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Breast cancer doesn’t wait. 
Neither does our care.
We’re standing up to cancer — together. Request your yearly 
mammogram at Hendricks.org/Mammogram or call (317) 745-3404. Anne Mattingly, MD, Jennifer Pierle, NP, Monet Bowling, MD
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Plainfield library to begin ceiling construction
The Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library 

will begin construction in November to repair and 
replace failed ceiling joists. Structural supports 
have been in place since March. 

Library director Montie Manning said construc-
tion was expected to begin Nov. 3 with an antici-
pated project completion before the holidays in 
December. Structural engineers determined that 
two ceiling joists near the main information desk 
failed and partially collapsed due to heavy snow 
loads at the end of February. 

The building is expected to be closed to the 
public for safety reasons from Nov. 22-Dec. 3. 
During this more substantial phase of construc-
tion heavy steel trusses will be lifted overhead by 
crane and installed. The library will also upgrade 
servers, data lines, and network switches, which 
may affect wi-fi and phone service. 

The library plans to continue offering some 
services such as PGTPL-To-Go for curbside de-
livery of items. Other services such as reference, 
reader’s advisory, printing and faxing can be done 
through email at AskUs@plainfieldlibrary.net, 
chat service and phone. Library materials will not 
be due during the closure. Public wi-fi can be ac-
cessed from the parking lot 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

Read more at myhcicon.com/plainfield-library-
to-begin-ceiling-construction

Avon, Brownsburg schools alter mask mandates
The Brownsburg School Board voted Nov. 8 to 

end the mask mandate for all students effective 
Dec. 20. The board said this will allow parents of 
students ages 5-11 who choose to have their chil-
dren vaccinated time to be fully vaccinated be-
fore returning to school after winter break Jan. 4.

The Avon School Board also voted Nov. 8 to 
change their mask policy. 

Due to Indiana operating in a yellow COVID-19 
spread status, starting Tuesday, Nov. 9, students 
at White Oak Early Learning Center, both middle 
schools and Avon High School no longer are re-
quired to wear masks. 

Face masks are still required at Avon’s 

elementary and intermediate schools.
Read more at myhcicon.com/avon-

brownsburg-schools-alter-mask-mandates

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
ICON is published by Grow 
Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
sponsored by one of our valued 

advertisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers working in 
tandem with Grow Local Media, LLC sales 
representatives. Sponsored content may not 
reflect the views of The Hendricks County 
ICON publisher, editorial staff or graphic 
design team. The Hendricks County ICON is 
devoted to clearly differentiating between 
sponsored content and editorial content. 
Potential advertisers interested in sponsored 
content should call (317) 451-4088 or email 
lyla@icontimes.com.
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Hendricks County ICON 
reaches a vast segment 
of our community. 
For information about 
reaching our readers, 
call Linda Jenks at (317) 
451-4088 or email her at 
linda@icontimes.com. 
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To apply, scan 
this code with your 
smartphone.

■ Part-time, full-time, tipped
and untipped positions.

■ Flexible hours
■ Cashiers
■ Drivers (CDL not needed)
■ Supervisors
Family Business

“A family oriented workplace. 

Everyone is part of the team.”

— Driver, Houston

Now Hiring!
airport parking is 

growing, and we need you!

FPR Now Hiring Shuttle Poster, 1-sided. Trim Size 11 x 17  Colors Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Black Preflight and Trap artwork if needed to meet your press tolerances. This artwork not trapped.

The Plainfield library will close for ceiling 
construction. (ICON file photo)
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Breast cancer 
doesn’t wait. 
Neither does our care.

Anne Mattingly, MD, Jennifer Pierle, NP, Monet Bowling, MD

A breast cancer diagnosis can be life changing. And it typically comes with 
a lot of questions: What’s my prognosis? Will I need surgery? How will this 
affect my family?

At Hendricks Regional Health Breast Center, we give you answers — not 
in a few weeks or days — but right away. Our promise is that if you’re 
diagnosed with breast cancer, you’ll be seen within 24 hours by a breast 
surgical oncologist. We’ll talk you through your diagnosis, your options and 
connect you with all the resources you need to help you get well again.

We’re standing up to cancer — together. Request your yearly 
mammogram at Hendricks.org/Mammogram or call (317) 745-3404.

Plainfield library honors military 
with Our Heroes Tree

Hendricks County Amateur Emergency 
Radio Services stand ready

The Hendricks County Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
(HCARES), a group of trained ham radio operators sanctioned 
by the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), are prepared to 
respond to any disaster or emergency when called upon by 
Hendricks County Emergency Management. HCARES can pro-
vide communication when phones and other types of commu-
nications are down or not operating. When needed HCARES can 
communicate with each other and pass any messages for fire, 
sheriff, hospital or health department officials. HCARES offers 
classes to guide persons to get their FCC issued Ham radio li-
cense and call letters. Any interested person may obtain more 
information by contacting Ken Kayler at kc9sqd@gmail.com.

Delta Kappa Gamma members learn 
skills from Leadership Hendricks County

Susan Rozzi representing Leadership Hendricks County pre-
sented a program that teaches leadership skills to members of 
Delta Kappa Gamma in October. The Leadership Hendricks County 
program benefits Hendricks County through capstone projects 
implemented in the county. Delta Kappa Gamma members learned 
about the 11-month program that started in 1993. Nearly 700 
adults have participated. Applications for January classes open Dec. 
1. For more information, visit leadershiphendrickscounty.org.

Brownsburg Parks seeks 
volunteers to tackle 

invasive plants
Brownsburg Parks seeks volunteers 

to help remove invasive plant species 
through its annual Weed Wrangle series, 
part of a national effort to remove inva-
sive plants from public spaces. State and 
community experts including Hendricks 
County Invasive Management Coop-
erative will supervise the removal of 
trees, vines and flowering plants while 
volunteers learn ways to address their 
own green spaces to combat invasive 
species. 

Volunteers must be comfortable us-
ing cutting tools such as hedge shears, 
hand pruners, loppers, and pruning 
saws. Volunteers ages 13-17 must be 
accompanied by an adult. To volunteer, 
visit brownsburgparks.com/volunteer. 
Upcoming dates include Dec. 11, Feb. 5 
and March 5 at Williams Park, Jan. 8 at 
Arbuckle Acres and Jan. 22 and Feb. 19 
along the B&O Trail.

The Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library will host 
the Our Heroes’ Tree initiative through Nov. 30. Based on a na-
tionwide initiative co-founded by Stephanie Pickup, author of 
“The Soldier’s Tree,” and Marlene Lee, author of “The Hero in My 
Pocket,” the tree includes all branches of military service. 

People can honor a loved one by making a paper star orna-
ment for the tree with the military branch and veteran’s name. 

Stop by the library at 1120 Stafford Road, Plainfield. For more 
information, visit plainfieldlibrary.net or call (317) 839-6602.

(Photo provided by Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library)
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Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

Dr. Rocky Singh, chief medical officer 
at IU Health Indianapolis 
suburban region, held an 
online news conference 
Nov. 9 providing up-to-date 
information on COVID-19. 
Singh leads IU Health North, 
West, Saxony and Tipton 
hospitals. 
Question: Give a 
general overview COVID-19 cases and 
vaccination rates. 

Answer: The overall cases in the state 
and country are stabilizing, and we are 
seeing a decline in the number of cases. 
In Indiana we are about 50% vaccinated. 
Hendricks County is a leader in the fully 
vaccinated category with more than 99% 
of all those 65 years and older and 78% 
of 12 years and older are vaccinated. 
In all of Hendricks County, 66% of the 

population is vaccinated. 
Question: What is happening regarding 
the demand for vaccines for kids 5-11 
years old?

Answer: As an organization (IU Health) 
it is hard for us to gauge the demand 
because most of these vaccinations 
are being scheduled through the state 
through online appointments. These 
appointments are filling fast. I consider 
that an indication that there is good 
demand. The CDC and FDA approved the 
Pfizer for children ages 5-11 on Nov. 2.  
It is one-third the dose given to adults. 
It is administered twice, 21 days apart. 
We found that through trials that these 
doses produce a pretty strong immunity 
in kids, with an effectiveness of 90%. The 
side effects are minimal but may include 
a day or two of mild pain at the injection 
site, fatigue and headache. 

To schedule an appointment for a 
vaccination, go to ourshot.in.gov. 

With kid vaccines, IU Health 
updates COVID-19 information

Singh

ICONICbriefs
Community vaccine clinics

Flu shots and COVID-19 vaccines and 
boosters are free and open to the pub-
lic. Flu shots are available for those six 
months and older. COVID-19 vaccines 
are available for those 5 years and older. 
Bring personal ID and insurance cards.
Hendricks County Health Department

• When: 2-6 p.m. Wednesdays and 
Thursdays 

• Where: Hendricks County 
Government Building, 355 S. 
Washington St., Floor 1, Danville

• Make an appointment: ourshot.
in.gov. Walk-ins welcome.

• Call: (317) 745-9368 
Brownsburg Public Library

• When: 5-7:30 p.m. Nov. 30

• Where: 450 S. Jefferson St., 
Brownsburg

Hendricks County Immunization Clinic 
hosted by Vaccinate Indiana

• When: 12-6 p.m. Nov. 30
• Where: Hendricks County 

Government Center, 355 S. 
Washington St., first floor, rooms 
4-5, Danville.

• Register: patients.vaxcare.com/
registration, enrollment code 
IN65942 or walk-ins welcome

• Contact: HCHD (317) 745-9222; 
Vaccinate Indiana, clinic@
vaccinateindiana.org or (317) 
628-7116.

Hendricks County Homemakers host cookie walk
Hendricks County Extension Home-

makers will host the annual Holiday 
Fest and Cookie Walk on 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Dec. 3 at the Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds, 1900 E. Main St.  Free admis-
sion to vendors who will sell homemade 
cookies, plus entertainment and chicken 
and noodles for sale for lunch.  

Social distancing and face masks are 
required.  

Homemade cookies will be pre-boxed, 
weighted and those containing nuts will 
be marked.

This fall the Homemakers made bags 
for Riley Hospital for Children patients, 
blankets and quilts for those in need, hy-
giene kits for the homeless and donated 
warm clothing.  

Holiday Fest and Cookie Walk is their 
fundraiser to support these efforts.
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  12/31/2021.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 12/31/2021.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

ASSISTED LIVING - REHABILITATION  
LONG TERM CARE
MEMORY SUPPORT

Take our free  
healthcare assessment at 

 cardon.us/icon

 www.CumberlandTrace.us

experienceexperience
the heart of CarDon.

COMMUNITY

804 East Main Street  •  Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer.  Coupon has no value.  Expires 12/31/2021.

Ce
le

br
at

ing

 47 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

Compiled by Nicole Davis

The Plainfield Town Council met Nov. 8 for a regular council meeting. The meeting was 
live streamed for members of the public who could not attend. The council meets at 6 p.m. 
for a work session and 7 p.m. for a council meeting on the second and fourth Mondays each 
month, at 591 Moon Road. Agendas and meeting minutes can be found at townofplainfield.
com. The next meeting is scheduled for Nov. 22. The ICON will report on that meeting in its 
next issue.

Plainfield Town Council prepares  
to annex multiple parts of the town

WHAT HAPPENED: The council passed six ordinances on second reading that 
would annex and make part of the town. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved the final reading of an ordinance 
designating an existing public right-of-way at the intersection of county roads 875 
E and 700 S (Camby Road) for emergency vehicle parking.

WHAT IT MEANS: These proposed annexations include Medallion Meadows at 2478 
Medallion Court and 10047 Medallion Court; Friendswood Phase 2 at 10801 E. CR 700 
S; Avalon North, Lambert Annexation Phase 2 on the north side of Gibbs Road at the 
intersection with Saratoga Parkway; Vanbibber Property at 5311 Gibbs Road; Willman’s Lake 
at 7297 Willman Drive and Charter Oaks at 8954 Claren Drive. These ordinances will undergo 
third and final reading at the Nov. 22 meeting.

WHAT IT MEANS: This change in right of way immediately goes into effect. 
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

HC high school students  
Make an Impression at art exhibition

By Peg McRoy Glover

The seventh annual Make an Impression art exhibition will feature 
92 works of art from 48 Hendricks County high school art students. 
This visual art show provides an opportunity for students to display 
their work and receive scholarship money.

“With seven high schools and 48 students participating, this is the 
largest number of Make an Impression submissions since its begin-
ning seven years ago,” said Brian Russelburg, president of the Hen-
dricks County Arts Council and show curator. “After being shut down 
because of COVID last year, this year’s event is live and in person with 
a full audience.” 

The visual mediums include painting, photo, print, ceramic and 
sculpture divided into three divisions. The first division is painting, 
drawing and sketches. The second is print, photo, digital drawing and 
etching. The third division is three-dimensional, including ceramic, 
sculpture, installation and found object assembly.

It is a juried show with 11 scholarships and 10 honorable men-
tions awarded by a panel 
of accomplished artists. 

Three $400 first place 
and eight $100 second 
place scholarships will be 
awarded totalling $2,000 

in scholarship money. 
“I am amazed each year how these student artists get better. They 

bring such energy and creativity with them,” said 
Russelburg. “This is without a doubt one of my fa-
vorite events in Hendricks County.”

The exhibition opened Nov. 12 with a recep-
tion, including a performance from musicians 
from the Westside Music Academy under the di-
rection of Erica Ogden. The art will remain hung 
until Dec. 30.

Roman Numerals

The Plainfield Lions screened 309 
children at eight preschools in Plain-
field, Clayton, Avon and Danville in Oc-
tober, and 21 received a recommenda-
tion for an eye doctor exam. 

Plainfield Lions president Tom Iles 
oversees the local screenings that use 
photography technology and are part 
of a nationwide initiative developed by 
KidSight to protect the eye health of 

children. 
“Six months through six years is 

our target age, but we will do it for 
anyone who asks,” Iles said. 

They use an PlusOptix screening 
camera with infrared light that can 

detect problems such as astigmatism, 
nearsightedness, farsightedness, lazy 
eye and other eye imbalances in as little 
as 5 seconds. 

Children also received a book to 
keep.

For more information on the free 
program contact Iles at (317) 600-5193.

309309

Staff report

In 1992 Brownsburg’s Diana Virgil had a vi-
sion to convert the abandoned 
B&O Railroad corridor into a 
pedestrian trail. She started an 
all-volunteer trail organization 
that made her dream a reality. 
Today countless people walk, 
run and ride their bikes along 
the corridor that has plans for 
further expansion and trail 
connections.

She passed away Sept. 10, and the public is 
invited to celebrate her life during a celebration 
of life service at 2 p.m. Dec. 4 at West Chase Golf 
Club, 4 Hollaway Boulevard., Brownsburg.

“Her passion for the idea was contagious 
and inspired a group of people to join her in 
making this dream a reality. Diana started an 
all-volunteer trail group that eventually became 
the B&O Trail Association Inc. (BOTA) and Hen-
dricks County Trail Development Association 
(HCTDA) as you know them today,”BOTA said 
in an email. “Diana was a trailblazer and with 
more than $12 million in grants and donations 

through the years, she oversaw the purchase of 
about 95% of the former 20-mile B&O Railroad 
corridor in Hendricks County and construction 
of 6 miles of the B&O Trail, along with the coop-
eration of Brownsburg Parks.

“The most recent $4,583,050 award to BOTA 
from the 2nd Round of Governor Holcomb’s 
NEXTLevel Trails Grant Program is to extend 
the B&O Trail eastward into Marion County and 
westward in Hendricks County was the cap-
stone of Diana’s generous life.”

Diana and her husband Hall raised three 
children, Dan Virgil, Debby Toro and Robin Mat-
teson. 

Virgil’s other interests included riding in 
the annual Hilly Hundred Bicycle Ride, being a 
member of the Central Indiana Bicycling Asso-
ciation (CIBA), member of 5th Church of Christ, 
Scientist in Indianapolis, income tax preparer 
and friend to everybody.

For more information about the service and 
to RSVP, email CelebrateDianaVirgil@gmail.com.

For information about the trail, visit botrail.
org.

Plainfield Lions members Worth Donaldson, Tom Iles and Bob Savage screen a child’s vision. (Photo 
provided by Plainfield Lions Club)

Celebrate Virgil whose dream 
turned reality with the B&O Trail

Virgil

Make an Impression
When: Nov. 12-Dec. 30

Where: Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Library, 1120 Stafford Road

The seventh annual Make an Impression art exhibition for Hendricks County art 
students runs through Dec. 30. This oil painting by Alyson Staley from Danville 
High School was one of last year’s first place winners. (Photo provided by Brian 
Russelburg)
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Avon band named State champs, BOA finalists

Staff report

Avon Marching Black and Gold won the ISSMA state band competi-
tion Nov. 6 for Class A and placed third at Bands of America Grand Na-
tional Championships Nov. 13 at Lucas Oil Stadium. They also tied for 
best music in the Class 4A semi-final round of competition with their 
show Pass the Torch. 

It was their 15th state title and 15th consecutive year medaling at 
BOA Grand Nationals.

The Sound of Brownsburg made it to the Class 4A semi-final round 
at the Bands of America Grand Nationals, which marked the end of 
our 2021 competitive marching season for their show Fly Away. They 
were one of 34 bands in the 99 band competition to make it that far. 
Their fifth place finish at the state competition tied for the best finish in 
school history.

“While we may be sad that the season is over, we are extremely 
proud of the student-musicians and student-performers of the Sound 
of Brownsburg and their achievements this year,” the band posted on 
social media. 

The band’s final marching band performance will be Thursday morn-
ing at the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City. Watch the 
parade at 9 a.m. on NBC.

Brownsburg finishes fifth in state, 
makes BOA semi-finals

Brownsburg placed fifth at ISSMA state competition and made it 
to the semi-final round in Class 4A at the Bands of America Grand 
National Championships at Lucas Oil Stadium. 

The Sound of Brownsburg will perform Thursday in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

Brownsburg performs their 2021 show Fly Away for one of their final 
times at the Bands of America Grand National Championships at 
Lucas Oil Stadium. (Photos provided by Music Travel Consultants)

With their show Pass the Torch, the Avon marching band won its 15th state title and 14th straight medal at Bands of America 
Grand Nationals. 

The Avon Marching Black and Gold won the ISSMA state competition and finished third in the Bands of America Grand Nationals. (Photo provided by Brad Poreda, Performing Arts Photography)
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

SUITABLE FOR FRAMINGNotables
Compiled by Mike Beas

Plainfield had a number of fall athletes honored as 
all-Mid-State Conference selections, including three 
girls golfers — Lilli Crays, Demi Bolin and Eleni Ar-
vanitis. Quakers earning notice in cross country were 
boys runner Emerson Nehring and Veronica Har-
grave, Claire Durrell and Jaylin Jones from the girls 
squad. In soccer, boys players making all-conference 
were Joe Sloan, Josiah Eckroth, Austin Kimble and 
Conner Duzan; from the Plainfield girls team, it was 
Harper Ring, Camille Clark, Liza Petersson, Sydney 
Miller and Chloe George. Meanwhile, Quakers vol-
leyball players Peiper Hesson and Ava Utterback 
were spotlighted, as well.

Avon girls basketball lost a 72-57 decision to Terre 
Haute North despite 11 points from Orioles freshman 
Aniah Smith and nine from senior Gabby Marise. 
Three Avon players contributed to the balanced scor-
ing attack with eight points apiece in seniors Alexis 
Mimms and Jordan Richmond along with junior Hai-
ley Guingrich. Junior Nyla Lewis and frosh Nevaeh 
Wrenn tallied seven and six, respectively. Richmond 
grabbed eight rebounds and blocked two shots for 
Avon, while Smith had five steals and four assists. The 
Orioles also lost to Pike, 62-57, with Smith and Lewis 
producing nine points each and Richmond corralling 
11 boards.

The Orioles football team lost in the opening 
round of the Class 6A postseason, 35-21, to Carmel. 
For Avon, junior Jaiden Jones carried the pigskin 26 
times for 162 yards and a touchdown, while sopho-
more quarterback Mason Reynolds passed for 120 
yards and a score. Senior Chrishon McCray made five 
catches and sophomore linebacker Carson Foxen’s 
four tackles were a team-best. Senior Lance Ajayi and 
junior Kaleb Larsuel pitched in three tackles apiece.

Four Brownsburg volleyball players garnered all-
Hoosier Crossroads Conference recognition, led by 
seniors Kendall Meller and Audrey Naberhaus. Also 
making the squad, a 26-7 finisher and Class 4A re-
gional qualifier, were juniors Quinci Thomas and Ella 
Hemmings. Thomas led the HCC in kills with 457 to 
go along with 312 digs, while Meller was next in kills 
with 372. Hemmings, the Bulldogs’ starting libero, led 
the league in digs with 557. Kailyn Terrell scored 15 
points and Miya Webb nine, but Brownsburg girls 
basketball dropped a 44-39 decision to visiting North 
Central.

Plainfield swimmer looking 
to leave a lasting legacy

By Mike Beas

The Wall of Honor inside Plainfield High School features 
handsomely-designed tributes to former Quakers athletes 
and teams dating as far back as the late-1960s.

Senior swimmer Brian Beasley has memorized the criteria 
required to earn his own small section of wall.

Owner of one record and part of another in the boys 
program, Beasley, who specializes in the breaststroke, needs top 
four status at the state meet in February to earn a place among 
the legends. Or, he could gain the Wall of Honor by taking 
home the prestigious Mental Attitude Award, which given his 
weighted 4.7 grade-point average, is hardly far-fetched.

Beasley almost made the wall last winter, finishing seventh 
at state in the 100 breaststroke in a school record time of 
56.33 seconds. During his sophomore season, he took 
part in the 200 medley relay, which lowered the 
program standard to 1:36.29.

Quakers coach Scott Johnson knows better 
than to bet against Beasley, regardless of the 
scenario.

“Brian is the perfect blend of intensity and 
being relaxed,” said Johnson. “He’s very even-
keeled, and always steps up and swims the 
fastest when we need him the most. Brian is 
humble and knows the way he swims speaks for 
itself.

“He leads from the front where he sets the 
example by the way he does things.”

The way Beasley does things 
includes being ranked 14th 
in his class academically. 
Additionally, last spring 
he began his role 
as a junior swim 
coach at Plainfield 
Community 
Aquatics, 
instructing kids 
ages 7-10.

Beasley did 
a Q&A with 
ICON:

Q: How did you get started in swimming, and what are 
the reasons you stuck with it?

A: My mom enrolled me in swim lessons around the 
age of 6. I found success pretty early on. I could see a lot 
of growth and wanted to continue that. And I like that 
swimming is both an individual and team sport. When I’m 
in the water, I’m able to control how I think and how I feel.

Q: Aside from the two school records, what do you want 
your legacy to be as a Plainfield athlete?

A: Last year, I got seventh in the 100 breaststroke at state, 
which was one of my greatest achievements. One of my 
main goals is to finish in the top four at state and have my 
picture on the (school) wall with all those other Plainfield 
athletes.

Q: What are your future plans, and do they involve 
swimming at the collegiate level?

A: I think I’m going to swim wherever I end up going 
to college. I am hoping to go to either Purdue or 

Rose-Hulman and study computer science. 
Another thing I would like to do is continue 

coaching swimming. That’s something I 
hope to do the rest of my life.

Get access to Indiana’s top cancer physicians in Avon
Breast cancer patients in need of medical oncology services can 
now receive expert care from our highly skilled physicians.
IU Health West Hospital   1111 N. Ronald Reagan Pkwy, Suite C1100   T 317.944.0920

Plainfield senior swimmer Brian Beasley hopes to 
finish in the top four at the state meet this season. 
He hopes to continue his swimming and coaching 

career after high school. (Photo by Dave Gansert)
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RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM

CONGRATULATIONS

&
For your 2021 Award Winning Publications in 

BEST OF THE BEST 
By Association of Community Publishers

First Place - General Excellence 
Weekly - 26% Minimum Editorial

Third Place - General Excellence 
Monthly - 26% Minimum Editorial

COMMUNITY

HISTORY finds
Tea Leaf Ironstone

The Hendricks County Museum is located at 170 S. Washington St., Danville. Hours are 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays or by appointment. Visit hendrickscountymuseum.org or call (317) 718-6158.

By Marty Carter

Ironstone, 
also called 
semi-porcelain, 
for many years 
was the most 
popular china 
for America din-
ner tables. While 
not the fanci-
est of china, it 
was attractive 
and affordable. 
Developed in 
England and later made in America, it 
had a finer appearance than stoneware 
and was less expensive than porcelain. 
The name ironstone implied that it was 
more durable than porcelain, not that it 
contained iron.

These pieces found in the Hendricks 
County Museum are a tea leaf pattern. In 
the mid 1800s it became one of the most 

popular pat-
terns. The origi-
nal tea leaf de-
sign was done 
with a copper 
luster glaze. De-
spite the name, 
the design does 
not really look 
like an actual tea 
leaf. 

One explana-
tion of the name 

suggests that it came from the supersti-
tion that good luck would come to you if a 
whole tea leaf appeared in the bottom of 
your cup. There are variations on the leaf 
design, all with a somewhat similar look.

The dishes are still popular with collec-
tors. In fact, the Tea Leaf Club Interna-
tional recently held their 2021 conven-
tion in Findley, Ohio.
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From Avon to LA and back

By Peg McRoy Glover

If freestyle hip-hop dancer Tiffaney 
Boyd had a theme song about her life, it 
would be “Gotta Dance” from the 1952 
Gene Kelly movie with the same title. 
While the song and movie are old fash-
ioned, there is nothing old fashioned 
about Boyd’s hip-hop moves. 

It was her remarkable skill as a hip-hop 
dancer that took her from Avon all the 
way to Los Angeles and back home again. Her excellent 
dance skills are based on her natural ability, self-taught 
dance moves and professional training. 

She didn’t take dance classes when she was growing up 
because hip-hop classes were almost non-existent. When 
she was a student at Avon High School, her home was her 
dance studio, and her instructors were the professionals 
on MTV. 

“When I was a student, I was obsessed with watching 
MTV,” said Boyd. “I would watch Madonna, Paula Abdul 
and Janet Jackson. That is how I learned hip-hop.”

She would watch and rewatch videos of these popu-
lar performers dissecting their steps and imitating their 
movements. 

After high school she attended Olivet Nazarene Univer-
sity in Bourbonnais, Ill., to study communications. Dance, 
however, was not offered. That didn’t sit well with Boyd 
because she had to dance and began looking around for 
other options. 

“After I turned 21 years old, I would go to The Vogue 
just to dance,” said Boyd. “When the management saw me 
dance, they asked me to be one of their hip-hop dancers 
performing up on the scaffolding.”

One of her fondest performances at The Vogue was 
called the Black Party. 

“The theater was completely black. I was up on the 
scaffolding covered from head to toe with glow lights,” 
said Boyd. “A song by The Chemical Brothers came on, and 
I started dancing. There were monitors all around the the-
ater. I could see my glow-in-the-dark stick figure dancing 
throughout The Vogue on these monitors. It is something 
I will never forget.” 

After six months at The Vogue, Boyd moved to Los An-
geles where a friend introduced her to that city’s profes-
sional hip-hop dance community. 

Even though her natural talent and self-taught dance 
moves easily put her on stage among some of the best 
hip-hop professionals in LA, she sought out formal train-
ing. 

“This guy who was at one of my first auditions pulled 
me aside and told me that it was obvious that I hadn’t 
been trained,” said Boyd. “He also told me all focus went to 
me when I stepped on stage, so I needed to get trained. 

I also struggled to learn choreography because I didn’t 
know the names of the dance moves.”

Boyd enrolled in Santa Monica College learning bal-
let, modern, jazz, salsa and the various forms of Brazilian 
dances. And it paid off.

Her work in television, stage and music videos took 
off, and during her time off she taught dance at studios, 
schools and gyms. 

Among her many television appearances, she danced 
in the competitive dance series “Master of Dance’’ that 
aired on TLC in 2008, “Kira Plastinina: In Her Own Words” 
on MTV, also in 2008; and “Party Mommas” on Fox Canada 
in 2009. 

On stage, her highlights include performing with the 
Groove Radio Dancers in 1998, Dancescape LA in 2006, 
E-Funk Dance Crew in 2005 and 2006 and Def Leppard’s 
2009 world tour. 

As Boyd’s performance career in LA began to wane, her 
teaching career exploded. She taught kids with special 
needs, inner city kids and the kids of major movie stars. 

The birth of her daughter Lanah six years ago motivat-
ed her to move back to Avon. She wanted Lanah to grow 
up around family and learn Midwestern values. 

Boyd didn’t leave behind in LA her great love of danc-
ing and teaching. She teaches pilates at Inner Balance in 
Brownsburg and has a studio in her home. Through on-
line classes from her home in Avon she continues to teach 
special needs kids in LA as well as a couple of celebrities. 

“The freest I ever feel is on the dance floor, whether it 
is in a club or music studio,” said Boyd. “Once that music 
comes on, I become a vessel. I think of nothing else but 
the movement and the music. My first love is dance, and I 
just have to dance.”

Hip-hop dance provides Boyd 
a lifetime of performance 

Boyd

Avon’s Tiffaney Boyd took her hip-hop dance talent from The Vogue in Broad Ripple to Los Angeles, eventually dancing  Def Leppard’s 2009 
world tour. (Photo provided by Tiffany Boyd) 
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FRIENDSHIP AND COMMUNITY SERVICE
By Lindsay Doty 

On a brisk fall afternoon, Tina Hayes hangs 
yard signs throughout Hendricks County to get 
the word out about the upcoming Gingerbread 
Christmas arts and crafts show put on annually by 
Plainfield Tri Kappa.

The local community service sorority that raises 
money for the community is getting ready for the 
festive fundraiser that returns Dec. 4 at Plainfield 
High School.

“I just enjoy giving back to the community,” says 
Hayes, president of Plainfield Tri Kappa.

“Gingerbread Christmas is our biggest 
fundraiser.”

The one-stop shopping event boasts a 
variety of unique handcrafted gift items, from 
woodworking and handmade jewelry to the ever-
popular cheese balls.

Each of the vendors is carefully selected by Tri 
Kappa to ensure the items are handmade, not 
store-bought. The money raised goes back to the 
community.

This year will mark 50 years of Gingerbread 
Christmas fun. The 2021 event includes a raffle 
and is expected to have around 3,000 guests and 
130 vendors. 

“Our event has evolved over the years, and 
like last year, a few years were missed, but we’re 
proud to offer this long-standing event for our 

greater Plainfield community,” said Hayes.
“We look forward to seeing you on Dec. 4 to 

help us celebrate our 50th anniversary of the 
event,” says longtime Plainfield Tri Kappa member 
Kay York.

Wearing their signature red aprons, the cheery 
dedicated women of Plainfield Tri Kappa operate 

everything at the craft and art show from the 
logistical details to morning crowd control.

“It (the event) just really puts me in the holiday 
spirit. It’s often the first time I’m hearing the 
Christmas music playing, and I get into the 
holiday season,” says Hayes.

The money raised at Gingerbread Christmas 

goes to support college scholarships for Plainfield 
High School students and fund the needs of 
younger children in the district.

“Our chairperson is tightly tied in with nurses 
in Plainfield schools. We are often helping out 
with clothing needs and glasses,” says Hayes. 
“Sometimes it’s just about being able to help 
a child in your community with a need and 
immediately take care of it.”

The chapter hopes to raise between $30,000-
$35,000.

Last year, funds were tight because of the 
canceled event due to COVID-19, but the chapter 
was still able to award two college scholarships to 
Plainfield High School students Caitlin Scalf and 
Grace Agan.

“My family wasn’t able to save money for 
college. I have three older sisters, so I knew that I 
was going to need to use the work ethic I had to 
put forth to get scholarships,” says Agan, a college 
freshman at Ball State University who received 
$1,250 through Plainfield Tri Kappa to help pay 
tuition.

“It meant a lot to me because I had applied for 
so many scholarships and been rejected. It felt 
really good,” says Agan, who is studying special 

Members of Plainfield Tri Kappa showcase wreaths they made at the chapter’s anniversary dinner held in 
November. The chapter was formed in 1938. (Photo provided by Plainfield Tri Kappa)

Women of Plainfield Tri Kappa to host 50th Gingerbread Christmas to support community needs

Continued on Page 3

CHRISTMAS
STARSUNDER THE 

PARADE ROUTE:

6 PM

DECEMBER 4
Starts At

Begins at Brown Elementary School.
North on Eastern Ave. to Main St.
West on Main St. to S. Green St. 
North on S. Green St. to Enderly Ave.

There will not be a tree lighting on Town Hall Green this year. 
Instead, visit the Yuletide Festival at Connection Pointe 30 minutes after the parade for

photos with Santa, a petting zoo, ice skating, and drive-in movie (Polar Express). 
Additional fees required for some activities.

Wild Birds Unlimited #376

*Valid in-store at the participating
store(s) listed or by shopping online.
One discount per purchase. Offer not
valid on previous purchases, gift
cards, optics, DSC memberships or
sale items. Offer valid thru 12/31/21.

$10 OFF $50*

Wild Birds Unlimited #376

*Valid in-store at the participating
store(s) listed or by shopping online.
One discount per purchase. Offer not
valid on previous purchases, gift
cards, optics, DSC memberships or
sale items. Offer valid thru 12/31/21.

$10 OFF $50*

8100 E US Hwy 36, Suite O  Avon, IN 46123
(317) 272-0780 • www.wbu.com/Avon

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

Wild Birds Unlimited #376

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

$10 OFF $50*

8100 E US Hwy 36, Suite O  Avon, IN 46123
(317) 272-0780 • www.wbu.com/Avon

*Valid in-store at the participating store(s) listed or 
by shopping online. One discount per purchase. 
Offer not valid on previous purchases, gift cards, 

optics, DSC memberships or sale items. 
Offer valid thru 12/31/21.
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WE SPECIALIZE IN BOTOX AND FILLERS. ENHANCE  
YOUR NATURAL BEAUTY WITHOUT LOOKING FAKE!

7230 Arbuckle Commons
Elevate Office in Brownsburg

317-489-6644

5530 E. US Hwy 36
Suite 100

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Fresh Roasted Coffee is a  
thoughtful gift for any coffee lover!  

We also offer Gift Cards, T-shirts, Mugs and more for 
those non coffee lovers!

Hurry – our gifts were very popular last year and supply is limited!

education.
Scholarships are based on academics, essays 

and recommendations.
“When you sit and review scholarship 

applications in Plainfield, it just warms your heart 
on the future generations,” says Hayes.

Plainfield Tri Kappa has been actively 
supporting the Plainfield community since 
the chapter’s founding in 1938. The group got 
together for the first time since the pandemic 
to celebrate their anniversary with laughter and 
wreath making.

At 72 current members, the Plainfield chapter 
is one of the largest of the 143 chapters in this 
Indiana-based organization.

Many have been with the group for 40-
plus years and enjoy the camaraderie and the 
community support.

The sorority is aimed at promoting education, 
culture and charity and bringing women close 
together. It’s not just a seasonal 
thing.

Nominated members get 
together monthly and support 

the community throughout the year. They 
support local nonprofits, including Sheltering 
Wings and Family Promise, and do service work 
throughout the year. 

“We do weeding at (Plainfield) Friendship 
Gardens. We do the free library and those sorts of 
things,” explains Hayes.

She joined the chapter 12 years ago as a way 
to stay busy and get involved. Through the years 
she has found much friendship and fulfillment.

“Plainfield Tri Kappa is my opportunity to 
support our community while enjoying time 
with my fellow Tri Kappa sisters,” said Hayes. 
“It’s all those little opportunities. When you see 
a kid getting a scholarship or someone having 
clothing issues getting help, it’s rewarding to 
provide something.”

For more information about Plainfield 
Tri Kappa, and Gingerbread Christmas, visit 
Plainfieldtrikappa.org or find the group on 
Facebook. 

Gingerbread Christmas
• Where: Plainfield High School fieldhouse, 1 Red 

Pride Drive
• When: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 4 
• Cost: $5, which supports families, organizations and 

scholarships for the Plainfield community
• Quick tip to avoid crowds: No need to come early. 

Vendors replenish items all day. 
• Enter doors 1, 7 or 21

Continued from Page 2

Brenda Lekse is a Master Florist 
at RUE de FLEURS/Lekse Farms 
in Danville. Visit their website 
ruedefleurs.com or Facebook  
page, facebook.com/RuedeFleurs.

- The Lekse Family

Merry 
Christmas  

and Happy  
New Year!

Cookie Walk 
Homemade cookies for sale. 

Sales begin at 9:00 a.m.

Craft Booths 
and Entertainment 

Lunch Served 11a.m. – 1p.m.

Sponsored by 
Hendricks County 

Extension 
Homemakers and 
Hendricks Power 

Cooperative

HOLIDAY 
FEST

Friday, December 3, 2021
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Hendricks County Conference Center
4-H Fairgrounds

1900 East Main Street 
Danville, IN  46122

FREE ADMISSION 
Masks are recommended and  

social distancing will be practiced.

For more information contact the 
Extension Office at 317-745-9260
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Content provided by Visit Hendricks County 

Visit Hendricks County has a pulse on the community, including some of 
the best gift-giving options from locally-owned retailers this holiday season. 
Check out their annual One-of-a-Kind Finds Holiday Gift Guide for unique 
treasures and sweet treats.

To find more gift ideas, things to do, holiday events, to sign up for a 
giveaway and more, go online to VisitHendricksCounty.com/Winter.

To find websites for local businesses to order some of these products, 
more gift ideas, things to do, holiday attractions and a holiday gift card 
giveaway, go online to VisitHendricksCounty.com.

Hendricks County finds: 
Shop local this holiday season

Children’s Cloth Books
Gallery on the Square always 
provides a treasure trove of great 
gifts, and this year is no different. 
We found this great booth with 
quilt products handmade by Eileen 
Alexander. She offers so many 
wonderful options to choose from 
including beautiful wall hangers, 
crossbody bags, bucket hats and 
more. But the gift that really caught 
our eye were these awesome cloth 
children’s books that will last for 
generations to come. 

Location: Gallery on the Square 
in Danville
Price: $20

Better Melted Glassware

If you have never been to Seek and Find before, it offers 

another shopping paradise that we highly recommend. 

We found so many options but landed on these unique, 

recycled glass bottles that the artist melts into serving 

trays, decorations and memory displays. These glass 

bottles can be personalized as well.

Location: Seek and Find in Brownsburg

Price: $25-$75

Apple Boxes
Beasley’s will offer three different 
themed gift boxes this year filled by 
hand with some of their most popular 
items including their fresh apples of 
course and other products such as their 
apple butter, honey and more. These can 
be purchased in their barn market or 
online and shipped anywhere.

Location: Beasley’s Orchard in 
Danville
Price: $49.99

Paint-Your-Own Bath Bombs Kit
It is hard to limit our gifts to just one from Gallery on the Square, so we decided not to. In the section by Bath Omens, we found some fun bath bombs in different shapes including leg lamps, snowflakes and snowmen, but then we noticed their paint-your-own kits. These kits come already boxed and allow the user to have a little fun painting their bath bombs prior to using them in the tub.

Location: Gallery on the Square in DanvillePrice: $20

Goat Milk Soap 

Inside Alsum Organics, which is best known for its 

holistic health & wellness products (all things CBD, 

dietary supplements and bath bombs), we found this 

locally produced, essential oil-infused goat milk soap. 

But this isn’t just your traditional bar of goat soap as 

each bar features fun shapes including reindeer, angels, 

flowers and more. They even offer unscented soap for 

sensitive skin. And if customers mention our Gift Guide, 

they get 10% off in store through the holiday season.

Location: Alsum Organics in Plainfield

Price: $6.50-$8.50
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Personalized Doormats
We love the signs, ornaments and other 
wood creations at MRC. So, it surprised 
us when we came away with a non-wood 
product on this year’s Gift Guide. But these personalized coconut husk doormats are 
both durable and welcoming. MRC prints 
the designs directly on the mat, meaning 
your personalization will last.

Location: MRC Wood Products in 
Brownsburg
Price: $29.99

“Doctor Who” LampsIf you have a “Doctor Who” fan on your holiday shopping list, this is 
the place you need to go. The only retail store dedicated to the hit 
British TV show in North America is right here in Hendricks County! 
And they are running an in-store special this holiday season on these 
awesome 20-inch lamps with sound effects. Online they cost $49.95, 
but you can get them half off in store.Location: Who North America in CambyPrice: $24.95

4-Pack of Root Beer Varieties

If you or someone on your list loves the 

signature root beer or butterscotch root 

beer at the Oasis Diner, we have good news. 

They are selling it in four-pack bottles. They 

also offer refillable growlers, too. Obviously 

just going in and eating in this old-time 

diner is an experience to itself. So, this gift 

would pair nicely with an Oasis Diner gift 

card, so they could eventually check out the 

restaurant for themselves. 

Location: Oasis Diner in Plainfield

Price: $9.99

Hand-Painted Coffee Mug 

uPaint Pottery Studio is a paint-

your-own, do-it-yourself (DIY) 

experience where you can create 

a handmade gift that will be 

treasured for years to come. uPaint 

has so many pottery options 

available, but we will focus on one 

of their most popular items, their 

coffee mugs. You can either go in 

and paint one for a loved one or 

purchase a gift card to enjoy the 

experience together.
Location: uPaint Pottery Studio 

in Plainfield
Price: $19-$36

Experience: Family Fun Night 

We love Press Play Gaming Lounge and think it remains one of the best 

hidden gems you can find in Hendricks County. They have virtual reality 

stations, foam wars, three-point shooting contests, family pods and much 

more. Purchase a gift card for someone to discover the fun they’ve been 

missing.
Location: Press Play Gaming Lounge in Brownsburg

Price: Your Choice
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Barnwood Tic-Tac-Toe Board
Another great location that you just need to explore for yourself can be found just off the Square in Danville at Forget-Me-Nots. We just adore their creations and love that they preserve local barnwood by giving it a second life. You can just see the rustic age of the barnwood in this year’s featured gift, their giant tic-tac-toe tabletop board with accompanying Xs and Os.Location: Forget-Me-Nots in Danville
Price: $45

Charcuterie Hot Cocoa Board

Charcuterie boards seem to be all the 

rage this year, so we found a location in 

Hendricks County that will customize 

them for you. They offer meat and 

cheese boards as well, but we loved 

the hot cocoa boards. Their large hot 

cocoa board serves 4 for $40 and 

includes four hot cocoa bombs with 

tiny marshmallows inside, two vials of 

honey, peppermint bark and more. They 

also offer a smaller version. You should 

pre-order these by email at orders@

brieandbartlett.com. 

Location: Brie & Bartlett in 

Brownsburg
Price: $12-$40

Jewelry Advent CalendarsWe know the popularity of advent calendars and even featured a couple in last year’s Gift Guide, but we had never come across this creative idea at Seize the Night Designs. How much fun would it be to count down the days by adding a new charm to a bracelet? Well, that is exactly what you can do with this gift. The price above is for the bracelet, which comes in a six-day or 12-day option. She also carries necklace and earrings advent items as well.Location: Seize the Night Designs in DanvillePrice: $25-$35

Embroidered Zip Code Pillows
Undoubtedly, our favorite new store in 
Hendricks County, Copper Top Customs 
is a must-experience shopping location. 
Filled with a variety of antique, vintage 
and repurposed gifts, you could spend 
a good hour in this store. For the Gift 
Guide, we chose these great 16-inch 
pillows that can be customized for any 
zip code or name in a variety of colors.

Location: Copper Top Customs in 
Clayton
Price: $21.95

Gourmet Popcorn

We realize everyone has those hard-to-buy-for loved 

ones on their shopping lists. So, who doesn’t love food 

and more specifically gourmet popcorn? Buy a bucket 

or gift bag. PopAKernal always offers a variety of flavors 

from the common to some signature varieties like Sweet 

Cajun. They’ve even added a new movie room next door 

to their shop that is free for anyone to enjoy with the 

purchase of popcorn.

Location: PopAKernal Popcorn in Brownsburg

Price: $20-$35
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Personalized Tote Bags

We found these fun and creative 

tote bags in this new women’s 

boutique store featuring trendy 

fashions and jewelry located 

across the street from Dick’s 

Sporting Goods inside The 

Shops at Perry Crossing. Made 

by the owner’s daughter, you 

can purchase the tote bags they 

have in stock, or with some lead 

time (about three days), they can 

customize one for you.

Location: The Rustic Attic by 

Angie in Plainfield

Price: $7.50

Dip-Dyed, Bleached Flannels
We found flannels to be in style this holiday season with these particularly 
trendy dip-dyed creations at Style Threads. The staff there told us they have 

a difficult time keeping up with the demand already. They have them in 
every size from XS up to 3X.Location: Style Threads Resale and Boutique in Avon

Price: $32

Experience: NASCAR Truck Race 
A tradition returns in 2022 when the NASCAR Camping World Truck Series 
returns to Lucas Oil Raceway July 29. This would be the perfect gift for the 
motorsports fanatic in your life. Tickets are available at LucasOilRaceway.
com with reserved seats selling for $45 and general admission tickets 
for $35. Children 12 and under get a free general admission ticket when 
accompanied by a paid adult.Location: Lucas Oil Raceway in BrownsburgPrice: $35-$45 and free for children

Fudge Snowman Tins
The Fudge Kettle will offer these cute snowmen tins throughout the holiday season that can be filled with 1.5 pounds of their signature fudge (six wrapped ¼-pound pieces). That amount of fudge would cost $24, so $29.99 total for the tin filled with fudge. But the price can vary depending on what you choose to put in it. You can mix and match with other sweets you find in store.

Location: Fudge Kettle in Avon
Price: $5.99 for the tin, plus the cost of 
whatever you choose to go in it

Experience: Tie-Dye Fun 

Another DIY experience that is fun for the whole family. Choose an article of 

clothing, a few colors and then discover the art of tie-dye. The staff there will 

help you every step of the way and clean up the mess for you after you’re done.

Location: The Tie Dye Lab in Avon

Price: Cost varies
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HOLIDAYS IN THE MAKING
By Brenda Rue de Fluer

The holidays are a time of celebration, 
creating great family moments and reliving 
those memories both old and new. Those 
memories could include the peaceful quiet of 
the first winter snowfall while snuggled in a cozy 
blanket, the soft glow of lights and the twinkle 
of ornaments from your Christmas tree and the 
sound of laughter from a gathering of family and 
friends. 

Christmas is a time to craft and come together 
to design, make decorations and keepsakes. 
Trinkets of treasured memories from those times 
we share together as family are priceless. The 
biggest gift that we could share with anyone 
are those moments in time, our personal time, 
because Christmas is such a personal time of the 
year. It’s a time for reflection, renewal and rebirth 
of spirit. This is my favorite season. I believe in the 
magic and meaning of Christmas. 

Since I was a little girl, I looked forward to 
decorating for the holidays. Now, along with 
my husband Jim and our sons Douglas and 
Matthew, I cherish those warm holiday memories 
of entertaining, parties and baking with my niece 
Sophia. 

My love of the holidays came full circle when 
it became part of my profession. For 20 years as 
the owner of floral company RUE de FLEURS, my 

Sharing the gift of crafting and design

Itsallaboutthyme.com

It’s All About Thyme
Catering Weddings & Special Events

701 West Main Street, Danville
(317) 513-2297  •  (317) 745-6801

jan@itsallaboutthyme.com

passion is designing holiday decor, fresh floral, 
wreaths and centerpieces. I love the DIY approach 
to all crafting projects. Like in life, most aspects of 
design come down to blend and balance. 

I will be a vendor at the Hendricks County 
ICON’s third annual Holiday Craft Show 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. Nov. 27 at the Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds. I will display my latest holiday 
design ideas and share crafting tips. Stop by 
our booth and say hello and visit the RUE de 
Fleurs Facebook page for more information and 
upcoming design classes.

Here are a few ideas to help you create your 
own holiday masterpieces. 

Decorating tips
Buy Christmas and holiday décor to match the 

color, furnishings and style of your home. Buy 
quality pieces. Buy your Christmas themes a few 

M-F 10am-5pm • Saturday 10-2
December: M-F 10-5
Sat 10-4  • Sun 12-4 

51 S Washington St, Danville, IN

Shop Danville. 
Shop art. 
Shop unique gifts. 
Shop GalleryGallery ON THE SQUARE!

at a time. Try not to impulse buy so you don’t end 
up with bits and pieces that won’t work together. 
I use platinum and as much as I can. I love the 
versatility of the cross between silver and gold.       

Wrapping presents
To get the best wrapping results, buy a heavier 

paper. For great bows, purchase ribbon with a 
wired edge. Add silk leaves, artificial berries and 
ornaments for a custom touch. 

Utilizing Christmas cards
Keep your old Christmas cards to make fun 

projects. The high-quality paper, glitter and great 
graphics can make hanging ornaments and cute 
gift tags.

Creating tablescapes 
Set your holiday table with Christmas greens, 

small frames with photos of Christmases past, 
candles, flowers or festive garlands.  

Topping your tree
Refresh your artificial tree by using pine 

sprigs and other traditional Christmas greenery. 
Depending on the temperature in your house, 
they should last through Christmas for this 
mid-December project. Big box retailers and 
Christmas tree farms generally give away their 
Christmas tree clippings. Beware if you have cats 
that like to climb in your tree that this idea may 
not work for you. 

Making fresh flower 
centerpieces in vases

Buy OASIS brand quarter-inch size clear grid 
tape from a craft store. Choose a glass vase and 
make a tic-tac-toe pattern on the top. This will 
help to support your flower stems. Purchase 
your favorite blooms from your local market or 
grocery and make sure to remove the leaves from 
the stems. Fill the vase with lukewarm water, add 
floral preservative and cut your flowers to size.

Brenda Lekse is a Master Florist at RUE de FLEURS/
Lekse Farms in Danville. Visit their website 
ruedefleurs.com or Facebook page, facebook.com/
RuedeFleurs.

Festive DIY touches enhance holiday tables .
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These activities made possible in part with support from the Indiana Arts Commission and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.

THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG | 317.843.3800                        

DEBBY BOONE:  
A DEBBY BOONE  

WHITE CHRISTMAS
SAT DEC 4 AT 8PM

POSTMODERN JUKEBOX:  
THE GRAND REOPENING TOUR

FRI DEC 10 AT 8PM 

DAVE KOZ & FRIENDS  
CHRISTMAS TOUR 2021 

SAT DEC 11 AT 8PM 

CHRISTMAS WITH  
THE KING’S SINGERS 

SUN DEC 12 AT 7PM 
AN EVENING WITH DAVID SEDARIS

WED DEC 15 AT 7:30PM

DAMIEN ESCOBAR:  
25 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

THU DEC 16 AT 7:30PM

POLISH WIENIAWSKI  
PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

FRI FEB 25 AT 8PM 

HENHOUSE PROWLERS
FRI MAR 18 AT 8PM 

STACEY KENT 
JAZZ VOCALIST
SUN MAR 20 AT 7PM 

GILBERTO SANTA ROSA
THU MAR 24 AT 8PM

AN EVENING WITH  
ITZHAK PERLMAN

SAT APR 9 AT 8PM 

STEVE HACKETT:  
GENESIS REVISITED

WED APR 27 AT 7:30PM

MATTHEW WHITAKER 
JAZZ PIANIST
SAT APR 30 AT 8PM 

GARY LEVOX 
OF RASCAL FLATTS

THU MAY 5 AT 7:30PM

MAGICIAN 
DAVID WILLIAMSON 
SAT JAN 22 AT 2PM & 8PM 

DOMINIC CHELI &  
THE BALOURDET  

QUARTET 
THU JAN 20 AT 7:30PM 

TANGO ARGENTINA
FRI JAN 28 AT 8PM 

ZACH BROCK QUARTET
SAT FEB 5 AT 8PM 

PIAF! THE SHOW
THU FEB 10 AT 7:30PM 

THE COMPANY MEN
FRI FEB 18 AT 8PM 

JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER 
ORCHESTRA  

WITH WYNTON MARSALIS
SUN FEB 27 AT 7PM 

OKEE DOKEE BROTHERS
SAT MAR 5 AT 10:30AM & 1PM 

AN EVENING WITH  
MICHAEL FEINSTEIN  

& SANDI PATTY
SAT MAY 7 AT 8PM 

FAREWELL ANGELINA
FRI MAR 4 AT 8PM 

SOCKS IN THE FRYING PAN
SUN MAR 20 AT 7PM 

DIANA KRALL 
TUE JAN 25 AT 7:30PM 

1964 THE TRIBUTE
FRI MAR 11 AT 8PM 

THE LIFE AND 
MUSIC  

OF GEORGE 
MICHAEL

SAT MAR 5 AT 8PM 

SPHINX VIRTUOSI
SAT MAR 19 AT 8PM 

RAY ON MY MIND:  
THE RAY CHARLES STORY

SAT MAR 25 AT 8PM 
PEKING ACROBATS

SAT MAR 26 AT 8PM 
LAS CAFFETERAS

FRI APR 8 AT 8PM 
VANESSA WILLIAMS

FRI APR 1 AT 8PM

CROCE PLAYS CROCE
SAT MAR 19 AT 8PM 

Give the gift of entertainment!
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MAKING CHRISTMAS MAGICAL
By Peg McRoy Glover

One of the best places in Hendricks County to 
get into the holiday spirit during December is 
Brownsburg’s Yuletide Festival. 

Ice skating, pictures with 
Santa, Christmas movies, 
breakfasts with holiday 
characters and a petting zoo 
are just some of the activities 
planned for the first three 
weekends in December.  

It all kicks off with the return 
of the town’s annual Christmas 
Under the Stars Parade at 6 
p.m. Dec. 4. The parade steps 
off from Brown Elementary School and ends at 
Arbuckle Acres Park, followed by Santa leading 
the way to Connection Pointe Christian Church 
for lighting the town, pictures with Santa and an 
outdoor holiday movie. 

This year’s holiday extravaganza is a first-time 
collaboration between the church, Town of 
Brownsburg and Brownsburg Parks Department. 
It promises to be the town’s biggest and best 
Christmas festival yet. 

“We are excited about this partnership and 
how collaborations such as this one allows 
us to maximize what we can provide to the 
community,” said Debbie Cook, Brownsburg’s co-
interim town manager. “The parks department 
does a great job. This isn’t just for Brownsburg 
residents. We invite everyone in the county 
and surrounding areas to come and enjoy this 
fantastic festival.” 

Last year the church reached out to the town 
because they knew that together they could offer 
a festival much greater than what they could do 
independently, said Denise McCleese, Connection 
Pointe director of strategy and engagement.  

“We want this to be a bright spot for the 
community by connecting families together 
having meaningful and fun experiences during 

this Christmas season,” said McCleese. “We hope 
this will be a space for the community to engage 

as one.”
After the parade ends at 

Arbuckle Acres Park, everyone 
is invited to the church’s 
campus for the official lighting 
of the town. Then the festival 
will begin with an opportunity 
for pictures with Santa at 7 p.m. 
and a feature showing of “Polar 
Express’’ at 8 p.m.

The first weekend of 
festivities continues on Sunday, 

Dec. 5 from 2-8 p.m. with a petting zoo, ice 
skating, and an indoor showing of the movie 
“White Christmas.” 

“Ice skating is very popular,” said McCleese. “So, 
we are offering as many ice skating opportunities 
as possible during the run of the festival.” 

Families can also attend two different character 
breakfasts, one with the Grinch Dec. 11 or a 
“Frozen”-themed breakfast Dec. 18.

The first three weekends of December families 
can come to the church campus and enjoy some 
of the free activities such as watching a movie, 
decorating cookies, drinking hot chocolate and 
taking advantage of the photo stations. 

The movies will be shown on an outside screen 
in the parking lot with the exception of “White 
Christmas,” which will be shown inside the 
worship center that seats 1,200 people. 

General admission is free, but the purchase of 
a $5 wristband gives unlimited access to such 
activities as train rides, carriage rides and curling. 
Ice skating admission will be on reserved times 
with a cost of $5 to skate and $3 to rent skates.

The Christmas extravaganza continues the 
second and third weekends in December from 
Thursday through Sunday on the campus of 
Connection Pointe Christian Church.

Community partnership brings countywide celebration to Brownsburg 

Yuletide Festival
• Kick-off: Christmas Under the 

Stars parade at 6 p.m. through 

Brownsburg, tree lighting at 7 p.m. 
at Connection Pointe Christian 
Church

• Parade route: Begins at Brown 

Elementary School, goes north 

on Eastern Avenue to Main Street, 
west on Main Street to South Green 
Street, north on South Green Street 
to Enderly Avenue

• When: First three weekends in 

December beginning Saturday, 

Dec. 4. 5-9 p.m. Thursdays, 6-10 
p.m. Fridays, 2-10 p.m. Saturdays 

and 2-8 p.m. Sundays. 

• Where: Connection Pointe 

Christian Church, 1800 N. Green St.

• Cost: General admission is free; 

$5 wristband gives access to train 

rides, carriage rides and curling. Ice 
skating is $5 to skate and $3 to rent 
skates with times reserved.

• Character breakfasts: 10 a.m. 

Grinch Dec. 11 or “Frozen”-themed 

Dec. 18. Cost: $20 per person.

• Complete schedule of events 
and to register for ice skating and 

breakfasts: connectionpointe.org/
yuletide 

Moulder Jewelers
Design Studio

7230 Arbuckle Commons, Suite 205
Brownsburg, IN  46112

(317) 514-7071
moulderjewelers.com

CUSTOM DESIGNS AND JEWELRY REPAIR

Photo stations like this one from 2020 are one of several stops at the Yuletide Festival at Connection Pointe 
Christian Church. The church is partnering with the Town of Brownsburg and Brownsburg Parks to enhance the 
event they started last year. (Photo by Gretchen Becker)
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Lights AtLights At
The ParkThe Park

Value Days $5
Monday-Thursday 

Weekend Admission $10

www.DanvilleChamber.org

(Closed Thanksgiving & Christmas Day)
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

AMO

Douglas W. Kaufman
Douglas W. Kaufman, 53, passed away Nov. 2, 
2021. He was born April 24, 1968. Services were 
held Nov. 10. Contributions may be made to 
Brain Aneurysm Foundation or help with funeral 
expenses. Hall- Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield 
was entrusted with arrangements.

AVON

Jean Louise Eden
Jean Louise Eden, 94, passed away Nov. 2, 2021. 
She was born Oct. 14, 1927. Services were held 
Nov. 5 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 

Janie Sue Flynn
Janie Sue Flynn, 67, passed away Nov. 6, 2021. 
She was born Sept. 19, 1954. Services were held 
Nov. 11 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Donations may be made to the St. Vincent 
Foundation.

Robert “Bob” Hughes 
Robert “Bob” Hughes, passed away Oct. 16, 2021. 
He was born Dec. 30, 1940. Services were held 
Nov. 21 at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds.

Dawn M. Lowery
Dawn M. Lowery, 52, passed away Nov. 3, 
2021. She was born Oct. 24, 1969. Services 
were held Nov. 6 at Conkle Funeral Home, 
Avon. Contributions may be made to Kingsway 
Christian Church, Avon. 

Marcus Garnett Phillippe 
Marcus Garnett Phillippe, 89, passed away Nov. 
4, 2021. He was born Jan. 17, 1932. Services were 
held Nov. 9 at Westside Church of the Nazarene. 
Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted with 
arrangements. 

Donna Gail Simmons
Donna Gail Simmons, 71, passed away Nov. 
14, 2021. She was born Sept. 27, 1950. Services 
were held Nov. 19 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield. Contributions may be made to 
Westview Baptist Church, Indanapolis.

BROWNSBURG

Judith R. Beliles
Judith R. Beliles, 81, passed away Nov. 14, 2021. 
She was born March 14, 1940. Services were held 
Nov. 22 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 

Bert Thomas Carson III
Bert Thomas Carson III, 72, passed away Nov. 11, 
2021. He was born Jan. 29, 1949. Private services 
will be held. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Donald Wayne Gregory
Donald Wayne Gregory, 66, passed away Nov. 5, 
2021. He was born April 30, 1955. Services were 
held Nov. 11 at Conkle Funeral Home, Speedway. 
Contributions may be made to the American 
Cancer Society. 

Frederick Mercer Hopkins IV
Frederick Mercer Hopkins IV, 68, passed away 
Nov. 13, 2021. He was born June 30, 1953. 
Services were held Nov. 16 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Sherlie Richardson
Sherlie Richardson, 73, passed away Nov. 13, 
2021. She was born Oct. 31, 1948. Services were 
held Nov. 20 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 

Donnie A. Rideout
Donnie A. Rideout, 41, passed away Nov. 8, 
2021. He was born July 9, 1980. Services were 
held Nov. 22 at Connection Pointe Christian 
Church, Brownsburg, followed by military honors. 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

CLAYTON

Scott Lawrence Allen
Scott Lawrence Allen, 53, passed away Nov. 5, 
2021. He was born Aug. 30, 1968. Services were 
held Nov. 14 at Avon United Methodist Church, 
Avon. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Donald H. Lillard
Donald H. Lillard, 79, passed away Nov. 04, 2021. 
He was born Aug. 18, 1942. Services were held 
Nov. 8 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield.

C.A. William Swope, Sr.
C.A. William Swope, Sr., 80, passed away Nov. 3, 
2021. He was born Jan. 27, 1941. Services were 
held Nov. 9 at Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Clayton. Donations may be made to the family.

DANVILLE

Martha M. Elliott
Martha M. Elliott, 81, passed away Nov. 3, 2021. 
She was born Nov. 11, 1939. Services were 
held Nov. 8 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

Randall Gowan
Randall Gowan, 56, passed away Nov. 12, 
2021. He was born July 1, 1965. Services were 
held Nov. 19 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, 
Brownsburg. Eric M. D. Bell Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, Pittsboro, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Bruce A. Maxwell
Bruce A. Maxwell, 69, passed away Nov. 15, 2021. 
He was born July 25, 1952. Services were held 
Nov. 20 at Danville Friends Church, Danville. 

Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, Danville, was 
entrusted with arrangements. Contributions may 
be made to Life’s Journey Hospice, Avon. 

PLAINFIELD

Dennis Hank Felix
Dennis Hank Felix, 66, passed away Oct. 31, 2021. 
He was born Jan. 11, 1955. Services were held 
Nov. 8 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Contributions may be made to the family at 
gofund.me/8c7a611a.

Mary Elizabeth Fleenor
Mary Elizabeth Fleenor, 88, passed away Nov. 2, 
2021. She was born July 17, 1933. Arrangements 
were pending at press time with Eric MD Bell 
Funeral Home and Cremation Services, Pittsboro.

Linda Kay Harbison
Linda Kay Harbison, 74, passed away Nov. 14, 
2021.  She was born Nov. 13, 1947. Services will 
be held at a later date. Contributions may be 
made to Plainfield United Methodist Church 
Endowment funds. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.  

Richard L. LaFuria
Richard L. LaFuria, 75, passed away Oct. 27, 2021.  
He was born Sept. 25, 1946. Services will be 
held at a later date in Mount Olive, Ill. Hall-Baker 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with local 
arrangements. 

Hendricks County obituaries are printed free 
of charge up to 50 words. Funeral directors are 
encouraged to send obituaries and photos to 

lyla@icontimes.com.

Brenda Kay Wilkins 
Brenda Kay Wilkins, 66, passed away Nov. 5 
2021. She was born Jan. 19, 1955. Services were 
held Nov. 8 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

PITTSBORO

Laura Jane (Hanson) Martin
Laura Jane (Hanson) Martin, 77, passed away 
Nov. 14, 2021. She was born Nov. 21, 1943. 
Private services will be held. Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg, was entrusted with arrangements.

“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean  
and staff go above and beyond to make sure the customer  

is always happy. If you are looking for a honest and 
dependable place for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiffany P.

AC/EVAC &  
RECHARGE 

SPECIAL

$$898999 99 
(Normally $129.99)

With coupons only. Most cars.  
Not valid with any other offers. Exp 12/31/21

CODE:  ICON 

FALL OIL CHANGE 
SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change 
Synthetic Blind Motor Oil Only

$$20202020
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax.  Most cars and light trucks  

up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off filters. With coupon. Not valid with any 
other offers. Canister filters extra if required. Exp 12/31/21

CODE: ICON  *offer not good for synthetic oil change

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com  
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon

The meeting of the Hendricks County Recycling 
District previously scheduled for Tuesday, 
November 23rd, 2021, at 7:00 am at the Hendricks 
County Government Center has been postponed. 
The meeting will now be held at 7:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday, December 14, 2021, at the Hendricks 
County Government Center located at 355 S. 
Washington Street, Danville, Indiana. Questions 
regarding the meeting should be directed to (317) 
858-6070. 

NOW HIRING  
SECURITY OFFICERS

FT/PT & Seasonal hours available
Hiring for all shifts

Apply online at www.jobs.aus.com 
Call 317-920-0402 to 

schedule your interview today! 
Open Interviews every Wednesday 10-3.

8777 Purdue, Suite 300 
Indianapolis IN 46268
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12 PUZZLES

6 1 7
8 4 2 9 6

6 8
3 2 9

5 1
1 3 5

6 8
7 5 1 4 9
9 1 5

3 Purdue Engineering 
Majors

____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Types of Sweaters
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Indy Candy Stores
____________________
____________________

1 IUPUI Mascot
______________________

5 Famous Astronauts
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Cities in Canada
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

Across
1. Plainfield street sign 
word, briefly
5. High points
10. www letters
14. Danville HS physics class 
particle
15. Inexperienced
16. “Hi, sailor!”
17. Crash investigative org.
18. Sleep disorder
19. Ex-Pacers coach 
Bjorkgren
20. / at Brownsburg Bowl
22. Rapturous delights
24. Not dead
26. ___-cone
27. Lennon classic
30. Pol’s concern
34. Hoosier Heritage Por-
trait Collection honoree 
Stratton-Porter
35. Axilla, commonly
39. Morse E
40. Kind
41. State surrounded by the 
sts. in the puzzle’s circles
42. ___ and aah
43. Remote control abbr.
44. Lin’s Alterations tool
45. Church area
46. Show-biz gossip show
48. Epson product
50. James Whitcomb Riley’s 

“dusk”
52. Mountain 
climber’s 
spike
53. How flirts 
may play
57. Zapped 
in the 
microwave
61. Online 
publication
62. Travel 
permits
64. “___ Thin 
Air”
65. Mortgage 
adjustment, 
for short
66. Invite
67. Blue hue
68. Opening 
stake
69. Eye sores
70. Whoop 
it up for the 
Colts

Down
1. Sunbathes
2. URL starter
3. Santa ___, 
Calif.
4. Resentment
5. Santa ___, Calif.
6. Africa’s westernmost 

point
7. Chop to bits
8. 12/24 and 12/31
9. Clowes Hall ticket 

assignments
10. Horse-drawn cab
11. Bangkok Kitchen cuisine
12. Speck of dust
13. Caustic cleaners
21. Peyton’s bro
23. Local trailblazer with the 
International Olympic Com-
mittee: ___ DeFranz
25. Foolish
27. “Uncle!”
28. Avon Farmers Market 
fruit
29. Leg part
31. Take home from the 
Hendricks County Humane 
Society
32. Gander’s mate
33. Old anesthetic
36. Prefix with day or night
37. Throb
38. Like some gases
41. Map in a map
45. Investment choice
47. Schoolyard prank
49. WIPX network
51. Exploding stars
52. Annoying
53. Wife of Zeus
54. Prayer conclusion
55. White River floater
56. Essence
58. Leg part
59. List ending abbr.
60. Raggedy Ann, e.g.
63. “Help!”

Answers on 
Page 18

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 12/31/2021

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!



November 23, 2021
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
13

When nap time comes to an end

EDITORIAL

Let the 
celebrations begin

With a nod of respect to the novel 
coronavirus and all its brethren, the 
scourge of COVID-19 is waning. Put away 
those horns and confetti. It’s still a threat 
but perhaps a manageable one. At least 
manageable enough to enjoy some tra-
ditional celebrations which dot our won-
derful county.

Get out and enjoy the fun and festivi-
ties!

Kick off festivities at the ICON Holiday 
Craft Show Nov. 27 at the fairgrounds.

Danville’s Christmas on the Square 
event is 4-8 p.m. Nov. 26, and you don’t 
even need to ask where.

Plainfield’s Tri Kappa is hosting its 50th 
annual Gingerbread Christmas fine art 
and craft show from 9 a.m-3 p.m. Dec. 4 
at Plainfield High School.

Brownsburg’s Christmas Under the 
Stars returns at 6 p.m. Dec. 4 through 
downtown Brownsburg. After the floats 
and Santa, follow the Jolly Old Elf to 
Connection Pointe Christian Church to 
kick off the season with the lighting of 
the town as the church and town enter a 
new partnership.

Or, if it’s closer for your family, Avon 
will celebrate its tree lighting event at 
town hall at 6 p.m. Dec. 4. 

On another note, buy local. If you are 
buying gifts anyway, help the Hen-
dricks County economy and buy some-
thing from a nearby shop or at a craft 
fair. You’ll save on shipping costs, and 
besides there is a cardboard shortage 
anyway.

P.S. There are plenty of ideas in your 
hand right now!

Part of living in a pandemic is respect 
for everyone’s space and masking pref-
erences. The vaccine has afforded us 
this opportunity to gather and return to 
our loved ones for the holidays. Yet, we 
should note that not everyone has cho-
sen to be innoculated, and that there is 
still a threat to our vulnerable popula-
tion.

Be smart and enjoy.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

  Every Halloween instead of 
candy, the Plainfield High School 

baseball team collects food for the St 
Mark’s Food Pantry.

 The Danville eighth grade 
football team finished an 

undefeated season.

 Brownsburg Fire Territory 
purchased  ballistic vests and 

helmets for use on specific run codes in 
the area. This will help protect fire and 
EMS personnel from gun violence. 

 Danville Community High School 
cheerleaders placed fifth at state 

competition. This is the first time 
Danville Cheer has broken the top five 
and brought home a trophy.

  Grant, an Eagle Scout candidate 
from Troop 397, planted trees 

and installed a bell post at the Browns-
burg Education Foundation’s Log Cabin 
Homestead.

 Hendricks County Park Board 
member Paul Miner donated 15 

one-gallon Shumard oak trees to be 
planted at W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park. 
Shumard oaks are named for Benjamin 
Franklin Shumard, a physician and 
geologist, and are native to Indiana.

By Dick Wolfsie

Something curious is happening to me. I 
hope it’s not anything to be too concerned 
about. I’m not napping as much as I used 
to. For most of my life, if I was on the couch 
watching a TV show, I’d nod off within five 
minutes. But a couple of weeks back, I was 
awake through an entire Colts game. That par-
ticular game, even the Colts couldn’t say that.

When I was a high school teacher, I actu-
ally fell asleep in class while proctoring a 
statewide exam. The kids were very polite. 
“I hope we didn’t disturb you yesterday, Mr. 
Wolfsie,” said one of my students. “We tried 
to cheat as quietly as we could.”

Napping has never been a problem 
for me. Until recently, I could take a quick 
snooze while having dinner with friends, at 
red lights, while waiting for my wife to put 
on makeup, as the dog was relieving him-
self, at fast food drive-up windows, in check-
out lines. Pretty much anywhere.

As a result of grabbing the occasional 40 
winks, I missed a few events that in retro-
spect I probably should have stayed awake 
for. Here are the top three:

1. My 70th birthday party (I wish they had 
screamed “Surprise!” louder)

2. Paris
3. The end of my 2005 interview with 

Mitch Daniels
Mary Ellen has never quite understood 

the value of a nap. I think women are afraid 
they’re going to miss something. Like a sale 
or a beautiful sunset or the plot of a movie. 
Men don’t care about stuff like this. On the 
rare occasion that Mary Ellen has fallen 
asleep during the day, she would awaken 
with an apology and an explanation of her 
behavior. “I don’t know what happened. I 
must be coming down with something!” I 

always had a different attitude when awak-
ening from a short slumber: “Man, that was 
a great nap. I’m getting better and better at 
this all the time.”

My recent inability to nap came up dur-
ing my last annual physical, but there was 
some confusion in the conversation. “How 
are you sleeping?” asked Dr. Coss. It was a 
pretty standard inquiry by a primary care 
provider.

“It’s been rough,” I told him. “Sometimes 
I’m awake for 8-10 hours in a row.”

“TEN HOURS?” he gasped. “We need to do 
some testing. How long has this been go-
ing on?”

“Several months.”
“Do you just toss and turn in bed?
“Well, I’m not in bed. That’s the problem. 

I’m out driving the car, watching the news, 
cooking. Sometimes I’m in the garage oper-
ating heavy machinery.”

“This is troubling, Dick. So you don’t sleep 
all night?”

“No, I sleep great at night. It’s all day I 
can’t sleep.”

Dr. Coss was very helpful once I straight-
ened out the misunderstanding. He said I 
had to accept that men experience changes 
in their bodily rhythms as they mature. “I 
want you to go home this afternoon and re-
ally think about that,” he said. I told him I’d 
have to sleep on it. Which meant, of course, 
it would have to wait until that night.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“Don’t wait until the fourth Thursday in November, to sit with family 

and friends to give thanks. Make every day a day of Thanksgiving!” 

– Charmaine J. Forde

QUOTE

VIEWS

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you …

Not quite half of Arkansas’ 75 counties are dry, 
but Santa needs to plan ahead before spiking 
his eggnog because all liquor sales are banned 
on Christmas. Indiana repealed a similar law 
in 2015. 

STRANGE LAW

Letters to the editor policy: The 
ICON will consider verifiable letters 
of up to 150 words. Letters must 
be thoroughly vetted prior to 
submission. The ICON retains the 
right to reject and return any letter 
it deems to carry unsubstantiated 
content. The ICON also retains 
the right to edit letters but not 
their intent. Send letters to 
gretchen@icontimes.com. Writers 
must include a hometown and 
a daytime phone number for 
verification. Guest columns: policy 
for guest columns is the same 
as the aforementioned, but the 
allowable length is 240 words. 
Guest columns should address 
the whole of ICON’s readership, 
not simply special interest groups, 
and may not in any way contain a 
commercial message. 
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EVENTScalendar

NOVEMBER
Through Dec. 30 
Seventh Annual Make an Impression Art 
Exhibit
Plainfield Guilford-Township Library gallery, 
1120 Stafford Road, Plainfield. Paintings, 
drawings, photos, digital prints, digital 
drawings, sculpture, ceramics, installation 
and videos will be presented from students 
from Hendricks County high schools 
facebook.com/makeanimpressionartshow

23 Tuesday
Community Forum Night
6:30 p.m., Plainfield Friends Church, 105 
S. East St., Plainfield. Topic: What are the 
unseen needs of Hendricks County’s 
most vulnerable? Features speakers from 
Hendricks County Community Foundation, 
Family Promise and Hendricks County 
Health Department. (317) 839-6490

Center 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. Lunch served 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Event 
includes craft booths, entertainment and 
a cookie walk with homemade cookies for 
sale. Free admission. (317) 745-9260

3 Friday
Holiday Fest and Cookie Walk
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St.  Hendricks 
County Extension Homemakers fundraiser 
will  sell prepackaged homemade cookies, 
plus entertainment and chicken and 
noodles for sale for lunch.

3, 4, 5, 10 and 12
Elf The Musical
7 p.m. Dec. 3, 4 and 10 and 3 p.m. Dec. 5 
and 12, The Biz Academy of Musical Theatre, 
5201 U.S. 36, Unit 207, Avon. “Elf The 
Musical” is based on the 2003 movie “Elf.” 
thebiz-academy.com/elf-the-musical-show

4 Saturday
Plainfield Tri Kappa Gingerbread Christmas
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Plainfield High School 
Fieldhouse, 1 Red Pride Drive. $5 admission, 
which supports families, organizations and 
scholarships for the Plainfield community. 
Enter doors 1, 7 or 21. plainfieldtrikappa.org

4 Saturday
Winter Wreath Workshop
11:30 a.m., 1 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. McCloud 
Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Road, North 
Salem. Cost: $15 per wreath, up to 
two people per wreath. Start with wild 
grapevine and fresh evergreens to assemble 
the wreath, and then decorate with the 
ribbon and ornaments. Ages 6 through 
adults. Registration required by Nov. 30. 
hendrickscountyparks.org/event/winter-
wreath-workshops

4 Saturday
Pittsboro Parks Department Holiday Craft 
Fair
9 a.m.-noon, Scamahorn Park, 130 E. 
Main St., Pittsboro. Area vendors sell their 
finest holiday items. Kids make-and-
take area with free crafts. facebook.com/
pittsboroindianaparksandrecreation

4 Saturday
Avon Tree Lighting
6-7 p.m., Avon Town Hall, 6570 E. U.S. 36, 
Avon. Live entertainment and music on the 
front steps of Avon Town Hall, visit from 
Santa, crafts, train rides, hot chocolate and 
cookies and fireworks. 

25 Thursday
Gobble Gallop 5K
8 a.m., Hendricks Regional Health YMCA, 
301 Satori Parkway., Avon. Supports the 
annual campaign to provide memberships 
for all. Cost: $33 per person, $120 for a four 
pack. indymca.org/events/gobble-gallop

26 Friday
Christmas on the Square
5 p.m., Danville Town Square. Join Santa for 
a winter wonderland with all the trimmings, 
including decorated shop windows, a 
trackless train and kids activities. Dedication 
of the new Christmas tree on the southeast 
corner of the Courthouse Square at 5 p.m. 
downtowndanvillepartnership.com

27 Saturday
ICON Holiday Craft Show
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. Santa 
photos from 12-2 p.m. $3 admission.

27 Saturday
Beasley’s Christmas at the Orchard

10 a.m.-2 p.m., Beasley’s Orchard, 2304 E. 
Main St., Danville. Come get a picture taken 
with Santa sitting in his antique one-horse 
sleigh and enjoy the festive décor, smells 
and sounds inside the barn. beasleys-
orchard.com/activities

27 Saturday
Shop with the Alpacas
11 a.m.-2 p.m., Montrose Farms Alpaca 
Ranch, 3750 N. CR 950 E., Brownsburg. 
Come shop in the barn for alpaca-made 
items such as scarves, socks, blankets, hats, 
yarn, dryer balls and novelty items. Visit the 
alpacas while you shop. montrosefarms.
com/events

30 Tuesday
My College Planning Series
6:30-7:30 p.m., Brownsburg Public Library, 
450 S. Jefferson St., Brownsburg. This live 
webinar will introduce little known financial 
strategies parents can use to reduce college 
costs, improve admission chances and 
increase scholarships opportunities. Learn 
income, asset and borrowing tools as well 
as the new FAFSA rules and how they will 
impact the cost of college. bburglibrary.net

30 Tuesday
Community Vaccine Clinic
5-7:30 p.m., Brownsburg Public Library, 450 
S. Jefferson St., Brownsburg. In partnership 
with Brownsburg Walmart, the library is 
hosting a flu shot and COVID-19 vaccine 
clinic. The clinic is free and open to all (6 
months and older for the flu vaccine and 5 
years and older for COVID-19). Bring ID and 
insurance cards. bburglibrary.net

30-Dec. 4 Tuesday-Saturday
Festival of Trees
Reserved times vary. See trees decorated by 
Hendricks County nonprofits. Vote or bid on 
your favorite tree, photos with Santa, paint 
an ornament and enjoy s’mores around the 
fire pits. Reserve time: awb.thundertix.com. 

DECEMBER
1 Wednesday
Guilford Township Board Meeting
7 p.m., Guilford Township Community 
Center, 1500 S. Center St., Plainfield. Enter 
through east doors. Agendas posted two 
days before the meeting, guilfordtownship.
com. Contact (317) 838-0564.

3 Friday
Holiday Fest
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Hendricks County Conference 

• Crushed Concrete Available
•  Large Roll-Off Containers Available
• Landclearing
• Scrap Metal Recycling
•  Secure Documentation Destruction

FallFall
CleanupCleanup

CALL A RAY’S WASTE REMOVAL EXPERT TO LEARN MORE

WWW.RAYSTRASH.COM

317-539-2024
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4 Saturday
Christmas Under the Stars
6-9 p.m., 61 N. Green St., Brownsburg. Line 
the streets of Brownsburg for the annual 
nighttime Christmas Under the Stars Parade 
and Light show. Parade route begins at 
Brown Elementary School, goes north on 
Eastern Avenue to Main Street, west on 
Main Street to South Green Street, north 
on South Green Street to Enderly Avenue. 
Tree lighting, music and Santa Claus at 
Connection Pointe Christian Church 30 
minutes after the parade. brownsburgparks.
com/christmas-under-the-stars

4-18
Brownsburg Yuletide Festival
5-9 p.m. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. Fridays, 2-10 
p.m. Saturdays and 2-8 p.m. Sundays, 1800 
N. Green St., Brownsburg. Festive activities, 
twinkling lights, ice skating, classic holiday 
drive-in movies and a magical parade. The 
first three weekends in December leading 
up to Christmas. connectionpointe.org/
yuletide

4 Saturday
Cookies and Cocoa
9:30-11 a.m., 12-1:30 p.m. or  2:30-4 p.m., 
Natural Valley Ranch, 6310 E. 350 N, 
Brownsburg. Cost: $12 children, $17 adults. 
Photos with Santa by the fire, holiday 
snacks, storytime with Santa, Mrs. Claus 

NIGHT & DAY
or an elf, and a craft and petting zoo visit. 
Registration required. facebook.com/
NaturalValleyRanch

10-11 Friday-Saturday
Christmas with the Ponies
4:30-8 p.m., Strides to Success, 1350 Terry 
Drive, Plainfield. $25 donation per family. 
Visit with Santa and his magical herd of 
horses and ponies The equestrian center 
supports veterans, those who experienced 
trauma or children and adults dealing with 
major changes in their life. stridestosuccess.
org/christmas-with-the-ponies

11 Saturday
Candy Cane Hunt
11 a.m.-12 p.m., 1-2 p.m. or 3-4 p.m.,  
Natural Valley Ranch, 6310 E. County Road 
350 N, Brownsburg. Price: $12 children, 
$5 adults. Under 2 allowed 3-4 p.m. only. 
Come out for the great Candy Cane Hunt. 
Visit with Santa Claus and the animals, 
make a craft and enjoy a snack from the 
popcorn bar. Preregistration required. 
hendrickscountytrailrides.com/family-
events

14 Tuesday
Adult Pottery Class
6-8 p.m., Washington Township Park, 5203 
E. CR 150 N., Avon. No experience needed. 
Price: $27 per adult. washingtontwpparks.
org/adult-pottery-classes.html

MONDAY - NOVEMBER 29TH - 10:00 A.M.
OVER 20 VINTAGE SEWING MACHINES
ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE

GLASSWARE - COLLECTIBLES - PRIMITIVES
UTILITY TRAILER

TOOLS - LAWN & GARDEN

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!! 
OWNER:  Several Consignors 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  10% Buyer’s Premium.
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122
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Thanksgiving advice: Turn to 
a God who gives generously 

DEVOTIONAL
By Jon McDugle 

I wish we had asked 
for advice! Tam’s grandma was joining us for 
Thanksgiving. It was time to cook our first 
turkey.

We cooked it and cooked it and cooked 
it and cooked it. Until grandma asked, “Did 
you thaw it out.?”

Uh, no, doesn’t the oven do that? Well, as 
you can imagine our turkey was like chew-
ing a football.

We chalked it up to a live and learn mo-
ment and had another helping of mashed 
potatoes.

A messed-up turkey is one thing; a 
messed-up life is another.

Which brings us to the point of this devo-
tion, God invites us to ask for advice.

And with his invitation he attaches a 
promise found in James 1.5, “If any of you 
lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who 
gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you.”

I love the word generous. When we ask 
for his advice, his wisdom, what would be 
best considering our hopes and dreams, he 
promises to provide.

And he provides generously. I’m seeing 

the bowl full of mashed potatoes with but-
ter cascading down the white mountain 
peaks.

Then a scoop lands on your plate, then 
another, followed by more than enough 
gravy. He gives GENEROUSLY.

In fact, he’s given us an entire collection 
of wisdom principles found in the book of 
Proverbs. 

His advice on matters of friendship, fi-
nances, leadership, soul care, family and 
much more.

God intends for our lives to be deeply sat-
isfying as we rely on him. So, if your life feels 
a bit like chewing a football, know there’s 
hope.

Ask our Lord for wisdom, and he will give 
it to you generously.

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!

Jon McDugle is the lead pastor at West 
Bridge Church in Danville. Contact him 
at info@westbridgedanville.com and 
learn more at westbridgedanville.com. 

SACRED SPACE

TsT Construction, LLC
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
Brownsburg, IN   •   thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com

Residential Renovations  •  Home Additions   
Garages and Detached Buildings  •  Roofing   

Interior and Exterior Contracting  •  Build to Suit

TsT Construction, LLC
Tip of the Month
By Tom S. Truesdale

Bath Renovations 
PART 2

Last month I described a wide range of ideas 
regarding renovations and updates to the 
Bathroom and how investment in these 
projects will pay back immediately with the 
value and resale appeal of your home.

This month I would like to discuss some of 
the planning strategies and logistics involved 
with completing Bathroom update and 
renovation projects.

Below I have listed some details that if 
addressed prior to start of construction will 
help your project be a success.

Planning/Design
•  Invest time and thought into both layout 

and scope development prior to beginning 
your project.

•  Think about layout refinements, accessibility 
and carefully review the overall scope of the 
project, look at options that will add long-
term value to your home.

•  In many cases piping updates are 
necessary depending on the age of the 
home. Consider this during the scope 
development phase and if needed include 
this update in your project.

•  Consult with an experienced Planning 
and Construction Professional to provide 
guidance and advise.

Think about logistics  
and interruption
•  The Bathroom is obviously one of the most 

used rooms in the home, even a small 
update or renovation will cause interruption 
that needs to be understood prior to the 
start of the project. Even the simplest 
renovation usually takes a minimum of 5 to 
7 days to complete.

•  If your home has multiple Bathrooms, 
make plans to use others rooms during  
the renovation.

Define and detail your budget hand 
in hand with scope development.
•  Consult with an experienced Planning 

and Construction Professional to provide 
guidance and advise.

•  Products and materials can greatly impact 
cost, once your scope/budget is developed 
cost savings can be explored simply by 
choosing alternate products and materials.

SAMPLES, SAMPLES, 
SAMPLES
There is a very wide variety of products, 
materials colors and levels of quality to 
review before purchase of materials.

For example:

• Type of vanity tops

• Lighting fixtures

• Sinks/Tubs/Shower units

- custom or factory

• Flooring products

• Plumbing fixtures

• Wall coverings and protection

• Accessibility, location type and function

The Bathroom can potentially be an 
extremely complicated room to renovate, a 
good deal of thought and planning needs 
to take place before beginning your project, 
hopefully the points I have provided give 
you a good foundation of where to start. 
Of course never hesitate to contact TsT 
Construction to provide development 
and delivery services for your Bathroom 
Renovation project.
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By Dr. Katsiaryna Tsarova

When the tempera-
ture drops, it’s common to let our efforts 
to maintain good health drop a bit, too. 
Afterall, a cozy night in sounds much more 
appealing than taking on the chilly weather 
for a workout or grocery shopping. With all 
the delicious meals around the holiday sea-
son, it’s no surprise that this generally isn’t 
the time to set health 
goals. 

But even through 
the hustle and bustle 
of the holiday season, 
it’s important not to 
let your heart health 
take a back seat. A 
2015 research study 
actually found up to a 
31% increase in heart 
attacks during the cold-
est weather months 
of the year compared 
with the warmest. There are many different 
reasons that may cause this increase, but it’s 
important to remember most heart attacks 
can be prevented.

Nutrition is key.
Eating well is one of the best things you 

can do for your heart health. With the holi-
days come many delicious treats and an 
abundance of comfort foods. Enjoy these 
foods in moderation, and remember to 
include plenty of green leafy vegetables 
in your holiday meals. Avoid large, heavy 
meals. Keep an eye on your salt and sugar 
intake as well as the amount of alcohol you 
are consuming. For folks with known heart 
disease, avoiding salt is key to maintain-
ing heart health: salty foods increase blood 
pressure and lead to fluid retention.

Start an exercise routine.
Getting proper exercise is valuable all 

year long. Exercise improves your circula-
tion, strengthens your heart and lowers 

your blood pressure. Holiday season is the 
perfect time to start building healthy habits 
as a family, such as taking a walk for 30 min-
utes every day. 

You are more likely to maintain the rou-
tines you start together with your loved 
ones, and prevention of heart disease works 
best over months and years of healthy 

choices. Build your ex-
ercise routine gradu-
ally and be careful not 
to overexert yourself 
doing things such as 
hanging lights, shovel-
ing snow or moving 
boxes.

Cold weather may 
increase  your risk  
of a heart attack.
A lesser-known fact 

is that cold weather 
causes your blood ves-

sels to constrict, causing your blood pres-
sure to increase. This puts more strain on 
your heart because the muscle has to pump 
harder in order to move blood through your 
body. Make sure to dress in layers when go-
ing outside and avoid extremely cold tem-
peratures.

Keep your stress levels low.
There is so much to do during the holiday 

season, and it’s a natural time to be stressed 
and anxious. Stress has an impact on heart 
health by causing blood pressure to spike. 
Be intentional about taking time for yourself 
and relaxing during the chaos of the holiday 
season.

Prioritize your heart 
health this winter

NUTRITION

Dr. Katsiaryna Tsarova is a cardiologist at IU 
Health West Hospital in Avon. Visit iuhealth.
org or call (317) 217-3000.

You are more likely to 
maintain the routines you 

start together with your 
loved ones, and prevention 
of heart disease works best 
over months and years of 

healthy choices. 

LEARN MORE

My thermostat 
automatically 

saves me money.

That depends on  
how it’s programmed and 
your preferences. It still 
uses the same amount 
of energy to reach and 

maintain temps. 

HOW SMART IS A  
Smart Thermostat?

MYTH  VS  FACT

$

A smart 
thermostat is 
smart straight  
out of the box.

The thermostat needs a 
little time to learn your 

heating and cooling 
preferences.

My thermostat  
is only as smart 

as I am.

Sort of. Most models are 
independent thinkers and 
adjust the temperature if 

no one’s home.

It’s creepy, 
my smart 

thermostat 
seems to know 
when I’m home. 

It’s smart for a reason! 
Geotechnology syncs your 

thermostat with your 
arrival. Some models use 

geofencing technology 
that tracks your smart 

phone location and kicks 
on when you’re nearby.   

My smart 
thermostat 
makes me 
smarter.

We’ll give you this one! 
It can help you save 

money and make your 
home more efficient.

l

Find Rebates at: 
www.hendrickspower.com
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Make a visit to Newfields 
to tour the Oldfields

LIFESTYLE

Don Knebel is a local resident who works for 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP. For the full column 
visit donknebel.com. You may contact him at 
editorial@youarecurrent.com.

By Don Knebel

Shortly before 1909, In-
dianapolis Water Company executives Hugh 
Landon and Linnaes Boyd acquired 52 acres 
of rolling farmland just west of Michigan 
Road and north of Maple (now 38th) Street 
to develop an exclusive neighborhood they 
named “Woodstock.” 

Boyd divided his half into residential lots. 
On his 26 acres, which he called “Oldfields,” 
Landon built a 22-room concrete and stucco 
châteauesque house designed by his archi-
tect brother-in-law. When completed in 1913, 
Landon’s house, overlooking the White River, 
featured a music room, library, living room 
and dining room on the first floor, sleeping 
rooms and servant quarters on the second 
floor and an elegant ballroom on the third 
floor. 

In 1920, Jessie Spaulding, Landon’s second 
wife, engaged nationally renowned land-
scape architects the Olmsted Brothers to 
expand the estate’s gardens. The five-year 
project added a ravine garden, a formal allée 
flanked by Dutch elm trees, a fountain and a 
rendition of the Three Graces sculpture. 

When Jessie died in 1930, Landon sold 
Oldfields to J.K. Lilly Jr., the grandson of Eli 
Lilly and himself a noted philanthropist. 
Landon donated the proceeds to Riley Hospi-
tal for Children.

The Lilly family made a number of im-
provements to the property, including add-
ing a larger library to the house and a new 
vestibule aligned with the allée. Murals inside 
the house reflected the gardens outside. 

After Lilly Jr.’s death in 1967, his children 
donated Oldfields to the Art Association 

of Indianapolis. Oldfields is now a part of 
Newfields, which includes the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art. The Landon/Lilly mansion, 
known as the Lilly House, has been restored 
to its 1930s appearance, furnished primarily 
with possessions of the Lilly family. 

Oldfields was designated a National 
Historic Landmark in 2003 because of its 
authentic representation of country estates 
of wealthy American industrialists. Though 
currently closed, Tours of Oldfields, including 
the Lilly House, can be arranged at discov-
ernewfields.org/do-and-see/places-to-go/
lilly-house.

TRAVEL

The Lilly House has a rich history on the grounds of 
the former Oldfields, now Newfields. (Photos by Don 
Knebel)

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 12

T H R U A C M E S H T M L
A T O M N A I V E A H O Y
N T S B A P N E A N A T E
S P A R E E C S T A S I E S

A L I V E S N O
I M A G I N E I M A G E

G E N E A R M P I T D O T
I L K I N D I A N A O O H
V O L N E E D L E A P S E
E N E W S P R I N T E R

E E N P I T O N
H A R D T O G E T N U K E D
E M A G V I S A S I N T O
R E F I A S K T O T E A L
A N T E S T Y E S Y E L L

2 5 9 8 6 3 1 4 7
8 7 4 2 1 5 9 3 6
3 1 6 9 4 7 5 8 2
1 3 8 5 2 9 6 7 4
5 4 2 6 7 8 3 9 1
6 9 7 1 3 4 2 5 8
4 6 3 7 9 2 8 1 5
7 2 5 3 8 1 4 6 9
9 8 1 4 5 6 7 2 3

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Cities: CALGARY, MONTREAL, OTTAWA, QUEBEC, TORONTO, WINNI-
PEG; Astronauts: ALDRIN, ARMSTRONG, GLENN, RIDE, SHEPARD; Sweaters: CARDIGAN, PULLOVER, TUNIC, 
TURTLENECK; Majors: CHEMICAL, CIVIL, INDUSTRIAL; Stores: NATALIE’S, ROCKET FIZZ; Mascot: JAGUAR

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2021 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-21.



November 23, 2021
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
19

Healthy evergreen plants 
shed needles each fall

LIFESTYLE

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

With people taking 
more interest in their landscapes and gar-
dens during the past 18 months, they often 
have questions as they pay closer attention 
to the plants in their care. Although home-
owners should always be on the lookout for 
pests and diseases, if plants are healthy and 
well cared for, problems are rare. 

And, sometimes a “problem” is not at all 
what it seems. 

A recent column discussed the natural 
yellowing and shedding of the inner third 
of white pine needles every fall. With other, 
more densely growing evergreens, the yel-
lowing of older foliage (needles are modi-
fied leaves) is not as obvious. 

Many conifers hold their needles for years, 
and when they yellow they are hidden out 
of sight in the interior of the shrub. Spruce 
needles last up to eight years before brown-
ing and dropping off, and with the typically 
dense growth of a healthy tree, are not no-
ticeable. Yew and boxwood foliage last even 
longer, finally yellowing when deprived of 
sunlight deep in the interior of the plant. 

I received an email recently from a lady 
quite concerned about the ‘Emerald’ arbor-
vitaes she had planted as a privacy screen 
by her patio. She thought they were dying 
when she noticed so many brown areas 
deep inside the plants. They were complete-
ly hidden by the thick green growth of the 
exterior. I assured her that this was entirely 
normal, with nothing to worry about.

Note: Arborvitaes are very shallow-rooted 

and need watering during dry spells. This 
year’s abundant rainfall was very welcome 
to keep them lush and healthy.

To see what healthy yellowing looks like, 
look at the first photo showing the typi-
cal exterior growth of a healthy arborvitae. 
The second photo shows the interior of the 
same shrub with the green foliage pulled 
aside. Absolutely nothing to worry about.

Happy Gardening!

SERVICES
• Tree removal • Tree removal 
• Tree trimming• Tree trimming
• Stump grinding • Stump grinding 
• Lot clearing• Lot clearing
• Deadwooding• Deadwooding
• Topping• Topping

CALL TODAY!  (317) 524-9100

FULLY INSURED

Nick’s Tree Nick’s Tree 
ServiceService

• Bucket truck• Bucket truck
• Chippers • Chippers 
• Climbers • Climbers 
• Specialty lifts• Specialty lifts

EQUIPMENT 

Healthy evergreen plants naturally shed needles each 
fall. (Photos by John Chapin)

Yellowing interior needles are a normal part of 
shedding for healthy evergreens. 

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville
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Register online at www.4hcomplex.org

Craft Craft ShowShow
Holiday

Vendor Space is available

ADMISSION $3
CURRENT COVID-19 RULES APPLY.

presented by:

Date: November 27, 2021
Time: 9 am - 4 pm 
Location:  Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds,  

1900 E. Main Street, Danville


