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Plainfield Town Council approves purchase of fire, police 
vehicles; designates economic revitalization area

The Plainfield Town Council met Aug. 9 for a 
regular council meeting.

The council approved a resolu-
tion designating an economic 
revitalization aea and qualifying 
certain property and improve-
ments for tax abatement as it 
relates to Duke Realty Limited 
Partnership. The 10-year tax 
abatement deduction will be al-
lowed with respect to redevelop-
ment or rehabilitation occurring 
in this economic revitalization area relating to 
$10.192 million of redevelopment and improve-
ments. This property is in AllPoints Midwest Busi-
ness Park, Lot 10, and contains approximately 75 
acres.

The council also approved the purchase and 
preorder of police and fire vehi-
cles, funded by the 2022 budget. 
The town will purchase a 2021 
Chevrolet Silverado for $32,269 as 
well as preorder vehicles for the 
police department through the 
2022 police department vehicles 
replacement plan. It will also pre-
order a 2022 100-foot E-One Lad-
der Truck from Fire Service Inc. 
for no more than $1.2 million and 

preorder vehicles in accordance with the 2021-22 
fire department replacement schedule.
Read more at: myhcicon.com/plainfield-town-

council-august-9-recap

Developments and abatements monopolize 
Brownsburg council meeting

The Brownsburg Town Council met Aug. 12 for 
a regular meeting. 

Council approved a resolution for a 10-year tax 
abatement for a spec building at East U.S. 136 and 
County Road 900 E. Holladay Properties is looking 
to build a 50,000-100,000 square foot spec build-
ing with an estimated investment of $7 million 
expected to create 50 jobs with an average wage 
of $15-$19 an hour. 

The council formally supported the plan com-
mission action concerning a conditional rezone 
and variance on the Garner property at county 
roads 800 E and 700 N.

Developer Platinum Properties is looking for an 
indication that the town will allow the rezoning 
and variance before requesting annexation. The 

project calls for 61 homes to be built on 38 acres. 
The variance is to slightly decrease the lot size 
for the homes in order to preserve trees on the 
property. The Brownsburg Area Plan Commission 
approved the plan unanimously. The developer 
must apply for annexation approval next.

Read more at: myhcicon.com/brownsburg-
town-council-aug-12

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 
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HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville
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Relentlessly
Dedicated
to Safety
The safety of our patients has always been our 
number-one priority. That’s why Hendricks Regional 
Health is proud to have earned an “A” rating from 
Leapfrog – the gold standard for evaluating a hospital’s 
safety. Whether you’re coming in for surgery, a screening, 
a wellness visit or any other reason, we are relentlessly 
dedicated to delivering the highest-quality care possible. 

Whenever you need us, Hendricks Regional Health is 
here for you. Find care now at ThisIsHendricks.org. Tiffany, RN

COMMUNITY

Hendricks Regional Health 
updates visitor guidelines

As of Aug. 9, Hendricks Regional Health 
announced that in accordance with CDC 
guidelines, all patients and visitors age 2 
and up, including fully vaccinated people, 
must wear a mask in any Hendricks Regional 
Health facility. 

Visitors ages 14 and older are permitted in 
the ICU, enMotion Recovery Care, Childcare 
Center, Medical and Surgery Unit daily from 8 
a.m.-8 p.m. Two visitors are allowed and must 
be the same two people each day (interpret-
ers are not included in the limit). 

In the pediatric unit, visitation is open for 
parents/guardians and other visitors when 
medically appropriate. 

One visitor is allowed in the emergency 
department, outpatient areas and physicians 
offices unless the patient is a minor, then two 
are permitted.

COVID-positive visitors are not allowed. 
For more information, visit hendricks.org/

visiting-hours.

ICONICbriefAvon Town Council adds maternity section 
to handbook, discusses remote meetings

Compiled by Nicole Davis

The Avon Town Council met Aug. 12 at Avon Town Hall. The meeting can be viewed on the town’s Facebook page and YouTube. 
The next scheduled meeting is 7 p.m. Aug. 26, 6570 E. U.S. 36. The ICON will report on this meeting in the next issue.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved the final reading of an ordinance that amended the employee handbook.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council introduced an ordinance amending rules for buried utilities.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved an ordinance amending rules and procedures for remote meeting participation.

WHAT IT MEANS: In 2021 the U.S. Congress adopted the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act, and the Indiana legislature adopted 
the House Enrolled Act 1309, both imposing employers obligations relating to pregnancy. Avon is changing its policy in the 
employee handbook to coincide with this change in legislation. The new Pregnancy and Childbirth Accommodation Policy 
states that the town will not discipline or terminate an employee due to pregnancy, will keep confidential files documenting 
accommodation requests and more.

WHAT IT MEANS: Indiana legislature passed House Enrolled Act 1164 that limits the town’s ability to designate underground 
and buried utility districts and impose maximum height and separation standards for wireless support structures. The Town of 
Avon code needed to be updated to comply with this legislation.

WHAT IT MEANS: This update also coincides with recent Indiana state legislature changes. House Enrolled Act 1437 allows 
members to electronically participate in meetings subject to certain limitations. Once this ordinance passes, town council 
members may participate in meetings remotely, as long as there’s a quorum present in the room, they can be heard by others 
in the meeting and that meeting is streamed to the public. Town council members can participate electronically for up to two 
consecutive meetings, not to exceed 15% of meetings per year. Everyone has to meet in person for these exceptions: to adopt a 
budget, initiate a referendum, establish or increase a fee or tax, exercise the right of eminent domain and others. 
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Plainfield council to vote 
on economic revitalization 

areas, rezone for new homes
Compiled by Nicole Davis

The Plainfield Town Council met Aug. 23 for a regular council meeting in-person and 
online. The council meets at 6 p.m. for a work session and 7 p.m. for a council meeting on 
the second and fourth Mondays each month at 591 Moon Road. Agendas and meeting 
minutes can be found at townofplainfield.com. The next meeting is scheduled for Sept. 13.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council passed a resolution determining that qualifications 
have been met for an economic revitalization area and approving property tax 
abatement regarding Duke Realty

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved two resolutions, preliminarily 
designating economic revitalization areas and qualifying personal property and 
improvements for tax abatements, regarding Genuine Parts Co.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved three ordinances rezoning properties 
in the town including Hall Business Planned Unit Development, Trescott R-3 and 
Trescott R-4. 

WHAT IT MEANS: This tax abatement will exist for 10 years. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Resolution 2021-50 states that this designation would last six years, 
relating to $30 million of personal property investment at 1601 Whitaker Road in Airwest 
Business Park. Resolution 2021-52 states that this designation will last 10 years, relating 
to $26 million of redevelopment or rehabilitation at the same address. Hearings for these 
resolutions is 7 p.m. Sept. 13. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Hall Business PUD includes 18.5 acres at 6448 and 6450 S. CR 675 
E, would be rezoned from agricultural to the Hall Business PUD district classification. 
Ordinance 26 includes about 55.675 acres that would be rezoned to R-3 medium density 
residential classification. Ordinance 27 includes about 111.495 acres that would be rezoned 
to R-4 medium density residential. This land includes parcels along Hadley Road and County 
Road 700 S to the north and south, and County Road 600 E and County Road 675 E to the 
east and west. The maximum number of single family lots in the R-3 area is 131 lots, and the 
maximum within the R-4 area is 251 lots.

804 East Main Street  •  Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer.  Coupon has no value.  Expires 09/30/2021.

Ce
le

br
at

ing

 47 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean  
and staff go above and beyond to make sure the customer  

is always happy. If you are looking for a honest and 
dependable place for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiffany P.

AC/EVAC &  
RECHARGE 

SPECIAL

$$898999 99 
(Normally $129.99)

With coupons only. Most cars.  
Not valid with any other offers. Exp 9/30/21

CODE:  ICON 

FALL OIL CHANGE 
SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change 
Synthetic Blind Motor Oil Only

$$20202020
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax.  Most cars and light trucks  

up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off filters. With coupon. Not valid with any 
other offers. Canister filters extra if required. Exp 9/30/21

CODE: ICON  *offer not good for synthetic oil change

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com  
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  09/30/2021.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 09/30/2021.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

“The Community Foundation cultivates the best
of what we have to offer one another as a 
community. It helps amplify and organize the 
goodwill of individuals into a more impactful, 
unified resource. I love contributing to that
vision and impact.”

-Bradley Riley-Bradley Riley

ICONography
Hendricks County Museum dancing 

fundraiser back in full swing

Melanie Nichols, 
fitness instructor 
at the Plainfield 
Rec Center, 
dances the 
Rumba with her 
instructor Jamis 
Wadsworth-Carr 
to “Ring My 
Bell” by Anita 
Ward. Nichols 
was voted Best 
Dancer by the 
judges and 
People’s Choice 
runner-up.  
(Photos by Jaden 
Whiteman)

Suzanne Shafer, 
Republic Airways 
flight attendant 
and owner of 
Shafer’s Collision, 
dances the 
Hustle with her 
instructor Jamis 
Wadsworth-Carr 
to “Hot Stuff” by 
Donna Summer 
and Kygo. Shafer 
was voted Best 
Dancer runner-
up by the judges.

John Unison, 
Internal Medicine 
and Pediatrics 
physician for 
Hendricks 
Regional Health, 
dances the 
Tango with his 
instructor Katie 
Toth to “It’s My 
Life” by Bon Jovi. 

By Deanna Hindsley

Dancing With the 
Hendricks County Stars 
brought out over 400 
people to the sixth event 
Aug. 21, and guests were 
excited to see their favorite 
dancers perform. As 
requested on the invite, 
many were dressed in the 
style of the Roaring ‘20s, 
the theme for the event.

“What a fun evening 
this was,” said event 
coordinator Deanna 
Hindsley. “Our committee 
has worked many hours to 
bring this together, actually 
beginning in October 2019, 
when we thought it would 
occur in 2020.

“Dancers put in hours 
upon hours of instruction 
as provided by Arthur 
Murray Dance Studio in 
Avon, and they all did a 
marvelous performance 
providing fun for the 
audience.”

The event raised 
$50,000 for the Hendricks 
County Museum.

“What a pleasure it 
is to be able to have an 
incredibly fun event that 
supports the history of our 
county in the Hendricks 
County Historical Museum,” 
said Pat Baldwin, museum 
board president.  “We are 
grateful to the dancers, 
guests, community and 
workers for the success of 
this event.”

Award winners for the 
evening included: 

• Best Dancer — 
Melanie Nichols

• Best Dancer Runner-
up — Suzanne Shafer

• People’s Choice — 
John Unison

• People’s Choice 
Runner-up — Melanie 
Nichols
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By Gus Pearcy

In what many colleagues are calling a “textbook” passage, 
state representative Greg Steuerwald has succeeded in 
passing law enforcement reforms that stand to revolution-
ize public safety in House Bill 1006.

In an Aug. 16 ceremonial bill signing at the Indiana Law 
Enforcement Academy in Plainfield, Gov. Eric Holcomb said 
the legislation was a “critically important step” for law en-
forcement.

“This is another example of Indiana setting the standard,” 
Holcomb told the contingent assembled in Plainfield. “A lot 
of other states are looking toward Indiana asking, ‘How did 
you do this, during a time like that?’”

In addition to required de-escalation training, the bill also 
creates a path to decertify an officer who commits mis-
conduct. It criminalizes the act of officers turning off body 
cameras, requires agencies hiring an officer to request the 
officer’s employment record and defines and prohibits the 
use of a chokehold in certain circumstances.

In the first edition of “Hendricks County Conversations 
with Rick Myers and Gus Pearcy,” the Dist. 40 representative 
explained what the bill does and how he built consensus to 
get it passed in the wake of the death of George Floyd while 
in Minneapolis Police custody in May 2020.

Beginning in summer of that year, Steuerwald saw a need 
for what he calls a “law enforcement enhancement” bill. Then 
he began to build consensus by collaborating with the Indi-
ana Sheriffs’ Association, the Indiana Association of Chiefs of 
Police, the Indiana State Police and the ISP Alliance.

“I asked them, ‘What can we do in the Indiana General 
Assembly to enhance their ability to provide safety for the 
public?’” Steuerwald said back in February. “We gleaned 
down to the three major topics.”

First was training. Steuerwald found the academy had not 
really been updated since the site was built in the 1970s. 
Two years ago a study was done on upgrades. HB 1006 bud-
geted $70 million to modernize the facility and upgrade the 
training. The additions include a new and expanded emer-
gency vehicle operation track with a fake town for scenario-
based training, a new rifle range, updated classrooms, a new 
athletics and contact training facility and an aquatic training 
facility.

“Everyone agrees that (law enforcement) profession is 
at a crossroads,” Indiana State Police Superintendent Doug 
Carter said in his remarks at ILEA during the signing. “Sce-
nario-based training is going to be critical going forward.”

The bill also will offer funds to the few police 

departments who do not have body cameras. It also makes 
it a misdemeanor offense should an officer turn off his body 
camera.

“Everybody agrees it’s just a search for the truth,” Steuer-
wald said. “Car and body cams aid that dramatically.”

Arguably, the linchpin of the legislation was against wan-
dering officers. 

“The Indiana Law Enforcement Academy also certifies 
officers here in Indiana,” Steuerwald said in the podcast. 
“We also put in statute — again with law enforcement sup-
port — if an officer gets disciplinary action against him and 
he wants to resign, he can still do that, obviously, but the 
process still continues and is sent to ILEA for a hearing on 
whether or not to decertify him.”

The law requires agencies to obtain an employment his-
tory before they can hire an officer. It is designed to ensure 
officers do not keep going from department to department 
after committing bad acts. It requires the officer’s previous 
employer to give the prospective employer the complete 
file on the officer all the way to his first day on the job. There 
are no date limitations.

“We even went so far as to say any agreement or any con-
tract contrary to that policy would be void,” Steuerwald said.

Finally, Steuerwald initiated discussions with the Indiana 
Black Legislative Caucus for additional input. Indianapo-
lis Democratic Representative Robin Shackleford became 
the bill’s co-author. She too was present in Plainfield for the 

ceremonial signing and said the new law was a result of 
many voices and supporters.

“House Bill 1006 has definitely changed our Indiana crimi-
nal justice system forever,” she said in her remarks. “And as 
we move forward, I would like you to know that this is just 
one step in the Indiana Black Legislative Caucus’ pursuit for 
full reform of our justice system.

“I’m glad that Gov. Holcomb, Representative Steuerwald, 
leaders of the House and Senate and my colleagues in the 
General Assembly agree that something had to change,” she 
added.

In his remarks, Steuerwald said it was a great day for In-
diana.

“As we show the nation that we can take a delicate, sensi-
tive and potentially divisive issue and work on it and pass 
truly historic legislation in a bipartisan fashion,” he said.

The bill was supported by Republicans and Democrats, 
and Steuerwald told the crowd that in all the committee 
votes and the House vote there weren’t any negative votes.

The bill was actually signed by Holcomb in April. This was 
a ceremonial signing in front of law enforcement and cadets 
from the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy.

ON THE COVER:  Indiana State Rep. Greg Steuerwald speaks Aug. 16 
during the ceremonial signing of House Bill 1006 at the Indiana Law 
Enforcement Academy in Plainfield. (Photo by Gus Pearcy)

Danville’s Greg Steuerwald 
builds immense consensus for 

police in an age of distrust

Gov. Eric Holcomb (center) signs legislation into law Aug. 16 at the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy in Plainfield surrounded by sponsors and co-
authors, including state Rep. Jeff Thompson (R-Lizton) and state Rep. Greg Steuerwald (R-Avon) (sitting, right). (Photo by Gus Pearcy)
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By Lindsay Doty

Hospital staff members at Indiana University Health West Hospital 
held a ribbon cutting on Aug. 12 to commemorate the new Post Anes-
thesia Care Unit (PACU), the final patient care area to open in the hos-
pital’s $84 million vertical expansion. 

The new space allows team members to meet the needs of patients 
receiving inpatient and outpatient surgical care.

“The new space will allow us to meet the needs of the surgical pa-
tients in our community by ensuring we have the capacity to provide 
timely surgical intervention,” said Michelle Strahl, manager of clinical 
operations at IU Health West Hospital. “It really is an exciting accom-
plishment for our team and patients.”

The new space allows the hospital to open two additional operating 
room suites and space for additional pre and post-operation rooms, 
bringing the total to nine PACU bays and 20 pre and post rooms. 

The expansion has added an additional 48 inpatient beds, a cath-
eterization lab, two operating rooms, an inpatient dialysis unit, a new 
space for inpatient pharmacy, a new kitchen and classroom areas and 
additional parking. 

“This project is the culmination of a lot of work by a vast number of 
dedicated individuals including architects, contractors, subcontractors, 
health professionals and members of the IU Health team,” said Paul 
Ivkovich, vice president of operations. “As this project approaches the 
finish line there are feelings of great joy and happiness by the occu-
pants of the new sections of the hospital and their ability to move into 
the new spaces. There is a feeling of satisfaction on having completed 
this monumental task.”

IU Health West Hospital in Avon opens new patient care 
area in $84 million expansion

Team members at IU Health West Hospital  in Avon cut the ribbon on Aug. 12 to mark the opening of the hospital’s new patient care 
area. (Photo provided by IU Health West Hospital)
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By Lindsay Doty

Whether they’re studying to become 
nurses or want to own their own construc-
tion companies one day, local high school 
students participating in the Area 31 Career 
Center are working towards their future. 

The training center located in Indianapo-
lis provides technical and career classes to 
more than 1,500 local students from area 
high schools including Avon (204), Browns-
burg (134), Cascade (28), Danville (65), Plain-
field (112) and Tri-West (33). 

They train and prepare high school ju-
niors and seniors for jobs in more than 30 
areas ranging from cybersecurity to car re-
pair with hands-on experience. 

Area 31 students attend career prepara-
tion classes for half-days. The other half is 
spent at their home high schools.

To celebrate this year’s program partici-
pants, Area 31 Career Center will host a Part-
nership Day celebration on Sept. 3 at the 
Ben Davis High School campus. 

Students can enjoy food trucks, games 
and chat with more than 100 organizations 
about future jobs and opportunities. 

“On this day, students representing every 
high school in Hendricks County, among 
others, will have the opportunity to engage 
college, career, military and community orga-
nizations and they prepare to make informed 
decisions about which college and career 
opportunities they would like to pursue,” 

By Lindsay Doty

Meals on Wheels of Hendricks County will 
host its first car show on Oct. 3 in the Rural 
King parking lot in Avon. It’s a chance for 
guests to check out a mix of cool cars and 
vintage rides and have fun in their commu-
nity. 

The show will also include a kid zone, 
contests, local vendors and food. 

“We are really excited to host this event,” 
said Renee Harlor, senior program coordina-
tor of Meals on Wheels. “It gives us the op-
portunity to involve our clients, volunteers 
and the community in something that is fun 
and that benefits those we serve.”

Organizers say those who would like to 
showcase their cars or become vendors 
should head to HCMealsonWheels.org/
events.

Meals on Wheels delivers healthy hot 
meals to homebound residents in Hendricks 
County.

A team of registered dietitians at Hen-
dricks Regional Health plan and prepare 
the food, and a team of more than 130 

COMMUNITY

We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  
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Area 31 celebrates Hendricks County students  
working towards job readiness

Meals on Wheels of Hendricks County to host first car show

(Photo provided by the Town of Plainfield)

4545
Pamela Porter was recognized at the 

Aug. 9 Plainfield Town Council meeting 
with a proclamation for 45 years of ser-
vice to the Town of Plainfield.

Porter has held many public safety 
roles for the town and the Hendricks 
County Communications Center since 
January 1976, including Plainfield Po-
lice Department records clerk, police 
dispatcher, fire dispatcher, public safety 
dispatch supervisor and quality assur-
ance manager.

“Porter has adapted with the growth 
of the community, helping with the 
transition of a town-wide dispatch cen-
ter to a county-wide operated dispatch 
center and Pam has left her footprint 
on the overall public safety of the entire 
Hendricks County community,” the town 
posted on social media.

Two Area 31 high school students work through a nursing scenario as part of a hands-on training class at 
the center in 2019. (Photo provided by Area 31)

explains Patrick Biggerstaff, director of career 
and technical education for Area 31. 

“Area 31 graduates have used their ex-
perience to develop professional networks, 
to establish a professional resume and to 
gain employment in fields such as aviation 
construction, cybersecurity, machining and 
healthcare. 

Vintage cars like this one will be on display at the 
inaugural car show hosted by Meals on Wheels of 
Hendricks County on Oct. 3. (Photo provided by Meals 
on Wheels)

Meals on Wheels of 
Hendricks County Car Show
When: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Oct. 3
Where: Rural King parking lot, 7508 
Beechwood Centre Road, Avon.
Cost: Free 
HCMealsonWheels.org/events
For information about becoming 
a client or volunteer, call Renee 
Harlor at (317) 745-3469.

Students will meet on the campus of Ben 
Davis High School for the festival.

“It is a lot of fun and a nice celebration of 
students working toward college credits, in-
dustry certifications and work-based learn-
ing experiences,” Biggerstaff said. 

For more information about Area 31 pro-
grams, head to area31careercenter.com. 

volunteers handles deliveries. 
The organization serves between 110-130 

hot meals per day, every Monday through 
Friday.

Clients pay for weekly or daily meal ser-
vice and must apply with a doctor’s diet 
order. 

The nonprofit also provides wellness 
checks and complimentary pet food and 
human connection programs. 
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

UP-STATE OF MINDNotables
Compiled by Mike Beas

The Plainfield football team 
won its season opener, defeating 
Greenfield-Central, 21-14. Freshman 
quarterback Carsen Melvin 
completed 15 of 20 pass attempts 
for 276 yards and two touchdowns, 
his top receiver being junior Noah 
Hessong with nine grabs for 115 
yards. Senior Cael Vanderbush 
finished with three catches for 
128 yards and a touchdown. The 
Quakers’ leading ball carrier was 
senior Juan Nieto III with 23 
attempts for 75 yards and a score.

Defensively, Quakers senior 
linebacker Tucker Kane supplied 
13 tackles to lead the way with 
Mason Sheets adding 11. Linemen 
Nick Baker and Isaac Masquelier 
were each credited with 10 tackles. 
Sophomore linebacker Landon 
Drennan had two quarterback 
sacks, while senior Luke LeClerc 
intercepted a pass.

Avon opened with a 26-22 
loss at home to Lawrence North 
despite sophomore quarterback 
Mason Reynolds throwing for 219 
yards on 22 of 36 marksmanship. 
Senior Chrishon McCray had nine 
receptions for 142 yards and two 
touchdowns. Linebacker Derrick 
Shaw led the Orioles in tackles with 
nine, followed by free safety Jake 
Leeper with seven.

Cascade football lost to Triton 
Central, 45-7, with Cadets junior 
Liam Farmer rushing 15 times 
for 116 yards, including a 68-yard 
touchdown. Farmer also returned six 
kickoffs for an average of 23.2 yards, 
and his seven tackles tied him for 
team honors with senior linebacker 
Braden Potters. Sophomore 
cornerback Logan Gibbs was next 
with six and junior lineman Walker 
VanNess had four.

Avon lineman to play football  
at Colgate University

Avon senior defensive lineman Danny Norocea hopes to lead 
the Orioles to a winning season before he heads to New York 
to play at Colgate University. (Photo by Dave Gansert)

By Mike Beas

The campus of Colgate University has 
long been considered to be among 
the true scenic gems of upstate 
New York.

Located in Hamilton, N.Y., a 
city located a three-hour drive 
due east of Buffalo, the quaint 
setting is where Avon senior 
student-athlete Danny Norocea 
looks forward to calling home in the 
not-so-distant future.

Until then, the 6-foot-3-inch, 285-pound 
defensive lineman is more focused on doing 
everything in his power to lead the Orioles 
football program to another winning season. 
Last season’s 5-5 record snapped a string of 10 
consecutive winning records under coach Mark 
Bless.

As a junior, Norocea was the team’s fourth-
leading tackler with 52, despite taking part in only 
eight games (he sat out two games for COVID-19 
quarantine). This includes a season-best of 
11 tackles in Avon’s 39-28 loss to Hamilton 
Southeastern in Week 3.

The 2021 season marks the third consecutive 
year Norocea has been a starter. As a senior, 
however, the burden becomes greater now 
that he’s expected to be one of the Orioles’ 
leaders. Norocea, an excellent student (4.25 
GPA), was voted one of Avon’s three team 
captains along with Chrishon McCray and 
Tymeon Wellington.

“This winter and spring, Danny really 
expanded his leadership in the weightroom,” 
Bless said. “As coaches, we always want our 
players to elevate other people’s performance, 
and he took ownership of this. It certainly 
helps our culture. As a coach, you love to see 
upperclassmen making an impact on the 
underclassmen.”

Norocea did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: In the past, you’ve worn No. 56, but are switching to No. 
99 for this football season. What is the thinking behind 
that?
A: It was because the No. 99 jersey is larger (laughing). Not a 
great story, just more comfortable. But I like it. There are guys 

in the NFL who I’ve grown up watching like (Arizona 
Cardinals’ defensive tackle) J.J. Watt and Aaron 

Donald (of the Los Angeles Rams) who wear it. It’s a 
great number.

Q: Every football position requires a specific 
skill set. What does it take to be a dominant 
defensive lineman at the high school level?
A: Aggression is a big one. Having a high motor 
is another. It helps to go hard every play and 
to be able to make plays all over the field. 
Whatever gets thrown at me, I go at it full-force. 
Football is such an awesome sport because it’s 
so diverse. Each position is important in its 
own way.

Q: Colgate University is one not 
attended by a lot of students from 
Indiana, much less athletes. Of the 
schools that offered you a chance to 
play football at the next level, what 
stood out about Colgate?
A: Once I started talking to the Colgate 
coaches, I knew that’s where I wanted 

to be. I liked the culture there. It 
reminded me of Avon with the 

competitiveness on the field, 
and the great academics 

were also very important 
to me.

Fellowship trained in sports medicine, 
Dr. Emily Cha sees sports medicine and 
general orthopedic patients.
Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400
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HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home in Plainfield dates back to the 1870s and has a long history serving 
Hendricks County residents. (Photo by Lyla Turner)

By Ken Sebree

There comes a time in every family 
when they must say a final goodbye to a 
loved one. The services of a professional 
funeral director can often make this bur-
den more bearable, and Hampton-Gen-
try Funeral Home has a 147-year history 
doing just that.

The business had its beginnings 
when funeral director Sebastian Hiss 
began his trade in 1874. He opened his 
business in the Hiss building at the cor-
ner of Center and Main streets in down-
town Plainfield. 

His son William continued the busi-
ness from 1893-1905 before W.A. Rush-
ton bought the business in 1905 and 
later relocated it to 113 S. Center St. 
Rushton continued to serve the com-
munity from 1915-1933.

In 1927 Mark Hampton partnered 
with Rushton and later moved the busi-
ness to its current location at the corner 
of Main and Shaw streets and renamed 
it Rushton-Hampton Funeral Home. 

Hampton soon became the sole 
owner with yet another name change 
to Hampton Funeral Home. In 1950 he 

built the funeral home in its current lo-
cation at 106 Shaw St. The building was 
constructed as a funeral home in the 
front with the family residence to the 
rear and on the second floor.

When Mark Hampton unexpectedly 
passed away in 1964, R. Norwood Gen-
try and his wife Ruth Jo purchased the 
business from the Hampton family and 
renamed it Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, as it remains today. 

In the 1970s, the funeral home ex-
panded and was remodeled to its pres-
ent look. The Gentrys have since passed 
away, and their son Manuel Gentry con-
tinues to operate the business.

It is truly remarkable that this local busi-
ness has continued to operate for the past 
147 years spanning parts of three differ-
ent centuries and passing from one gen-
eration of a family to the next.

Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home’s life spans pieces of 

three different centuries

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect and 
resident of Hendricks County for well 
over 40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

HELP DRIVE THE  
FUTURE OF EV 
POWER. 
Whether you currently own an electric vehicle or you’re considering 
one, your responses will inform the future of our co-op. Visit 
PowerMoves.com/ev-survey to ensure you have the support you need 
to drive into the future.

HAVE YOUR SAY.

TAKE THE QUICK SURVEY.



August 27, 2021
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
11COMMUNITY

HISTORY finds
Undefeated season and Olympic trials trophy

Hendricks County Museum in Danville is open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Come visit to see 
the special focus on a few of the county’s townships and our main roads: U.S. 41, U.S. 36, Indiana 136 
and Indiana 267. Other redecorated rooms hold refreshed interest. hendrickscountymusuem.com

By Judy Pingle

A basketball schedule against schools 
like Hanover, Franklin, St. Joseph, Oak-
land City, Taylor, Valparaiso, Indiana Cen-
tral and Butler was impressive. Add in 
Eastern Illinois, the University of Cincin-
nati, Ball State and Northeastern and it is 
even more so. Beating all of them is the 
most remarkable of all.

That is what the Central Normal Col-
lege team did in 1936. (Central Normal 
College was in Danville from 1878-1946, 
when it became Canterbury College 
from 1946-1951.)

A visit to the Central Normal College 
room at the Hendricks County Historical 
Museum will let visitors see the trophy 
celebrating their undefeated season and 
their trip to participate in the Olympic 
trials in Chicago.

Most of the members of this team 
graduated and became high school 

coaches throughout Indiana.
The Hendricks County Museum also 

has a collection of Central Normal Col-
lege yearbooks that can be referenced 
and a selection of college catalogs cover-
ing the school history.

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM
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ICONography
THE GREATEST SPECTACLE IN FUNDRAISING

HRH raises half a million dollars with gala featuring private Styx concert
By Gus Pearcy

While classic rock band Styx played “Mr. Roboto,” Hendricks 
Regional Health raised half a million dollars to build a family 
room in a new intensive care unit planned for the Danville 
hospital campus. It was all part of the 2021 Legacy of Giving 
Gala put on by the Hendricks Regional Health Foundation 
Aug. 20 beneath the iconic pagoda at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway.

“We’ve discussed this for years,” HRH President and CEO 
Kevin Speer said about the plans for the ICU which kept get-
ting bumped from construction plans. He told guests at the 
event,  “In a strange way the pandemic was a gift from God 
that we didn’t build one sooner. Because the ICU we build to-
day — as a result of having gone through the last 15 months 
and experiencing what we are right now — is much different 

than one we would’ve built two years ago.”
The new ICU will have more beds and the technology, 

which has made significant advancements since the mid-
1990s when the last renovation took place, will be upgraded.

Guests mingled throughout the Brickyard Plaza and ate 
dinner in the former Formula 1 garages before the big con-
cert featuring Styx, the popular band that had more than 20 
top 40 songs on the Billboard Hot 100 charts in the 1970s and 
‘80s.

Foundation executive director Adam Scott called it an “epic 
event.” The honorary chair persons were Martha and Dr. Stan-
ley Givens who had been struck with COVID-19 last Thanks-
giving. Dr. Givens, who insisted Martha take him to HRH over 
a closer facility, spent eight days on a ventilator at HRH.

“Even though we had not planned for that moment,” Mar-
tha Givens told the crowd about the decision to go to Hen-
dricks Regional Hospital, “Hendricks had.”

Only 750 tickets were sold for the event at a price of $300 
apiece. The money will be focused on building a family room 
in the new ICU. Scott said the current ICU did not have a fam-
ily room, and it was difficult to accommodate families who 
had loved ones in intensive care.

The new unit will focus on patient care, but a significant as-
pect will be family involvement, a video showed guests.

There were several auction items available including a two-
seater IndyCar ride and an autographed guitar from Hoosier 
rocker John Mellencamp.

From left, Styx guitarist James Young, Lawrence Gowan and Tommy Shaw perform for the crowd at the Legacy of Giving Gala. (Photos by Jacob Musselman)
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Gala attendees interact during the cocktail hour before the live auction and music performance starts.

Kevin Speer, president and CEO of Hendricks Regional Health, addresses 
the crowd just before Styx takes the stage.

Alicia Smith and Eva Burgas, both cancer navigators for Hendricks 
Regional Health, pass out bidding paddles and personal fans for 
attendees as they walk in.

Harry Santa-Olalla runs around the crowd looking for bids on items. 

Jo Morton, former director of the ICU at Hendricks Regional Health, 
smiles as she’s thanked for her years of service.

Styx guitarist and singer Tommy Shaw performs for gala attendees at 
the Legacy of Giving Gala event.
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

AVON 

Marilyn Medora Brown
Marilyn Medora Brown, 72, passed away Aug. 
16, 2021. She was born Oct. 26, 1948. Services 
will be held at 4 p.m. Sept. 3 at Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon. Donations may be made to The Four 
Legged Ranch, Mooresville, or the USO.

Arlene Williams
Arlene Williams, 84, passed away Aug. 12, 2021. 
She was born April 4, 1937. Services were held 
Aug. 16 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

BROWNSBURG

Brett Faulk
Brett Faulk, 39, passed away Aug. 8, 2021. He was 
born March 18, 1982. Services were held Aug. 
16 at Family Funeral Care, West Indianapolis. 
Donations may be made to offset funeral costs.

Frances I. Goodman 
Frances I. Goodman, 88, passed away Aug. 16, 
2021. She was born Jan. 31, 1933. Private services 
will be held. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Daniel J. Grubbs
Daniel J. Grubbs, 63, passed away Aug. 20, 2021. 
He was born July 15, 1958. Services were held 
Aug. 25 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Lloyd Everett Hopkins 
Lloyd Everett Hopkins, 90, passed away Aug. 6, 
2021. He was born March 3, 1931. Services were 
held Aug. 10 at Connection Pointe Christian 
Church, Brownsburg. Contributions may be made 
to The Thirst Project. 

Alice C. Huffman
Alice C. Huffman, 91, passed away Aug. 10, 
2021. She was born Aug. 7, 1930. Services were 
held Aug. 13 at St. Susanna Catholic Church. 
Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted with 
arrangements. 

Evelyn L. Johnson
Evelyn L. Johnson, 90, passed away Aug. 10, 2021. 
She was born March 27, 1931. Services were held 
Aug. 16 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

James Robert Warren
James Robert Warren, 74, Brownsburg, passed 
away Aug. 20, 2021. He was born Sept. 20, 1946. 
Services with military honors will be held at 6 
p.m. Aug. 27 at the Brownsburg American Legion, 
636 E. Main St. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

CLAYTON

Beverly J. Branstetter
Beverly J. Branstetter, 87, passed away Aug. 18, 
2021.She was born June 30, 1934. Services were 
held Aug. 23 at Clayton Cemetery. Weaver & 
Randolph Funeral Home, Clayton, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

Donald W. Clayton
Donald W. Clayton, 72, passed away Aug. 11, 
2021. He was born Feb. 14, 1949. Services were 
held Aug. 16 at Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service & 
Crematory, Mooresville. 

Russell Dean Kirkham
Russell Dean Kirkham, 73, passed away Aug. 
20, 2021. He was born June 29, 1948. Services 
were held Aug. 24 at Hazelwood Baptist Church, 
Hazelwood. Donations may be sent to Seedline 
International, Brazil, Ind., or Lifegate, Monrovia, 
Ind. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Jeffrey Carl Macri
Jeffrey Carl Macri, 62, passed away Aug. 19, 
2021. He was born June 3, 1959. Services were 
held Aug. 23 at Clayton Presbyterian Church. 
Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with arrangements. 

Chelsea Leigh Murray
Chelsea Leigh Murray, 29, passed away Aug. 
15, 2021. She was born Oct. 9, 1991. Services 
were held Aug. 20, 2021 at Hall-Baker Funeral 
Home, Plainfield. Donations may be made to 
Indianapolis Intergroup Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Steven D. Smith
Steven D. Smith, 62, passed away Aug. 11, 2021. 
He was born April 27, 1959. Services were held 
Aug. 14 at Decatur Township Church of Christ, 
West Newton. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Clayton, was entrusted with arrangements. 

Derek A. Thomas
Derek A. Thomas, 37, passed away Aug. 5, 2021. 
He was born Nov. 11, 1983. Arrangements were 
pending at presstime. Weaver & Randolph Funeral 
Home, Clayton, was entrusted with arrangements. 

DANVILLE

Michael Ross Kidwell
Michael Ross Kidwell, 73, passed away Dec. 
17, 2020. He was born Jan. 16, 1947. Services 
were held Aug. 21 at Danville United Methodist 
Church. Full military honors followed at 
Danville South Cemetery. Weaver & Randolph 
Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Pat Schrader
Pat Schrader, 92, passed away Aug. 15, 2021. She 
was born March 10, 1929. No services will be held. 
Carlisle-Branson Funeral Services, Mooresville, 
was entrusted with arrangements. 

William L “Bill” Wornhoff
William L “Bill” Wornhoff, 79, passed away Aug. 
5, 2021. He was born March 14, 1942. Services 
will be at 11 a.m. Aug. 28 at Northview Christian 
Church, Danville. Donations may be made to 
Open the Door One fund at Northview Christian 
Church, Danville. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, 
was entrusted with arrangements. 

PLAINFIELD

Karisa J. Brown
Karisa J. Brown, 27, passed away Aug. 19, 2021. 
She was born Nov. 16, 1993. Services were held 
Aug. 25 at Calvary Chapel, Danville. Hall-Baker 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Ruth Ann (Long) Conger
Ruth Ann (Long) Conger, 89, passed away Aug. 
21, 2021. She was born Oct. 27, 1931. Services 

were held Aug. 25 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield. Contributions may be made to a 
local food bank.    

Clyde Craighead
Clyde Craighead, 87, passed away Aug. 16, 2021. 
He was born March 6, 1934. Services will be 
held at a later date. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements. 

Wayne Ferguson
Wayne Ferguson, 95, passed away Aug. 9, 2021. 
He was born Aug. 7, 1926. Services were held 
Aug. 12, 2021 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, followed by burial with military rites in 
Clayton Cemetery. Contributions can be made to 
The Gathering Together, Plainfield, or Mill Creek 
Christian Support Center, Danville.

Mark A. Hardwick
Mark A. Hardwick, 65, passed away Aug. 12, 2021. 
He was born Nov. 19, 1955. Services were held 
Aug. 17 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Donations may be made to the YMCA. 

James L.  “Jim” Lund
James L.  “Jim” Lund, 92, passed away Aug. 12, 
2021. He was born Nov. 8, 1928. Services were 
held Aug. 17 in Calvary Bible Wesleyan Church, 
Plainfield. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with arrangements. 

Dale E. Murphy
Dale E. Murphy, 71, passed away July 23, 2021.  He 
was born Oct. 6, 1949. Services were held  Aug. 
21 at 50 Omega Lane, Plainfield. Hampton-Gentry 

Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Martha J. Servies
Martha J. Servies, 92, passed away Aug. 19, 2021. 
She was born March 2, 1929. Services were held 
Aug. 24 at Maple Hill Cemetery Chapel. Hall-Baker 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Elijah W. Whitaker
Elijah W. Whitaker, 10 weeks old, passed away 
Aug. 10, 2021. He was born May 22, 2021. Services 
were held Aug. 14 at Baker Funeral Home, 
Danville.

INDIANAPOLIS

Harold Jackson
Harold Jackson, 79, passed away Aug. 10, 2021. 
He was born May 2, 1942. Services were held Aug. 
16 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

PITTSBORO

Maryann O’Brien
Maryann O’Brien passed away Aug. 16, 2021. 
Services were held Aug. 24 at St. Joan of Arc 
Catholic Church, Indianapolis. Eric M.D. Bell 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made to 
Shepherds of Christ Ministries.
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DON’T MISS! To register, contact Cathy Myers
cathy@icontimes.com or call/text (317) 918-0334

Save the Date!
September 14, 2021

Breakfast time: 7:30 - 9:30 am
Cost: $15.00

The Pavilion Center
Washington Township Park  
435 Whipple Lane, Avon, IN

2021 Hendricks County Business Leader’s
Women’s Breakfast

KEMPER
 CPA GROUPLLP

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants

Presented by  

Interactive Women’s Leadership Panel 
 

 
Kelli Waggoner 

• Managing Partner at KWK Management Group 
 
 

 

 
Althea Cooper 

• Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank 
 
 
 

 
Natalie Rascher, MBA 

• Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group 
 

 

Interactive Women’s Leadership Panel 
 

 
Kelli Waggoner 

• Managing Partner at KWK Management Group 
 
 

 

 
Althea Cooper 

• Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank 
 
 
 

 
Natalie Rascher, MBA 

• Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group 
 

 

Interactive Women’s Leadership Panel 
 

 
Kelli Waggoner 

• Managing Partner at KWK Management Group 
 
 

 

 
Althea Cooper 

• Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank 
 
 
 

 
Natalie Rascher, MBA 

• Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group 
 

Natalie Rascher, MBA 
Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group

Interactive Women’s 
Leadership Panel

Kelli Waggoner 
Managing Partner at KWK Management Group

Althea Cooper 
Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL  
JOURNALISM
BECOME AN ICONIC INVESTOR  

Rick Myers | Owner & Publisher | 317-451-4088

“Communication is critical to maintaining relationships, including relationships with businesses and 
organizations I support. I am thankful that the Hendricks County ICON is available in our community.  

Hendricks County is a better place when we have high-quality and professional media that can address  
local concerns and celebrate what’s working. I am proud to support our local journalists!”

- Marina Keers, Executive Director, Hendricks County Senior Services 

Because of the slow death of metro daily newspapers, some, including those who purchase advertising, have been 
conditioned to believe that print is dead. That couldn’t be further from the truth (94 percent ICON readership in each of 
38,000-plus Hendricks County households – SMARI, Inc.). The real truth is, community newspapers have become collateral 
damage – branded unfairly – because of the headlines that failing metro daily newspaper have created for themselves.   

In 2008, the Hendricks County ICON was launched with one mission in mind: create a brand of locally owned, free and 
independent journalism that is second to none. We believe in the 12 years since that first monthly issue was mailed, we’ve 
accomplished that and some – but there is more work to do, more Hendricks County stories to tell. 

Our best days are ahead, but we need your help. You are invited to become an ICONic Investor. Your one-time annual $25 
investment will help us continue to provide you all of the wonderful stories and photos that make Hendricks County the 
great place it is to live and work. We are proud of and grateful for being the purveyor of local news and information that, 
in many cases, cannot otherwise be consumed – we are writing, each week, the pages of Hendricks County history. Please 
go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online or send it to 5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123. Thank 
you for your support of Hendricks County journalism!
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4 3 9 2
2 6 4

5 7 1
6 3 5 4 7

7 1 9 3 6
6 7 9

7 5 8
8 9 6 4

3 Sports Venue Namesakes
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Reptiles
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Counties on I-70
____________________
____________________

1 New Colts Hall-of-Famer
______________________

5 Water Sports
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Office Items
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

Across
1. The Shops at Perry Cross-
ing, e.g.
5. Beat badly
9. Smells
14. Jai ___
15. A Gilmore girl
16. Low-carb diet
17. US Vice President born 
in Indy
19. Dental filling
20. Totally swamp
21. Mobile home?
23. Feast of the Hunters’ 
Moon mo.
24. Poet’s Muse
25. Compilations of funny 
film faux pas
29. Former lib, for short
33. Lamb’s mom
34. Recycled
36. Uber alternative
37. Surprise attacks
39. Salon on the Square hair 
goo
40. Colorado resort
41. Flaky rock
42. Bayberry Place Apart-
ments renter
44. “The Catcher in the ___”
45. One who won’t keep off 
the grass?
47. Jos A. Bank, e.g.
49. Top-notch

51. Soccer 
star Hamm
52. Islamic 
greetings
55. For-
eigner’s 
giveaway
59. Leaves 
out
60. Ex-IU 
basketball 
player 
and coach 
turned 
radio/TV 
announcer
63. Backyard 
border
64. ___ Sev-
erin Hotel
65. In-
dianapolis 
Opera 
highlight
66. Egyptian 
symbols of 
life
67. Blue-
print detail, 
briefly
68. Avon HS exam

Down
1. Fabricated
2. Arkin or Alda

3. “Auld ___ Syne”
4. Cork & Cap buy
5. Nonvoluntary soldier
6. Ex-Pacer Hibbert

7. Website ID
8. How some musicians play
9. Addictive painkiller
10. City-County councillor 
for NE Indy
11. Earthenware pot
12. 500 sheets
13. Tofu bean (Var.)
18. Stomach ailments
22. Touch down
24. Main idea
25. Lysol target
26. Bide one’s time
27. State Farm rival
28. Olympic sled
30. Pants style
31. Type of daisy
32. Colt foe, briefly
35. Israeli airline
38. “Champion Harness 
Horse of the World” from 
Oxford, Ind.
40. Fountain County city
42. Slender
43. Apt to wander
46. Wipes clean
48. Take a machete to
50. Old PC platform
52. Kittle’s Furniture piece
53. Prayer conclusion
54. Chain unit
56. The Emerald Isle
57. WTTV military drama
58. “All ___ Jazz”
61. Mellencamp booster
62. U-turn from SSW

Answers on Page 20

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 09/30/2021

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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EVENTScalendar

AUGUST
27 Friday
6th Annual Never Forget’ ’20 Wounded Hero Golf 
Scramble
9:30 registration, 10:30 a.m. shotgun start, 3:30 p.m. silent 
auction, West Chase Golf Club, 4 Hollaway Blvd., Brownsburg. 
Proceeds benefit Semper Fi & America’s Fund and Fisher 
House, which help military families. Call Gregg Scott, (317) 
696-1312 or email gscott@gescott-associates.com.

28 Saturday
Band on the Run 5K
8-10 a.m., Avon Town Hall Park, 6570 E. U.S. 36, Avon. 
Support the Avon Marching Black and Gold with a 5K. 
Strollers and pets are welcome. Cost: $25. runsignup.com/
Race/IN/Avon/AvonBand5K

28 Saturday
Creative Hearts Drawing Series
1-3 p.m., Pecar Park, 5203 E. County Road 150 N, Avon. 
Artists and non-artists are welcome to this free drawing 
night. Bring drawing supplies and join in artistic fun. 
washingtontwpparks.org

28 Saturday
McCloud Bee Fest
1-4 p.m., McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Road, North 
Salem. Meet local beekeepers, learn about the life of a bee, 
learn beekeeping basics from bee experts, make fun bee 
crafts, visit McCloud’s bees in the observation hive, buzz 
around playing games and take home some bee products. 
hendrickscountyparks.org/programs/honeybee-fest

28 Saturday
2nd Annual GetBENTefit Concert Series
1 p.m.-close, Whiskey Bent Bar & Grill, 5250 E. US 36, Suite 
120, Avon. This live, all day, outdoor music event includes 
food, drinks, silent auctions, live auctions, donation bucket, 
50/50 raffles and a poker ride in the morning. This event 
supports Fill the Foxhole, which raises money to send 
troops around the world Christmas gifts. 21 and over only. 
Price: $5 at the gate, free with military ID. facebook.com/
whiskeybentbar

28 Saturday
Plainfield High School Classes of 1980 and 1981 40th 
Reunion
7 p.m.-12 a.m., Lance Farms Event Center, 2588 U.S. 40, 
Clayton. Info: Janet (Boesch) Haley, jhaley@indianarealtors.
com; Toni (Steele) McGhee at tlm63@comcast.net

29 Sunday
Meet, Mix & Mingle
4-6 p.m., Washingtown Township Park Pavilion Center, 115 
S. C.R. 575, Avon. Enjoy games, snacks and drinks with 
appetizer making demonstrations, corn hole, video games, 

poker and other games. washingtontwpparks.org/meet-
mix--mingle.html

30 Monday
Calligraphy 101
3:15-4:15 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. Teens can learn the basics of calligraphy 
and create written art. Plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

31 Tuesday
Fitness in Town Square
6-6:45 p.m., The Shops at Perry Crossing, 2499 Perry 
Crossing Way, Plainfield. In partnership with Rebel Fitness 
Studio, join High Fitness and Zumba classes in Town Square. 
Price: $10. facebook.com/ShopPerryCrossing

SEPTEMBER
1 Wednesday
Guilford Township Board Meeting
7 p.m., Guilford Township Community Center, 1500 S. Center 
St., Plainfield. Agendas posted two days before the meeting, 
guilfordtownship.com. Contact (317) 838-0564. 

1-5, Wednesday-Sunday
Dodge SRT//NHRA U.S. Nationals
8 a.m.-8 p.m., Lucas Oil Raceway at Indianapolis, 10267 
E. U.S. 136, Brownsburg. Kids 12 and under are free. 
lucasoilraceway.com

2 Thursday
Family History Hounds: Westward Migration
1-3 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 1120 
Stafford Road. Professional genealogist Amber Oldenburg 
will share the journey of early settlers as they searched for a 
new life. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info 

4-6, Saturday-Monday
44th Annual North Salem Old Fashioned Days
7 a.m., Downtown North Salem, Pearl Street and State 
Road 75. Live music, vendors, food, tractor pulls and horse 
pulls. A smorgasbord breakfast kicks off the festival at 7 
a.m. on Saturday at the United Methodist Church on Main 
Street. At 11 a.m. the Old Fashion Days Parade steps off. 
northsalemoldfashiondays.com

4 Saturday
Mayberry Man Red Carpet Event
The Royal Theater, 59 S. Washington St., Danville. The 
Mayberry Car show from 1-5 p.m. is followed by the 7 p.m. 
red carpet event. Danville is sponsoring a Labor Day picnic 
on Sunday. mayberrymanmovie.com/home-z

4 Saturday
Wine Tasting with the Alpacas
1-4 p.m., Montrose Farms Alpaca Ranch, 3750 N. County 
Road 950 E., Brownsburg. Hopwood Cellars will have a 
selection of wines onsite for sampling, along with wine for 
sale by the glass and by the bottle. Bring a lawn chair, enjoy 
a glass of wine and watch the alpacas graze. Price: $20. 
montrosefarms.com

4 Saturday
In the Gallery: Digital Photo Guild
All day, Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 1120 
Stafford Road. This month’s gallery features photography 
from members of the Digital Photo Guild, on display 
through Sept. 30. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

6 Monday
Old Fashion Days Bike Tour 2021
7:15 a.m. check-in, 8:30 a.m., start, North Salem United 
Methodist Church, 104 W. Pearl St., North Salem. 13- and 33-
mile routes. Price: $30 adults, $25 children 13-18 and free for 
children under 12. northsalemoldfashiondays.com

7 Tuesday
Glass Painting
3:15-4:15 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. As seen on TikTok! Teens can trace and 
paint an image onto glass picture frames to display artistic 
talent! plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

9 Thursday
6-8 p.m., uPaint Pottery Studio, 1820 E. Main St., Plainfield. 
Class is instructor led. To-go kits with instructions are 
available. Class reservation includes pottery, paints and 
supplies. $20, upaintpotterystudio.com

10-19, Daily
Sunflower Festival
9 a.m.-8:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 12 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Sundays and 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Thursday, Beasley’s 
Orchard, 2304 E. Main St., Danville. Explore 4 acres of 
sunflowers and pick a stem. $5, beasleys-orchard.com/
sunflower-festival

10 Friday-11 Saturday
Fall Book Sale
9 a.m.- 4 p.m., Danville Public Library, 101 S. Indiana St., 
Danville. Proceeds go to the Friends of the Library that 
supports children, teen and adult programs. dplindiana.org

10 Friday
Music in Town Square
6-7 p.m., The Shops at Perry Crossing, 2499 Perry Crossing 
Way, Plainfield. Foxtrot Yankeez will perform a free 
concer. Bring a blanket or lawn chair.  facebook.com/
ShopPerryCrossing

11 Saturday
Remembering 20 Years: Sept. 11 Memorial
8:15 a.m., September 11th Memorial of Service Plaza, 
Friendship Gardens, 850 S. Center St., Plainfield. Gather 
to remember those who have fallen as the result of 
the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. facebook.com/
TownOfPlainfieldIndiana

11 Saturday
Puppy Pool Party
10:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Splash Island, 651 Vestal Road, Plainfield. 
Dogs 30 pounds 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m., and big dogs from 12:30-
2:30 p.m. Cost: $10. facebook.com/PlainfieldParksandRec
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Book recalls: Remembering 
what I read and wrote

EDITORIAL

Little League 
success should 

revive ball field talks 
Congrats to the Brownsburg Little 

League 12U team for winning the state 
title and representing the Bulldogs for 
the first time in 19 years in the Great 
Lakes Regional Tournament. Youth 
sports rallied the town behind these 
kids and is helping to shape them as 
future leaders in Hendricks County and 
around the globe. 

In comments at the last meeting, 
Brownsburg Town Council member Ben 
Lacey asked the council and taxpayers 
to keep an open mind when it comes to 
building new youth sports fields. 

Lacey also mentioned the $15 million 
aquatic center which is still in the works 
and has been an idea for years. With 
Avon announcing in February plans for 
pools, waterslides, a playground and 
more near the AJAA fields at the future 
Murphy Park, Brownsburg’s plan could 
start to materialize.

Whether the aquatic center happens, 
as shown by the success of the baseball 
team, sports build character, leadership, 
friendships and give the opportunity 
for exercise and economic impact. How 
much could Hendricks County busi-
nesses have made if we had hosted the 
regional instead of nearby Whitestown? 

What we saw during the state title run 
should inspire officials to reconsider a 
new and equitable development that 
can please all taxpayers.

Lacey has an idea that a commercial 
developer will rescue the town from 
paying for it with tax dollars. Perhaps it 
will. What we can’t continue to do is kick 
the can down the road. With a search for 
a town manager in progress, the council 
could easily ignore this aspect of com-
munity. Let’s not let them forget.

Being a council member in Browns-
burg is not an easy job and totally 
thankless. Let’s let the council members 
know what is important to residents and 
remind them that state championship 
teams or corporate partnerships don’t 
grow on trees that aren’t planted.

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you …

In Vermont law says women must get written 
permission from their husbands to wear false 
teeth.

STRANGE LAW

VIEWS
THUMBS UP

THUMBS DOWN

High school students who want 
to learn what it takes to run a 

parks department can join ACORN 
(Active Council on Recreation Needs) for 
the 2021-22 school year. Members will 
learn about careers through monthly 
hands-on experiences with Hendricks 
County Parks & Recreation staff. For 
more information and to apply, go to   
hendrickscountyparks.org/programs/
acorn

Avon school board announced 
the district Teacher of the Year 

Michael Brooks and Support Staff of the 
Year Sharol Todd. Brooks is a math 
teacher at AMS South and Todd is a 
custodian at Maple Elementary.

The Hendricks County Commu-
nity Foundation gave Mill Creek 

School Corporation a $1,500 grant. 

Plainfield police are asking for 
community assistance to identify 

suspects wanted for theft and fraud 
investigation. Thefts were from vehicles 
at Franklin Park, and then a credit card 
was fraudulently used at a local 
business. It appears that the suspect 
vehicle is an early 2000s Ford Escape. 
See photos on the PPD Facebook page.

Heritage Trail Correctional 
Facility presented their annual 

scholarship check for Plainfield High 
School students pursuing criminal 
justice. Grace Blacketer and Jace Jett 
benefited from their generosity in 2021.

Hendricks County residents are 
feeding songbirds against the 

recommendation of the Indiana DNR. 
The DNR asked residents to stop feeding 
after seeing sick and dying birds. The 
restriction is lifted in some counties but 
continues in Hendricks. 

Hendricks County Arts Council 
President, Brian Russelburg was 

named a Hoosier Salon Artist.

Letters to the editor policy: The ICON will consider verifiable letters of up to 150 words. 
Letters must be thoroughly vetted prior to submission. The ICON retains the right to reject 
and return any letter it deems to carry unsubstantiated content. The ICON also retains the 
right to edit letters but not their intent. Send letters to connie@icontimes.com. Writers 
must include a hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. Guest columns: 
policy for guest columns is the same as the aforementioned, but the allowable length is 240 
words. Guest columns should address the whole of ICON’s readership, not simply special in-
terest groups, and may not in any way contain a commercial message. 

By Dick Wolfsie

Do you have a lot of books in your home 
that you’ve never read? For my 74th birth-
day, almost everybody in my family gave 
me a book. Altogether (I did the math), I was 
given more than 3,000 pages to read.

I went through all the books in my house, 
and there were hundreds on the shelves. 
I calculated that I have read about half of 
them cover to cover and skimmed about a 
fourth of them. That leaves many that I have 
never even looked at. Where did they come 
from? Did I buy them? Were they gifts? Who 
have I insulted by not reading them?

I have one book called “William Tecumseh 
Sherman: In the Service of My Country: A 
Life.” My friend Bob gave me this monstros-
ity last year for Christmas, so I felt I had to 
plow through it or I’d appear ungrateful. 
And I couldn’t claim I had no time to read it 
because it was in the middle of COVID, and, 
quite frankly, I had nothing else to do. 

So, I endured it…all 784 pages. Then 
a couple of weeks later I was on a Zoom 
meeting with my church book club. I got 
pretty puffed up about my recent accom-
plishment and dropped the name of that 
4-pound opus I had completed.

“Wow, Dick,” said a friend, “that’s quite a 
hefty read. I’m impressed. Was he the Civil War 
general who had six wives and 13 children?”

Was he? How could I not remember? Why 
did I even bother reading that biography? 
Next time Bob burdens me with an obliga-
tion like that, whenever he drops by I’ll just 
keep moving the bookmark forward. He’ll 
never know the difference.

I’m drawn mostly to nonfiction, which is 

all about getting information I can use to try 
to look smart when I am out with my snooty 
friends. But since I don’t recall most of what 
I’ve read, I’m wondering what the point is. 

This past month, I read a fascinating book 
by astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson called 
“Cosmic Queries.” I enjoyed his stories. For 
example, I never knew how they first deter-
mined the speed of light. But now if someone 
would ask me how they figured it was 186,000 
mps, I’d have to say, “I knew that once, like for 
about 20 minutes, last week. Not anymore.”

Years ago, I read “A Short History of Nearly 
Everything” by Bill Bryson. I couldn’t put the 
book down, but the day after I finished it, I 
remembered the history of nearly nothing.

 My wife is into fiction, which gets her a 
lot of free passes. She’ll say to a friend, “I just 
finished a great story, ‘Where the Crawdads 
Sing,’” and the most probing question she’ll 
hear is: “Oh, did you like it?” Occasionally 
someone will ask what it’s about, and all she 
has to say is, “I don’t want to ruin it for you.” 
That’s the end of the conversation.

I’ve written several books. You may have 
one of them sitting around your house that 
you have never looked at. Don’t worry. If we 
ever run into each other, I won’t question 
you about it. Honestly, I don’t even remem-
ber what I wrote.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“August is like the 
Sunday of summer.” 

– Unknown

QUOTE
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Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Items: LAMP, LAPTOP, PAPER PRINTER, SCISSORS, STAPLES; 
Sports: DIVING, RAFTING, SAILING, SURFING, SWIMMING; Reptiles: ALLIGATOR, LIZARD, SNAKE, TURTLE; 
Namesakes: BANKERS LIFE, HINKLE, LUCAS OIL; Counties: CLAY, VIGO; Hall-of-Famer: EDGERRIN JAMES

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 17

M A L L D R U B O D O R S

A L A I R O R Y P A L E O

D A N Q U A Y L E I N L A Y

E N G U L F A L A B A M A

O C T E R A T O

G A G R E E L S N E O C O N

E W E R E U S E D T A X I

R A I D S G E L A S P E N

M I C A T E N A N T R Y E

S T O N E R C L O T H I E R

P R I M E M I A

S A L A A M S A C C E N T

O M I T S D A N D A K I C H

F E N C E O M N I A R I A

A N K H S S P E C T E S T

By Martha Rardin, RD, CD

Our lives are hectic 
and jam packed with stress. Morning rou-
tines often consist of hitting snooze, rush-
ing to get ready and hurrying out the door 
without eating breakfast. A morning like 
this can leave you feeling stressed the entire 
day. Follow these four tips to create a morn-
ing routine that will help 
you ease into a produc-
tive and stress-free day.
Start the night before. 

Mornings will be extra 
chaotic if you need to 
complete a dozen tasks 
before running out the 
door. At night, set up as much as possible 
for the next day — pick out an outfit, pack 
your lunch and plug in your laptop and cell 
phone to charge. 

Wake up gently. 
If your alarm clock wakes you up feeling 

startled, you may begin your day feeling irri-
tated. Opt for a mellow sound to wake up to 
each morning — if you use your cell phone, 
search for a calming ringtone, or set your 
alarm as one of your favorite relaxing songs. 
Sleeping with your curtains opened can 
help the sunlight naturally you up as well. 

Fuel your body & mind  
by eating breakfast. 

It’s something you’ve heard a million 
times: breakfast is the most important meal 
of the day. For the 25% of Americans who 
skip breakfast daily, it’s not because they 
aren’t hungry, it’s because they don’t make 
time. Making time to eat “break the fast” is 
important to start your day off right. 

When we eat carbohydrates, our bodies 

convert it into glucose, the energy our brain 
needs to stay alert. When we are running 
low on glucose (like when we skip break-
fast) we have a hard time staying focused 
throughout our day. 

Wake up 15 minutes earlier each day so 
you can make breakfast, or stock your fridge 

with breakfast items you 
can eat at school or work 
such as Greek yogurt, 
whole fruit, hard-boiled 
eggs and granola bars. 

Take some time for 
yourself. 

Mornings are so busy 
with getting ready, planning out the day, 
and commuting, that we often forget about 
ourselves. Taking 10-15 minutes each morn-
ing to sit quietly, eat breakfast, drink coffee 
or set intentions for the day will help you 
start your workday with a clear mind. Re-
frain from cell phone use to free yourself 
from distractions. You deserve this quiet 
time to yourself each day.

Making these changes might be a huge 
shift and take some time for adjustment. But 
following these tips will ensure your morn-
ing (and entire day) runs more smoothly. On 
average, it takes about two months to form 
a new habit. Keep this up until it becomes 
automatic.

Follow four morning routine 
tips for a stress-free day 

NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is 
Director of Nutrition and Dietetics for 
Hendricks Regional Health. Her goal is to 
share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

Making time to eat “break 
the fast” is important to 
start your day off right. 

1 6 7 4 3 8 9 2 5
9 3 8 5 2 1 7 6 4
5 2 4 7 9 6 1 3 8
6 9 3 8 1 5 4 7 2
2 4 5 6 7 3 8 9 1
8 7 1 9 4 2 3 5 6
4 1 6 3 5 7 2 8 9
7 5 2 1 8 9 6 4 3
3 8 9 2 6 4 5 1 7
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By Karl Zimmer

When is a broken record 
worth repeating? How many 

times have you heard something of value, 
something worth acting upon, yet you got 
lost in the daily grind of life and spaced that 
vital message? When you receive an impor-
tant message, in the myriad ways you do, if 
you don’t act on it, you will be reminded in a 
more insistent way until you do.

There are a few lessons I’ve learned that 
have helped me survive and even thrive de-
spite the many challenges I’ve faced. I have 
shared those lessons with many people, and 
I am grateful that they have benefited from 
using what I learned and shared. 

Those lessons are worth repeating. 
There is one, especially, that I encourage 

you to practice, every single day. It may not 
be easy at first, yet it will change your life for 
the better, and it will improve the lives of oth-
ers in your world, as well.

When difficult things happen, when trag-
edy strikes, when something shakes your 
world and you wonder how you will get 
through to the next day, remember that you 
matter. Remember that there are people who 

love you and are counting on you to be an 
example of how to live a great life. 

Remember that no matter what happens 
in life, you have a choice to either give up or 
to fight through, and that when you fight 
through, you are stronger as a result. You can 
look back at that event and realize that it was 
a blessing, part of your life’s journey.

Everything that happens does so for your 
benefit, to help you grow, to make you stron-
ger, to make your life better, and to give you 
experiences to teach others so they can ben-
efit. In that realization, when that becomes 
your frame of reference, then everything is 
something for which you can be grateful. 

Yes, gratitude, being grateful for every-
thing in your life, that is the key to living a 
great and joyful life. How cool is that?

When is a broken record 
worth repeating

LIFE’S 
CHOICES

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who Grew Up 
to RULE® the World…,” a speaker and board 
certified hypnotist. Karl can be contacted 
at Karl@iRULEtheWorld.com. RULE® is 
a Registered Mark of Karl R. Zimmer III. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, 

treat or cure any condition or illness.

TsT Construction  and Roofing
Tip of the Month   
By Tom S. Truesdale

TsT Construction  
Roofing & General Contracting Services

Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
Brownsburg, IN • tom@tst-construction.com

tst-construction.com

The Finished Basement:
The winter season is a great time to complete 
a finished basement, this month I will provide 
some tips and ideas specifically directed to 
this type of project.

1. Begin by considering layout for the 
space:
•	 Will the finished space be an open 

floor plan?
•	 Or separate areas such as a bedroom, 

living space and a bath.
2. If you are considering separate areas 

including a bath under slab plumbing 
routing should be planned.

3. If a lower level bedroom is being 
considered - fire escape egress also 
needs to be planned and meet local 
code requirements.

4. If a basement wet bar is desired planning 
for plumbing and electrical is critical.

5. Electrical circuits should be considered 
prior to construction, bringing an extra 
circuit into the space is generally a 
good idea.

6. Plan for entertainment space:
•	Audio, visual, monitor, lighting, seating 

and surround sound layout is critical 
and can become very complex.

7. Any wood framing in contact with 
concrete should be treated lumber.

8. Consider a drop in ceiling vs drywall, 
there are advantages to both.

9. Lighting controls and layout should 
be considered no matter which type of 
space you are planning.

10. Make sure that any Mechanical, 
Electrical and Plumbing valves, 
dampers and shut offs are accessible 
via an access door or chase that can be 
opened in the future.

11. Selection of finishes:
•	Durability and moisture resistance 

should be considered.
12. Flood planning should not be 

overlooked:
•	At a minimum a battery back up sump 

pump system on a dedicated circuit 
should be installed.

A finished basement provides immediate 
usable square footage and value to your home.
Basement space is easily kept cool in the 
summer and warm in the winter. Options for 
use are endless, from bedrooms, bathrooms, 
open recreational space to entertainment 
space. Planning and considering all the 
options is key before beginning your project. 
As always consult with a local qualified 
Construction Professional before starting 
your project. Have a great holiday season and 
I hope this month’s tips are helpful, please do 
not hesitate to call if you have any questions.

Hendricks County Conversations
with Rick Myers and Gus Pearcy

Our guest:
Rhonda Wiles 
Executive Director 

Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce

Friday, August 27  •  3 p.m.
myhcicon.com
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God can qualify you  
for a new career path

DEVOTIONAL
By John Mollaun

The economic effects 
of the pandemic may have you seeking a 
change of careers — by choice or by neces-
sity. If that is you, there is hope.

God seems to have a knack for chang-
ing someone’s career. Nehemiah went from 
an officer in the royal court in Babylon to a 
construction manager in Jerusalem. Peter 
was a fisherman who later led the church at 
its inception. David went from a shepherd 
to a king. 

Were they qualified? Not as the world saw 
them, nor were they all confident in their 
abilities.

Esther was a young Jewish refugee and 
became the queen of Persia. Her faith in 
God and the encouragement of her uncle 
provided the strength and courage needed 
to risk her life to subvert a plot to destroy 
the Jewish refugees.

Moses was a shepherd (after previously 
being a prince) and becomes a spokesper-
son (for God no less). He objects by saying, 
“I can’t do it! I’m such a clumsy speaker! Why 
should Pharaoh listen to me?” (Exodus 6:30)

God provides all the support needed 

through Moses’ brother Aaron and some mi-
raculous assurances. 

So what about you? In the midst of self-
doubt and an economy struggling to regain 
its feet, are you listening to God? Do you 
have others around you to encourage you 
and help point out the strengths you may 
not see in yourself?  

I left a 26-year career at an electric utility 
to a position in a nonprofit ministry with no 
experience or obvious qualifications for the 
job (long story). It is only in looking back 
that I can see God’s hand in the transition. 

God hasn’t changed, but he may be lead-
ing you to a change. Seek him, and seek 
encouragement from those around you 
who may be just what you need to take that 
next step. 

John Mollaun is the executive director at 
Hope Healthcare Services in Avon. The 
ministers to the physical and spiritual 
health burdens of uninsured people in 
Hendricks County. Visit myhopehealth.
org. Mollaun is a member of Kingsway 
Christian Church in Avon.

MONDAY - AUGUST 30TH - 10:00 A.M.

ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE 
COLLECTIBLES - GLASSWARE - PRIMITIVES 

TOOLS - LAWN & GARDEN

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!! 
OWNERS:  Several Consignors 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  10% Buyer’s Premium.
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2021 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-21.
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Use this preventive measure to keep moles from digging tunnels 
LIFESTYLE

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

Gardeners have been 
blessed with abundant 

rainfall this year after a mild winter, and 
perhaps the cycle of dry spells we’ve had 
for the past number of years will be broken 
this summer. However, while the rains have 
helped our gardens and lawns remain lush 
and beautiful, they have also provided ideal 
soil conditions for moles. 

Moles are curious little mammals, about 
7 inches long and weighing only 4 ounces, 
with pointed snouts, tiny eyes and potato-
shaped bodies. Their front feet are very 
large and broad with clawed webbed toes 
that they use to “swim” underground, part-
ing the soil as they go, creating distinctive 
raised surface tunnels.

In their unending search for grubs and 
earthworms, they can make a real mess of 
the landscape and lawns as they tunnel 
along the surface at a rate of up to 18 feet 
an hour. Although they do not eat the roots 
of ornamentals, vegetables or turf grasses, 
their tunnels are often used by destructive 
voles, also known as field mice, that do ex-
tensive damage to gardens. 

There are many popular folk remedies 
people try to get rid of moles including 
placing Juicy Fruit gum, human or animal 

hair, bleach, ammonia or mothballs near or 
in the tunnels. Unfortunately, all of these are 
ineffective, and since moles are insectivores, 
they won’t eat poisoned peanuts or grain. 

Mole traps, both humane live traps and 
lethal spring types, work if placed along ac-
tive tunnels. Worm-shaped bait containing 
bromethalin will kill moles, but be sure to 

follow the directions carefully. 
I prefer to encourage moles to move out 

of my gardens. Some homeowners have re-
ported success using vibration devices stuck 
into mole tunnels, powered by batteries, 
solar or wind. Others place castor beans or 
castor oil-soaked cotton balls in the runs to 
repel the critters. 

What I’ve found that works well to drive 
moles away is castor oil concentrate, sold by 
the gallon online and inexpensive. Follow-
ing the directions, it’s mixed with scentless 
liquid dish detergent and water, then ap-
plied with a garden hose sprayer, watering 
can or a hand-pump tank sprayer. It’s not 
harmful to plants, insects, pets or people. 
Spray to saturate areas with mole activity. 
Effectiveness lasts up to a month. Repeat if 
moles return. An added bonus is that it also 
drives away voles.

Happy gardening!

Mild winter and wet summer weather may combine to make perfect conditions for moles to dig up gardens. 
Use caster oil concentrate to discourage them. (Photo by John Chapin)
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