injury related to 
the infection itself and exacerbation of pre-
existing heart disease. It is now established 
that COVID-19 infection can increase the risk of 
blood clot formation, leading to an increased 
risk of venous blood clots in the legs and lungs 
as well as an increase in the risk of heart attack 
and stroke. Injury to the heart can occur as the 
result of stress brought on by low oxygen levels, 
low blood pressure, and systemic inflammation 
as well direct viral infection and inflammation of 
the heart (myocarditis). Infection with COVID-19 
can precipitate heart rhythm disturbances such 
as atrial fibrillation and lead to worsening of 
congestive heart failure in people with underlying 
heart disease. 

What do people with diabetes need to know about 
COVID-19?

Diabetics are at increased risk for severe 
COVID-19 illness, with a greater risk for 
hospitalization, need for ICU care including 
mechanical ventilation, prolonged illness 
and death. COVID-19 infection can lead to 
uncontrolled elevation of blood glucose levels and 
metabolic complications such as ketoacidosis. 

Are there extra safety measures people with heart 
conditions can take to protect themselves during 
the pandemic?

By far, the single best measure that anyone with 
heart disease can undertake to protect themself 
is vaccination, including a ‘booster’ dose. Beyond 
this, wearing masks in indoor public settings, 
avoiding crowded indoor gatherings when 
possible and washing hands frequently can help. 

What do those with heart conditions need to know 
if they are diagnosed with COVID-19?

Those who are at increased risk for severe illness, 
which includes many people with underlying heart 
disease, are candidates for certain treatments 
if the infection is diagnosed quickly. These 
treatments, such as infusions of monoclonal 
antibodies and newly authorized oral anti-viral 
pills, must be given within a short period after the 
onset of symptoms, so early testing and diagnosis 
are imperative. Once someone tests positive for 
COVID-19, they should contact their physician for 
guidance on such treatments and should monitor 
for worsening symptoms, such as chest pain 
and difficulty breathing. Those who can monitor 
oxygen levels at home with pulse oximeters 
should do so and seek care if oxygen levels are 
dropping below 90%. 

What message would you give to patients about 
the importance of seeking urgent care when 
needed, especially in emergent situations like 
heart attacks?

Unfortunately, many patients delayed or deferred 
care early in the pandemic due to fears about 

acquiring COVID-19 in healthcare settings. In 
some cases, this led to more severe illness and 
avoidable complications. I would urge anyone 
who needs medical care for any reason to seek 
this care in a timely fashion. We have protocols 
in place to keep all of us, patients and providers 
alike, safe. 

How has the pandemic impacted you and your 
patients?

The pandemic has caused considerable suffering 
and disruption for my patients, most obviously for 
those who have had prolonged hospitalization, 
suffered from prolonged symptoms and slow 
recovery thereafter, or succumbed to the disease. 
Less obvious is the disruption some have faced 
as the result of elective surgeries and procedures 
being delayed when we are forced to re-allocate 
resources to caring for surges of hospitalized 
COVID-19 patients. I think the pandemic has taken 
a huge mental toll on all of us, with worry about 
our own safety and the safety of loved ones and 
frustration over not being able to enjoy all the 
activities we would like to enjoy. 

Is there anything else you would like to add?
I would like to express my gratitude and admiration 
for colleagues who are truly in the frontline 
trenches of this pandemic—our emergency room 
doctors, critical care doctors, hospitalists, nurses 
throughout the hospital, and respiratory therapists 
have all worked long hours and extra shifts caring 
for extraordinarily ill patients. They are worn out 
and need our help. I urge everyone to do what they 
can to help end this pandemic. 



Get convenient  
access to 
Indiana’s top 
cardiologists.
If you’ve been told you’re at risk for heart 
disease, don’t wait to see the highly skilled 
heart experts at Indiana University Health 
West Hospital in Avon. From everyday heart 
care to the most complex procedures, 
we offer leading-edge medicine that’s 
personalized for you, so you can take 
control of your health.

Call 317.962.0500
to book your consult today.

“ Besides my love of fi shing,
I’ve inherited heart disease 
 from my father and grandfather. 
How do I keep it under control?”

©2022 IUHealth
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By DJ Florence, Florence Wealth

I’ll be honest, I’m not a big fan of the 
winter 
months. It’s 
the season 
for bitter cold 
tempera-
tures, snow, 
and taxes, so 

we’re batting 0 for 3 here. 
However, a new year brings 
a fresh start, setting goals, and reassessing 
what you want to get out of the next 12 
months. Financially speaking, here are a 
few simple things you can do now.

1. Write down 2 items you want to 
improve this year in your financial 
life, and 2 items that didn’t work out 
so well last year, or even in the past 
couple years and then act upon this 
call to action.

2. Reevaluate your investment risk 
and make sure it aligns with your 
overall retirement plan. It’s no secret 
the Federal Reserve is looking to 
increase interest rates this year. It 
is almost a necessity given current 

By Cory Hull, Glasswater Creek

Older adults who need some help 
to maintain their independence may 

be able to benefit from a 
program in Indiana that 
provides an alternative to a 
nursing home or struggling 
alone at home. The pro-
gram benefits low-income 
older adults who are on or 

would qualify for Medicaid.
Through the Medicaid-waiver program 

for assisted living, older adults are able 
to enjoy a residential lifestyle while re-
ceiving the personal assistance, help with 
medications and support services they 
need to maintain their independence.

Affordable assisted living communities 
that primarily or exclusively serve low-in-
come older adults are located throughout 
the state, including the Indianapolis area.

Residents can live in a private apart-
ment that features a kitchenette; spa-
cious bathroom with shower and grab 
bars; and emergency call system. They 

Time for a reset Program provides older adults with 
alternative to nursing home care
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FLORENCE

10480 Glasswater Lane - indianapolis, IN 46231

317-839-5808 - www.glasswatercreek-plainfield.com

AFFORDABLE ASSISTED LIVING
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inflation, and generally the stock 
market will react adversely. Make 
sure your living expenses are cov-
ered by guaranteed assets.

3. Review your beneficiary designa-
tions on your investments, and 
make sure they are up to date.

4. Do what you can to reduce your tax 
liability. Taxes are probably headed 
up from here. Converting some of 
your taxable retirement accounts to 
Roth IRAs could make a lot of sense.

5. Be generous. Do your given’ while 
you’re livin.’ It’s nice to give to the 
grandkids and see them appreciate 
it, or to church or local charity.

D Florence Investments LLC offers securities offered through 
Kalos Capital, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC and Investment 
Advisory Services offered by Kalos Management, Inc.  Both 
located at 11525 Park Woods Circle, Alpharetta, GA 30005. 
D Florence Investments LLC and Florence Wealth LLC are 
not an affiliate of Kalos Capital, Inc. or Kalos Management, 
Inc. Insurance Services offered by Florence Wealth LLC. D 
Florence Investments LLC and Florence Wealth LLC are affiliate 
entities. This material is educational in nature and should not 
be deemed as a solicitation of any specific product or service. 
All investments involve risk and a potential loss of principal. 
Kalos Capital nor Kalos Management offer tax and legal 
advice. Please consult with a tax advisor or attorney for advice 
regarding the impact on your portfolio. Kalos Capital, Inc. 
does not provide tax or legal advice.  The opinions and views 
expressed here are for informational purposes only.  Please 
consult with your tax and/or legal advisor for such guidance.

can furnish and decorate the apartment 
to their taste.

Staff is on-duty 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week to provide residents with 
the assistance. The focus is on providing 
residents with the love, compassion, and 
dignity they deserve in addition to the 
help they need.

Three meals a day plus snacks, house-
keeping and laundry services are includ-
ed. Meals are served restaurant-style in 
the community’s Dining Room.

Other community areas include an 
Activity Room, Beauty/Barber Salon; 
Convenience Store; Exercise Room; 
Game Room; Library/Computer Room; 
Theatre Room; and outdoor patio and 
walking area.

Residents also can benefit from social-
izing with neighbors as well as with family 
and friends and from the opportunities 
that are available to participate in social, 
recreational, educational, and wellness 
activities and programs.

For more information, call 
317-839-5808.
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Therapy on Wheels, Inc.
317-332-9861   |   317-893-4453  (FAX)

therapyonwheelsinc.com

It can be difficult for a lot of our patients to travel. 
Our OCCUPATIONAL/PHYSICAL THERAPISTS  

help the patient focus their energy on  
healing and not worrying about making travel  

arrangements to an outpatient clinic.

Outpatient Therapy at Your Doorstep.
Call us today 317-332-9861!

NEED OCCUPATIONAL/ NEED OCCUPATIONAL/ 
PHYSICAL THERAPY? PHYSICAL THERAPY? 
Rain or Shine, We’re on Our Way!Rain or Shine, We’re on Our Way!

By Linda P. Barnes, OTR 
Owner/President

A simple thing can change the path of 
your life — tripping over a loose rug, slip-

ping on a wet floor or falling 
down the stairs. Falls often 
cause serious injuries such 
as hip fractures and head 
injuries. For older people, a 
fall can lead to more serious 
problems, such as hospital-

ization, severe depression and prolonged 
disability. Falls are the most common 
cause of injuries among the older popu-
lation. Nearly 35 percent of people ages 
65 years and older fall each year and this 
percentage increases to 42 percent for 
those over 70 years of age. During my 
30-plus years as an occupational thera-
pist, I estimate upwards of 40 percent of 
people who fall experience fear of falling, 
which leads to further limiting of activity 
and lower quality of life.

Many older adults fear falling
The fear of falling becomes more com-

mon as people age, even among those 
who haven’t fallen. Many times, it leads 
seniors to avoid activities they enjoy such 
as walking, shopping, visiting relatives or 
taking part in social activities.

There are several personal risk factors 
to falling, including muscle weakness, 
problems with balance and gait, postural 
low blood pressure, foot problems and 
unsafe footwear, side effects of medica-
tions, dehydration, anemia, sedentary 
lifestyle, cognitive impairment, visual 
changes and fear of falling. External 
causes include, but are not limited to 
poor lighting, cluttered walkways, pets, 
throw rugs, uneven sidewalks and ab-
sence of handrails.

Fall prevention:  
Simple tips to prevent falls

Prevention is the key to decreasing 
falls in the elderly. The most effective 
ways to prevent falls include reviewing  
medication needs with your doctor, bal-
ance/strengthening excercises, staying 
active, assistive devices and proper safety 
equipment. Occupational and physical 
therapists can play a very important role 
in the prevention of falls. Therapists 
assess the home environment and 
suggest ways to fall-proof your home. 
Occupational and physical therapists are 
experts in trying to break the cycle of 
inactivity and sedentary lifestyles through 
balance/strengthening, equipment, 
caregiver training, changing activity pat-
terns and behaviors. Most importantly, 
occupational and physical therapists 
build up confidence in the elderly to 
limit immobility so they can achieve a 
more functional independent lifestyle. 
Addressing the fear of falling can signifi-
cantly reduce the number of falls which 
will lead to fewer injuries, fewer trips to 
the emergency room and a healthier and 
more balanced life.

Therapy on Wheels is one of the few 
companies that has both occupational 
and physical therapists who specialize 
in prevention of falls in the home. All 
one-on-one therapy is provided in the 
comfort of your own home with no home-
bound restrictions. Therapy On Wheels 
accepts most insurance plans, including 
Medicare.

Therapy On Wheels can help you 
with fall preventation strategy solutions. 
Contact our office to set up an appoint-
ment at (317) 332-9861 or visit our web-
site at therapyonwheelsinc.com.

Balance and strengthening exercises can help prevent falls.  (Submitted photos)

Facts about falling you need to know
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Are you struggling knowing 
when hospice care is appropriate 

for your loved one?

HC
SPONSORED

By Tracy Harvey, Paradigm Health 

Hospice: A proactive choice. 
Many times, families are struggling with 

the answer to the question: 
When is the appropriate time 
for hospice care? But, a re-
view of eligibility of care often 
has some very identifiable 
parameters around them that 

let you know that your loved one qualifies 
for hospice care. These parameters can 
be helpful and supportive indicators and 
decision-making tools.  

In addition to these eligibility of care 
parameters, you might be asking yourself 
some other day-to-day care questions 
such as: 

Is the person I have been caring for 
over these last few months had minor or 
major declines? 

Are they getting weaker and not 
stronger? 

Have they had a number of 
hospitalizations? 

Are they adding more medications to 
combat a specific disease or to relieve 
growing symptoms? 

If the answer to many of these ques-
tions indicates that a patient is declining 
versus recovering, this presents a really 
good level-set point for people trying to 
determine next-step caregiving strategies. 
If the patient has reached a point where 
they are not getting better or stronger 
and seem weaker — you may want to con-
sider what kind of care is available for help 
and support.  

Some families are waiting for a physi-
cian to indicate that it is time for a loved 
one to go on hospice care. But this 
is not a requirement. Being proactive 
can offer less stress and relieve anxiety. 
Families don’t need to wait for a physi-
cian to conduct a hospice care evalua-
tion. They can ask the patient’s physician 
to order an evaluation or Paradigm Health 
can request that one be done for the 
family as well.   

Hospice is a covered benefit you are 
entitled to. 

At Paradigm Health, we have many pa-
tients who are on hospice care for several 
months. Medicare, and often private insur-
ance, covers the majority if not the total 

cost of hospice care. Once hospice care is 
approved, if the family is carrying the bur-
den of incontinence and medical supplies 
and medications, Paradigm Health can 
carry that burden for you at 100 percent 
coverage through the Medicare hospice 
benefit.  

By putting hospice care in place, your 
loved one can avoid hospital or rehab 
stays and trips to the doctor if they are 
on a declining trajectory. Making this 
transition to hospice care and support 
can make it so much more peaceful and 
comfortable for the patient and for you as 
a caregiver and allow for you to focus on 
time spent with your loved one.  Paradigm 
Health can provide hospice care wherever 
your patient calls home. It may be in your 
home, in a long-term or skilled-care facility 
or nursing home. 

In response to the ease in which COVID 
is spread, we have put in place above-
and-beyond safety precautions and have 
the PPE necessary to provide care safely. 
Our staff is educated and trained on our 
strict safety precaution procedures and 
has you and your patient’s health as a 
priority. We are prepared to safely come 
in to wherever you call home and provide 
hospice care when needed. Paradigm 
Health wants to make sure no one goes 
without care.  

By having trained hospice care during 
the hospice journey, this allows for loved 
ones, friends and family to enjoy the pre-
cious time with a loved one. If you aren’t 
sure if the time is right for hospice care, 
call us at 317-735-6001. We can help you 
and your loved one navigate the hospice 
journey.  

729 N. Green St., Suite D 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
MyParadigmHealth.com 
317-735-6001

Tracy Harvey 
Clinical Liason 
Patient Care Navigator
CELL:  317-730-4126 
EMAIL:  tracy@plchealth.com

HOME HEALTH, HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE
FIRST NATIONALLY ACCREDITED PALLIATIVE PROGRAM

A NEW STANDARD OF QUALITY CARE IS BEING OFFERED IN HENDRICKS COUNTY
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By Peg McRoy Glover

Muralist Lisa Sears brought experience and en-
thusiasm to the mural she was commissioned to 
create for the new Brownsburg Kroger. 

The 8-by-24 foot piece called Brownsburg 
Bokeh is acrylic on canvas with four adjacent pan-
els hanging on the grocery store’s entrance wall 
above the cart corral. She painted each panel in 
her home studio then mounted them on wooden 
frames called stretcher bars to hang them in the 
store. 

It features some of Brownsburg’s prominent 
landmarks including The Arbuckle, Brownsburg 
High School, the town’s old Carnegie library and 
current public library, Blast Off Playground at Wil-
liams Park and Lucas Oil Indianapolis Raceway 
Park. 

An Indianapolis resident formerly from Browns-
burg, Sears found this opportunity through the 
Arts Council of Indianapolis. She had applied for 
other Kroger murals, but the Brownsburg connec-
tions piqued her interest even more. 

“I was super excited because I used to live in 
Brownsburg, my parents live in Brownsburg and I 
am in Brownsburg almost every weekend visiting 
my parents,” said Sears.  

She was one of five finalists who presented a 
mural design to a final selection committee.  

“The team (committee) was made up of Kroger 
art program staff, Brownsburg stakeholders and 
two local artists,” said Julia Muney Moore, Arts 
Council of Indianapolis director of public art. “They 
selected Lisa because of her painting skill, her aes-
thetic, her experience, the quality of the proposed 

mural design and her Brownsburg connection.”  
In addition to acrylic on canvas, Sears creates 

with oil paint, watercolor, hot wax painting called 
encaustic, printmaking, woodcut, collage, dark-
room and digital photography.

Sears, who is a 2011 Herron School of Art and 
Design graduate with an education degree, 
teaches art at Greenfield-Central High School. She 
favors a technique called bokeh in her photogra-
phy, and she pulled it into her Brownsburg mural 
design. 

“Bokeh is basically when you have a camera set-
ting so that you have one thing in focus and the 
other things become blurry,” said Sears. “When 
the lights in a background become blurry, they 
become overlapping circles of light. Most of my 
images have overlapping, so I brought that into 
the mural with overlapping circles. The circles also 
represent the circular support within the commu-
nity.” 

Shoppers can see the mural through glass win-
dows from the store’s parking lot. Before the store 
opened, her parents, who live around the corner, 
parked and took in the mural from the lot. 

“The finished mural beautifully presents a mon-
tage of key locations in Brownsburg, providing a 
sense of place for customers of the Brownsburg 
Kroger store and showcasing Lisa’s personal style,” 
said Muney Moore. “Lisa’s treatment of light reflec-
tions using colored circles gives the mural extra 
power and makes it truly hers.”

To learn more about Sears and see her exten-
sive list of work visit lisasearsart.com.

New mural welcomes shoppers to Brownsburg Kroger

ICONICarts

Lisa Sears’ mural Brownsburg Bokeh features some of Brownsburg’s prominent landmarks. (Photos provided by Lisa Sears)

Muralist Lisa Sears was commissioned to create a mural in the entrance of the new 
Brownsburg Kroger. 
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AVON

Peggy Ann Laswell Allen
Peggy Ann Laswell Allen, 87, passed away Jan. 13, 
2022. She was born Sept. 26, 1934. Services were 
held Jan. 17 at Jones Family Mortuary, Mooresville.  
Contributions may be made to Highland United 
Methodist Church, Waynesburg, KY.

William Campbell Adams
William Campbell Adams, 91, passed away Jan. 
8, 2022. He was born Jan. 16, 1930. Services were 
held Jan. 14 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Larry Joe Battershell
Larry Joe Battershell, 71, passed away Jan. 8, 2022. 
He was born Aug. 15, 1950. Services will be held 
at a later date. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with arrangements.

Pearl E. Donnelly
Pearl E. Donnelly, 101, Avon, passed away Jan. 17, 
2022. She was born Sept. 16, 1920. Services were 
held Jan. 21 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 
Contributions may be made to indyhonorflight.org.

William “Bill” R. Godsey
William “Bill” R. Godsey, 74, passed away Jan. 14, 
2022. He was born July 26, 1947. No services 
are planned. Conkle Funeral Homes, Avon, was 
entrusted with local arrangements.

Terry L. “T” Holden
Terry L. “T” Holden, 69, passed away Jan. 20, 
2022. He was born June 17, 1952. Services will 
be held at a later date. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements. 

Marcia Lynn Polk
Marcia Lynn Polk, 82, passed away Jan. 7, 2022. 
She was born Dec. 19, 1939. Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon, was entrusted with arrangements.

Patty M. Ruhl
Patty M. Ruhl, 83, passed away Jan. 14, 2022. She 
was born Sept. 30, 1938. Services were held Jan. 
19 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Larry J. Smith
Larry J. Smith, 82, passed away Jan. 11, 2022. 
He was born March 25, 1939. Services were 
held Jan. 14 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Contributions may be made to Gideons 
International or Wounded Warrior Project. 

BROWNSBURG

Wallace L. Abbott
Wallace L. Abbott, 88, Brownsburg, passed away 
Jan. 22, 2022. He was born Dec. 7 1933. Visitation 
will be Jan. 28 from 12-1pm at Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg with a service at 1pm.

Judith Anne Anderson
Judith Anne Anderson, 90, passed away Jan. 16, 
2022. She was born Aug. 13, 1931. Services will 
be held at 11:30 a.m. Jan. 28 at Lincoln Memory 
Gardens Cemetery, Whitestown. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made to the 
Hendricks County Humane Society.

Florence E. Birkey
Florence E. Birkey, 85, passed away Jan. 21, 2022. 
She was born Dec. 17, 1936. A private service will 
be held. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Jennifer Chelf
Jennifer Chelf, passed away Jan. 14, 2022.  No 
services were scheduled. Eric M.D. Bell Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, Pittsboro, was 
entrusted with local arrangements. 

Frank B. Collier
Frank B. Collier, 86, Brownsburg, passed away Jan. 
14, 2022. He was born Aug. 31, 1935. Services 
were held Jan. 25 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, 
Brownsburg. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Barbara J. Compton
Barbara J. Compton, 79, passed away Jan. 17, 
2022. She was born April 7, 1942. Services were 
held Jan. 25 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 

Alfred Daupert
Alfred Daupert, 92, passed away Jan. 10, 2022. He 
was born Oct. 31, 1929. Services were held Jan. 13 
at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 

Beth Ann Doddridge
Beth Ann Doddridge, 77, passed away Jan. 13, 
2022. She was born May 30, 1944. Services were 
held Jan. 24. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.  Contributions 
may be made to USTA Matt Dziadosz Scholarship. 

Charles E. Gaffney
Charles E. Gaffney, 86, passed away Jan. 21, 2022. 
He was born Jan. 7, 1936. Visitation will be from 
10 - 11am Feb. 5 at Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Brownsburg with a service to follow at 
11am. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Gloria Rutherford Partlow
Gloria Rutherford Partlow, passed away Jan. 20, 
2022. Services were held Jan. 26 at Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg. Contributions may be 
made to Franciscan Hospice House, Indianapolis. 

Judith A. Perry
Judith A. Perry, 75, passed away Jan. 13, 2021. 
She was born Dec. 15, 1946. Services were held 
Jan. 18. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Lisa Ellen Rader
Lisa Ellen Rader, 56, of Brownsburg, passed away 
on Saturday, Jan. 8, 2022, at St. Francis Hospital 
in Indianapolis. She was born on Feb. 14, 1965, 
in Bloomington; the daughter of Edward L. and 
Dorothy (Headley) Stansfier Rader. Lisa graduated 
from Anderson University with a bachelor of 
arts degree. Her career began with G.E. Supply 
(now GexPro), where she worked for 20 years. 
Lisa continued her career at Beckman Coulter 
for 13 years before working most recently as 
inside sales consultant with Rexel. Lisa was a 
member of Plainfield Christian Church, Bible 
Study Fellowship – International and volunteered 
with American Heritage Girls. She was an avid 
photographer, often volunteering for many 
organizations and capturing big and small 
moments for friends and family. Lisa enjoyed 
traveling, visiting national parks, animals and 
being outside in nature. She participated multiple 
times in the Hilly Hundred, along with other 
cycling events and many walking marathons. 
Lisa’s most treasured moments were spent being 
a devoted daughter to her parents, an aunt to 
her nieces and nephews and a friend to many.  
Lisa is survived by her father, Ed Rader; siblings, 

Larry Stansifer and Jay (Linda) Rader; nieces and 
nephews, Chad Miller, TJ (Sarah) Stansifer, Ashley 
Rader (Patrick Sell) and Ryan Rader (Brittney); 
great-niece, Leyla Miller; great-nephews, Dustyn 
and Dakoda Ogle; and best friend and family, 
Karen and Dan Newlon, and their children 
Kaitlyn, Krysten and Joshua. She was preceded in 
death by her sister, Connie Stansifer and mother, 
Dorothy Stansifer Rader. Visitation was held 2-5 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 21, 2022 at Plainfield Christian 
Church, Fellowship Hall, 800 Dan Jones Road, 
Plainfield. Visitation was held from 1-2 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 22, 2022 at Allen Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 4155 S. Old Indiana 37, Bloomington, 
with a funeral service to follow at 2 p.m. Burial will 
follow at Clear Creek Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions may be made in Lisa’s 
memory to Bible Study Fellowship-International. 
BSF Global Impact Corp., 19001 Huebner Road, 
San Antonio, TX 78258. Online condolences, 
photos and memories may be shared with family 
and friends at allencares.com.

CLAYTON

Barbara Jean Chambers
Barbara Jean Chambers, 78, passed away Jan. 16, 
2022. She was born Feb. 15, 1943. Services were 
held Jan. 21 at Bousley Funeral Home, Coatesville. 

DANVILLE

Samuel Vincenzo “Sam” 
Arnone

Samuel Vincenzo “Sam” Arnone, 19, passed away 
Jan. 17, 2022. He was born April 26, 2002. Services 
were held Jan. 22 at Danville Christian Church. 
Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, Danville, was 
entrusted with arrangements. Contributions may 
be made to Mental Health America of Hendricks 
County.

James Richard Boyden
James Richard Boyden, 77, passed away Jan. 
13, 2022. He was born Nov. 15, 1944. Services 
were held Jan. 20, 2022 at Baker Funeral Home, 
Danville. Donations may be made to the 
American Diabetes Association. 

Ellen Gale Davis
Ellen Gale Davis, 67, passed away Jan. 17, 2022. 
She was born Feb. 12, 1954. Services were 
held Jan. 21 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville. 
Contributions may be made to the Hendricks 
County Humane Society.

William (Bill) LeRoy Flaherty
William (Bill) LeRoy Flaherty, 60, passed away Jan. 
8, 2022. He was born April 26, 1961. Services were 
held Jan. 13 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

FISHERS

Steven Ronald Prchal
Steven Ronald Prchal, 44, passed away Jan. 
14, 2022. Services will be held in the spring. 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted 
with arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to his son’s college fund.

INDIANAPOLIS

Leons V. Liepa
Leons V. Liepa, 90, passed away Jan. 7, 2022. He 
was born Dec. 9, 1931. Services were held Jan. 
13 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, Brownsburg. 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted 
with arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to St. Meinrad or Joy’s House

Donald L. Ritchie, Sr.
Donald L. Ritchie, Sr., 91, passed away Jan. 7, 
2022. He was born June 29, 1930. Services were 
held Jan. 12. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements. Contributions 
may be made to Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter 28, Kokomo.

JAMESTOWN

Leslie Howard Ebaugh
Leslie Howard Ebaugh, 86, passed away Jan. 
13, 2022. He was born March 17, 1935. Services 
were held Jan. 20 at Porter and Hunt Funeral 
Home & Crematory, Jamestown. Contributions 
may be made to Walnut Township Community 
Organization, New Ross.

MOORESVILLE

Woodie G. Winter
Woodie G. Winter, 84, passed away Jan. 10, 2022. 
He was born April 26, 1937. Services were held 
Jan. 14 at Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service & 
Crematory, Mooresville. 

NORTH SALEM

David Lee Hayes
David Lee Hayes, 65, passed away Jan. 8, 2022. He 
was born March 27, 1956. Services with military 
rites were held Jan. 15. Porter and Hunt Funeral 
Home & Crematory, North Salem, was entrusted 
with arrangements. Contributions may be 
made to the David Hayes Memorial for Lillie, c/o 
Teachers Credit Union in Greencastle.

PITTSBORO

Larry Canada
Larry Canada, 73, passed away Jan. 5, 2022. He 
was born Feb. 10, 1948. Services will be planned 
for a later date. Contributions may be made to Phi 
Beta Psi sorority (cancer research), Pittsboro or 
Bainbridge Alumni Scholarship Fund. 

Julie Anne Keller
Julie Anne Keller, 66, passed away Jan. 8, 2022. 
She was born July 27, 1955. Services are planned 
for a later date. Contributions may be made to IU 
Foundation/Multiple Myeloma Research Fund.

Ralph Krause
Ralph Krause, passed away Jan. 23, 2022. 
Arrangements were pending at presstime. Eric 
M.D. Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted 
with arrangements. 

COMMUNITYLeons V. Liepa
Add period after St.: St. Malachy AND  St. Meinrad
Add period at the end of obit

David M. Johnston
Add second comma: Home, Speedway,

Add obits
Brownsburg

Pittsboro

Plainfield
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COMMUNITY

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM

“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean  
and staff go above and beyond to make sure the customer  

is always happy. If you are looking for a honest and 
dependable place for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiffany P.

AC/EVAC &  
RECHARGE 

SPECIAL

$$898999 99 
(Normally $129.99)

With coupons only. Most cars.  
Not valid with any other offers. Exp 2/28/22

CODE:  ICON 

WINTER OIL 
CHANGE SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change 
Synthetic Blend Motor Oil Only

$$20202020
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax.  Most cars and light trucks  

up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off filters. With coupon. Not valid with any 
other offers. Canister filters extra if required. Exp 2/28/22

CODE: ICON  *offer not good for synthetic oil change

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com  
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon

PLAINFIELD

Alan George Biddle
Alan George Biddle, 81, passed away Jan. 15, 
2022. He was born April 21, 1940. Services were 
held Jan. 22 at Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service 
& Crematory, Mooresville. Contributions may be 
made to Plainfield Christian Church, Plainfield.

Sylvia “Sue” Chesser
Sylvia “Sue” Chesser, 86, passed away Jan. 19, 
2022. She was born Dec. 4, 1935. Services 
were held Jan. 24 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. 

James L. “Jimmy” Groninger
James L. “Jimmy” Groninger, 62, passed away Jan. 
20, 2022. He was born Oct. 10, 1959. Services 
were held Jan. 28 at Plainfield Christian Church, 
Plainfield. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.

David M. Johnston
David M. Johnston, 71, passed away Jan. 14, 
2022. He was born Aug. 26, 1950. An out-
of-state service is planned. Conkle Funeral 
Home, Speedway, was entrusted with local 
arrangements.

Nancy M. Morgan
Nancy M. Morgan, 82, passed away Jan. 21, 2022.  
She was born Oct. 18, 1939. Services were held 
Jan. 25 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Contributions may be made to the Parkinson’s 
Awareness Association of Central Indiana. 

Phyllis I. Puckett
Phyllis I. Puckett, 89, passed away Jan. 12, 2022. 
She was born July 15, 1932. Services were held 
Jan. 15 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. 

Larry Leon Straley 
Larry Leon Straley, 85, passed away Jan. 8, 2022. 
He was born Dec. 24, 1936. Services will be 
planned at a later date. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements. 
Contributions may be made to the Indiana DNR. 

Edward W. Watts Jr.
Edward W. Watts Jr., 92, passed away Jan. 12, 
2022. He was born Aug. 14, 1929. Services were 
Jan. 17 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. 

Phyllis A. Ziege
Phyllis A. Ziege, 82, passed away Jan. 17, 2022. 
She was born June 10, 1939. Services were held 
Jan 22. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

STILESVILLE

John W. Sallee
John W. Sallee, 73, passed away Jan 11, 2022. He 
was born Jan. 27, 1948. Services were held Jan. 18 
at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
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By Lindsay Doty

Robert “Bob” Alltop is a guy who knows a 
thing or two about signs. He’s the longtime 
owner of Beacon Sign Company in Avon, a 
locally-run shop that has been printing cus-
tom signs, banners, and decals for churches, 
schools, nonprofits, and businesses through-
out Hendricks County and beyond for two 
decades.

  “It is signs every day. It’s different kinds 
of signs. I still love it,” says Alltop, as he gets 
ready to load his pick-up truck and deliver 
eight customs signs to Avon High School.

“I still like working. I always have. Probably 
too much. I can’t get away from it,” says the 
65-year-old.

“You work all the time (when you own a 
business) and when you aren’t working, you 
are thinking about it.”

  The majority of orders are printed in-
house at the Beacon Sign shop off US 36 
(across from Walmart). Alltop is typically the 
sole operator of the two big printers and gi-
ant lamination machine in the back.  

Most orders are with regular clients who 
send custom requests via email.

“I know what they want and it’s easier that 
way,” explains Alltop.

“We have built up the business with repeat 
customers over the years who also refer new 
customers to us.”

His client base ranges from hospitals and 
nonprofits to manufacturing facilities and 
churches.

While he tries to stay focused on the bot-
tom line, Alltop has also given back to the 
community through donations and dis-
counts in the community,  from the Avon 
Heritage Festival to signs for local police and 
fire departments.  

“I have had the pleasure of working with 
Bob, first through the Heritage Festival, and 
often time because of programming that 
we were conducting at the fire department.  
He has always been extremely community-
minded and generous, to us and to the Avon 

Beacon Sign Company owner 
Bob Alltop shares the highs and 
lows of owning a small business 

& his NY hopes for bouncing 
back from pandemic losses

Getting to know 
Bob Alltop:
Business: 

Beacon Sign 

Location: 
9305 E. US Hwy 36 in Avon

Married: 
almost 40 years

Kids: 
Two

When he’s not working he enjoys…
Spending time with his grandson 
Hudson.

Hobbies: 
Fishing and cheering on the 
Chicago Blackhawks 

Best business advice he ever got: 
Don’t expect your employees to 
work as hard as you do.

community,” says Washington Township/
Avon Fire Chief Dan Smith. 

“Our community is what it is today be-
cause of the selfless giving of individuals 
such as Bob.”

Business leaders say Alltop has always 
helped out the Avon Chamber in a pinch. 

“Bob is the epitome of a local small busi-
ness owner who tirelessly gives back,” says  
Tom Downard, Executive Director of the 
Avon Chamber of Commerce.  

Alltop opened his business in October of 
2001. Alltop had previously co-owned Mas-
terclean Systems in Indianapolis and Louis-
ville but it sold in 1999.

“We had close to 500 employees and I was 
wanting to start another business that didn’t 
require a lot of employees.”

After researching options, he landed on 
the idea to open a local sign company.

Although Alltop had plenty of business ex-
perience,  he knew zero about designing or 
manufacturing signs.

“The first couple of years were brutal,” he 
recalls.

At the time, he says there were five other 
competitors in the area. He says he learned 
fast and stuck it out. Eventually, the other 
sign shops either got bought out or closed 
down.

“We hung in there,” he remembers.
For twenty years, the business has seen 

plenty of good days. Most mornings have 
been filled with coffee (he drinks about three 
cups a day) and juggling orders.

He has one staffer and his wife Linda (who 

works at nearby St. Vincent Cardiology) helps 
with bills on Wednesdays.

“She’s taken over my office, so I sit out 
front,” he says laughing.

Through the years, they have carved out a 
market. Walk-ins have turned into regulars.

But even with a solid business, the shop 
took a hit like the rest of the world as the CO-
VID-19 pandemic presented challenges.

“We lost orders in 2020 due to events clos-
ing, businesses shutting down and people 
working from home,” said Alltop.

He says clients like Hendricks Regional 
Health hospital kept him open in 2020.

This year, orders have improved slightly,  
but he says it’s been difficult to get much-
needed supplies.

“Most are on backorder and what I can get 
have major price increases,” he says.

He says current sales are at 75% of where 
they should be.

Like everyone else,  he’s battling through 
it all with hope for a stronger 2022. Spring 
business usually includes signs for school 
sports and Easter church services and events. 
He’s hopeful.

“It’s been a challenge to stay open but I 
am still optimistic about the future.”

The outdoorsy grandfather says he owes 
a lot of his success to the Hendricks County 
community.

“I would like to thank Avon and the sur-
rounding communities for supporting us 
during the past 20 years and hopefully a few 
more!”
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5 9 4 2 1
5 9 3

9 7
3 9

2 7 1 5 4 6
4 2

6 1
3 2 1

5 9 6 2 3

3 Types of Lettuce
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 U.S. VPs from Indiana
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Indiana Time Zones
____________________
____________________

1 New Indy “Museum”
______________________

5 Expensive Colleges
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 U.S. Military Branches
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

Across
1 Brick partner
7 Pulte Homes blueprint bit
11 Pen name
14 Fountain County city on 
the Wabash River
15 State Rep. Morrison
16 Nutritional fig.
17 “The ___ Cometh”
18 Clothing
19 Lucas lubricant
20 Indiana
23 Disparage
26 “What’s the ___?”
27 Austen heroine
28 LouVino, e.g.
31 Bangkok Kitchen cuisine
34 Zoeller, Hill and Rokita, 
initially
35 Annoys
37 Evaluate
41 Indiana
44 Plays a guitar
45 Eight-track or cassette
46 50-50, say
47 Timid
49 Took ill
51 Colts shutout, on a 
scoreboard
54 Scot’s denial
56 Prestige Body Arts 
supplies
57 Indiana
62 Had a calzone at Frank’s 

Place
63 Start of 
a Hendricks 
Civic Theatre 
play
64 Display a 
notice public-
ly, informally
68 ___ 
Speedwagon
69 Peace 
Through Yoga 
pads
70 Jim Irsay’s 
house and 
grounds
71 Braying 
beast
72 Eyelid woe
73 Stopped

Down
1 ___ tai 
(drink)
2 Non-Rx
3 GPS 
suggestion
4 Tone quality
5 Trendy 
berry
6 Sounded a bell
7 Wise guys
8 Mercury or Mars
9 Avon Farmers Market corn 

units
10 “Mad Money” airer
11 Witch’s transport
12 Local lingo

13 Lily variety
21 Ankara natives
22 Bank robbery
23 Hits hard
24 Smoker’s request
25 Name etched on the 
Borg-Warner Trophy nine 
times
29 Indy Zoo ecosystem
30 Got out of bed
32 A Marx brother
33 Balance sheet item
36 Canine command
38 Dine at home
39 Adhere
40 Tries to find
42 Funny stuff
43 Rarin’ to go
48 Like some pine
50 Afternoon nap
51 “Gone With the Wind” 
family name
52 Writer Joyce Carol ___
53 Black-and-white cookies
55 Licorice flavoring
58 Dog food brand
59 “Shoo!”
60 Crude grp.
61 Misplace
65 BSU profs’ helpers
66 Eiteljorg Museum plains 
tribe
67 ___ XING (sign)

Answers on 
Page 20

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 02/28/2022

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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EVENTScalendar
JANUARY
29 Saturday
Pine Cone Bird Feeders
3-4 p.m., W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 4521 
Gibbs Road, Danville. Even though it’s 
getting cold, some birds stay here year 
round. Give local birds a boost of energy 
by making a pine cone bird feeder. All 
materials will be provided. Meet at Bluegill 
Shelter. Program is appropriate for all ages 
and free. hendrickscountyparks.org/event/
pine-cone-bird-feeders/

29 Saturday
Catfish Cooley
6:30 p.m. doors open, 7:30 p.m. show, Eagles 
Lodge, 5556 U.S. 40, Plainfield. Catfish 
Cooley is an American comedian and social 
media personality who uses his character 
Redneck at comedy shows. Cost: $28-$43. 
madhattershows.com/event/catfish-cooley-
in-plainfield-in

FEBRUARY
1 Tuesday
Teddy Bears: Bathtime
10-10:30 a.m., Brownsburg Public Library, 
450 S. Jefferson St., Brownsburg. Toddlers 
can explore stories, rhymes and songs. 
bburglibrary.net

2 Wednesday
Guilford Township Board Meeting
7 p.m., Guilford Township Community 
Center, 1500 S. Center St., Plainfield. Enter 
through the north doors. Agendas are 
posted two days prior to the meeting. 
Meetings are the first Wednesday of each 
month. guilfordtownship.com, (317) 838-
0564

3 Thursday
Family History Hounds: Overland Trails
1-3 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Genealogist 
Amber Oldenburg will share the journey 
of early settlers as they searched for a new 
life. This program is for seniors, adults. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

5 Saturday
Avon Model Trail Show
10 a.m.-3 p.m., Avon Town Hall, 6570 E. U.S. 
36, Avon. Free. avonparks.recdesk.com

6 Sunday
Indiana Lyons vs. Ohio Kings
4 p.m., Bosstick Gymnasium, 49 N. Wayne 
St., Danville. $10. indianalyons.com/
schedule

7 Monday
Open Game Night
6-7:30 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Adults 
learn to play a game from the tabletop 
collection. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

7 Monday
Watercolor Snowflakes Take-and-Make
All day, Brownsburg Public Library, 450 
S. Jefferson St., Brownsburg. Add some 
color to this winter with a creative craft for 
children ages 6-10. bburglibrary.net

8 Tuesday
Tote Bag Painting
3:15-4:15 p.m. Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Teens 
learn an easy block printing technique and 
decorate a tote bag. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.
info

31 Monday
Green Screen
3:15-4:15 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Teens 
use a green screen and props to create 
spectacular photos or videos. Supplies will 
be provided for 10 people. Plainfieldlibrary.
libnet.info

31 Monday
Legislative Breakfast
7-9 p.m., Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds, 
1900 E. Main St., Danville. Hendricks Power 
Cooperative, Hendricks County Farm Bureau 
and North Salem State Bank will host the 
2022 Legislative Breakfast series. Elected 
officials Sen. John Crane, Sen. Mike Young, 
Rep. Greg Steuerwald, Rep. Jeff Thompson 
and Rep. Bob Behning will speak on issues 
related to the current legislative session. 
Questions from the audience will be 
addressed as time allows. RSVP to Janna 
Bolen by the Thursday before the event: 
janna.bolen@infarmbureau.com.

10 Thursday
Virtual Reality
4-5:30 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Teens 
play one of the library’s VR systems. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

11 Friday
Rally for Our Kids Gala
6-11 p.m., Top Eliminator Club at Lucas 
Oil Raceway Park, 10267 U.S. 136. Join for 
dinner, silent and live auctions, dessert 
dash, games and music by DJ Scott Stars in 
an evening hosted by Jared Wade of Jared 
Wade Entertainment. Cost: $75. Funds 
raised benefit the Brownsburg Education 
Foundation. BEF@brownsburg.k12.in.us, 
(317) 852-1056

11 Friday, 12 Saturday
Father-Daughter Dance
7-9 p.m., Brownsburg East Middle School. 
This evening for ages 4-12 includes dancing, 
crafts, refreshments and photography for 
additional cost. Registration required. Cost: 
$25 per person. brownsburgparks.com/
father-daughter-dance

14 Monday
Valentine’s Day
12-2 p.m., Pecar Nature Center. Treat making 
station for the park animals and a card 
making station. $2 per child. Registration 
required. wtp.recdesk.com
If full, contact the park naturalist at rbentz@
avonfd.org. 

14 Monday
Family Storytime: Spiders
6:30-7 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. 
Interactive songs, stories and rhymes. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

15 Tuesday
Craft Crew: Felt Handwarmers
2-3 p.m. and 6:30-7:30 p.m., Plainfield-
Guilford Township Public Library, 1120 
Stafford Road. Adults make a simple craft. 
Materials provided. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.
info

17 Thursday
Crispus Attucks: From the Beginning
6:30-7:30 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Robert 
Chester, curator of the Crispus Attucks 
Museum, presents this family program. 
Learn more about the man widely regarded 
as the first person killed in the American 
Revolution. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info
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Watch, think, repeat: TV binging habits

EDITORIAL

Kudos for 
involvement, but 
new proposed 

legislation doesn’t 
add up 

Kudos for involvement, but new pro-
posed legislation doesn’t add up

Schools have typically done such a 
good job that it almost can seem point-
less for parental involvement. That’s a 
pretty silly statement. 

Parents have always been the key to 
developing children to become good 
citizens. With or without schools, parents 
easily have the greatest influence over 
the philosophy and beliefs of their chil-
dren. Parental involvement has always 
been a part of education from copying 
worksheets to parent-teacher conferenc-
es to parent-teacher organizations. 

That’s why the legislation proposed 
in the Indiana legislature is so confus-
ing. SB 167 would, as currently framed, 
prohibit the teaching of historical facts. 
It would threaten to criminalize teachers, 
and the requirements to post curricula 
would redirect money away from aca-
demics.

That seems counterproductive. Many 
good teachers have left the profes-
sion because of the hours and lack of 
compensation. More will leave if this bill 
passes. It could also hurt the reputations 
of our school systems, which would hurt 
our economics.

It’s great that parents want to be in-
volved and have input, but how many of 
them are already involved in some form? 
If not, why not pitch where it’s already 
needed with time or resources? 

This legislation would muddy the wa-
ters as to who would have the final ap-
proval. Plus, there appears to be mecha-
nisms already in place to do exactly what 
parents and legislators want in the first 
place.

The upheaval caused by the pandemic 
plus the Critical Race Theory controversy 
have brought new light to our schools. 
But there needs to be a process where 
parents and educators can meet and dis-
cuss what our children need to learn to 
prepare them for their life as a citizen.

Look for a compromise and for the 
legislation to fade away because this 
doesn’t make sense.

The views in these editorials are of 
reader participants. They do not represent 
those of Hendricks County ICON ownership 
and management.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

The #bettywhitechallenge 
helped Misty Eyes Animal Center 

raise more than $10,000 from over 350 
donors to in memory of Betty White.

The Hendricks County Alliance 
for Diversity hosted a food drive 

in honor of MLK Day. Local businesses 
throughout the county collected the 
goods. 

The Frigid Frog planned to move 
to its new location at 303 E. Main 

St., Plainfield in January. They will lease 
the former space as early as Feb. 1.

Visit ahs.avon-schools.org/
making-room-for-more for 

updates on the coming Avon High 
School expansion. There’s also a podcast 
with district leaders discussing the 
project on the site.

At the Jan. 10 Plainfield Town 
Council meeting, Police Chief 

Jared McKee presented the Medal of 
Valor and a Life Saving Award to officer 
Robert Sumner who saved a car 
accident victim who was trapped in her 
car and sinking underwater in a pond 
Dec. 28.  It’s the second highest award 
someone can receive as a PPD officer. 
This is the second Medal of Valor and 
third Life Saving award that Sumner has 
earned.

By Dick Wolfsie

My wife and I were starting to watch a 
Netflix series when I said: “This looks famil-
iar. Have we seen it before?”

“I’m not sure, Dick. But if we have seen it, I 
don’t want to watch another eight episodes. 
That would be a big waste of time.”

“But I don’t remember how it ends, so 
why not watch it anyway?”

We were faced with a big decision to re-
watch or not watch. We chose to move on to 
another show, this one with eight episodes 
for each of three seasons. We watched three 
episodes and once again, we were puzzled. 
“I know we’ve seen this, Dick,” said Mary El-
len as the woman in the scene steps to the 
edge of the cliff to consider taking her life.

“Okay, Mary Ellen, if we saw this already, 
tell me: does she jump or not?”

“Oh, I have no idea, but I could never for-
get that cute turquoise blouse she’s wear-
ing.”

A few weeks ago we were watching a 
movie starring George Clooney. My wife is 
a big fan, so when I said in the first few min-
utes that I was certain we had watched it 
before, she went into complete denial, hop-
ing to convince me to view the entire movie 
again. I didn’t mind. I remember how one 
guy in the flick had thinning gray hair like 
mine and I loved how he combed it. A guy 
doesn’t forget something like that. But did 
he turn out to be the real serial killer? I had 
no memory of that.

This is not the only case for one or both 
of us forgetting unforgettable moments. 
After Mary Ellen and I had been married for 
six years, we were reminiscing about how 
we first met. In the course of the conversa-
tion, we realized we had actually met three 
years earlier than we thought, when we 
sat next to each other in a restaurant with 
mutual friends, then shared a cab back 
to our respective apartments. She’d have 

remembered me if I looked like George 
Clooney, and I’d have remembered her if 
she had jumped off a cliff after dessert.

But back to movies. Last week we were 
searching for some light entertainment. A 
few minutes in, I said to Mary Ellen, “I am 
100% positive we have seen this. I recognize 
that guy.”

“Of course you do. That’s Mr. Potato Head. 
This is ‘Toy Story 2.’”

“He looks a little different than I remem-
ber.”

“He was also in the first ‘Toy Story,’ Dick, 
but he had a different nose.”

And finally, our current viewing includes 
a British series called “Unforgotten,” which 
is ironic because we apparently had not un-
forgotten it. That was a complicated double 
negative, but Heidi, my proofreader, is on 
vacation, so I can get away with it. After 
three episodes, we both knew we had seen 
it before, and again we debated whether to 
finish it. We must have watched it when we 
lived in our previous home, when we had 
a much smaller TV, a lousy popcorn maker 
and a worn-out sofa. So we watched every 
episode all over again and totally enjoyed it. 
Location. Location. Location.

We have now decided to start keeping 
a log of what movies and series we watch, 
which ones we liked and those we didn’t. 
Mary Ellen is keeping track of plot and char-
acter development as well as the big stars 
in each production. I’m on the lookout for 
actors who know how to effectively comb 
thinning hair.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“Darkness cannot 

drive out darkness: 

only light can do 

that. Hate cannot 

drive out hate: only 

love can do that.” 
– Martin Luther King Jr.,  

“A Testament of Hope: The Essential 

Writings and Speeches”

QUOTE

VIEWS

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsensical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll share 
one with you …

In Fairbanks, Alaska, it is illegal to serve alcohol to a moose.

STRANGE LAW
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SCHOLARSHIPS
HENDRICKS POWER commitment to community

2021

HENDRICKS POWER CONTINUOUSLY LOOKS FOR 
WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY.

That’s why each year we assist our young members 
in their pursuit of higher education by awarding 

scholarships to our graduating seniors.

HOW TO APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP: 
Visit www.hendrickspower.com to download 
an application and learn more. Submit your 

application by March 4, 2022.

WWW.HENDRICKSPOWER.COM 

By Michelle Strahl

January is National 
Blood Donor Month, and right now the 
need for donations is critical. Blood suppli-
ers are facing emergency blood and platelet 
shortages across the 
nation. According to 
the American Red 
Cross, every two sec-
onds, someone in the 
United States needs 
blood. It is essential 
for surgeries, cancer 
treatment, chronic ill-
nesses and traumatic 
injuries. However, de-
spite a constant and 
growing need, fewer 
people are donating.

Donate whether or not 
you are vaccinated. 

You may still donate blood, platelets or 
plasma after receiving the COVID-19 vac-
cine. Knowing the name of the vaccine 
manufacturer is important in determining 
your blood donation eligibility. The Ameri-
can Red Cross encourages donors to bring 
their COVID-19 vaccination card with them. 
In most cases, there is no deferral time for 
vaccinated individuals as long as they are 
symptom free and feeling well at the time of 
donation.

Blood suppliers make  
sure donations are safe.

After the American Red Cross receives 
the donation, information is scanned into 
a computer database. Each component is 
packaged as a “unit,” a standardized amount 
that doctors will use when transfusing a 

patient. 
Multiple tests are performed to establish 

the blood type and test for infectious dis-
eases. If a test result is positive, the dona-

tion will be discarded 
and the donor will be 
notified. When test 
results are received, 
units suitable for 
transfusion are la-
beled and stored. 

The blood is avail-
able to be shipped 
to hospitals 24 hours 
a day, seven days 
a week. Hospitals 
typically keep some 
blood units on their 

shelves but may call for more at any time, 
especially in the case of large-scale emer-
gencies. 

Hospitals use the blood  
for life-saving transfusions.

Once an ill or injured person arrives at a 
hospital, doctors determine whether the 
patient requires transfusion and which type. 
Blood transfusions are given to patients in 
a wide range of circumstances, including 
serious injuries, surgeries, childbirth, ane-
mia, blood disorders, cancer treatments and 
many others. 

National Blood Donor Month:  
Donations save lives

WELLNESS

Michelle Strahl, RN, is the Clinical 
Operations Manager and American Red 
Cross Liaison at IU Health West Hospital. 

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 17

M O R T A R S P E C B I C
A T T I C A A L A N R D A
I C E M A N G A R B O I L

B I G T E N S C H O O L
S L U R U S E E M M A
W I N E B A R T H A I
A G S I R K S A S S E S S
T H E H O O S I E R S T A T E
S T R U M S T A P E T I E

M E E K G O T S I C K
O O O O N A E I N K S
H A R R I S O N R O L E
A T E A C T I P O S T U P
R E O M A T S E S T A T E
A S S S T Y E C E A S E D

7 6 5 9 3 4 8 2 1
2 8 4 7 5 1 9 3 6
3 1 9 8 2 6 5 4 7
1 5 6 4 7 3 2 9 8
8 2 7 1 9 5 4 6 3
9 4 3 2 6 8 7 1 5
6 7 8 3 4 9 1 5 2
4 3 2 5 1 7 6 8 9
5 9 1 6 8 2 3 7 4

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Branches: AIR FORCE, ARMY, COAST GUARD, MARINES, NAVY, SPACE 
FORCE; Colleges: BROWN, CORNELL, DARTMOUTH, TUFTS, YALE; VPs: COLFAX, HENDRICKS, PENCE, QUAYLE; 
Types: ARUGULA, ICEBERG, ROMAINE; Zones: CENTRAL, EASTERN; “Museum:” SELFIE WRLD

Blood suppliers are 
facing emergency 
blood and platelet 

shortages across the 
nation. 
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Above all, love: building God’s 
beloved community

DEVOTIONAL
By Paula Pettis-Garrett 

What is the beloved 
community of God, and how do we build it? 
If we take a look at the Ten Commandments, 
we find a picture of the beloved community 
of God.  

In Matthew 22 while Jesus was teaching, 
he emphasized that the first and greatest 
commandment is that we should “love God 
with all of our hearts, souls and minds.”  

Jesus also shared another command-
ment that was connected to the first, that 
we should “love our neighbors as ourselves.” 
He declared, “On these two commandments 
depend all the law and the prophets.”  

In other words, if we follow these two com-
mandments, we’ve covered the other nine, 
and this would be a great picture of what the 
beloved community of God looks like.   

The idea of community includes a group 
of people with a similar interest, characteris-
tic or background or who live in a particular 
area.  

But the beloved community of God 
opens its arms much wider.  

God’s community welcomes others into 
its heart regardless of interests, back-
grounds, etc. God’s community is more than 

an institution or a gathering.  It’s a way of 
life.  

That way of life is laid out for us in 1 Peter 
4:8-11: 

• Love: Even when society tries to dic-
tate who deserves love versus judg-
ment, be countercultural and love. 

• Show hospitality: Warmly welcome 
both friends and strangers. 

• Extend grace: When others make mis-
takes or missteps, forgive.   

• Serve: Use your God-given gifts and 
talents. Someone in your sphere is in 
need of what you have to offer.    

• Encourage: Speak words of life and en-
couragement. Build up one another.  

Love is one size fits all, and it’s free. Above 
all, maintain constant love for one another. 
(1 Peter 4:8a, NRSV)

Paula Pettis-Garrett is the associate 
pastor at Avon Christian Church. Visit 
avonchristian.org for more information.

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

PUBLIC AUCTION
Firearms, Ammunition, & Hunting Gear

Lawson Auction Gallery
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

OWNER:  Several Consignors

SATURDAY - FEBRUARY 5 TH - 10:00 A.M. 
Preview: Friday, February 4 th , 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

CATALOG AND PHOTOS AT: www.lawsonandco.com

Firearms to be sold live and on HiBid.com!
To bid online go to www.lawsonandco.hibid.com

Ammunition & other hunting related items with be sold live at auction

OVER 245 FIREARMS  •  AMMUNITION - GUN SAFE
TRAIL CAMERAS - CALLING SYSTEM
HUNTING GEAR - SPOTTING SCOPE

HOLSTERS - MAGAZINES - GUN BARRELS
MUZZLELOADING EQUIPMENT
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A visit to Catalina brings 
discovery, history and fun

LIFESTYLE

Don Knebel is a local resident who works for 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP. For the full column 
visit donknebel.com. You may contact him at 
editorial@youarecurrent.com.

By Don Knebel

With winter upon us, 
I am suspending my visits to Indiana land-
marks in favor of warmer destinations. 

About 10,000 years ago, Native Ameri-
cans discovered a 22-mile long island 29 
miles south-southwest of present-day Long 
Beach, Calif. A Spanish explorer stumbled 
onto the rugged is-
land on the eve of St. 
Catherine’s 1602 feast 
day and named it 
“Santa Catalina.” 

In 1919, chewing 
gum magnate William 
Wrigley Jr. purchased 
controlling interest 
in the company that 
owned 99% of what is 
usually simply called, 
“Catalina.” 

Using Wrigley 
Field’s architect, he built a summer house 
on a hilltop overlooking Avalon, the island’s 
only incorporated city and began bringing 
his Chicago Cubs in for spring training. 

To give the island a European flavor, 
Wrigley and his wife installed Westminster 
chimes on a hill above Avalon Harbor. On 
May 29, 1929, Wrigley opened the 12-story-
tall art deco style Catalina Island Casino. Its 
20,000-square-foot rooftop ballroom is still 
the largest circular room in the world with-
out interior support. 

Mainlanders flocked to the casino (that 
has never had gambling) to hear Big Bands 
and watch movies in the theater. Holly-
wood celebrities came to Catalina because 
of its relaxed atmosphere, some joining the 

still-exclusive Catalina Yacht Club. U.S. presi-
dents joined the island’s famous Tuna Club. 

Catalina has the location to more than 40 
movie sets, including “Mutiny on the Boun-
ty,” which is responsible for its palm trees. 
Descendants of bison imported for “The 
Vanishing American,” a silent Western, are 

now an attraction.
Catalina’s glam-

orous history and 
pleasant ambiance 
attract visitors from 
around the world, 
most coming by 
ferry. Others arrive 
at the Airport in 
the Sky, built in the 
1940s atop a hill 
about 10 miles from 
Avalon. 

Even though the 
Cubs haven’t had spring training on the is-
land since 1951, their presence is still there 
with memorabilia at the Catalina Island Mu-
seum. The island’s other attractions include 
a long zip line, a glass bottom boat and the 
candy store where 17-year-old newlywed 
Norman Jean Dougherty (Marilyn Monroe) 
worked as a taffy puller. The Wrigley sum-
mer mansion is now a luxury hotel. 

TRAVEL

Catalina Island off California offers history, adventure and relaxing times for visitors.  (Photo by Don Knebel)

TsT Construction, LLC
Tip of the Month

By Tom S. Truesdale

Residential Renovations  •  Home Improvement Consulting
Home Additions  •  Garages and Detached Buildings

Roofing  •  Interior and Exterior Contracting  •  Build to Suit

Detached  
Buildings add value 

and functionality

1.  A new pole barn building or simple 
story structure can be built economi-
cally to meet virtually any dimension 
large or small.

2.  A Detached Building can provide 
many functions:

•  A vehicle garage

•  Recreational use such as fitness 
facility, hobby area, dod working 
shop, winter-time activity area.

•  Simple storage of bikes, cares, 
boats, tools and lawn equipment.

3.  Detached Buildings must be con-
structed to meet local building codes 
and property set-back requirements. 
Zoning and Permitting is required.

4.  A new building can be built in 
phases as funding is available.

•  Shell /Structure - Concrete floor - 
Interior finish

5.  The construction of a new Detached 
Building adds immediate value to 
your home and pays back at resale, 
dollar for dollar.

Detached Buildings can range from many sizes 
and shapes but if designed and built correctly add 
significant value and functionality to your home.

317-550-8677
Plainfield, IN   •   thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com

TsT Construction, LLC
Helping people one job at a time...

Catalina’s glamorous history 
and pleasant ambiance 

attract visitors from around 
the world, most coming by 
ferry. Others arrive at the 
Airport in the Sky, built in 

the 1940s atop a hill.
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The great American gardening 
boom: Plan spring seed 

purchases with winter catalogs

LIFESTYLE

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

Gardeners start the 
new year with great hope and excitement 
in anticipation of spring. Although midwin-
ter, now is the time to start planning for the 
new gardening season. Just the excitement 
of sourcing new introductions of beautiful 
perennials and tasty vegetables drives away 
the winter blahs for those of us itching to 
work outdoors. With perfect timing, garden-
ing catalogs appear in our mailboxes.

There was a dramatic increase in the 
number of people gardening in 2020, the 
first year of the pandemic. Burpee, one of 
the world’s oldest and foremost home gar-
den seed and plant companies, saw sales 
increase more than 60% — a first in the 
company’s 145-year old history. 2021 was a 
repeat, with sales up double digits over the 
previous record year. Everything indicates 
that 2022 will continue this phenomenal 
growth. 

This very welcome but unexpected situ-
ation for commercial growers over the past 
two years resulted in shortages of every-
thing garden related. This year, growers 
are well-prepared, but rising costs due to 
supply chain issues, labor shortages and 
inflation all indicate that it’s best for garden-
ers to order seeds and supplies as early as 

possible.  
When ordering, be sure to compare prices 

and shipping charges, which can vary wildly 
among companies. Looking to order seeds 
of the heirloom ‘Mortgage Lifter’ tomatoes, 
a wonderful producer for me last year, one 
company listed a packet of 30 seeds for 
$3.10 plus $5.95 shipping, while another 
listed a packet of 125 seeds for $4.95 with 
only $3.95 shipping. Since, with proper 
storage, tomato seeds are viable for up to 
four years, I’m set for the next few years at a 
great savings.

If you don’t get many seed catalogs in 
the mail, search online for the best selection 
and prices. Raising vegetables and flowers 
from seed is a fun way to save big bucks, 
and your selection of varieties is much, 
much greater compared to buying plants 
later this spring. 

Happy Gardening!

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff  
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms 

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with 

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered fl ooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2022 EVENT 

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150 

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-22.

Ordering from seed catalogs provides more gardening options and will save money compared to purchasing 
plants in the spring. (Photo by John Chapin)
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www.raystrash.com
317.539.2024  •  800.531.6752

GREAT SERVICE.  SMART PRICING.
CALL RAY’S TODAY.

“Is your company’s New Year’s 
resolution to go green? Call Ray’s 
and find out about all of its exciting 
recycling programs. Whether you 
need a small container for office 
recycling, or large-scale equipment 
to handle excess packing materials, 
and things in between, Ray’s has 
you covered. Ray’s Trash is the only 
call you need to make for your 
recycling and waste removal needs. 
We offer consultants to review your 
needs and design a competitively 
priced custom program for you. 
Call us today to schedule a review 
of your property’s disposal plan.”


