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Debi’s first 3D mammogram saved her life. The advanced technology discovered her 

breast cancer early, at its most easily treatable stage. Together with the Hendricks 

Regional Health Breast Center, they mapped out a treatment plan that included 

surgery and radiation. Now Debi is celebrating five years as a breast cancer survivor.

We’re standing up to cancer — together. Request your yearly mammogram at 

Hendricks.org/Mammogram or call (317) 745-3404. 

Debi, Danville
Five-Year Cancer Survivor

“Ladies, get your 
mammograms.”
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Danville Town Council approves crossing signals, library parking spaces
The Danville Town Council met Nov. 17.  
The council approved the installation of two additional handicap parking 

spaces for the Danville Public Library. Handicap parking spaces will be add-
ed to the north side of the library on Marion Street, and one will be added to 
the front of the library on Indiana Street.   

Andrew Pitcher, superintendent of public works, was given approval to 
move forward with an interlocal agreement between the Town of Danville 
and the Danville Community School Corporation school board to purchase 
a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon Crosswalk Safety System. It will alert 
motorists when pedestrians are preparing to cross a street, requiring motor-
ists to yield to the pedestrians. Beacons will be installed at Mackey Road and 
West Mill Street, West Lincoln Street between Clear Creek Drive and Paddle-
brook Drive and at Lincoln Street and Warrior Way. Cost is $23,500, and the 

town and schools will equally share in the cost, installation and mainte-
nance.  DCSC will be responsible for inspections. 

 Read more at 
myhcicon.com/dtc-crossing-signals-grant-program-pursuit

Brownsburg marching band performs in Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
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Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to catch up on local happenings in your town.  

Make sure to visit myhcicon.com and follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories and photos 
that feature and affect you and your community.
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Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
ICON is published by Grow 
Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
sponsored by one of our valued 

advertisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers working in 
tandem with Grow Local Media, LLC sales 
representatives. Sponsored content may not 
reflect the views of The Hendricks County 
ICON publisher, editorial staff or graphic 
design team. The Hendricks County ICON is 
devoted to clearly differentiating between 
sponsored content and editorial content. 
Potential advertisers interested in sponsored 
content should call (317) 451-4088 or email 
lyla@icontimes.com.

HC
SPONSORED

Hendricks County ICON 
reaches a vast segment 
of our community. 
For information about 
reaching our readers, 
call Linda Jenks at (317) 
451-4088 or email her at 
linda@icontimes.com. 

Want to advertise?

Catherine Myers  
Publisher

Brian Kelly 
Chief Executive Officer

Lyla Turner 
Assistant to the Publisher

 Linda Jenks 
Advertising Account 

Representative

Gretchen Becker 
Content Editor

Mark Gasper  
Digital Sales Coordinator

Zach Ross & Max Brown 
Production & Design

A product of

Grow Local Media, LLC  
 ©2021 

All Rights Reserved
Established 
April 2008

or the first time in school history, Browns-
burg was one of 10 marching bands selected 
out of hundreds of submissions to be part of 
the parade aired live on NBC on Thanksgiv-
ing.

They performed a number from the Cirque 
du Soleil show, Alegria, titled “Mirko” for their 
34th Street performance.

“This is definitely a dream of many band 
students and directors. This is probably the 
biggest ‘stage’ many of these students will 
ever perform on,” said band director Chris 
Kaflik, who has been working tirelessly with 
fellow band directors Tracy Runyon and John 
Marque to get the dedicated students perfor-
mance-ready.

“I know the students are excited to per-
form. That’s why they do what they do,” he 
said. “It’s an amazing opportunity for the 
students to do their thing on a different 
stage and an opportunity to showcase the 
amazing work the students and staff are do-
ing at Brownsburg. These students will never 
watch the parade the same way,” he said. 
“They’ll know the ins and outs of the parade, 
they’ll remember that street or that corner 
and they’ll definitely remember their perfor-
mance at Herald Square on 34th Street.””

Read more at myhcicon.com/ 
brownsburg-hs-band-big-apple-bound

The Brownsburg High School marching band performed Nov. 25 at the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. (Photo 
by  Kevin McCormick / groupphotos.com)
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Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Avon Town Council met Nov. 18 at Avon Town Hall. View the meeting on the town’s 
Facebook page and YouTube. The next meeting was scheduled for Dec. 2. The ICON will 
report on that meeting in its next issue.

Avon Town Council approves 
program, sidewalk repairs, 
weather system installation

WHAT HAPPENED: Deputy Chief Brian Nugent, presented an overview of a new 
program called AWARE that the police department developed during the past year. 
This program is designed to improve and deescalate interactions between the 
police department and individuals with a cognitive impairment. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved a contract with Precision Concrete 
Cutting to fix sidewalk trip hazards in the Stonemill, Oriole Point and Park Place 
neighborhoods. This is a continuation of the 2015 plan based on a town evaluation 
regarding compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

WHAT HAPPENED:  Council approved the $27,000 purchase and installation of a 
noninvasive road weather information system (RWIS) from The Hoosier Company. A 
sensor calculates snow and ice pavement conditions and provides that information 
to public works to help determine potential action needed for road safety. 

WHAT HAPPENED:  Lawrence M. Moon, chief operating officer of Toledo, 
Ohio-based Republic Development, gave a presentation about a planned unit 
development called Easton Grey. This proposed development on 487 acres is 
located north of U.S. 36, south of County Road 100 N, east of County Road 500 E 
and west of White Lick Creek. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Nugent described this as a simple program where stickers with the 
AWARE logo can be displayed on vehicles and homes of individuals with a cognitive 
disorder. This will give first responders an indicator that they may be about to interact with 
someone with autism, dementia, Alzheimer’s, Down syndrome, diabetes, hypoglycemia, 
PTSD, traumatic brain injury, developmental delay, schizophrenia or any condition 
recommended by a physician. AWARE is free to all families and police, fire, and EMS 
departments in Hendricks County. For more information visit awareprogram.info. 

WHAT IT MEANS: In 2015, $2.6 million worth of repairs to sidewalks and curbs were 
identified.  The department of public works prioritizes neighborhoods annually for 
repair based on site evaluations and complaints. This year Stonemill, Oriole Point and 
Parks Place are marked for repairs. Precision Concrete identified 716 trip hazards in these 
neighborhoods and provided a proposal of $40,000 for the work.  

WHAT IT MEANS: This is a pilot program that may be expanded to different quadrants 
throughout the town. An RWIS sensor will be hardwired and mounted on a light pole 
at county roads 200 N and 900 E. A similar sensor is installed in the Avon Avenue bridge 
structure. Council said RWIS has proven invaluable in determining the need for snow and 
ice removal. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Republic filed an application for a PUD rezoning of this land in 
October. That rezoning request was scheduled to be heard before the plan commission 
the week of Nov. 22. This presentation gives the council an overview of where Republic 
is with this process. If this development comes to fruition, Easton Grey will have multiple 
neighborhoods that connect with an area called the Riverwalk District that will include 
retail, entertainment, civic and residential structures. 

Dr. Shannon L. Austin’s 18-year 
career has involved a broad 
range of experiences in hearing 
healthcare.  She spent fifteen 
years in clinical audiology on 
Indianapolis’ west side and six 
years teaching undergraduate 
Audiology courses at Butler 
University before spending 
three years as an Account 
Executive for a major hearing 
aid manufacturer.  SLA Audiol-
ogy fulfills a dream of private 
practice ownership for Dr. 
Austin and brings her back to 

her genuine joy of patient care.  She is passionate about professional, 
individualized hearing care and cherishes the special bonds that are 
created with patients and their families.  The treatment of hearing 
loss can be an emotional journey and she values the trust patients 
place in her. 

Dr. Austin looks forward to continuing her reputation as a trusted 
resource in the community for all aspects of hearing healthcare. 
As an independently owned business, SLA Audiology can get you 
on the right path with recommendations that are always in your 
best interest. 

SLA Audiology officially opened on June 1, 2021.  We are cur-
rently accepting patients of all ages.  We are also glad to help 
determine a plan of care for patients who wear devices that were 
purchased elsewhere.  Evening and early morning appointments 
are available weekly. 

You can schedule an appointment by calling  
317-932-0099 or at our website at SLAaudiology.com

480 East Northfield Drive, Suite 600 
Brownsburg, IN 46112

(317) 932-0099 • SLAaudiology.com

Shannon L. Austin, 
Au.D., CCC-A
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The Plainfield Town Council met Nov. 22 for a regular council meeting. The council meets at 6 p.m. for a work 
session and 7 p.m. for a council meeting on the second and fourth Mondays each month at 591 Moon Road. Agendas 
and meeting minutes can be found at townofplainfield.com. The next meeting is scheduled for Dec.13.

Plainfield Town Council increases  
PYAP funding, adopts annexation plans 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council passed two resolutions adopting a written fiscal plan and establishing 
a policy for the provision of town services to an annexed area. These areas include Lambert/Avalon 
North 2 at the northwest corner of Gibbs and Vestal Roads and Vanbibber Property at 5311 Gibbs Road, 
respectively.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved increased annual funding to the Plainfield Youth Assistance 
Program to $35,000 for the remainder of the existing contract.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council passed an ordinance to establish a restricted donation fund.

WHAT IT MEANS: The town desires to annex 8.72 acres at the northwest corner of Gibbs and Vestal Roads and 3.75 
acres within two parcels at 5311 Gibbs Road.

WHAT IT MEANS: The town and Plainfield Community School Corporation are both increasing their annual 
contributions to PYAP, which serves as a voluntary early intervention and advocacy process for at-risk youth and 
families in Plainfield. PYAP recently hired a new executive director Stephanie Hovermale.

WHAT IT MEANS: The town occasionally receives donations from citizens and businesses for specific purposes. 
Because the town had not previously established such a fund, the donations cannot be spent for the specified 
purpose without the adoption of an ordinance. The town passed this ordinance on first reading to expedite fulfilling 
donor requests.

Schedule an appointment today 
at GetPeytonManningCare.com 
or call 866-781-7649

© Ascension 2021. All rights reserved.

Peyton Manning Children’s 
Pediatrics of Avon 
6781 E. US Highway 36, Suite 120
Avon, IN 46123

If you are experiencing a life-threatening emergency or difficulty breathing, 
go directly to the ER or dial 911.

Don’t delay getting the 
care your child needs

At Peyton Manning Children’s Pediatrics of Avon, we deliver the 
care that’s right for your child whether they’re feeling sick, have 
had an accident or simply need a checkup and vaccinations.

Don’t delay getting the care your child needs, especially now. 
Dr. Donald McIntire starts by listening to understand you and 
your child’s health concerns, and then delivers the care that’s 
right for your family. Talk to us about whether a virtual visit is 
an option for your child. If we do see your child for an in-person 
appointment, know that we’re fully prepared for your family’s 
safety while in our care.

Schedule in-person appointments 
or virtual visits

Donald McIntire, MD
Pediatrics

ICONICbriefs
Avon announces dates for 2022 

summer concert series
Featuring a variety of music genres, the Avon Chamber of 

Commerce, Town of Avon and Washington Township Parks 
& Recreation have announced Concerts in the Parks spon-
sored by Flora Brothers Painting. 

The free six concert series will kick off 7-9 p.m. June 3 at 
Avon Town Hall Park amphitheater,  6570 E. U.S. 36, Avon.

Concerts June 3, July 2 and Aug. 5 will be at Town Hall 
Park. Concerts on June 17, July 22 and Aug. 19 will be at the 
Washington Township Park amphitheater, 115 S. County 
Road 575 E, Avon. 

Hendricks County scholarships available 
for National No-Till Conference

Hendricks County Soil & Water Conservation District is 
offering county farmers partial and full scholarships to the 
30th annual National No-Till Conference Jan. 4-7 in Louis-
ville, Ky. Agronomists, no-till experts and round-table dis-
cussions will arm participants with tips to take home and 
launch during the 2022 crop season. For more information, 
visit no-tillfarmer.com/nntc. Contact the SWCD office in 
Danville at (317) 745-2555, ext. 3.
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IT IS TIME FOR YOUR HEATING  
SYSTEM TUNEUP & INSPECTION!

Save $45.00 on our Standard Tune-up 
YOUR COST: $89.00  •  ORIGINALLY: $134.00

ONLY ONE VOUCHER PER HOUSEHOLD. Offer ends December 31, 2021. 
*PER SYSTEM OIL FINANCE ADDITIONAL. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS, DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS

We can’t wait to hear from you, we’re all ears!

Visit our web site atVisit our web site at BassettServices.com BassettServices.com to see   to see  
what over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!what over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!

SERVICES, SERVICES, inc  inc  ••    HEATING & COOLING
HEATING & COOLING PROUDLY  

SERVING OUR HOME, 
HENDRICKS COUNTY, 

FOR 43 YEARS!

Please contact our office at 317-839-5877 to make an appt. today.

ICONICbriefs
Brownsburg Parks 

seeks volunteers to 
tackle invasive plants
Brownsburg Parks seeks volunteers 

to help remove invasive plant species 
through its annual Weed Wrangle se-
ries, part of a national effort to remove 
invasive plants from public spaces. 
State and community experts includ-
ing Hendricks County Invasive Man-
agement Cooperative will supervise 
the removal of trees, vines and flower-
ing plants while volunteers learn ways 
to address their own green spaces to 
combat invasive species. 

Volunteers must be comfortable 
using cutting tools such as hedge 
shears, hand pruners, loppers, and 
pruning saws. Volunteers ages 13-17 
must be accompanied by an adult. To 
volunteer, visit brownsburgparks.com/
volunteer. Upcoming dates include 
Dec. 11, Feb. 5 and March 5 at Williams 
Park, Jan. 8 at Arbuckle Acres and Jan. 
22 and Feb. 19 along the B&O Trail.

ALDI opens new 
Brownsburg store 

ALDI will open its newest store at 9 a.m. Dec. 
2 at 406 E. Northfield Drive, Brownsburg. ALDI 
operates more than 2,100 stores in 37 states. The 
ALDI business model is intentionally different, 
with a focus on offering shoppers the best prod-
ucts at the lowest possible prices. The store will 
be open daily from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Visit Hendricks County unveils Holiday Gift Guide
A jewelry advent cal-

endar and a charcuterie 
hot cocoa board are two 
of the latest featured gifts 
on this year’s One-of-a-
Kind Finds Holiday Gift 
Guide. The holiday tradi-
tion that has spanned 
nearly 10 years returned 
recently as Visit Hendricks 
County unveiled its top 
20 gifts that can be pur-
chased at locally-owned 
Hendricks County shops. 

Visit Hendricks County 
staff scoured the county 
to find the best gifts in 
hopes of encouraging 
residents to shop local this holiday season and visitors to check out one-of-a-
kind gifts they can’t find anywhere else. Showcasing unique gifts for every mem-
ber of the family, the online guide at VisitHendricksCounty.com/gift features jew-
elry, food, stocking stuffers, home decor, artist creations, handmade products, 
fun experiences and so much more with a heavy emphasis placed on items or 
experiences unique to Hendricks County. Visit Hendricks County also has a give-
away worth $350 that includes a one-night hotel stay during the promotion.

Leadership Hendricks County 
calls for award nominations
Nominate outstanding leaders in Hendricks 

County for the Leadership Hendricks County 
Leader of the Year Award. Nominees don’t have 
to be affiliated with Leadership Hendricks Coun-
ty. The deadline is Dec. 10. The award recognizes 
a community member who demonstrates lead-
ership by being a servant leader, facilitation and 
collaboration, leading by example, providing vi-
sion and helping others be successful. For more 
information, visit leadershiphendrickscounty.org.

Find this charcuterie hot cocoa board and more in the One-
of-a-Kind Finds Holiday Gift Guide. (Photo provided by  Visit 
Hendricks County)



December 3, 2021
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

8

By Peg McRoy Glover

The only skill that outshines Ian Petro’s creative eye for 
videography is his keen brain for business. 

The 16-year-old Avon High School sophomore owns a 
growing video company, Ian Petro Media. He offers video 
services for public safety, promotional events, real estate, 
ministries and sports. 

In a short year and half, he has built an impressive video 
portfolio boasting such clients as Washington Township 
Avon Fire Department, Avon Community School Corpora-
tion, Danville Fire Department, Danville Police Department, 
Goodwill Industries, One Choice Technology, Zionsville Fire 
Department and Sheltering Wings.  

He has plans to grow his company through and after high 
school. He is so forward thinking that he already set up a re-
tirement account at Edward Jones.  

Since middle school, Petro has been interested in doing 
videos, starting with mobile phone recordings he describes 
as silly little videos with no thought behind them, and then 
he purchased a camera from a friend. 

That investment captured a creative passion Petro didn’t 
know he had. Although he had played around with videos, 
the pandemic afforded him time to start thinking seriously 
about this business.

“In April of 2020 when the pandemic started, I had a lot 
of free time on my hands,” Petro said. “I figured I would start 
taking this (videography business) seriously. This is not 
something I ever saw myself doing. If you would have told 
me a year and half ago that I would be where I am at now, I 
would have said, ‘That’s crazy.’”

Petro turned his ideas and passion into a limited liability 
company Oct. 15, 2021. He purchased more equipment by 
reinvesting all revenues back into his company.

“It is an interesting business, especially for someone my 
age,” Petro said. “There really aren’t a whole lot of prerequi-
sites in this business. It’s just a matter of whether or not you 
can create a video, and that is what made it so appealing for 
me.”

In addition to producing top-quality videos, he discov-
ered that networking is a key element to grow his business. 
Most growth has come through referrals from happy cli-
ents, and he intends to expand that positive network in the 
months and years to come. 

Petro also keeps a hand on the pulse of markets. For ex-
ample, he noted promotional video needs are down right 
now for real estate due to the hot market, so he is currently 
focusing on other industries.   

Ian Petro Media has a staff of two billed as the “Head Hon-
chos” on the company’s website. Petro is the president. His 
father Matthew Petro is chief financial officer. 

“It is a father and son partnership, but Ian is the lead. I am 
there for legal reasons and to also collaborate with him and 
strategically grow the business,” said Matthew Petro. “We 
meet weekly and review profit and loss, the balance sheet 

Getting to know Ian Petro
• Age: 16 
• School: Avon High School sophomore 
• Hometown: Avon 
• Parents: Matthew and Melissa Petro: My dad 

is a firefighting engineer for the Zionsville 
Fire Department, maintaining and driving 
fire fighting vehicles. My mom is a surgical 
assistant for IOMSA, an oral surgery center. 

• Favorite class: Study hall 
• Favorite movie: “Goodfellas”
• What are your strengths: Flexibility 
• What are your weaknesses: I am not as 

organized as I’d like to be. That is where my 
dad is so helpful. He makes sure I keep my 
invoices and other paperwork organized. I 
really couldn’t have done all of this without 
him.  

• Best advice you have ever received: Don’t 
let people take advantage of you.

Avon sophomore Petro starts 
successful videography business

COVER STORY

and the project schedule.”
Matthew Petro also helped his son create a long-term business 

plan. 
“The business plan moving forward is that in 2023 when Ian 

graduates from high school, we will transition him into the role 
of operating Ian Petro Media for his career,” said Matthew Petro. 
“When that happens, I plan to continue to serve in a support role 
for us to scale (position the company for growth) the company.” 

In spite of his work and school schedule, Ian finds time to give 
back. He is active at Westside Church of the Nazarene in India-
napolis and donates time to ministries. 

He also participates in the Avon Quarterback Club, a volunteer 
organization that supports the Avon football program. He admits 
that football is his favorite sport to capture on video.

“As Ian’s father and business partner, I feel so blessed to watch 
him grow each day,” said Matthew Petro. “Ian is truly one of a kind. 
He is caring, humble, compassionate, kind and loves God.”

Visit the company’s website at ianpetro.com for more informa-
tion and watch some of his work. 

ON THE COVER: Avon High School sophomore Ian Petro started his own 
videography company. His dad Matthew partners with him as CEO and works 
at Zionsville Fire Department. (Photo provided by Jason Powell)

Ian Petro volunteers with Bruce Mayo, owner for Pro Lab Marketing, taking videos for the Avon Quarterback Club. (Photo provided by Matthew Long)
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804 East Main Street  •  Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer.  Coupon has no value.  Expires 12/31/2021.

Ce
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ing

 47 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

ICONICbriefs
Avon High School students excelled in College 

Board assessments and schoolwork

Twelve Avon High School Students 
have earned academic honors from the 
College Board National Recognition Pro-
grams that grant underrepresented stu-
dents with academic honors to include 
on college and scholarship applications. 

These students were included in Col-
lege Board’s African American Recogni-
tion Program: Daniel Alonge, Aderin-
sola Adeleke, Faith Kipkulei, Emmanuel 
Gichaba, Hiqmah Mustapha, Anthony 
Frazier, Lauren Fitch, Mya Doyle, Jaelyn 

Truitt and Tyler Body. 
Anthony Lee and Sonia Aleman Ville-

gas were honored by the College Board’s 
Hispanic Recognition Program. 

Students have a GPA of 3.5 or higher 
and excelled on the PSAT/NMSQT or 
PSAT 10 or earned a score of 3 or higher 
on two or more AP Exams and are Afri-
can American or Black, Hispanic Ameri-
can or Latinx, Indigenous and/or attend 
school in a rural area or small town. 

These Avon students earned College Board National Recognition: Hiqmah Mustapha, Anthony Lee, 
Sonia Aleman Villegas, Faith Kipkulei, Lauren Fitch, and Derin Adeleke; from left back, Jaelyn Truitt, 
Emmanuel Gichaba, Daniel Alonge, Tyler Body, and Anthony Frazier. Not pictured: Mya Doyle (Photo 
courtesy of Avon Community School Corporation)

Hendricks County Choral Club 
prepares for holiday season

The Hendricks County Choral Club, 
also known as The Treblemakers, will en-
tertain at the Homemakers’ annual Holi-
day Fest Dec. 3 at the Hendricks County 
4-H Fairgrounds. The group will host its 

own concert at 3 p.m. Dec. 4 at the Hen-
dricks County Senior Center, 1201 Syca-
more Lane, Danville. For more informa-
tion, call Kitty at (317) 508-1439.

Former Plainfield resident to host book signing
David Mathews, a 1975 Plainfield High 

School graduate and current resident of 
Xenia, Ohio, will host a book signing 1-4 
p.m. Dec. 11 at Timber City Coffee, 2481 
E. Main St., Suite 190, Plainfield. 

“Much of the story line in my first 
book was influenced by and reflective of 

my years at PHS, especially the football 
scenes,” Mathews said. 

His books are called “A Future and a 
Hope” and “Fugitive of Faith,” and he do-
nated copies to the Plainfield-Guilford 
Township Library.

5530 E. US Hwy 36
Suite 100

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Fresh Roasted Coffee is a  
thoughtful gift for any coffee lover!  

We also offer Gift Cards, T-shirts, Mugs and more for 
those non coffee lovers!

Hurry – our gifts were very popular last year and supply is limited!
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

Plainfield Christmas event supports 
horse therapy Strides for Success

By Peg McRoy Glover

Do you love horses, Christmas, giving back to 
the community and spending time as a family? 
Christmas with Santa and the Ponies is the per-
fect event to bring all of those loves together. 

Family memories can be made by visiting with 
the horses and treasuring traditional Christmas 
moments, while supporting Strides for Success, 
a program that uses horses and riding to help at-
risk and special needs kids and adults. 

Founded in 2004 by John and Debbie Ander-
son and Linda Hazzard, Strides to Success pro-
vides classrooms, offices, therapy rooms, a farm, 
stables and an indoor arena where the people it serves can learn valuable life skills. 

This is the 17th year for this holiday event in Plainfield, which is altered for pandemic 
safety. 

Socially distanced pictures with Santa will be available and can be picked up electroni-
cally.  Instead of whispering all those special wishes for Christmas into Santa’s ear, kids 
can leave Santa a note that he will read when he is back at the North Pole cozily seated 
next to his warm fireplace.   

Organizers remind those coming to dress to be outside, and they will limit the number 
of people inside the barn, so those waiting might stand outside in line.

Santa’s workshop will still be available, kids will take home bags filled with the materi-
als to make a frame for that keepsake picture with Santa.  

By Peg McRoy Glover

The Avon Police Department has developed a new 
program called AWARE that will assist first responders 
during their initial interactions with individuals who 
have cognitive disabilities or medical impairments.

The program has been a little less than a year in 
the making and was introduced to the commu-
nity and Avon Town Council by Chief Deputy Brian 
Nugent Nov. 18.

This deescalation program is designed to edu-
cate officers on how to better interact with people 
on the autism spectrum, those with dementia, 
Alzheimer’s, Down syndrome, diabetes, hypoglyce-
mia, PTSD, traumatic brain injury, developmental delay, 
schizophrenia or any condition diagnosed by a physician. 

A sticker with the logo imprinted on it can be displayed on 
a vehicle or the doors of a home where an individual with cognitive 

disorders resides. The sticker will give first responders an 
immediate indicator that they may be about to interact 

with a person with an impairment or disability. 
The logo for the program is circular with a basic 

human image in the center with AWARE imprinted 
on the bottom. 

“This is a very simple program,” said Nugent. 
“We felt that the impact of the program would be 
maximized if we maintain a simplification of what 

it is.”
AWARE is free to all families and police, fire and 

EMS departments in Hendricks County. 
The launch of the program is being funded by the 

Central Indian Police Foundation. For more information 
visit awareprogram.info. 

Staff report

Mike Grabowski, director of sales and 
marketing at the Embassy Suites by Hilton 
Plainfield Indianapolis Airport, was one of 
16 recipients of the 2021 Lieutenant Gov-
ernor’s Hoosier Hospitality Awards during a 
ceremony on Nov. 5 in Indianapolis. 

Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch presented 
Grabowski with the award. 

Partially under his leadership, the Em-
bassy Suites, which is Hendricks County’s 
first and only hotel and conference center, 
has thrived despite the pandemic occurring 
only a year after the hotel opened. 

Grabowski even had to let his entire staff 
go for several months during the pandemic 
serving as a one-man show handling all the 
calls for cancelations and date changes until 

visitors and business returned. 
Grabowski also has become a mentor to 

younger staffers at the hotel and shown his 
value outside the hotel serving his commu-
nity by personally delivering welcome bags 
to new residents, helping stuff food boxes 
and holding food drives for local food pan-
tries, donating and delivering hundreds of 
bags of goodies for local healthcare workers 
during the pandemic and much more at a 
time when his own business and industry 
was struggling. 

Nominations for Hoosier Hospitality Awards 
are submitted by community members and 
destination patrons. Nominations are re-
viewed, and winners are selected by the Indi-
ana Destination Development Corporation.

Avon Police program to improve interactions  
with public who have cognitive disabilities

Lt. Governor honors Hendricks County 
hotelier with Hoosier Hospitality Award

From left, Lt. 
Gov. Suzanne 
Crouch 
presents Mike 
Grabowski, 
director of 
sales and 
marketing at 
the Embassy 
Suites by Hilton 
Plainfield 
Indianapolis 
Airport with 
one of 16 
of the 2021 
Lieutenant 
Governor’s 
Hoosier 
Hospitality 
Awards. (Photo 
provided)

Christmas with 
Santa and the 
Ponies supports 
horse therapy at 
Strides for Success 
in Plainfield. (Photo 
provided by Strides 
for Success)

Christmas with Santa 
and the Ponies

Where: Strides for Success, 
1350 Terry Drive, Plainfield
When: 4:30 p.m.-8 p.m. Dec. 
10-11. 
Cost: $25 per family and can 
be purchased at the door.
Website: stridestosuccess.org/
christmas-with-the-ponies
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Roman Numerals

After being closed to traffic for more 
than eight months, Avon hosted a partial 
reopening of County Road 100 S Nov. 24. 
Light and Life Methodist Church hosted the 
gathering that included statements from 
town manager Ryan Cannon and council 
president Dawn Lowden, caution tape rib-
bon cutting and a parade of cars. 

The road is now open from Dan Jones 
Road to 900 E. The construction widened 
the road for new industrial traffic that is 
coming in for Avon warehouses off of 100 S. 

Town officials are hopeful this par-
tial opening will help with residential and 
school traffic. 

8 MONTHS8 MONTHS

By Peg McRoy Glover

For six years John Luecht had worked at a 
McDonald’s in Plainfield keeping the dining 
area clean when the pandemic hit. 

McDonald’s, like all other restaurants in 
the country, shut down their dining sec-
tions, leaving employees like Luecht with-
out jobs.    

He had worked very hard to land that job 
at McDonald’s and was facing a very uncer-
tain future. 

Luecht realizes his goal to be a cook, then dreams bigger

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  12/31/2021.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 12/31/2021.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

John Luecht has overcome many of the obstacles in his path, including autism. He works as a cook at Plainfield 
Middle School during the school year and summers at Camp Tannadoonah in Michigan. His life’s goal is to 
become a chef. (Photo provided by Kelly Collins)

Diagnosed with autism in 1997 when 
he was 2 years old, Luecht remained non-
verbal until he was 7. Considering his slow 
learning start, earning a diploma from Dan-
ville High School in 2013 when he was 18 
years old demonstrated his depth of com-
mitment, patience and determination when 
it comes to reaching his goals. 

“When John was put on furlough at Mc-
Donald’s, his father and I looked at the voca-
tional training in the food industry offered 

by Erskine Green Training Institute,” said 
Patty Luecht, John’s mother. “After 13 weeks 
of training, he graduated as a certified cook 
and was so proud.”

The Erskine Green Training Institute is 
based in Muncie and provides post-second-
ary training to individuals with disabilities 
in the hotel, healthcare support, inventory 
distribution and food industries. 

Luecht’s training transferred his focus 
from busing and cleaning the dining section 
of a restaurant to cooking in the kitchen. 

With guidance from Clay Cramer, an em-
ployment consultant with Danville-based 
Sycamore Services, and assistance from 
Vocational Rehabilitation of Indiana, Luecht 
found a job as a cook.  

First, he worked at Charbonos in Avon 
for six months making pizzas, appetizers 
and desserts. This past summer he cooked 
at Camp Tannadoonah, a summer camp for 
kids ages 5-16 years in Vandalia, Mich. 

“John loved the energy of the campers 
and being around young people,” said Patty 
Luecht. “The camp wants him to come back 
next summer and work in the kitchen. That 
is why he looked into working at a school.”

Kelly Collins, food service director at 
Plainfield Middle School, hired him to work 
in the school’s cafeteria in September. 
He makes yogurt cups, bags the fruit and 

vegetables and the grab-and-go breakfasts. 
“We can count on John to be here every 

day,” said Collins. “He is always on time. He 
is a very quick worker and takes pride in his 
work.”

Now that he has accomplished his goal 
of being a cook, he is raising the bar for him-
self by eyeing the title of chef.

“His life’s dream is to become a chef,” his 
mom said. “But he is patient knowing that 
he will have to work hard to attain that goal. 
We are thankful that he has had such great 
support and has gone so far.”
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Before you plan out your new holiday lighting scheme 
or repeat last year’s festive design, keep these 10 

safety tips in mind when decorating outdoors:

Do not toss light strands up into the 
air. They could get too close to or 
come into contact with a power line.

Before using a ladder, always look up 
and assess all power line locations.

Carry a ladder horizontally when 
transporting it.

Keep at least 10 feet between yourself 
(and any item you are holding) and a 
power line.

Do not use staples or nails or tacks to 
secure light strands, cords, wires or 
extension cords.

String together no more than the 
number of strands (or fewer) 
recommended by the manufacturer.

Plug all lights and extension cords into 
GFCI-protected outlets.

Use lights and extension cords rated 
for outdoor use.

Do not use frayed, cracked or 
otherwise damaged cords, plugs or 
lights.

Use only lights and products certified 
by a reputable testing lab.

LEARN MORE AT:

HO- HO- HOLIDAYS
B E  S A F E  D U R I N G  T H E

10 TIPS TO HELP YOU STAY JOLLY

1

2

3

4

5

6

10

9

8

7

ICONICbriefs
Leadership Hendricks County announces 

completion of 2021 class

Leadership Hendricks County recently 
celebrated the completion of the 2021 
class of 27 people. They met each month 
for a full year to learn more about Hen-
dricks County, develop leadership skills 
and become engaged in the community. 

In November, they convened for a 
closing retreat and presented their Team 
Capstone projects, which included the 
suicide prevention, Bike Friendly Hen-
dricks County, youth voting, Hendricks 
County Alliance for Diversity, centralized 
information and accessibility of local 
government and community food pan-
try impact.

2021 Leadership Hendricks County 
Members include: Brent Bangel, Town of 
Plainfield; Rene Behrend, Brownsburg 
Education Foundation; Luke Broderick, 
Abstract & Title, Brian Burelison, Emi-
nence Community School Corporation; 
Justin Cook, Duke Energy; Anna Cope, 
Susie’s Place Child Advocacy Centers; 

Misty Cummings, Miller’s Senior Living; 
Angela Delp, Brown Township Board; 
Alan Geans, Town of Brownsburg; Harry 
Gill, Gill Insurance Advisors; Mitchel Han-
num, Garmong Construction; Madison 
Henderson, Town of Danville; Dawn 
Lowden, Community Real Estate Group; 
Jason Marer, Danville Community School 
Corporation; Shelby Marshall, Hendricks 
County Bank & Trust Company; Carrie 
Meyer, Hendricks Regional Health; Kellie 
Pillar, State of Indiana; Douglas Randell, 
Plainfield Fire Territory; Ryan Rash, State 
Bank; Sherri Reagin, North Salem State 
Bank; Elizabeth Shepperd, Plainfield 
Community School Corporation; Brian 
Slavens, Elanco; Dani Smith, Leadership 
Hendricks County; Michael Spangler, 
Hendricks Power Cooperative; Ryan Sul-
livan, DemandJump; Jeremy Thomas, In-
diana Farm Bureau Insurance and Jared 
Wade, Town of Avon. 

(Photo provided by Leadership Hendricks County)

Local residents to perform with Indianapolis 
Symphonic Choir 

The Indianapolis Symphonic Choir will 
resume its Festival of Carols traditions 
with four performances Dec. 15 at the 
Warren Performing Arts Center, 9500 E. 
16th St., Indianapolis, and Dec. 17-19 at 
The Palladium at the Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 1 Center Green, Carmel.

The choir will be joined by guest art-
ists including Indianapolis native and 

world-renowned soprano Angela Brown, 
the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, and 
of course Santa. 

Hendricks County residents Deb and 
Brett Habing of Avon, Deana Beecher of 
Brownsburg and Steffen Singer will par-
ticipate. For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, visit indychoir.org.
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

BATTLING THROUGH ADVERSITYNotables
Compiled by Mike Beas

Plainfield boys basketball picked up 
where it left off last season, scoring two 
victories to open the season. The Quakers 
defeated Cascade, 73-62, as senior wing 
Cael Vanderbush tallied 28 points on 12-
of-16 accuracy from the floor. He also cor-
ralled 10 rebounds and dished out four 
assists. Junior Garrett Irwin and sopho-
more Collin Schmidt scored nine apiece 
with Irwin leading the team in steals 
with five and Schmidt tying Vanderbush 
and Irwin with four assists. Plainfield also 
downed another county rival in Avon, 69-
64, as Eli Ellis and Vanderbush finished 
with 18 points each and Irwin 10. Schmidt 
and Vanderbush collected nine and eight 
rebounds, respectively. Avon (0-2) was led 
by the 27 points, 12 boards and five steals 
of senior Chrishon McCray with junior 
Keilyn Moore going for 12 points and 
Elijah Collier 10. In the Orioles’ 72-71 loss 
to Mooresville, McCray went for 30, Nick 
Walker 16, Daniel Eck 12 and James Lo-
max 11.

The Cascade girls basketball squad, 
ranked 17th in Class 2A, lost a 69-63 deci-
sion to Tri-West as juniors Sydney Warran 
and Abby Parsons led the Cadets with 
16 points apiece. Senior Christina Lamb 
was close behind with 15. Warren led the 
team in rebounds with seven with both 
Parsons and junior Madison Short cred-
ited with six.

 The 20 points and six assists of senior 
Jordan Richmond wasn’t enough for Avon 
girls basketball as it dropped a 59-41 
decision to Lawrence North. Freshman 
Aniah Smith added six points and led the 
Orioles in assists with four. Avon (2-5) also 
lost at home to Class 4A No. 1 Noblesville, 
74-45, with junior forward Hailey Guin-
grich going for 14 points, two rebounds 
and three assists. Richmond added eight 
points, freshman Nevaeh Wrenn seven 
and senior Gabby Mirise six.

Cascade senior Garrett Hicks a four-
year starter for wrestling program

By Mike Beas

Garrett Hicks has been wrestling long enough to understand the 
challenges of bumping up a weight class or two.

The Cascade senior, who posted an 18-8 record last season at 132 
pounds, is attempting to make his mark in the 145 class, winning 
his season-opener on Nov. 17 with a pin in the Cadets’ 72-12 victory 
over South Putnam.

Regardless of how he completes his career on the mat, no 
opponent will be able to intimidate Hicks considering what he’s 
already endured at a young age.

Diagnosed with Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome, which affects 
the heart’s electrical pathway and caused his heart rate to increase, 
Hicks underwent two surgeries during his sophomore school year.

The first was in January, the second in May. Inbetween, Hicks 
returned in time to compete at 126 pounds for Cascade, making it 
to the Mooresville Regional. He finished with a record of 11-13 and 
owns a 51-37 mark over his career counting the aforementioned 
win this season.

“I knew there was something that could go wrong, but I had to 
just ignore it,” said Hicks, referring to returning in time to wrestle at 
the Mooresville Sectional in February of the 2020 season. “I needed 
to focus on the task at hand.”

During practices leading up to the postseason, Hicks had to wear 
a heart monitor, earning him the nickname “Iron Man” from his 
Cadets teammates.

All the while, Hicks maintained his excellence in the classroom. 
He is ranked ninth in his class of 125 students with a 4.27 grade-
point average.

Hicks did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: Like all sports, wrestling isn’t for everyone. What is it about 
wrestling that makes it so enjoyable?

A: To me, no matter how hard it gets or how much pain you go 
through, having your hand raised after you win a match is one 
of the best feelings in the world. If you ask any wrestler, they’ll 
tell you it’s the most difficult sport. But when you go through all 
that and then you win, it’s rewarding.

Q: How many times have you gone up in weight class during 
your career, and is it difficult to do?

A: It’s just happened as I’ve gotten older and grown. I think 
it can be difficult because people wrestle differently at each 
weight. A 145-pounder is not going to wrestle the same as 

Our orthopedic and sports medicine specialist, 
Dr. Emily Cha, is currently accepting new patients. 
Call 317.944.9400 to schedule an appointment today.

a 120-pounder. This is my first season in one of the bigger 
weights, but I did enjoy wrestling in lighter weight classes.

Q: What are your future plans after graduating from Cascade 
High School?

A: I plan to go to Purdue and major in materials engineering. 
I’ve always thought that I was going to be an engineer, but as 
I got older, I realized I had to choose one of them. This is more 
intriguing to me, and I’ll be a more versatile employee.

COMMUNITY

Cascade senior Garrett Hicks finds success in wrestling and in the classroom 
while dealing with a heart condition. (Photo provided by Quinn Harris)



December 3, 2021
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

14 COMMUNITY

Itsallaboutthyme.com

It’s All About Thyme
Catering Weddings & Special Events

701 West Main Street, Danville
(317) 513-2297  •  (317) 745-6801

jan@itsallaboutthyme.com

HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

Hendricks Civic Theater restored a former church to have a performance space called the 
Longstreet Playhouse. (Photo by Linda Jenks)

By Ken Sebree

Many of us have never heard of the 
town of Maplewood, Ind.; however, 130 
years ago it was a thriving little com-
munity located along County Road 100 
East with an active railroad only a few 
miles northeast of Danville. 

The Hendricks County town was orig-
inally named Progress and even had its 
own post office. In 1889, the community 
was renamed Maplewood, and in 1912, 
after the trains no longer stopped there, 
the post office closed.

About 40 years ago, the Hendricks 
Civic Theater was created by a group of 
county residents who had a love for the-
ater and acting. It began in the 1970s as 
the Hendricks County Community The-
ater and was established as a nonprofit. 
Then in 1989 it was reorganized as the 
Hendricks Civic Theater. 

The group has been presenting live 
plays and musical performances every 
year since. The performances were often 
presented in churches and high school 
auditoriums as those venues would be-
come available. 

Meanwhile, the quaint old Maple-
wood Christian Church sat unused for 
many years because of decline in popu-
lation in that remote village. Then in 
1989, the church property was gifted 

to Hendricks Civic Theater. Now after 
several years of fundraising and sweat 
equity, the church has been trans-
formed into a hometown venue for the 
performing arts. 

The facility has been officially re-
named the Longstreet Playhouse in 
honor of the Long family who were an 
integral part of the community.

Now the Hendricks Civic Theater 
presents plays and performances at 
the Longstreet Playhouse on a regular 
schedule, and they encourage all who 
enjoy live theater to attend. The Hen-
dricks Civic Theater is governed by an 
elected board of directors and officers 
who meet each month to conduct the 
business of the corporation.

Hendricks Civic Theater is a member 
of the American Association of Commu-
nity Theaters, Encore Association, and 
Indiana Community Theater League.

Check out their upcoming shows at 
hendrickscivic.com.

Hendricks Civic Theater performs in 
the historic Longstreet Playhouse

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect and 
resident of Hendricks County for well 
over 40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

HISTORY finds
“Scuttlebutt Goes to War”

The Hendricks County Museum is located at 170 S. Washington St., Danville. Hours are 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays or by appointment. Visit hendrickscountymuseum.org or call (317) 718-6158.

You might not expect to find children’s 
books in the military 
room at the Hendricks 
County Historical Mu-
seum, but this one is 
in just the right place. 
Margaret Friskey, who 
wrote over 100 chil-
dren’s books, got the 
idea from letters writ-
ten by Lt. Dwight W. 
Follett to his children 
when he was on a ship 
in the Pacific war zone 
during World War II.

Scuttlebutt is a little 
dog who finds himself 
on board a ship. The author was quoted 
as saying, “The dog is real. All the people 
are not, but they could be.” The sailors 
love Scuttlebutt. He becomes the ship’s 
mascot with a little tin hat made by the 
cook and a custom life jacket made to 

wear as he walked on deck with the cap-
tain. When Scuttle-
butt broke his leg, the 
doctor made him a 
wheeled cart to use 
while it healed. An-
other of Scuttlebutt’s 
accidents resulted in 
saving the ship.

“Scuttlebutt” means 
rumor. “Scuttle” meant 
to make a hole in the 
ship causing it to sink. 
A “butt” was a wooden 
water cask. Sailors 
hanging around the 
water barrel would be 

like gossip around the water cooler today.
The Hendricks County Museum will 

host the Christmas Candlelight Tour 5-7 
p.m. Dec. 11, 170 S. Washington St., Dan-
ville. Stop by and experience the mu-
seum in its holiday finery.



December 3, 2021
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
15COMMUNITY

FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

AVON

Iris J. Atkinson
Iris J. Atkinson, 97, passed away Nov. 15, 2021. 
She was born June 2, 1924. Services were held 
Nov. 29 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Kathleen S. Emge
Kathleen S. Emge, 75, passed away Nov. 17, 2021. 
She was born on Sept. 17, 1946. Services will be 
held at a later date. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, 
was entrusted with arrangements. Contributions 
may be made to Wheeler Mission, St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital or Feed the Children.

Rex D. McClain
Rex D, McClain, 83, passed away Nov. 27, 2021. He 
was born Nov. 5, 1938. Services were held Dec. 2, 
2021 at Bartlett Chapel United Methodist Church, 
Avon. Contributions may be made to Bartlett Cha-
pel United Methodist Church or Avon-Washington 
Township Library. Weaver & Randolph Funeral 
Home, Danville, was entrusted with arrangements.

Bill H. Walton
Bill H. Walton, 93, passed away Nov. 19, 2021. He 
was born July 17, 1928. Services were held Nov. 23 
at Maple Hill Cemetery. Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.

Elizabeth Jane  
“Betsy” (Alexander) Stacey 

Matthews Welsh
Elizabeth Jane “Betsy” (Alexan-
der) Stacey Matthews Welsh 
passed away on Nov. 17, 2021, 
in Indianapolis, Ind., from a 
ruptured aneurysm. Betsy was 
born Aug. 14, 1946, in New 
Castle, Ind. She is survived by 
her husband, Michael E. Welsh 
of Avon, Ind.; her son, Michael 
Stacey and his wife Susan of 
Biloxi, Miss.; her daughter, LeeAnn Bricker and 
her husband Chuck of Zionsville, Ind.; her step-
daughter, Melissa Clark and her husband Greg 
of Phoenix, Ariz.; her step-daughter, Dena Peters 
and her husband Bruce of Greenwood, Ind.; and 
her step-son Mick Welsh and his wife Amy of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Eleven grandchildren: Hannah, 
Camden, Matthew, Nathan, Grace, Sydney, Alex, 
Griffin, Oscar, Evan and Jacob survive her. She is 
also survived by two brothers: Philip Alexander 
of Indianapolis, Ind., and Thomas Alexander of 
Monticello, Ky. Betsy graduated from Chrysler 
High School in New Castle, Ind. in 1964 and from 
the Indiana School of Automation in Indianapolis, 
Ind., in 1965. Betsy began working as a secretary 
placed by a temp agency in 1976 with Merico, 
Inc. Betsy’s hard work and determination led her 
to the position of Vice President of Finance for 
Merico in Dallas, Texas from 1992-1996. She was 
promoted to their parent company and became 
Vice President of Finance for Earthgrains in St. 
Louis, Mo., from 1996-1997. After two previous 
marriages, in 1991, Betsy connected with Michael 
Welsh, who would become her friend, partner 
and lifelong love. They were married in 1996, and 
Betsy soon retired from the family of Anheuser-
Busch companies. Those who know Betsy, knew 
retirement would not suit her, and she continued 
to work the rest of her life. She worked as Assis-
tant Controller/Accounting Manager for Sensient 

Flavors in Indianapolis, Ind., from 1998-2004. 
Then she worked as Human Resource Analyst/
Payroll Manager for Delco Remy in Anderson, Ind., 
from 2004-2005. She worked as Vice President of 
Finance/Administrator for K-Enterprises/Tri-Star 
Sourcing in Danville, Ind., from 2005-2010. She 
worked as Accounting-AR-AP for Grocers Sup-
ply Co. in Indianapolis, Ind., from 2010-2012. She 
worked as Office Administrator for Firewall Inter-
national Inc. in Indianapolis, Ind., from 2012-2015. 
Finally, Betsy worked as Office Administrator for 
Gilmore Supply Chain Systems in Indianapolis, 
Ind., from 2015 up until her passing. Betsy was an 
avid golfer and bowler. She was a member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary, the Prestwick Country Club 
and the Elks. She enjoyed traveling to visit friends 
and family, traveling with friends and family and 
spending time with her many grandchildren. She 
was preceded in death by her father Cletus Bryan 
Alexander and her mother Jessie Myrtle (Murphy) 
Alexander. A viewing was held from 4-8 p.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 22 at Conkle Funeral Home, 76 
Avon Ave., Avon, Ind. A separate burial and grave-
side service were held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 23 
at 11 a.m. Glen Cove Cemetery, 8955 McCullum 
Street, Knightstown, Ind. In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be made to the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.

BROWNSBURG

Marilyn E. Herris
Marilyn E. Herris, 78, passed away Nov. 13, 2021. 
She was born Dec. 16, 1942. Services were held 
Nov. 22. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements. Contributions may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Evona Aline Roberts Fair 
Evona Aline Roberts Fair, 91, passed away Nov. 25, 
2021. She was born Sept. 29, 1930. Services were 
held Nov. 30 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. Dona-
tions may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association. 

David Dillon Kindrick
David Dillon Kindrick, 76, passed away Nov. 19, 
2021. He was born April 20, 1945. Services were 
held Nov. 30 at Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis. 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

Garland Kircher
Garland Kircher, 100, passed away Nov. 13, 
2021. He was born Oct. 2, 1921. Services were 
held Nov. 13 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Robert L. McCurry
Robert L. McCurry, 78, passed away Nov. 21, 
2021. He was born Dec. 21, 1942. Services will be at 
6 p.m. Dec. 3 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 

John W. “Bill” Schindler, Sr.
John W. “Bill” Schindler, Sr., 79, passed away Nov. 
19, 2021. He was born Sept. 15, 1942. Services 
were held Nov. 27 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Donations may be made to the Pike 
Township Lions Club.

James “Pat” Smither
James “Pat” Smither, 72, passed away Nov. 25, 2021. 
He was born March 31, 1949. Services will be held 
at 10 a.m. Dec. 3 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 
Contributions may be made to Concord Neighbor-
hood Center or Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. 

Julie D. Wubben 
Julie D. Wubben, 52, passed away Nov. 24, 2021. 
She was born Jan. 20, 1969. Services were held 
Nov. 30 at Eric MD Bell Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Services, Pittsboro. 

CLAYTON

Bobby M. “Bob” Mitchell
Bobby M. “Bob” Mitchell, 85, passed away Nov. 18, 
2021. He was born on Dec. 19, 1935. Private services 
will be held. Donations may be made to Special 
Olympics Hendricks County. Hall-Baker Funeral 
Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.

Jacqueline M. Stone
Jacqueline M. Stone, 76, passed away Nov. 21, 
2021. She was born Aug. 20, 1945. Services were 
held Dec. 2 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield.

COATESVILLE

Roy Arlen Williams
Roy Arlen Williams, 84, passed away Nov. 19, 2021. 
He was born Oct.19, 1937. Services will be at 11 
a.m. Dec. 3 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 

DANVILLE

Barbara A. Moore
Barbara A. Moore, 87, passed away Nov. 26, 2021. 
She was born Aug. 12, 1934. Services were held 
Dec. 1 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville. Contribu-
tions may be made to a favorite charity.  

NORTH SALEM

Thomas M. Dinkel
Thomas M. Dinkel passed away Nov. 22, 2021. Ar-
rangements are pending at press time. Eric MD 
Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted with 
arrangements. 

PLAINFIELD

Connie Jeannette Vinton
Connie Jeannette Vinton, 87, of 
Scottsdale, Ariz., passed away 
peacefully on Oct. 27, 2021. 
James, husband for 67 years, 
and Vikki Epstein, daughter, 
were with Connie. As per her 
wishes, there will be no memo-
rial services. Connie was born 
May 22, 1934, in Kosciusko 
County, Ind., to Virgil Lamar 
Schannep and Frances Pence Schannep. Connie 
worked as a Realtor for 30 years in Indianapolis, 
Plainfield and Mooresville, Ind. Connie is survived 
by her husband James, daughter Vikki (Eddie), 
Scottsdale, AZ; sister Darlene, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
and brother Tim, Chicago, Ill. Connie was pre-
ceded in death by her parents Virgil and Frances 
Schannep and brothers Jerry, Wikky, Mark and 
Jimmy Joe. Connie will be remembered for her 
caring and loving manner in which she treated 
others. Internment will be in a reserved chamber 
for Connie within her maternal grandfather J.K. 
Pence’s Mausoleum in South Whitely, Ind. In lieu 

of flowers, please make contributions to North 
Manchester Historical Society, P.O. Box 361, North 
Manchester, IN 46962 in Connie’s memory. Fur-
ther information about Connie’s life, please visit 
messingermortuary.com/obituary/ConnieVinton.

Judy A. Cookerly
Judy A. Cookerly, 68, passed away Nov. 23, 2021. 
She was born March 8, 1953. Services will be at 1 
p.m. Dec. 4 at Conkle Funeral Home, Speedway.

Ted Ellis Coyle
Ted Ellis Coyle, 74, passed away Nov. 14, 2021. He 
was born Aug. 11, 1947. Services were held Nov. 
21 at Plainfield United Methodist Church, Plain-
field. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, was en-
trusted with arrangements. Contributions may be 
made to Plainfield Christmas Shop with a Cop or 
the American Brain Tumor Association. 
Jacqueline (Jackie) Jean Davies
Jacqueline (Jackie) Jean Davies, 91, passed away 
Nov. 17, 2021. She was born Oct. 26, 1930. Ser-
vices were held Nov. 22 at Conkle Funeral Home, 
Avon. 

Rosalie Mary (Pike) Dick
Rosalie Mary (Pike) Dick, 97, passed away Nov. 24, 
2021. She was born Oct. 18, 1924.Services were 
held Nov. 30 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

Lori Ann Gardner
Lori Ann Gardner, 47, passed away Nov. 21, 2021. 
She was born Nov. 15, 1974. Visitation will be 4-8 
p.m. Dec. 3 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 

Kenneth L. Lucas
Kenneth L. Lucas, 59, passed away Nov. 13, 2021.  
He was born Sept. 26, 1962. Services were held 
Nov. 19 at Conkle Funeral Home, Speedway. Con-
tributions may be made to the donor’s favorite 
charity.

Grover Leonidus McGowan 
Grover Leonidus McGowan, 93, passed away Nov. 
18, 2021. He was born on Dec. 10, 1927. Services 
were held Nov. 22 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield. 

Sharon Lynn Acton Prether
Sharon Lynn Acton Prether, 63, passed away Nov. 
18, 2021. She was born June 13, 1958. Services 
will be at 7 p.m. Dec. 3 at Hampton-Gentry Funer-
al Home, Plainfield. Contributions may be made 
to a local public library.

Patricia E. “Pat” Sircy
Patricia E. “Pat” Sircy, 77, passed away Nov. 25, 
2021. She was born May 4, 1944. Services will be 
at 1 p.m. Dec. 3 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 
Plainfield. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Harold Wayne Stanley
Harold Wayne Stanley, 80, passed away Nov. 19, 
2021. He was born Aug. 21, 1941. Services were 
held Nov. 24 at Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service & 
Crematory, Mooresville.

STILESVILLE

Paul E. “Gene” Richardson
Paul E. “Gene” Richardson, 88, passed away Nov. 
20, 2021.  He was born April 12, 1933. Services 
were held Nov. 26 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. 
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7 9 5
3 4 8

7 4
7 3 6

1 5 9 7
1 6 8

2 1
7 8 9

6 1 4

3 Indy Restaurants
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Austrailian Animals
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Indy’s ____works Hotel
____________________
____________________

1 ISO Concertmaster
______________________

5 ‘80s TV Shows
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Very Weathly Americans
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65 66 67

68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

Across
1. Eyelid woe
5. 24-hr. breakfast place
9. Waikiki’s island
13. “Working for you” station
14. “Today, Tomorrow, Al-
ways” station
15. “Indiana’s Fox” station
16. Calf-length skirt
17. “If you ask me,” online
18. Pet parasites
19. Texter’s giggle
21. NFL pass, complete or 
not
23. Read bar codes
25. 5-Across drinks, initially
28. Sen. Rubio’s state
30. “___ the ramparts...”
32. UCLA rival
33. Uncertainty
35. “Mad Men” ad exec 
played by Jon Hamm
38. Shapiro’s, e.g.
39. ___ diem
40. AOL or MSN
41. Garden pest
42. Utter mess
44. Moody’s Butcher Shop 
sandwich meats
48. 401(k) alternative
50. Skedaddle
51. Apple desktop
52. Prestwick Country Club 
woods and irons

56. Riley: “An ___ 
the Back House”
57. Game with 
“Skip” cards
58. Mellencamp 
guitar attachment
59. Explosive stuff
61. Danville HS 
volleyball court 
divider
62. Interweave
64. Letters on a 
Cardinals cap
66. Neurotic con-
dition, briefly
68. Sporty car roof
70. Lubricates
72. Mayberry Cafe 
boy
76. “Indiana’s News 
Leader” station
77. “Always Here 
For You” station
78. “Your Home-
town Team” 
station
79. Colts shutout, 
on a scoreboard
80. ___-do-well
81. Cape Canaveral inits.

Down
1. Certain bachelor, in per-
sonal ads
2. Half of hex-

3. Since 1/1
4. Beyond bad
5. Volunteer’s offer
6. That guy
7. Job safety org.
8. Laser particle

9. Hoosier hooter
10. Graph line
11. Minor hitch
12. Anxious feeling
20. Frequently, to poets
22. Monotony
24. ATM maker
25. Hoosier Park figures
26. Singer Billy ___
27. “Star Trek” officer
29. Red Sea port
31. They have Xings
34. Major uncertainty
36. Toothbrush brand
37. Garden pest
39. Longest book of the 
Bible
43. Like an Indy 500 racer
45. Prayer ending
46. Chess ending
47. Highlander
49. Old Indy stadium: ___ 
Dome
52. Wrigley’s product
53. Boxer’s combo
54. Got beaten by
55. 26-Down song: “___ Girl”
56. Non-Rx
60. Indiana National Guard 
denial
63. Santa’s laugh
65. Long Indiana State 
Prison term
67. Where the answer to this 
clue is going
69. Paid player
71. Caustic solution
73. School org.
74. “___ a girl!”
75. Mrs. Peron

Answers on Page 21

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 12/31/2021

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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EVENTScalendar

DECEMBER
Now - Jan. 2
Penguin Park
115 S. County Road 575, Avon. Tickets: $8, kids under 
three and spectators are free. Concessions available. 
Check website for skate hours that change weekly. 
washingtontwpparks.org/penguin-park.htm

Daily through Dec. 26
Lights at the Park
6-9 p.m. Sunday-Thursday, 6-10 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Ellis 
Park, 600 E. Main St., Danville. Drive through the Winterland 
light show. Cost: $5 value days, $10 weekend days. 
danvillechamber.org

3 Friday
Holiday Fest
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Hendricks County Conference Center 4-H 
Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. Lunch served 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Event includes craft booths, entertainment 
and a Cookie Walk with homemade cookies for sale. Free 
admission. (317) 745-9260

3, 4, 5, 10 and 12
Elf The Musical
Dec. 3, 4 and 10, 7 p.m., Dec. 5 and 12, 3 p.m., The Biz 
Academy of Musical Theatre, 5201 U.S. 36, Unit 207, Avon. 
“Elf The Musical” is based on the 2003 movie “Elf.” thebiz-
academy.com/elf-the-musical-show

3-4 Friday, Saturday
Trees of Plainfield
6-9 p.m. Hummel Park, 5373 S. CR 700 E, Plainfield. Stroll 
through the park and look at the decorated trees, hear 
carolers, living nativity and oliday shopping. Supports the 
Plainfield High School choral department. Cost: $10 per car.

4 Saturday
Plainfield Tri Kappa Gingerbread Christmas: 50th year
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Plainfield High School Fieldhouse, 1 Red Pride 
Drive. Cost: $5, which supports families, organizations and 
scholarships for the Plainfield community. Enter doors 1, 7 
or 21. plainfieldtrikappa.org

4 Saturday
Pittsboro Parks Department Holiday Craft Fair
9 a.m.-noon, Scamahorn Park, 130 E. Main St., Pittsboro. 
Vendors will sell holiday items. Kids make-and-take area 
with free crafts for the children to make. facebook.com/
pittsboroindianaparksandrecreation

4 Saturday
Avon Tree Lighting
6-7 p.m., Avon Town Hall, 6570 E. U.S. 36, Avon. Live 

entertainment and music on the front steps of Avon 
Town Hall as well as a visit from Santa, crafts, train 
rides, hot chocolate and cookies and fireworks. 
avoncommunityheritagefestival.org

4 Saturday
Christmas Under the Stars
6-9 p.m., 61 N. Green St., Brownsburg. Linee the streets of 
Brownsburg for the annual night-time Christmas Under 
the Stars Parade and Light show. Parade route: Brown 
Elementary School, north on Eastern Avenue to Main 
Street, west on Main Street to South Green Street, north on 
South Green Street to Enderly Avenue. Tree lighting, music 
and Santa Claus at Connection Pointe Christian Church 30 
minutes after the parade. brownsburgparks.com/christmas-
under-the-stars

4-18
Brownsburg Yuletide Festival
Brownsburg Yuletide Festival 6-10 p .m. Fridays, 2-10 
p.m. Saturdays and 2-8 p.m. Sundays, 1800 N. Green St., 
Brownsburg. Festive activities, twinkling lights, ice skating 
and classic holiday drive-in movies. Each weekend in 
December leading up to Christmas. Character breakfasts: 
10 a.m. Dec. 11 and Dec. 18. Cost: $20 per person. 
connectionpointe. org/yuletide

4 Saturday
Cookies and Cocoa
10 a.m.-12 p.m. and 1-3 p.m., Natural Valley Ranch, 6310 E. 
CR 350 N., Brownsburg. Cost: $10 per adult, $15 per child. 
Includes photos with Santa Claus by the fire, holiday snacks, 
storytime with Santa, Mrs. Claus or an Elf, craft and petting 
zoo. Reservations and masks required. facebook.com/
NaturalValleyRanch

10-11 Friday-Saturday
Christmas with the Ponies
4:30-8 p.m., Strides to Success, Inc., 1350 Terry Drive, 
Plainfield. $25 per family. Join at the Strides stable for a 
visit with Santa and his magical herd of horses and ponies. 
stridestosuccess.org/christmas-with-the-ponies

10, 12 Friday, Sunday 
Hendricks Symphony Orchestra and Chorus ‘Sounds of the 
Season’
7:30 p.m. Friday, 3 p.m. Sunday, Calvary United Methodist 
Church, 575 W. Northfield Drive, Brownsburg. Under the 
direction of Benjamin G. Del Vecchio the orchestra and 
chorus will perform the annual holiday concert with familiar 
holiday songs and the opportunity to sing along to some 
familiar carols with the chorus.Cost: $18 adult, $15 senior 
and $7 student with Identification at the door. Discounted 
tickets are $15 adults, $12 seniors and $5 for students at 
HendricksSymphony.org/season-outlook or at the following 
locations: Brownsburg, Clayton and Danville public libraries, 
Hendricks County Bank, Hendricks County branches of State 
Bank and Hendricks County branches of North Salem State 
Bank. Hendricks Symphony musicians and support staff are 
fully vaccinated.

11 Saturday
Candy Cane Hunt
10-11:30 a.m., 1-3 p.m., Natural Valley Ranch, 6310 E. CR 350 
N., Brownsburg. Price: Kids age 2 and older $15 in advance, 
$18 at the door; adults $5 in advance, $8 at the door. Santa 
dropped candy canes. Visit with Santa Claus, go to an 
animal encounter area, make a craft and enjoy a snack from 
the popcorn bar. hendrickscountytrailrides.com/family-
events

11 Saturday
Christmas Candlelight Tour
5-7 p.m., Hendricks County Museum, 170 S. Washington St., 
Danville. Stop by and experience the museum in its holiday 
finery. hendrickscountymuseum.org

14 Tuesday
Adult Pottery Class
6-8 p.m., Washington Township Park, 5203 E. CR 150 
N., Avon. No experience needed. Price: $27 per adult. 
washingtontwpparks.org/adult-pottery-classes.html

14 Tuesday
Homeschool STEM & Art Classes
2:30-3:30 p.m., Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N., Avon. Price: 
$15 per child, $30 per family of four. Each class. learn about 
design, problem solving, motors, recycling and more. Create 
two projects in every class. washingtontwpparks.org/kids-
pottery-opportunities.html

14 Tuesday
Kids Pottery Class
4-5:30 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N., Avon. Price: $20 
per child. Join for fun holiday themed projects for ages 6-12. 
No experience required. washingtontwpparks.org

18 Saturday
Pictures with Santa 
11 a.m.-1 p.m., Talon Stream Park. Cookie decorating, crafts, 
snowball fights, train ride and pet one of Santa’s reindeer.

18 Saturday
Geocaching
10 a.m.-12 p.m., Gibbs Memorial Park, 4521 Gibbs Road, 
Avon. Price: $5 per family. High-tech treasure hunt with 
trinkets to collect. Navigate around the park using the 
borrowed GPS receiver. Meet at the Firefly Pavilion. 
Recommended for ages 6 through adult. Advance 
registration required by Dec. 11. hcparks.recdesk.com/
Community/Program/Detail?programId=614

18 Saturday
Guest Speaker Spotlight: Green Exercise
2-4 p.m., McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Road, 
North Salem. Patty Haltom will share how a switch to 
working in outdoor recreation has improved her mental 
health and outlook. Recommended for teens and adults. 
hendrickscountyparks.org
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Memory lapse: remembering 
what you didn’t want to recall

EDITORIAL

Let’s do the time 
warp again?

The process of resetting our clocks has 
recently occurred again and so has the 
debate.

Since the beginning of time, humans 
have tried to manipulate it to their own 
benefit. As a recent post on social me-
dia has explained Daylight Saving Time: 
We’re trying to cut off a foot of the blan-
ket on one end, sewing it to the opposite 
end hoping it makes the blanket longer.

Do we really need Daylight Saving 
Time? State representative for District 28, 
Jeff Thompson says no. He admitted in 
a June Hendricks County Conversations 
with Rick Myers and Gus Pearcy podcast 
that he is against changing the clocks 
back and forth in March and November. 
He said he still gets letters and emails 
about the time zone issue.

Thompson said he thinks if we con-
tinue to observe DST, we need to move 
to the Central Time Zone. However, he 
points to a move in Washington, D.C. to 
get rid of DST and that, he says, is the 
right move.

True, there is always a week or two of 
confusion when we “spring forward” or 
“fall back,” especially when you’re talking 
about shipping and transporting goods. 
Thompson said there may need to be 
a realignment of time zones, but many 
countries are already getting rid of DST.

He even argued that ideally, we 
should all go to military time. No confu-
sion there.

The conversation also turns to current 
affairs, and we even talk about adjusting 
the Indiana Constitution. Thompson has 
seen much in his 23-year career. He is 
one of the few legislators with that much 
seniority. So, he talks about his advice for 
newly elected representatives and how 
he approaches his job as a representa-
tive on the Ways and Means Committee.

The weekly show can be found wher-
ever you get your podcasts or at myhci-
con.com/category/podcasts/

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

The Avon High School Bands 
Boosters provided hot chocolate 

and cookies to the Sound of Browns-
burg after the band’s final rehearsal 
before they headed to New York City for 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.

The Avon Outdoor Learning 
Center reported that someone 

stole items from the cabin and also 
burned handmade items donated to the 
organization that helps educate Avon 
students.

Four Plainfield Community 
Middle School students were 

selected from 180 applicants for the 
Indiana Bandmasters All-Region Honor 
Band.

Plainfield Police Cpt. Ryan 
Salisbury, officer Natalie Groth 

and officer Niko Romero graduated from 
the IMPD Leadership Academy.

A travel writer who visited 
Hendricks County recently shared 

her great experience in Hendricks 
County with her readers in northwest 
Indiana.

By Dick Wolfsie

Last year in one of my columns I made an 
observation about how strange it was that 
the OTC medication Prevagen, a product 
used to enhance memory, was produced 
with ingredients taken from jellyfish — iron-
ically the only animal on the planet with no 
brain. They have since scrapped that com-
mercial. You’re welcome.

Now, in every TV ad for Prevagen you see 
an elderly couple out walking in the woods. 
Then we see them sitting on their deck 
talking about their improved memory and 
boasting about how much they walk every 
day. Apparently, these folks always find their 
way back home. Maybe the Prevagen peo-
ple are on to something, after all. I once got 
lost walking a golf course.

Mary Ellen is not a fan of products that 
admit in their commercials their effective-
ness has not been fully proven. But she was 
so concerned about my increasing forget-
fulness, she decided it was worth a try. I was 
very insulted.

“How about you, Mary Ellen? Aren’t you 
going to try it?”

“Don’t be silly. Why do you think I need 
it?”

“Well, last month we got pizza delivered 
four times, brought in Chinese food three 
times and had stuff from the freezer about 
seven times.”

“So, what does that have to do with my 
memory?”

“I assumed you forgot how to cook.”
I thought that joke would make her an-

gry, but she didn’t say a word. For three 
days.

For a long time, every time I went to CVS, 
she told me to buy some Prevagen. It kept 
slipping my mind when I was at the store, 
which seems to me to be a real conundrum 
for the Prevagen people — the kind of mar-
keting concern that Mr. Wonderful on “Shark 
Tank’’ would have been quick to point out: 
“What good is a memory product if con-
sumers keep forgetting to buy it? I’m out.”

In retrospect, I wish I had not asked my 
wife to also take the drug. About a month 
later, I could tell she was annoyed at some-
thing, and I asked her what was bothering 
her.

“About six months after we got married, 
Dick, you told me I was starting to gain 
weight, and now that I think about it, I’m 
still angry at you for saying that.”

“That was 39 years ago. What made you 
remember it now?”

“I don’t know. It just came back to me.”
“Well, Mary Ellen, I just remembered 

when we first met, you forgot about our 
date one night and you left me sitting alone 
at the bar for two hours.”

“Wow, Dick, that was 42 years ago. You 
sure hold a grudge for a long time. Whatev-
er made you think of that again?”

After rehashing a few of our less-than-
joyous moments in the past, things that 
long ago had vanished from our minds, we 
decided to switch from the extra strength 
Prevagen to the regular strength. There 
were a few things we wanted erased from 
our brains forever, and we didn’t want to go 
overboard with this memory thing.

I’m writing a letter to Prevagen to sug-
gest they put this on their warning label: 
“This product will not only improve your 
bad memory but may also bring back bad 
memories.” Catchy, huh?

Full disclosure: I have written several hun-
dred columns over the years about Mary 
Ellen and me. Up until now every article was 
based on something that really happened. 
This is the only time everything in the col-
umn is completely made up, assuming my 
memory serves me correctly.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“Autumn is a second 

spring when every 

leaf is a flower.”

Albert Camus

QUOTE

VIEWS

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you …

In Indiana it is illegal to catch fish with your 
bare hands. 

STRANGE LAW

Letters to the editor policy: The 
ICON will consider verifiable letters 
of up to 150 words. Letters must be 
thoroughly vetted prior to submis-
sion. The ICON retains the right to 
reject and return any letter it deems 
to carry unsubstantiated content. 
The ICON also retains the right to 
edit letters but not their intent. Send 
letters to gretchen@icontimes.com. 
Writers must include a hometown 
and a daytime phone number for 
verification. Guest columns: policy 
for guest columns is the same as the 
aforementioned, but the allowable 
length is 240 words. Guest columns 
should address the whole of ICON’s 
readership, not simply special inter-
est groups, and may not in any way 
contain a commercial message. 
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By Karl Zimmer

What do you need to 
know that, if you did know 

it, would help you navigate every situation, 
would help you cope with every hardship 
and would help you thrive regardless of any 
event over which you had no control? Is 
there really such a thing?

Every one of us has endured hardships 
of many kinds. I won’t go into all the differ-
ent things we’ve gone through; you know 
what you’ve faced and know someone who 
has gone through even more. We are all in 
this together and are fortunate enough to 
have friends and family members who have 
helped us get through the worst of times 
and enjoy the best of times. And yet, what 
if there was something that, if you knew it 
fully in your mind and heart, could help you 
and those you love, get through anything 
that life might present?

That may sound like a tall order, so bear 
with me. Since you have endured much al-
ready, you know or have a good idea where 
your strength lies. Let me offer what follows 
to add to your resources. 

There are some in your life you may view 

as “your world” or even the most impor-
tant person in your world. Perhaps because 
they are in your life, you feel as if you can 
face anything. It is true that together we are 
more than we are alone. 

Yet, what is missing in the belief that your 
strength is because of someone else?

What if, as much as you might feel stron-
ger because of another, your strength is 
about you? Might it be that those around 
you think of you as their strength? What if, 
as much as you may look to others for your 
strength, it is because of you that they are 
strong. You see, even though to the world 
you may be one person, to one person, you 
may be the world. The truth is, you are more 
than you think. Know that! How cool is that?

Others may lean on your 
strength for their strength

LIFE’S 
CHOICES

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who Grew Up 
to RULE® the World…,” a speaker and board 
certified hypnotist. Karl can be contacted 
at Karl@iRULEtheWorld.com. RULE® is 
a Registered Mark of Karl R. Zimmer III. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, 

treat or cure any condition or illness.

By Martha Rardin, RD, CD

“You can get the 
monkey off your back, but the circus never 
leaves town.” — Anne Lamott

I have seen and used this quote through-
out my career. I recently came across it 
again and started thinking about all the 
monkeys we carry on our backs and how 
they weigh us down. The author included 
the quote above, and although it struck me 
as humorous, it is a very accurate descrip-
tion of our weight loss and weight mainte-
nance struggles.

We all have “monkeys on our back.” Some 
of the monkeys are related to our hab-
its and behaviors, some are our genetic 
makeup and some seem to take on a life of 
their own. Many of us have “issues” when 
it comes to weight control, weight main-
tenance and even body image. So, how do 
we handle the care and feeding of these 
monkeys? 

I think the first step is to understand the 
quote by Anne Lamott. The monkeys never 
really leave us; they are always in the back-
ground. Adopting a realistic outlook is a key 
component to achieving a healthier weight. 

Weight gain didn’t happen in a matter of 
weeks and weight loss often takes longer 
than most of us would like to accept. By 

being realistic about weight loss goals, you 
can “hold off your monkeys” and not be dis-
appointed by an unrealistic, unmet goal.

Another step is to seek and learn strate-
gies that help with the “care and feeding of 
our monkeys.” By adopting healthy strate-
gies like eating three meals a day along with 
one to two snacks, we can avoid intense 
hunger episodes. Eating breakfast and limit-
ing the number of meals eaten outside of 
the home is another successful strategy that 
helps keep your appetite under control.

Seeking alternative methods to handle 

stress is a huge part of weight loss and 
maintenance. We all have “stress monkeys.” 
Add the events of the pandemic and it feels 
like our monkeys may overcome us at times. 

Many times, the battles we wage are sole-
ly within each of us. Some of us use food 
as a coping mechanism, whereas a great 
alternative would be to develop and hone 
physical activity habits that get our heart 
pumping and release endorphins that help 
us improve mood and lower anxiety.

And what do we do when the monkeys 
get the better of us and a binge is initiated 
or we haven’t exercised in weeks or months? 
The best thing to do is regain control and 
initiate strategies that keep them at bay.

“The circus never leaves town.” How we 
wish the circus would pack up and leave our 
psyches. But that doesn’t happen for any 
of us. We all have our “monkey issues” and 
knowing that you can handle your monkeys 
is often enough to keep them “off your back.”

Weight loss, eating habits and the monkey on your back
NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is 
Director of Nutrition and Dietetics for 
Hendricks Regional Health. Her goal is to 
share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

Weight gain didn’t happen in a 
matter of weeks and weight loss 
often takes longer than most of 
us would like to accept. By being 
realistic about weight loss goals, 
you can “hold off your monkeys” 
and not be disappointed by an 

unrealistic, unmet goal.

• Crushed Concrete Available
•  Large Roll-Off Containers Available
• Landclearing
• Scrap Metal Recycling
•  Secure Documentation Destruction

FallFall
CleanupCleanup

CALL A RAY’S WASTE REMOVAL EXPERT TO LEARN MORE

WWW.RAYSTRASH.COM

317-539-2024
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God provides what we need in times of trial

DEVOTIONAL
By Michelle Knight

Genesis 22 has always 
been a remarkable chapter of the Bible to 
me. In it we find God putting Abraham to a 
very intense test or trial. This man who was 
to become the father of the Jewish race was 
asked by God to offer his son Isaac as a liv-
ing sacrifice. 

Those words are easily read as we look at 
the verses before us, but there is so much 
emotion and anxiety behind what is writ-
ten. Would God actually ask a man to take 
the life of his son, solely to demonstrate his 
obedience? 

Abraham’s response to all this is simple 
faith in the all-knowing, all-loving God who 
gave him a command, follow me. After three 
days, they arrived. Abraham instructed his 
servants to wait while he and his son Isaac 
went on alone. 

The next few words are intriguing, Abra-
ham making the statement, we will go and 
worship and then return again. A reading 
of Hebrews 11:19 tells us that Abraham 
believed God had the power to raise up his 
son from the dead to fulfill the promise of 
generations to be blessed through his chil-
dren. That’s why he could say we will go for-
ward and worship and then return again. 

Once again, Abraham’s faith takes center 

stage.
I have always been fascinated by verses 

7-8 of Genesis 22. Isaac, unaware of what 
was about to take place, asks his father a 
very legitimate question. We have the wood 
and the fire and the knife, but where is the 
lamb for the sacrifice? 

Even with his faith intact, those words 
had to make Abraham’s gut wrench. He 
knew where the sacrifice would come from 
and how it would be offered up. 

Notice the father’s response to the son in 
verse 8 where Abraham says, “God will pro-
vide himself a lamb for a burnt offering.” 

Digging deeper in the theological well 
here, we fast forward to a hill outside Je-
rusalem where Jesus Christ the son of God 
became that lamb. He became the perfect 
sacrifice for all men. Yes, God did provide 
himself a lamb; our savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

The Rev. Michelle L. Knight is the 
assistant district superintendent 
of Central District of the Indiana 
Conference, the United Methodist 
Church, which supports United 
Methodist congregations in six 
Central Indiana counties, including 
Hendricks. 

SACRED SPACE

“HCCF is dear to my heart 
because it serves all of 
Hendricks County, not 
just one city. The staff are 
so dedicated and the 
entire organization is 
committed to bettering 
our community while our community while 
providing a vehicle for 
people to give back – 
which I love.”
 
- Nick Jaworski

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM
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Don’t panic about yellow 
needles on evergreen trees

LIFESTYLE

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

Every fall, without fail, 
I get a few panicked calls from homeown-
ers who are alarmed that their otherwise 
healthy-looking white pines begin to de-
velop bright yellow needles. I reassure them 
that as long as the yellowing needles are in 
the interior area of the tree and the outer 
two-thirds of each branch’s needles are 
green, there is absolutely nothing to worry 
about.

Deciduous trees such as maples, birches 
and dogwoods turn beautiful colors in au-
tumn before dropping their leaves for the 
winter. Evergreen conifers, which include 
pines, spruces, firs and arborvitaes also shed 
their needles (modified leaves), but only the 
oldest portion, usually deep inside the foli-
age, so the loss is not as obvious and rarely 
noticed. 

When and how dramatic this event occurs 
varies with tree species, summer weather 
conditions and individual tree health. Then 
there are the deciduous conifers, including 
larches and bald cypresses, which drop all of 
their needles after a nice display of shades 
of gold and bronze. 

Evergreen conifers vary in how long their 
needles live before turning brown and 
dropping in the fall. Most spruce and fir 
needles live for up to 10 years before drop-
ping. However, native white pine needles 
(the most commonly planted pine in Central 
Indiana) live only three years. 

So, every fall, one-third of the entire tree’s 
needles will yellow quite noticeably and 
dramatically. The first heavy rainfall, along 
with typical late fall winds, will cause all of 
the old needles to drop. By the way, these 

Healthy evergreen trees naturally shed needles each 
fall. (Photo by John Chapin)

SERVICES
• Tree removal • Tree removal 
• Tree trimming• Tree trimming
• Stump grinding • Stump grinding 
• Lot clearing• Lot clearing
• Deadwooding• Deadwooding
• Topping• Topping

CALL TODAY!  (317) 524-9100

FULLY INSURED

Nick’s Tree Nick’s Tree 
ServiceService

• Bucket truck• Bucket truck
• Chippers • Chippers 
• Climbers • Climbers 
• Specialty lifts• Specialty lifts

EQUIPMENT 
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S T Y E I H O P O A H U
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D O U B T D O N D R A P E R
D E L I P E R I S P
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Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Wealthy Americans: BEZOS, BUFFETT, CUBAN, DELL, GATES, ZUCK-
ERBERG; TV Shows: DALLAS, DYNASTY, MACGYVER, MAGNUM P.I., MIAMI VICE; Animals: CROCODILE, EMU, 
KANGAROO, KOALA; Names: MESH, NADA, VIDA; Works: BOTTLE, IRON; Concertmaster: KEVIN LIN

needles serve as an excellent natural mulch 
for the tree. 

Bear in mind though that needle loss at 
other times of the year or at the tips of the 
branches is not normal for any of these spe-
cies and may be due to an insect or fungal 
pest or the result of severe environmen-
tal stress. But, the dramatic fall shedding is 
nothing to worry about. 

Happy Gardening!



December 3, 2021
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

22

Visiting George Rogers Clark 
National Historical Park

LIFESTYLE

Don Knebel is a local resident who works for 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP. For the full column 
visit donknebel.com. You may contact him at 
editorial@youarecurrent.com.

By Don Knebel

George Rogers Clark 
National Historical Park, along the Wabash 
River in Vincennes, honors the young leader 
of a daring American military campaign.

When the American Revolution began, the 
British province of Quebec included the land 
north of the Ohio River between the Missis-
sippi River and the Appalachians. Quebec Lt. 
Gov. Henry Hamilton, stationed at Fort De-
troit, enforced a royal proclamation barring 
further European settlement by encouraging 
Native Americans to attack settlers. 

In 1777, 25-year-old George Rogers Clark 
convinced Virginia Gov. Patrick Henry to 
authorize him to recruit volunteers to attack 
British outposts. During 1778, Clark and 175 
frontiersmen captured Fort Kaskaskia, along 
the Mississippi, and Fort Sackville, along 
the Wabash. Hamilton soon recaptured Fort 
Sackville. 

After learning from Italian ally Francis 
Vigo (for whom Vigo County was named) 
that Hamilton was there, Clark led 170 
American and French volunteers through 
harsh winter conditions from Kaskaskia 
back to Fort Sackville. A surprised Hamilton 
surrendered and was taken prisoner on Feb. 
25, 1779. 

Virginia then claimed Quebec Province 
south of the Great Lakes, which later be-
came the Northwest Territory. Clark, hailed 
as the “Conqueror of the Old Northwest,” 
was supported later in life by his brother 
William, co-leader of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition.

In the 1930s Indiana and the United 
States jointly erected a classical-style cir-
cular memorial to George Rogers Clark (for 
whom Clark County was named) on the pre-
sumed site of Fort Sackville. 

The 80-foot-tall granite structure fea-
tures a dome resting on 16 columns. Writ-
ing above the columns reads: “The Con-
quest of the West — George Rogers Clark 

TRAVEL

See this George Rogers Clark statue in Vincennes. 
(Photo by Don Knebel)

and The Frontiersmen of the American 
Revolution.” 

Inside, a 7.5-foot-tall bronze statue of a 
uniformed young Clark is surrounded by 
seven 16-feet by 28-feet murals depicting 
scenes from his famous expedition. The 
memorial grounds became a National His-
torical Park in 1966 and include a riverside 
statue of Vigo.

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2021 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-21.
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Project A.N.G.E.L. president Crose gives back to the community 
ANGEL  ON EARTH

Compiled by Catherine Myers

Every year, the holidays become one of the busiest for 
Brownsburg resident and Project A.N.G.E.L. of Hendricks 
County president McKenzie Crose. 

She has run her own Farmers Insurance business for 
five years along Main Street in Brownsburg. 

“I love giving back any way I can whether it’s through 
acts of service, donating my time or being on the board of 

Project A.N.G.E.L.” Crose said. 
Project A.N.G.E.L. provides social services to Hendricks 

County families in need. Christmastime brings the main 
event for the nonprofit. With the help of community dona-
tions from Angel Trees spread throughout the county with 
gift requests for families, the group helps provide Christ-
mas gifts, food and clothing for those who cannot afford it. 

The dog mom of a corgi named Millie and a beagle 
named Mickey describes herself as a “supporter of all 
things small business.” She also volunteers with Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters and is a member of the Brownsburg Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

For her involvement in Project A.N.G.E.L. and the com-
munity, Crose is the Hendricks County ICON of the Month.

What do you consider your greatest virtue? My energetic personality 
and persistence to get things done or find a way to make things 
happen

What do you most deplore in others? Lack of initiative, 
and a weak work ethic

What do you like most about living in Hendricks 
County? I love the small town feel. I think it is 
amazing how a county that is so large can 
seem so small. I love seeing the outreach 
throughout the community, whether it 
is supporting local, a nonprofit or new 
business. 

If you had to live somewhere 
other than in Hendricks County, 
where would it be? Probably, 
Whitestown, it’s up and coming, and 
there are so many changes that have 
happened over the last few years. 

If you could begin life over, what would 
you change? To not dwell on the small 
stuff, life is too short to worry about the 
opinions of others.

If money were no issue, how 
would you spend it? I would 
pay off my student loans, buy a 
house and then find a way to help 
others. 

What makes you happiest? My 
dogs, my family and friends and 
seeing others genuinely happy. 

What is your favorite vacation spot? 
Myrtle Beach

What do you do with idle time? 
Workout, watch movies, craft and 
decorating, especially for the holidays 
— Christmas is my all time favorite, and you 
can never over decorate in my opinion. 

What is it that makes you angry? Seeing adults blast each other 
on social media

What do you do to escape from reality? Working out is a huge 
escape for me or doing something like a facial. This gives me time to not 
have my phone, relax and decompress. I also like watching a good movie 
or series.

What or who is the greatest love of your life? This can be a tough one since 
I am not married. So, I would say my greatest love would be my two dogs, 

Mickey and Millie. They are my fur children. They have been in my life 
for almost 10 years and love you through it all. Dogs are a woman’s 

best friend. 

Which living person in Hendricks County do you most 
admire? Rhonda Wiles, the executive director of the 

Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce, has a passion 
for people, small businesses and growth within the 

community. We both have similar personalities, and we 
just get each other. She is someone I feel like everyone 
needs to meet. She is a great role model and someone 
I look up to. 

What is the quality you most like in a man? Drive 
and sense of humor

What is the quality you most like in a woman? 
Loyalty and desire

What is your greatest extravagance? A trip to 
Thailand and Cambodia in 2018

What are your fears, phobias? Spiders, 
snakes and someone breaking into my 

house 

What has been the happiest time of 
your life? When I decided to get out 
of my comfort zone it has opened so 
many new opportunities, growth over 

the years and I have met some amazing 
people. 

Which talent would you most like to 
possess? Singing or dancing is something 

that I would love to have a talent for. 

What do you most value in your 
friends? Loyalty and trust

Which historical figure do you most 
identify with? Audrey Hepbern is 
just so timeless, and her sense of 
style is amazing. 

What is your greatest regret? I don’t 
have many regrets, but something that has 

been in my way lately is fear of the unknown. 

What tenet do you live by? I can do all things 
through Christ who gives me strength. 

ICON of the MonthCOMMUNITY
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Lights AtLights At
The ParkThe Park

Value Days $5
Monday-Thursday 

Weekend Admission $10

www.DanvilleChamber.org

(Closed Thanksgiving & Christmas Day)




