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Danville library hosts virtual fundraiser
The Friends of the Danville-Center 

Township Public Library are hosting an 
ongoing virtual sale through January. 

Items in the sale include pictures, 
chairs, bean bags chairs and other 
smaller items. There are books, DVDs and 
magazines in Rosalie’s Room. The Youth 
Services Department has been also bun-
dling books, DVDs and audiobooks. 

“Because of COVID, the Friends has 
had to cancel several sales,” said Linda 
Monk, Friends of the Library spokesper-
son. “This has really hurt their fundraising 
efforts. The Friends is the sole support of 
programming at the library. This includes 
youth services, adult services and the 
Indiana Room.

“Also, because of COVID restrictions, program-
ming has taken more creative but expensive 
forms. We are asking for the public’s help. Please 

shop and donate.”
Read more at myhcicon.com/danville-library-

virtual-fundraiser
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Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to 
catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com and 

follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories and 
photos that feature and affect you and your community.

COMMUNITY

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?
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Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088
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Lizon business helps tornado victims
The Rusted Silo family left Dec. 17 to help tor-

nado victims in Hopkins County, Ky., after devas-
tating tornadoes.

Tina, wife of owner Rob Ecker, is from western 
Kentucky. Her family is safe, but others were not.

They traveled in a donated box truck and col-
lected supplies from Hendricks County residents. 

For more information contact TalkToUs@Rust-
edSiloBrewhouse.com. 

Read more at myhcicon.com/rusted-silo- 
helps-kentucky-tornado-victioms

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville
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Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Avon Town Council met Dec. 
16 at Avon Town Hall. Meetings can be 
viewed on the town’s Facebook, YouTube, 
LinkedIn and Twitter. The council meets 
on the second and fourth Thursdays 
each month, 6570 E. U.S. 36. The next 
scheduled meeting is 7 p.m. Jan. 13 at 
town hall, 6570 E. U.S. 36. 

Avon Town Council hears youth council 
proposal, approves interlocal agreement

WHAT HAPPENED: Council 
president Dawn Lowden 
encouraged Avon residents to 
visit the town’s website, contact a 
council member or town manager 
Ryan Cannon if they are interested 
in serving as a committee, board or 
commission members. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Avon is forming 
a youth community engagement 
council to help create a strategic 
vision on the future direction 
Avon from the youth perspective. 
The youth on the council will 
participate in leadership training, 
meet monthly and work on 
projects to improve Avon. 

WHAT HAPPENED:  An interlocal agreement 
between Avon and Hendricks County was 
approved for improvement on County Road 
900 East. The county will construct drainage 
improvements and a trail along County Road 
900 E from County Road 100 N to a 1/2 mile 
north. The town will pay for the costs associated 
with the construction of the trail portion.  

WHAT IT MEANS: Board, commission 
and committee members are appointed 
and announced in January. Applications 
to serve are posted on the town’s website 
under the individual department pages. 
Email addresses for each council member 
can be found at avongov.org/council.

WHAT IT MEANS: This program will 
educate kids on what their government 
does and will give them an active role in 
addressing community issues. Cannon 
is working with Matt Hines, Avon High 
School assistant principal, and Jim 
Dittoe, owner of Winning Communities, 
to create the council. Winning 
Communities is a community planning, 
visioning and consulting firm that helps 
communities with developments for 
the future. Cannon said that Dittoe 
has developed this program in other 
communities, and he will implement 
the program. Hines and Cannon will 
manage the program. Implementation 
cost is $5,000. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Hendricks County is the lead 
agency on the construction of this project and will 
make all of the required filings and applications with 
state and federal agencies. There has been a flooding 
problem on the east side of County Road 900 East, 
and the county is constructing new drainage to 
alleviate this problem.  The town’s trail and sidewalk 
master plan calls for a multi-use trail along that 
area. The town is partnering with the county, and 
it is estimated that Avon will pay $195,095 for the 
construction of the half-mile trail portion. The cost 
of this trail is dramatically reduced for the town by 
piggybacking on the county’s construction. Cannon 
said that the town normally spends about $1 million 
dollars per mile on similar projects. The county is 
expected to begin construction of the drainage 
project in January. It is anticipated that the trail will be 
completed by summer. 

ICONIC 
brief

Purdue Extension 
offers course for 

beginning farmers
Purdue Extension’s online Be-

ginning Farmer Workshop can 
help put its participants on a path 
to farming success. During the 
series from Jan. 13-March 10, par-
ticipants can learn how to address 
the realities of starting a farm, as-
sess farming assets, define realistic 
goals and create feasible plans to 
achieve those goals. 

The workshop includes eight 
sessions held from 7-8:30 p.m. 
Participants register for the en-
tire program. To learn more, visit 
cvent.me/284l4G. Pre-registration 
is required with payment due by 
Jan. 3.

© Ascension 2021. All rights reserved.

Many reasons call us 
to care for you
At Ascension St. Vincent, you’ll find nurses, doctors, caregivers 
and more who deeply care about you and your health. We have 
countless reasons for loving what we do, listening and caring 
for you — body, mind and spirit. Whenever you need care, we’ll 
be there with the right care, at the right place, at the right time. 
It’s our calling.

ascension.org
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Compiled by Nicole Davis

The Plainfield Town Council met Dec. 21 for its final council meeting of 2021, adjusting 
its schedule for the holidays. The meeting was live streamed for members of the public 
who could not attend. The council typically meets at 6 p.m. for a work session and 7 p.m. 
for a council meeting on the second and fourth Mondays each month, at 591 Moon Road. 
Agendas and meeting minutes can be found at townofplainfield.com. The next meeting is 
scheduled for Jan.10.

Plainfield Town Council annexes 
and proposes annexation 

of multiple properties 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council passed an ordinance on first reading, which would 
annex Redbird and Associated Properties at 6448 S. CR 675 E and 6601 E. CR 600 S 
and make it part of district number 3 of the town. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved ordinances on third and final reading, 
annexing multiple properties to the town.

WHAT IT MEANS: The property containing just over 153 acres will become part of 
Plainfield territory should it be fully approved by the council. A majority of this territory is 
undeveloped land.

WHAT IT MEANS: These annexations include Medallion Meadows at 2478 Medallion Court 
and 10047 Medallion Court; Friendswood Phase 2 at 10801 E. CR 700 S; Avalon North, 
Lambert Annexation Phase 2 on the north side of Gibbs Road at the intersection with 
Saratoga Parkway; Willman’s Lake at 7297 Willman Drive and Charter Oaks at 8954 Claren 
Drive.

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  1/31/2022.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 1/31/2022.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

FARM MARKET
OPEN YEAR ROUND!
WINTER HOURS: NOVEMBER -- APRIL 
Monday through Saturday: 9AM-5PM
Returning 7 days a week in May 2022
Visit our website for additional information at www.beasleys-orchard.com 
317-745-4876 | 2304 East Main Street Danville, Indiana 46122

@beasleysorchard @beasleys.orchard
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PHS principal named to basketball hall of fame team
Plainfield High School 

assistant principal Michael 
Mense was named to the 
Indiana Basketball Hall of 
Fame Silver Anniversary 
Team. 

As a 1997 Indiana 
All-Star and Mr. Basket-
ball runner-up, Menser 
set school records at 
Batesville High School with 1,700 career 
points, 414 assists and an 87% free throw 
percentage. His team, coached by for-
mer Plainfield High School principal Mel 
Siefert, won four conference and four 

sectional titles, one regional title and the 
1996 Hall of Fame Classic.

He went on to play at Indiana State 
where, as a four-year starter, he scored 
1,301 points and set the school record 
with 283 three-pointers. He also was part 
of the team’s NCAA tournament berths 
in 2000 and 2001.

Many Hoosiers may remember him 
for the 2001 game against IU when he 
scored two threes in the waning seconds 
of the game to give the Sycamores the 
victory. See those shots here: youtu.be/-
c5wQK1EgRc.

Avon announces new no parking and special notice signs

New No Parking and Special Notice signs will be placed in Avon starting late 2021. 
Each sign has a QR code on it that can be scanned with a smartphone. Additionally, a 
button has been placed on avongov.org. Once scanned or clicked, it will take visitors 
to a webpage that will give information as to why that sign is in place.

GENERATOR 
SAFETY AT HOME

GENERATOR DOS AND DON’TS
DO operate a generator outdoors in an area with plenty of 
ventilation.

DO install CO alarms inside the home to provide an early 
warning of carbon monoxide.

DO NOT plug a generator into the wall without installing a 
transfer switch to prevent backfeed.

DO turn the generator on before plugging in appliances. 

DO NOT touch the generator with wet hands to avoid 
electrocution.

DO turn off the generator before refueling with gasoline to 
allow it to cool down.

DO NOT overload the generator.

DO use a heavy-duty, outdoor-rated extension cord rated at 
least equal to the sum of the connected appliances.

DO NOT use a generator as a permanent solution.

DO consult the owner’s manual for your generator  
for specific safety instructions.

Mense

804 East Main Street  •  Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer.  Coupon has no value.  Expires 1/31/2022.
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 47 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974
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Visit Hendricks County community 
outreach manager goes above and 
beyond in service to the community

By Nicole Davis

There isn’t an area of Hendricks County that Tracy Whet-
stone hasn’t played some part in making better. 

As community outreach manager for Visit Hendricks 
County, Whetstone’s job is to promote the county and par-
ticipate in local organizations. But she takes that a step, or 
two, further by volunteering her time at numerous organi-
zations and simply doing more than is expected.

For this, Whetstone is the 2021 Hendricks County ICON of 
the Year.

“She encompasses what this award is,” said Tom Down-
ard, president of the Greater Avon Chamber of Commerce, 
who nominated Whetstone. “She touches so many groups 
throughout the county. Whether it’s other chambers be-
sides our chamber, the YMCA, wherever, she’s in the middle 
of it. She’s one of those volunteers that anyone putting on 
an event or doing anything knows that they can count on 
her to be in it from the beginning to the end.”

Originally from Connersville, Whetstone has adopted 
Hendricks County as her own. 

“The thing you have to know about Tracy is she is incred-
ibly kind and incredibly loyal,” said Jaime Bohler Smith, 
executive director of Visit Hendricks County. “She went to 
work at the Ford Motor Company the day after she gradu-
ated high school and was there 18 years until they closed. 
She was incredibly loyal to them. She loved Connersville so 
much she’s still involved there. She’s incredibly loyal to me. 
She is incredibly loyal to Hendricks County. I think it’s impor-
tant for people to realize this is genuine. Anyone that meets 
her, she’s so darn friendly, and it’s genuine.”

Bohler Smith and Whetstone first met nearly 20 years ago. 

At that time Visit Hendricks County was doing information 
booths for Lucas Oil Raceway (now Lucas Oil Indianapo-
lis Raceway Park). The staff was smaller then and needed 
volunteers to help with these booths, so Whetstone vol-
unteered. When a community relations manager position 
opened up for Visit Hendricks County, Whetstone was the 
perfect fit.

“We wanted an ambassador,” Bohler Smith said. “We 
wanted someone who would represent Hendricks County 
well. She was excellent at that. Over time, she became a 
liaison to the community. She represents us in a way that I 
don’t think anyone else could. 

“People recognize what she brings to the table. She’s a 
worker. She goes above and beyond. She doesn’t just show 
up at a meeting and leave. 

Whetstone goes beyond surface level when volunteering 
and interacting with people, Bohler Smith said.

“Lots of people can give of their time,”  Bohler Smith said. 
“What she gives is a deeper connection. She truly loves be-
ing in this community. She gives a vibrance. Certainly when 
she’s representing Visit Hendricks County, it’s easy to see 
why you could come here. She has given that emotional gift 
to the county.”

Whetstone is also a vice president of the Greater Avon 
Chamber of Commerce board of directors where she chairs 
the annual Hendricks County RibFest and Balloon Glow 
events. 

She is also a member of the Brownsburg, Danville and 
Plainfield Chambers of Commerce as well as the Indiana 
Tourism Association Committee and Indiana Bicentennial 

Our 2021

ICON
of the  

YEAR
Tracy Whetstone

ICON of the Year Tracy Whetstone brings sparkle and light to events throughout the state promoting Hendricks County. (Photo provided by Visit 
Hendricks County)
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How have you witnessed 
Tracy Whetstone’s impact on 
Hendricks County?

I met Tracy through Visit Hendricks County and the United Way 
Wings of Golf events. Her infectious smile, can-do attitude and 
hospitality are second to none. I even saw her in action when we 
worked together at the Super Bowl in downtown Indy. Her skills 
were on point during the United Way events from breakfasts, 
to advisory meetings to, of course, the Wings of Golf where she 
helped organize, shop for the best raffle prizes ever, and cater 
to the needs of the golfers and attendees, raising much needed 
money for the county residents in need. To count her as a business 
associate is great. To count her as a friend is a treasure. Congrats 
Tracy. Well deserved.

Rhonda Wiles, Executive Director
Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce

Although I had met Tracy before, my first volunteer position 
with her was at the Race Across Hendricks County leg at the Avon 
Town Hall Park a lot of years ago. I remember being so impressed 
with her work ethic for the assignment.

Her personality is just so bubbly. My brother-in-law hadn’t met 
Tracy officially but had run into her at the gas station — she had 
held the door for him and wished him a good day. When he saw 
on social media that I was friends with her, he was so excited that 
I knew her. He had remembered her from their encounter. She 
makes people›s days better. 

Tracy is all in for Hendricks County events and businesses. In her 
conversations, she always brings these community things to the 
top. She is a blessing and an ambassador for our community in all 
things.

The people in Tracy’s sphere are very blessed. She will go to the 
extreme to help. When someone has a need, she will be there and 
go well above and beyond to ease whatever burden.  

To know Tracy is to love her.
Bev Stafford, Estate & Gift Planning director

American Cancer Society

Tracy and I met many years ago (likely over 15) while I was work-
ing at the state tourism office. Most of the time I’ve worked with 
Tracy it has been on a statewide level, but locally I have witnessed 
her welcoming groups into Hendricks County and she makes ev-
eryone feel special, heard and important. I so love working with 
Tracy. She makes people smile and gets every job (regardless of 
how glamorous) done. What a privilege to celebrate her!

Carrie Lambert, Executive Director
Indiana Tourism Association

Tracy has been on the Hendricks Regional Health YMCA Center 
Advisory Board since 2015. Every board needs a person like Tracy 
on their board. She is so friendly and makes everyone around her 
happy. 

For the past six years, Tracy’s volunteer work at the HRH YMCA 
has helped serve many youth and families in need. Tracy has vol-
unteered since 2015 with the annual Thanksgiving baskets and 
Giving Tree, which both serve families in need during the holidays. 
She volunteers with the largest fundraising the YMCA has, Gobble 
Gallop. This fundraiser has grown to over 1,500 runners/walkers. 
The money raised from this event helps provide youth and families 
scholarships to be able to participate in YMCA programs.

Mary Beth Carmichael, District Vice President
Hendricks Regional Health YMCA

COMMUNITY

Committee. She represents Hendricks County for the 
National FFA Convention Educational Career Success 
Tours. She volunteers for numerous nonprofits includ-
ing Downtown Danville Partnership and the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. She is also an advisory board 
member of the Hendricks Regional Health YMCA and 
helps to organize its Gobble Gallop 5k each Thanks-
giving. There, she also helped co-chair the YMCA’s 
annual Wings of Golf event that benefited the United 
Way for 10 years until the event came to a conclusion 
in 2018.

“You see her at almost every event as one of the 
main people putting events on,” said Sarah Ferguson, 
who started working for Visit Hendricks County a few 
weeks after Whetstone. 

The two have since grown to be close friends. 
“She has raised a lot of money for people who 

need it in the county,” Ferguson said. “There are a lot 
of events that would not have happened if she was 
not on committees, or they wouldn’t have happened 
the way they did. No matter what, she shows up.” 

There’s not one other person in the world like 
Whetstone, Ferguson said. 

“She lights up a room when she walks in,” she said. 
“She’s a really nice person to be around. She’s fun. 
She’s kind. It’s in her personality and DNA. She is just 
somebody that helps. 

Whetstone wants those around her to feel comfort-
able and have a good time, professionally and per-
sonally, bringing a wake of joy along the way. 

“She’ll work all day, do everything and you won’t 

hear one complaint,” Ferguson said. “She does it with 
a smile on her face.”

Whetstone’s volunteer efforts have been recog-
nized through the years when she was named the 
2013 recipient of Zup’s Imagination Award from the 
Hendricks County United Way and Wings of Golf and 
in 2011 when she was named one of the 46 Super 
Bowl XLVI Faces.

When she’s not working or volunteering, Whet-
stone enjoys spending time at the race track, Colts 
games, concerts and walking, bringing a spark to ev-
erything she does. 

“She’s an exceptionally vibrant person,” Bohler 
Smith said. “She loves things that light up.”

During a tour for seniors, Whetstone wanted to 
entertain them, so she brought out her collection of 
light up hats, including reindeer antlers, snowman 
hat and a Thanksgiving turkey. 

“It became a thing and carried over into the com-
munity,” Bohler Smith said, recalling a Visit Hendricks 
County gift guide several years ago where Whetstone 
donned her festive apparel. 

“One week Tracy would be in a snowman costume, 
the next week she’d be in an elf costume,” Bohler 
Smith said. “Our whole campaign is ‘what Tracy is go-
ing to be in this week?’ (Although) she’s not interest-
ed in public speaking, the idea was when you come 
to visit Hendricks County, Tracy Whetstone is the 
anchor.”

Tracy Whetstone and her dance partner Mark Adang, former instructor for Arthur Murray Dance Center, performed during Dancing 
with the Hendricks County Stars. (Photo provided by Deanna Hindsley)
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

By Peg McRoy Glover

After faithfully serving as a minister for 
45 years, pastor Steve White is retiring Jan. 
9. Thirty-five of those years were devoted 
to the congregation at Plainfield Christian 
Church, a church that was established 192 
years ago. 

He and his wife Diana moved to Plainfield 
in 1987 from his home church in Spring-
field, Ohio, where he served as an associate 
minister for a decade. 

“I have been so amazingly blessed being 
here,” said White. “It has been a great place 
to grow, to love and be loved.”

As he looks back over his 35 years at 
Plainfield Christian Church, he is most 

proud of being part of a 
staff that he considers to be 
great leaders of a wonder-
ful congregation of 3,000 
members.  

“We try to make Christi-
anity as real and honest as 
possible,” said White. “We 
are all imperfect, and we 

Roman Numerals
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Plainfield Christian pastor White to retire 
after four decades of work

Pine Tree Elementa-
ry School is one of two 
Indiana schools that 
earned the National El-
ementary and Second-

ary Education Act (ESEA) Distinguished School award for 
the 2020-21 school year. Pine Tree, one of six schools in 
Avon Community School Corporation, is recognized by 
the National Association of ESEA State Program Admin-
istrators (NAESPA) for excellence in closing the achieve-
ment gap between student groups in a Title I school. 

“We celebrate all who were involved in earning this 
honor,” said Karie Mize, long-time Pine Tree principal who 
transitioned into the principal role at White Oak Early 
Learning Center this school year. “As we continued our 
journey, we observed the change in ourselves and in our 
teaching. Subsequently, we observed the learning gap 
closing.” 

Mize noted professional development efforts and a 
staff-wide commitment to building a more responsive 
culture.

“The success of our students was a direct reflection of 
a significant change in adult priorities over the last three 
years,” said Karmesha Molton, former Pine Tree instruc-
tional coach and current Sycamore Elementary principal. 
“Our staff committed to studying culturally responsive 
teaching strategies. During a traumatic, divisive time, we 
were united to keep one another safe, healthy, and learn-
ing, and — most importantly — to ensure that everyone 
knew they had a significant role to play in our success.” 

More information about the program is available on 
the National ESEA Distinguished Schools website. More 
information on Indiana’s Title I schools is available on the 
Indiana Department of Education website. 

“We are proud of this award and for the incredible 
work of Pine Tree’s administrators, educators and stu-
dents that the award represents,” said Superintendent 
Scott Wyndham. “Our mission is ‘all belong, learn, and 
grow.’ This award is an affirmation of the results we can 
achieve when we work together to help all students suc-
ceed.” 

By Peg McRoy Glover

Dr. Rocky Singh, chief medical officer at IU 
Health Indianapolis suburban region, held an 
online news conference on Dec. 16 respond-
ing to questions and providing updates on 
COVID-19. Singh leads IU Health North, West, 
Saxony and Tipton hospitals. 

Question: Give a general overview of 
where we are now regarding COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations:

Answer: Indiana numbers for COVID cases and hospital-
izations are rapidly rising. As of this morning we had 3,058 
patients in our various hospitals throughout Indiana. To give 
you a comparison, we had 2,624 at the peak in September. 
We have already passed that by several hundred patients. 

We have 507 patients in our system right now that in-
cludes Methodist, University, IU Health West, North, Saxony, 
Tipton and Riley hospitals. IU West has 46 of those patients. 
There is a varying degree of sickness within these hospital 
admissions. Fourteen of these patients are on ventilators. 
We have been flexible in our intensive care unit beds, staff 
and personal protective equipment. We look at it on a day-
to-day and week-to-week basis. We can match the needs of 
beds, staff and equipment where it is needed. The majority 
of these patients are unvaccinated.

Question: Please update us on the omicron variant.
Answer: The omicron variant started in South Africa in 

September. We saw the first case in the United States in 
early December. As of this morning, it has been detected 
in over 30 states, but none had been detected in Indiana. 
Please keep in mind that not every COVID test detects the 
omicron variant. Our understanding from the CDC is that 

this strain will spread more easily than the original strain. 
Data on the spread of omicron compared to the delta vari-
ant has not become available yet. Vaccinations will continue 
to protect us on the severity of this illness, hospitalizations 
and deaths even against the omicron variant. We continue 
to wait for more information and guidance from the CDC. 
Our strategies continue to be the same with vaccinations, 
including the booster, using a face mask when appropriate 
and frequent hand washing. 

Question: It is being reported that the omicron vari-
ant doesn’t result in severe symptoms. If this is so, why 
is there so much concern?

Answer: We are closely monitoring this variant. We do need 
more data, and studies are being conducted to get more in-
formation. One thing we do know is that the omicron variant 
spreads more easily than the original strain. Early indications 
are that it is three to four times more transmissible than the 
original virus. 

Question: The Indiana National Guard has partnered 
with IU Health. Please give us an idea of how this pro-
gram is structured.

Answer: The Indiana National Guard has partnered with 
the Indiana Department of Health to provide teams of these 
guard members to support hospital staff. This is happening 
all across the state, not just IU Health. There are six mem-
bers to each National Guard team. Thirteen of our 16 hos-
pitals have the National Guard supporting us. They can be 
wherever we need them to be. 

Note: The six-member National Guard teams consist 
of two clinical and four non-clinical members. IU Health 
requested assistance from the National Guard on Dec. 9. 
These will have a two-week deployment with rotating 
teams. 

IU Health chief gives COVID-19 update 

Singh

are in this together. We want people to not 
only be ready for heaven but also to be able 
to lead a fuller life here on earth by walking 
with the Lord every day.”

While he feels uncertain about what he 
will do in retirement and will especially miss 
preaching in the pulpit, he has already be-
gun laying some groundwork. 

He ministers to businesses and their 
employees through Workforce Chaplains, 
an agency that matches up ministers with 
companies for spiritual guidance. He is liter-
ally going to take a leap of faith by taking 
on a new challenge as a stateside fundraiser 
for Tavriski Christian Institute, a Ukrainian 
undergraduate school that trains ministers.  

While the church leaders would like for 
him to stay a bit longer, in his heart he be-
lieves that it is time for him to pass the ba-
ton to someone younger with a fresh vision. 

His successor is Luke Proctor, the church’s 
current associate minister, who he refers to 
as a very gifted, humble guy who is a great 
communicator.  

He and Diana plan to stay in the area so 
they can remain close to their three children 
and their spouses as well as their seven 
grandchildren. 

Plainfield Christian Church senior minister Steve 
White plans to retire in January after serving 45 years, 
35 of those at PCC. (Photo provided by Plainfield 
Christian Church)
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By Peg McRoy Glover

Joan King Kisner co-manages Gallery 
on the Square in her Danville hometown 
with an energy and enthusiasm that ex-
emplifies her years of commitment to the 
vibrancy and health of the art world in 
Central Indiana.

Kisner is a Hoosier Salon artist who is 
known locally for her 31 years as an Eng-
lish, speech, theater and art teacher at 
Danville High School.

She started teaching in 1963, earn-
ing her associates degree from Sullins 
College in Bristol, Va., and her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from Indiana State 
University. 

In Central Indiana she is best known for 
her work in theater management and as 
an early organizer of the Talbot Street Art 
Fair, a well-known Indianapolis event that 
takes place each June on Talbott Street. 

In the summer of 1986, during her 
summer break from teaching, Kisner 
landed a job as entertainment director at 
Old Indiana Fun Park, an amusement park 
that was located near Thorntown. She 
spent nine summers as their entertain-
ment director. 

It was her opportunity to run her own 
theater in Nashville, Ind., that motivated 
her to leave Old Indiana Fun Park.  

“I have always been active in the vi-
sual arts and still am,” said Kisner. “But I 
truly loved my years in the performing 
arts. Years ago, my husband and I went 
down to Nashville for a weekend. There 
was a theater for sale and I thought, ‘Oh, 
we have a house on a lake down here in 
Brown County, and I could run a theater 
from there during the summer.’” 

Kisner and her husband owned and 
operated the Nashville Follies Musical 
Theatre for 12 years. She was writer, di-
rector and producer of many hit shows 
that featured singing, dancing and com-
edy.

According to Kisner, one comment in 
the theater’s guest book said that the 
shows presented at her theater were “bet-
ter than Branson.” (This reference means 
Branson, Mo., a town known for present-
ing great musical theater.)   

In the midst of teaching, working as an 
entertainment director, and running her 
own theater, Kisner helped grow and pro-
mote the Talbot Street Art Fair.  

“When I first got involved with Talbot 
in 1965 it was in its ninth year. It was 

smaller than it is today and down an al-
ley,” said Kisner. “I started as an exhibit-
ing artist and then was asked to volun-
teer as a spokesperson for them to be on 
television and radio. Since I had a theater 
background, I agreed because it was a 
natural fit.”

She also had fun appearing on various 
radio and television programs, but she 
didn’t stop with just appearing before the 
camera and microphone. 

Kisner became and is still very active 
behind the scenes for Talbot, a fair that 
has grown to be one of the largest in In-
dianapolis. 

She still juggles several artistic hats. 
While she co-manages Gallery on the 
Square, she continues to create and hone 
her skills in painting, photography and 
jewelry making. 

Find her work at the Danville gallery 
where shoppers might be able to interact 
with Kisner if she isn’t busy with Talbot or 
some other art project. 

Gallery on the Square is located at 51 S. 
Washington St., Danville.

Danville artist wears many hats
ICONICarts

Joan Kisner is a co-manager and exhibiting artist 
at Gallery on the Square in Danville. She taught in 
Danville for 31 years, managed her own theater 
and is an organizer for the Talbot Street Art Fair. 
(Photo by Peg McRoy Glover)

“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean  
and staff go above and beyond to make sure the customer  

is always happy. If you are looking for a honest and 
dependable place for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiffany P.

AC/EVAC &  
RECHARGE 

SPECIAL

$$898999 99 
(Normally $129.99)

With coupons only. Most cars.  
Not valid with any other offers. Exp 1/31/22

CODE:  ICON 

WINTER OIL 
CHANGE SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change 
Synthetic Blind Motor Oil Only

$$20202020
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax.  Most cars and light trucks  

up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off filters. With coupon. Not valid with any 
other offers. Canister filters extra if required. Exp 1/31/22

CODE: ICON  *offer not good for synthetic oil change

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com  
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

VOICES  OF  EXPER IENCE
Plainfield seniors Wilkerson, 
Rhodes wrapping up four-
year careers for Plainfield 

girls basketball
By Mike Beas

Plainfield’s 1,000 point club in basketball 
includes eight girls players and is always 
interested in welcoming new members.

Senior Ellie Wilkerson became the latest in 
the Quakers’ 64-22 victory at Martinsville on 
Dec. 17, the 5-foot 10-inch do-everything’s 
performance vaulting her into the scarcely-
traveled hoops universe in which career 
statistics actually require use of a comma.

Meanwhile, teammate Jozee Rhodes, 
a 6-foot center, continues to do climbing 
of her own. At 741 career points after the 
win against the Artesians, the 1,000-point 
milestone remains within reach. Rhodes 
would be much closer, but a torn right 
ACL sustained during her freshman season 
sidelined her for the final 10 games of the 
2018-19 season.

Wilkerson, who averages 14 points and 
6.3 rebounds, will eventually continue her 
basketball career at Davis & Elkins College, 
a Division II program in Elkins, W.Va. Rhodes 
carries statistical norms this season of 13.6 
points and 4.7 boards to help lead Plainfield 
to eight victories in its first 12 games.

Now in his 27th season as Plainfield girls 
basketball coach, Curt Benge has coached 
five of the eight players achieving the 
1,000-point milestone. The number grows 
to six should Rhodes wind up being the 
next to accomplish this feat.

“Both are very gifted athletes and leaders. 
These seniors all complement each other’s 
strengths well,” said Benge, whose career 
record was 404-207 after the Quakers won 
at Lafayette Harrison, 52-44, on Dec. 18. 
“One of the key things (Wilkerson and 

Our orthopedic and sports medicine specialist, 
Dr. Emily Cha, is currently accepting new patients. 
Call 317.944.9400 to schedule an appointment today.

Rhodes) bring is a voice of leadership.
“When you walk in our practices, you can 

hear their voices and see their enthusiasm.”
Wilkerson and Rhodes teamed to do a 

Q&A with ICON:

Q: Was 1,000 career points a goal of yours 
(Wilkerson)?

A: It definitely was. After my freshman 
season, I thought I could do it because 
I was on track to. It’s cool because not a 
lot of people achieve that, but it doesn’t 
really change anything. I definitely just 
have to keep playing.

Q: How has the adversity you went 
through early in your basketball career 
benefit you (Rhodes)?

A: It helped me because it showed me 
how much I wanted to play and made 
me work harder in everything. I wanted 
to make sure that every game I played 
was going to be my absolute best effort.

Q: How long have the two of you known 
one another and been basketball 
teammates (Wilkerson)?

A: I actually moved in from Kentucky 
in seventh grade and joined the other 

five (current) seniors. It was kind of 
difficult at first because they had all been 
together, but by eighth grade I felt more 
connected to them.

Q: After high school, what are your plans 
(Rhodes)?

A: I’ve actually received a full-ride to play 
women’s basketball at Indiana Wesleyan 
University. Right now, I’m thinking I’ll 
major in business management. I did 
have other offers, but I just like the tight-
knit community (IWU) is, and how they 
treat everyone like family.

Danville senior Braxton Fulwider is one of four 
basketball team captains. After playing football 
for the first time in six years, he now starts for the 
Warriors on the hardwood. (Photo by Dave Gansert)

Plainfield seniors Ellie Wilkerson (left) and Jozee Rhodes lead the team in scoring, Wilkerson reaching the 1,000 point career mark and Rhodes within reach of that 
number. (Photo by Dave Gansert)
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Debi’s first 3D mammogram saved her life. The advanced technology 

discovered her breast cancer early, at its most easily treatable stage. 

Together with the Hendricks Regional Health Breast Center, they mapped 

out a treatment plan that included surgery and radiation. Now Debi is 

celebrating five years as a breast cancer survivor.

We’re standing up to cancer — together. Request your yearly mammogram 

at Hendricks.org/Mammogram or call (317) 745-3404. 

Debi, Danville
Five-Year Cancer Survivor

“Ladies, get your 
mammograms.”
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

AVON

Mary Ann Bancroft
Mary Ann Bancroft, 96, passed away Dec. 12, 
2021. Services were held Dec. 18 at Eric M.D. Bell 
Funeral Home and Cremation Services, Pittsboro.

Phillip R. Bilyeu
Phillip R. Bilyeu, 72, passed away Dec. 10, 2021. He 
was born Aug. 19, 1949. Services were held Dec. 
10 at Lighthouse Christian Fellowship Church, 
Avon. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

Maxine D Carter 
Maxine D Carter, 79, passed away Dec. 8, 2021, 
She was born Oct. 22, 1942. Services were held 
Dec.13 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 

Pamela K. Clearwater
Pamela K. Clearwater, 67, passed away Dec. 20, 
2021. She was born Jan. 20, 1954. Services were 
held Dec. 30. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with arrangements. Donations

John A. Davis
John A. Davis, 68, passed away Nov. 26, 2021. He 
was born March 4, 1953. Services were held Dec. 
7 at Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services, Pittsboro. 

Gloria Branam Ferguson
Gloria Branam Ferguson, 82, passed away Dec. 16, 
2021. She was born Jan. 21, 1939. Services will be 
held at a later date. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Evan Gabriel Heck
Evan Gabriel Heck, 25, passed Dec. 18, 2021. 
He was born Aug. 16, 1996. Services were held 
Dec. 23 at Avon United Methodist Church, Avon. 
Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Kenneth M. Joy
Kenneth M. Joy, 56, passed away Dec. 14, 2021. 
He was born Sept. 21, 1965. Services were held 
Dec. 20 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Marlene E. Reed
Marlene E. Reed, 68, Avon, passed away Dec. 11, 
2021. She was born March 17, 1953. Services will 
be at 11 a.m. Dec. 21 at St. Christopher’s Catholic 
Church, Speedway. Contributions may be made 
to the American Lung Association. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Robert William Sieferman
Robert William Sieferman, 80, passed away 
Dec.16, 2021. He was born Jan. 28, 1941. Services 
were held Dec. 22 at St. Susanna Catholic Church, 
Plainfield. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with arrangements. Contributions 
may be made to the American Diabetes 
Association. 

Diana Jean (Powell) Williams
Diana Jean (Powell) Williams, 69, passed away 
Dec. 17, 2021. She was born April 20, 1952. 
Services were held Dec. 29 at Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon. Contributions may be made to 
the American Heart Association or American 
Federation for the Blind.

BROWNSBURG

Donald Earl Bragg 
Donald Earl Bragg, 80, passed away Dec. 3, 2021. 
She was born Oct. 13, 1941. No services are 
planned. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

David Lee-Allen Carpenter
David Lee-Allen Carpenter, 32, passed away Dec. 
11, 2021. He was born April 26, 1989. Services 
were held Dec. 21 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg. 

Donald Lee Downing
Donald Lee Downing, 87, passed away Dec. 9, 
2021. He was born Jan. 26, 1934. Services with 
military honors were held Dec. 16. Eric M.D. Bell 
Funeral Home and Cremation Services, Pittsboro, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Larry G. Hensley, Sr.
Larry G. Hensley, Sr., 77, passed away Dec. 20, 
2021. He was born June 12, 1944. Services will be 
at 6 p.m. Jan. 6 at Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service 
& Crematory, Mooresville. Contributions may be 
made to Curtain Call Dance Center Relay for Life 
fund, Indianapolis.

Patricia “Pat” Ann (Evans) 
Montgomery

Patricia “Pat” Ann (Evans) Montgomery, 72, passed 
away Dec. 18, 2021. She was born Jan. 6, 1949. 
Services were held Dec. 23 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg. 

James R. “Jim” Powell
James R. “Jim” Powell, 70, passed away Dec. 
18, 2021. He was born Dec. 9, 1951. Services 
were held Dec. 23, 2021 at Hall-Baker Funeral 
Home, Plainfield. Contributions may be made 
to the Powell Family Underprivileged Children’s 
Christmas Fund or the American Heart 
Association.

Roger Wayne Putty
Roger Wayne Putty, 57, passed away Dec. 7, 2021. 
He was born May 13, 1964. Services were held 
Dec. 18 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Taylor Shields
Taylor Shields, 28, passed away Dec. 16, 2021. He 
was born July, 27, 1993. Services were held Dec. 
22 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Bertha E. Sims
Bertha E. Sims, 84, passed away Dec. 12, 2021. She 
was born Aug. 7, 1937. Services were held Dec. 17 
at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Janet Mae Strange
Janet Mae Strange, 75, passed away Dec. 14, 
2021. She was born July 1, 1946. Services were 
held Dec. 22 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 

COATESVILLE

Gail L. Gerloff
Gail L. Gerloff, 65, passed away Dec. 19, 2021. She 
was born Oct. 8, 1956. No services are scheduled. 
Contributions may be made to Abbie Hunt Bryce 
Hospice Home, Indianapolis. Weaver & Randolph 
Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Chloie Jane Hayton
Chloie Jane Hayton, 85, passed away Dec. 20, 
2021. She was born Dec. 29, 1935. Private services 
will be held. Bousley Funeral Home, Coatesville, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

DANVILLE

Diana Marie Bennett
Diana Marie Bennett, 72, passed away Dec. 1, 
2021. She was born Dec. 27, 1948. Services were 
held Dec. 27. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.

Michelle Lynn Beavers
Michelle Lynn Beavers, 26, passed away Dec. 15, 
2021. She was born June 7, 1995. Services were 
held Dec. 20 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville.

Eileen J. Clark
Eileen J. Clark, 74, passed away Dec. 11, 2021. 
She was born Sept. 30, 1947. Services were held 
Dec.17 at Mary Queen of Peace Catholic Church, 
Danville. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with arrangements.

Alton “Ray” Musick
Alton “Ray” Musick, 73, passed away Dec. 4, 
2021. He was born Sept. 4, 1964. No services 
are planned. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with arrangements.

INDIANAPOLIS

Fred D. Richardson
Fred D. Richardson, 75, passed away Dec. 17, 
2021. He was born April 20, 1946. Services were 
held Dec. 28 at Church by the Side of the Road, 
Avon. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted 
with arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to the Church by the Side of the Road.

PLAINFIELD

Barbara Kay Ballou
Barbara Kay Ballou, 59, passed away Dec. 10, 
2021. She was born June 24, 1962. Services were 
held Dec. 17, 2021 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

William “Bill” August Burkett
William “Bill” August Burkett, 82, passed away 
Dec. 19, 2021. He was born July 7, 1939. Services 
were held Dec. 23 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield.

Ruth Ellen Bumgardner 
Ruth Ellen Bumgardner, 89, passed away Dec. 11, 
2021. She was born Nov. 29, 1932. Services were 
held Dec. 16. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Leona M. Guy
Leona M. Guy, 79, passed away Dec. 9, 2021.  
She was born Jan. 1, 1942. Services were held 
Dec.18. Baker-Hall Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with arrangements 

William “Dean” Hawver
William “Dean” Hawver, 89, passed away Dec. 11, 
2021. He was born Aug. 19, 1932. Services were 
held Dec. 21 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Contributions may be made to the 
charity of your choice.

Emerson Bradley Hofmann
Emerson Bradley Hofmann, passed away Dec. 11, 
2021. He was born Dec. 11, 2021. Services were 
held Dec. 18 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Contributions may be made to Riley 
Children’s Foundation.

Juanita Paul
Juanita Paul, 99, passed away Dec. 13, 2021. She 
was born Jan. 6. 1922. Services were held Dec. 16 
at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Cynthia A. Ragsdale
Cynthia A. Ragsdale, 68, passed away Dec. 17, 
2021. She was born June 2, 1953. Services were 
held Dec. 21 at St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 
Mooresville. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with arrangements. Contributions 
may be made to Riley Children’s Foundation. 

William “Bill” Trump
William “Bill” Trump, 73, passed away Dec. 12, 
2021. He was born March 20, 1948. Services 
will be held at a later date. Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

ROACHDALE

William “Bill” Larry Majors
William “Bill” Larry Majors, 74, passed away Dec. 
16, 2021. He was born Oct. 12, 1947. Private 
services will be scheduled. Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg, was entrusted with arrangements.

Cheryl Lynn May
Cheryl Lynn May, 76, passed away Dec. 18, 2021. 
She was born Dec. 26, 1944. Services will be held 
at a later date. Baker Funeral Home, Danville, was 
entrusted with arrangements. Contributions may 
be made to the American 
Heart Association or 
the American Cancer 
Society. 

COMMUNITY
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4 8 5
2 5 4

9 3 2 6
5 8 6

1 8
6 7 9

7 8 6 5
3 1 9

9 8 4

3 Broad Ripple Avenues
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Sweater Materials
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Old Oaken Bucket 
Teams

____________________
____________________

1 Colts Ring of Honor Inductee
______________________

5 Famous Reindeer
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Peanuts Characters
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65 66

67 68 69

70 71 72

Across
1. Indiana’s Lincoln
4. First name in jeans
8. Fancy tie
13. Indiana Jones (Peoples 
Temple leader who ordered 
a mass suicide)
14. Indiana Jones (ex-Pacer 
who is the Phoenix Suns 
GM)
15. Instruct a Pittsboro El-
ementary School class
16. “Much ___ About 
Nothing”
17. Hoosier Vapor inventory
18. Out of practice
19. Shoulder “cuff”
21. Amherst school where 
IU grad Kumble Subbas-
wamy is the chancellor, for 
short
23. Hoosier National Forest 
homes
24. Piano part
25. Mediocre
28. Pampers, perhaps
31. Pester
32. Nude
35. Colonel Lilly
36. Obstacle used at Dan-
ville HS track meets
38. ___ for the ride
40. PU Big Ten foe
42. Colts field goal points

43. Thingamajig
45. “For shame!”
47. Purina 
competitor
48. NASA’s Grissom
49. Ridicule
52. Biblical place
54. Restroom sign
55. WTLC ads
58. Snake poison
60. I-70 wreck
62. Old Olds
64. Lay to rest
66. Sense of self
67. Burn soother
68. Indiana Jones 
(ChaCha founder)
69. Indiana Jones 
(former Urban 
League prez with his 
name on an airport 
expressway)
70. Hampton Inn, e.g.
71. Hendricks County 
Fair farm femmes
72. Bard’s “before”

Down
1. Slightly open
2. Make an offer at Vicary 
Auctions
3. Overact
4. Polo shirt brand
5. Arab ruler
6. Relax, informally

7. ICON editions
8. Gillette razor
9. Whoville creator
10. Indiana Jones (reigning 
Miss Indianapolis)
11. Hendricks County Inter-
national Festival mo.

12. Lord’s Prayer pronoun
14. Andy Mohr Volkswagen 
model
20. Climb
22. Debunked idea
24. Indiana Jones (Indy city 
councillor)
26. Site of the Washington 
County Courthouse
27. Curved moldings
29. “Evil Woman” band, 
briefly
30. Ump’s call
32. Brownsburg Police ID
33. Spoken
34. Indiana Jones (former 
Butler basketball player 
who is an assistant coach at 
UIndy)
37. Indy Zoo horned beasts
39. Flit about
41. ___ Indianapolis (WWII 
ship)
44. Floor model
46. Destinies
50. Guilty of neglect
51. IMA dizzying genre
53. Cowardly Lion song: “If I 
Only Had the ___”
56. The ones here
57. Biggby Coffee sweetener
59. Zionsville painter: Nancy 
___
60. Stash
61. Pear, for one
62. Firepit residue
63. Thai neighbor
65. Sarge, say

Answers on 
Page 19

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 1/31/2022

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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EVENTScalendar

DECEMBER
31 Friday
Cornfield Mafia at Whiskey Bent
9 p.m., Whiskey Bent Bar & Grill, 5250 E. U.S. 
36, Avon. Join for country music. facebook.
com/CornfieldMafiaMusic

31Friday
Noon Year’s Eve
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., The Shops at 
Perry Crossing, 2499 Perry Crossing Way, 
Plainfield, will host a family-friendly 
celebration and countdown to noon on 
New Year’s Eve with sweet treats featuring a 
balloon drop. Before the main event, enjoy a 
magic show, dance party and face painting. 
Registration is required at perry-crossing.
com/event/Noon-Years-Eve/2145557288.

JANUARY
Now - Jan. 2
Penguin Park
115 S. County Road 575, Avon. Tickets: 
$8, kids under three and spectators are 
free. Concessions available. Check website 
for skate hours that change weekly. 
washingtontwpparks.org/penguin-park.htm

Ongoing through January
Friends of the Library sale
24/7 virtual sale, Danville-Center Township 
Public Library Friends of the Danville Public 
Library will have a virtual sale including 
wall pictures, chairs, bean bags chairs 
and smaller items. There are also books, 
DVDs and magazines. Visit dplindiana.org. 
Questions: (317) 745-2604 or email dplfol@
dplindiana.org. 

2 Sunday
First Year Hike
2-3 p.m., Pock Woods at Pecar Park, 5203 E. 
CR 150 N, Avon. Meet the naturalist at Pecar 
Park Nature Center and then head to the 
newest trail. washingtontwpparks.org

3 Monday
Miniature Piñata
3:15-4:15 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Teens 
can make a cardboard celebratory miniature 
piñata. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

3 Monday
Open Game Night
6-7 p.m. Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 

Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Adults learn 
to play a game from the massive table top 
game collection. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

4 Tuesday
Internet Basics
6-7 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Seniors and 
adults can join this interactive workshop 
on how to get on the internet, use Google 
and other computer skills. plainfieldlibrary.
libnet.info

6 Thursday
Beginning Blackout Poetry
5:30-6 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Children 
learn about different forms of poetry 
and create an original blackout poem. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

8 Saturdays through Jan. 29
Westside United Winter Soccer Camp
8-9 a.m. U4-U8 players, 9-10 a.m. U9-U11 
players and 10-11 a.m. U12-14, Go West 
Sports Indoor Center, 9225 W. 10th St., 
Indianapolis. Cost: $50 per player, $10 
sibling discount. $60 after Jan. 5. Players do 
not have to be members of Westside United 
to participate. Register at wsusoccer.com.

8 Saturday
In the Gallery: In Stitches
All day, Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library, 1120 Stafford Road. This month’s 
gallery features needlecraft works by 
members of the revamped Fiber Fanatics 
group. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

8 Saturday
Planning for Multiple Uses of Parks
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Hendricks County Parks 
& Recreation main office, 955 E. Main St., 
Danville. Teens join Hendricks County Parks 
& Recreation staff to explore what it’s like to 
work in a park office, different careers within 
the parks system, recommended education 
levels and what it takes to be a parks 
superintendent. hendrickscountyparks.org/
event/planning-for-multiple-uses-of-parks

9 Sunday
New Year, New You
2-3 p.m., Washington Township Park, 
115 S. CR 575, Avon. Christy Roberts, 
Emerging Health, will share ideas for 
nutrition and daily routines to start 2022 
on a healthy path. Cost: $15 per person. 
washingtontwpparks.org/new-year-new-
you.html

11 Tuesday
50 Historic Buildings of Plainfield: A Visual 
Journey
6:30-7:45 p.m, Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Watch 
Plainfield history come alive in this pictorial 
presentation by Sarah Wright, featuring 50 
historic buildings and homes featured in 
her newly published book. plainfieldlibrary.
libnet.info

13 Thursday
Beginning Farmer Workshop 
7-8:30 p.m. Thursdays Jan. 13-March 10, 
online through  Purdue Extension. Learn 
how to address the realities of starting a 
farm, assess farming assets, define realistic 
goals and create feasible plans to achieve 
those goals. Register by Jan. 3 at cvent.
me/284l4G. 

13 Thursday
Snowstorm in a Jar
4:30-5 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. 
Children learn how snow forms and 
create a snowstorm in this simple science 
experiment. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

15 Saturday
Pocket Monsters Hike 
10-11 a.m., W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park, 
4521 Gibbs Road, Danville. New or veteran 
Pokémon trainers, come and take a guided 
hike in the Gibbs Safari zone and add to 
your Pokémon GO Pokedex. Meet at the 
Turtle Crawl trail near the fishing dock. 
Note: Pokémon GO App has a free app that 
can be used during this free program. There 
is no internet service at Gibbs, so download 
app before arrival. Program for ages 5-adult. 
Hendrickscountyparks.org

18 Tuesday
DIY Felt Animals
3:15-4:15 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Teens, 
sew a fox, hedgehog or frog using felt 
and stuffing. Materials will be provided. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

24 Monday
Master Gardening Basic Training Classes
1-4 p.m. or 6-9 p.m., Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. 
Classes hosted by Purdue Extension will run 
every Monday from Jan. 24-May 2. Contact: 
Jeff Pell, jpell@purdue.edu or (317) 745-
9260.

Beef & Boards audiences decide show’s ending

Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre’s 2022 Season opener “Shear Madness” will be on 
stage through Feb. 5. This murder mystery takes place in a not-so-typical Indianapolis 
hair salon, and the audience decides how it ends. 

Suspected of murdering an old lady above the salon are (from left) Tony Whitcomb 
(played by Daniel Klingler), Mrs. Eleanor Shubert (Suzanne Stark) and Barbara DeMar-
co (Jenny Reber) For tickets, visit beefandboards.com or call the box office at (317) 
872-9664. (Photo provided by Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre)



December 31, 2021
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
15

Thanks for the year of laughs

EDITORIAL

Finding the true 
meaning in the 

Christmas season
The turkey was put away and that 

means the countdown is on, and the rat 
race of the Christmas holiday season has 
officially begun.

“Do I have time to buy just one more 
present?”

“Should I get that new serving bowl to 
out- do Aunt Virginia’s from last year?”

“Do I have the best sheets out for the 
in-laws?”

“Do my holiday decorations outshine 
the neighbors drab looking ones?”

Do these questions sound ridiculous? 
They should. So many of us have a mis-
conception — a distorted view — of the 
holiday season. Each holiday season for 
many of us is about incessantly being 
bigger and better and outdoing.

The “stuff” (lights, presents, cutlery, etc.) 
doesn’t matter. The memories of time 
spent with loved ones do matter. The focus 
of the holiday season must be brought 
back to families and family time. Family 
isn’t necessarily blood relation. Family is 
that close knit group of people who love 
you and accept you for being, well, you! 
If you truly have to worry about thread 
count on sheets for your holiday get to-
gether, then there is a problem. What shift-
ing your line of thought?

What are you teaching your children? 
Your grandchildren? Nieces, nephews 
and cousins? When the focus on the 
holiday season just becomes about in-
animate objects that hold no emotional 
value, then priorities are out of whack.

This world has enough money and 
priceless heirlooms. What it doesn’t have 
is memories of love and understanding 
and acceptance. What gifts can you give 
to those around that cannot be pur-
chased? Are you more concerned with 
getting than giving? If so, maybe you 
need a shift in your thoughts.

Yes, we want 
your letters

Readers of the Hendricks County 
ICON are encouraged to send letters 
to the editor as often as they wish. The 
stipulations are that the letter is timely, 
focused (not more than 200 words) and 
verifiable. Please make sure to provide 
your complete name and daytime and 
evening telephone contact numbers. All 
letters are subject to editing for brevity, 
clarity and grammar. Please direct corre-
spondence to cathy@icontimes.com

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

The 180 Alliance, which includes 
Hendricks and surrounding 

counties, was awarded $20 million in 
READI grant funding. These are state-
funded regional grants to boost 
economic opportunities, housing, 
connectivity, recreation and other 
amenities.

A shopper reporter her wallet 
stolen in Avon while shopping 

and then used to purchase goods at 
another nearby store. 

Plainfield’s Brentwood Bots, 
fourth and fifth grade students, 

participated in their first competition of 
the season Dec. 11 and brought home 
Brentwood Elementary’s first robotics 
trophy for winning the Skills Challenge 
championship, which is a combined 
score of driving and programming. The 
Brentwood Bots A’s skills score is 
currently ranked 13th in the world, 
fourth in the U.S. and first in Indiana.

Nominated by a resident Nicole 
Abernathy, Mike Clark was 

named the November recipient of the 
Avon NOVA award for community 
impact.

Hendricks County Community 
Foundation presented the B&O 

Trail Association with a 2021 Communi-
ty Impact Grant that will help build the 
parking lot at 500 E in Brownsburg and 
kick off construction of the new section 
of the trail this summer. 

Avon PD officers participated in 
the annual Shop With A Cop 

event to build relationships with families 
and kids in partnership with the 
Hendricks County FOP and Avon Meijer.

By Dick Wolfsie

Every year about this time, I look back 
with appreciation at the people, places and 
predicaments that made it into my column 
during the past 12 months. So, thanks to…

My brother-in-law Tom who last Christ-
mas gave me an Apple Watch: I am not tech 
savvy, but Tom told me not to worry. “Many 
have been intimidated, but with a little pa-
tience you will find it all worthwhile.” This 
was the exact advice he gave me when I 
told him I was going to marry his sister.

To IKEA stores that had to withdraw their 
Swedish meatballs temporarily because 
there were traces of horsemeat in the prod-
uct: In racing terminology, horses are not 
withdrawn. But no shopper wants to hear 
over the loudspeaker, “Effective immediate-
ly, we are scratching our meatballs.”

To the mice that have infiltrated our 
house the past year: My wife favored the 
catch-and-release traps, so we took them 
back to the woods after we captured them. 
Heard in the forest…

MOUSE 1 — “Hey Myron, have you been 
to the Wolfsie home lately?”

MOUSE 2 — “Is it worth the trip?”
MOUSE 1 — “It’s awesome. You walk into 

this container and there’s a morsel of pea-
nut butter. The little door closes behind you. 
These people then pick up the container 
and give you a free ride back to the woods. 
Next day, back for more treats. I mean, are 
humans really that dumb?”

To the makers of our new toaster who, in 
the directions, warn against using toasters 
for any other purpose, like six of them to 
heat an extra bedroom: Their liability is lim-
ited to the price of the appliance. So, if the 
toaster ignites and burns down your half 
million dollar-home, a check for $29.95 is in 
the mail. No questions asked. 

To all the critters in our backyard — 
deer, rabbits, birds and squirrels that are so 

enjoyable to watch: We used to have rac-
coons, but when they lifted the mask man-
date in Indiana, the little bandits felt self-
conscious and we haven’t seen them since. 

To my doctor, whose new Medicare ques-
tionnaire really stumped me: It asked how 
all my aunts and uncles died. I had no clue. 
We were not a close-knit family. I called my 
brother.

“Peter, it’s Dick.”
“Dick who?”
“Very funny. I have a question about Un-

cle Sid’s death.”
“Oh, I’m sorry to hear that. When did he 

die?”
“1978.”
To the Prevagen people who make a pill 

that supposedly improves your memory: 
Mary Ellen and I both took the pills for a few 
weeks. One night Mary Ellen was arguing 
with me. “I am angry because you once told 
me I was starting to look a little chubby in a 
bathing suit.”

“Wow, that was 35 years ago.”
“I know, I just remembered.”
To my barber and dentist, both of whom 

I returned to in 2021 after a year of not hav-
ing an appointment with either one due to 
COVID-19 restrictions: I think I mixed them 
up. Who tilted me back in the chair and said, 
“This won’t hurt”? And do I tip the barber or 
the dentist? I believe I should tip the dentist. 
After 25 years with him, I still have all my 
teeth. My hair? Not so much. By the way, I 
can’t remember whether it was my dentist or 
my barber who told me to brush twice a day.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“Be always at war 
with your vices, at 

peace with your 
neighbors, and let 
each New Year find 
you a better man.” 

– Benjamin Franklin

QUOTE

VIEWS

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsensical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll share 
one with you …

New Jersey is known for its “light trespass” laws because towns regulate outdoor light displays deter-
mined to be excessive or directed toward a neighbor’s house in an intrusive or annoying way.

STRANGE LAW
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By Dr. Emily Cha

Do you struggle to 
stay active in the winter? Doctors rec-
ommend that adults get 150 minutes of 
activity per week, a goal that can be hard 
to meet when the weather gets dreary. 
Staying active is important for your overall 
health and can lower blood pressure, im-
prove circulation, boost levels of good cho-
lesterol and much more.

Make a plan.
Establish a schedule to set yourself up 

for success. Many prefer to work out right 
before or after work or school, but decide 
what feels right for you. Start by think-
ing about activities you like to do, and see 
which can be modified to be done indoors 
or in cold weather. Then, create a routine 
that outlines what you’ll do on each day 
and for how long. Making a plan before 
working out often helps to keep you on 
track and focused on the activity you’re 
completing. 

Make the small things count.
Whether it’s opting for the stairs instead 

of the elevator or parking further from a 
store’s entrance, it’s important to make the 
small things count. If your day ends after 
the sun sets, taking a short walk outside 
during your lunch break may be the best 

opportunity to get your daily dose of vita-
min D.

Check out online resources.
Today, we have a world of resources at 

our fingertips. See what exercise videos 
can be found online and get moving. You 
can even search for specific workouts, like 
pilates, cycling and yoga. Many studios 
offer virtual training sessions that can be 
done from the comfort of your home with 
little to no equipment. Find what works 
best for you and you’ll be working out at 
home in no time. 

Join a local gym or recreation center.
Joining a gym or recreation center gives 

you access to hundreds of training op-
tions. From free weights to treadmills and 
sometimes a pool, these centers give you 
the freedom of variety to work on all parts 
of your physical health. Many gyms offer a 
robust schedule of fitness classes for their 
patrons to sample. 

Stay active during cold weather
NUTRITION

Dr. Emily Cha is an orthopedic surgeon 
at IU Health West Hospital in Avon. Visit 
iuhealth.org or call (317) 217-3000.

A NEW PATH TO HEALING
 Mental Health and Addiction Recovery

We offer:
•  Acute psychiatric inpatient care for adolescents and adults
•  Substance use detoxification for adults
•  Residential treatment for adolescent girls ages 12 to 17
•  Partial Hospitalization for adults with psychiatric needs
•  Intensive Outpatient substance use programs for adults
•  Intensive Outpatient Programs for adolescents

We accept Medicare, TRICARE®, Indiana Medicaid Care Plans, and most commercial insurance plans. TRICARE® is a registered trademark of the Department of Defense, Defense 
Health Agency. All rights reserved. Physicians are on the medical staff of Valle Vista Health System, but, with limited exceptions, are independent practitioners who are not employees 

or agents of Valle Vista Health System. The facility shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians. For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-
discrimination notice, visit our website. 211436-2322 8/21

HEALTH SYSTEM

65 Airport Parkway, Suite 104
Greenwood, IN 46143

866-883-5330 (toll-free)
317-883-5330 (direct)
newvistatreatment.com

898 East Main Street
Greenwood, IN 46143

800-447-1348
Fax: 317-859-4320

vallevistahospital.com

No-cost assessments available. 
Open 24/7 and walk-ins are welcome.
Call 800-447-1348 to find out more.
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“HCCF is dear to my heart 
because it serves all of 
Hendricks County, not 
just one city. The staff are 
so dedicated and the 
entire organization is 
committed to bettering 
our community while our community while 
providing a vehicle for 
people to give back – 
which I love.”
 
- Nick Jaworski
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Will God give more 
than you can handle?

DEVOTIONAL
By Craig White 

God won’t give you 
more than you can handle … right? It’s a 
common misconception and a phrase that 
Christians sometimes say in tough situ-
ations. But is that phrase actually in the 
Bible? 

It is believed that 
this phrase stems 
from 1 Corinthians 
10:13 which says, 
“No temptation 
has overtaken you 
except what is com-
mon to mankind. 
And God is faithful; 
he will not let you 
be tempted beyond 
what you can bear. 
But when you are 
tempted, he will 
also provide a way 
out so you can en-
dure.” 

In this scripture, Paul is talking about 
temptation, not suffering. Temptation and 
suffering are different. Although we face 
both temptation and suffering in life, the 
suffering is not by choice.

We read stories throughout the Bible of 
people who were tempted in situations. 
Matthew 4:1-11 records when Jesus was 
tempted by Satan for 40 days in the wilder-
ness. What we find is when we are tempted, 
God always gives us a way out. 

We can learn two lessons when suffering. 
First, we learn to trust in God’s presence. 

In difficult situations, people tend to do 
things like pray more often and show up 
to church more regularly. When bad times 
come, our trust level goes up. Never let the 
presence of a storm cause you to doubt the 
presence of God in your life.

Second, in hard places we can tap into 

God’s power through prayer. Paul was given 
a thorn in his flesh, and he prayed that it 
would be taken away three times. 

In 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 Paul writes, “There-
fore, in order to keep me from becoming 

conceited, I was 
given a thorn in my 
flesh, a messenger 
of Satan, to torment 
me. Three times I 
pleaded with the 
Lord to take it away 
from me. But he said 
to me, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you, for 
my power is made 
perfect in weak-
ness.’ Therefore, I will 
boast all the more 
gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may 

rest on me.” 
To tap into God’s power, we need to see 

these thorns in our flesh as an opportunity 
to grow. Decide today that, “This is the day 
the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be 
glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24). This type of atti-
tude will cause those around you to notice 
and give opportunity to point towards Je-
sus.

God may give us more than we can han-
dle, but he also gives us his presence and 
his power to make it through. No situation is 
bigger than God can handle.

Craig White is the lead pastor at 
Crossroads Church in Avon. Visit 
welcometocrossroads.org or call (317) 
838-9100 for more information.

SACRED SPACE

God may give us more 
than we can handle, 

but he also gives us his 
presence and his power 
to make it through. No 
situation is bigger than 

God can handle.

MONDAY - JANUARY 3RD - 10:00 A.M.
COMMERCIAL GRADE WOODWORKING TOOLS 

2020 BUICK ENVISION ESSENCE SPORT 
1977 CADILLAC SEDAN DEVILLE 

ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE 
GLASSWARE - COLLECTIBLES – PRIMITIVES 

STERLING SILVER - TOOLS - LAWN & GARDEN 
HUSQVARNA PZ60 ZTR RIDING MOWER 

ROUGH SAWN LUMBER - UTILITY TRAILER

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!! 
OWNER:  Several Consignors 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  10% Buyer’s Premium.
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122
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Brown County offers a scenic road 
trip no matter what time of year

LIFESTYLE

Don Knebel is a local resident who works for 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP. For the full column 
visit donknebel.com. You may contact him at 
editorial@youarecurrent.com.

By Don Knebel

About 350 million 
years ago, a shallow inland lake covered 
most of Southern Indiana. Over time, sedi-
ment created layers of soft rock, eventually 
lifted by tectonic forces and eroded by flow-
ing waters to fashion hills and valleys. 

Glaciers stopped just north of what is 
now Brown County, leaving it probably the 
most picturesque county in Indiana, with 
deep ravines and tree-covered hills. 

In 1836, European settlers founded the 
town of Jacksonburg as the Brown County 
seat. With a population of 270, the town was 
incorporated as Nashville in 1872. Artists 
from around the country began coming to 
the area after nationally acclaimed impres-
sionist painter T. C. Steele made his home 
on a remote hilltop south of Nashville in 
1907. In 1929, Brown County State Park 
opened near Nashville.

Today, Brown County State Park’s 16,000 
acres and miles of trails attract about 1.3 
million visitors each year, many entering 
through a covered wooden bridge in the fall 
when the colors are the most spectacular. 

Nearby Nashville, with a population of 

about 1,000, features more than 100 locally-
owned shops and tourist attractions. The 
Brown County Courthouse, built in the 
1870s, is a nationally registered historic 
landmark as is the F. P. Taggart Department 
Store Building. It now houses the Hobnob 
Corner Restaurant, a local favorite. 

Southeast of town along Salt Creek, the 
Brown County Music Center opened Aug. 
24, 2019, with a sold-out performance by 
Vince Gill. The county built the  $12.5 mil-
lion 2,000-seat facility to replace the famous 
Nashville Opry that was destroyed by fire 
in 2009. That venue once attracted country 
music lovers from around the country. Willie 
Nelson is currently scheduled to appear at 
the new center on April 25, as a part of his 
farewell tour, with a handful of remaining 
tickets going for more than $500 each.

TRAVEL

A trip to Brown County offers hiking, shopping and visits to historic sites such as the Brown County Courthouse.  
(Photo by Don Knebel)

TsT Construction, LLC
Tip of the Month

By Tom S. Truesdale

317-550-8677
Plainfield, IN   •   thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com

Residential Renovations  •  Home Additions   
Garages and Detached Buildings  •  Roofing   

Interior and Exterior Contracting  •  Build to Suit

Floor Plan Changes
Floor plan changes can be applied to almost 
any interior renovations: The winter season is a 
great time to complete projects on the inside 
of your home. This month I will provide some 
general thoughts regarding floor plan changes 
that can be applied to most bathroom, 
kitchen, basement and garage renovations.

1.  Relocation of a wall can be simple or com-
plicated depending on the situation but can 
provide a great solution to square footage 
needs by combining 2 rooms into one:

• Evaluate if the wall is load bearing.

•  If a load bearing wall, a beam will need to 
be installed to carry the load.

•  Determine the size of the opening desired 
between the adjacent rooms.

•  Example: Opening up a wall between a 
kitchen and a dinning room can provide an 
open concept that makes the existing space 
much more efficient.

2.  Adding a wall / doorway to an open bonus 
room can create an additional bedroom:

•  The bedroom must have an exterior win-
dow.

• If in a basement, egress codes must be met.

3.  Opening a wall in a bathroom into an adja-
cent closet or bedroom can capture space 
creating a larger bathroom:

•  Tub, sink and toilet relocation is generally 
necessary to make this strategy successful.

•  A master bath can be created by installing a 
connection between rooms.

4.  Enclosing a garage door can create ad-
ditional living space. Many things must be 
considered in a garage repurpose project:

• Exterior finish

• HVAC

• Electrical

Floor plan changes can be a great way to 
solve existing space problems and make the 
square footage of your home more efficient. 
The examples above are greatly simplified for 
the sake of this brief article; time should be 
taken planning and evaluating existing con-
ditions and scope of work before beginning 
construction. Designing with consideration of 
all the options and costs is key before begin-
ning construction to achieve a successful 
project. As always, consult with TsT Construc-
tion before starting your project. Have a great 
holiday season and I hope this month’s tips 
are helpful, please do not hesitate to call if 
you have any questions.

TsT Construction, LLC
Helping people one job at a time...

32D01-2112-EU-000306
STATE OF INDIANA )    IN THE HENDRICKS COUNTY SUPERIOR
 ) SS:    COURT PROBATE DIVISION
COUNTY OF HENDRICKS )   CAUSE NO.
IN THE MATTER OF THE UNSUPERVISED  )
ESTATE OF ROYCE MITCHELL BAUER   )
DECEASED.    )

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 
TO: ALL CREDITORS
In the Superior Court of Hendricks County, Indiana.
Notice is hereby given that Sue Ellen Pouch was on the 12/7/2021
appointed Personal Representative of the estate of Royce Mitchell Bauer, deceased.
All persons who have claims against this estate, whether or not now due, must file the claim in the office 

ofthe clerk ofthis court within three (3) months from the date ofthe first publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, or the claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Danville, Indiana, 12/7/2021

    
     Clerk, Hendricks County Superior Court

32D01-2112-EU-000306
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Consider replacing invasive grasses 
this winter with native varieties

LIFESTYLE

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

In the late 1980s, two 
horticultural pioneers, Wolfgang Oehme 
and Kurt Bluemel, heavily influenced land-
scape design. They promoted the use of 
decorative grasses in public spaces and 
home landscapes. 

Within just a few years, beautiful varieties 
of hardy clumping grasses became available 
and found a place in both commercial and 
residential landscapes. The genus Miscan-
thus sinensis aka “Maiden Grass” has about 
20 species and a wide variety of cultivars. 
Native to China, Japan and Korea and is the 
dominant species in Japan’s grasslands.

Miscanthus sinensis cultivars are the most 
widely planted non-native clump grasses in 
Europe and North America. Dwarf variet-
ies (3-4 feet tall) such as ’Little Zebra,’ ‘Little 
Kitten’ and ‘Adagio’ fit into small gardens 
and borders, while larger varieties (7-12 feet 
tall) like ‘Gracillimus,’ ‘Morning Light,’ ‘Porcu-
pine’ and ‘Silver Feather’ excel as specimens, 
backgrounds and screens. 

After decades of use, some horticulturists 
have been sounding the alarm. The strengths 
that make miscanthus a durable, adaptable 
garden plant also qualify it for naturalizing in 
habitats far beyond its origins. 

Older “antique” varieties require long, hot 
summers to set viable seed, which is why 
they are not usually planted south of the 
Ohio River. However, newer cultivars were 
developed to flower (and set seed) in short-
er seasons. So, unfortunately, these newer 
varieties have become prolific self-sowers. 
The generally warming climate has also re-
sulted in even the older varieties becoming 
invasive in Central Indiana. 

It’s increasingly common to see graceful 

 Invasive grasses are slowly taking root in Indiana. 
Consider planting native varieties while making 
plans for spring landscapes. (Photo by John Chapin)

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 13

A B E L E V I A S C O T
J I M J A M E S T E A C H
A D O E C I G S R U S T Y
R O T A T O R U M A S S

N E S T S K E Y S O S O
C A T E R S T O N A G

B A R E E L I H U R D L E
A L O N G O S U T H R E E
D O O D A D T S K I A M S
G U S D E R I S I O N
E D E N M E N S P O T S

V E N O M S M A S H U P
A L E R O I N T E R E G O
S A L V E S C O T T S A M
H O T E L S O W S E R E

1 4 8 9 6 2 3 5 7
2 3 6 7 5 1 4 9 8
5 7 9 3 8 4 1 2 6
3 2 5 8 4 9 7 6 1
9 1 7 6 3 5 2 8 4
8 6 4 1 2 7 9 3 5
7 8 2 4 9 6 5 1 3
4 5 3 2 1 8 6 7 9
6 9 1 5 7 3 8 4 2

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Characters: CHARLIE, LINUS, LUCY, PIGPEN, SNOOPY, WOODSTOCK; 
Reindeer: COMET, CUPID, DASHER, RUDOLPH, VIXEN; Materials: ANGORA, CASHMERE, COTTON, WOOL; Av-
enues: CARROLLTON, COLLEGE, GUILFORD; Teams: INDIANA, PURDUE; Inductee: ROBERT MATHIS

clumps of miscanthus growing along high-
ways across Indiana (see photo). While not 
yet a serious threat to local habitats, the po-
tential for problems is real. Luckily, there are 
wonderful, beautiful native grasses home-
owners should consider replacing their mis-
canthus with in their gardens or landscapes. 

Varieties of native Little Bluestem, Big 
Bluestem, Switch Grass and Prairie Drop-
seed make beautiful garden additions. They 
combine nicely with native wildflowers as 
well. This is something to think about over 
the winter.

Happy Gardening!

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2021 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-21.
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DECEMBER
24

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER
31

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER
25

No Pickup

JANUARY
1

No Pickup

DECEMBER
26

1 Day Delay

JANUARY
2

1 Day Delay

DECEMBER
27

1 Day Delay

JANUARY
3

1 Day Delay

DECEMBER
28

1 Day Delay

JANUARY
4

1 Day Delay

DECEMBER
29

1 Day Delay

JANUARY
5

1 Day Delay

DECEMBER 
21

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER 
22

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER 
23

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER 
24

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER 
25

No Pickup

DECEMBER 
27

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER 
28

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER 
29

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER 
30

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER 
31

Normal Pickup

JANUARY 
1

No Pickup

DECEMBER 
20

Normal Pickup


