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Hendricks Regional Health employees,  
patients have high COVID infection rates

Hendricks Regional Health is experiencing the 
highest number of COVID-19 
hospitalizations and employee 
infections since the beginning of 
the pandemic.  

As of Jan. 6, HRH President 
& CEO Kevin Speer reported 51 
hospitalized COVID-19 patients, 
and the hospital is testing about 
700 individuals daily. Close to 
90 staff members have tested 
positive, taking them out of the 
workforce. 

All of their 14 intensive care beds were full Jan. 
6, and six to eight COVID-19 patients were being 
cared for in emergency departments at their Dan-
ville and Brownsburg hospitals. 

Speer asked the staff to narrow medical activ-
ity and eliminate procedures not related to the 
care of the sickest patients. 

HRH is continuing to change, modify and 
review their surgical protocols, evaluating 
all surgical procedures to avoid unnecessary 

hospitalizations. They will continue to accommo-
date necessary medical procedures that require 
in-patient care. 

“We learned from the first go-around when we 
were told to shut down services that there was a 
tremendous negative impact on our patients and 
community,” said Speer. “We are doing every-
thing to avoid that as we move forward. We are 
in a constant hiring mode right now and in a full-
court press to hire and retain folks to provide care 
for our community.”

Getting vaccinated and boosters remains a 
priority. 

“The omicron variant is very infectious, and 
being fully vaccinated (with a booster) is not bul-
letproof,” said Dr. Michelle Fenoughty, senior vice 
president of medical affairs and chief medical of-
ficer. “But, we are finding that the people who are 
fully vaccinated experience less severity in their 
illness and have lower incidence of hospitaliza-
tions and ICU admissions.”

Read more at myhcicon.com/covid-update/
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Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to 
catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com and 

follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories and 
photos that feature and affect you and your community.
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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 
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• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

Danville Town Council approves parks purchase
The Danville Town Council met Jan 5. The parks 

department was given approval to purchase 
three items. The council had previously given 
approval for the purchase of an awning for the 
Wayne Street entrance of the Danville Athletic 
Club. 

Since the previous approval, the final cost of 
this project was determined to be $14,000 more 
than estimated. The council approved the expen-
diture, bringing the total cost to $42,300. Part of 
the increase is due adding gutters and lighting 
and the awning structure being made of metal 

and aluminum. The council also approved pur-
chase of a John Deere Gator RTV for $14,800 and 
a media filter for $11,500 that will help with water 
safety at the park pool.

Read more at myhcicon.com/danville-town-
council/

CORRECTION: In the Dec. 17, ICON story Making Wishes Come True, the ICON incorrectly reported de-
tails of  Ralph "Zoc" Zoccolillo’s military service. He served in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War, but 
he did not serve in Vietnam. The ICON regrets the error.
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The Plainfield Town Council met Jan. 10 for its regular council meeting. The meeting was 
also live streamed. The council meets at 6 p.m. for a work session and 7 p.m. for a council 
meeting on the second and fourth Mondays each month at 591 Moon Road. Agendas and 
meeting minutes can be found at townofplainfield.com. The next meeting is Jan. 24.  

Plainfield Town Council 
designates revitalization 

areas, hears property 
ordinance

WHAT HAPPENED: The council passed two resolutions, preliminarily designating 
economic revitalization areas and qualifying certain property for tax abatement. 
The properties are at Hobbs Station Industrial QOZB, Building 1 and Building 2, 
respectively.

WHAT HAPPENED:  The council passed an ordinance on second reading that would 
annex property and make it part of district number 3 of the town. This Redbird and 
Associated Properties is at 6448 S. CR 675 E and 6601 E. CR 600 S.

WHAT IT MEANS: The designations will last 10 years, relating to the 38.894 acre property. 
Resolution 01 relates to $13.1 million of redevelopment or rehabilitation. Resolution 03 
relates to $11.6 million of redevelopment or rehabilitation.

WHAT IT MEANS: The property containing just over 153 acres will become part of 
Plainfield territory should it be fully approved by the council. A majority of this territory is 
undeveloped land. This ordinance will next go for third and final reading.

COMMUNITY

ICONICbriefs
Urology of Indiana announces 
new Avon Center of Excellence

Urology of Indiana announced its 
newest Center of Excellence that opened 
Jan. 3 at 120 Avon Marketplace, Avon. 
The 12,000 square-foot facility and Cen-
ter of Excellence concept is in response 
to the increased demand for compre-
hensive urologic services in Central In-
diana. 

The Urology of Indiana Center of Ex-
cellence will offer the full spectrum of 

outpatient urologic care including but 
not limited to general urology and spe-
cialty consultations, in-office procedures, 
imaging and vasectomy services. Board 
certified urologists and urogynecologists 
and nationally recognized Advanced 
Prostate Cancer clinic will be in the new 
facility. The building will also house 
Northwest Radiology Network and 
Goodman Campbell Brain and Spine.

“Ladies, get your 
mammograms.”
Debi’s first 3D mammogram saved her life. The advanced technology 

discovered her breast cancer early, at its most easily treatable stage. 

Together with the Hendricks Regional Health Breast Center, they 

mapped out a treatment plan that included surgery and radiation. 

Now Debi is celebrating five years as a breast cancer survivor.

We’re standing up to cancer — together. Request your yearly 

mammogram at Hendricks.org/Mammogram or call (317) 745-3404. 
Debi, Danville

Five-Year Cancer Survivor

Organizers announce 2022 legislative breakfast dates 
Hendricks Power Cooperative, Hen-

dricks County Farm Bureau and North 
Salem State Bank will host the 2022 Leg-
islative Breakfast series in January, Febru-
ary and March. 

Breakfasts begin at 7 a.m. Jan. 31, Feb. 
28 and March 28 at the Hendricks Coun-
ty 4-H Fairgrounds, North South Hall, 
1900 E. Main St., Danville.

Elected officials Sen. John Crane, Sen. 

Mike Young, Rep. Greg Steuerwald, Rep. 
Jeff Thompson and Rep. Bob Behning 
have been invited to speak on issues 
related to the current legislative session. 
Questions from the audience will be ad-
dressed as time allows.

RSVP to janna.bolen@infarmbureau.
com the Thursday prior to each event.
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Internationally, the Danville club has donated more than 
$140,000 to the Zacataloza, Nicaragua Solar Powered Water 
System Project, Heart 2 Heart Program in Mexico, West-
bridge Church Nicaragua BUV (basic utility vehicles) Project 
and the Hope in the Harvest Mission International in Liberia, 
West Africa. 

PLAINFIELD LIONS CLUB
Kindness in action is the international 

motto of the Lions Club. Members are 
encouraged to lead by example and 
change a community through acts of 
kindness. With that principle as its guiding 
light, the Plainfield Lions Club helps through 
numerous programs and projects, but vision health is their 
leading cause. 

Scholarships for graduating seniors, partial scholarships 
for middle school students who want to attend the Indiana 
State Police-Indiana Trooper Summer Camp, Operation 
Kidsight that identifies treatable causes of blindness in pre-
school kids, Group Equine Assisted Learning Program, drug 
prevention and abuse programs as well as diabetes aware-
ness and prevention programs are just a few of the projects 
they support. 

They also donate money to the Indiana Lions Cancer 
Control Fund, VisionFirst-Indiana Lions Eye Bank, Indiana 
Lions Speech and Hearing, Indiana School for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired and Leader Dogs for the Blind, which are 
the five Indiana State Lions projects. 

ON THE COVER: Tom Iles, president of the Plainfield Lions Club, 
administers a vision screening to a preschooler as part of the Operation 
Kidsight program. Club members screen children and identify children 
who should see an optometrist for follow up. (Photo provided by the 
Plainfield Lions Club)

COVER STORY

Clubs give their time, resources  
to better Hendricks County

By Peg McRoy Glover

Many hard working people in Hendricks County give 
back generously by participating in nonprofit service clubs 
that identify specific needs within their communities to 
support. 

Daughters of the American Revolution, Kiwanis, Lions, 
Optimist, Rotary, Sertoma and Tri Kappa (Kappa, Kappa, 
Kappa) dedicate their time, resources and network to en-
sure the betterment of their communities and promote the 
causes of their clubs. 

These clubs operate under the umbrella of international 
organizations with shared missions, with the exception of 
Tri Kappa that is solely an Indiana service club. 

Here is a brief overview of the good work some of these 
clubs do. See the sidebar for a more extensive list of and 
contact information for Hendricks County service clubs. 

AVON OPTIMIST CLUB
The main purpose of the Avon Op-

timist Club is to support youth and 
youth activities in Avon. They conduct 
oratorical and essay contests, award 
scholarships and have events like their 
Optimist Youth Golf Tournament. 

The Charles H. Schoen Memorial Schol-
arship is awarded to graduating high school students who 
plan to earn an associate degree at a university or college, 
attend a vocational training program or pursue similar vo-
cational studies. They also strive to instill optimism, encour-
age active interest in good government and civic affairs, 
inspire respect for law and promote patriotism. 

The Optimists also give financial support to Handica-
pable Camp, Sheltering Wings, Project Angel, Family Prom-
ise, Damar, Damar ABA and Central Indiana Woodworkers. 

BROWNSBURG KIWANIS CLUB
Kiwanis International is head-

quartered in Indianapolis, and the 
Brownsburg club works to help the 
town’s youth reach their full potential. 
Through their dictionary program and 
Bringing Up Grades (BUG) initiatives, they 
help students build lifelong learning skills. 

Brownsburg Kiwanis sponsors the Builders Club for 
middle school students and Key Club in the high school 

that foster leadership, volunteer skills and builds a sense of 
community.  

They have helped raise money and awareness to support 
Riley Hospital for Children’s initiatives, including a trauma 
ambulance. Each summer they work with the Brownsburg 
Parks Department to teach elementary children bike riding 
and safety skills.

The club has also made tens of thousands of dollars avail-
able in scholarships to local college-bound students.  

Other activities supported by their organization or foun-
dation include youth sports, Brownsburg Cheer Commit-
tee, Voice Box for Speech Impaired, Junior Achievement and 
Sheltering Wings.  

Recently Brownsburg Kiwanis members worked with 
Brownsburg High School art students to design and paint a 
mural in downtown. As the student population continues to 
grow, so does Brownsburg Kiwanis’s mission. 

DANVILLE ROTARY CLUB
Danville Rotarians work together to 

solve problems and build a legacy of 
hope in Danville and abroad. They have 
three fundraisers every year: a golf out-
ing, raffle ticket sale and a fall bake sale. 
The money raised at these three events 
supports their projects. 

Recently, they built the Jack Willard Community Park on 
the northeast corner of U.S. 36 and Kentucky Street. It has a 
family-friendly playground accessible to children of all abili-
ties. They also have the Rotary Interact Club, a student men-
torship program geared toward high school students who 
want to give back to the community. It enables students to 
network with local professionals and build their own leader-
ship skills. 

Plainfield Rotary learns about what students at Plainfield Middle School. (Photo by Catherine Myers)
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A NEW PATH TO HEALING
 Mental Health and Addiction Recovery

We offer:
•  Acute psychiatric inpatient care for adolescents and adults
•  Substance use detoxification for adults
•  Residential treatment for adolescent girls ages 12 to 17
•  Partial Hospitalization for adults with psychiatric needs
•  Intensive Outpatient substance use programs for adults
•  Intensive Outpatient Programs for adolescents

We accept Medicare, TRICARE®, Indiana Medicaid Care Plans, and most commercial insurance plans. TRICARE® is a registered trademark of the Department of Defense, Defense 
Health Agency. All rights reserved. Physicians are on the medical staff of Valle Vista Health System, but, with limited exceptions, are independent practitioners who are not employees 

or agents of Valle Vista Health System. The facility shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians. For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-
discrimination notice, visit our website. 211436-2322 8/21

HEALTH SYSTEM

65 Airport Parkway, Suite 104
Greenwood, IN 46143

866-883-5330 (toll-free)
317-883-5330 (direct)
newvistatreatment.com

898 East Main Street
Greenwood, IN 46143

800-447-1348
Fax: 317-859-4320

vallevistahospital.com

No-cost assessments available. 
Open 24/7 and walk-ins are welcome.
Call 800-447-1348 to find out more.
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Hendricks County services clubs
Hendricks County is home to a host of 
service clubs. Find out more about them, 
when and where they meet and who to 
contact to get involved. 

National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution: Wa-Pe-Key-Way 
Chapter Hendricks County

The National Society of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution is a nonprofit, 
non-political, volunteer women’s service 
organization dedicated to promoting pa-
triotism, preserving American history and 
securing America’s future through better 
education. The chapter name is derived 
from the Algonquian American Indian 
language for White Lick Creek, which runs 
through Hendricks County.
• 6 p.m. third Monday each month at vari-

ous locations around Hendricks County. 
Does not meet in January, May or Decem-
ber. Contact wpkwrengent@yahoo.com. 

Kiwanis Club
Kiwanis International is a global commu-
nity of clubs, members and partners dedi-
cated to improving the lives of children. 
Each community has different needs, and 
Kiwanis empowers members to pursue 
creative ways to serve the needs of chil-
dren such as fighting hunger, improving 
literacy and offering guidance. 
• 12 p.m. first and third Thursdays, Avon 

American Legion Post 145, 4812 E. Main St., 

Avon. Contact: avonkiwanis@gmail.com
• 7 a.m. first and third Wednesdays, Bob 

Evans, 1076 N. Green St., Brownsburg. 
Contact: brownsburgkiwanis@gmail.com

• 12 p.m. first and third Tuesdays, Mayber-
ry Café, 78 W. Main St., Danville. Contact: 
kiwanisclubofdanville@gmail.com

• 12 p.m. second and fourth Tuesdays, Bru 
Burger, 2499 Perry Crossing Way, #170, 
Plainfield. Contact: kiwanis@plainfieldki-
wanis.org

Optimist International 
Optimist International is made up of au-
tonomous clubs that do work in their 
communities. Each club raises its own 
funds and chooses its service projects to 
improve the lives of children. Project ex-
amples include sponsoring youth athletic 
leagues, holding essay and oratorical con-
tests for scholarships and supporting local 
schools. Optimist International’s motto is 
Friend of Youth, and the organization also 
uses the branding statement, Bringing Out 
the Best in Youth, in our Communities, and 
in Ourselves.
• 6:30 p.m. second and fourth Tuesday, 

Monical’s Pizza, 9271 E. U.S. 36, Avon. 
Contact: Questions@avonoptimist.org

• 6:30 p.m. Mondays, Hendricks Regional 
Health Hospital, cafeteria, 1000 E. Main 
St., Danville. 

• 6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Chicago’s Pizza, 

2230 Stafford Road, #10, Plainfield. Con-
tact: plainfieldoptimistin@gmail.com

Lions Club
The International Association of Lions 
Clubs is a non-political service organiza-
tion established in 1916. Clubs plan and 
participate in service projects that meet 
the goals of Lions Clubs International and 
the needs of their local communities.
• 6:30 p.m. second Wednesday, Bundy’s 

Lodge, 7024 Lucas Drive, Brownsburg. 
Contact: info@brownsburglionsclub.org

• 7 p.m. second and fourth Mondays, Liz-
ton Lion’s Building, S. Cherry St., Lizton. 
Contact: kafrederick319@gmail.com

• 7 p.m. first Monday, Plainfield-Guilford Town-
ship Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road, Plain-
field. Contact: t.iles@sbcglobal.net

Rotary International
Rotary International is a global network 
of people who take action to create last-
ing change across the globe and in their 
communities. Rotary clubs provide service 
to others, promote integrity and advance 
world understanding, goodwill and peace 
through fellowship of business, profes-
sional and community leaders.
• 7 a.m. Tuesdays, Avon Town Hall, 6570 E. 

U.S. 36, Avon. Contact (317) 272-6937
• 12 p.m. Thursdays, Dawson’s Too: Sticks 

and Stones, Brownsburg. Contact: (317) 
852-8119

• 12 p.m. Thursdays, North Salem State 
Bank, 704 W. Main St., Danville. Contact: 
danvilleinrotary@gmail.com

• 12 p.m. Wednesdays, Chicago’s Pizza, 
2230 Stafford Road, #101, Plainfield. Con-
tact: (317) 272-2605

Sertoma Club
Sertoma is one of the oldest service clubs in 
the United States. Sertomans seek to trans-
form lives through their national mission of 
hearing health, and other important areas 
of service their club provides. They are indi-
viduals who understand that they can ac-
complish more together than alone. 
• 6 p.m. Mondays, West Chase Golf Club, 

4 Hollaway Blvd. Contact:infosertoma@
sertomahq.org

Tri Kappa
Kappa Kappa Kappa, commonly known 
as Tri Kappa, is a women’s philanthropic 
organization with chapters throughout 
Indiana. Tri Kappa was founded in 1901 in 
Indianapolis and is distinctive in that it is 
limited to the state of Indiana. Tri Kappa 
chapters support local philanthropic proj-
ects and raise money collectively for state-
wide projects. For meeting information 
contact the following:
• Brownsburg: BrownsburgEpsilonUpsi-

lon@trikappa.org
• Danville: DanvilleDeltaKappa@trikappa.

org
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Business competition preps high school students 
for bigger entrepreneurial opportunities

Plainfield library hosts inaugural History Harvest

Luke Gerhart 
holds his 
certificate 
signed by 
Gov. Eric 
Holcomb and 
Statehood 
Day 
Proclamation. 
(Photo 
submitted by 
Kevin Gerhart)

By Peg McRoy Glover

Young entrepreneurship is alive and well 
in Hendricks County high schools, and local 
business leaders have taken notice.

In support of these young business lead-
ers, they provided an experience based on 
the television show “Shark Tank.” Students 
participated in the business pitch compe-
tition Dec. 11 at Level Two, a business co-
working space in Plainfield. They competed 
for a $1,000 top prize that was awarded 
based on the judges’ evaluation, and $500 
was given to the crowd favorite. 

Twenty high school students who have 
started their own businesses submitted on-
line applications, and seven were chosen to 
pitch to a panel of judges. 

The seven student finalists included:
• Daisy Lookabill, Cascade, Clayton Mo-

tors Sports
• Abbey Kelley, Avon, Refit for Hope
• Neva Verbik, Avon, Rooftop Greens
• Rachel Spear and Fernanda Bullon-Val-

er, Avon, The Flower House
• Julia McJunkin, Plainfield, Leur
• Camden Zetty, Avon, Created by Cam-

den
• Kylie Harris, Avon, Sweet Twist Café
In different ways they were all winners 

showing preparation, confidence and gath-
ering feedback, but Zetty earned the top 
place, and Kelley earned the crowd favorite 
award. 

Zetty owns Created by Camden, a com-
pany that targets small nonprofits and or-
ganizations struggling to implement their 
marketing plan tactics. 

“I do whatever the client needs such as 

Staff report

The Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library will soon present the first History 
Harvest event. Community members are 
invited to drop by the library Jan. 21-23 to 
share historical items pertaining to Plain-
field’s past. 

The idea for the event began when library 
Indiana Room staff member Jeannine Spur-
gin came across the concept being utilized 
by the history Department at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

“It struck me that we have not done any 
soliciting of historical items from the com-
munity…ever?” said Spurgin. “Then it struck 
me that people probably don’t know, firstly, 
about the library’s archives’ existence at 
all, and secondly, that they can contribute 
to the historical record with their own arti-
facts.”

Camden Zetty (right) won the Hendricks County 
Student Shark Tank Pitch Competition, and Abbey 
Kelley received the crowd favorite award. (Photo by 
Peg McRoy Glover)

Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library staff 
member Jeannine Spurgin stands alongside 
Plainfield historical collection items. (Photo provided 
by the Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library)

students who run Refit for Hope,” said Kel-
ley. “We are members of DECA (Distributive 
Education Clubs of America). We have also 
been blessed with some really impactful 
adults in our lives like Mrs. Ammie Hultman, 
one of the business teachers at our school 
who is active in DECA.” 

The panel of judges included Hendricks 
County business leaders Alicia Mckoy, Peak 
Mind; Neil Metzger, Business Ownership Ini-
tiative; March Orr, Bankable; Jerry Vornholt, 
The Republican Newspaper and Bobby Wil-
liams, BGW Construction. 

“I am a strong believer in education, but I 
love that there is a movement to encourage 
young people to think about their future in 
more creative ways,” said Williams. “The four 
of us judges had never met, so it is interest-
ing that we were all in agreement, but it was 
a very close competition.”

The experience also served as a launch 
pad for these students to pitch their busi-
nesses on larger platforms, such as the up-
coming Innovate WithIN State Competition, 
which will award $25,000 in investment 
money, $10,000 toward tuition in any Indi-
ana college and other prizes. 

“Having this opportunity to network and 
connect with these business professionals is 
the most beneficial aspect of this competi-
tion,” said Zetty. “It will serve all of us well.”

Go to leveltwocoworking.com/student-
pitch to learn how the Hendricks County 
pitch competition works. The deadline for 
application to the Innovate WithIN’s State 
Competition is Feb. 4. Visit innovatewithin.
org/application to apply.

The Indiana Room is home to a 1,656 
square foot climate-controlled archive with 
over 20,000 historical documents, maps, 
photographs, books and artifacts. Recording 
and preserving history is one of the Indiana 
Room’s main objectives. 

The items will be photocopied, photo-
graphed or scanned into the library’s da-
tabase and added to the digital collection, 
along with the story and any other informa-
tion behind the item. Participants can bring 
a flash drive if they would also like a digital 
copy of their historical items. The library will 
save digitally and return the physical item(s) 
to patrons. Drop off items during library 
hours Jan. 21-23 to the Indiana Room at the 
library, 1120 Stafford Road, Plainfield. For 
more information, call (317) 839-6602 or 
email askindiana@plainfieldlibrary.net.

logos, event promotion, brochures, social 
media management,” said Zetty. “I offer 
whatever a company needs to fulfill its mar-
keting strategy.” 

So far his company has realized a $10,000 
profit that he invested back into his company. 

Kelley’s Refit for Hope conducts clothing 
drives for areas impacted by natural disas-
ters and that have impoverished needs. The 
company also donates to other nonprofits 
that serve those in need. 

“There are five senior Avon High School 
The Indiana 

Statehouse Tour 
Office, in con-
junction with the 

Indiana Center for the Book, holds an 
essay competition to commemorate In-
diana Statehood Day each year. Indiana’s 
205th birthday was Dec. 11, 2021. 

Luke Gerhart from Clarks Creek El-
ementary in Plainfield won second place 
in this year’s contest. 

Students were asked to reflect on 
Indiana’s great outdoors. The judges 
embrace a wide interpretation of the 
theme. Some questions to spark stu-
dents’ writing this year included: Why 
is nature important? How do you enjoy 
nature in Indiana? 

Gehart’s class celebrated his second 
place finish viewing a video, participat-
ing in Indiana classroom games and 
creating Indiana-shaped Christmas orna-
ments. They also ate cake for Indiana’s 
birthday. He will also be honored at a 
school board meeting in January. To 
read his essay, visit in.gov/library/icb/
statehood.
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HISTORY finds
Sheriff William Calvert

Hendricks County Historical Museum is at 170 S. Washington St., Danville. It is open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays March-December and for groups by appointment. Look for new displays at the 
March reopening. Contact the museum at hendrickscountymuseum.org or (317) 745-6158.

By Deanna Hindsley 
Sheriff William and 

Mary Calvert’s images 
have returned to the 
Hendricks County His-
torical Museum. The 
Calverts were the first to 
live in the building that 
is now the museum. 
This building was the 
home of all the Hen-
dricks County sheriffs 
and their families from 
1866-1974, and the 
Hendricks County Jail was in the base-
ment. 

In 1975, it became the Hendricks 
County Historical Museum. A few years 
ago, Thomas Merriman, the great-great 
grandson of William Calvert brought 
these two portraits to the museum as a 
donation. They were stored in his attic for 

many years and in good 
condition for their age 
but needed restoration 
and framing. 

Interestingly, Calvert 
was the artist of these 
works — a self portrait 
and one of his wife. 
Hers was on canvas, but 
his was on paper, so it 
needed more restora-
tion. Perhaps he couldn’t 
afford two canvases or 
maybe he was unsure 

of his work. At any rate, now they are 
treasures. A grant from Hendricks County 
Community Foundation provided the 
$5,000 needed for this restoration work. 
The portraits now hang proudly over the 
fireplace mantle in the Hendricks County 
Museum’s parlor, a fitting tribute to Hen-
dricks County’s early sheriff and artist.

HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

The Bottema family has a rich history in cattle farming in Hendricks County. Although the land was 
sold for development, the family made its mark in the farming industry. (ICON stock photo)

By Ken Sebree

Cassius M. Bottema was a young man 
of only 18 when he arrived at Ellis Is-
land from Amsterdam in 1898. He could 
carry everything he owned in his two 
suitcases and listed his occupation as 
cattle dealer. 

His early employment in the U.S. was 
working at a dairy farm in Pennsylvania 
hand milking a large herd of dairy cows 
twice each day. For this hard work, he 
was paid $2 per week. Bottema eventu-
ally moved to Indiana where he bought 
a dairy farm in Beech Grove where he 
raised a family and expanded his dairy 
herd.

In 1928 Cassius’ son C.M. Bottema Jr., 
purchased his own cow at age 12 as his 
4-H project. He continued the family tra-
dition of dairy farming and eventually 
increased his herd to more than 1,500 
cattle. 

C.M. Jr. also established the Bottema 
Dairy Farm just south of Plainfield and 
became known throughout the country 
as a leading breeder and dairyman. The 
next generation, C.M. Bottema III, fol-
lowed in the family tradition and contin-
ued in the dairy business.

Over the years the Bottema fam-
ily won numerous awards and acco-
lades for their excellence in the dairy 

business, but their greatest pride was 
for their champion bull named Fond 
Memory. This champion weighed over 
3,000 pounds and was so large it be-
came a real problem just transporting 
him around the country to the various 
fairs and cattle shows. At the Memorial 
Cattle Sale in 1975 Fond Memory sold 
at auction for $280,000, and 69 of his 
daughters and granddaughters would 
sell for an average price of $1,550. These 
high prices were an indication of the 
quality of the Bottema Holstein herd.

As the City of Indianapolis and the 
Indianapolis Airport expanded west 
out into the countryside, the Bottema 
farmland became just too valuable to 
continue using as a dairy farm. So, the 
farmland was sold for development, 
and the dairy herd was also sold. Sub-
sequent generations of the Bottema 
family remain in the Plainfield area with 
a great pride for the achievements of 
their ancestors.

Hendricks County dairy farm 
has links to Ellis Island

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect and 
resident of Hendricks County for well 
over 40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

5530 E. US Hwy 36 
Suite 100 

Avon Indiana 46123

317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Buy One Drink get
a Small Drink

FREE 
Expires  1/31/22

(of equal or 
lesser value)

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM YOUR CABIN COFFEE TEAM! 
THANK YOU FOR ALL OF YOUR SUPPORT!
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AVON

Raymond Franklin Brewer
Raymond Franklin Brewer,  86, passed away Dec. 
24, 2021. He was born March 1, 1935 in Services 
were held Dec. 30 at Forest Lawn Funeral Home, 
Greenwood.

Darla Buchanan
Darla Buchanan, 68, passed away Dec. 23, 
2021. Add: She was born July 5, 1953. Services 
were held Jan. 8 at Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home. 
Arrangements were pending at press time with 
Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro. 

David F. Goedeker II
David F. Goedeker II, 63, passed away Dec. 25, 
2021. He was born Sept. 11, 1958. Services were 
held Jan. 1 Conkle Funeral Home, Speedway. 
Contributions may be made to waymakerinc.org. 

Joseph Marvin Quassy
Joseph Marvin Quassy, 73, passed away Dec. 21, 
2021. He was born Oct. 12, 1948. Services were 
held Dec. 28 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Dana I. Ridenour
Dana I. Ridenour, 38, passed away Dec. 26, 2021. 
She was born May 10, 1983. Visitation was held 
Dec. 30 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Contributions may be made to the family to help 
with funeral expenses through Go Fund Me.

Constance E. Servis
Constance E. Servis, 79, passed away Dec. 30, 
2021. She was born May 20, 1942. Services were 
held Jan. 7 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

Suzanne Thompson
Suzanne Thompson, 87, passed away Jan. 2, 2021. 
She was born Sept. 20, 1934. Services were held 
Jan. 6 at Faith Baptist Church, Danville. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

BROWNSBURG

Janet C. Ayers
Janet C. Ayers, 73, passed away Dec. 31, 2021.  
She was born Aug. 2, 1948. Services were held 
Jan. 8 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 

Peter Gene Bloyd
Peter Gene Bloyd, 70, passed away Dec. 19, 2021. 
He was born Aug. 25, 1951. Services were held 
Jan. 7 at the Clermont Lions Club. Contributions 
may be made to the Hendricks County Humane 
Society.

David Eugene Brown
David Eugene Brown, 72, passed away Jan. 
7, 2022.  He was born Aug. 11, 1949. Services 
will be at 10 a.m. Jan. 14 at Hall-Baker Funeral 
Home, Plainfield. Contributions may be made to 
Sycamore Services, Danville.

Linda S. Churchill
Linda S. Churchill, 79, passed away Dec. 29, 2021. 
She was born April 19, 1942. Services will be held 
at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Michael C. Henderson 
Michael C. Henderson, 84, passed away Jan. 1, 
2022. He was born Nov. 20, 1937. Services will be 
at 12 p.m. Jan. 14 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, 

Brownsburg. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Matthew Douglas Hooper
Matthew Douglas Hooper, 28, passed away Jan. 
2, 2022. He was born Nov. 11, 1993. Services 
were held Jan. 11 at Connection Pointe Christian 
Church, Brownsburg. Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg, was entrusted with arrangements.

Genevieve “Jenny” 
Pendergrast Johnson 

Genevieve “Jenny” Pendergrast Johnson, 88, 
passed away Jan. 2, 2022. She was born May 
4, 1933. Services were held Jan. 8 at Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Frances H. Joiner
Frances H. Joiner, 87, passed away Dec. 22, 2021. 
She was born Aug. 24, 1934. Services were held 
Dec. 28 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 

Robert Joseph Kibler
Robert Joseph Kibler, 63, passed away Nov. 29, 
2021. He was born Feb. 18, 1958. Services will 
be held at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg, was entrusted with arrangements.

Ruth M. Kidwell
Ruth M. Kidwell, 71, passed away Jan. 4, 2022. She 
was born March 14, 1950. Services will be at 11 
a.m. Jan. 22 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Alton “Ray” Musick
Alton “Ray” Musick, 74, passed away Dec. 9, 
2021. He was born Nov. 5, 1948. No services are 
planned. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with arrangements.

Michael Lynn Parks
Michael Lynn Parks, 60, passed away Dec. 24, 
2021. He was born Nov. 9, 1961. Services were 
held Jan. 3. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Gabriele Peckat
Gabriele Peckat, 70, passed away Dec. 30, 2021. 
She was born April 5, 1951. Services will be held 
at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Keith L. Ploughe
Keith L. Ploughe, 91, passed away Dec. 29, 2021. 
He was born Nov. 16, 1930. Services were held 
Jan 6 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg

Lainey Lou Reinhard
Lainey Lou Reinhard, infant, passed away Dec. 16, 
2021. She was born Dec. 16, 2021. Services were 
held Dec. 21. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with local arrangements. 
Contributions may be made to White Lick 
Elementary School, Brownsburg High School 
Football or Maternity Tower at Riley Children’s 
Hospital.

Elizabeth J. Schachte
Elizabeth J. Schachte, 75, passed away Jan. 4, 
2022. She was born Dec. 2 1946. Services will 
be at 11 a.m. Jan. 29 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg. Contributions may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Shirley A. Vaught
Shirley A. Vaught, passed away Dec. 25, 2021. 
Services were held Dec. 30. Eric M.D. Bell 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Wendy Dyan Williams
Wendy Dyan Williams, 51, passed away Dec. 28, 
2021. She was born June 16, 1970. Services were 
held Jan. 5. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements. Contributions may 
be made to Heartland Hospice.

CLAYTON

Larry Dean Alkire
Larry Dean Alkire, 81, passed away Dec. 31, 2021. 
He was born Sept. 15, 1940. Services were held 
Jan. 6 at Bousley Funeral Home, Coatesville. 
Contributions may be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

Kenneth A. Marsh
Kenneth A. Marsh, 75, passed away Dec. 27, 2021. 
He was born Oct. 9, 1946. Services with military 
honors were held Jan. 8 at Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield.

DANVILLE

Dorothy L. Blair        
Dorothy L. Blair, 78, passed away Dec. 31, 2021. 
She was born July 19, 1943. Services were held 
Jan. 7 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Linda D. Evans
Linda D. Evans, 69 of Danville, passed away 
December 23, 2021. She was born March 19, 
1952. Services were held Dec. 30, 2021 at Baker 
Funeral Home, Danville. 

Vickie Jeanne Griffith
Vickie Jeanne Griffith, 67, passed away Jan. 2, 
2022. She was born Jan. 5, 1954. Services were 
held Jan. 7 at Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville.

Samuel T. Himsel
Samuel T. Himsel, 68, passed away Dec. 29, 2021. 
He was born Feb. 4, 1953. Services were held 
Jan. 5 at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds. 
Contributions may be made to the Friends of the 
Danville FFA. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with arrangements.

Cheryl L. Martin
Cheryl L. Martin, 64, passed away Dec. 26, 
2021. She was born Dec. 4, 1957. Services were 
held Jan. 3 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Contributions may be made to Multiple 
Systems Atrophy Coalition.

Kerry J. Monahan
Kerry J. Monahan, 68, passed away Jan. 2, 2022. 
He was born Feb. 15, 1953. Services will be held 
at 11 a.m. Jan. 15 at Clayton Christian Church, 
Clayton. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with arrangements.

Albert E. Poynter
Albert E. Poynter, 89, passed away Dec. 28, 2021. 
He was born July 2, 1932. Services were held Dec. 
31 at Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, Danville.

INDIANAPOLIS

Connie L. Masters
Connie L. Masters, 66, passed away Dec. 30, 2021. 
She was born Feb. 2, 1955. Services will be at 
11 a.m. Jan. 15 at Hazelwood Christian Church. 

Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service & Crematory, 
Mooresville, was entrusted with arrangements.

LIZTON

Donald M. Jarrett
Donald M. Jarrett, 91, passed away Dec. 24, 2021. 
He was born July 19, 1930. Services were held 
Dec. 28. Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

William G. “Bill” Vaught
William G. “Bill” Vaught, 86, passed away Dec. 26, 
2021. He was born Sept. 5, 1935. Services were 
held Dec. 31 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 
Contributions may be made to Plainfield Christian 
Church, Plainfield.

MARTINSVILLE

Todd Michael Glaze
Todd Michael Glaze, 42, passed away Dec. 
26, 2021. He was born May 29, 1979. Services 
were held Dec. 30 at Jones Family Mortuary, 
Mooresville. 

MOORESVILLE

Patrica S. Boys
Patrica S. Boys, 73, passed away Dec. 23, 2021. She 
was born Nov. 12, 1948. Services were held Dec. 
30 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

PLAINFIELD

Karen B. Wagler
Karen B. Wagler, 69, Plainfield, 
passed away Jan. 3, 2022 on 
vacation in Sarasota, Fla. She was 
born July 11, 1952 to the late 
Edgar and Marjorie (Edmondson) 
Welker in Indianapolis, Ind. Karen 
graduated from Plainfield High 
School in 1970. She worked in 
the Plainfield Community Middle 
School cafeteria for 29 years as well as took 
tickets at numerous Plainfield athletic events over 
the years. She loved all types of animals, dancing, 
watching sports and loved playing softball. Karen 
is survived by her husband of 47 years, Garry, 
and their two sons Brandon (Leah) and Brooks 
(Jennifer). She adored her seven grandchildren: 
Dylan, Kaley, Madison, Mackenzie, Carson, Sawyer 
and Charlie. A celebration of life ceremony will 
take place on Saturday, January 15, 2022 at 
Plainfield United Methodist Church where friends 
may call from 3-5 p.m. A memorial service will 
begin at 5:00 p.m. Memorial contributions may 
be made in Karen’s honor to the Plainfield United 
Methodist Church.

Gearldine Byrd
Gearldine Byrd, 80, passed away Jan. 1, 2022. She 
was born May 3, 1941. Services were held Jan. 6 
at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

COMMUNITY

Hendricks County obituaries are printed free 
of charge up to 50 words. Funeral directors are 
encouraged to send obituaries and photos to 

lyla@icontimes.com.
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SLA Audiology is 
an independently 

and locally  
owned private 

practice hearing 
healthcare clinic in  

Brownsburg.

480 East Northfield Drive, Suite 600 
Brownsburg, IN 46112

(317) 932-0099 • SLAaudiology.com

Dr. Shannon L. Austin, 
Au.D., CCC-A

COMPREHENSIVE HEARING HEALTHCARE
• Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations for Adults & Pediatrics 
• Communication Needs Assessments 
• Earwax Management 
• Hearing Aid Fittings, Repairs, and Programming of most brands 
• Custom Hearing Protection 
• Occupational Hearing Screenings 
• Accepting Many Major Insurances

You can schedule an appointment by calling  
317-932-0099 or at our website at SLAaudiology.com

Hearing loss can lead to frustration and isolation and you need 
a trusted advisor in your journey to better hearing. With 19 
years of experience, SLA Audiology is changing the expectation 
of what hearing healthcare should be. We create a unique and 
personalized experience through individualized care plans that 
are priced transparently. Extended and virtual office hours are 
available in our convenient location Monday thru Friday. We care 
for the whole patient with the highest standard of care. Resolve 
to hear better and live better in 2022 with SLA Audiology!

Fredrick Martin Gorman
Fredrick Martin Gorman, 80, passed away Jan. 3, 
2022. He was born April 26, 1941. Services  with 
military honors were held Jan. 11 at Lincoln 
Memory Gardens, Whitestown. Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon, was entrusted with arrangements.

Delores A. Grimes
Delores A. Grimes, 89, passed away Dec. 23, 
2021. She was born July 10, 1932. No services 
are planned. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.

J. Richard “Dick” Halfaker
J. Richard “Dick” Halfaker, 98, passed away Jan. 
1, 2022. He was born Aug. 8, 1923. Services 
were held Jan. 5 at Plainfield Christian Church, 
Plainfield. Contributions may be made 
to Plainfield Christian Church. Hall-Baker 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Martha “Marti” Kivett 
Martha “Marti” Kivett, 87, passed away Dec. 31, 
2021. She was born Feb. 22, 1934. Services were 
held Jan 8 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Contributions may be made to your favorite 
charity. 

Renee C. LaFollette
Renee C. LaFollette, 84, passed away Dec. 25, 
2021. She was born Nov 3, 1937. Services were 
held Dec. 30, Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Jason Michael Ledbetter
Jason Michael Ledbetter, 37, passed away Dec. 
23, 2021. He was born July 2, 1984. Services were 
held Dec. 30, 2021 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Contributions may be made to the Tara 
Treatment Center, Franklin. 

William Allen Maxwell
William Allen Maxwell, 97, passed away Dec. 29, 
2021. He was born May 3, 1924. Services were 
held Jan. 6. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.

Joanne C. McCabe
Joanne C. McCabe, 83, passed away Jan. 6, 2022.  
She was born Dec. 16, 1938. Services will be held 
out of state. Conkle Funeral Home, Speedway, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Hollis Earl Miller
Hollis Earl Miller, 91, passed away Dec. 22, 2021. 
He was born Sept. 4, 1930. Services were held 
Dec. 30 at Carlisle Branson Funeral Service & 
Crematory, Mooresville.

John F. Richardson
John F. Richardson, 70, passed away Jan. 2, 2022. 
He was born Dec. 1, 1951. Out-of-state services 
are planned. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with arrangements. Contributions 
may be made to Soul’s Harbor Assembly of God, 
Plainfield.

Rev. Erma H. Rohrer
Reverend Erma H. Rohrer, 82, passed away Jan. 3, 
2022. She was born Dec. 18, 1939. Services will be 
at 10 a.m. Jan.15 at Plainfield United Methodist 
Church, Plainfield. Contributions may be made 
to Plainfield United Methodist Church. Baker 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Terry D. Runyon
Terry D. Runyon, 54, passed away on Dec. 26, 
2021. He was born Oct. 11, 1967. Services will 

be at 11 a.m. Jan. 22 at St. Malachy Church, 
Brownsburg. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Joshua A. Smock
Joshua A. Smock, 31, passed away Jan. 5, 2022. He 
was born Aug 21. 1990. Services were held Jan. 8 
at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. Contributions may 
be made to the NRA.

Donald James Switzer
Donald James Switzer, 96, passed away Dec. 
22, 2021. He was born April 28, 1925. Services 
were held Dec. 27 at Weaver & Randolph Funeral 
Home, Danville. 

Herschel J. Vermillion
Herschel J. Vermillion, 77, passed away Dec. 
30, 2021. He was born Jan. 3, 1944. Services 
were held Jan 4 at Plainfield Christian Church. 
Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with arrangements. Contributions may 
be made to Plainfield Christian Church.

PITTSBORO

Julie Keller 
Julie Keller, passed away Jan. 8, 2022. 
Arrangements were pending at press time. Eric 
M.D. Bell Funeral Home and Cremation Services, 
Pittsboro, was entrusted with arrangements.

Larry Canada
Larry Canada, 73, passed away Jan. 5, 2022. 
Arrangements were pending at press time. Eric 
M.D. Bell Funeral Home and Cremation Services, 
Pittsboro, was entrusted with arrangements.

Donald James Hufford
Donald James Hufford, 81, passed away Dec. 31, 
2021. He was born Nov. 5, 1940. Private services 
were held at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 
Contributions may be made to Life’s Journey, 
Avon.

Darryl J. Kaytar
Darryl J. Kaytar, 66, passed away Dec. 28, 2021. He 
was born Nov. 6, 1955. Services were held Jan. 4 
at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Luauna Faye Shaffer
Luauna Faye Shaffer, 70, passed away Dec. 29, 
2021. She was born March 12, 1951. Services were 
held Jan. 5 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.
Columbus

Caitlin Sullivan
Caitlin Sullivan, 32, passed away Dec. 23, 2021. 
Services will be held at a later date. Eric MD Bell 
Funeral Home and Cremation Services, Pittsboro, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

2022
HENDRICKS COUNTY RECYCLING DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ 
SCHEDULED MEETINGS

All meetings listed will be held at the Hendricks 
County Government CenterDanville Town Hall, 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, 355 South 
Washington Street, Danville, Indiana at 7:00 AM.  
Please call 317-858-6070 for questions. 

January 25, 2022
April 26, 2022
July 26, 2022

October 25, 2022
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

WORTH THE WEIGHTNotables
Compiled by Mike Beas

The Cascade wrestling team posted a 
2-2 record at the state duals meet at Mar-
tinsville High School. Two Cadets finished 
with wins in all four matches, 106-pounder 
Logan Schnarr and 170-pounder Liam 
Farmer. Michael Hutchison won all three 
matches at 160, while Logan Bickel and 
Dominic McFeeley posted 3-1 marks at 113 
and 120 pounds, respectively.

Avon opened the Hendricks County boys 
basketball Tournament with a 78-47 vic-
tory over Cascade, led by the 21 points, five 
rebounds and 10 assists of senior Chrishon 
McCray. Junior Daniel Eck and sopho-
more Jordan Lomax each added 13 points 
with Eck grabbing four boards and Lomax 
making five steals. Leading the Cadets was 
Cayden Watson with 10 points and five 
rebounds. The Orioles downed Danville, 51-
48, in the semifinal before losing to Browns-
burg in the title contest, 61-52.

Meanwhile, Plainfield lost to the Bull-
dogs 63-43, with Collin Schmidt scoring 
14 points to go along with six rebounds 
to pace the Quakers. Senior Cael Vander-
bush added eight points, four boards and 
three assists in the loss. Plainfield then lost 
to Danville, 53-47, in the third-place game 
as junior Garrett Irwin led the way for the 
Quakers with 16 points, and Vanderbush tal-
lied 13 and led all rebounders with 11.

The Avon girls scored a 71-61 triumph 
over Danville to open the girls county tour-
nament. Leading the Orioles was freshman 
Aniah Smith with 30 points, six assists and 
two steals. Senior Jordan Richmond did 
her part with 27 points, five boards and two 
assists. Senior Alexis Mimms finished with 
seven rebounds for Avon, and sophomore 
Amya Bass had three blocks. The Orioles 
lost in the semifinals to Cascade, 74-69, de-
spite four players reaching double-figures 
– freshman Nevaeh Wrenn with 16, Bass 
15, Richmond 12 and Smith 10. Bass had six 
rebounds and Smith eight assists in the loss. 
Avon bounced back to win the third-place 
game over Plainfield, 80-63.

Plainfield senior excelling in final 
high school wrestling season

By Mike Beas

The discrepancy between Luke LeClerc’s junior and seasons of 
wrestling seems as far apart as the last two states in which he’s 
lived.

Born in California, the Plainfield High School senior is in his 
second stint as a Hendricks County resident after his family moved 
back prior to the 2020-21 school year.

One consistent — sort of — is that LeClerc holds down the 
170-pound place in the Quakers’ lineup for a second consecutive 
season. Competing approximately 15 pounds lighter than the 
majority of his opponents last winter, LeClerc still finished with a 
14-12 record after losing in the opening round of the Mooresville 
Regional.

His weight and confidence up, LeClerc held a 27-4 record 
through this season’s dual match at Monrovia Jan. 5. He is ranked 
16th in the state in his division, an outstanding student (4.03 
grade point average) and a team-co-captain with Braeden Spears, 
a junior 145-pounder.

“One of the reasons for Luke’s success is his work ethic,” 
said third-year Quakers coach Ryan Cobb. “He has incredible 
conditioning, never misses a day of practice, and his willingness 
and desire to learn helps lead to his success as a wrestler.”

LeClerc did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: Explain the moves your family has made, and how does it 
feel being back in Plainfield?

A: We moved in from Sacramento, Calif., before my junior year 
because of my dad’s job, but we lived here when I was in third 
to sixth grades. I was sad when we left to go to California, and 
was pretty happy to be back. The people here are just really 
supportive. It doesn’t matter what you do, the community is 
out for every event.

Q: How do you explain the improvement you’ve shown on 
the wrestling mat this season compared to when you were a 
junior?

A: Last year, I was undersized for a 170. We had (since-
graduated) Connor Holt at 152 and Landon Boe (now at Avon) 
at 160. And I think I have better focus this year. We have a very 
young team this year, and I enjoy being one of the captains. I 
love wrestling. It’s made me more hard working and tougher, 
and I want to pass that on to my younger teammates.

Our orthopedic and sports medicine specialist, 
Dr. Emily Cha, is currently accepting new patients. 
Call 317.944.9400 to schedule an appointment today.

Q: What are your plans after graduating from Plainfield High 
School?

A: I want to wrestle in college. I started the sport as an eighth 
grader, so I’m not burned out on wrestling, and want to keep 
going. I’m probably going to major in business.

Q: After making it to regional a year ago, what is your goal for 
the upcoming postseason?

A: I want to place at the state meet. It’s just about dedicating 
and pushing myself. I try to make myself a little better every 
day.

Plainfield senior Luke LeClerc has improved his record as a 170-pound-wrestler 
and wants to continue his career in college. (Photo provided by Plainfield High 
School)
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____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Area Bagel Restaurants
____________________
____________________

1 Cicero Reservior
______________________

5 LGBTQ Words
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Kentucky Towns Near IN
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

Across
1. “The Phantom of the ___”
6. Indy 500 sponsor letters
9. Ancient Peruvian
13. The “N” of USNA
14. ___ Claire, Wis.
15. Apple center
16. Country music sound
17. Hoosier National Forest 
tree
18. Scarlett of “Gone With 
the Wind”
20. First collection of short 
stories by 38-Across (pub-
lished in 1947)
23. Wisely cautious
26. What heirs split
27. UFO crew
28. Cold symptom
31. ___-Mex cuisine
32. Plant more seed
35. Exhilarating
38. Writer of “Fahrenheit 
451” whose personal papers 
and archives are in a perma-
nent collection at IUPUI
42. “Happy Birthday ___”
43. Japanese port
46. Approves
49. Ancient artifact
52. “___ Abner”
53. Hispanic American
56. Ought to have, 
informally

59. Collec-
tion of short 
stories by 
38-Across 
(published in 
1997)
62. Kitchen 
wrap
63. Hoosier 
Motor Club 
letters
64. Boise’s 
state
68. Adjust a 
piano
69. Indiana 
tax ID
70. Aromatic 
wood
71. Practice 
for the Indi-
ana Golden 
Gloves
72. PU prof’s 
deg.
73. Wear away

Down
1. Toronto’s 
prov.
2. Dog’s foot
3. Mendes or Longoria
4. Lilly’s new products dept.
5. Pond scum
6. Hope that one will

7. Avon Barber Shop 
powder
8. Nike rival
9. Computer screen images

10. Like a perfectly pitched 
Indianapolis Indians game
11. Fancy necktie
12. Make fizzy
19. Long-time “Jeopardy!” 
host Trebek
21. GOP org.
22. Addict’s program, for 
short
23. Part of MPH
24. GPS suggestion
25. “Back in the ___”
29. DIY mover
30. HS equivalency exam
33. Hoosier Park feedbag bit
34. Neb. neighbor
36. Twosome
37. Soph. and Jr. at BHS
39. Former Pacer: ___ Scott
40. Fish eggs
41. Dixie pronoun
44. Baby goat
45. Pie ___ mode
46. Early automaker
47. Gold measures
48. Roil
50. Aruba or Cuba
51. Butler frat letter
54. Ex-Mrs. Trump
55. Colt’s West Coast foe, 
briefly
57. Chilling
58. Milk dispenser
60. React in horror
61. Big party
65. Ruckus
66. “It ___ to Be You”
67. Mine yield

Answers on Page 14

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 1/31/2022

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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EVENTScalendar
JANUARY
Through 14 Friday
Shelter supply drive
Hendricks County Jr. Leaders are partnering with 
Hendricks County Animal Control and Shelter to collect 
things the shelter uses daily. Donations will be accepted 
through Jan. 14 at the Hendricks County Extension 
Office, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. Items accept include 
bleach, white vinegar, paper towels, Germ X hand 
sanitizer, orange scented Clorox wipes, Dawn mountain 
scent dish soap, Mr. Clean meadow rain scent, Era or All 
with OxiClean laundry soap, dryer sheets, sponges and 
scour pads, Equate aloe vera moisturizing hand soap, 
clay cat litter (not scoopable), dry dog, cat or kitten 
food.

Through 30 Sunday
Christmas Tree drop off 
Avon Town Hall Park, 6570 E US.. 36, Avon. Drop off real 
Christmas trees without decorations or covers until Jan. 
30. 

24 Monday
Master Gardening 
Basic Training 
Classes
1-4 p.m. or 6-9 p.m., 
Hendricks County 
4-H Fairgrounds, 
1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. Classes 
hosted by Purdue 
Extension will run 
every Monday 
from Jan. 24-May 
2. Contact: Jeff Pell, 
jpell@purdue.edu or 
(317) 745-9260.

25 Tuesday
Crafty Crew: 
Snowflake Lanterns
2-3 p.m. and 6:30-
7:30 p.m., Plainfield-
Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 
Stafford Road. 
Adults create a fun, 
simple craft inspired 
by Creativebug. In 
this session, create 
a pair of snowflake 
lanterns. Materials 
are provided. 
plainfieldlibrary.
libnet.info

25 Tuesday
My College Planning Series III – Grants, Loan, and 
Scholarships
6:30-7:30 p.m. Brownsburg Public Library online. 
This live webinar will uncover college cost reduction 
strategies and reveal asset, borrowing and savings 
methods. Learn information on grants, loans and 
scholarships. Register at bburglibrary.net.

26 Wednesday
Virtual Escape Room: Vacation in the Alps
1-2 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. Adults break out of the winter 
blues with this digital escape room. While on vacation 
in the Swiss Alps, an avalanche leaves you trapped 
with no radio signal. Can you escape and get help? 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

27 Thursday
Family Game Night: Make Your Own Board Game
5:30-6:30 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Children build a board 
game. Supplies are provided with an optional template 
to make an interactive board game. plainfieldlibrary.
libnet.info

Low alcohol or no alcohol 
wine options align with 
New Year’s resolutions 

WINE By Luke Stephenson

Saving money, losing weight and not drink-
ing as much are all pretty typical New Year’s resolutions. I know 
I’ve made one or two of those in the past. But what do you do if 
you love wine? Well, luckily I’ve come up with a few recommen-
dations for you. 

The good news is lower alcohol/no alcohol wines are lower in 
calories, a real two birds with one stone situation, and I’ve got a 
few favorites. 

First, one of my favorite styles regardless, is Vinho Verde, a 
beautiful little white out of Portugal. Luckily, it’s cheap, too. You 
can find plenty of examples under $10 and less than 10% alco-
hol by volume (ABV), but by law they can only go up to 11.5%. 
My favorite is Lago, great price for a great wine, but it’s a bit 
harder to find.

For something a little more common, this wine snob really 
enjoys the Cupcake Lighthearted line. Lower in ABV and calo-
ries, my favorite is the pinot noir. Honestly, it is almost every-
thing I like in a regular pinot — light, fruit forward and clean. 
I also think their pinot grigio makes a great little spritz. Add a 
splash of sparkling water and a twist of orange, maybe a dash 
of bitters, and you’ve got something pretty delicious on your 
hands.

Now, for those of you completely dropping alcohol there are 
a few options, but I must admit our beer brethren are far ahead 
of us when it comes to really good stuff. 

My top picks, however, is Giesen’s 0% Marlborough Sauv 
Blanc. It smells just like New Zealand Sauv Blanc, but the acid is 
a little much on it, but nothing a bit of creamy cheese can’t help. 
The second is Opia Sparkling Chardonnay. It’s delicious, pretty 
dry and has the feel of sparkling wine. Both of these wines are 
less than 30 calories per serving, completely alcohol free and 
run about $15. 

Whether it’s to keep up with resolutions or any other time of 
year, please remember to imbibe responsibly. 

Luke Stephenson, a Danville native, is a Certified Specialist of Wine and has 
a Wine & Spirit Education Trust (WSET) level 3. Luke has traveled extensively 
and lived in Marlborough, New Zealand, for a year working in a winery and 
tasting room. Currently Stephenson is the director of fine wine for Crown 
Liquors.

Low- and no-
alcohol wine 
options can 
help those 
who want a 
glass to keep 
with New 
Year’s resolu-
tions. (Photo 
by Luke 
Stephenson)

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  1/31/2022.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 1/31/2022.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 
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Humorous memories from 2021: Part II

EDITORIAL

Volunteer
in 2022

With all of the festiveness of the holi-
day season behind us, we look to a new 
year with much anticipation and excite-
ment.

How do you envision 2022 to be for 
you? Is this the year you go back to 
school, start that exercise routine, buy a 
new home, start a new job or profession 
or take that dream vacation? It is our 
opinion that you should take this time 
to think about yourself and how you 
can enhance your life in the new year. 
We, too, believe that you can also fulfill 
your life by enhancing the lives of oth-
ers. Think of all of the possibilities and 
simply do it. We wholeheartedly endorse 
the idea of volunteerism in the new year.

Maybe you already volunteer. That’s 
great. Are you getting the most out of it? 
If not, don’t give up.

Of course in Hendricks County the 
volunteer opportunities are endless. A 
wise woman once said, “no good deed 
goes unpunished.” True, volunteering, if 
you really want the most out of the ex-
perience, is work, no question, but it can 
also be some of the most interesting and 
rewarding work a person can do. 2022 
could be the year you do it.

Put your stamp on Hendricks County 
in a great way.

The views in these editorials are of 
reader participants. They do not represent 
those of Hendricks County ICON ownership 
and management.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Avon Community School 
Corporation Superintendent 

Scott Wyndham has been selected as a 
2021 Superintendent to Watch by the 
National School Public Relations 
Association (NSPRA).

Rumors spread on social media 
before a police report was issued 

about a fatal accident in early January. 
False information and blame was spread 
regarding the accident, and the Town of 
Avon posted about their position on the 
incident on social media.

Two officers joined Plainfield 
Police Department Jan. 5. Officers 

Cody Endicott and Richard Reeves took 
the oath of office virtually. Five recruits 
also started at Plainfield Fire and will 
complete eight weeks of training before 
being released to shift.

Hendricks Power Cooperative is 
in the process of bringing 

electricity to W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park.
Paragon Resources created bags 
that Project ANGEL purchased to 

assist with food transportation. Bags 
helped the kids transport food from the 
school to the food drive location much 
easier. 

By Dick Wolfsie

Here is Part Two of my look back on the 
people, places and peculiarities that made it 
into my column in 2021.

To the various streaming services that 
have made it difficult for the Wolfsies to stay 
friends with anyone who doesn’t subscribe to 
the same options we do: This makes it tough 
to find things to talk about over dinner. I feel 
bad about Mikki. She doesn’t have cable. We 
had been so close for 30 years. I miss her.

To the folks who publish books about 
chess, a skill I tried to learn during the CO-
VID lockdown: First, I bought “Chess for 
Dummies,” then “Chess for Beginners” and fi-
nally “Beat your Dad in Chess.” None of them 
helped. I settled on “Chess for People Who 
are Stumped by Checkers.” 

To my friend Marc Allen who has been 
the victim of dozens of butt dials because 
his name is the first on my contacts list: He 
asked to be taken off the list, so now my 
insurance agent Ashley is getting all my un-
intended calls. She told me she is changing 
her name to Zelda.

And thanks to me, who has been trying 
unsuccessfully to be a grumpy old man, a 
title I deserve to have at 75. To attain this 
distinction, I complained about everything 
in my neighborhood. I yelled at kids for 
playing basketball in our cul-de-sac Sunday 
morning. I wrote nasty letters to people 
who put their garbage out a day early. I left 
nasty notes for people who left their garage 
doors open and who didn’t shovel their 
sidewalks. Did people call me grumpy? No! 
They elected me president of the home-
owners association.

Thanks to the dental website I went to 
that warned against eating sugary treats: I 
had the best laugh of the day when I read 
at the bottom of their homepage: We use 
cookies.

To the young man in the office supply 

store who seemed stumped when I asked 
for a landline phone for my office: “Oh, I 
don’t know if we carry them,” he said. “But 
look in the very back corner of the store 
next to the carbon paper, the white-out and 
the floppy disks.”

To the folks at AARP who sent me my 
300th copy of their Bulletin that included rec-
ommendations for how to live a stress-free 
life. For example, AARP said to take time to 
appreciate your partner’s skin. (I thought that 
sounded very romantic. Then AARP added: 
“Be on the lookout for suspicious moles.” 
Well, that kind of ruined the mood.)

To the makers of the mousetrap who 
claim “It kills over 100 mice per set of bat-
teries” on the package: Wouldn’t you like to 
know how many times you can change the 
channel with your remote or open and close 
your garage door with a couple of AAAs? 
This information is usually never included. 
But deaths per battery? Right on the box.

To the chirping noise that went on in 
our house every 30 seconds: We could not 
locate the problem, and it was driving us 
crazy for three days. We finally located the 
errant smoke detector. The constant chirp-
ing has had no lasting effect on us, but our 
cat is still in therapy once a week.

To Mary Ellen who was traumatized when 
our cat killed a mouse in our basement 
storeroom: She humanizes the animals, and 
her heart goes out to them. I suggested we 
try to not think about it that night and just 
watch a fun movie. “Ratatouille” was prob-
ably a bad choice.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“January, The first 

month of the year, 

A perfect time to 

start all over again, 

Changing energies and 

deserting old moods 

New beginnings, new 

attitudes”
– Charmaine J. Forde 

QUOTE

VIEWS

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsensical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll share 
one with you …

In Virginia, hunting is forbidden on Sundays, unless you’re hunting raccoons.

STRANGE LAW

Transforming 
Brownsburg doesn’t 

help neighbors
Editor,

In a blink of an eye, the former Lacy 
family farmland is being transformed 
from cornfields to concrete. The Browns-
burg Town Vision is being fulfilled at 
a rapid pace as the pursuit of the all-
important 3% tax revenue is resulting 
in 45 foot concrete walls spouting from 
the fields at the intersection of I-74 and 
Ronald Reagan Parkway. 

Nothing displays the character of 
Brownsburg or says “welcome home” 
like a dozen sprawling industrial ware-
houses with hundreds of yawning semi-
tractor truck docks. So, the landscape of 
Brownsburg will be forever changed. For 
the better?

Clermont Heights’ homeowners think 
not. They will now live in the shadow of 
these concrete monstrosities and share 
their little county road with hundreds 
of rushing semi-trucks. In addition, their 
yards may boast new water features as 
the miles of concrete and hard surfaces 
displace natural drainage. So who wins?

Pam Sheads, Brownsburg

READER’S VIEW
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GENERATOR 
SAFETY AT HOME

GENERATOR DOS AND DON’TS
DO operate a generator outdoors in an area with plenty of 
ventilation.

DO install CO alarms inside the home to provide an early 
warning of carbon monoxide.

DO NOT plug a generator into the wall without installing a 
transfer switch to prevent backfeed.

DO turn the generator on before plugging in appliances. 

DO NOT touch the generator with wet hands to avoid 
electrocution.

DO turn off the generator before refueling with gasoline to 
allow it to cool down.

DO NOT overload the generator.

DO use a heavy-duty, outdoor-rated extension cord rated at 
least equal to the sum of the connected appliances.

DO NOT use a generator as a permanent solution.

DO consult the owner’s manual for your generator  
for specific safety instructions.

By Martha Rardin, RD, CD

Today I want to write 
about an emerging health epidemic that 
relatively few people have on their radar. 
Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease (NAFLD) 
occurs when fat builds up in your liver. Too 
much fat buildup causes inflammation and 
liver cell damage. This damage can cause 
the liver to become fibrous, scarred and can 
lead to cirrhosis or liver cancer.

NAFLD is most common in those with 
obesity, middle age, a diagnosis of type 
2 diabetes, high cholesterol, high triglyc-
erides and high blood pressure. NAFLD is 
often present in those with a diagnosis of 
metabolic syndrome or insulin resistance. 
Sometimes NAFLD is more prevalent in 
those with a prior diagnosis of hepatitis C. It 
is thought NAFLD affects 30-40% of adults 
in the United States.

Signs and symptoms for NAFLD are often 
silent but may include nausea, weakness, 
fatigue, feeling of fullness, swollen belly or 
discomfort in your upper right abdomen. 
Your provider will conduct a physical exami-
nation, check labs and radiological tests and 
may even biopsy your liver to make a final 
diagnosis.

Why is NAFLD a concern? This is largely 
a lifestyle disease, and the main concern 
when a person has NAFLD is an increased 
risk of developing cardiovascular disease. 
Cardiovascular disease is the most common 
cause of death for those with NAFLD. 

Another concern is the presence of 
NAFLD in obese children. Pediatricians are 
especially concerned about this disturbing 
trend because of the unfortunate disease 
processes triggered by NAFLD. 

It is estimated 10% of children have 
NAFLD, and this number has doubled in the 
last 20 years. We all want our children to 
grow up happy and healthy, but their health 
as a little person often foreshadows their 
health as an adult.

How do you treat NAFLD? As I mentioned 
earlier, this is a lifestyle disease and treat-
ment requires changing your lifestyle. Here 
are key measures to manage NAFLD:

• Lose weight – even losing 10% will 
show improvement in your liver

• Eat a healthy diet
• Exercise daily
• Avoid alcohol
• Get your Hepatitis A and B vaccine
• Get checked for Hepatitis C
• If you are a person with diabetes, take 

your medication and check your blood 
sugars

• Control your high blood pressure
• Lower your cholesterol and triglycerides
• Take only the medications prescribed 

in the right amounts
I chose to write about NAFLD because 

this disease is rarely in the news and doesn’t 
receive a lot of attention, but it silently 
wreaks havoc and is largely preventable. It is 
never too late to take steps to improve your 
lifestyle. Make a plan, get help if needed 
and set your goal towards a happier and 
healthier you.

NAFLD and why you need 
to know what it means

NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is 
Director of Nutrition and Dietetics for 
Hendricks Regional Health. Her goal is to 
share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 11

O P E R A S T P I N C A
N A V A L E A U C O R E
T W A N G E L M O H A R A

D A R K C A R N I V A L
P R U D E N T E S T A T E
E T S C O U G H T E X
R E S O W H E A D Y

R A Y B R A D B U R Y
T O Y O U O S A K A

O K S R E L I C L I L
L A T I N O S H O U L D A
D R I V I N G B L I N D
S A R A N A A A I D A H O

T U N E S S N C E D A R
S P A R P H D E R O D E

1 9 7 3 2 8 6 5 4
6 3 2 4 1 5 9 8 7
8 4 5 7 6 9 1 2 3
3 7 8 9 5 6 4 1 2
5 1 6 8 4 2 3 7 9
4 2 9 1 7 3 8 6 5
7 5 3 6 8 4 2 9 1
2 8 4 5 9 1 7 3 6
9 6 1 2 3 7 5 4 8

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Characters: CHARLIE, LINUS, LUCY, PIGPEN, SNOOPY, WOODSTOCK; 
Reindeer: COMET, CUPID, DASHER, RUDOLPH, VIXEN; Materials: ANGORA, CASHMERE, COTTON, WOOL; Av-
enues: CARROLLTON, COLLEGE, GUILFORD; Teams: INDIANA, PURDUE; Inductee: ROBERT MATHIS
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Don’t let a brain or spine injury keep you from living a life you love. 
Our physicians have the depth of knowledge and expertise to help 
you recover your physical strength, mental acuity, and well-being. 
Whether you’re fencing at a national level or going back to school, 
we’re here to help you get back to being you. 

Learn more about Ryan and his story at GoodmanCampbell.com.

Ryan B.,
Goodman 
Campbell 
Patient

-

I’M THE SAME ME 
AS I WAS BEFORE 
THE ACCIDENT.

” 
Don’t let a brain or spine injury keep you from living a life you love. 
Our physicians have the depth of knowledge and expertise to help 
you recover your physical strength, mental acuity, and well-being. 
Whether you’re fencing at a national level or going back to school, 

GoodmanCampbell.com.

Ryan B.,
Goodman 
Campbell 
Patient

-

I’M THE SAME ME 
AS I WAS BEFORE ” Ryan B.,” Ryan B.,

Goodman ” Goodman 

By Karl Zimmer

Our lives, like any story and 
every system, are made up of 

change, of ups and downs and forks in the 
road. Sometimes, we must make decisions 
to alter course, whether we 
were the initiators of the 
change in direction or if an 
event out of our control 
caused the detour. Ultimate-
ly, it matters little what the 
cause was, only that we can 
learn from it if it was some-
thing within our control.

If we have learned anything from the past 
couple years, we have learned that much is 
out of our control, and we can only affect 
that which we have control over. Perhaps the 
first step in creating a better life is determin-
ing what it is you want your life to be. What 
makes you happy? 

There is an often-cited question that goes, 
“If money were no object, what would you 
want to do with your life?” It is an attempt 
to disregard the “livelihood” motive and to 
focus on living joyfully. Research shows that 
those who are happy live longer.

Once you have determined what makes 
you happy, next is taking steps to build a life 
around those things that make you happy. 

Is that travel, spending time with children 
or grandkids, volunteering for your favorite 
charity, hiking in the mountains, sitting on 
a beach drinking piña coladas, touring the 
country in an RV or cruising the Great Loop 
on a boat? 

Maybe it’s a combination 
of many of those things and 
more. Whatever it is, you 
have the power to decide 
and to act. Even if you end 
up doing several of those 
and deciding some are not 
what make you happy, you 
will figure out which to do, 

and that is called living.
The key is to do something, and if one 

thing doesn’t work, do something different. It 
isn’t about always being right in your choices 
but in exploring. Sometimes the adventure 
reveals the best choices. Yes, life gets better, 
every day, in every way. How cool is that?

Does life get better?
LIFE’S 

CHOICES

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who Grew Up 
to RULE® the World…,” a speaker and board 
certified hypnotist. Karl can be contacted 
at Karl@iRULEtheWorld.com. RULE® is 
a Registered Mark of Karl R. Zimmer III. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, 

treat or cure any condition or illness.

Perhaps the first step in 
creating a better life is 
determining what it is 

you want your life to be. 

MONDAY - JANUARY 17th - 10:00 A.M.

ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE 
STAMPS 

GLASSWARE - COLLECTIBLES - PRIMITIVES 
TOOLS - LAWN & GARDEN

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!! 
OWNER:  Several Consignors 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  10% Buyer’s Premium.
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122
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Crown Hill Cemetery tells a story 
about Indy’s past

LIFESTYLE

Don Knebel is a local resident who works for 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP. For the full column 
visit donknebel.com. You may contact him at 
editorial@youarecurrent.com.

By Don Knebel

Crown Hill Cemetery, 
the country’s third largest non-governmen-
tal cemetery, provides an opportunity to 
enjoy the most picturesque site in Indianap-
olis while remembering many who helped 
make the city what it is today.

In 1863, 30 Indianapolis civic leaders 
formed a nonprofit association to establish 
a nondenominational “rural cemetery” like 
the type popular in Europe. They purchased 
236 acres of rolling farmland about 3.5 miles 
northwest of they city, including Mt. McCor-
mick, the highest point in Marion County also 
known as “Strawberry Hill” or “Crown Hill.” 

The association engaged a Pittsburgh 
architect to design the cemetery, dedicated 
on June 1, 1864. In 1866, the United States 
government purchased land from the as-
sociation as a cemetery for dead Union 
soldiers and later purchased the Confeder-
ate Mound for 1,616 soldiers who died while 
Union prisoners. An ornate vault, built in 
1875 to hold bodies until ground thawed, is 
now Gothic Chapel.

Today, Crown Hill Cemetery includes 555 
acres along Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street, 
between 32nd and 42nd streets. Its beauti-
ful grounds, including 110 species of tagged 
trees, attract about 50,000 visitors a year. 

Many follow a white line to the tomb of 
Hoosier poet James Whitcomb Riley (for 
whom Riley Hospital was named) atop 
Crown Hill that offers a panoramic view of 
downtown Indianapolis. The tombs of Presi-
dent Benjamin Harrison and author Booth 
Tarkington are just below. One area honors 
Indiana law enforcement officers killed in 
the line of duty and another, above a yard of 

bricks, remembers legends from the India-
napolis Motor Speedway. 

The other 200,000 graves include those of 
vice presidents Charles Fairbanks, Thomas 
Hendricks and Thomas Marshall, and those 
of well-known Indianapolis names from the 
past (Allison, Ayres, Butler, Claypool, Due-
senberg, Fletcher, Lilly, Stutz, Taggart) and 
present (Binford, Carson, Conrad, Eiteljorg, 
Hinkle, Irsay, Mays, Sanders). John Dillinger’s 
tombstone was removed recently because 
of repeated vandalism. 

TRAVEL

About 50,000 people visit Crown Hill each year to see the sites as well as tombs of famous people in areas 
such as the Racing Legends section. (Photos by Don Knebel)

The tombs of President Benjamin Harrison and 
author Booth Tarkington sit below the peak of 
Crown Hill. 

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM
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Cultivated Flame Thrower
LIFESTYLE

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

Happy New Year! I’d 
like to introduce one of the most colorful 
ornamental trees ever to be developed, a 
cultivar of our native redbud called ‘Flame 
Thrower.’

Redbuds are hardy, with plentiful and de-
pendable spring blooms, and a perfect size 
for most landscapes. There are great variet-
ies, but I think this one will wow gardeners 
everywhere. 

‘Flame Thrower’ came out of the research 
of Denny Werner, who has a doctorate in 
horticulture and is a professor and plant 
breeder at NC State University. 

‘Flame Thrower’ was introduced in 2019, 
but it has not been widely available. Grow-
ers have ramped up production, and this 
spring should see more for sale, although 
prices will most probably be high. 

What makes ‘Flame Thrower’ so great? 
After a mid-spring show of pinkish-lavender 
blossoms on bare branches, the new leaves 
emerge a rich, bright crimson. As they de-
velop, the leaves turn bronze, then char-
treuse, fading to golden yellow and finally 
green. 

June brings a second flush of leaves to 
repeat the color sequence. This color show 
lasts until late summer when the leaves fade 
to soft green. In the fall, they turn a bright 

This spring growers should see the new ‘Flame 
Thower’ available to plant in their landscapes that 
brings color throughout many months. (Photo by 
John Chapin)

yellow to end the show.
‘Flame Thrower,’ is hardy in Zones 5 to 9, 

which covers all of Central Indiana. It grows 
well in full shade to full sun, but colors seem 
to be brighter and last longer with after-
noon shade. Topping off at 15-20 feet tall 
and wide, it will add a flamboyant accent to 
any landscape. Happy Gardening!

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff  
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms 

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with 

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered fl ooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2022 EVENT 

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150 

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-22.

“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean  
and staff go above and beyond to make sure the customer  

is always happy. If you are looking for a honest and 
dependable place for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiffany P.

AC/EVAC &  
RECHARGE 

SPECIAL

$$898999 99 
(Normally $129.99)

With coupons only. Most cars.  
Not valid with any other offers. Exp 1/31/22

CODE:  ICON 

WINTER OIL 
CHANGE SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change 
Synthetic Blind Motor Oil Only

$$20202020
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax.  Most cars and light trucks  

up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off filters. With coupon. Not valid with any 
other offers. Canister filters extra if required. Exp 1/31/22

CODE: ICON  *offer not good for synthetic oil change

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com  
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon



January 14, 2022
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

18 SACRED SPACE

Healthy growth requires clearing 
away life-sucking weeds 

DEVOTIONAL
By Chad Parks

A couple of years ago 
I attempted to grow a garden. I had zero 
experience with gardening. I did not study 
how to grow vegetables or maintain a gar-
den, but I thought I would give it a try any-
way. In my mind the phrase, “How hard can 
it be?” flashed through it as I went to the 
store and bought the seeds of cucumbers, 
tomatoes, some herbs and miscellaneous 
vegetables. 

After I purchased the seeds, I went to the 
plot I had in our community garden and 
began to plant. After I planted I checked on 
the garden every now and then. Eventually 
I shifted my visits to every other day, and 
eventually I checked on it every other week. 

After a couple of months when I went to 
check on my poorly tended garden, I discov-
ered more weeds than actual vegetables. 
As I look back on that experience, I laugh at 
this very poor looking garden and I learned 
a very valuable lesson: to grow a healthy, 
producing garden you have to tend to it 
daily, nurture it, water it and clear the life-
sucking weeds away from the vegetables. 

It takes time and effort to do that. 
This eye-opening, laughable experience 

made me think about my life and walk 
with Jesus Christ. If we are truly to live out 
our walk with Christ, then our relationship 
needs to be nurshied, watered, fed and pro-
tected. 

The cool thing about our life with Christ is 
that our salvation is a free gift that was paid 
for on the cross by Jesus, but our calling to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus is an ever 
growing life that takes effort.

Just like growing a healthy garden, our 
walk with Jesus takes time and effort and 
intentionality. 

I want to leave you with a powerful scrip-
ture from John 15:5, “I am the vine; you are 
the branches. If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing.”  

Chad Parks is the lead pastor at Second 
Chance Church of the Nazarene in 
Plainfield. Visit secondcc.com for more 
information. 

1,032 SQ FT OFFICE • 5,040 SQ FT SHOP
8,276 SQ FT STORAGE BUILDING
TRUCK SCALE • LOADING DOCK

LARGE PARKING AREA
12.73 ACRES • PUBLIC UTILITIES

EXCELLENT POTENTIAL FOR CONTRACTORS, FARMERS,
LANDSCAPERS, EXCAVATORS, STORAGE, & MORE!

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
500 S Front Street, Thorntown, IN 46071

Office • Shop • Storage Building • 12.73 Acres

OWNER: Co-Alliance Cooperative, Inc.
For more information visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26th - 10:00 A.M.
OPEN HOUSE:

Wednesday, January 19 th
11:00 AM TO 1:00 PM

RONCALLI.ORG

ARE YOU A TEACHER   
LOOKING FOR A CHANGE?

Do you have a passion for teaching?
Might you be seeking a change?

Students and teachers at Roncalli High School are able to give 
their undivided attention and energy to the essential tasks of 
teaching and learning on a daily basis. Their work unfolds in  

a faith community that upholds the timeless values of  
hard work, self discipline and student accountability  

all within a cellphone free environment. 

We have a specific interest in teachers who are seeking a 
change in their career and/or seeking flexibility in their schedule.   
Interested candidates are asked to send their resume to Roncalli 

High School principal, Kevin Banich, at kbanich@roncalli.org. 

Roncalli High School is one of only three high schools in the state 
of Indiana to be honored three times as a Blue Ribbon School of 

Excellence by the United States Department of Education. We have 
been recognized as a Four Star School by the Indiana Department 

of Education for ten consecutive years!
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LEADING BY EXAMPLE
Harris heads into retirement after working, volunteering to improve Hendricks County

By Words words

Becky Harris worked as the past director of sales at Visit 
Hendricks County. Heading into retirement, she worked 
for 13 years to make our county one of the best. Harris 
also served as a past president of the Plainfield Chamber 

of Commerce board of directors, is a 2021 graduate of 
Leadership Hendricks County and is charter member of 
Avon Tri Kappa. She and her husband, Brad have lived in 
Avon for more than 20 years and have two grown sons 

and three grandchildren. After serving for more than a de-
cade in Hendricks County, Harris, the January ICON of the 
Month is ready to retire and turn the page. 

What do you consider your greatest virtue? Empathy
What do you most deplore in others? Apathy
What do you like most about living in Hendricks County? Hendricks County’s greatest assets 
are the people who live and work here.
If you had to live elsewhere than in Hendricks County, where would it be? We’ve talked 
about moving to Franklin to be closer to our son and family.
If you could begin life over, what would you change? Worry less about what other 
people think.
If money were no issue, how would you spend it? (I would) buy a lake house in 
Michigan to spend summers with family and friends and a winter home in Arizona 
so my husband can play golf.
What makes you happiest? They say a mother is only as happy as her unhappiest 
child. I’m happiest when my children are living their best lives.
What is your favorite vacation spot? Pure Michigan
What do you do with idle time? I grew up going to auctions, flea markets and an-
tique stores with my mom. I still enjoy hunting for treasures and unique finds.
What is it that makes you angry? Lack of accountability
What do you do to escape from reality? Attending concerts and 
shows, or something as simple as taking a long walk can be a nice 
escape.
What or who is the greatest love of your life? My family, including my 
parents; my mom had a servant’s heart and gave so much to her church 
and community. My dad was my hero and biggest cheerleader.
Which living person in Hendricks County do you most admire? I’ve 
had the privilege of meeting and working with so many remarkable peo-
ple. I honestly can’t name just one.
What is the quality you most like in a man? Smart and sense of hu-
mor
What is the quality you most like in a woman? Compassionate and 
loyal
What is your greatest extravagance? I bought a new car a few years 
ago, and it was the first time I had ever picked out exactly what I wanted.  
What are your fears, phobias? I’m claustrophobic. I avoid elevators and always 
look for the stairs.  
What has been the happiest time of your life? We started taking our children and 
grandchildren on vacation every year, and I’m happiest when we’re all together.
Which talent would you most like to possess? I played the piano when I was young but didn’t 
stick with it. I wish I could still play, but maybe I’ll take lessons again when I retire.
What do you most value in your friends? I’m very lucky to have lifelong friendships with amazing 
women, some whom have been friends for 50-plus years. They lift me up and accept me for who I am. 
Which historical figure do you most identify with? Betty Ford; her empathetic approach to her duties 
as First Lady helped to bring national attention to breast cancer and substance abuse. 
What is your greatest regret? My mom’s parents died when I was young. I’ve always regretted that I 
missed out on knowing my grandparents better.  
What tenet do you live by? Start where you are, use what you have, do what you can. 

ICON of the MonthCOMMUNITY



January 14, 2022
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

20

You get our best selection and pricing! We hold your purchase until spring!* 
13,000 sq. ft. of the Finest Lines and styles of Outdoor and Indoor Furniture

Wicker Works Home Show Sale

SALE COUPON - Double Discounts!!!  30% OFF!
Everything In Stock 30% OFF already discounted prices!

Excludes Manager’s Specials.  Expires  January 23, 2022.

We Offer Hometown Service and Big City Selection!
WWW.WICKERWORKSOFBROWNSBURG.COM

4 Days Only!  January 20th-23rd
Sale Hours:  Thurs.-Sat.  9 a.m. -5 p.m.  •  Sun.  12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

4 Day Sale!
Huge Savings!


