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We’re standing up to cancer — together. To learn more about Hendricks Regional Health 
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, visit hendricksplasticsurgery.com or call (317) 718-7980.

Rachel Scott, MD 
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery

Breast cancer doesn’t wait. 
Neither does our care.
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Danville’s Children’s Ballet presents holiday classic
One of Hendricks County’s best holiday offer-

ings is The Children’s Ballet performance of Tchai-
kovsky’s “The Nutcracker.” 

Complete with toy maker Herr Drosselmeyer, 
Mother Ginger and all of her children, and the 
beautiful dance of the snowflakes, it is the perfect 
setting for creating annual holiday memories and 
traditions. 

Ballet students of all ages, professional balleri-
nas, ballet instructors and volunteers have come 
together creating an ensemble of 50 cast mem-
bers for this performance. 

Actors from the Hendricks County Civic Theatre 
will portray townspeople. Bill Franklin, owner of 
Danville’s Court House Grounds café, will reprise 
his role as Herr Drosselmeyer.

“So many of us attend performances of ‘The 
Nutcracker’ every year in Indianapolis,” said Anne 
Johansson, executive director of The Children’s 
Ballet. “That is why we are so excited to bring 
Marie, the Sugar Plum Fairy, all of the characters 
from the Land of the Sweets, and, of course, the 
Nutcracker to our local stage.”
The Nutcracker
When: 7 p.m. Dec. 17-18, 2:30 p.m. Dec. 19. 

Where: Danville High School, 100 Warrior Way, 
Danville 
Cost: $20 adults, $10 for children ages 2-12, un-
der 2 free. 
Website: thechildrensballet.com

Read more at myhcicon.com/danvilles-
childrens-ballet-presents-nutcracker

Presented  
by:

WEBon the

Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to 
catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com and 

follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories and 
photos that feature and affect you and your community.

COMMUNITY

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
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Local Media, LLC. Content 
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reflect the views of The Hendricks County 
ICON publisher, editorial staff or graphic 
design team. The Hendricks County ICON is 
devoted to clearly differentiating between 
sponsored content and editorial content. 
Potential advertisers interested in sponsored 
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lyla@icontimes.com.
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IU Health requests COVID-19 assistance  
from the National Guard

IU Health requested assistance from the Na-
tional Guard for most of its hospitals (except Riley 
Children’s Hospital). This includes IU Health West 
in Avon, North and Saxony hospitals. 

The hospital released this statement Dec. 9:
As COVID cases continue to increase and hos-

pitalization of COVID and non-COVID patients 
reach all-time highs, the demand and strain 
on Indiana University Health’s team members, 
nurses and providers has never been greater. To 
best support our team members and patients, 
IU Health will leverage all available resources 
and enlist members of Indiana’s National Guard, 
in conjunction with the Indiana Department of 

Health, to assist in areas of critical need.
IU Health is proud to partner with the Indiana 

Department of Health and National Guard in this 
effort to care for the people of Indiana.

Read more at: myhcicon.com/iu-health-
requests-assistance-from-the-national-guard

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

Court House 
Grounds owner 
Bill Franklin 
plays audience 
favorite Herr 
Drosselmeyer 
every year. The 
Children’s Ballet 
student Olivia 
Abott previously 
portrayed Marie 
in the school’s 
performance of 
the Nutcracker. 
(Photo provided 
by Sarah Crail)
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Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Avon Town Council met Dec. 2 at 
Avon Town Hall. Meetings can be viewed on 
the town’s Facebook, YouTube, LinkedIn and 
Twitter. The council meets on the second and 
fourth Thursdays each month, 6570 E. U.S. 36. 
The next scheduled meeting is 7 p.m. Dec. 16. 

Avon council approves contract 
engineering services, receives grant

WHAT HAPPENED: Three engineering 
companies were approved for on-
call engineering services to Avon: 
Etica Group, Banning Engineering 
and Crossroads Detailing. These 
organizations will be paid on an hourly 
basis as needed. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved 
Avon’s participation in a national opioid 
settlement, in the event a settlement comes 
to fruition. A couple of class action suits have 
consolidated against some manufacturers 
and distributors of opioid pharmaceuticals. 
A proposal has been made that combines 
state and local governments into one 
settlement. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The Hendricks County 
Recycling District awarded Avon a $1,550 
grant to purchase three benches built from 
recycled plastic to put along White Lick Creek 
Trail.  The town has 24 months to purchase 
these benches.  

WHAT IT MEANS: Etica is an Indianapolis 
architectural, engineering, surveying and 
construction inspection firm.  Banning 
Engineering, based in Plainfield, is a civil 
engineering and survey firm. Banning 
specifically noted to the town that the 
drainage, surveying and inspection services are 
the areas they can best serve Avon. Crossroads 
Detailing is an engineering services company 
located in Avon. These contracts are reviewed 
annually, but every three years the town opens 
it up for proposal so that any engineering firm 
can bid for an oncall contract with the town.

WHAT IT MEANS: As a participant in this proposal, 
Avon agrees not to independently seek litigation 
against these companies. Avon also agrees, in the 
event there is a settlement, that this money will be 
utilized in the places where the opioid epidemic is 
most affected, such as the police department.  

WHAT IT MEANS: Avon applied for a $5,000 grant 
but was awarded $1,550. Avon can apply for this 
grant twice a year. 

ICONICbrief
Danville library hosts virtual fundraiser

The Friends of the Danville-
Center Township Public Library are 
hosting an ongoing virtual sale 
through January. 

Items in the sale include pic-
tures, chairs, bean bags chairs 
and other smaller items. There are 
books, DVDs and magazines in 
Rosalie’s Room. The Youth Services 
Department has been also bun-
dling books, DVDs and audiobooks. 

“Because of COVID, the Friends 
has had to cancel several sales,” 
said Jen Wolfgang, library IT sup-
port specialist. “This has really 

hurt their fundraising efforts. The 
Friends is the sole support of 
programming at the library. This 
includes youth services, adult ser-
vices and the Indiana Room.

“Also, because of COVID restric-
tions, programming has taken 
more creative but expensive forms. 
We are asking for the public’s help. 
Please shop and donate.”

Follow the library on social me-
dia and visit dplindiana.org/fol-sale 
for updates. 

Contact the library at (317) 745-
2604 or email dplfol@dplindiana.org.  

Red Cross seeks immediate blood donors
As the nation gathers again for 

celebrations this season, the Ameri-
can Red Cross, which provides 40% 
of the country’s blood, is facing his-
torically low blood supply levels. 

A blood donation opportunity 
is coming up in Hendricks County 
on 1-6 p.m. Dec. 28 at Arbuckle 

Acres Park, Bundy Lodge, 7024 Lu-
cas Drive, Brownsburg. Donors can 
schedule an appointment using 
the Red Cross blood donor app, vis-
iting RedCrossBlood.org.

Breast cancer 
doesn’t wait. 
Neither does our care.
As a double board-certified plastic and reconstructive surgeon, Dr. Rachel 
Scott works with breast cancer patients during their treatment journey to 
provide expert surgical care and innovative breast reconstruction techniques. 
She collaborates with our team of breast surgical oncologists, cancer risk and 
genetic experts, radiologists, dietitians, social workers and physical therapists to 
provide holistic breast cancer care and support to patients and their families. 

We’re standing up to cancer — together. To learn more about 
Hendricks Regional Health Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, visit 
hendricksplasticsurgery.com or call (317) 718-7980.

Rachel Scott, MD
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery
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The Plainfield Town Council met Dec. 13. The council meets at 6 p.m. for a work session 
and 7 p.m. for a council meeting on the second and fourth Mondays each month at 591 
Moon Road. Due to the holidays, the next meeting is scheduled for 5 p.m. Dec. 21.  

Plainfield council approves redevelopment project 
agreement, establishes annexation policies

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a contract for professional services 
with Butler, Fairman & Seufert not to exceed $90,600 to provide preliminary 
environmental engineering services for the Orly Road Bridge Project.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved resolutions adopting written fiscal plans 
and establishing policies for provision of town services to annexed areas.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council passed a resolution approving the project 
agreement for Hobbs Station Redevelopment Project.

WHAT IT MEANS: The project study will review two options for the development. One 
would remain on the existing alignment while the other would shift the alignment north. 
This study will look at new bridge options and costs, preliminary hydraulics, roadway 
alignment, environmental impacts and permitting concerns. 

WHAT IT MEANS: These resolutions regard Charter Oaks Lot 17, 8654 Claren Drive; Lot 9 
Willman’s Lake, 7297 Willman Drive; Medallion Meadows Lots 26 and 27, 2478 Medallion 
Court and 10047 Medallion Drive; Friendswood 2, 10801 E. CR 700 S; and Redbird and 
Associated Properties, approximately 6448 S. CR 675 E and 6601 E. CR 600 S.

WHAT IT MEANS: Hobbs Station Industrial and Hobbs Station Multi-Family has proposed 
a new industrial, mixed-use development for housing, commercial space and associated 
infrastructure. The project will sit on approximately 25 acres and be constructed in four 
phases. The project phases each include market rate rental and for sale housing, commercial 
space, industrial space and parking.

804 East Main Street  •  Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer.  Coupon has no value.  Expires 12/31/2021.

Ce
le

br
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ing

 47 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  12/31/2021.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 12/31/2021.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean  
and staff go above and beyond to make sure the customer  

is always happy. If you are looking for a honest and 
dependable place for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiffany P.

AC/EVAC &  
RECHARGE 

SPECIAL

$$898999 99 
(Normally $129.99)

With coupons only. Most cars.  
Not valid with any other offers. Exp 12/31/21

CODE:  ICON 

WINTER OIL 
CHANGE SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change 
Synthetic Blind Motor Oil Only

$$20202020
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax.  Most cars and light trucks  

up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off filters. With coupon. Not valid with any 
other offers. Canister filters extra if required. Exp 12/31/21

CODE: ICON  *offer not good for synthetic oil change

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com  
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon
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Good Friends Make 
Great Neighbors at 

Glasswater Creek of Plainfield

Call today to 
schedule a tour!

Residents Enjoy
•	 Private	apartment
•	 Emergency	call	devices	in	bathroom	and	sleeping	area
•	 Ongoing	health	monitoring	and	nursing	assessments
•	 Assistance	with	transportation	needs
•	 24-hour	staffing
•	 Three	meals	daily,	plus	snacks

10480 Glasswater Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46231
glasswatercreek-plainfield.com

Scan to 
learn more.317-839-5808

We have Assisted Living apartments available!

you be you.We letWe let

ASSISTED LIVING - REHABILITATION  
LONG TERM CARE
MEMORY SUPPORT

Take our free  
healthcare assessment at 

 cardon.us/icon

 www.CumberlandTrace.us

ICONICbrief
ICON introduces Williams 

to writing staff
Staff report

Kelly Williams, a longtime resident of 
the west side of Indianap-
olis, moved to Hendricks 
County in 2019. Married 
for over 30 years,  she is a 
mother of three children 
and nana to five. Family 
remains one of her top 
priorities.  

An avid reader and 
lover of story and per-
sonal testimonies, Williams discovered 
her own passion for writing while she 
was teaching junior high students in 
Speedway.  

“I had gone through four years of col-
lege as a nontraditional student, and in 
my first writing class I discovered that 
I enjoyed playing with the nuances of 
words and sentence structures, but it 
wasn’t until I stood before a classroom of 

wide-eyed students teaching them the 
art of self-expression through language 
that an inner passion began to ignite 
within me.”

Understanding that words have 
power and everyone has a story, Williams 
stepped away from teaching in 2010 to 
pen her own spiritual journey and has 
since published two books: “A Gradual 
Redemption — A Story of Faith, Choice 
and the Sovereignty of God” and “A 
Beautiful Restoration — A Story of Faith, 
Fellowship and Discovering the Father’s 
Heart.”

In addition to joining the ICON team, 
Williams spends her time walking with 
women as they overcome difficult cir-
cumstances, entertaining, volunteering 
and writing her third book, “An Invitation 
into Intimacy- A Story of Victory, Identity, 
and Experiencing the Love of the Father.”

Williams
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Getting to know  
Ralph “Zoc” Zoccolillo

• Tell us about your family: I am 
blessed with my family in New 
York and blessed with my family 
in Illinois, where my wife’s family 
lives. 

• What was the biggest change 
for you when you moved from 
New York to the Midwest? My 
wife Kendra and I met at a 
convention in Las Vegas, and she 
told me she was from this town 
called Catlin, Ill. And so, our long-
distance relationship began. 
When I went to visit her in Catlin, 
she took me in the backyard, and 
there I stood. I looked to the north 
and said,  
“Boy, lots of corn. Then looked 
east and more corn. Then south 
and more freaking corn. I looked 
west and told my wife I will never 
eat corn again. I said, ‘Hon, I’m a 
New Yorker. I need to see some 
buildings and hear a car go by. 

• What do you like to do in your 
free time? I really enjoy golfing 
but haven’t been able to because 
of back and foot issues. So, I enjoy 
my mancave watching Colts and 
Pacers games. We also love going 
to Indy Fuel Hockey games with 
our grandson Duncan who plays 
for the Danville Jr. Dashers.

• What are some of your favorite 
movies? “The Godfather,” “The 
Godfather: Part II,” “Schindler’s List,” 
“Goodfellas,” “Flags of Our Fathers” 
and “American Gangster.” 

• Do you have pets? We absolutely 
love our Boston terriers Zoey and 
Khloe. The love and joy they bring 
to our lives are beyond words. 
They are going on 2 and are quite 
a handful, but we adore them, 
even though they are training me 
like no other.

COVER STORY

By Peg McRoy Glover

Santa and Mrs. Claus arrived via police 
escort (winds grounded the Claus’ Huey he-
licopter) for the annual Spirit of Christmas 
event at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds 
Dec. 11. They were greeted by 16 military 
families, and 48 children enjoyed lunch with 
the Clauses while interacting with fun char-
acters including Elsa, Anna and Batman. 

Indiana National Guard Family Assistance 
Program, American Legion Family Assis-
tance Program and other military and vet-
eran organizations identified these families 
who needed holiday financial assistance. 
Each was given $1,000 in gift cards to spend 
as they choose. 

The kids also received gifts from their 
wish list to take home.

The Indiana Blue Star Military Family 
Program organizes the holiday event. The 
Avon-based volunteer organization sup-
ports Hoosier members of the United States 
armed forces and recognizes the sacrifices 
made by their families. 

At the helm of this organization is Ralph 
“Zoc” Zoccolillo, a Vietnam War Army vet-
eran who served in 1969 and 1970. He grew 
up in the New York City boroughs of the 
Bronx and Queens, where he returned after 
his tour in Vietnam. 

He worked for AT&T until he retired. Then 
he and his wife Kendra moved to the west 
side of Indianapolis to be closer to her fam-
ily, who live in Danville, Ill. 

As Zoccolillo acclimated to his new 
community, he joined the Avon American 
Legion. Through the Legion he found his 
retirement calling and began serving Blue 
Star Families as a volunteer. 

He volunteers throughout the year net-
working for donations and sponsorships to 
support these families. 

As their sole fundraiser, Zoccolillo raises 
$35,000-$40,000 in sponsorship money for 
these families. Some of his sponsors give 
every year, but he always branches out 
seeking new sponsorships. All money raised 
goes entirely to the families. 

When it comes to donations, he utilizes 
his vast network.

“We don’t just do the spirit of Christmas, 
we help Blue Star families throughout the 
year. If a family needs a television, washer, 
air conditioning unit or whatever, we help 

Avon’s Indiana Blue 
Star holiday program 

supports military families

them,” said Zoc. “I always say that I am just 
one phone call away from getting anything 
someone needs. I pick up the phone and 
call someone. If that person can’t help, then 
I make the next phone call until I find some-
one who can help. I’ve been fortunate. I get 
a lot of ‘yeses’ to help.”
History of the Blue Star Banner Program

The Blue Star Banner Program began dur-
ing World War I. 

Blue Star banners were placed in win-
dows of homes for those serving in the 
armed forces to let the community know 
and honor those serving. If that blue star 
became a gold star, it signified that that 
person was killed in action or died while 
serving.

In World War II when more than 16 million 
people served in the United States military 
and 406,000 died, these banners became 
prevalent. 

The Blue Star banner program waned 
during the Korean and Vietnam War 
eras. But the national American Legion 

A Huey helicopter from Indiana Air Search and Rescue landed with Santa and Mrs. Claus and their elves during 
the 2019 event. High winds prevented that from happening this year. (File photo by Rick Myers, 1961-2021)

reinstituted the Blue Star program in 2000.
“In my truck I have Blue Star banners that 

I give out,” said Zoc. “I have a gold star ban-
ner, too, that I hope I never have to use.” 

ON THE COVER: Santa and Dixie the Praying Dog 
greet military families at the Indiana Blue Star Spirit 
of Christmas event Dec. 11. (Photo by Cathy Myers)

The Memorial Bell was on display at the Indiana Blue 
Star holiday program Dec. 11.  (Photo by Cathy Myers)
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Plainfield Police Department awards Wuest  

with Life Saving Medal

At the Dec. 2 Plainfield Police Com-
missioner meeting, officer Cole Wuest 
was awarded the Life Saving Medal by 
Chief Jared McKee. 

On Oct. 21 Wuest was the first to ar-
rive on the scene of a reported male 
subject down. He immediately took 
over CPR compressions from the male’s 
wife. While medics set up and attached 

the defibrillator, Wuest continued with 
CPR compressions. The award states 
that while performing CPR, Wuest was 
calm and directed what he needed 
from loved ones and the other units on 
scene. The medics took over CPR com-
pressions and were able to get a pulse 
so the subject could be transported to 
the hospital.

COMMUNITY

HEARTLAND CROSSING PEDIATRICS 
1001 Hadley Road • Suite LL050 • Mooresville

Schedule Today  (844) 376-2778

inspired by 
children
To us, your children are much more than an illness. 
They inspire our team of top doctors, specialists and nurses.

AMANDA WALTER, MD

KATY GRISMORE, PNP

CORIN MARSHALL, MD

TONYA WHITAKER, NP

IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL VISITS
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

WE SPECIALIZE IN BOTOX AND FILLERS. ENHANCE  
YOUR NATURAL BEAUTY WITHOUT LOOKING FAKE!

7230 Arbuckle Commons
Elevate Office in Brownsburg

Please follow us on Facebook: Be Blessed Aesthetics
Follow us on Instagram: @BeBlessedAesthetics

317-847-2065

$$5500  ooffff  
 any service 
 over $300

Plainfield Police 
officer Cole 
Wuest received 
a medal for 
helping save 
a life from 
Chief Jared 
McKee. (Photo 
provided by 
Plainfield Police 
Department)
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

Avon schools reinstate mask requirement due 
to upsurge in COVID-19 cases

By Peg McRoy Glover

In response to an upsurge in COVID-19 cases report-
ed in Hendricks County the past two weeks, the Avon 
School Corporation changed its COVID-19 face mask 
protocol from recommended to mandatory for all stu-
dents and staff Dec. 9.   

This increase has put the county into level red status 
two consecutive weeks, indicating the county has a 
very high positivity and spread rate.

The school’s mask protocol was put into place prior 
to the start of this academic year stipulating that the 
face mask requirement would be put back into place if 
the county remained at a red level status for two con-
secutive weeks or if 10% of the student body was in 
quarantine. 

The highest level of quarantine rate within a school, 
as posted on the school’s website, is 1.81% at White 
Oak Elementary.

“We will continue to keep a close eye on the percent-
ages of students quarantined in each of our schools 
and on the positivity rate in Hendricks County,” said 
Kevin Carr, communications coordinator for Avon 
schools. “We will adjust based upon the COVID-19 pro-
tocols listed at avon-schools.org/covid. Our priorities 
are to keep students and employees safe and to keep 
schools open for in-person learning.”

According to the Indiana COVID-19 Data Report on 
the IN.gov website Dec. 9, Hendricks County reported 
a seven-day increase of 439 new cases resulting in a 
15.75% positivity rate.  Indiana reported 5,513 new 
cases from Nov. 30-Dec. 8, reflecting a 14.5% positivity 
rate and 41 new deaths.

Scott Wyndham, superintendent of Avon Schools, 
said that the hope is that the mask requirement will 
have the same effect as it did last year in reducing the 
number of cases. It is also anticipated that mask wear-
ing will also limit the number of students needing to 
be quarantined. 

The mask requirement will remain in effect until the 
county is put at an orange status level for two consecu-
tive weeks. Orange level indicated a medium to high 
community spread. 

Updated Indiana and Hendricks County COVID-19 
reports can be accessed at coronavirus.in.gov/2393.
htm.  

By Kelly Williams

The Indiana Lyons started the 2021-22 season 5-0. 
Every time they hit the hardwood, they give their fans 
the opportunity to watch two native Hendricks County 
athletes in the Lyons Den — No. 8 Kendric Lee and No. 
4 Dillon Ware. 

With 11 points and 10 steals, Lee’s efforts, combined 
with Ware’s dunk, both the end of the first half and end 
of the Dec. 4 game, proved crucial to defeating the Mu-
sic City Jazz.

Lee, 32, first demonstrated his athletic talent on the basketball 
team at Brownsburg High School. Upon graduation from BHS, he 
went on to St. Louis Community College until transferring to Purdue 
University North Central in 2014-15. He then played for the Kentucky 
Enforcers before joining the Indiana Lyons in 2018.

As a 6-foot 1-inch forward/guard, Lee’s versatility can be seen 
all over the court. Best known for his ability to steal, his defensive 

presence is unmistakable while his offensive game is just as 
threatening. An all-around player, Lee was named an 2020-21 ABA 
All-star and currently leads the team in assists. 

Lyons owner Tyrone Brown says that Lee’s athletic ability isn’t 
the only thing he brings to the team. 

“It’s his toughness, his veteran presence and his leadership that 
all contribute to the overall health of our team. His willingness to 
see the younger players excel and accomplish all of their goals, 
players like Dillon, is inspiring.”

Ware is the other Indiana Lyons player to raise Hoosier pride. 
A 2020 graduate from Danville Community High School, Ware, a 
6-foot 8-inch center/forward joined the Indiana Lyons in 2021 and 
in mid-December was shooting 70.5% from the field. Averaging 28 
points per game, he leads the team in scoring. 

Outside of basketball Brown calls him “a role model on and off 
the court.” 

“A very, very good person, Dillon’s love for kids is infectious,” 
Brown said. “He’s definitely a people first, basketball second kind 
of player.

“These two are our community, zero trouble and they can’t help 
but bring young people along with them. They’re worth coming 
to see.” 

Roman Numerals
Pine Tree Elementary in Avon one 

of two Indiana schools to earn the 
National Title I Distinguished School 
on the basis of outstanding student 
academic achievement. 

Pine Tree has succeeded in clos-
ing the achievement gap between student groups for two or more 
consecutive years.

“Pine Tree Elementary School is one of up to 100 schools 
throughout the country that is being nationally recognized for ex-
ceptional student achievement in 2021,” said Indiana Secretary of 
Education Katie Jenner.

11 OF  OF 22

Hendricks County hoopsters lead 
on the hardwood with Indiana Lyons

Lee

Danville grad Dillon Ware wears No. 4 for the Lyons and leads the team in 
scoring. (Photos provided by Antonio Toppin, TOPPLevel Entertainment)

Cheer on  
the Lyons

What: Indiana 
Lyons basketball 
Where: Lyons Den, 
49 N. Wayne St., 
Danville 
Web site: 
indianalyons.com
Phone: (317) 525-
8380

HC health department to host testing, vaccine clinic
The Hendricks County Health Department will host 

a drive-thru COVID-19 testing and vaccination clinic 
12-8 p.m. at Lucas Oil Raceway Dec. 17-18. To register 

for an appointment, visit ourshot.in.gov and enter the 
zip code 46234. The site will be called STR Lucas Oil 
Speedway Vax.
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Let SFT Transform Your Image With Our Ceramic Coating 
Protection Service. Protection Providing A Durable Bonded 
Barrier That Resists Heat, UV Rays & Environmental Elements 
At A Level Unparalleled To Wax. This Protection Maintains 
Lasting Integrity, Prevents Wear Deterioration While Providing 
Maintenance Clean-Up Ease, Gloss & Hydrophobic Reaction 
Leaving Noticeable Lasting Results.

•SFT Is Accredited In Select Ceramic Coatings For Their 
Professional Grade & Quality. We Offer An Array Of Professional 
Exterior & Interior Ceramic Coating Options Industrial 
Commercial Ceramic Coating Services & Rust Protection. 

Our Team Is Here To Inform Clients & Answer 
Questions. For 20 Years We Have Placed Our 
Customer’s Experience & Expectations 
Just As Important As The Quality Of 
Service Being Provided.

FOR ALWAYS CURRENT REVIEWS, PICTURES & SCOTT’S FINISHING TOUCH INFO. CHECK OUT:

Gift Cards are available for purchase in 
any denomination online or at our facility.

SFT Gift Cards are always appreciated, always 
needed and perfect for everyone on your list!

2021 Celebrating 20 Years Of Providing Quality Service • Expert Results 
IDA Certified CV•SV

EXPERIENCE THE SFT DIFFERENCE
Call Or Come By Our Facility To Schedule. CALL US! 317-271-7771

Located In Avon On Rockville Rd.  |  Scottsfinishingtouch.com

5530 E. US Hwy 36
Suite 100

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Fresh Roasted Coffee is a  
thoughtful gift for any coffee lover!  

We also offer Gift Cards, T-shirts, Mugs and more for 
those non coffee lovers!

Hurry – our gifts were very popular last year and supply is limited!

By Peg McRoy Glover

Brownsburg is planning a Main Street 
redo by making it more attractive with new 
landscaping, upgrading sidewalks and im-
proving traffic flow from Green Street to 
East Northfield Drive. 

Anderson & Bohler, an Indianapolis based 
urban design, landscape architecture and 
planning firm, was hired at the beginning 
of this year to create a vision outlining what 
Main Street could look like.

A committee was formed to meet regu-
larly with representatives from Anderson & 
Bohle. Members included Debra Cook, co-
town manager and economic development 
director; Ethan Pierce, economic develop-
ment specialist; Jodi Dickey, development 
services director; Shawn Pabst, capital proj-
ects manager and Ehren Bingaman, redevel-
opment commission president. 

This committee also coordinated with 
INDOT to ensure that this vision plan would 
fall in line with the state’s expectations since 
portions of Main Street, also known as Indi-
ana 136, are a state highway. 

This approximately 2-mile section of road 
going east from Green Street is divided into 
three sections: the historic section, the strip 
mall area and the green area around Reagan 
Elementary. 

“What we discovered is that Main Street 

Brownsburg plans Main Street upgrades

evolved over time on a parcel-by-parcel 
basis,” said Josh Anderson of Anderson & 
Bohler. “This resulted in sidewalks, travel 
lanes and a look that just wasn’t consistent.”

This plan will give the streetscape of 
these three areas a more uniform, seamless 
and attractive look and feel. 

“Giving this area an upgrade and more 
continuity has been a part of our compre-
hensive plan for the last five years,” said 
Cook. “The redevelopment commission has 
also been excited about doing something 
with that area to make it look more inviting 
to residents and visitors.”  

The next step to complete and upgrade 
the infrastructure, said Pierce.

“Then we can begin the process of im-
proving the streetscape,” he said. “As we do 
the infrastructure, the vision plan will serve 
as our guide.”

This rendering depicts how the new vision plan for 
Brownsburg’s Main Street will transform the 2-mile 
stretch of road from Green Street to East Northfield 
Drive. (Rendering provided by Josh Anderson)
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HISTORY finds
Pitcher and cup 

The Hendricks County Museum is located at 170 S. Washington St., Danville, one block south of the 
Courthouse Square. The museum is closed for the winter and will reopen in March. Visit hendrickscoun-
tymuseum.org or call (317) 718-6158 to learn more or schedule a group tour.

By Marty Carter
This pitcher and cup sit 

on a cabinet in the 1900 
kitchen of the Hendricks 
County Historical Mu-
seum. They attracted my 
attention because I have 
two similar pieces, a little 
toothpick holder which 
says “Emily” (my grand-
mother) and a cup with 
“Indianapolis, Ind.” on one 
side and “Mother 1907” 
inscribed crudely on the 
other.

A quick search told me this is ruby 
stained glassware, which was most 
popular between 1892 and 1912. It was 
sometimes confused with “flashed glass” 
that was made by dipping hot blown 
glass into hot glass of another color. 

Staining was done by painting a 
chemical onto a piece 
of pressed glass then 
firing it in a kiln. Cop-
per sulfate produced the 
ruby color and was the 
most common. Staining 
was inexpensive com-
pared to other decorative 
techniques, and pressed 
glass cost less than cut or 
blown glass. Nicer pieces 
were engraved, but most 
souvenir pieces were 

done by acid etching, which required 
much less skill and produced pretty gifts 
and keepsakes.

This pitcher bears the name Howard 
Cox and the date Oct. 13. Howard was a 
lifelong Hendricks County resident who 
was born on Oct. 13, 1869.
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GENERATOR 
SAFETY AT HOME

GENERATOR DOS AND DON’TS
DO operate a generator outdoors in an area with plenty of 
ventilation.

DO install CO alarms inside the home to provide an early 
warning of carbon monoxide.

DO NOT plug a generator into the wall without installing a 
transfer switch to prevent backfeed.

DO turn the generator on before plugging in appliances. 

DO NOT touch the generator with wet hands to avoid 
electrocution.

DO turn off the generator before refueling with gasoline to 
allow it to cool down.

DO NOT overload the generator.

DO use a heavy-duty, outdoor-rated extension cord rated at 
least equal to the sum of the connected appliances.

DO NOT use a generator as a permanent solution.

DO consult the owner’s manual for your generator  
for specific safety instructions.

HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE
Hendricks 
County has 
22 properties 
listed on the 
National 
Register 
of Historic 
Places, 
including the 
former jail, 
Danville and 
Plainfield’s 
Main streets 
and the 
Hendricks 
County 
Courthouse. 
(Photo by 
Linda Jenks)

By Ken Sebree

Authorized by the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, the Nation-
al Parks Services National Register of 
Historic Places is part of the national 
program to support public and private 
efforts to identify, evaluate and protect 
America’s historic and archeological 
resources. There are more than 96,000 
properties listed on the National Regis-
ter, and almost every county in the Unit-
ed States has at least one property list-
ed. Compliance with a rigorous process 
must be completed before a property is 
accepted to the National Register. After 
acceptance, the property can never be 
substantially altered or demolished.

Hendricks County has 22 properties 
listed on the register, some of which are 
among the oldest structures standing in 
the county. Some of the more familiar 
structures on the register are the Hen-
dricks County courthouse, the original 
county jail (now the Hendricks County 
Historical Museum), and what was origi-
nally known as the Hendricks County 
Poor Asylum — referred to as the Hen-
dricks County Home and now named 
Cypress Manor. 

However, there are other listings on 
the National Register that might sur-
prise residents, such as Danville’s Histor-
ic Main Street district that covers several 
blocks just west of the courthouse and 
Plainfield’s old downtown that stretches 
along Main Street near Center Street 

and contains some buildings that are 
more than 120 years old. 

The Hendricks County register also 
contains some interesting non-building 
structures including county bridge No. 
316, an iron truss bridge that has been 
moved to create a walking trail that now 
spans White Lick Creek in a Plainfield 
park and county bridge No. 178 that 
formerly carried County Road 150 E over 
White Lick Creek.

Another Interesting Hendricks County 
historic dwelling is the Smith Farm, also 
known as the Smith-Grundy Farm. This 
historic home and farm were construct-
ed in 1928 and are located in Washing-
ton Township at 2698 S. CR 900 E, just 
north of the town of Plainfield. The two-
story tudor revival-style dwelling with 
brick veneer has a steeply pitched gable 
roof and projecting front gable pavilion. 
Other historic structures at the Smith 
Farm are the english barn, butcher shop, 
corn crib and cattle barn.

Although Hendricks County is a rap-
idly growing modern suburban area, its 
many historic markers will always serve 
to remind of its varied and rich history.

More than 20 Hendricks County 
properties sit on the National 

Register of Historic Places

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect and 
resident of Hendricks County for well 
over 40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

O R I O L E  P R I D ENotables
Compiled by Mike Beas

The Avon girls basketball squad dropped 
a 75-46 decision to Hamilton Southeastern 
despite the efforts of Orioles senior Jordan 
Richmond with 15 points and freshman 
Ahiah Smith with 11. Also for Avon, Tonai 
Moore was credited with six rebounds, while 
Amya Bass, Richmond and Hailey Guingrich 
snagged four each. Smith led the team in as-
sists and steals with five and three, respec-
tively. Avon also posted a 58-57 victory over 
Mooresville, led by Richmond’s 16 points, 14 
from Bass and Smith’s 10. Senior Jaiden Davis 
tied Richmond for team rebounding honors 
with five; Moore had six assists and Smith five.

Plainfield boys hoops dropped decisions 
against Whiteland, Brownsburg and Martins-
ville, the latter two by a total of three points, 
to fall to 2-3 on the season. In a 74-52 home 
loss to the Warriors, Cael Vanderbush led the 
way for the Quakers with 18 points and four 
assists. Sophomore Collin Schmidt added 
12 points and junior Cameron Young nine. 
Garrett Irwin added seven rebounds and 
three assists. A 44-43 loss on the road against 
the Bulldogs, Vanderbush had 20 points and 
seven boards and Irwin nine points. Caden 
Vanderbush, a sophomore, chipped in six 
rebounds.

Senior Jozee Rhodes finished with 16 
points, five rebounds and two blocks and 
classmate Ellie Wilkerson had 13 points, four 
rebounds, three assists and three steals as the 
Plainfield girls basketball team downed White-
land, 65-29. Also for the Quakers, senior guard 
Taylor Haltom finished with 12 points and 
two steals and sophomore Peyton Benge sev-
en points and three rebounds. Senior Audrey 
Harper had five points and five steals and Au-
drey Tallent five points and five boards.

The Cascade wrestling team upped its re-
cord to 10-3 with a convincing 72-9 triumph 
over Lutheran. Off to fast starts for the Cadets 
include 113-pounder Logan Bickel (13-0 re-
cord), Dominic McFeeley (120, 12-1), Garrett 
Hicks (145, 12-1), Michael Hutchison (160, 
11-2), Liam Farmer (182, 12-1) and Walker 
VanNess (220, 11-1).

Two-year starter Walker helps
lead boys basketball program

By Mike Beas

As a coach, Drew Schauss understands the 
importance of senior leadership.

To the amazement of absolutely no one familiar 
with Avon boys basketball, it wasn’t long before Schauss, 
hired over the summer as the Orioles new coach, to 
learn the name Nick Walker.

A 6-foot-3-inch, 185-pound guard/
forward, Walker is an Orioles co-captain 
for the 2021-22 season with senior 
point guard Chrishawn McCray.

Through the first two games this 
season, Walker averages 9.5 points — 
including a career-high 16 in a one-
point loss to visiting Mooresville 
— and no shortage of positive 
examples for the program’s 
younger players.

As a junior, his norm was 3.1 
points and 1.8 rebounds as 
Avon finished with a 6-14 
record.

Walker, a two-
year starter, made 
an immediate 
impression on 
Schauss, the coach 
at Logansport High 
School the past 
two seasons. The 
senior’s coachability 
and leadership are, 
Schauss trusts, sturdy 
building blocks for his program 
moving forward.

“From the first day I got the job, he made 
sure as many guys got to workouts as 
possible,” said Schauss. “Nick is a role model 
and just really good for the basketball 
program and for the school itself. He’s a 

Our orthopedic and sports medicine specialist, 
Dr. Emily Cha, is currently accepting new patients. 
Call 317.944.9400 to schedule an appointment today.

shooter offensively, and defensively, he knows where to 
be.

“Nick kind of buys into whatever role you need him 
to fill.”

Nick, who is the youngest of Chad and Sandie 
Walker’s four children, is also an excellent student, 
carrying a 3.7 grade point average.

Walker did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: The Orioles program has experienced seven 
losing seasons in the last nine years. What does 

this team have to do in order to reverse such 
a trend?

A: I think a lot of focus will help us. I like 
how deep we are as a team. We have 

talent top-to-bottom. Everybody is very 
bought-in and pays attention to detail. 
You have to get past the mental part 
of losing. There’s good in every game. 
We just have to put it all together.

Q: As an athlete, how difficult is it 
to have a new coach when you’re 
about to enter your senior season?
A: When I first heard the news of 
the old coach leaving, it was kind of 
hard, but after I met our new coach, 
I like the culture he brings to Avon. 
It’s a whole community thing and 
bringing everyone together as one.

Q: Do you plan to attend college, 
and, if so, where will you go and 
what will be your major?
A: I plan to attend Indiana 
University and major in 
construction management so 
that I can hopefully start my own 
business. I want to do home 
remodeling. It’s been pretty recent 

that I thought I would like to do 
that, maybe a couple of months ago.

Avon senior Nick Walker helps lead the Orioles 
basketball team under the direction of new 
coach Drew Schauss. (Photo by Dave Gansert)
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

AVON

Norman L. Blume
Norman L. Blume, 74, passed away Dec. 1, 2021. 
Eric MD Bell Funeral Home and Cremation Services, 
Pittsboro, was entrusted with arrangements.

Maxine D Carter 
Maxine D Carter, 79, passed away Dec. 8, 2021, 
She was born Oct. 22, 1942. Services were held 
Dec.13 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 

John A. Davis
John A. Davis, 68, passed Nov. 26, 2021. He was 
born March 4, 1953. Services were held Dec. 7 
at Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services, Pittsboro. Contributions may be made to 
the Dementia Society of America or JDRF for type 
1 diabetes.

David W. Flowers
David W. Flowers, 64, passed away Dec. 3, 2021. 
He was born June 18, 1957. Services were held 
Dec. 8 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Cora “Corky” Wilson Casey 
Kilbourn

Cora “Corky” Wilson Casey Kilbourn, 96, passed 
away Nov. 29, 2021. She was born March 13, 1925. 
A service was held Dec. 2 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg. Contributions may be made to 
ALSAC/St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Paul Lee Miller
Paul Lee Miller, 57, passed away Dec. 4, 2021.  He 
was born Sept. 4, 1964. Services were held Dec. 
7 at Maple Hill Cemetery, Plainfield. Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

Marlene E. Reed
Marlene E. Reed, 68, Avon, passed away Dec. 11, 
2021. She was born March 17, 1953. Services will 
be at 11 a.m. Dec. 21 at St. Christopher’s Catholic 
Church, Speedway. Contributions may be made 
to the American Lung Association. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

BROWNSBURG

Alexis Anne (Rettig) Cutler
Alexis Anne (Rettig) Cutler, passed away Nov. 
30, 2021. She was born October 17, 1994. 
Services were held Dec. 6 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Donald Lee Downing
Donald Lee Downing, 87, passed away Dec. 9, 
2021. He was born Jan. 26, 1934. Services with 
military honors were held Dec. 16. Eric M.D. Bell 
Funeral Home and Cremation Services, Pittsboro, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Jerri Ann Ford
Jerri Ann Ford, 60, passed away Dec. 4, 2021. She 
was born April 7, 1961. Services were held Dec. 13 
at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.
Janet Lynn (Caporaletti) Lewis

Janet Lynn (Caporaletti) Lewis, 69, passed away 
Nov. 29, 2021. She was born Sept. 13, 1952. 
No services are planned. Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg, was entrusted with arrangements. 
Contributions may be made to the American 
Kidney Fund or the American Diabetes Association. 

Mary E. McGuire
Mary E. McGuire, 70, passed away Dec. 6, 2021. 
He was born March 8, 1951. Services were held 
Dec. 16 at the Brownsburg American Legion. 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

Roger Wayne Putty
Roger Wayne Putty, 57, passed away Dec. 7, 2021. 
He was born May 13, 1964. Services were held 
Dec. 18 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

DANVILLE

Bryce T. King
Bryce T. King, 23, passed away Dec. 6, 2021.  He 
was born Oct. 6, 1998. Services were held Dec. 11 
at West Bridge Church, Danville. Contributions 
may be made to the Bryce King Memorial 
Scholarship fund c/o Baker Funeral Home. Baker 
Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Janet Eileen Lewis
Janet Eileen Lewis, 86, passed away Nov. 30, 2021. 
She was born Dec. 30, 1934. Services were held 
Dec. 13 at Bousley Funeral Home, Coatesville. 
Contributions may be made to the Hancel and 
Dorotha Owens Sycamore Day Services Program 
Fund at the Hendricks County Community 
Foundation.

Alton “Ray” Musick
Alton “Ray” Musick, 73, passed away Dec. 4, 
2021. He was born Sept. 4, 1964. No services 
are planned. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with arrangements.

Abigail Lynn “Abby” 
Scheibelhut

Abigail Lynn “Abby” Scheibelhut, 26, passed 
away Dec. 6, 2021.  She was born June 30, 1995. 
Services were held Dec. 12 at Avon United 
Methodist Church. Baker Funeral Home, Danville, 
was entrusted with arrangements. Contributions 
may be made to the Hendricks County Humane 
Society. 

Beverly K. Stewart
Beverly K. Stewart, 75, passed away Nov. 30, 
2021. She was born Feb. 11, 1946. Services 
were held Dec. 4 at Gracepointe Church of the 
Nazarene, Indianapolis. Conkle Funeral Home, 
Avon, was entrusted with arrangements. 

Richard A. Swenke
Richard A. Swenke, 91, passed away Dec. 5, 2021. 
He was born Feb. 25, 1930. Services were held 
Dec. 10 at Calvary Chapel, Danville. Weaver & 
Randolph Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

PLAINFIELD

Barbara Kay Ballou
Barbara Kay Ballou, 59, passed away Dec. 10, 
2021. She was born June 24, 1962. Services were 
held Dec. 17, 2021 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

Edward L. Fletcher
Edward L. Fletcher, 72, passed away Dec. 8, 2021, 
He was born July 1, 1949. Services were held Dec. 
12 at Plainfield Eagles Lodge. Carlisle Branson 

Funeral Service & Crematory, Mooresville, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Julie Ann (Morin) Hall
Julie Ann (Morin) Hall, 69, passed away Nov. 
28, 2021. She was born May 2, 1952. Services 
were held Dec. 6 at St. Susanna Catholic Church, 
Plainfield. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield was 
entrusted with arrangements. Contributions  may 
be made to the American Lung Association or the 
Steve and Julie Hall Family Fund at the Hendricks 
County Community Foundation.

Nadine Kemp
Nadine Kemp, 93, passed away Nov. 28, 2021. She 
was born Feb. 27, 1928. Services were held Dec. 
4 at Plainfield Friends Meeting. Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions  may be made to 
Quaker Haven Camp, Syracuse, Ind.

Wilma J. Meece
Wilma J. Meece, 75, passed away Nov. 29, 2021. 
She was born June 27, 1946. Services were held 
Dec. 2 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Benny A. Mitchell
Benny A. Mitchell, 74, passed away Dec. 8, 2021. 
Arrangements were pending at press time with 
Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services, Pittsboro.

Kathleen Passarelli
Kathleen Passarelli, 78, passed away Dec. 1, 2021. 
She was born Dec. 29, 1942. Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Daniel J. Quilliam (Tiny)
Daniel J. Quilliam (Tiny), 72, passed away Dec. 
7, 2021. He was born Jan. 10, 1949. Services 
were held Dec. 14 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Contributions be made to the 
American Cancer Society.

Russell L. Speck
Russell L. Speck, 84, passed away Nov. 30, 2021. 
He was born Nov. 26, 1937. Services were held 
Dec. 4 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. 

MAPLEWOOD

Douglas Hughes
Douglas Hughes passed away Dec. 1, 2021. Eric 
MD Bell Funeral Home and Cremation Services, 
Pittsboro was entrusted with arrangements.

AMO

Robert Stephenson
Robert Stephenson, 76, passed away Nov. 
13, 2021. He was born Feb. 2, 1945. Services 
were held Nov. 20 at Bousley Funeral Home, 
Coatesville. Contributions may be made to the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

CLAYTON

Joanne R. George
Joanne R. George, 86, passed away Dec. 9, 2021. 
She was born Oct. 7, 1935. Services were held 
Dec. 13 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Contributions may be made to the Alzheimer’s 

Association, Hendricks County Senior Center or 
the National Kidney Foundation. 

LIZTON

Walter R. Ingram
Walter R. Ingram, 67, passed away Dec. 7, 2021. 
Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. Dec. 17 at Eric M.D. Bell 
Funeral Home and Cremation Services, Pittsboro.

MOORESVILLE

Jason M. Cavallero
Jason M. Cavallero, 34, passed away Nov. 23, 
2021. He was born Oct. 17, 1988. Services were 
held Dec. 3 at Carlisle Branson Funeral Service 
& Crematory, Mooresville. Contributions may 
be made to his children’s college fund or to the 
National Kidney Foundation of Indiana.

Wayne A. “Pa” Pace
Wayne A. “Pa” Pace, 79, passed away Dec. 4, 
2021.  He was born Jan. 29, 1942. Services were 
held Dec. 11 at St. Susanna Catholic Church, 
Plainfield. Contributions may be made to 
American Diabetes Association, American Heart 
Association, Alzheimer’s Association or palliative 
care through Franciscan Health Indianapolis. Hall-
Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

Sharon Lynne Stephens
Sharon Lynne Stephens, 77, passed away Dec. 4, 
2021. She was born Sept. 5, 1944. Services were 
held Dec. 8 at Mt. Gilead Church, Mooresville. 
Contributions may be made to The Gathering 
Place, Plainfield, or Mt. Gilead Church. Carlisle 
Branson Funeral Service & Crematory, Mooresville, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

PITTSBORO

Becky Gibbons
Becky Gibbons, 74, passed away Dec. 6, 2021. She 
was born July, 27, 1947. Services were held Dec. 
14 at Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services, Pittsboro.

Donald “Don” Joseph Rinker
Donald “Don” Joseph Rinker, 60, passed away on 
Nov. 15, 2021. He was born July 28, 1961. Services 
were held Nov. 23 at Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, Pittsboro.

REELSVILLE

Miranda Jo Jones
Miranda Jo Jones, 33, passed away Dec. 6, 2021. 
She was born Oct. 26, 1988. Services were held 
Dec. 13 at Your Venture Church, Lizton. Eric M.D. 
Bell Funeral Home and Cremation Services, 
Pittsboro, was entrusted with arrangements.

STILESVILLE

Cathy J. (Wood) Strait
Cathy J. (Wood) Strait, 48, passed away Nov. 27, 
2021. She was born Dec. 6, 1972. No services are 
planned. Jones Family Mortuary, Mooresville, was 
entrusted with arrangements
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By Lindsay Doty

Standing side by side among friends 
while belting out an acapella arrangement 
of “Mary, Did You Know?” feels right at home 
for the women of the Hendricks County 
Choral Club, or the Treblemakers as they are 
more commonly known.

The song is one of the dedicated group’s 
performance staples and for good reason.

“Frankly, it raises the goosebumps on our 
arms every time we do it,” says Miriam Rich, 
the group’s longtime director.

Rich, a  lawyer, joined the club 22 years 
ago because she loved to sing.

“I grew up in a musical family and have 
sung since I started talking, mostly in 
church,” she says.

“I have a love for music. That’s the same 
for a lot of members.”

The nonprofit choral group that dates 
back to 1939 in Hendricks County boasts 22 
members today, all women with a common 
passion for singing. They range in age from 
80s to mid-30s. There are newbie members 
and singers who have been with the group 
for four decades.

The Treblemakers are part of the Hen-
dricks County Extension Homemakers and 
the larger statewide choral group, Melody 
Makers of Indiana.

The ladies rehearse for two hours every 
week at the Hendricks County Senior Cen-
ter in Danville and perform throughout the 
year in various locations in the community, 
sharing their joy for music.

The gals can be seen and heard every-
where from North Salem Old Fashioned 
Days in September to their own Sense-
Sational Christmas show last weekend in 
Danville.

“It’s so much fun. I enjoy every minute of 
it,” says president Kitty Joseph from Plain-
field, who joined the club in 2014 after see-
ing an ad in the paper.

“I was recently widowed at the time and 
just decided to see how it went. Well, so 
now I’m president,” she said with a laugh.

She calls it all “fulfilling” and says the 

Hendricks County 
chorus club brightens 
the season with song 

and friendship

Treblemakers is a group dedicated to music 
and each other.

“We’re friends,” she says. “Plain and simple. 
We are friends, and we all enjoy each other’s 
company. We have fun when we sing.”

When they aren’t perfecting their pitch, 
the ladies make time for fun extras.

“Yesterday, there were 13 of us together, 
so we baked cookies,” said Joseph.

The ladies say it is those little moments 
that have helped them build a strong fe-
male support system throughout life’s ups 
and downs.

Upcoming Singing Events:

Christmas Candlelight Tour
• Where: Hendricks County 

Museum, 170 S. Washington St., 
Danville.

• When: 5-7 p.m. Dec. 11
• Cost: Free

Singing Fundraiser
• Where: Culver’s, 170 Perry Road, 

Plainfield. 
• When: 5-8 p.m. Dec. 21
• Part of the proceeds that night go 

back to support group.

To find out more information about 
the Treblemakers or join, you can 
contact Kitty Joseph at (317) 839-
1045 or find the Hendricks County 
Choral Club Treblemakers on 
Facebook. 

Hendricks County Choral 
Club Treblemakers

What: Nonprofit singing group
Members: 22
Founded: 1939
Known for: Music and fellowship 
Open to: Women who love to sing
Practices:  6:30 p.m. Tuesdays at 
Hendricks County Senior Center, 1201 
Sycamore Lane, Danville

“It’s one of those things. We’ve gone 
through job stresses together. Several of 
the ladies have been widowed. We had one 
member fall and break an arm, so we set 
out and decorated her house for Christmas,” 
Rich recalled of a past holiday.

While COVID-19 halted things for months, 
the ladies kept it together by rehearsing via 
Zoom. This December,  they are happy to be 
back performing. For a group rich with tra-
ditions, the holidays are a time to shine, per-
forming cozy Christmas carols and nostalgic 
classics like “Jingle Bells” and “Do You Hear 
What I Hear” in the community.

They had several caroling events sched-
uled, including one on Dec. 7 at Culver’s in 
Plainfield.

Members say they love bringing back the 
lost tradition of caroling.

“We would go caroling at warehouses in 
the Plainfield area. We would go when they 
were having Christmas lunches and din-
ners,” said Rich.

“We have gone to family gatherings, 
classes, club gatherings. One year we had 22 
gigs in December,” said the mezzo-soprano 
who never tires of singing “O Holy Night.”

While performing, the singers can often 

be seen donning bonnets and voluminous 
skirts as part of their Victorian-era costumes 
(made by members, of course).

“It transports you. We feel like we are in 
a different era. We sing differently, and our 
intonation is a little more formal in the cos-
tumes. It’s a very different experience,” said 
Rich.

Once Christmas is over, the Treblemakers 
will get to work on promoting their annual 
Valentine’s Day fundraiser where the group 
delivers personal serenades at request — a 
mix of mushy love songs to chirpy tunes 
celebrating friendships. People are always 
surprised and usually full of love.

“We go to businesses or people’s houses. 
We will sing three songs for them and give 
them a little stuffed animal and chocolate 
and take a picture with them,” said Joseph.

The money raised helps pay for the 
group’s musical expenses.

No matter what the song or costume, the 
reaction to their singing is always the same.

“It’s universally been positive. We have 
brought so many smiles to faces,” said Rich.

For future Treblemakers, there are no try-
outs. They’re just looking for gals who want 
a chance to sing.

“Just come visit. Come to one of our prac-
tices and sit down and see what we do. We 
enjoy people’s company and love for music,” 
said Joseph. 

The Hendricks County Treblemakers perform at holidays and deliver singing valentines.  (Photo provided by 
the Hendricks County Choral Club Treblemakers)
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• Crushed Concrete Available
•  Large Roll-Off Containers Available
• Landclearing
• Scrap Metal Recycling
•  Secure Documentation Destruction

FallFall
CleanupCleanup

CALL A RAY’S WASTE REMOVAL EXPERT TO LEARN MORE

WWW.RAYSTRASH.COM

317-539-2024
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16 PUZZLES

5 3 7 2 1
6

8 1
7 3 2 9

1 4
2 4 6 8

9 5
7

8 9 7 2 3

3 Indy Gas Stations
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Dental Works
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Bloody Mary Ingredients
____________________
____________________

1 Colts Running Back
______________________

5 Pacers Stats
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Numbers
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

Across
1. Some Danville HS science 
classrooms
5. Apple gadget
9. Part of SASE
13. Touched down
14. “The Da Vinci ___”
15. Regions
17. Ms., in Marseilles
18. Ink smudge
19. Leave alone
20. Disposition of a Monon 
Trail cyclist?
23. Hamilton bill
24. Big name in tractors
25. RVs’ kin
27. Put two and two 
together
28. Small boat
32. Best Picture of 2012
33. Half Price Books section
34. Scornful look
35. Online message deal 
maker?
38. Word after bra or jock
40. Green gemstone
41. Take by truck
42. How some homes are 
built
44. Jimbo’s BBQ bit
47. Emulate Dora
49. Hertz rival
51. Back, at sea
52. Purdue athlete...and 

anagram 
of 20- and 
35-Across
56. 
Poppycock
58. NYC 
home of Van 
Gogh’s “Star-
ry Night”
59. Penn 
name
60. Indiana 
county 
named after 
the patriot 
who said, 
“Give me lib-
erty, or give 
me death!”
61. 
Somewhat
62. Browns-
burg HS 
trigonometry 
class topic
63. Big heads
64. Northside 
Indy neigh-
borhood
65. “Hold ___ 
your hat!”

Down
1. Butler frat letter
2. United, as nations

3. Swindled
4. Take the helm
5. SALT weapon
6. Game played on 

horseback
7. Scent
8. Break off (from)
9. County seat of Washing-
ton County
10. Bard’s “before”
11. Calligrapher, e.g.
12. Egg-spensive jeweler?
16. Security system 
component
21. Railroad station porter
22. Reclined
26. Expert group
29. Three, on some clocks
30. Colts’ org.
31. Bee Gees surname
33. T-shirt size
34. Channel 6 traffic re-
porter’s aid
35. Blowing one’s top
36. Indiana House VIP
37. Miners dig it
38. Sword case
39. Exempt from levies
42. Gold, in Guatemala
43. Marcus partner
44. Gather, as wealth
45. “To clarify...”
46. Brunei’s locale
48. Follows orders
50. “Ted ___” of Apple TV+
53. Southwestern wolf
54. Mideast ruler
55. ___-tat-tat (snare drum 
sound)
57. Pacer or Colt

Answers on 
Page 23

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 12/31/2021

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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EVENTScalendar

DECEMBER
Daily through Dec. 26
Lights at the Park
6-9 p.m. Sunday-Thursday, 6-10 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
Ellis Park, 600 E. Main St., Danville. Drive through the 
Winterland light show. Cost: $5 value days, $10 weekend 
days. danvillechamber.org

Ongoing through thru 21
Online Santa greeting
With help from the Brownsburg Kiwanis, Santa is 
zooming in from the North Pole for personalized visits 
with children. Sign up for a 15 minute slot to visit via 
Zoom at signupgenius.com/go/10c094fadaa22ab9-
zoom1.

Now - Jan. 2
Penguin Park
115 S. County Road 575, Avon. Tickets: $8, kids under 
three and spectators are free. Concessions available. 
Check website for skate hours that change weekly. 
washingtontwpparks.org/penguin-park.htm

Ongoing through January
Friends of the Library sale
24/7 virtual sale, Danville-Center Township Public 
Library Friends of the Danville Public Library will have 
a virtual sale including wall pictures, chairs, bean bags 
chairs and smaller items. There are also books, DVDs and 
magazines. Visit dplindiana.org. Questions: (317) 745-
2604 or email dplfol@dplindiana.org.  

17-19 Friday-Sunday
The Nutcracker
7 p.m. Dec. 17-18, 2:30 p.m. Dec. 19, Danville 
Community High School, 100 Warrior Way, Danville. 
Local actors, professional dancers and more than 
50 local students will bring Tchaikovsky’s “The 
Nutcracker” to stage. Watch in person or online. 25082.
recitalticketing.com/r

18 Saturday
Geocaching
10 a.m.-12 p.m., Gibbs Memorial Park, 4521 Gibbs Road, 
Avon. Price: $5 per family. High-tech treasure hunt with 
trinkets to collect. Navigate around the park using the 
borrowed GPS receiver. Meet at the Firefly Pavilion. Ages 
6-adult. Registration required. hcparks.recdesk.com/
Community/Program/Detail?programId=614

18 Saturday
Guest Speaker Spotlight: Green Exercise
2-4 p.m., McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Road, 
North Salem. Patty Haltom will share how a switch to 
working in outdoor recreation has improved her mental 
health and outlook. Recommended for teens and adults. 
hendrickscountyparks.org

18 Saturday
Therapy Dogs for Adults
11 a.m.-12 p.m., Brownsburg Public Library, 450 S. 
Jefferson St., Brownsburg. Adults can read aloud or 
hang out with a therapy dog. Registration required. 
Participants will sign up for a 15-minute time slot when 
they arrive. bburglibrary.librarymarket.com/events/
therapy-dogs-adults

20 Monday
Blood Drive
2-7 p.m., Brownsburg Public Library, 450 S. Jefferson 
St., Brownsburg. Registration is required. Masks are 
required. Bburglibrary.net

22 Wednesday
PJs and Popcorn
7-9 p.m., The Well Community, 554 Pit Road, 
Brownsburg. Wear pajamas, eat popcorn and watch ‘Elf.’ 
Registration required. facebook.com/wellbrownsburg

23 Thursday
Snowflake Fake
5-5:30 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. Snow-related stories, activities and 
make a snowflake craft. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

27 Monday
Make It: Straw Rockets
4:30-5 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. Learn about the principles of flight 
and launch a rocket. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

30 Thursday
In Your Backyard: Winter Bird Feeder
4:30-5 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Create a bird feeder with 
vegetable shortening to attract Indiana’s winter birds. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

31 Friday
Cornfield Mafia at Whiskey Bent
9 p.m., Whiskey Bent Bar & Grill, 5250 E. U.S. 36, 
Avon. Join for country music. facebook.com/
CornfieldMafiaMusic

JANUARY
3 Monday
Miniature Piñata
3:15-4:15 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Teens can make a cardboard 
celebratory miniature piñata. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

3 Monday
Open Game Night
6-7 p.m. Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. Adults, learn to play a game from 
the massive table top game collection, and meet new 
people. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

‘Tis the season for  
trying a good wine
WINE By Luke Stephenson

‘Tis the season, the season for drinking 
good wine. With things being closer back to normal this year, I 
hope that many of you are getting as many invitations to holi-
day parties as we are. The question becomes, What wine do you 
bring when invited to someone else’s home? I believe there are 
two main routes you can take — dress to impress or be a crowd 
pleaser.  

If you dress to impress, or rather bring that wine that makes 
you look like an aficionado, this doesn’t mean you have to take 
the most expensive bottle you can afford. You want to look like 
you’re into wine, not into flashing Benjamins. 

My suggestion is to find the bottle like a chateauneuf-du-
pape. Not only is it fun to say, but sporting an embossed glass 
bottle it is a great looking package. Another great option would 
be a bolgheri (pronounced bowl-ga-ree). This is from a great 
little Tuscan village that specializes in cabernet sauvignon and 
Merlot. Not only is it something that many won’t recognize, but 
it is filled with some world class grapes. 

The other side of the coin is the crowd pleaser. There’s abso-
lutely nothing wrong with this choice either. What’s your house 
red? Do you love that little $14 cab that you pick up at your fa-
vorite wine seller? Take a couple of bottles of that to a party and 
let it speak for itself. Don’t be afraid to bring your favorite big 
buttery chard. Chances are someone else will love it, too. 

Finally, and this is where the real finesse comes in, combine 
the two. Bring a wine that is nice, unique, not too expensive but 
will have everyone asking for more. My top suggestion in the 
category is Ogier’s Lirac, a pretty stellar $16 red blend from the 
south of France. It’s got it all  — plenty of fruit, decent complex-
ity and one of those nicely embossed bottles. 

Whatever you drink this holiday season, above all make sure 
it’s something you enjoy. At the end of the day if no one wants 
to drink the wine you brought, that just means more for you.

Luke Stephenson, a Danville native, is a Certified Specialist of Wine and has 
a Wine & Spirit Education Trust (WSET) level 3. Luke has traveled extensively 
and lived in Marlborough, New Zealand, for a year working in a winery and 
tasting room. Currently Stephenson is the director of fine wine for Crown 
Liquors.

Bring a 
favorite wine 
to holiday 
parties 
to ring in 
cheers to the 
festivities. 
(Photo 
provided 
by Luke 
Stephenson)
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Sitting room only because standing 
makes me looking younger

EDITORIAL

Towns need your 
help to operate
While it’s beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas, it also is a cattle call for civic 
engagement. Each year, towns make ap-
pointments to local boards and commis-
sions. Each December, the municipalities 
put out the call for interested citizens to 
apply for these appointments.

These boards and commissions are 
committees that make recommenda-
tions to the town councils. Typically, they 
are political in an effort to balance the 
makeup of these bodies between Re-
publicans and Democrats.

There are boards and commissions to fit 
every interest. Plan commissions discuss 
new developments such as housing sub-
divisions or commercial strip malls. Parks 
councils help with recreational and passive 
park planning. Police and fire commissions 
make decisions for public safety. 

Generally, the councils or the presi-
dent of each council like to see some 
experience or expertise in the subject 
matter, but often the councils are trying 
to recruit members to these critical func-
tions of government.

You can effect a lot of change from 
these positions, ask questions and help 
steer your town to be better. It isn’t 
as glamorous as posting a complaint 
on Facebook, but it likely carries more 
weight. Plus, these decisions force you 
to see the many considerations that our 
elected leaders must wrestle with daily.

How do you get involved? Check with 
your town’s website. Look for an applica-
tion for boards and commissions. Fill it 
out and wait. Many times there will be 
some questions you need to answer — 
perhaps even an interview. Almost all 
of the positions are volunteer and have 
very little pay, if any. 

This is a great way to contribute to 
your town. There are also some boards 
and commissions at the county level. Eli-
gibility varies based on addresses and if 
your home is incorporated into the town 
or is on county property.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

 Hendricks County 4-H online 
registration is open. Enroll at: 

v2.4honline.com.

Avon schools collected food 
donations to help Project 

A.N.G.E.L. provide meals for those in 
need this holiday season.

Three students from AMS South 
were accepted to the Indiana 

All-State Jr. High Orchestra. They will 
play Jan. 13-15 during the Indiana Music 
Educators Association Professional 
Development Conference in Fort Wayne.

 Hendricks County 4-H Youth 
Development Extension Educator 

Kati Sweet received the Distinguished 
Service Award at the 4-H national 
conference in November.

Plainfield Indiana Kiwanis, 
Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 

and Town of Plainfield marked the third 
Window Decorating Contest and Letters 
to Santa. Bring letters to the red mailbox 
at 101 W. Main St., Plainfield and put a 
return address so Santa can write back.

Avon is adding No Parking and 
Special Notice signs. Scan the QR 

codes on the signs with a smartphone 
to learn why the sign is in place.

By Dick Wolfsie

Last year in one of my columns I made an 
observation about how strange it was that 
the OTC medication Prevagen, a product 
used to enhance memory, was produced 
with ingredients taken from jellyfish — iron-
ically the only animal on the planet with no 
brain. They have since scrapped that com-
mercial. You’re welcome.

Now, in every TV ad for Prevagen you see 
an elderly couple out walking in the woods. 
Then we see them sitting on their deck 
talking about their improved memory and 
boasting about how much they walk every 
day. Apparently, these folks always find their 
way back home. Maybe the Prevagen peo-
ple are on to something, after all. I once got 
lost walking a golf course.

Mary Ellen is not a fan of products that 
admit in their commercials their effective-
ness has not been fully proven. But she was 
so concerned about my increasing forget-
fulness, she decided it was worth a try. I was 
very insulted.

“How about you, Mary Ellen? Aren’t you 
going to try it?”

“Don’t be silly. Why do you think I need 
it?”

“Well, last month we got pizza delivered 
four times, brought in Chinese food three 
times and had stuff from the freezer about 
seven times.”

“So, what does that have to do with my 
memory?”

“I assumed you forgot how to cook.”
I thought that joke would make her an-

gry, but she didn’t say a word. For three 
days.

For a long time, every time I went to CVS, 
she told me to buy some Prevagen. It kept 
slipping my mind when I was at the store, 
which seems to me to be a real conundrum 
for the Prevagen people — the kind of mar-
keting concern that Mr. Wonderful on “Shark 
Tank’’ would have been quick to point out: 
“What good is a memory product if con-
sumers keep forgetting to buy it? I’m out.”

In retrospect, I wish I had not asked my 
wife to also take the drug. About a month 
later, I could tell she was annoyed at some-
thing, and I asked her what was bothering 
her.

“About six months after we got married, 
Dick, you told me I was starting to gain 
weight, and now that I think about it, I’m 
still angry at you for saying that.”

“That was 39 years ago. What made you 
remember it now?”

“I don’t know. It just came back to me.”
“Well, Mary Ellen, I just remembered 

when we first met, you forgot about our 
date one night and you left me sitting alone 
at the bar for two hours.”

“Wow, Dick, that was 42 years ago. You 
sure hold a grudge for a long time. Whatev-
er made you think of that again?”

After rehashing a few of our less-than-
joyous moments in the past, things that 
long ago had vanished from our minds, we 
decided to switch from the extra strength 
Prevagen to the regular strength. There 
were a few things we wanted erased from 
our brains forever, and we didn’t want to go 
overboard with this memory thing.

I’m writing a letter to Prevagen to sug-
gest they put this on their warning label: 
“This product will not only improve your 
bad memory but may also bring back bad 
memories.” Catchy, huh?

Full disclosure: I have written several hun-
dred columns over the years about Mary 
Ellen and me. Up until now every article was 
based on something that really happened. 
This is the only time everything in the col-
umn is completely made up, assuming my 
memory serves me correctly.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“I like to compare 
the holiday season 

with the way a child 
listens to a favorite 
story. The pleasure 

is in the familiar way 
the story begins, 
the anticipation 

of familiar turns it 
takes, the familiar 

moments of suspense 
and the familiar 

climax and ending.” 
— Fred Rogers

QUOTE

VIEWS

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you …

New Jersey is known for its “light trespass” 
laws because towns regulate outdoor light 
displays determined to be excessive or 
directed toward a neighbor’s house in an 
intrusive or annoying way.

STRANGE LAW
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Shed your leaves and stay plugged 
into Jesus this holiday season

DEVOTIONAL
By Michelle Knight

I use power strips 
in my home. You probably have several. A 
power strip is plugged into the wall to re-
ceive electricity, and then you can plug a 
lot of things into it. I have these in my living 
room, office and garage. 

The power strip takes power from the 
source, and it gives power to all those 
devices. A lot of things depend on that 
power strip. And like that power strip, a lot 
of things depend on me: my husband and 
daughter, the aging generation of my fam-
ily, the congregation were I am interim pas-
tor, 40 part-time local pastors in Central Dis-
trict, my colleagues, my spiritual direction 
folks, the people I serve on various com-
mittees with, my friends and my pups. All 
of these folks depend on me for leadership, 
guidance, companionship, kindness. 

Like this power strip, a lot of things de-
pend on me. But unlike the power strip, far 
too often, I plug the cord back into the strip 
itself. I am not tapped into my source of 
hope, love, forgiveness, grace and peace. I 
cannot give what I have not received. 

As we watch the trees shed and let go of 
their leaves, it’s time for us to shed the ob-
stacles which prevent us from plugging into 

our source. What time stealers and energy 
distractions will you let go of so that you 
can linger long in the arms of the almighty? 

Delete, eliminate and remove stuff that 
robs you of the opportunity to sit quietly 
with Jesus from your daily life.

Jesus talked about abiding with us, but 
he did not use a power strip metaphor. 
Instead he chose something organic. He 
reminds us in John 15:4-5, “Abide in me as I 
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing.” 

Stay plugged into Jesus for winter ap-
proaches. Thanks be to God that Jesus pro-
vides all we need for winter as we tap into 
our power source.

The Rev. Michelle L. Knight is the 
assistant district superintendent 
of Central District of the Indiana 
Conference, the United Methodist 
Church, which supports United 
Methodist congregations in six 
Central Indiana counties, including 
Hendricks. 

SACRED SPACE

“HCCF is dear to my heart 
because it serves all of 
Hendricks County, not 
just one city. The staff are 
so dedicated and the 
entire organization is 
committed to bettering 
our community while our community while 
providing a vehicle for 
people to give back – 
which I love.”
 
- Nick Jaworski

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM
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By Martha Rardin, RD, CD

There is an old ad-
age, “If you do not take time for wellness, 
you will be forced to take time for illness.” 
While this sounds a bit harsh, it is true 
in many respects. 
For many of us, the 
answers lie with our 
sneakers, our fridge 
and our kitchen pan-
try. 

When asked if they 
want to be healthy, 
93% of Americans 
raised their hands. 
That number plum-
meted to 10% when 
asked how many eat 
five fruits and veg-
etables each day. We 
all have dreams and 
thoughts of becom-
ing healthier. But re-
search shows many 
of us fail to plan to 
succeed and get 
stuck in the “wishing” 
phase.

By making a few 
fundamental plans, 
you can turn your 
kitchen into a “phar-
macy” and support 
your wellness goals. 
In order to succeed, 
your plans need to be 
tailored to you, your 
eating habits, your budget and how much 
time you can devote to being active. 

Let’s start with your pantry. Do you 
have a few fruits and vegetable cans? 
These are good to have on hand for the 
days when you have eaten all the fresh 
fruit or you need a quick vegetable. 
Choose canned fruits without added sug-
ar when available. 

If you have multiple boxes and bags 
of crackers, chips and snacks, consider 
tossing all but one item or giving them 
away. Many times, these are “comfort” 
or “emotional” foods we eat when we are 
hungry, tired or bored because they are 
easy to grab. 

While you are in the pantry, check for 
soft drinks or any drink with added sugar. 
No one needs regular soda. Period. 
Make a choice to drink sugar free sodas 
or sugar free drinks. The best beverage 
is always water.

Next, let’s check out your fridge and 

freezer. Do you have fresh fruits and 
vegetables waiting to be used? When I 
return from the store, I like to prep the 
veggies so they are easy to toss in a little 
olive oil and roast in the oven. 

Next, find the fats, salad dressings, 
butter and marga-
rines in the fridge. 
Salad dressings can 
add a lot of calories 
quickly, so use them 
sparingly. A better 
choice for a fresh 
salad is balsamic 
vinegar without oil for 
very few calories. I 
like to cook and bake 
with butter, but I use 
it sparingly when 
cooking. If you have 
a big tub of softened 
margarine, you are 
probably using too 
much margarine and 
need to use a smaller 
container, so you are 
more aware of how 
much you are using. 

Do you have skim 
milk or yogurts in 
your fridge? These 
are important for vita-
min D consumption. 
Be cautious of non-
dairy products that 
may contain a lot of 
calories from fat.

Put a bowl of fruit 
on the counter because your home phar-
macy needs a bowl of fruit waiting for 
you. When you reach for the chips, try 
eating an apple first to take the edge off 
your craving. 

Wanting to eat healthier and be more 
active will not happen magically. De-
veloping and sustaining healthy habits 
require planning and a willingness to 
stick to your plan. This can be difficult at 
first, but it does get easier. Taking time 
for wellness is always a good plan. Your 
food can easily become your achilles 
heel or your healing medicine.

If stocked properly, the kitchen 
can act as your pharmacy 

to keep you healthy
NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is 
Director of Nutrition and Dietetics for 
Hendricks Regional Health. Her goal is to 
share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

 Taking time 
for wellness 
is always a 
good plan. 

Your food can 
easily become 
your achilles 
heel or your 

healing 
medicine.
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By Karl Zimmer

I’m sure that most, if not 
all of us, are tired of the 

negative news. We’ve heard too many sto-
ries of the violence, vitriol and division that 
seem to permeate the media. As much as it 
might be important to keep current on the 
events of the day, it is not healthy to allow 
all that negativity to affect you. So, what can 
you do?

You can certainly stop listening, reading 
and watching the news feeds from any of 
the various sources. Ignorance may be bliss, 
though perhaps ignorance is, in part, re-
sponsible for the division and vitriol, so that 
may not be the best solution. 

What if you held a powerful belief that 
would allow you to take any situation and 
live life from a place of joy, forgiveness and 
gratitude? Would that make a difference in 
how you lived your life, in how you viewed 
others and perhaps even in your physical, 
mental and spiritual health?

The good news is that no matter how 
awful things seem on the outside, you are 
responsible for your emotions, your beliefs 
and the emotional energies, influences, 

voices, substances and images that you al-
low into your environment. 

When you concentrate on what you can 
control, and when you realize that for every 
negative, there must be a positive, then no 
matter what bad news there is, you know 
there must be good news. Every coin has 
two sides, and every darkness can be illumi-
nated with the light from a single candle.

The next time you hear something nega-
tive, remember that it is just one side of a 
story, as if one side of a coin. As I’ve learned 
in my life, when bad things happen, there is 
always a beneficial outcome when the dust 
settles. Every cloud has a silver lining, and 
you have the power to make every day a 
great day. How cool is that?

How about reading some 
good news?

LIFE’S 
CHOICES

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who Grew Up 
to RULE® the World…,” a speaker and board 
certified hypnotist. Karl can be contacted 
at Karl@iRULEtheWorld.com. RULE® is 
a Registered Mark of Karl R. Zimmer III. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, 

treat or cure any condition or illness.

SERVICES
• Tree removal • Tree removal 
• Tree trimming• Tree trimming
• Stump grinding • Stump grinding 
• Lot clearing• Lot clearing
• Deadwooding• Deadwooding
• Topping• Topping

CALL TODAY!  (317) 524-9100

FULLY INSURED

Nick’s Tree Nick’s Tree 
ServiceService

• Bucket truck• Bucket truck
• Chippers • Chippers 
• Climbers • Climbers 
• Specialty lifts• Specialty lifts

EQUIPMENT 
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Historic Hinkle Fieldhouse provides 
Hoosier Hysteria backdrop

LIFESTYLE

Don Knebel is a local resident who works for 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP. For the full column 
visit donknebel.com. You may contact him at 
editorial@youarecurrent.com.

By Don Knebel

In 1921, 22-year-old 
Paul D. (“Tony”) Hinkle, a two-time basket-
ball All American at the University of Chi-
cago, became assistant basketball coach at 
Butler University, then located in Irvington. 
In 1924, Butler won the AAU national tour-
nament as Butler was planning a move to its 
current location. 

Butler hired Indianapolis architect Fermor 
Spencer Cannon to design a facility worthy 
of a national championship team. Hinkle 
became head basketball coach in 1926, and 
construction of the brick and stone arena 
at the corner of Boulevard Place and 49th 
Street began in 1927. When completed a 
year later, Butler Fieldhouse, which was en-
gineered so all 15,000 fans had an unob-
structed court view, was the largest basket-
ball arena in the United States. It maintained 
that rank until 1950. 

In the inaugural game on March 7, 1928, 
the Hinkle-led Bulldogs defeated top-
ranked Notre Dame in overtime. In 1929, 
Butler again defeated Notre Dame and won 
its second national basketball champion-
ship. During World War II, the fieldhouse 
was a barracks. In 1966, with Hinkle serving 
as both head basketball and head football 

coach, Butler’s trustees renamed the build-
ing Hinkle Fieldhouse.

Until 1972, Hinkle Fieldhouse hosted the 
finals of the Indiana High School boys bas-
ketball tournament, the oldest such tour-
nament in the country, including the 1954 
game in which Milan defeated Muncie Cen-
tral. The state championship scenes in the 
movie “Hoosiers,” inspired by that famous 
game, were filmed in the fieldhouse. 

At the 1935 Butler Relays, Jesse Owens set 
an indoor record in the 60-yard dash in the 
fieldhouse. Six presidents and religious lead-
ers including Billy Graham have come to Hin-
kle Fieldhouse, which was named a National 
Historic Landmark in 1987. It also inspired 
the exterior of what is now Gainbridge Field-
house. A $36.2 million renovation completed 
in 2014 added 4,500 chair seats and a new 
scoreboard. Visit the fieldhouse 8:30 a.m.-5 
p.m. weekdays for self-guided tours.

TRAVEL

Hinkle Fieldhouse on Butler University’s campus was named a National Historic Landmark in 1987. (Photo by Don 
Knebel)

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2021 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-21.
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How to care for peony 
plants before winter hits

LIFESTYLE

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

As winter approaches, 
gardeners like to take advantage of any mild 
days to work in their gardens. There is al-
ways something to do. Although many tasks 
can wait until spring, one thing that really 
needs to be done in the fall is taking care of 
any peonies in the garden. 

For generations, the most common type 
of peonies grown have been the herba-
ceous peonies. These popular garden stal-
warts are tough and long-lived, requiring 
little care other than sun and occasional 
fertilizing.

Today, gardeners are increasingly plant-
ing formerly rare tree peonies and the 
beautiful varieties of intersectional or Itoh 
peonies, both of which are still rather pricey. 
However, with thoughtful selection, one can 
enjoy more than six weeks of peony blooms. 

Itoh peonies typically begin flowering 
while herbaceous peonies are in bloom 
but peak as they are finishing. Then, the 
tree peonies, with their huge crepe paper-
like blooms, continue the floral show for 
another few weeks. In Central Indiana, this 
peony parade usually lasts the entire month 
of May. 

Like hydrangeas, each species requires 
different pruning in the fall. With traditional 
garden peonies, it is extremely important 
to cut all foliage to the ground to prevent 
the spreading of both powdery mildew and 
botrytis blight. Discard all foliage and stems 
in the trash rather than composting if either 
disease was present.  

Itoh peonies, with more substantial stems 
than herbaceous peonies, should also be 
pruned to the ground for the same reasons. 

Herbaceous peonies are the most common type of 
peonies grown. (Photo by John Chapin)

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 16

L A B S I P O D S E L F
A L I T C O D E A R E A S
M L L E B L O T L E T B E
B I K E R M O R A L E T E N
D E E R E C A M P E R S
A D D D I N G H Y A R G O

S C I F I S N E E R
E M A I L B R O K E R

S T R A P B E R Y L
H A U L O N S P E C R I B
E X P L O R E A L A M O
A F T B O I L E R M A K E R
T R I P E M O M A S E A N
H E N R Y A B I T S I N E

E G O S N O R A O N T O

5 3 6 7 9 4 2 8 1
1 9 8 5 3 2 6 7 4
4 7 2 6 8 1 9 3 5
7 8 4 3 2 5 1 9 6
6 1 5 8 7 9 3 4 2
9 2 3 1 4 6 7 5 8
2 4 1 9 5 3 8 6 7
3 5 7 2 6 8 4 1 9
8 6 9 4 1 7 5 2 3

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Numbers: FIVE, FOUR, NINE, ONE, SIX, TWO; Stats: ASSISTS, 
BLOCKS, REBOUNDS, POINTS, STEALS; Works: CLEANING, CROWN, FILLING, ROOT CANAL; Stations: MARA-
THON, SHELL, SPEEDWAY; Ingredients: TOMATO JUICE, VODKA; Player: JONATHAN TAYLOR

Although the stems look woody, they will 
naturally die to the roots, so they should be 
removed. 

Tree peonies, which can get up to five 
feet tall and wide, do have substantial 
woody stems that should be pruned only 
to remove seed pods and any weak or dam-
aged branches. These peonies develop into 
stately shrubs and live up to 100 years. They 
readily produce seeds that can be sown for 
new plants. Hint: Plant where they receive 
afternoon shade to prolong the life of the 
delicate blooms. 

Happy Gardening!

208.18 TOTAL ACRES • 136.97 TILLABLE ACRES • WOODS • BUILDING SITES 
HUNTING/RECREATION LAND • 2438 SQ FT HOME w/5 BEDROOMS 

1248 SQ FT HOME w/2 BEDROOMS • DETACHED GARAGE 
POLE BARN w/LEAN-TO • FARM BARN • NORTH PUTNAM SCHOOLS

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
6719 W US 36, Greencastle, IN   Clinton Township, Putnam County

208.18 Acres • Tillable • Woods • 2 Houses

OWNER: Chilcote Farm LLC
For more information visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 TH - 6:30 P.M.
(Auction to be held at the Bainbridge Community Building,

201 N Grant Avenue, Bainbridge, IN 46105)

OFFERED IN 5 PARCELS, COMBINATIONS & IN ITS ENTIRETY
PARCELS RANGE FROM 4 ACRES UP TO 104 ACRES

OPEN HOUSES:

Wednesday, December 22nd 
4 TO 6 P.M.

MONDAY - DECEMBER 20TH - 10:00 A.M.

COLLECTIBLES - PRIMITIVES
WOODWORKING & POWER TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN
MISCELLANEOUS BOX LOTS

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!! 
OWNER:  Several Consignors 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  10% Buyer’s Premium.
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122
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Lights AtLights At
The ParkThe Park

Value Days $5
Monday-Thursday 

Weekend Admission $10

www.DanvilleChamber.org

(Closed Thanksgiving & Christmas Day)


