
September 3, 2021
myhcicon.com   

Our  ICONic  community PAGE 8

Danville’s Royal Theater renovation 
spotlights 107-year-old history

Page 6

Danville Town Council  
begins water 

improvement projects, 
approves funding

Page 3

Brownsburg council 
hears opposition from 

residents about industrial 
development

Page 4

IU Health West Hospital’s 
ICONIC Athlete of the 
Week Kenna Keesling

Page 11

HRH raises half a million 
dollars with gala featuring 

private Styx concert
Page 14

ROYAL REWIND

Riddhi Trivedi, MD

Relentlessly Dedicated to Safety
Whenever you need us, Hendricks Regional Health is here for you. 
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Celebrate Labor Day weekend  
with the Mayberry Man film premier

Downtown Danville Partnership and the Town 
of Danville invite the public to the Courthouse 
Square on Labor Day weekend to celebrate the 
premier of “Mayberry Man,” which was filmed in 
part in Danville last year. 

Kick off the weekend with Rik Roberts at The 
Royal Theater for a comedy show to benefit the 
Danville Fire Department at 8:30 p.m. Sept. 3. Pro-
ceeds will purchase a LifePak Defibrillator for the 
Danville Fire Department. 

From 1-5 p.m. Sept. 4, On Saturday, the Square 

will be home to the Mayberry Car Show. 
Enjoy a Labor Day Picnic on the Square begin-

ning at 11 a.m. Sept. 5 with an ice cream social 
at Danville Dips from 1-4 p.m. where guests can 
snag a free scoop of ice cream. The apple pie 
bake-off judging will be at 2 p.m., watermelon 
eating contest at 3 p.m. and a free screening of 
“Mayberry Man” at 2 p.m. at the Royal. 

Read more at myhcicon.com/indiana-based-
mayberry-man-set-for-september-red-carpet-

premiere

Plainfield semi-truck driver wins  
$15.8M Hoosier Lottery jackpot

For two days, Craig J. from Plainfield was hold-
ing the winning Hoosier Lotto jackpot ticket for 
$15.8 million and had no clue.

The semi-truck driver of 25 years who cuts 
grass for extra money on the side was going 
about his daily routine before realizing he hit the 
big one. 

He decided to bring the ticket into a gas sta-
tion to be scanned. The register read, “Claim at 
Hoosier Lottery office in Indianapolis.” 

He checked it again at home. 
“I checked it and had to stumble for my glass-

es,” he said. “I just stared at those numbers.” 
His ticket matched all six numbers in the Aug. 

14 Hoosier Lotto jackpot drawing. He claimed his 
prize with his family at the Hoosier Lottery Head-
quarters in downtown Indianapolis Aug. 20, opt-
ing for the cash payout of $9.8 million.

“Retirement is in the plans. I am not a big 
spender. I may get myself a treat. I love cutting 
grass and will continue to do that,” he said. “After 
driving a semi for many years, I think I’d rather 
drive a school bus.”

Read more at myhcicon.com/plainfield-semi-
driver-wins-15-8m-hoosier-lottery-jackpot

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 
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COMMUNITY

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

Hoosier Lottery executive director Sarah Taylor 
awards Aug. 14 winner Craig J. from Plainfield who 
is not pictured for privacy. (Photo provided by Hoosier 
Lottery)
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Relentlessly
Dedicated
to Safety
The safety of our patients has always been our 
number-one priority. That’s why Hendricks Regional 
Health is proud to have earned an “A” rating from 
Leapfrog – the gold standard for evaluating a hospital’s 
safety. Whether you’re coming in for surgery, a screening, 
a wellness visit or any other reason, we are relentlessly 
dedicated to delivering the highest-quality care possible. 

Whenever you need us, Hendricks Regional Health is 
here for you. Find care now at ThisIsHendricks.org. Tiffany, RN

COMMUNITY

Brownsburg firefighters share 
memories as part of 9/11 tribute

To mark the 20th anniversary of 9/11, Brownsburg Fire Territory compiled 
a series of interviews with firefighters sharing their memories of where they 
were on that day in history and how it has influenced them. 

Some are too young to have a story. Others say the imagery of how re-
sponders helped in the aftermath of the attacks made them choose a life of 
public service. 

“Looking at what these men and women did when I was 12 years old, it 
had a lasting impact. It called me to serve at a later age,” said Andrew Ro-
embke, a firefighter with Brownsburg Fire Territory who is featured in the 
video montage. 

“We wanted to do something special,” said Danny Brock, firefighter and 
public information officer with Brownsburg Fire Territory.

The video will play on a loop on September 11 under a tent at the 9/11 
Memorial located at  Arbuckle Commons in Brownsburg.  

The memorial near Arbuckle Park includes a 10-foot steel beam recovered 
from the World Trade Center.

In 2009, Brownsburg firefighters learned of the opportunity to secure a 
piece of the World Trade Center for the purpose of memorials. After getting 
a court order issued by the United States District Court of Southern New 
York, ownership of the artifact was transferred to Brownsburg Fire Territory. 
In 2010,  four Brownsburg firefighters traveled to JFK Airport to pick it up and 
bring it to Brownsburg.

Through a decade of work, the memorial found its permanent home in 
Hendricks County. 

The 1500-pound steel beam is positioned the same as it would have been 
in the World Trade Center and is pointing in the direction of New York. 

A link to the video tribute will also be available on the Brownsburg Fire 
Territory Facebook page. 

Danville Town Council  
begins water improvement  
projects, approves funding

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met Aug. 18. Meetings can be viewed on the town’s YouTube channel. 
The council meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Wednesdays of each month at Danville Town Hall, 49 N. 
Wayne St. The next scheduled meeting is Sept. 1. The ICON will report on that meeting in the next issue. 

WHAT HAPPENED:  Kent Elliott, water and wastewater services director at Banning 
Engineering, recommended the council approve the bid from DN Tanks to build and place 
a new water storage tank. Matt Ellison, water superintendent, also provided a favorable 
recommendation. 

WHAT HAPPENED:  Council approved annual agreements with the Danville Chamber of 
Commerce and the Downtown Danville Partnership for $45,000 and $80,000, respectively.

WHAT IT MEANS: A new water treatment plant and storage tank are being built to meet the town’s 
current and future water needs. The first step is the construction of a new water storage tank. At its 
Aug. 4 meeting, the council approved Elliott and Ellison to review bids. DN Tanks is an international 
company with a satellite office in Indianapolis. Their bid is $1.28 million. Construction is expected 
to begin in the spring. Elliott said a request for bids for the water treatment plant is expected by the 
end of this year. 

WHAT IT MEANS: These independent annual agreements define the relationship between the town 
and these two organizations. The money supports the work they do for the community. The chamber 
and the partnership will receive funds in four quarterly installments in 2022. Approval of funds for 
the partnership passed 4-0 because councilmember Nancy Leavitt recused herself from the vote 
because she is related to Anne Johansson, DDP executive director. 
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COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM

Brownsburg council hears 
opposition from residents about 

industrial development 
Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Brownsburg Town Council met Aug. 26 for a regular meeting. Four council members 
were present. Jeff Gracey stepped down as a council member over news reports that his 
house was under foreclosure. The council meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth Thursdays 
each month at Brownsburg Town Hall, 61 N. Green St. Meetings are streamed live and 
archived at brownsburg.org. The next regular meeting was scheduled for Sept. 9. The ICON 
will report on that meeting in the next Brownsburg/Danville edition.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved an ordinance for a lease between the 
Brownsburg Redevelopment Authority and the Brownsburg Redevelopment 
Commission. 

WHAT HAPPENED: After a 25-minute public hearing, the council approved the 
second reading of a resolution determining an economic revitalization area and a 
10-year tax abatement for an industrial development at the northwest corner of 
County Road 400 N and Ronald Reagan Parkway.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved a similar tax abatement after a public hearing 
on property on the northeast corner of County Road 400 N and Ronald Reagan 
Parkway, basically across the street.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved a resolution on a tax abatement after a public 
hearing and second reading for property at U.S. 136 and County Road 900 E.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved an additional appropriation for the design of 
a traffic light at South Northfield Drive and Hornaday Road.

WHAT IT MEANS: The two commissions will bond $4.5 million to F&C Development to 
build what is commonly called the Arbuckle II Commons Allocation area. The developer-
backed bond will assist in the construction of a multi-use building of retail and 
apartments. The land is north of the existing Arbuckle Commons Phase I development 
along Green Street.

WHAT IT MEANS: This is the next to the last step for a 564,000-square-foot building for 
an unnamed tenant. The developer is BLC Development who will invest $37.7 million on 
the building that is slated to create 159 jobs with an average wage of $19.78 per hour.

Residents argued the land should not be zoned and allow industrial development 
because of its close proximity to residential. This is the same land that was in question for 
another development called Project Aisle that failed because of height restrictions. 

Town council members said the parkway has always been designated for this type of 
development and the need to balance taxes spread over commercial and residential.

WHAT IT MEANS: The same residents spoke against the development of this corner 
for the same reasons, and council passed it with the same reasons. The development is 
also a project of BLC Development to construct a 250,000-square-foot building for an 
investment of $16.7 million with the possibility of 81 jobs.

WHAT IT MEANS: Holladay Properties is looking to build a 50,000-100,000 square foot 
spec building with an estimated investment of $7 million. The building is expected to 
create 50 jobs with an average wage of $15-$19 an hour. It will generate more than $1 
million in taxes over 10 years. No one came forward for the public hearing. The size of 
the building is still being determined because the intersection is up for an overhaul with 
some sort of roundabout or dog bone configuration.

WHAT IT MEANS: Council members have heard of at least 10 motor vehicle accidents 
with injury at this intersection and would like a stoplight put in. The design and 
construction of a traffic light was faster than a roundabout by at least 18 months.
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✔ Drain Cleaning & Power Jetting ✔ Toilet & Faucet Repairs

✔ Sump Pump ✔
Tub & Shower Replacements 
Free Estimates

✔ Battery Back-up Systems ✔
Hose Spigots Repaired 
or Added

✔ Sump Pump Stress Test ® ✔ Electronic Leak Detection 

✔
Water Softener Replacements  
Free Estimates ✔ Garbage Disposal Replaced

✔ Gas Line & Gas Repairs ✔ Trenching & Backhoe Services

Schedule Online at www.CartersMyPlumber.com

859-9999859-999931
7

31
7

Kelson Carter

Water HeaterWater Heater
InstalledInstalled

$$500500
• New Bradford 
White Water Heater 
(while Supplies Last)
• Most Popular Sizes                                   
• Gas, Electric, Tankless
• Made in the USA                                                                                                                                              

#CO88900054

“Hot Water Today or“Hot Water Today or
ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: No other plumber makes you this bold promise...No other plumber makes you this bold promise...

It’s You We Pay!”It’s You We Pay!”™™

*Get a free Estimate on all Water Heater Installations.  Some restrictions apply. Coupon must 
be presented at time of service.  This offer is only good May 1 - May 31, 2021.  Monday thru Saturday 
excluding Holidays.  Call in by 2pm installed by 12:00am.

Prince of Plumbing

* Some restrictions apply - call office for details
Show us this ad and Show us this ad and 

SAVE SAVE $$50 OFF50 OFF
Plumbing ServicesPlumbing Services

offoff
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By Peg McRoy Glover

W
hen Bill and Sharon Wright bought 

Danville’s Historic Royal Theater in 2017 
from their neighbor and local attorney 

Lee Comer, they knew they would 
keep the theater open and restore it to 

preserve its 107-year-old history. 
Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology records 

show the movie theater opened its doors in 1914, closing in 1926 for a 
year’s worth of construction that enlarged its seating capacity to 600. 

With recent upgrades, instead of a modern aesthetic, the Wrights 
wanted to rewind the theater style back to its original state. 

“We tried to take it back to as early as we could,” said Bill Wright. “We 
found the original colors of the theater behind the steam pipe, and they 
were red and tan. We know the curtains were red. We tried to take it 
back to what it was originally.”

Fresh paint in those same red and tan colors cover the walls, and new 
red curtains (matching the originals) were hung. The art deco lighting 
fixtures that have lit the theater, presumably since its 1926 renovation, 
were cleaned and restored. Plus new art deco-inspired carpeting en-
hances the 1920s décor.

“It became a passion project,” said Wright. “It has been challenging 
trying to get it back structurally. The cost has been a bit staggering at 
times, but it has been our philanthropic way of giving back to the com-
munity. Besides, while we were doing that, we uncovered so many arti-
facts.”

Those finds include a 35mm Simplex E-7 projector from the 1930s 
discovered in several pieces in a storage space behind the projector 
room.

“We spent the last six to seven months piecing it together,” Wright 
said, noting the antique sits in the center lobby entrance. 

The Wrights hope visitors who enter the Royal and see this will im-
mediately get a sense of the theater’s history and the ambiance of its 
restoration. 

Pieces of the theater’s history permeate the entire venue. 
Wright found hundreds of movie cards and movie posters. Movie 

cards mirrored posters but measured 11 x 17-inch and were on display 
in front of the theater to let people know what was showing and com-
ing soon. 

At the official ribbon cutting and unveiling of the theater’s restora-
tion and renovation on Aug. 27, movie posters that were not framed 
and hung in permanent locations throughout the venue were displayed 
on the top of the stage in protective cases for those gathered to see. 

ROYAL REWIND
Danville’s Royal Theater renovation 
spotlights 107-year-old history

Bill and Sharon Wright cut the ribbon unveiling the newly restored and renovated Royal Theater in Danville. Their goal was to bring the 
theater back to its original ambiance. (Photos by Peg McRoy Glover)

During renovations, Bill and Sharon 
Wright uncovered pieces of Royal 
Theater history including 10- and 25-
cent movie tickets in the attic.
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“It is incredible the stuff we have found. I 
have more memorabilia than I have places 
to put them,” said Wright, who is working 
with the Hendricks County Historical Mu-
seum to preserve items. “I’ve got one of Ru-
dolph Valentino, but it is so fragile you can 
hardly touch it.”

At the front of the theater between the 
seating and stage, four stanchions cordon 
off a section of the original wood floor, and 
two original seats from 1914 with “R” for 
Royal stamped on the side are on display. 
Wright discovered those in the boiler room. 
He noted that when these seats were used, 
they were staggered so no one sat directly 
in front of the person behind them. 

At the base of the stage, four stanchions cordon off a section of the original wood floor where two original seats 
from 1914 are displayed.

Larry Gillespie created another new 
unique feature for the lobby. A small dupli-
cate model of the Royal inserted into the 
wall will play movie trailers for shows com-
ing soon.

When he upgraded the lighting system, 
Wright added laser lighting to enhance 
films such as lightsaber scenes in “Star Wars.” 

“The Mayberry Man” movie will be the the-
ater’s first showing since its restoration. This 
VIP red carpet premiere on Sept. 5-6 is the per-
fect event to shine a bright spotlight on this 
beautifully renewed entertainment venue.

ON THE COVER: This 1930s 35mm Simplex E-7 
projector was found in a storage room in pieces. 
Previously used at the Royal, it was reconstructed for 
display in the entrance to the theater. (Photo by Peg 
McRoy Glover)

Created and 
installed 
by Larry 
Gillespie, a 
small theater 
duplicate 
was inserted 
into the 
lobby wall to 
play trailers 
of upcoming 
movies. 
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By Lindsay Doty

Decked out in her cowboy boots and 
shiny blue pantsuit complete with a rhine-
stone buckle, 19-year-old Halle Brandt lights 
up the stage in Pigeon Ford, Tenn.

The 2020 Brownsburg High School gradu-
ate is one of the performers in the Dolly Par-
ton Dixie Stampede Dinner Show, a famous 
live show known for music, comedy, animals 
and a Southern four-course meal.

“My family came to Tennessee for a vaca-
tion in the fall of 2020, and on a whim, I put 
in an application for the stampede, and I got 
an audition,” she explains.

It wasn’t long before she got a call and 
was packing her bags.

“This is 100% a dream job.”
Brandt had plenty of experience with 

horses but had no theatrical training. She’s 
quickly catching on to the ways of riding 
and roping on stage.

“I’m constantly learning new tricks about 
backstage and on-stage life,” said Brandt. 
“I’ve learned stage presence and the true 
meaning of ‘the show must go on.’”

Brandt grew up riding horses and bar-
rel racing in Hendricks County. She started 
everything at Green Valley (Garner Farm) 
Equestrian Center in Brownsburg and con-
tinued her passion for horses with Hen-
dricks County 4-H Horse and Pony Club.

“The time I spent at my 4-H events made 
me want to train horses, to learn new dis-
ciplines, and to train others to ride horses,” 
she said. 

In her show, each performer gets a 
chance to ride every horse at the stampede, 
but they are also assigned one or two to 
take care of. Brandt’s horse “Dolly” is one of 
her favorites.

COMMUNITY

We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

Roman Numerals

Brownsburg HS grad lands job with 
Dolly Parton Stampede Show

88
SafeWise ranked the safest cities in 
Indiana, and Brownsburg came in eighth. 
Brownsburg was also among the five towns 
who had the most improvement in the 
ranking this year. For more information visit 
safewise.com/blog/safest-cities-indiana.

“She is hands down one of the best hors-
es, and her energy matches mine so we get 
along great,” she said. 

As far as meeting THE real Dolly (Parton) it 
hasn’t happened yet but she says “it’s on the 
bucket list.”

Brandt has plans of becoming a veterinar-
ian but is enjoying her time as a performer. 
She credits 4-H and having supportive par-
ents to accomplishing her goals.

“She’s living her dream right now at bare-
ly 19-years-old on her own in Tennessee,” 
said Brandt’s proud mom, April Hyde.

Dolly Parton Stampede performers are 
preparing for their annual Christmas show 
that0 begins on Nov. 2. 

By Lindsay Doty

The annual prairie maze at McCloud Na-
ture Park located in North Salem is shaped 
like a cicada in honor of the insect that 
emerged from the ground after 17 years.

“Since the periodic cicadas only grace 
us with their presence and songs ev-
ery 17 years, we felt that it was fitting to 
commemorate them as our prairie maze 
choice for this year at McCloud Nature 
Park,” said Sarah Wolf, park naturalist with 
Hendricks County Parks and Recreation. 

Brood X made headlines for showing 
up in 2021 and could be seen and heard 
throughout McCloud Nature Park’s vast 
trees this summer.

“The periodic cicadas called on hot, sun-
ny days from late May to early July. We’ll 
next see the periodic cicadas in 2038,” said 
Wolf.

The periodical insects spend most of 
their lives a foot or two underground eat-
ing sap from tree roots. Then in the spring 
of their 17th year, mature nymphs emerge 
from the ground by the billions over select 
parts of the eastern United States, shed 
their exoskeleton, and inflate their wings 
for their brief stage as an adult.

The cicadas make a high-pitched sound 
when calling for a partner, and can be very 
loud. It happens when the adult male ci-
cadas fill the air with calls for a mate, using 
tymbals on each side of their abdomens to 
create the noise. Their songs are answered 
by adult females with a clicking of their 
wings. 

The result is a loud symphony that lasts 
about three to four weeks. Four to six 
weeks after emerging from the ground, 
the insects die. Shortly thereafter, the 

newly-hatched nymphs drop out of the 
trees where their mommas laid their eggs, 
and they burrow into the ground for the 
next 17 years.

Cicadas look like some sort of alien, but 
they don’t bite or sting or carry disease. 
Experts say they are actually good for the 
environment. Cicadas aerate the ground 
when they emerge, they are a plentiful 
food source for a wide variety of birds and 
animals, and their carcasses enrich the soil 
with nutrients as they decompose.

To honor Brood X, families are invited to 
explore the cicada-themed prairie maze 
starting Sept. 4. Guests are asked to wear 
comfy shoes and bring water when navi-
gating the maze. Maps are available at the 
entrance. Kids are welcome. 

While the periodic cicadas won’t be 
back for another 17 years, the annual ci-
cadas are calling at McCloud and will be 
around until mid-September. 

Fall buzz: McCloud Nature Park 
maze celebrates the cicada

McCloud Prairie Maze
Where: McCloud Nature Park, 
8518 Hughes Road, North Salem.
When: Daily from dawn to dusk 
Sept. 4-Oct. 31
Cost: Free
Free parking is available in front of 
the Nature Center. 
Maze maps are in the kiosks 
outside of the Nature Center and 
at the maze entrance.

An aerial view shows the cicada-themed prairie maze at McCloud Nature Park in North Salem that will 
be open for exploring Sept. 4-Oct. 31. (Photo provided by Hendricks County Parks and Recreation)

Brownsburg’s Halle Brandt performs in the Dolly 
Parton Stampede Show in Pigeon Ford, Tenn. (Photo 
provided by April Hyde)
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By Lindsay Doty

More than 300 people made it out to the 
2021 National Model Aviation Day R/C air 
show Aug. 14 in Danville to embrace their 
love for aviation. 

The annual show celebrated a variety 
of remote controlled flying, including 118 
fixed-wing planes. 

“Spectators experienced flights of every-
thing from small foam airplanes to helicop-
ters, jets with electric ducted fans, jets with 
real gas turbine jet engines, various warbird 
models, various sport planes to a 10 1/2 
foot wingspan aerobatic plane powered 
by a 170cc twin-cylinder engine,” said Rege 
Hall, club president of the Blacksheep R/C 
Modelers.

The Danville-based club organizes the 
show and fundraiser every year. 

Things kicked off with the National An-
them, and club members who have served 
raised the American flag. A surprise flyover 
by the Indy Bipe Group included four bi-
planes, a Christen Eagle, two Acrosports and 
a Stearman. 

The event had R/C flying along with raffle 
prizes and gift certificates donated by Dan-
ville, Avon, Plainfield and Brownsburg busi-
nesses. 

“One of the many highlights of the day 
were all the younger kids (maybe future R/C 
pilots) enjoying the candy drops, parachute 
drops and balsa wood gliders,” said Hall.

The event raised $6,095 for Hoosier Veter-
ans Assistance Foundation, a group based in 
downtown Indianapolis that assists Indiana 
vets ranging from education and housing 
to food.

“We take great pride in this event be-
cause helping those who have served our 
country is the most noble group of deserv-
ing individuals,” said Hall. 

The Blacksheep R/C Modelers Aircraft 

Club has 50 members and started in 1999. 
They have sport flyers, fun flyers, control 

line flyers, glider flyers, jet flyers and heli-
copter flyers. New members can get lessons 
from the club’s instructors to get started.

The club also participates in commu-
nity projects including trainer sessions for 
Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts and supporting 
the nutrition club at Danville elementary 
schools. 

For more information, go to blacksheep-
club.org.

Danville R/C Airshow raises money 
for Hoosier veterans

COMMUNITY

HELP DRIVE THE  
FUTURE OF EV 
POWER. 
Whether you currently own an electric vehicle or you’re considering 
one, your responses will inform the future of our co-op. Visit 
PowerMoves.com/ev-survey to ensure you have the support you need 
to drive into the future.

HAVE YOUR SAY.

TAKE THE QUICK SURVEY.

Purchase local trees in time for fall planting
Fall is the best time to plant new and 

replacement trees. 
Hendricks County Soil & Water Conser-

vation District suggests planting native 
species container-grown trees that have 
well-developed root structures and mini-
mal planting shock, which are available 
at the annual Hendricks County Soil & 
Water Conservation District fall tree sale. 

Choose from 24 species grown in 
3-gallon containers. Orders are accepted 

through Sept. 23. Cost is $25 each. 
A completed order form and full pay-

ment can be sent to the Hendricks Coun-
ty SWCD, 195 Meadow Drive, Suite 2, 
Danville, IN 46122. Make checks payable 
to Hendricks County SWCD. Proceeds 
help fund local district programs includ-
ing clean water and soil conservation ef-
forts. Forms and species list are available 
at hendricksswcd.org/annual-tree-sale.

ICONICbrief

Members of the Blacksheep R/C Modelers Aviation 
Club helped with WWI planes during the National 
Model Aviation Day R/C airshow on Aug 14 in 
Danville. (Photo provided by Rege Hall)
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

ALL SHE CAN BENotables
Compiled by Mike Beas

The Brownsburg boys tennis team 
scored a 3-2 decision over Homestead to 
improve its record to 5-3 on the season. 
Lukas Laeber secured a win at No. 3 
singles for the Bulldogs, which also 
picked up points in doubles competition 
courtesy of the top tandem of Ean 
Alexander and Ben Bayler and the No. 
2 doubles pairing of John Graham and 
Keenan LeBlanc. 

Brownsburg football, ranked third in 
Class 6A, dropped a 20-7 home decision 
to Class 5A No. 1 Cathedral despite a 
resilient effort from the Dogs defense, led 
by junior safety RJ Myles’ nine tackles. 
Running back Garrett Sherrell scored on 
a 13-yard run to account for Brownsburg’s 
lone touchdown. Quarterback Jayden 
Whitaker passed for 119 yards, and 
Caleb Marcus led the Bulldogs’ ground 
attack with 61 yards rushing.

Lindsay Houston and Eva Altschul 
finished third and seventh, respectively, 
for the Brownsburg girls cross country 
squad as it took third of eight teams 
at the Dave Bannon Invitational in 
Shelbyville.

The Bulldogs’ girls soccer team 
traveled out of state and lost, 3-1, at 
Loveland (Ohio) High School with Karina 
Creemens accounting for Brownsburg’s 
goal.

Danville’s football team lost at home 
against Mooresville, 55-21, despite senior 
quarterback Kale Payne throwing for 
114 yards and two scores and senior 
Andrew Poppa rushing for 186 yards on 
31 carries. The TD catches were both by 
junior BJ Wuest with junior linebacker 
Derin Sharp leading the way with 12 
tackles.

Ty Owens passed for 144 yards, 
and Davon Brown rushed for 122 and 
two TDs as Tri-West football downed 
Plainfield, 25-20. Seniors Ethan Depinet 
and Luke Hamstra provided seven 
tackles apiece for the Bruins.

Danville senior benefits from attending 
basic training in the summer

Danville senior Kenna Keesling uses the leadership skills she developed at basic 
training to lead her team on the soccer field and basketball court. She plans to 
major in criminal justice. (Photo by Dave Gansert)

By Mike Beas

Kenna Keesling had a rather unconventional excuse for missing 
the first two matches of Danville’s girls soccer season.

The senior defender/midfielder participated in 12 weeks of U.S. 
Army Basic Combat Training over the summer in Fort Leonard, Mo., 
the type of once-in-a-lifetime experience in the Ozarks that delayed 
her ability to accrue the prerequisite number of practices with 
Warriors teammates.

Finally eligible for the team’s match against Northview on Aug. 
21, Keesling made her debut. The Warriors, now coached by former 
assistant Andy Kult, won their first four matches of the season, 
outscoring foes by a combined 17-2.

Keesling also plays basketball at Danville and was part of the 
track and field program last spring. She specialized in sprints and 
hurdles, though Keesling wasn’t able to compete due to the start of 
her basic training.

“Soccer was relatively new to her as a freshman,” said Kult, who 
was in his first season as a Danville assistant the 2018 season. “We 
were in need of a goalkeeper for junior varsity, so she did that for a 
couple of years. She just jumps into it, like, ‘What do you need me 
to do?’

“She’s just a nice kid. Just very pleasant.”
Keesling is contractually committed to the U.S. Army National 

Guard for eight years and plans to return to Fort Leonard this 
summer for a five-week Advanced Individual Training (AIT) session. 
The goal is to then start her freshman year of college at either Ball 
State University or Indiana University as a criminal justice major.

Keesling did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: You play soccer and basketball at Danville, but do you find 
that you prefer one sport over the other?

A: I would say it probably depends on the season. They have 
their differences, but they are pretty similar with the teamwork 
aspect and the physical side. It does take some time to get 
warmed up in basketball after soccer season, and the coaching 
is very different.

Q: Did you enjoy the rigors of devoting your entire summer to 
Basic Combat Training?

A: It was definitely challenging, but I enjoyed it a lot. It was 

worth it. I don’t regret it at all. It definitely helps me leadership-
wise and physically, too.

Q: Are you from a military family, and is that what inspired you 
to go that route?

A: My dad (Brent Keesling) was in the Navy, and my stepdad 
(John Goings) was in the Army. I probably started getting 
interested in the military around my freshman year. I want to be 
a police officer when I grow up, but have always thought that if 
you’re capable you should always serve your country.

Fellowship trained in sports medicine, 
Dr. Emily Cha sees sports medicine and 
general orthopedic patients.
Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400
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Local quilters use their work 

to preserve history

By Peg McRoy Glover

Among the many in Hendricks 
County who consider quilting a favorite 
pastime, this craft helped a group of 
four women bond and form lifelong 
friendships. 

Suzi Pugh, Sharon O’Neil, Myra 
Franklin and Ester Drury use Tuesday 
afternoons to eat lunch, share quilting 
tips and do a “show and tell” of each 
other’s work.These four women met 
through a quilting retreat and have 
remained close since. 

When they get together to create, 
the only noise interrupting their 
conversations is the humming of their 
sewing machines, which they don’t seem 
to mind at all. 

Their everyday mission is to replicate 
historical quilt patterns. They are the 
quilters, among many, who are fervently 
dedicated to preserving blanket and 
comfort history, and they are loving 
every stitch of it. 

The breadth of their quilting friends 
doesn’t stop in Hendricks County. It 
embraces quilters in southern Indiana, 
too. One might call them a clique of 
modern quilters, but that would be a 
short-sighted and narrow view of these 
amazing artists and crafters.

Quilting originated out of human 
necessity. The creation of padded three-
connected cloths sewed together for 
comfort can be traced back to 3400 B.C. 
in Egypt. Fast forward through the ages 
to then see medieval knights wearing 
quilted layers underneath their armor for 
protection and warmth.

The art and craft of quilting was 

5530 E. US Hwy 36 
Suite 100 

Avon Indiana 46123

317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Buy One Drink get
a Small Drink

FREE 
Expires  09/30/21

(of equal or 
lesser value)

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  
EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH!

CHARLOTTE FELBER
Charlotte is an amazing team member! She adds 

tremendous value with her outstanding work ethic, positive 
attitude, and southern hospitality. Her hobbies include 

volleyball, designing, and spending time with her husband 
and puppy. Her favorite thing about working at Cabin 

Coffee is the people and the positive environment. 

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  09/30/2021.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 09/30/2021.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

Ester Drury, Suzi Pugh, Sharon O’Neil, and Myra Franklin meet Tuesday afternoons to share quilting 
tips and do a “show and tell” of each other’s work. (Photos by Peg McRoy Glover)

Quilts like this one with a log cabin pattern tell a 
story or represent periods of time.

brought to America by European 
settlers in the early 1700s. The products 
produced from piecing and sewing 
together three layers of fabrics served 
a multitude of uses during this nation’s 
westward expansion. 

As pioneers ventured westward, 
quilts covered doorways and windows. 
Quilts were used as bed coverings and 
also hung from ceilings to separate 
space within a room for a bit of privacy. 
Quilts were also bartered for other goods 
in early America. 

What was once considered a product 
of practical needs is now considered 
historical practical art. Each quilt pattern 
tells a story or represents an aspect of 
life pertinent to its time. 

“The quilt on my bed is called the log 
cabin pattern,” said Pugh using this as an 
example. “It is put together exactly like a 
log cabin.” 

Simply explained, this patchwork 
pattern is created by sewing fabric strips 
around a centered solid square. 

The art of quilting remains alive 
and well in the world, and it is certainly 
thriving in Hendricks County.
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Craft ShowCraft Show
Holiday

Name                                                                                                                                                 

Phone #                                                                                        Date            /            /                   

Address                                                                                                                                            

City, State & Zip                                                                                                                           

Car Make                                                                            License Plate #                                    

Website URL                                                                                                                                  

Previous Vendor    Yes      No

All fees are non-refundable unless cancelled due to COVID-19 Pandemic. 
Registration fee includes booth space and advertising in several media outlets. Set-up 
time is Friday, Nov. 13 from 4pm -7pm or Saturday, Nov. 14 at 6 am. Set-up doors will 
close at 8:30 am and final set-up to be completed by 9 am.
Please provide a brief description of items in booth:

                                                                                                                                                              

*By signing up for the Craft Show, you are agreeing to abide by guidelines given to you
*YOU CANNOT RENT A TABLE WITHOUT RENTING A BOOTH

*EVENT ORGANIZERS DO NOT GUARANTEE EXCLUSIVITY OF PRODUCTS.

2021 HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW REGISTRATION FORM

You can also register online at www.4hcomplex.org

BOOTH FEES
               $75.00   - Full booth paid by October 1  

- After October 1 payment of $100 (10’ wide x 10’ deep)

              Electric $20 (subject to availability)         Yes         No

              $40.00—additional booth (maximum of 1 booth)

              $5.00—8’ table ($15 day of show)          $2.00—Chair ($5 day of show)

              TOTAL PAID (must include booth fee, any rentals & electric)

This years Annual Holiday Craft Show is presented by Hendricks 
County ICON and Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds.  Please call 

the HC 4-H if you have any questions at 317-718-6153 or email 
director@4hcomplex.org

Mail this application, with payment to:

Hendricks County 
 4-H Fairgrounds

PO Box 7, Danville, IN 46122

OFFICE USE ONLY

Account                                                

Booth                                                   

Ad                                                         

The Hendricks County ICON’s 3rd annual

November 27, 2021, 9AM-4PM
1900 E. MAIN STREET - Danville, IN.

presented by:

COVID-19 RULES AT TIME OF EVENT APPLY.
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THE GREATEST SPECTACLE IN FUNDRAISING

HRH raises half a million dollars with gala featuring private Styx concert
By Gus Pearcy

While classic rock band Styx played “Mr. Roboto,” Hendricks 
Regional Health raised half a million dollars to build a family 
room in a new intensive care unit planned for the Danville 
hospital campus. It was all part of the 2021 Legacy of Giving 
Gala put on by the Hendricks Regional Health Foundation 
Aug. 20 beneath the iconic pagoda at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway.

“We’ve discussed this for years,” HRH President and CEO 
Kevin Speer said about the plans for the ICU which kept get-
ting bumped from construction plans. He told guests at the 
event,  “In a strange way the pandemic was a gift from God 
that we didn’t build one sooner. Because the ICU we build to-
day — as a result of having gone through the last 15 months 
and experiencing what we are right now — is much different 

than one we would’ve built two years ago.”
The new ICU will have more beds and the technology, 

which has made significant advancements since the mid-
1990s when the last renovation took place, will be upgraded.

Guests mingled throughout the Brickyard Plaza and ate 
dinner in the former Formula 1 garages before the big con-
cert featuring Styx, the popular band that had more than 20 
top 40 songs on the Billboard Hot 100 charts in the 1970s and 
‘80s.

Foundation executive director Adam Scott called it an “epic 
event.” The honorary chair persons were Martha and Dr. Stan-
ley Givens who had been struck with COVID-19 last Thanks-
giving. Dr. Givens, who insisted Martha take him to HRH over 
a closer facility, spent eight days on a ventilator at HRH.

“Even though we had not planned for that moment,” Mar-
tha Givens told the crowd about the decision to go to Hen-
dricks Regional Hospital, “Hendricks had.”

Only 750 tickets were sold for the event at a price of $300 
apiece. The money will be focused on building a family room 
in the new ICU. Scott said the current ICU did not have a fam-
ily room, and it was difficult to accommodate families who 
had loved ones in intensive care.

The new unit will focus on patient care, but a significant as-
pect will be family involvement, a video showed guests.

There were several auction items available including a two-
seater IndyCar ride and an autographed guitar from Hoosier 
rocker John Mellencamp.

From left, Styx guitarist James Young, Lawrence Gowan and Tommy Shaw perform for the crowd at the Legacy of Giving Gala. (Photos by Jacob Musselman)
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Gala attendees interact during the cocktail hour before the live auction and music performance starts.

Kevin Speer, president and CEO of Hendricks Regional Health, addresses 
the crowd just before Styx takes the stage.

Alicia Smith and Eva Burgas, both cancer navigators for Hendricks 
Regional Health, pass out bidding paddles and personal fans for 
attendees as they walk in.

Harry Santa-Olalla runs around the crowd looking for bids on items. 

Jo Morton, former director of the ICU at Hendricks Regional Health, 
smiles as she’s thanked for her years of service.

Styx guitarist and singer Tommy Shaw performs for gala attendees at 
the Legacy of Giving Gala event.
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By Gus Pearcy

In what many colleagues are calling a “textbook” pas-
sage, state representative Greg Steuerwald has suc-
ceeded in passing law enforcement reforms that stand to 
revolutionize public safety in House Bill 1006.

In an Aug. 16 ceremonial bill signing at the Indiana Law 
Enforcement Academy in Plainfield, Gov. Eric Holcomb 
said the legislation was a “critically important step” for law 
enforcement.

“This is another example of Indiana setting the stan-
dard,” Holcomb told the contingent assembled in Plain-
field. “A lot of other states are looking toward Indiana ask-
ing, ‘How did you do this, during a time like that?’”

In addition to required de-escalation training, the bill 
also creates a path to decertify an officer who commits 
misconduct. It criminalizes the act of officers turning off 
body cameras, requires agencies hiring an officer to re-
quest the officer’s employment record and defines and 
prohibits the use of a chokehold in certain circumstances.

In the first edition of “Hendricks County Conversations 
with Rick Myers and Gus Pearcy,” the Dist. 40 represen-
tative explained what the bill does and how he built 
consensus to get it passed in the wake of the death of 
George Floyd while in Minneapolis Police custody in May 
2020.

Beginning in summer of that year, Steuerwald saw a 
need for what he calls a “law enforcement enhancement” 
bill. Then he began to build consensus by collaborating 
with the Indiana Sheriffs’ Association, the Indiana Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police, the Indiana State Police and the ISP 
Alliance.

“I asked them, ‘What can we do in the Indiana General 
Assembly to enhance their ability to provide safety for the 
public?’” Steuerwald said back in February. “We gleaned 
down to the three major topics.”

First was training. Steuerwald found the academy had 
not really been updated since the site was built in the 
1970s. Two years ago a study was done on upgrades. 
HB 1006 budgeted $70 million to modernize the facility 
and upgrade the training. The additions include a new 
and expanded emergency vehicle operation track with a 
fake town for scenario-based training, a new rifle range, 
updated classrooms, a new athletics and contact training 

Danville’s Greg Steuerwald 
builds immense consensus for 

police in an age of distrust

Gov. Eric Holcomb (center) signs legislation into law Aug. 16 at the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy in Plainfield surrounded by sponsors and 
co-authors, including state Rep. Jeff Thompson (R-Lizton) and state Rep. Greg Steuerwald (R-Avon) (sitting, right). (Photo by Gus Pearcy)

COMMUNITY

ICONography

facility and an aquatic training facility.
“Everyone agrees that (law enforcement) profession 

is at a crossroads,” Indiana State Police Superintendent 
Doug Carter said in his remarks at ILEA during the sign-
ing. “Scenario-based training is going to be critical going 
forward.”

The bill also will offer funds to the few police depart-
ments who do not have body cameras. It also makes it a 
misdemeanor offense should an officer turn off his body 
camera.

“Everybody agrees it’s just a search for the truth,” 
Steuerwald said. “Car and body cams aid that dramati-
cally.”

Arguably, the linchpin of the legislation was against 
wandering officers. 

“The Indiana Law Enforcement Academy also certifies 
officers here in Indiana,” Steuerwald said in the podcast. 
“We also put in statute — again with law enforcement 
support — if an officer gets disciplinary action against 
him and he wants to resign, he can still do that, obviously, 
but the process still continues and is sent to ILEA for a 
hearing on whether or not to decertify him.”

The law requires agencies to obtain an employment 
history before they can hire an officer. It is designed to 
ensure officers do not keep going from department to 
department after committing bad acts. It requires the 
officer’s previous employer to give the prospective em-
ployer the complete file on the officer all the way to his 
first day on the job. There are no date limitations.

“We even went so far as to say any agreement or any 

contract contrary to that policy would be void,” Steuer-
wald said.

Finally, Steuerwald initiated discussions with the Indi-
ana Black Legislative Caucus for additional input. India-
napolis Democratic Representative Robin Shackleford 
became the bill’s co-author. She too was present in Plain-
field for the ceremonial signing and said the new law was 
a result of many voices and supporters.

“House Bill 1006 has definitely changed our Indiana 
criminal justice system forever,” she said in her remarks. 
“And as we move forward, I would like you to know that 
this is just one step in the Indiana Black Legislative Cau-
cus’ pursuit for full reform of our justice system.

“I’m glad that Gov. Holcomb, Representative Steuer-
wald, leaders of the House and Senate and my colleagues 
in the General Assembly agree that something had to 
change,” she added.

In his remarks, Steuerwald said it was a great day for 
Indiana.

“As we show the nation that we can take a delicate, 
sensitive and potentially divisive issue and work on it and 
pass truly historic legislation in a bipartisan fashion,” he 
said.

The bill was supported by Republicans and Democrats, 
and Steuerwald told the crowd that in all the commit-
tee votes and the House vote there weren’t any negative 
votes.

The bill was actually signed by Holcomb in April. This 
was a ceremonial signing in front of law enforcement and 
cadets from the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy.
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“

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2020-2021 school year.

GRANT NAME:
And SEW It Begins –  
The Art of Costume Making
at Brownsburg High School
Sponsored in part by  
Meyer Najem Construction

AMOUNT:
$333.00

The BHS theatre department was limited 
with their resources of only one sewing 
machine, so the addition of four more 
machines funded by this BEF grant as 
well as sewing kits and supplies for the 
machines provided opportunities 
for all students to get experience 
creating costume pieces. Students 
will be able to learn basic hand-
stitching as well as machine 
stitching with hands-on practice. 
Even for beginners, learning to sew on 
a button and stitch a hem are incredibly 
useful life skills! Students will be able to take 
full ownership of their artistic ideas, while also 
learning to troubleshoot and problem-solve 
as they move from a creative vision to a fully 
realized product.

2021 BEF INNOVATIVE 
GRANT OF THE YEAR RECIPIENT

MEGAN MYERS ”

Thanks to this BEF grant, Technical Theatre 
students now get the chance to actually apply 

basic sewing skills to the creative costuming 
process.  Students are able to make their own 

individual projects as well as contributing to the 
costuming of our BHS theatre productions.  Instead 
of just imagining theoretical designs, now they are 
able to see them realized, and I get the joy of seeing 
them appreciate how theatre can enrich their lives 

in both creative and practical ways! 
- Megan Myers

COMMUNITY

HISTORY finds
SEWING MACHINE

Hendricks County Museum in Danville is open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Come visit to see 
the special focus on a few of the county’s townships and our main roads: U.S. 40, U.S. 36, Indiana 136 
and Indiana 267. Other redecorated rooms hold refreshed interest. hendrickscountymusuem.com

By Marty Carter

During the 1800s, inven-
tors and manufacturers, 
including names you might 
recognize, such as Elias 
Howe and Isaac Merritt 
Singer, made great strides 
in developing and improv-
ing the sewing machine. 
There was so much com-
petition in this industry, 
including patent disputes 
and lawsuits, that it was 
referred to as “The Sewing 
Machine Wars.” 

Most of the major play-
ers in this “war” eventually 
found ways to cooperate to 
their mutual benefit. Some feared that as 
machine sewing became widespread, in-
creased unemployment would result.

This machine sits in the Hendricks 

County Historical Muse-
um. It was manufactured 
sometime between 1850 
and 1870 by Wheeler and 
Wilson who produced more 
sewing machines during 
those decades than any 
other company. 

Wilson and Wheeler 
(which was acquired by 
Singer in 1905) were the 
first to make a machine 
with a rotary hook, which 
rotates around a bobbin, 
catching the thread and 
creating a lockstitch. A ma-
chine with a rotary hook 

runs faster, smoother and more quietly. 
The fabric was fed into this model from 
the left as the operator worked the foot 
treadle.
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Hendricks County Museum dancing 

fundraiser back in full swing

Melanie Nichols, 
fitness instructor 
at the Plainfield 
Rec Center, 
dances the 
Rumba with her 
instructor Jamis 
Wadsworth-Carr 
to “Ring My 
Bell” by Anita 
Ward. Nichols 
was voted Best 
Dancer by the 
judges and 
People’s Choice 
runner-up.  
(Photos by Jaden 
Whiteman)

Suzanne Shafer, 
Republic Airways 
flight attendant 
and owner of 
Shafer’s Collision, 
dances the 
Hustle with her 
instructor Jamis 
Wadsworth-Carr 
to “Hot Stuff” by 
Donna Summer 
and Kygo. Shafer 
was voted Best 
Dancer runner-
up by the judges.

John Unison, 
Internal Medicine 
and Pediatrics 
physician for 
Hendricks 
Regional Health, 
dances the 
Tango with his 
instructor Katie 
Toth to “It’s My 
Life” by Bon Jovi. 

By Deanna Hindsley

On Aug. 21 more than 
400 people arrived at 
the Hendricks County 
Fairgrounds Expo Hall to 
see their favorite dancers 
perform for Dancing with 
the Hendricks County 
Stars, a fundraiser for the 
Hendricks County Museum. 
Many were dressed in the 
style of the Roaring ‘20s” 
the theme for the event.

“Our committee has 
worked many hours to 
bring this together, actually 
beginning in October 
2019, when we thought 
it would occur in 2020,” 
said event coordinator 
Deanna Hindsley. “Dancers 
put in hours upon hours 
of instruction as provided 
by Arthur Murray Dance 
Studio in Avon, and 
they all did a marvelous 
performance providing fun 
for the audience.”

Jamis Wadsworth-Carr 
and Katie Toth danced to 
“All That Jazz” while judges 
made their decisions.

“It is a pleasure to be 
able to have an incredibly 
fun event that supports 
the history of our county 
in the Hendricks County 
Historical Museum,” said 
Pat Baldwin, museum 
board president. “We are 
grateful to the dancers, 
guests, community and 
workers for the success of 
this event.”

DWHCS 2022 is 
scheduled for April 22.

Award winners include: 
• Best Dancer — 

Melanie Nichols
• Best Dancer Runner-

up — Suzanne Shafer
• People’s Choice — 

John Unison
• People’s Choice 

Runner-up — Melanie 
Nichols

COMMUNITY

Presented by 

Kiwanis Club of Avon

Avon
EducationFoundation

REGISTER ONLINE:
avoneducationfoundation.formstack.com/forms/stars_and_pars

SEPTEMBER 25 
 7p registration and 8p tee off at Prestwick Country Club

SALE DATE:   
September 18, 2021 
8am-1pm

LOCATION:   
8610 W. 10th Street, 
Indianapolis, 46234

No Strollers allowed  
before 9:30 am
www.kidsresaleshoppe.org

We’re back!  
Kids Resale Shoppe is a 
community-wide resale 
of gently used children’s 

clothing, toys, baby 
equipment, and maternity 

clothing. The goal of the Kids 
Resale Shoppe is to help 

families by providing clothing 
in good condition at a 

reasonable cost.

Proceeds benefit the Women’s 
Ministries at Westside Church 

of the Nazarene



September 3, 2021
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
19COMMUNITY

FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

AVON

Marilyn Medora Brown
Marilyn Medora Brown, 72, passed away Aug. 
16, 2021. She was born Oct. 26, 1948. Services 
will be held at 4 p.m. Sept. 3 at Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon. Donations may be made to The Four 
Legged Ranch, Mooresville, or the USO.

Katherine Louise Mead
Katherine Louise Mead, age 99, Avon, Ind., passed 
away on Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2021. Katherine 
was born Dec. 15, 1921 in Indianapolis. She was 
a supervisor underwriter for Meridian Mutual 
Insurance. She was a member of Hope Baptist 
Church. Katherine is survived by her daughters 
Deanna (Michael) Davis, Peggy (Stan) Burnette, 
grandson, great-grandson and one great-great-
granddaughter. She is preceded in death by 
her husband Dwaine Mead.  Visitation was 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 28 at Hope Baptist 
Church, 1055 N. Girls School Road, Indianapolis. 
The funeral followed at 1 p.m. at the church. 
Burial will be at Bethel Cemetery. Fond memories 
and expressions of sympathy may be shared at 
familyfuneralcareindy.com for the Mead family.

Michael D. McGuire
Michael D. McGuire, 79, passed away Aug. 21, 
2021. He was born July 23, 1942. Services were 
held Aug. 26 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 

BROWNSBURG

Daniel J. Grubbs
Daniel J. Grubbs, 63, passed away Aug. 20, 2021. 
He was born July 15, 1958. Services were held 
Aug. 25 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

James Robert Warren
James Robert Warren, 74, Brownsburg, passed 
away Aug. 20, 2021. He was born Sept. 20, 1946. 
Services with military honors were held Aug. 27 
at the Brownsburg American Legion. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

CLAYTON

Beverly J. Branstetter
Beverly J. Branstetter, 87, passed away Aug. 18, 
2021.She was born June 30, 1934. Services were 
held Aug. 23 at Clayton Cemetery. Weaver & 
Randolph Funeral Home, Clayton, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

Jeffrey Carl Macri
Jeffrey Carl Macri, 62, passed away Aug. 19, 
2021. He was born June 3, 1959. Services were 
held Aug. 23 at Clayton Presbyterian Church. 
Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with arrangements. 

Chelsea Leigh Murray
Chelsea Leigh Murray, 29, passed away Aug. 15, 
2021. She was born Oct. 9, 1991. 
Services were held Aug. 20, 2021 
at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Donations may 
be made to Indianapolis 
Intergroup Alcoholics 
Anonymous. 

Russell Dean Kirkham
Russell Dean Kirkham, 73, passed away Aug. 
20, 2021. He was born June 29, 1948. Services 
were held Aug. 24 at Hazelwood Baptist Church, 
Hazelwood. Donations may be sent to Seedline 
International, Brazil, Ind., or Lifegate, Monrovia, 
Ind. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

COATESVILLE

Brenda Sue Thompson 
Brenda Sue Thompson, 61, passed away Aug. 27, 
2021. She was born March 13, 1960. Services were 
held Sept. 2. Bousley Funeral Home, Coatesville, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

DANVILLE

Paul “Eddy” Mackey 
Paul “Eddy” Mackey, 75, passed away Aug. 22, 
2021. He was born Jan. 24, 1946. No services 
are planned. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with arrangements.

Pat Schrader
Pat Schrader, 92, passed away Aug. 15, 2021. She 
was born March 10, 1929. No services will be held. 
Carlisle-Branson Funeral Services, Mooresville, 
was entrusted with arrangements. 

William L “Bill” Wornhoff
William L “Bill” Wornhoff, 79, passed away Aug. 
5, 2021. He was born March 14, 1942. Services 
were held Aug. 28 at Northview Christian Church, 
Danville. Donations may be made to Open the 
Door One fund at Northview Christian Church, 
Danville. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with arrangements. 

NORTH SALEM

Dorothy “Dottie” Basham
Dorothy Dottie” Basham, 92, passed away Aug. 
26, 2021. She was born Aug. 25, 1929. Services 
were held Sept. 1. Porter and Hunt Funeral Home 
& Crematory, North Salem, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

PLAINFIELD

Sandra “Sandy” Kay Bennett 
Sandra “Sandy” Kay Bennett, 59, passed away 
Aug. 20, 2021. She was born Sept. 22, 1961. 
Services were held Aug. 26 at Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield. Contributions may be 
made to the Hendricks County Humane Society.

Clyde Craighead
Clyde Craighead, 87, passed away Aug. 16, 2021. 
He was born March 6, 1934. Services will be 
held at a later date. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements. 

Karisa J. Brown
Karisa J. Brown, 27, passed away Aug. 19, 2021. 
She was born Nov. 16, 1993. Services were held 
Aug. 25 at Calvary Chapel, Danville. Hall-Baker 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Ruth Ann (Long) Conger
Ruth Ann (Long) Conger, 89, passed away Aug. 
21, 2021. She was born Oct. 27, 1931. Services 
were held Aug. 25 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield. Contributions may be made to a 
local food bank.    

Martha J. Servies
Martha J. Servies, 92, passed away Aug. 19, 2021. 
She was born March 2, 1929. Services were held 
Aug. 24 at Maple Hill Cemetery Chapel. Hall-Baker 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

PITTSBORO

George Allen Klein
George Allen Klein, 84, passed away Aug. 21, 
2021. He was born Jan. 1, 1937. Services will be 
private. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements. 

Maryann O’Brien
Maryann O’Brien passed away Aug. 16, 2021. 
Services were held Aug. 24 at St. Joan of Arc 
Catholic Church, Indianapolis. Eric M.D. Bell 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made to 
Shepherds of Christ Ministries.

WHITESTOWN

Joseph “Joe” Arthur Bongen
Joseph “Joe” Arthur Bongen, 69, passed away Aug. 
20, 2021. He was born April 4, 1952. Services will 
be at 11 a.m. Sept. 10 at St. Christopher Catholic 
Church. Contributions may be made to the 
American Diabetes Association or St. Christopher 
Catholic Church, Indianapolis. Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon, was entrusted with arrangements. 

Hendricks County obituaries are printed free 
of charge up to 50 words. Funeral directors are 
encouraged to send obituaries and photos to 

lyla@icontimes.com.
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DON’T MISS! To register, contact Cathy Myers
cathy@icontimes.com or call/text (317) 918-0334

Save the Date!
September 14, 2021

Breakfast time: 7:30 - 9:30 am
Cost: $15.00

The Pavilion Center
Washington Township Park  
435 Whipple Lane, Avon, IN

2021 Hendricks County Business Leader’s
Women’s Breakfast

KEMPER
 CPA GROUPLLP

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants

Presented by  

Interactive Women’s Leadership Panel 
 

 
Kelli Waggoner 

• Managing Partner at KWK Management Group 
 
 

 

 
Althea Cooper 

• Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank 
 
 
 

 
Natalie Rascher, MBA 

• Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group 
 

 

Interactive Women’s Leadership Panel 
 

 
Kelli Waggoner 

• Managing Partner at KWK Management Group 
 
 

 

 
Althea Cooper 

• Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank 
 
 
 

 
Natalie Rascher, MBA 

• Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group 
 

 

Interactive Women’s Leadership Panel 
 

 
Kelli Waggoner 

• Managing Partner at KWK Management Group 
 
 

 

 
Althea Cooper 

• Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank 
 
 
 

 
Natalie Rascher, MBA 

• Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group 
 

Natalie Rascher, MBA 
Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group

Interactive Women’s 
Leadership Panel

Kelli Waggoner 
Managing Partner at KWK Management Group

Althea Cooper 
Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank
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8 3 7
2 5 9 1 3
7

5 8 4 2 6
6 9

7 9 1 8 5
9

4 5 9 1 8
8 5 6

3 Apple TV+ Shows
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Colts Game Days
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Colts Quarterbacks
____________________
____________________

1 Mass Ave. Festival
______________________

5 Scandinavian Countries
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Items to Recycle
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14

15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65 66 67

68 69

70 71

Across
1. Fowler’s county
7. Rochester’s county
13. Geist boat dock
14. Avon HS soccer score, 
maybe
15. Furies
16. Cooks using radiant heat
17. Rich soil
19. Good fishing spots at 
Eagle Creek Reservoir
21. Indiana Supreme Court 
rapper
24. Not-so-common sense, 
briefly?
26. Store event
27. Colonel Lilly
28. Put to rest, as rumors
31. Annoy
32. Dalai ___
34. Opp. of NNW
35. Discharge
37. Noblesville’s county
40. Jellied garnish
43. Brew Link Brewing quaff
44. Wrinkly fruit
48. Dove’s sound
49. Bounces off the wall
52. Chest muscle, for short
53. Sit in I-70 traffic
55. IU’s Big Ten foe
56. Appraise
58. “Who shot JR?” show
60. Doofus

62. Ark 
measures
64. Skillful
68. “Now!”
69. Pre-
fix with 
“nuclear”
70. Kent-
land’s 
county
71. Sharps-
ville’s 
county

Down
1. Dreyer & 
Reinbold car
2. Browns-
burg Farm-
ers Market 
corn buy
3. Pro-gun 
grp.
4. “The Fault 
in Our Stars,” 
e.g.
5. Waiting 
for a phone 
rep, perhaps
6. Out-of-
this-world 
org.
7. Watch pocket
8. Still green, say
9. Purdue football coach 

Burtnett (1982-86)
10. Works hard
11. Legally off-base
12. Cuddles

18. Saviors
20. Send a naughty phone 
message
21. Hair goo
22. Mayberry Cafe dessert: 
pie ___ mode
23. Get-up-and-go
25. Say, “I-C-O-N”
29. Believer’s suffix
30. Writer Tolstoy
33. Tuna type
36. Animal whose name 
sounds like a Greek letter
38. Indianapolis Bridge Cen-
ter card
39. “Fore” site?
40. Battery fluid
41. Common recyclable
42. Woodsy Owl: “Give a 
hoot, don’t ___!”
45. Traveler’s aid, briefly
46. ___ & Perrins (sauce 
brand)
47. Angela Buchman winter 
forecast, maybe
50. Sam’s Club rival
51. Greeted informally
54. Macaroni shape
57. Throat ailment
59. “___ Misbehavin’”
61. Light bulb unit
63. Indiana Statehouse VIP
65. Food scrap
66. “As I see it,” in chatrooms
67. Ending for each of the 
puzzle’s Indiana counties

Answers on Page 26

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 09/30/2021

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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EVENTScalendar

SEPTEMBER
4-6, Saturday-Monday
44th Annual North Salem Old Fashioned Days
7 a.m., Pearl Street and State Road 75. Live music, vendors, 
food, tractor pulls and horse pulls. Smorgasbord breakfast 
at 7 a.m. Sept. 4 at the United Methodist Church on 
Main Street. Old Fashion Days Parade at 11 a.m. Sept. 4. 
northsalemoldfashiondays.com

4 Saturday
“Mayberry Man” Red Carpet Event
The Royal Theater, 59 S. Washington St., Danville. The 
Mayberry Car show from 1-5 p.m., followed by the  red carpet 
event at 7 p.m. Danville is sponsoring a Labor Day picnic on 
Sept. 5. mayberrymanmovie.com/home-z

4 Saturday
Wine Tasting with the Alpacas
1-4 p.m., Montrose Farms Alpaca Ranch, 3750 N. CR 950 E, 
Brownsburg. Hopwood Cellars will have wine samples and 
for sale by the glass and bottle. Bring a chair. Price: $20. 
montrosefarms.com

4 Saturday
Plantchella House Plant Swap
1-4 p.m., Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N, Avon. Bring plants, 
saplings, planters or seeds to swap. Park naturalist to 
teach about native plants. Registration required. Price: $5. 
washingtontwpparks.org/plantchella-house-plant-swap.html

4 Saturday
In the Gallery: Digital Photo Guild
All day, Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 1120 
Stafford Road. This month’s gallery features photography 
from members of the Digital Photo Guild through Sept. 30. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

6 Monday
Old Fashion Days Bike Tour 2021
7:15 a.m. check-in, 8:30 a.m., start, North Salem United 
Methodist Church, 104 W. Pearl St., North Salem. Route is 
a figure 8 course with 13- and 33-mile routes. Price: $30 
adults, $25 children 13-18 and free for children under 12. 
northsalemoldfashiondays.com

7 Tuesday
Glass Painting
3:15-4:15 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. Teens can trace and paint an image onto 
glass picture frames. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

9 Thursday
Pumpkin Spice Pottery
6-8 p.m., uPaint Pottery Studio, 1820 E. Main St., Plainfield. 
Class is instructor led. To-go kits available. Includes pottery, 
paints and supplies. $20, upaintpotterystudio.com

10-19, Daily
Sunflower Festival
9 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 12 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays,  
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Sundays and Monday-Thursday, Beasley’s 
Orchard, 2304 E. Main St., Danville. Explore 4 acres of 
sunflowers and pick a stem. $5, beasleys-orchard.com/
sunflower-festival

10 Friday
Music in Town Square
6-7 p.m., The Shops at Perry Crossing, 2499 Perry Crossing 
Way, Plainfield. Foxtrot Yankeez will perform a free 
concert. Bring a blanket or lawn chair.  facebook.com/
ShopPerryCrossing

11 Saturday
Remembering 20 Years: Sept. 11 Memorial
8:15 a.m., Sept. 11 Memorial of Service Plaza, Friendship 
Gardens, 850 S. Center St., Plainfield. Gather to remember 
those who have fallen as the result of the terrorist attacks on 
Sept. 11, 2001. facebook.com/TownOfPlainfieldIndiana

11 Saturday
Puppy Pool Party
10:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Splash Island, 651 Vestal Road, Plainfield. 
Dogs 30 pounds or less swim from 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. and 
big dogs from 12:30-2:30 p.m. Cost: $10 per dog. Proceeds 
benefit Hendricks County Humane Society. facebook.com/
PlainfieldParksandRec

11-12, Saturday-Sunday
Danville Tri Kappa Fair on the Square and Handmade 
Market
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, Hendricks 
County Courthouse Square, Danville. Includes more than 100 
booths, live entertainment, locally grown foods and more. 
discoverdowntowndanville.org/event/fair-on-the-square

14 Tuesday
Putting Your Garden to Bed for the Winter: Fall Chores
6:30-7:30 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. Learn the whats, whens and whys of 
closing a garden in the fall with Gold 3500 Master Gardener 
Colletta Kosiba. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

15 Wednesday
Fantastic Feathered Friends: Fall Bird Migration
6:30-7:30 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. Teens and adults learn which birds 
migrate for the winter and why they do it. plainfieldlibrary.
libnet.info

16 Thursday
Brownsburg Sertoma Golf Outing
11 a.m. registration, 12 p.m. shotgun start, West Chase Golf 
Club, 4 Hollaway Blvd., Brownsburg. Cost: $100/player or 
$400/team. Proceeds benefit Sheltering Wings. squareup.
com/store/brownsburgsertoma

The dos and don’ts 
of wine tastings

WINE By Luke Stephenson

Are you planning a trip to wine coun-
try or maybe just headed to a local winery to taste a 
few favorites? Wine tastings are meant to be fun and 
informative, whether you are tasting a $100 cab or 
a sweet creation from your favorite Indiana winery, 
here are a 
few things 
to keep in 
mind when 
visiting 
the tasting 
room. 

Above 
all, be 
open. 

When 
I get to a 
winery, 
I always 
ask the person working what the winery specializes 
in and which wine is that person’s favorite. Maybe 
you came for reds, but the worker loves one of their 
whites. Give it a go. Usually the favorite of the people 
working is a bit of a hidden gem on the list, and if the 
winery does have a specialty, why not try that? Even if 
it is a completely different style than you like, try it.

Be careful of what you say. Many times the person 
working works only in the tasting room, but you nev-
er know when a cellar worker, winemaker or owner 
may pop in to do some tastings. Insulting the wine is 
not only bad form but can truly hurt the people who 
have put loads of time and sweat to the product. 

Ask questions. 
When I worked in a tasting room I would always 

encourage questions. There isn’t a stupid question. 
Any good tasting room worker will know the answer, 
or frankly tell you they don’t know. 

While for some working in a tasting room is just an-
other job, for many they do it because they love wine, 
and specifically the wine they are selling. 

Finally, if at all possible, buy wine from the winery. 
While they certainly want you to pick up a bottle of 
their product the next time you’re shopping for wine 
close to home, they also make a better profit when 
you buy directly from them. That cuts out the middle-
man. Direct sales often aren’t much cheaper prices, 
but you’re showing great support to your favorite 
wineries buying at their tasting rooms.

Luke Stephenson, a Danville native, is a Certified 
Specialist of Wine and has a Wine & Spirit Education 
Trust (WSET) level 3. Luke has traveled extensively and 
lived in Marlborough, New Zealand, for a year working 
in a winery and tasting room. Currently Stephenson is 
the director of fine wine for Crown Liquors.

When I get to a winery, 
I always ask the person 

working what the 
winery specializes in 

and which wine is that 
person’s favorite. 
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Crossword clue 53 across:  
Behind the scenes with Ed Asner

EDITORIAL

Remember 9/11 and 
that true threat to 

our freedoms
When the planes hit the twin towers 

on a sunny Tuesday morning in 2001, no 
one was prepared. The horror that fol-
lowed was devastating to our concept 
of the United States and democracy. We 
were being attacked, and we weren’t 
ready emotionally.

For the next three days, focusing on 
anything but the shock was nearly im-
possible. Stories of heroism mixed with 
the raw facts kept trickling, as did our 
tears. We responded as a nation. We 
steeled our will to never forget. We iden-
tified the enemy and tried to ease our 
pain by lashing out.

Not since the attack on Pearl Har-
bor were our goals so aligned with our 
sense of justice and righteousness. We 
had been violated, and we were not go-
ing to sit back and take it.

We understood the costs of freedom 
and the will to avenge those who paid 
the price for our way of life. We were 
justified.

On the 20th anniversary of the worst 
attack on our soil, let us remember how 
it felt. Let us acknowledge that we have 
been blessed and protected since 9/11.

Let’s be clear: Wearing a mask or man-
dating a vaccine comes nowhere close 
to the violations we endured 20 years 
ago.

Nowhere.
The past 18 months have been a 

struggle in almost all facets of our lives 
— all without a bad guy to vilify. 

Unfortunately, we have turned to 
make science, government, teachers 
and doctors our enemies. School board 
members are receiving threats of harm 
for a gesture of caring to protect our 
kids. This is not a position on masks or 
vaccines or even freedoms vs. public 
health. This is a plea for civility.

Be respectful. Do what you can to 
protect each other.

Remember the true threat to freedom 
and what America stands for on the 
20th anniversary of that horrific day.

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you …

In Oregon a car door may not be open any 
longer than necessary.

STRANGE LAW

VIEWS
THUMBS UP

THUMBS DOWN

High school students who want 
to learn what it takes to run a 

parks department can join ACORN 
(Active Council on Recreation Needs) for 
the 2021-22 school year. Members will 
learn about careers through monthly 
hands-on experiences with Hendricks 
County Parks & Recreation staff. For 
more information and to apply, go to   
hendrickscountyparks.org/programs/
acorn

The Indiana Department of 
Transportation installed a new 

light at the intersection of U.S. 36 and 
CR 300 E west of Avon and east of 
Danville. Crews activated the signal Aug. 
18. 

The Well Community Center 
delayed reopening its free play 

area due to the rise in COVID-19 cases. 
The organization is taking reservations 
for private family gatherings up to 12 
people. 

Vandals broke a car window and 
stole a purse from Brownsburg 

High School parking lot during a 
weekend event. 

Fair on the Square running races 
are looking for volunteers along 

the courses. Register at raceroster.com/
events/2021/36591/2021-fair-on-the-
square-marathon-half-marathon-and-
5k/volunteer

 The Brownsburg Education 
Foundation is taking nomina-

tions for the BHS the Alumni Hall of 
Fame until Oct. 1. Nominate BHS grads 
at bit.ly/2lTTnE4

Letters to the editor policy: The ICON will consider verifiable letters of up to 150 words. 
Letters must be thoroughly vetted prior to submission. The ICON retains the right to reject 
and return any letter it deems to carry unsubstantiated content. The ICON also retains the 
right to edit letters but not their intent. Send letters to connie@icontimes.com. Writers 
must include a hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. Guest columns: 
policy for guest columns is the same as the aforementioned, but the allowable length is 240 
words. Guest columns should address the whole of ICON’s readership, not simply special in-
terest groups, and may not in any way contain a commercial message. 

By Dick Wolfsie

Ed Asner, probably best known as Lou 
Grant on “The Mary Tyler Moore Show,” has 
passed away. I had the pleasure of doing an 
interview with him in the early ’90s when 
I was hosting a morning talk show here in 
Indy. Here’s a behind-the-scenes story.

Prior to boarding a plane to return home 
from New York where I had been visiting 
family, I received a call from one of my pro-
ducers informing me that the next morn-
ing I had a 20-minute one-on-one with this 
two-time Emmy Award winner. 

Being a local talk show host, interviewing 
a celebrity is in some ways a more difficult 
job than it is for a Fallon or a Colbert. This is 
not to diminish their skills, but often the first 
question posed by a network interviewer 
has been carefully planned. 

When you host a local talk show, you don’t 
have the luxury of having a celebrity guest 
pre-interviewed, so you can’t depend on an 
open-ended question to unleash an awe-
some story filled with humor or suspense.

Back to the plane. I was already a nervous 
wreck about the next day’s interview. This 
guy was a hero of mine, one of the few ac-
tors in Hollywood who made a name for 
himself in both drama and comedy. He’d 
be showing up at the studio (inside Union 
Station), jump out of his limo and walk cold 
onto the set. Again, no pre-interview.

I needed an opening question or obser-
vation that would make him like and trust 
me. Sitting on the plane sipping a cup of 
coffee and needing a distraction, I flipped 
through the New York Times magazine sec-
tion and turned to the crossword puzzle, 

often considered the ultimate in these types 
of brainteasers. I took out my No. 2 pencil 
and scanned the clues looking for a surefire 
start to begin the solving process. I read 53 
across: MARY TYLER MOORE’S BOSS, ED _ _ 
_ _ _. 

And so there it was. Or was it? I could 
start the interview by revealing to Mr. Asner 
that he was in the New York Times Cross-
word. This might have yielded several pos-
sible responses from him, but I feared either:

1. Big deal, that’s like the 12th time that 
has happened

2. Yes (yawn), you are the 10th person to-
day to tell me.

The next morning I took a big chance. Be-
fore I asked a single question, I handed Mr. 
Asner the magazine and suggested he look 
at 53 across. And I held my breath.

A little perplexed, he put on his specs and 
peered at the page. Suddenly, his face lit up, 
he made a double fist pump and said: “I’ve 
been waiting for this my whole career. You 
made my day.” 

Mr. Asner had made mine as well. What 
followed was one of the best celebrity talk 
segments I had ever done.

So why does the first question make such 
a difference in an interview? At the time, I 
wasn’t 100% sure, but I had a clue.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“Even the smallest act 
of service, the simplest 

act of kindness, is a 
way to honor those we 
lost, a way to reclaim 

that spirit of unity that 
followed 9/11.” 

– President Barack Obama 

QUOTE
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By Dr. Roger Gandionco

Ragweed, mold and 
dust mites — what do these three things 
have in common? They are the main con-
tributors to fall seasonal allergies. With the 
fall season approaching, here’s what you 
need to know and keep in your seasonal al-
lergy toolkit. 

Invest in a dehumidifier.
Mold and dust mites form in areas with 

high humidity and are common triggers for 
allergies. A dehumidifier removes moisture 
from the air, making it difficult for mold 
growth or dust mites to form inside your 
home. The Asthma and Allergy Foundation 
of America suggests keeping humidity lev-
els below 50%.

Close your windows.
Along with mold and dust mites, pollen 

is also one of the most common seasonal 
allergies. When we leave our windows open 
for an extended period of time, pollen can 
blow inside our homes. Closing your win-
dows and using central air conditioning 
with a certified filter attachment will help 
keep pollen outside where it belongs and 
reduce allergic reactions and will also help 
trap mold spores from your entire home 
and reduce your exposure. 

Have allergy medications handy.
One of the easiest and most effective 

steps to treat seasonal allergies is taking 
medication for them. Many over-the-coun-
ter allergy medications are effective and 
long lasting. Be sure to take the medication 
as instructed. If your allergy symptoms con-
tinue or worsen after a couple of weeks, talk 
with your doctor about a potential treat-
ment plan. 

Gear up before heading outside.
Along with protecting yourself from al-

lergies inside your home, you’ll also want 
to protect yourself outside of it. Wearing 
eyeglasses or sunglasses can help protect 
your eyes and reduce irritation caused by 
airborne allergens. 

Take an allergy test.
Talk with your primary care provider 

about allergy testing. Allergy testing will al-
low you to know exactly what you’re allergic 
to and develop a specific prevention and 
treatment plan.  

Use these tools to combat fall allergies
WELLNESS

Dr. Roger Gandionco is a family medicine 
physician at IU Health Physicians Family 
Medicine in Avon.  To learn more or 
schedule an appointment, call (317) 
272-4920. 

Hendricks County Conversations
with Rick Myers and Gus Pearcy

Our guest:
Brad DuBois 
President/CEO 

Plainfield Chamber of Commerce

Friday, September 3  •  3 p.m.
myhcicon.com
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When in drought  
water your garden

LIFESTYLE

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

With all the rainfall we 
enjoyed this past spring into mid-summer, 
I really thought we were going to make it 
through the summer without a serious dry 
spell. Wrong! 

At this writing, we are in the seventh 
week of hot, dry weather. Officially, we are 
approaching drought conditions, which 
have been an annual occurrence for the 
past decade. The abundant earlier rainfall 
resulted in lush growth that can’t be sup-
ported now that nature’s water supply has 
ceased, and plants are stressed.

Many people assume that their lawn irri-
gation system will provide enough water for 
shrubs and trees. Unless there are designat-
ed zones that more heavily water plantings 
of perennials, shrubs and trees, these plants 
will need supplemental watering to stay 
healthy and prosper. 

Perennials, shrubs and trees that are suf-
fering from lack of water this time of the 
year will show both immediate and long-
term stress symptoms. Wilting and brown-
ing leaves, prematurely fading blooms, buds 
that stop developing, dieback and even 
death will show first in any that are recently 
planted or in full sun in poor soil. 

It’s especially disappointing to see the 
beautiful white blooms of panicle hydran-
geas, now in their full summer glory, turn an 
ugly brown from lack of water instead of the 

beautiful shades of pink that last for weeks 
into fall. (See photos)

To keep your landscaping and gardens 
in good condition until the rains return, 
provide supplemental water. If you use a 
sprinkler, set out a can or jar and water until 
there is a full inch of water collected. That 
way, watering once a week should be ad-
equate. 

Hand-watering smaller plants should be 
more than a sprinkle to provide enough wa-
ter to soak in deep enough to moisten the 
entire root system. Larger shrubs or small 
trees can be watered well by setting a hose 
at the base and running steadily for 15 to 20 
minutes. More mature trees, often mistak-
enly thought to be tough enough to survive 
drought, should have their root systems 
(which extend out to the drip line) soaked 
once a week using a sprinkler.

Attention to watering plants is just like 
attention to keeping oil in your car’s engine. 
It’s a simple but vital requirement that can’t 
be ignored. 

Happy Gardening!

(Above) White blooms of panicle hydrangeas 
turning brown shows a lack of water. (Right) Well-
watered hydrangeas should bloom beautiful shades 
of pink that last for weeks into fall. (Photo by John 
Chapin)

SERVICES
• Tree removal • Tree removal 
• Tree trimming• Tree trimming
• Stump grinding • Stump grinding 
• Lot clearing• Lot clearing
• Deadwooding• Deadwooding
• Topping• Topping

CALL TODAY!  (317) 524-9100

FULLY INSURED

Nick’s Tree Nick’s Tree 
ServiceService

• Bucket truck• Bucket truck
• Chippers • Chippers 
• Climbers • Climbers 
• Specialty lifts• Specialty lifts

EQUIPMENT 
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Use prayer to find strength in weakness 

DEVOTIONAL
By Rick Adkins

Most of us remem-
ber our first spiritual exercise as we were 
taught to pray. It was probably a “now I lay 
me down to sleep” prayer or a “God is great, 
God is good, let us thank him for our food” 
prayer. That is a great place to start.

As we mature in our prayer life, it might 
seem like God could be saying “yes,” “no” or 
“not now.”  The “yes” we relished because 
we think it meant he heard our prayer and 
granted our plea. 

The “not now” still left us some hope that 
a “yes” might be coming our way down the 
road. 

The “no” was (and is) a much tougher 
pill to swallow. It lends itself to asking the 
“why” questions: Why didn’t God give me 
what I asked for? Why doesn’t God love me 
enough to allow me this request? 

Any of those scenarios can take us down 
a very dark spiritual path if we don’t under-
stand the reason for God’s “no” answer. 

First and foremost, God’s ways are far 

superior to ours and always perfect. Any-
thing less than that makes him everything 
less than that. In other words, he wouldn’t 
be God.

A careful study of Paul’s great thorn in 
the flesh prayer of 2 Corinthians 12 reveals 
some very productive truths. The bottom 
line is this: The aged apostle Paul real-
ized that the strength and power of Christ 
stepped into the picture when his pride and 
self reliance stepped out. 

The next time you lay it all out before the 
Lord and the answer seems to be a devas-
tating no, step back and watch God show 
up. There is strength in weakness.

Rick Adkins is the pastor of New 
Winchester Christian Church in Danville. 
Visit the church website at nwcchurch.life.

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2021 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-21.

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: ALUMINUM, CARDBOARD, GLASS, PAPER, PLASTIC, STEEL; Coun-
tries: DENMARK, FINLAND, ICELAND, NORWAY, SWEDEN; Days: MONDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY, THURSDAY; 
Shows: PHYSICAL, SEE, TED LASSO; Quarterbacks: EASON, EHLINGER; Festival: INDYFRINGE

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 21

B E N T O N F U L T O N
M A R I N A O N E O N E
W R A T H S B R O I L S

L O A M I N L E T S
G A V E L E S P S A L E
E L I D I S P E L V E X
L A M A S S E E G E S T

H A M I L T O N
A S P I C A L E U G L I
C O O E C H O E S P E C
I D L E O S U A S S A Y

D A L L A S T W I T
C U B I T S A D R O I T
A T O N C E T H E R M O
N E W T O N T I P T O N

1 5 8 3 7 2 4 9 6
4 6 2 8 5 9 1 3 7
9 3 7 1 6 4 5 2 8
5 8 9 4 2 7 3 6 1
6 2 1 5 3 8 7 4 9
3 7 4 6 9 1 2 8 5
8 1 6 7 4 3 9 5 2
2 4 5 9 1 6 8 7 3
7 9 3 2 8 5 6 1 4
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REVOLUTIONIZING HISTORY
Wilson leads nonprofit geared at promoting American patriotism, preservation and education

By Cathy Myers

Carey Wilson has participated in the National Society 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution since 2013 
and is the current Chapter Regent of the Wa-Pe-Ke-Way 
Chapter, NSDAR. 

The nonprofit, non-political organization is a volunteer 
women’s service organization dedicated to promoting 

patriotism, preserving American history and securing 
America’s future through better education. 

She lives in Brownsburg with her husband John. They 
have two sons ages 22 and 19 and one daughter who is 
25. Wilson has a bachelor’s degree in English from Ander-
son University and is the membership data manager at 
National Association of Charitable Gift Planners. 

One way the DAR encourages history preservation is 

by commemorating Constitution Week Sept. 17-23, a 
celebration started by the nonprofit in 1955 when they 
petitioned Congress to observe this important American 
document and President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed it 
into law Aug. 2, 1956. For more information visit dar.org/
national-society/education/constitution-week.

For her work and volunteerism, Wilson is the Septem-
ber ICON of the Month. 

What do you consider your greatest virtue? Humility. I 
can’t believe I’m in the paper — so many more deserv-
ing individuals.

What do you most deplore in others? I don’t re-
ally look at people that way. Everyone has good 
and bad, including me.

What do you like most about living in Hen-
dricks County? I like the small community. 

If you had to live elsewhere than in 
Hendricks County, where would it be? 
We would love to have a lake cabin on 
Kentucky Lake.

If you could begin life over, what 
would you change? I would be a stay 
at home mom. I was for my third child, 
but I would have liked to have been 
home with the first two as well.

If money were no issue, how 
would you spend it? Travel 
and significant philanthropic 
donations

What makes you happiest? 
I really enjoy hanging out 
with my family. All of our 
siblings and both sets of 
parents live here in Hen-
dricks County and Boone 
County. 

What is your favorite 
vacation spot? I love 
vacationing at the beach, 
really any beach.

What do you do with idle 
time? I am a knitter and reader.

What is it that makes you an-
gry? Inconsistency between 
what people say and their ac-
tions.

What do you do to escape from 
reality? I either sleep or wear 
headphones and play music while I 
exercise.

What or who is the greatest love of your 
life? My husband, John — we were high 

school sweethearts and have been married 29 years this De-
cember.

Which living person in Hendricks County do you 
most admire? My parents, definitely

What is the quality you most like in a man? I seem 
to be a bit old school — provider, protector.

What is the quality you most like in a woman? 
Real and honest, don’t pretend

What is your greatest extravagance? Being 
able to go on vacation

What are your fears, phobias? The nor-
mal mom fears about her kids  — not 
finding their place, getting hurt, mak-
ing life-changing mistakes

What has been the happiest time of 
your life? I would have to say right now. 

Even though the world is crazy, I am 
watching my three children come 
into their own lives. It’s really a won-
der to watch.

Which talent would you most like 
to possess? I wish that I had 

more talent with cooking and 
baking. 

What do you most value in 
your friends? We can have gaps 
of time go by, but when we are 

together no time has passed.

Which historical figure 
do you most identify 
with? I have no idea who 

that would be. I would 
probably say all of the 
women who came be-
fore me.

What is your greatest re-
gret? Maybe make some more 

sound financial decisions earlier in 
adulthood

What tenet do you live by? John 
3:16  — For God so loved the world, 

that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life.

ICON of the MonthCOMMUNITY
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13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE
70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509

www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available

End of Summer Sale Going on Now!
20% OFF SALE PRICE

Choose Outdoor Comfort That fits Your Lifestyle!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

Large Selection of Inventory!
Buy it today... have it tomorrow!


