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Baby Jesse

Relentlessly Dedicated 
to Patient Experience
Hendricks Regional Health is one of only seven hospitals in the nation to receive the 

Healthgrades Outstanding Patient Experience Award™ 14 years in a row. Whether it’s 

a preventive health check-up, a needed procedure, a screening or lab work, you can 

always count on us to deliver extraordinarily safe care for you and your family.  

With two hospitals, six medical centers and 44 physician offices, we have a front 

door in every corner of our community. Find care now at ThisIsHendricks.org. 
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Plainfield Town Council approves purchase of fire, 
police vehicles

The Plainfield Town Council met Aug. 9 for a 
regular council meeting. The council approved 
the purchase and preorder of police and fire ve-
hicles, funded by the 2022 budget. 

The town will purchase a 2021 Chevrolet Sil-
verado for $32,269 as well as preorder vehicles for 
the police department through the 2022 police 
department vehicles replacement plan. It will 

also preorder a 2022 100-foot E-One Ladder Truck 
from Fire Service Inc. for no more than $1.2 mil-
lion and preorder vehicles in accordance with the 
2021-22 fire department replacement schedule.
Read more at: myhcicon.com/plainfield-town-

council-august-9-recap

Avon awards Waltons its first Avon/Nova Award
The Town of Avon awarded 

Suzy and Joe Walton with its first 
AVON|NOVA award during the Aug. 
12 council meeting. 

During the past two months, the 
Town of Avon has been promoting a 
new program called the AVON|NOVA 
award with the slogan Good People 
Shining Brightly.

This month’s nomination was sub-
mitted by Brittany. Suzy Walton has 
been her babysitter for more than 
six years. 

She wrote, “You don’t have to ask 
for anything with Suzy and Joe. This 
dynamic duo just steps in and knows 
exactly what to do.” 

When COVID happened Brittany 
worked as a nurse. The Waltons 
dropped their camper off in her 
driveway so she could shower with-
out having to worry about taking 
germs inside her home. They kept 
her kids the night after she would 
work so she could decompress. 

“If everyone in Avon were as car-
ing as these two individuals, the 
town would be simply amazing,” the 
nomination said.

Read more at: myhcicon.com/
avon-awards-waltons-its-first-

avon-nova-award

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
ICON is published by Grow 
Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
sponsored by one of our valued 
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in tandem with Grow Local Media, LLC 
sales representatives. Sponsored content 
may not reflect the views of The Hendricks 
County ICON publisher, editorial staff or 
graphic design team. The Hendricks County 
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between sponsored content and editorial 
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sponsored content should call (317) 451-
4088 or email lyla@icontimes.com.
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COMMUNITY

Joe and Suzy Walton received the first AVON/NOVA award Aug. 
12 for their generosity and willingness to help others, especially 
during the pandemic. (Photo provided by Suzy Walton)

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
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• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com
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Developments and 
abatements monopolize 

Brownsburg council meeting
Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Brownsburg Town Council met Aug. 12 for a regular meeting. Four of the five council 
members were present. Brain Jessen was absent. The council meets at 7 p.m. the second 
and fourth Thursdays each month at Brownsburg Town Hall, 61 N. Green St. Meetings are 
streamed live and archived at brownsburg.org. The next regular meeting was scheduled for 
Aug. 26. The ICON will report on that meeting in the next Brownsburg/Danville edition.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved a resolution for a 10-year tax abatement for a 
spec building at East U.S. 136 and County Road 900 E.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved the transfer of two parcels of land to the 
Brownsburg Redevelopment Commission.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council formally supported the plan commission action 
concerning a conditional rezone and variance on the Garner property at county 
roads 800 E and 700 N.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council formally supported the action of the plan commission 
action of a development at the north east corner of 56th Street and County Road 
900 E.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council heard two introductory items on upcoming 
developments.

WHAT IT MEANS: Holladay Properties is looking to build a 50,000-100,000 square foot spec 
building with an estimated investment of $7 million. The building is expected to create 50 
jobs with an average wage of $15-$19 an hour. It will generate more than $1 million in taxes 
over 10 years. The resolution will be voted on at the next council meeting.

WHAT IT MEANS: In order to sell the two properties located north of Arbuckle Phase 
I development on Green Street, the council needs to transfer the properties to the 
commissioner to negotiate and facilitate the sale to a developer. The council would like 
to see the properties developed similarly to the apartment and retail development to the 
south.

WHAT IT MEANS: Developer Platinum Properties is looking for an indication that the town 
will allow the rezoning and variance before requesting annexation. The project calls for 61 
homes to be built on 38 acres. The variance is to slightly decrease the lot size for the homes 
in order to preserve trees on the property. The Brownsburg Area Plan Commission approved 
the plan unanimously. The developer must apply for annexation approval next.

WHAT IT MEANS: Developer 56th Street Associates is requesting a rezoning of 44 acres 
from agriculture to commercial prior to building. The next step is voluntary annexation. The 
planning commission approved the development in July.

WHAT IT MEANS: The council has asked for a preliminary introduction to upcoming 
rezoning and other development projects. One of these is Winstead Park at 6225 E. CR 800 
N. and would become 140 single-family detached homes and 150 attached townhouse 
units. The other is an extension of the Belle Arbor neighborhood near 8775 E. CR 700 N. It 
would include 46 homes on an additional 36 acres.

Enjoy a day of puzzle fun at 
cardon.us/ai

DON’T BE PUZZLED ABOUT SENIOR LIVING OPTIONS -  
TAKE AN INFORMED LOOK INTO CUMBERLAND TRACE!

perplexed?

www.CumberlandTrace.us

804 East Main Street  •  Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer.  Coupon has no value.  Expires 09/30/2021.

Ce
le

br
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ing

 47 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974
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Danville Town Council 
approves new development, 

road updates
Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met Aug. 4. Meetings can be viewed on the town’s YouTube 
channel. The council meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Wednesdays of each month at 
Danville Town Hall, 49 N. Wayne St. The next scheduled meeting is Aug. 18. The ICON will 
report on that meeting in the next issue.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council rezoned property located at 569 N. CR 300 E from 
agriculture to a planned unit development. The petitioner is Lennar Home of 
Indiana. Lennar will build 323 single-family homes in the Balmoral development. It 
was approved with a 4-1 vote. Chris Gerald dissented. 

WHAT HAPPENED: A matching grant fund of $14,911 was approved for the town’s 
commitment to the Asphalt Pavement Association of Indiana, INDOT and the 
Indiana Local Technical Assistance Program for the Community Crossing Grant 
for Paving that they awarded for the town to improve Heritage Drive. These funds 
represent 25% of the project cost. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved $85,000 to pay for wayfinding signs at the 
roundabout at Main Street and County Road 200 E. This money will be pulled from 
tax increment financing funds and impact dollars already received from Walmart. A 
new Walmart Supercenter is located near the roundabout. 

WHAT IT MEANS: This property was annexed July 21. Lennar then met with the planning 
commission to solidify changes at the council’s request. Some include wainscotting and a 
four-sided brick wrap on the rear facades of 75% of homes that can be seen from County 
Road 300 East. There will be a 50-foot landscape buffer to the road and a tree conservation 
area. Construction is expected to begin this year. The first homes are expected to go on the 
market in early 2023. Balmoral could take nine years to complete. Gearld dissented because 
he thinks the town is overcommitting on planned unit developments.

WHAT IT MEANS: This grant was awarded to complete the milling and paving of Heritage 
Drive from Old Farm Road to the cul-de-sac at the end of the road. The total cost is $59,644. 
The grant is $44,733, or 75% of the total cost. These grants are awarded for assisting towns 
to maintain and upkeep safe and efficient roads. 

WHAT IT MEANS: A large vertical sign in the middle of the roundabout will welcome 
visitors to Danville. Signage will also direct drivers to places of interest throughout the 
town. Some money will fund electrical and landscaping in the roundabout. Councilman 
Greg VanLaere said the town has worked on the sign design for several years, and it is good 
to see it coming to fruition. 
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Dancers from the annual Dancing with the Hendricks 
County Stars will take the stage Saturday. The annual 
Hendricks County Museum fundraiser chooses commu-
nity members to participate in the event with professional 
dance partners from Arthur Murray Dance Studio. 

The event is at 6 p.m. Aug. 21 at the Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. Purchase tickets at 
hendrickscountymuseum.org.

Before attending the event, get to know this year’s danc-
ers.

ARIELLE BROWN
Arielle Brown is a physician assistant at IU West Hospital. 

She and her fiancé Taylor live in  Irvington 
with their four cats, Sloane, Herman, Bruce 
Wayne and Ivy.

She enjoys listening to music and true 
crime podcasts, going to concerts, danc-
ing with friends, playing tennis and cook-
ing. Brown took dance classes in elementary 
school and loves to dance for fun.  

She hopes to improve her self confi-
dence, flexibility and dancing ability, learn a 
new skill and meet new people. 

“‘Dancing with the Stars’ is one of my favorite shows, and 
I have always been interested in taking ballroom dance les-
sons, so this seemed like the perfect opportunity to get my 
feet wet in a new skill and support a great cause,” she said. 
“The museum is a wonderful piece of history that deserves 
to be preserved as long as possible.”

BUDDY FAULKNER
Buddy Faulkner is the facility services coordinator at 

Brownsburg Community School Corpora-
tion and is a lifetime Brownsburg Bulldog. He 
and his wife Bessie have been married for 33 
years and have five children: John, Lilly, Matt, 
Anna and Kirsten, cats Billie and Molly and 
dog Casper. 

His community activities include tutor-
ing children with reading challenges, serving 
homeless neighbors and assisting at-risk 
families during the holiday season. He en-
joys traveling, being outdoors, reading and cooking.

“Our history helps to shape our future,” he said. “I believe 
the Hendricks County Museum plays a vital role in preserv-
ing this history and making it available for present and fu-
ture generations.  It is a privilege to live in our great county, 
and I do not take it for granted.” 

He joked about how little dance experience he has. 
“As you will see, absolutely none unless you count the 

‘Cupid Shuffle’ at weddings. The last few years have been 
challenging, as both of my parents have passed away. I 
wanted to do something that would be fun and take me 
completely out of my comfort zone. It is important as we 
get older to not worry about the outcome as much, enjoy 
the process and not take ourselves too seriously.” 

MADISON HENDERSON
Madison Henderson has worked in geriatrics for more 

than fifteen years and is the new community engagement 
director for the Town of Danville.

She has a servant’s heart and believes in service above 
self. She belongs to the Danville Rotary Club, Westside Pro-
fessional Women’s Group and is a volunteer with Dementia 

Friends Indiana. She is a Certified Dementia Practitioner and 
a CPR instructor for the American Heart Association.

Henderson is participating in Leadership 
Hendricks County.

“I attended the program in 2019 and loved 
it,” she said. “I feel honored to be able to help 
my community by raising funds for the Hen-
dricks County Historical Museum.”  

Henderson grew up in Avon but lives in 
Danville with her husband Josh of 10 years 
and their 5-year-old daughter Emelia. They 
enjoy being outside, bicycling, running and 
painting. Henderson recently started learning to play golf.

Madison works out at Vfit Athlete in Brownsburg, but her 
passion is dancing. She hopes to learn something new, have 
fun and help raise money for the Hendricks County Histori-
cal Museum.

STEVE HITE
Steve Hite is the energy services supervisor at Hendricks 

Power Cooperative and started with the com-
pany in 2009. He is a Building Performance 
Institute certified building analyst.

He is active within the community, provid-
ing schools with electrical safety programs 
and participating in other co-op-sponsored 
events and organizations. Hite is a member 
of the class of 2016 Leadership Hendricks 
County. He served in the Army and military 
police and previously worked in new home 
construction. 

He has lived in Hendricks County for 17 years. Hite enjoys 
home remodeling projects, woodworking, riding his motor-
cycle and spending time with friends and family.

“My only real dance experience comes from growing up 
in the 80s,” he said. “It is hard to not dance when you have 
a good 80s tune on. I think I still have some old parachute 
pants if anyone would like to borrow them. I am looking for-
ward to dancing for a great cause and supporting the Hen-
dricks County Historical Museum.”

MELANIE NICHOLS
Melanie Nichols has been married to her husband Henry 

for 26 years. They have four sons Brady, Hudson, Harris and 
Hogan ranging in age from 16-25.   

Nichols teaches fitness classes and is a personal trainer at 

Richard A. Carlucci Recreation and Aquatic Center. She loves 
spending time outdoors with her family and 
dogs Murphy and Mischa. She is an endur-
ance athlete, but her passion is yoga. Food is 
her love language. The family are members 
of Plainfield Christian Church.

Nichols wants to participate in Dancing 
with the Hendricks County Stars because she 
enjoys pushing her limits of self-discovery, 
and while she loves to dance, her friends 
say she, “dances like an aerobics instructor.”

Living in many places while growing up, Nichols is pas-
sionate about putting down roots. The museum helps foster 
the sense of community and roots that she feels are valu-
able and important.

CHRIS TINCHER
Chris Tincher is the Chick-fil-A of Avon franchisee opera-

tor. He and his wife Amber have been mar-
ried for 26 years and have three children 
Chloe, Jasmine and Reece.

He spends time outdoors cycling, disc 
golf, hiking and spending time with his fam-
ily. He is on the board of directors for Avon 
Education Foundation, Leadership Hendricks 
County and HRH YMCA Emeritus Advisory. 
Tincher is a mentor for the Youth Leadership 
of Hendricks County and Wayne Township 
HOSTS. He coaches for AJAA Youth Sports and is a member 
of the Avon Chamber of Commerce.

Tincher hopes to bring awareness to the Hendricks Coun-
ty Historical Museum, overcome his fear of dancing and 
take his wife out dancing.

“I love an opportunity to give back to our community and 
to help make Hendricks County the best place to live, work 
and play,” he said. “We have such a gem in our community 
with the HCHM and old county jail.”

JOHN UNISON
John Unison is an internal medicine and pediatrics physi-

cian for Hendricks Regional Health and has 
worked there for 22 years. He and his wife 
Dana have been married for 28 years and 
have three children, Emily, Reid and Anna. 

Unison learned to cha cha, waltz, swing 
and foxtrot when he attended Cotillion as a 
teen. His most recent dance experience is to 
80s music when out at local concerts.

Unison is on committees at Avon United 
Methodist Church. He has been named 
Hendricks County Top Doctor, featured in Indianapolis 
Monthly’s Top Physicians and sits on the HRH Medical Ex-
ecutive Board.

“I am honored to represent my amazing colleagues at 
Hendricks Regional Health,” he said. “I am a longtime resi-
dent in the county and want to see its history preserved for 
future generations, given such tremendous change I have 
seen over the last 22 years.”

SUZANNE SHAFER
Suzanne Shafer is a flight attendant with 

Republic Airways.  She and her husband Carl 
own Shafer Collison in Danville.

Dancing with the Hendricks County Stars introduces competitors
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By Lindsay Doty

Even though summer is winding down and the kids are 
getting back into the school routine, there’s still plenty of 
outdoor community fun ahead in Hendricks County. 

When it comes to community events, there’s plenty on 
the calendar. Whether it’s checking out the craft booths at 
Danville’s Fair on the Square, cheering on the hometown 
parade during Plainfield’s Quaker Days or watching fire-
works at the Avon Community Heritage Festival, the local 
festival lineup is chock full of fun. 

FAIR ON THE SQUARE
Danville’s Tri Kappa Fair on the Square is planned for the 

weekend of Sept. 11 in the downtown Historic Square. This 
year, organizers have more than 70 craft vendors to cele-
brate unique items from handmade greeting cards and hair 
bows to custom wrought iron and woodworking pieces.

Booths will line the surrounding Hendricks County Court-
house. The event also includes live music, locally-grown 
foods and (new this year) lemon shake-ups.

Festivities will kick off Saturday morning with the Fair on 
the Square Marathon, Half-Marathon and 5K.

In 2020, organizers introduced the marathon distance 
to the Fair on the Square Half Marathon to provide run-
ners with a marathon opportunity during COVID times. 
The marathon sold out at 150 participants representing 21 
states. Because of the success, they’ve added the marathon 
distance again in 2021.

Fair on the Square typically draws around 2,000 visitors 
from across Indiana. Tri Kappa organizers have collaborat-
ed with other local organizations, so there are also blocks 
worth of activities going on within walking distance. The 
Danville Fire Department will host its annual meal stand 
one block west, and the Danville Public Library will hold its 
books sale one block east, to name a few.

Shops and restaurants and the art gallery will be open on 
the town Square during the event. 

Fair on the Square raises around $5,000 for Tri Kappa 
scholarships that go to Danville High School seniors who 

live in the community. They also give out grants in the fall 
and spring. 

NORTH SALEM OLD FASHION DAYS RETURNS
After taking a year off because of the pandemic, the an-

nual North Salem Old Fashion Days returns Labor Day week-
end with a packed schedule of fun.

The three-day festival celebrates small town charm by 
transporting guests back to the simpler days.

“I’m in charge of the horse pull, and it should be a fan-
tastic year,” said Tracy McGhee, who runs a couple of horse 
pulls a season and loves it. “The Belgian horses look like di-
nosaurs, but they are docile.” 

His event typically involves six to eight teams of horses. 
“The horses know what’s up. That is what they are bred 

for, to pull heavy loads. It’s very enjoyable to watch. Some 
people come just for the horse pull,” said McGhee.

It’s just one slot in a jam-packed schedule for the home-
town event that also boasts the largest parade in Hendricks 
County, a tractor pull, a cornhole tournament, a run/walk, 
pie contest, car show, good homemade eats, live music and 
a pet parade that draws colorful costumes and kids.

“We have had roosters, snakes, goats, guinea pigs, you 
name it,” said Vicki Cox, vice president of the North Salem 
Old Fashion Days, who has been part of the event for two 
decades.

She says it’s that hometown feel that keeps people com-
ing back.

“Everyone is so pleasant. I just think it’s a well-attended 
event and well-organized,” said Cox, who co-owns Garden 
Gate Gift and Flower Shop at the corner of Broadway and 
Pearl and understands both sides of being a vendor.

She says she learned a few things from former longtime 
festival organizer Doty Basham who knows how to run an 
event.

“We have at least a 70% return from vendors at North Sa-
lem Old Fashion Days, and that says a lot,” said Cox.

The weekend kicks off with the smorgasbord breakfast at 
United Methodist Church on Saturday morning. Weekend 
entertainment includes acts like Vinnie and the Moochers 
and No Criminal Record. There will be dozens of craft ven-
dors and a kid zone with daily character meet and greets 
and ponies.

“It’s just nonstop all weekend,” said Cox, who estimates 
crowds could be around 5,000 people. “We are so excited. I 
think it is going to be one of our biggest Old Fashion Days 
yet.”

ON THE COVER: Folks peruse the car show during the 2019 North 
Salem Old Fashion Days. (Photo by Rick Myers)

Communities plan for parades, 
festivals and hometown heritage

Tractors move down the parade route during a previous North Salem Old Fashion Days parade, which is considered the largest parade in Hendricks 
County. (Photo provided by Vicki Cox)

Vendor booths with a variety of homemade products surround the 
courthouse in Danville’s 2018 Tri Kappa Fair on the Square.  
(Photo provided by Danville Tri Kappa)

Little girls dressed with a circus theme pose for a picture during a former 
pet parade. (Photo provided by Vicki Cox)
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  09/30/2021.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 09/30/2021.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

“The Community Foundation cultivates the best
of what we have to offer one another as a 
community. It helps amplify and organize the 
goodwill of individuals into a more impactful, 
unified resource. I love contributing to that
vision and impact.”

-Bradley Riley-Bradley Riley

FALL EVENTSFALL EVENTSFALL EVENTS
The fall calendar is filled with community festival opportunities throughout 
Hendricks County. From fun runs to fireworks to craft booths and parades, 
there is no shortage of things to do throughout the autumn weekends. 

NORTH SALEM OLD FASHION DAYS
What: A three-day hometown festival 
taking place Labor Day weekend that 
features the largest parade in Hen-
dricks County with live music, food, craft 
booths, horse pulls, a car show, tractor 
pull, a Little Miss/Mr. contest and more.
When: Sept 4-6
Where: Main Street in North Salem. 
Cost: Free 
Website: northsalemoldfashiondays.
com

FAIR ON THE SQUARE
When: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Sept 11 and 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Sept. 12
Where: Hendricks County Courthouse 
Square, 1 Courthouse Square, Danville
 Cost: Free
Vendor applications: danvilletrikappa.
org/fair-on-the-square.html or email TK-
FairontheSquare@gmail.com.

10TH ANNUAL FAIR ON THE SQUARE MARATHON, 
HALF MARATHON AND 5K

Start times: 7:15 a.m., 8 a.m., 8:15 a.m.
Register: carmelroadracinggroup.com 
or go faironthesquarehalf.com
Cost: $60, $55, $35.

• The marathon is a USATF certified 
marathon distance using a two-loop 
course as a 2021-22 Boston qualifier.

ST. MALACHY COUNTRY FAIR & HOG ROAST
What: St. Malachy Country Fair and Hog 
Roast will bring family fun to the sur-
rounding community. Games, carnival 
rides, pork burgers and live music. 
When: 4 p.m.-11 p.m. Sept. 17, 3-11 p.m. 
Sept. 18
Where: St. Malachy Church & School, 
9833 E. CR 750 N, Brownsburg
Cost: Free to enter; rides, games and 
food purchased with Country Cash. 
Website: stmalachy.org/collaborate/
country-fair-and-hog-roast

HOG JOG 5K 
When: 9 a.m. Sept. 18 
Cost: $25 ages 12 and up; $10 ages 6-11; 
5 and under free

AVON COMMUNITY  HERITAGE FESTIVAL
When: 4-9 p.m. Saturday, September 25
Where: Washington Township Park
435 Whipple Lane, Avon. 

• 5K Color Throw and Fun Run 4 p.m- 6 
p.m.

• Trivia Contest 6 p.m.
• Crowd Therapy concert 7 p.m. 
• Beer Garden 6 p.m.

Fireworks: 9 p.m.
Cost: Free

5K COLOR THROW AND FUN RUN
• 5K and 1-mile family fun option
• Register by September 1 to guaran-

tee a race t-shirt.
• Must register.

Cost: $25 per person
Website: avoncommunityheritagefesti-
val.org

• Register by Sept. 1 to guarantee a 
race shirt.

PLAINFIELD QUAKER DAY PARADE
When: 10 a.m. Sept. 18
Where: Along Main Street (U.S. 40) from 
Duke Energy lot to Vestal Road in Plain-
field.

QUAKER DAY FESTIVAL CRAFTS AND CAR SHOW
When: 8-4 p.m. Sept. 18
Where: Plainfield Friends Church, 105 S. 
East St., Plainfield
Cost: Free
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By Lindsay Doty

Hospital staff members at Indiana University Health 
West Hospital held a ribbon cutting on Aug. 12 to com-
memorate the new Post Anesthesia Care Unit (PACU), the 
final patient care area to open in the hospital’s $84 mil-
lion vertical expansion. 

The new space allows team members to meet the 
needs of patients receiving inpatient and outpatient sur-
gical care.

“The new space will allow us to meet the needs of the 
surgical patients in our community by ensuring we have 
the capacity to provide timely surgical intervention,” 
said Michelle Strahl, manager of clinical operations at IU 
Health West Hospital. “It really is an exciting accomplish-
ment for our team and patients.”

The new space allows the hospital to open two ad-
ditional operating room suites and space for additional 

pre and post-operation rooms, bringing the total to nine 
PACU bays and 20 pre and post rooms. 

The expansion has added an additional 48 inpatient 
beds, a catheterization lab, two operating rooms, an inpa-
tient dialysis unit, a new space for inpatient pharmacy, a 
new kitchen and classroom areas and additional parking. 

“This project is the culmination of a lot of work by a 
vast number of dedicated individuals including archi-
tects, contractors, subcontractors, health professionals 
and members of the IU Health team,” said Paul Ivkovich, 
vice president of operations. “As this project approaches 
the finish line there are feelings of great joy and happi-
ness by the occupants of the new sections of the hospital 
and their ability to move into the new spaces. There is a 
feeling of satisfaction on having completed this monu-
mental task.”

By Lindsay Doty

From basketball to track and field, a mix of Brownsburg 
high school athletes gathered after school on July 28 for their 
first Student Athlete Leadership (SALT) meeting. 

The new program developed within the Brownsburg ath-
letic department is designed to cultivate leadership capabili-
ties in Brownsburg student-athletes. SALT brings coaches and 
athletes from Brownsburg’s 22 athletic programs together 
with school administration for bimonthly meetings. 

“We discussed what it meant to be a positive leader of 
character, and of course, we competed and had some fun,” ex-
plains Brownsburg High School athletic director Drew Tower 
about the first meeting. 

SALT Leaders are selected team leaders from Brownsburg’s 
22 athletic programs. Each program is represented by one 
athlete per every seven athletes on the team.

“Our mission is to develop a championship environment in 
our athletic department by purposefully focusing on the lead-
ership and character development of our team leaders across 
all teams in order to build championship teams with champi-
onship people,” he said. 

Words like trustworthy and loyal are part of the program. 
Tower says they have a high standard of excellence in the 

athletic department, but the purpose is focused on the per-
son that our athletes are becoming as a part of the process.

“To first lead others, our SALT members must first learn to 
lead themselves. In the process of their personal leadership 
development, each SALT member will lead a small group of 
their teammates. We are confident this will have a powerful 
impact on not only the culture of our athletic programs but 
the camaraderie that will be established on each team.”

The group effort includes not only the student athletes but 
the coaches, administrators and families at Brownsburg High 
School. 

For a list of SALT leaders, head to brownsburghs.presto-
sports.com/sports/SALT/SALT_Leaders

COMMUNITY

We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

Roman Numerals

Athletes from Brownsburg High School’s 22 athletic programs gathered for the 
inaugural SALT meeting on July 28 to discuss leadership among student athletes.  
(Photo provided by Brownsburg High School Athletics)

IU Health West Hospital in Avon opens new 
patient care area in $84 million expansion

Brownsburg High School starts leadership program  
for student athletes

Danville Community School Corporation honored its 2021 retirees Jim 
Hatcher and Brian Hughes. Both served the district as bus mechanics, 
Hatcher for 17 years and Hughes for 34. (Photo provided by Danville 
Community School Corporation)

17 & 3417 & 34

Team members at IU Health West Hospital  in Avon cut the ribbon on Aug. 12 to mark the opening of the hospital’s new patient care area. 
(Photo provided by IU Health West Hospital)
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FranciscanDocs.org

Schedule Today
(844) 376-2778

welcoming family medicine patients
Joe Richardville, MD, CAQSM, is welcoming new patients of all ages at Plainfield 
Family Medicine.

Dr. Richardville is board-certified in family medicine. He is a graduate of the Indiana 
University School of Medicine and the Franciscan Health Family Medicine Residen-
cy. He has additional fellowship training in sports medicine. Away from the office, 
Dr. Richardville enjoys all outdoor activities, running, and cheering on Indianapolis 
sports teams.

IN-PERSON OR VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE

By Lindsay Doty

This fall the Rockwood Play and Nature 
Learning Center in Avon will welcome its 
first class of preschoolers. The new nature-
themed preschool has classrooms that in-
clude cozy reading nooks, natural light and 
a 3-acre outdoor space where students can 
explore nature while learning. The grounds 
boast a range of trees, open grassy areas, 
native plants, toads and more.

“It was pairing the gifts of easily accessi-
ble nature and providing an opportunity for 
local early learners to observe, appreciate 
and conserve nature that led me to develop 
our nature-themed preschool approach,” 
said Patty McLane of Rockwood Play and 
Nature Learning Center.

“By growing and tending to a native pol-
linator garden, students will learn about the 
benefits of native plants,” she said.

The preschool will also be a Monarch 
Waystation where kids can learn about the 
life cycle of Monarch butterflies while caring 
for caterpillars and releasing butterflies.

“In addition to having a nature classroom, 
with a foundation in play-based learning 
and social-emotional wellness while nurtur-
ing kindness and compassion through the 
beauty of nature, the Rockwood Play and 
Nature Learning Center provides a unique 
preschool experience or supplement to 

Nature-themed preschool opens in Avon on former sanitarium property

Rockwood Play and 
Nature Learning Center

354 N. CR 625 E, Avon,
Spots available for new students in 

Tuesday/Thursday morning class 
from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

(219) 644-5373
rockwoodplayandnature@gmail.com

homeschool curriculum.
The first session starts on Sept. 2. Classes 

are small with a max of five students.
A SLICE OF HISTORY:

The new preschool location has a unique 
history. It’s located on the grounds of the 
former Rockwood Tuberculosis Sanatorium 

that operated in the early 1900s.
The 70-acre property was purchased in 

1907 by Dr. Thomas Beasley and R. Har-
vey Moore with plans to provide top-notch 
treatment for patients suffering from the 
disease.

The land produced the food for the 

patient’s meals. It included a recreation cen-
ter and living quarters for nurses and staff 
and small unheated cottages for patients 
to recover with open-air windows and cool 
temps, according to the Indiana Medical 
Journal archives. 

“As postcards were a popular form of 
communication in the early 1900s, the 
Rockwood Tuberculosis Sanitarium had its 
own postcards so patients could update 
their friends and families of their health 
and treatment,” shared Patty McLane. “We 
are only the fifth family to live here, and we 
are humbled to be part of its history. This 
property has been a tuberculosis sanitari-
um, a well-known horse ranch and now a 
preschool.”
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By Lindsay Doty

For those who dream of flying or appreci-
ate the aviation world, the Hendricks Coun-
ty Aviation Association is hosting a Lunch 
at the Airport event Aug. 21. The event is a 
chance for people to check out planes, talk 
to pilots and learn more about the flight 
school located on the field. There will also 
be an emergency helicopter, an airport fire 
truck, remote controlled planes and hot air 
balloons.

“The Lunch at the Airport is a unique op-
portunity for the public to get up close and 
personal with the pilots and aircraft of Hen-
dricks County,” said Amy Hills, information 
officer of the Hendricks County Aviation 
Association. She pursued flying as a hobby 
and lifelong dream several years ago and 
has loved every second.

“I’ve been so blessed,” she said.
Hills is a fixed-wing pilot who flies her 

plane regularly and loves being up in the air.
She’s one of several pilots who will be on 

hand at the event to talk aviation in hopes 
of inspiring more people to pursue their pi-
lot dreams.

The flight school is located on the field 
with knowledgeable instructors to answer 
any questions about learning to fly as a ca-
reer or a hobby.

Small planes at the Hendricks County Airport off Gordon Graham Boulevard in Danville will be on display 
at the Lunch at the Airport event taking place Aug. 21. (Photo provided by the Hendricks County Aviation 
Association)

Hendricks County Airport invites plane enthusiasts for a day

Lunch at the Airport
When: 10 a.m-4 p.m. Aug. 21
Where: Hendricks County Airport, 
2749 Gordon Graham Blvd., Dan-
ville.
Cookout lunch: 11 a.m-2 p.m.
Cost: $7 adults, $5 children, 6 and 
under free.
Pilots of fly-in aircraft eat free. 
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National Night Out comes brings community  

and law enforcement together

The main attraction at the Danville National Night Out was a tug of war 
between the Danville police and firefighters, with the firefighters victorious. 
(Photo by Gus Pearcy)

Plainfield Deputy Chief Joseph Aldridge poses for a 
photo with a young supporter. (Photo courtesy of 
Plainfield Police Department)

Stella Riggs takes a swipe during the car smash at 
Danville’s National Night Out. (Photo by Gus Pearcy)

 Avon Town Council member Robert Pope cooks hot 
dogs at the Avon National Night Out Aug. 2. (Photo by 
Gus Pearcy)

Avon took a moment of silence and rang the Freedom 
Bell. (Photo by Gus Pearcy)

Hendricks 
County towns 
hosted National 
Night events 
that brings the 
community 
together 
with law 
enforcement. 
Plainfield 
hosted theirs 
at the police 
station, while 
Avon residents 
gathered in the 
Lowe’s parking 
lot. Danville 
held its event 
at town hall. 
Brownsburg 
is planning its 
event for Oct. 1. 

HELP DRIVE THE  
FUTURE OF EV 
POWER. 
Whether you currently own an electric vehicle or you’re considering 
one, your responses will inform the future of our co-op. Visit 
PowerMoves.com/ev-survey to ensure you have the support you need 
to drive into the future.

HAVE YOUR SAY.

TAKE THE QUICK SURVEY.
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Friends of the Library accepts book donations 

The Friends of the Library for the Dan-
ville Public Library are accepting book 
donations again. 

All donations can be taken at the cir-
culation desk or placed in the bin inside 
Rosalie’s Room. Donated materials must 
be recent or gently used fiction or nonfic-
tion books, CDs, vinyl records or DVDs/
Blu-rays. 

Items with ripped covers, musty or 
broken spines will not be accepted. The 

library will accept two bags or boxes per 
donation unless previously arranged with 
the director. Call (317) 745-2604 before 
bringing in donations. 

Rosalie’s Room is open during regular 
business hours for browsing. All items 
are available for a donation. Proceeds go 
to the Friends of the Library, which sup-
ports children, teen and adult programs 
throughout the year.  The fall sale will be 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 10-11.

In response to rising COVID-
positive cases, Indiana 
Department of Health held 
a drive-thru COVID-19 
vaccine and testing clinic at 
Hendricks Regional Health 
Brownsburg Hospital. 
Contact the Hendricks 
County Health Department 
at (317) 745-9368 with 
questions. (Photo provided 
by HRH) 
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Our highly skilled team believes in 

treating you as a whole person—

not just a symptom. At IU Health 

Physicians Orthopedics & Sports 

Medicine in Avon, you’ll have 

access to a broad range of 

specialty care services. 

Our orthopedic and sports medicine specialist, Dr. Emily Cha, is currently accepting 
new patients. Call 317.944.9400 to schedule an appointment today.
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Care to Change opens registration  
for Marriage Weekend

Avon-based Care to Change and Mis-
sion Uprising will host their first Marriage 
Weekend from Nov. 12-14 at Abe Martin 
Lodge in Nashville, Ind. 

Registration is now open. Cost is $250 
per couple and includes meals, retreat 

supplies and pre-event online assess-
ment. Hotel accommodations are avail-
able at a discounted rate. For more 
information, visit missionuprising.com/
new-products/marriage-weekend.

Hendricks Regional Health  
updates visitor guidelines

As of Aug. 9, Hendricks Regional Health 
announced that in accordance with CDC 
guidelines, all patients and visitors age 2 
and up, including fully vaccinated people, 
must wear a mask in any Hendricks Re-
gional Health facility. 

Visitors ages 14 and older are permit-
ted in the ICU, enMotion Recovery Care, 
Childcare Center, Medical and Surgery 
Unit daily from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Two visitors 
are allowed and must be the same two 
people each day (interpreters are not 

included in the limit). 
In the pediatric unit, visitation is open 

for parents/guardians and other visitors 
when medically appropriate. 

One visitor is allowed in the emergency 
department, outpatient areas and physi-
cians offices unless the patient is a minor, 
then two are permitted.

 COVID-positive visitors are not al-
lowed. 

For more information, visit hendricks.
org/visiting-hours.

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2020-2021 school year.

GRANT NAME:
Racially Diverse Toys  
in Kindergarten
at Reagan Elementary
Sponsored in part by Hendricks Regional Health

AMOUNT:
$2,945.00

To help create a rich learning 
environment where racial differences 
are accepted and celebrated, this 
grant purchased toys that represent 
various ethnicities, cultures and 
skin colors. These items are used 
at learning stations that include 
dolls, play food, puzzles, books 
and people. Toys that embrace 
many ethnicities and cultures 
will be used by students for years to 
come and will encourage questions and 
open conversations allowing students 
and teachers to celebrate the uniqueness 
of all individuals.

Just part of the $130,000 that BEF 
awarded in grants this past year.

Thanks to our BEF grant  
our students have opportunities to 
play with toys that look like them! 
They have care for babies, create 

homes for block families, serve 
food from different cultures in our 

“restaurants” and work puzzles with 
families of diverse cultural groups. It 

has been beautiful to watch!
CINDY HAMILTON

“

”
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AS SEEN IN THE HENDRICKS COUNTY BUSINESS LEADER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

F O R E ! 
S I G H T
By Mike Beas

Jeff Schroeder remembers with impressive clarity the first time his golf spikes 
touched the grounds of Prestwick Country Club. 

The 62-year old Speedway native, the course’s club professional the past six years, 
can even provide a year, reason and opponent.

“I think in 1975 we played Danville High School out here in a match, and it was 
on the front nine,” said Schroeder, who would have been a sophomore for the Spark 
Plugs boys golf squad that spring. “Things happen in full-circles.

“I took my interview to become a PGA member at this place back in 1985, and now 
here I am back here again.”

As was the case during those initial visits to the Avon course, Schroeder, who 
went on to play at Ball State University, has a mission. He wants to lead the charge in 
returning every aspect of Prestwick to its heyday.

Prestwick, opened as a nine-hole layout in 1974 before expanding to 18 holes the 
following year, enjoyed decades of being viewed as one of Indiana’s finest and most-
challenging courses before eventually falling into court-ordered receivership.

The course had recently been managed by two different companies – one based 
in Chicago and the other in Carmel. However, Prestwick went back to conducting all 
business in-house effective July 1.

“The very first one in 2018 was a company out of Chicago called Golf Visions. And 
then, in 2019, it was Cohoat and O’Neal,” said Schroeder. “There are benefits to having 
a management company, but when the new owner came in, he looked at it and 
wanted to make sure he’d make the right decisions.

“If we’re going to be making the right decisions, let’s be making them ourselves.”
The golf industry as a whole experienced a decline in popularity in the mid-2000s. 

Reasons ranged from – or, some say, was a sum of – the nation’s economy to the 
cost of playing to the investment of time needed to complete 18 holes to, finally, the 
sport being too hard for the novice to learn and, therefore, enjoy.

On May 21, Avon resident Feroze Ohab purchased Prestwick Country Club. Ohab, 
chief executive officer of O F Ohab Company, is well-schooled on the country club’s 
impressive past and sees no reason why it can’t return as a destination whether it’s 
golf, dining, meetings or banquets.

“There are a couple reasons we wanted to buy it,” said Ohab, a 1986 graduate of 
Ben Davis High School. “We’re significant land owners in the area, and sometimes 
when you want to keep your values up and you caught wind of some things that 
might be happening, we want to keep the area as conservative as possible and as 
respectful to everybody surrounding the area.

“My intention for this is to get it back to more exclusive type … not to shut people 
out or anything, but from what I’m learning, it’s one of the best laid-out courses in 
central Indiana. Our intention is to bring it back up to the days that it was. Jeff knows 

With new ownership,  Jeff Schroeder looks to make 
Prestwick Country Club a destination once more
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that if it works, there’s a possibility of 
a whole, brand new facility being built 
here with banquet rooms and upstairs/
downstairs restaurant overlooking the 18 
holes.”

Ohab is in soft talks with a company 
out west that specializes in the 
construction of new clubhouses. For now, 
however, the objective is to improve as 
many aspects as possible of the course 
and current clubhouse facility.

Previously known as Golf Club of 
Prestwick, the course hosted 27 high 
school state golf finals (14 boys, 13 girls) 
from the 1986-1987 school year through 
1999-2000. The narrowness of certain 
fairways, well-positioned water hazards 
and more challenged the state’s best prep 
golfers in ways state finals venues before 
and since haven’t.

“The important focus is outside the 
clubhouse,” said Schroeder. “In other 
words, the golf course. We’ve got a project 
list that we’re going to tackle. Some of it 
you may not see right away in the heat 
of the summer, but there are things we’re 
going to plan on doing in the fall.”

This includes course irrigation, 
replacing the cart paths and addressing 
bunkers on all 18 holes. Schroeder 

said Prestwick employs between 20-25 
persons, a number consistent with past 
years.

“We still do have our banquet space 
that we do rent out, and we have a few 
events booked in there this year,” said 
Schroeder. “That’s going to be one of 
the big things we’re going to look at – 
marketing the facility a lot more than 
what it has been because the trajectory is 
upwards for us.”

Ohab’s glass-half-full way of thinking is 
one of the main reasons why.

The new owner’s mindset is that if 
someone tells him no, he finds a way to 
bend it into a yes. The longtime Westsider 
persistently, or maybe it’s stubbornly, 
sees possibility in what others deem 
impossibility.

“The big challenge, really, is letting the 
people know that this place is going to 
be different,” said Schroeder. “They always 
look at you and go, ‘Yeah, I’ve heard that 
before’, but here we are and our golf 
course is probably the best it’s been in 
quite some time.

“We hear from quite a few people … I 
remember when. But, to be honest with 
you, that’s the goal of our owner and the 
whole staff. At the end of the day, we 
want people to walk away and say, ‘That’s 
what I remember about Prestwick.’ ”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Getting to know Jeff Schroeder
With all the golf you’ve played in your life, what were your best rounds?

If it was in competition, probably the two rounds at PGA National in Palm 
Beach, Florida, in the stroke-play championship. I barely made the cut and shot 
even-par the last two rounds to finish in the top 10.

As the face of Prestwick, what is the main feedback you want to hear?
We want to hear (golfers) say it’s great to be back at Prestwick. We want to hear 
that positive feedback. It’s going to take a little bit of time, but we want to hear 
people say they’ll definitely be back.

Away from golf, what do you like to do for fun?
I used to do some fishing and stuff like that, but I haven’t had much of a chance 
to do that. Really just kind of relax. People ask what I do on my day off. I don’t 
play golf. I just try to get away and relax with the family.

While growing up, who were your golfing idols?
I’d be remiss if I didn’t say my dad (Rollie) because he got me into the game of 
golf. He was the golf professional in Speedway for 39 years. He’s definitely my 
No. 1.

What did the sport teach you that you still find beneficial today?
The main thing I learned from golf is it tells you a lot about the character of a 
person. It also shows the integrity and the honesty. The thing I really like about 
it is meeting the people. I’ve been very fortunate to be at some really, really nice 
places where I’ve met countless people that I’ve kept close friendships with and 
business relationships. I’ve been afforded opportunities that I never would have 
had it not been for golf.

AS SEEN IN THE HENDRICKS COUNTY BUSINESS LEADER
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Dr. Shannon L. Austin’s 18-year career has involved a broad range of 
experiences in hearing healthcare.  She spent fifteen years in clinical 
audiology on Indianapolis’ west side and six years teaching under-

graduate Audiology courses at Butler University 
before spending three years as an Account 
Executive for a major hearing aid manufacturer.  
SLA Audiology fulfills a dream of private practice 
ownership for Dr. Austin and brings her back to 
her genuine joy of patient care.   She is passion-
ate about professional, individualized hearing 
care and cherishes the special bonds that are 
created with patients and their families.  The 

treatment of hearing loss can be an emotional journey and she values 
the trust patients place in her.

Shannon completed her Doctor of Audiology (Au.D.) at Ball State Uni-
versity and her undergraduate degree in Speech-Language Pathology 
from Indiana State University.  Dr. Austin is certified by the American 
Speech Language Hearing Association and a fellow member of the 
Academy of Doctors of Audiology.

Originally from Sullivan, Indiana, Dr. Austin, and her husband have 
made Brownsburg their home since 2002. They have two daughters.  

Dr. Austin looks forward to continuing her reputation as a trusted 
resource in the community for all aspects of hearing healthcare. 
As an independently owned business, SLA Audiology can get you 
on the right path with recommendations that are always in your 
best interest. 

SLA Audiology officially opened on June 1, 2021.  We are cur-
rently accepting patients of all ages.  We are also glad to help 
determine a plan of care for patients who wear devices that were 
purchased elsewhere.  Evening and early morning appointments 
are available weekly. 

You can schedule an appointment by calling  
317-932-0099 or at our website at SLAaudiology.com

480 East Northfield Drive, Suite 600 
Brownsburg, IN 46112

(317) 932-0099 • SLAaudiology.com

Shannon L. Austin, 
Au.D., CCC-A

HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home in Plainfield dates back to the 1870s and has a long history serving 
Hendricks County residents. (Photo by Lyla Turner)

By Ken Sebree

There comes a time in every family 
when they must say a final goodbye to a 
loved one. The services of a professional 
funeral director can often make this bur-
den more bearable, and Hampton-Gen-
try Funeral Home has a 147-year history 
doing just that.

The business had its beginnings 
when funeral director Sebastian Hiss 
began his trade in 1874. He opened his 
business in the Hiss building at the cor-
ner of Center and Main streets in down-
town Plainfield. 

His son William continued the busi-
ness from 1893-1905 before W.A. Rush-
ton bought the business in 1905 and 
later relocated it to 113 S. Center St. 
Rushton continued to serve the com-
munity from 1915-1933.

In 1927 Mark Hampton partnered 
with Rushton and later moved the busi-
ness to its current location at the corner 
of Main and Shaw streets and renamed 
it Rushton-Hampton Funeral Home. 

Hampton soon became the sole 
owner with yet another name change 
to Hampton Funeral Home. In 1950 he 

built the funeral home in its current lo-
cation at 106 Shaw St. The building was 
constructed as a funeral home in the 
front with the family residence to the 
rear and on the second floor.

When Mark Hampton unexpectedly 
passed away in 1964, R. Norwood Gen-
try and his wife Ruth Jo purchased the 
business from the Hampton family and 
renamed it Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, as it remains today. 

In the 1970s, the funeral home ex-
panded and was remodeled to its pres-
ent look. The Gentrys have since passed 
away, and their son Manuel Gentry con-
tinues to operate the business.

It is truly remarkable that this local busi-
ness has continued to operate for the past 
147 years spanning parts of three differ-
ent centuries and passing from one gen-
eration of a family to the next.

Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home’s life spans pieces of 

three different centuries

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect and 
resident of Hendricks County for well 
over 40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.
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Personalized 
vascular care 
close to home

In-person and virtual visits available

The vascular specialists you trust are at Ascension Medical Group Avon Heart and Vascular 
Care. We o� er heart and vascular testing on-site, as well as virtual visits. If we do see you for 
an in-person appointment, know we’re fully prepared for your safety in our care.

Brent 
Marsden, MD
Vascular Surgery

Sarah
Strot, DO
Vascular Surgery

Katiri 
Elkins, NP
Vascular Surgery

Get the heart and vascular care that’s right for you at 
ascension.org/StVincentHeart or call 317-204-8140.

Avon Heart and Vascular Care
9166 E. US Highway 36
Avon, IN 46123

Ascension St. Vincent
© Ascension 2021. All rights reserved.

CAR SHOW � FESTIVAL

M E A L S O N W H E E L S O F

H E N D R I C K S C O U N T Y

P R E S E N T S O U R I N A U G U R A L

October 3, 2021

11a - 3p

Rural King Parking Lot in Avon

All  proceeds benefit Meals on

Wheels of Hendricks County.

Cars Food Contests Vendors Kids Zone

Details at HCMealsOnWheels.org/events
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HISTORY finds
Undefeated season and Olympic trials trophy

Hendricks County Museum in Danville is open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Come visit to see 
the special focus on a few of the county’s townships and our main roads: U.S. 41, U.S. 36, Indiana 136 
and Indiana 267. Other redecorated rooms hold refreshed interest. hendrickscountymusuem.com

By Judy Pingle

A basketball schedule against schools 
like Hanover, Franklin, St. Joseph, Oak-
land City, Taylor, Valparaiso, Indiana Cen-
tral and Butler was impressive. Add in 
Eastern Illinois, the University of Cincin-
nati, Ball State and Northeastern and it is 
even more so. Beating all of them is the 
most remarkable of all.

That is what the Central Normal Col-
lege team did in 1936. (Central Normal 
College was in Danville from 1878-1946, 
when it became Canterbury College 
from 1946-1951.)

A visit to the Central Normal College 
room at the Hendricks County Historical 
Museum will let visitors see the trophy 
celebrating their undefeated season and 
their trip to participate in the Olympic 
trials in Chicago.

Most of the members of this team 
graduated and became high school 

coaches throughout Indiana.
The Hendricks County Museum also 

has a collection of Central Normal Col-
lege yearbooks that can be referenced 
and a selection of college catalogs cover-
ing the school history.
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

AMO

William A. VanNice
William A. VanNice, 80, passed away Aug. 6, 2021. 
He was born Oct. 1, 1940. Services were held Aug. 
10 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville. Contributions 
may be made to the Clayton Baptist Church.

AVON

Arlene Williams
Arlene Williams, 84, passed away Aug. 12, 2021. 
She was born April 4, 1937. Services were held 
Aug. 16 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.
Virginia “Gini” Aileen Haggard 

Wodock
Virginia “Gini” Aileen Haggard Wodock, 69, passed 
away July 28, 2021. She was born May 22, 1952. 
Services will be held at a later date. Contributions 
may be made to the American Cancer Society. 
Jones Family Mortuary, Mooresville was entrusted 
with arrangements.

BROWNSBURG

Paula M. Corder
Paula M. Corder, 74, passed away Aug. 5, 2021. 
She was born Feb. 5, 1947. Services were held 
Aug. 11. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Marjorie A. Douglas Cripe
Marjorie A. Douglas Cripe, 89, Brownsburg, 
passed away August 4, 2021. She was born May 
18, 1932. Services were held Aug. 9 at Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Brett Faulk
Brett Faulk, 39, passed away Aug. 8, 2021. He was 
born March 18, 1982. Services were held Aug. 
16 at Family Funeral Care, West Indianapolis. 
Donations may be made to offset funeral costs.

Frances I. Goodman 
Frances I. Goodman, 88, passed away Aug. 16, 
2021. She was born Jan. 31, 1933. Private services 
will be held. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Lloyd Everett Hopkins 
Lloyd Everett Hopkins, 90, passed away Aug. 6, 
2021. He was born March 3, 1931. Services were 
held Aug. 10 at Connection Pointe Christian 
Church, Brownsburg. Contributions may be made 
to The Thirst Project. 

Alice C. Huffman
Alice C. Huffman, 91, passed away Aug. 10, 2021. 
She was born Aug. 7, 1930. Services were held 
Aug. 13 at St. Susanna Catholic Church. Plainfield 
Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted with 
arrangements. 

Evelyn L. Johnson
Evelyn L. Johnson, 90, passed away Aug. 10, 2021. 
She was born March 27, 1931. Services were held 
Aug. 16 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

CLAYTON

Donald W. Clayton
Donald W. Clayton, 72, passed away Aug. 11, 
2021. He was born Feb. 14, 1949. Services were 
held Aug. 16 at Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service & 
Crematory, Mooresville. 

Steven D. Smith
Steven D. Smith, 62, passed away Aug. 11, 2021. 
He was born April 27, 1959. Services were held 
Aug. 14 at Decatur Township Church of Christ, 
West Newton. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Clayton, was entrusted with arrangements. 

Derek A. Thomas
Derek A. Thomas, 37, passed away Aug. 5, 2021. 
He was born Nov. 11, 1983. Arrangements were 
pending at presstime. Weaver & Randolph Funeral 
Home, Clayton, was entrusted with arrangements. 

DANVILLE

Michael Ross Kidwell
Michael Ross Kidwell, 73, passed away Dec. 
17, 2020. He was born Jan. 16, 1947. Services 
will be at 11 a.m. Aug. 21 at Danville United 
Methodist Church. Full military honors will follow 
at Danville South Cemetery. Weaver & Randolph 
Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

INDIANAPOLIS

Angela “Angie” Ross-Lippard
Angela “Angie” Ross-Lippard, 49, passed away 
Aug. 7, 2021. She was born Nov. 23, 1971. Services 
were held Aug. 14 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield. Contributions may be made to 
the family for funeral expenses. 

Harold Jackson
Harold Jackson, 79, passed away Aug. 10, 2021. 
He was born May 2, 1942. Services were held Aug. 
16 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield

PLAINFIELD

Ola M. Green
Ola M. Green, 89, passed away Aug. 4, 2021. She 
was born Nov. 6, 1931. Services were held Aug. 12 
at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Wayne Ferguson
Wayne Ferguson, 95, passed away Aug. 9, 2021. 
He was born on Aug. 7, 1926. Services were 
held Aug. 12, 2021 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, followed by burial with military rites in 
Clayton Cemetery. Contributions can be made to 
The Gathering Together, Plainfield, or Mill Creek 
Christian Support Center, Danville.

Mark A. Hardwick
Mark A. Hardwick, 65, passed away Aug. 12, 2021. 
He was born Nov. 19, 1955. Services were held 
Aug. 17 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Donations may be made to the YMCA. 

James L.  “Jim” Lundon
James L.  “Jim” Lund, 92, passed away Aug. 12, 
2021. He was born Nov. 8, 1928. Services were 
held Aug. 17 in Calvary Bible Wesleyan Church, 
Plainfield. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with arrangements. 

Hendricks County obituaries are printed free 
of charge up to 50 words. Funeral directors are 
encouraged to send obituaries and photos to 

lyla@icontimes.com.

Legal Notice
Cause No. 45591

VERIFIED PETITION OF INDIANAPOLIS POWER & LIGHT COMPANY D/B/A AES INDIANA (“AES 
INDIANA”) FOR (1) ISSUANCE TO AES INDIANA OF A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE 
AND NECESSITY FOR THE ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT BY A WHOLLY OWNED AES INDIANA 
SUBSIDIARY OF A SOLAR POWER GENERATING FACILITY AND BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE 
SYSTEM PROJECT TO BE KNOWN AS THE PETERSBURG ENERGY CENTER (“THE PETERSBURG 
PROJECT”); (2) APPROVAL OF THE PETERSBURG PROJECT, INCLUDING A JOINT VENTURE 
STRUCTURE BETWEEN AN AES INDIANA SUBSIDIARY AND ONE OR MORE TAX EQUITY PARTNERS 
AND A CAPACITY AGREEMENT AND CONTRACT FOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN AES INDIANA AND 
THE PROJECT COMPANY THAT HOLDS AND OPERATES THE SOLAR GENERATION AND STORAGE 
ASSETS, AS A CLEAN ENERGY PROJECT AND ASSOCIATED TIMELY COST RECOVERY UNDER IND. 
CODE § 8-1-8.8-11; (3) APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTING AND RATEMAKING FOR THE PETERSBURG 
PROJECT, INCLUDING AN ALTERNATIVE REGULATORY PLAN UNDER IND. CODE § 8-1-2.5-6 TO 
FACILITATE AES INDIANA’S INVESTMENT IN THE PETERSBURG PROJECT THROUGH A JOINT VEN-
TURE; AND (4) TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY, ISSUANCE OF AN ORDER PURSUANT TO IND. CODE 
§ 8-1-2.5-5 DECLINING TO EXERCISE JURISDICTION OVER THE JOINT VENTURE, INCLUDING THE 
PROJECT COMPANY, AS A PUBLIC UTILITY.

Notice is hereby given that on July 30, 2021, Indianapolis Power & Light Company (“IPL”) filed a Petition 
with the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission (“Commission”) for (1) issuance to AES Indiana of a certifi-
cate of public convenience and necessity (“CPCN”) for the acquisition and development, by a wholly owned 
AES Indiana subsidiary, of Petersburg Energy Center, LLC (“Project Company” or “ProjectCo”), including 
transmission interconnection and network upgrades (“Petersburg Project” or “Project”); (2) approval of the 
Petersburg Project, including a Joint Venture structure between an AES Indiana subsidiary and one or more 
tax equity partners, and a capacity agreement and contract for differences between AES Indiana and the 
Project Company that holds and operates the solar generation and battery storage facility, as a Clean En-
ergy Project, and associated timely cost recovery under Ind. Code § 8-1-8.8-11; (3) approval of accounting 
and ratemaking for the Petersburg Project including an Alternative Regulatory Plan (“ARP”) to facilitate AES 
Indiana’s investment in the Petersburg Project through the Joint Venture; and (4) to the extent necessary, is-
suance of an order pursuant to Ind. Code § 8-1-2.5-5 declining to exercise jurisdiction over the Joint Venture, 
including the Project Company, as a public utility.  This notice is provided to the public under Ind. Code § 
8-1-2.5-6(d).  A copy of the Joint Petition and other submissions in this proceeding is on file with the Indiana 
Utility Regulatory Commission, PNC Center, 101 West Washington Street, Suite 1500 East, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46204.  The telephone number of the Commission is (317) 232-2701.  Anyone wishing to protest, 
challenge, or intervene in this action may do so by contacting the Commission.

The Hendricks County Recycling District Board 
of Directors will meet at 7:00 a.m. on August 24, 
2021, in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the 
Hendricks County Government Center located 
at 355 S. Washington Street, Danville, Indiana. 
Questions regarding the meeting should be 
directed to (317) 858-6070.

Dale E. Murphy
Dale E. Murphy, 71, passed away July 23, 2021.  He 
was born Oct. 6, 1949. Services will be at 12 p.m. 
Aug. 21 at 50 Omega Lane, Plainfield. Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

Elijah W. Whitaker
Elijah W. Whitaker, 10 weeks old, passed away 
Aug. 10, 2021. He was born May 22, 2021. Services 
were held Aug. 14 at Baker Funeral Home, 
Danville.

PITTSBORO

Matthew Patrick Beeson
Matthew Patrick Beeson, 43, passed away July 
31, 2021. He was born March 17, 1978. Services 
were held Aug. 7 with military rites. Porter & Hunt 
Funeral Home & Crematory, Jamestown, was 
entrusted with arrangements. 
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DON’T MISS! To register, contact Cathy Myers
cathy@icontimes.com or call/text (317) 918-0334

Save the Date!
September 14, 2021

Breakfast time: 7:30 - 9:30 am
Cost: $15.00

The Pavilion Center
Washington Township Park  
435 Whipple Lane, Avon, IN

2021 Hendricks County Business Leader’s
Women’s Breakfast

KEMPER
 CPA GROUPLLP

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants

Presented by  

Interactive Women’s Leadership Panel 
 

 
Kelli Waggoner 

• Managing Partner at KWK Management Group 
 
 

 

 
Althea Cooper 

• Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank 
 
 
 

 
Natalie Rascher, MBA 

• Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group 
 

 

Interactive Women’s Leadership Panel 
 

 
Kelli Waggoner 

• Managing Partner at KWK Management Group 
 
 

 

 
Althea Cooper 

• Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank 
 
 
 

 
Natalie Rascher, MBA 

• Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group 
 

 

Interactive Women’s Leadership Panel 
 

 
Kelli Waggoner 

• Managing Partner at KWK Management Group 
 
 

 

 
Althea Cooper 

• Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank 
 
 
 

 
Natalie Rascher, MBA 

• Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group 
 

Natalie Rascher, MBA 
Director of Talent & Development at Kemper CPA Group

Interactive Women’s 
Leadership Panel

Kelli Waggoner 
Managing Partner at KWK Management Group

Althea Cooper 
Vice President and Senior Relationship Manager at Chase Bank
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL  
JOURNALISM
BECOME AN ICONIC INVESTOR  

Rick Myers | Owner & Publisher | 317-451-4088

“Reading the Hendricks County ICON is a highlight for me! The publication about people and organizations in our 
community is always full of positive stories, helpful information and well-written articles that give me the opportunity to learn 
more about Brownsburg and Hendricks County. Instead of just reporting news, I love how the ICON focuses on people, their 

passions and all of the reasons that our community is a great place to live. Making a gift to the Support Local Journalism 
campaign will support the Hendricks County ICON as it continues to share these messages of positivity and kindness.”

-  Rene Behrend, Executive Director, Brownsburg Education Foundation

Because of the slow death of metro daily newspapers, some, including those who purchase advertising, have been 
conditioned to believe that print is dead. That couldn’t be further from the truth (94 percent ICON readership in each of 
38,000-plus Hendricks County households – SMARI, Inc.). The real truth is, community newspapers have become collateral 
damage – branded unfairly – because of the headlines that failing metro daily newspaper have created for themselves.   

In 2008, the Hendricks County ICON was launched with one mission in mind: create a brand of locally owned, free and 
independent journalism that is second to none. We believe in the 12 years since that first monthly issue was mailed, we’ve 
accomplished that and some – but there is more work to do, more Hendricks County stories to tell. 

Our best days are ahead, but we need your help. You are invited to become an ICONic Investor. Your one-time annual $25 
investment will help us continue to provide you all of the wonderful stories and photos that make Hendricks County the 
great place it is to live and work. We are proud of and grateful for being the purveyor of local news and information that, 
in many cases, cannot otherwise be consumed – we are writing, each week, the pages of Hendricks County history. Please 
go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online or send it to 5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123. Thank 
you for your support of Hendricks County journalism!
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4 3 9 2
2 6 4

5 7 1
6 3 5 4 7

7 1 9 3 6
6 7 9

7 5 8
8 9 6 4

3 Sports Venue Namesakes
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Reptiles
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Counties on I-70
____________________
____________________

1 New Colts Hall-of-Famer
______________________

5 Water Sports
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Office Items
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

Across
1. The Shops at Perry Cross-
ing, e.g.
5. Beat badly
9. Smells
14. Jai ___
15. A Gilmore girl
16. Low-carb diet
17. US Vice President born 
in Indy
19. Dental filling
20. Totally swamp
21. Mobile home?
23. Feast of the Hunters’ 
Moon mo.
24. Poet’s Muse
25. Compilations of funny 
film faux pas
29. Former lib, for short
33. Lamb’s mom
34. Recycled
36. Uber alternative
37. Surprise attacks
39. Salon on the Square hair 
goo
40. Colorado resort
41. Flaky rock
42. Bayberry Place Apart-
ments renter
44. “The Catcher in the ___”
45. One who won’t keep off 
the grass?
47. Jos A. Bank, e.g.
49. Top-notch

51. Soccer 
star Hamm
52. Islamic 
greetings
55. For-
eigner’s 
giveaway
59. Leaves 
out
60. Ex-IU 
basketball 
player 
and coach 
turned 
radio/TV 
announcer
63. Backyard 
border
64. ___ Sev-
erin Hotel
65. In-
dianapolis 
Opera 
highlight
66. Egyptian 
symbols of 
life
67. Blue-
print detail, 
briefly
68. Avon HS exam

Down
1. Fabricated
2. Arkin or Alda

3. “Auld ___ Syne”
4. Cork & Cap buy
5. Nonvoluntary soldier
6. Ex-Pacer Hibbert

7. Website ID
8. How some musicians play
9. Addictive painkiller
10. City-County councillor 
for NE Indy
11. Earthenware pot
12. 500 sheets
13. Tofu bean (Var.)
18. Stomach ailments
22. Touch down
24. Main idea
25. Lysol target
26. Bide one’s time
27. State Farm rival
28. Olympic sled
30. Pants style
31. Type of daisy
32. Colt foe, briefly
35. Israeli airline
38. “Champion Harness 
Horse of the World” from 
Oxford, Ind.
40. Fountain County city
42. Slender
43. Apt to wander
46. Wipes clean
48. Take a machete to
50. Old PC platform
52. Kittle’s Furniture piece
53. Prayer conclusion
54. Chain unit
56. The Emerald Isle
57. WTTV military drama
58. “All ___ Jazz”
61. Mellencamp booster
62. U-turn from SSW

Answers on Page 28

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 09/30/2021

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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EVENTScalendar

AUGUST
20-29
“Newsies” Broadway Musical
7 p.m. Aug. 20-28, 4 p.m. Aug. 29, The Biz Academy of 
Musical Theatre, 5201 U.S. 36, Unit 207, Avon. Set in turn-of-
the century New York City, “Newsies” is the rousing tale of 
Jack Kelly, a charismatic newsboy and leader of a band of 
teenaged newsies. thebiz-academy.com/newsies-show 

21 Saturday
Trifecta Challenge
9 a.m., Pecar Park, 5203 E. County Road 150 N, Avon. 
Registrants will run a 1-mile course, overcome eight 
obstacles, kayak two laps at the pond and head to the finish 
line. washingtontwpparks.org/trifecta-challenge

21 Saturday
Lunch at the Airport
10 a.m.-4 p.m., Hendricks County Airport, 2799 Gordon 
Graham Blvd., Danville. The Hendricks County Aviation 
Association hosts an event to explore aviation. Food, 
airplanes, helicopters and more. Cost: $7 adults, $5 ages 
7-12 and free for ages 6 and under. hcaaonline.com

21 Saturday
CommUNITY Conversations
10 a.m., Islamic Society of North America, 6555 S. County 
Road 750 E, Plainfield. These Community Conversations 
with PPD meetings are a safe space for open, honest 
communication with the police department and all 
are welcome. The goal is to continue to strengthen 
interpersonal relationships through sharing experiences 
and engagement. facebook.com/PlainfieldIndianaPD

21 Saturday
Lora’s Legacy Dog Walk
10 a.m.-1 p.m., Chickadee Shelter in Washington Township 
Park, Avon. Hendricks County Friends of the Shelter hosts 
this annual memorial walk and fundraiser to honor a 
dedicated late volunteer. Dog owners can bring their pets 
for a walk through the park to support medical needs of 
animals at the shelter. Same day registration starts at 9 a.m. 
Facebook: @HendricksCountyFriends

21 Saturday
Dancing with the Hendricks County Stars
6 p.m. doors open, 8 p.m. dancing starts, Hendricks County 
4-H Fairgrounds & Conference Complex, 1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. Eight dancers and their professional Arthur Murray 
instructors will perform and compete. This year’s theme 
explores the Roaring ‘20s, and era attire is encouraged. 
hendrickscountymuseum.org

21 Saturday
Summer Sounds on the Square: Hunter Girton
7 p.m., Hendricks County Courthouse Square, 1 Courthouse 

Square, Danville. A food court and adult beverages will be 
available. No coolers. Tickets: $10 for ages 21 years old and 
up. Under 21, free. discoverdowntowndanville.org

21 Saturday
Live Music: Big Rosco and the Hammers
4-9 p.m., The Event Center at Lance Farms, 2588 E. U.S. 40, 
Clayton. Cost: $10. Food trucks for dining and beer and wine 
will be available for purchase. lancefarms.com

22 Sunday
Doggie Dip
2:30-6 p.m., Hendricks Regional Health YMCA, 301 Satori 
Parkway, Avon. Before the YMCA drains its pool for its 
annual cleaning, bring any non-aggressive dog in for 
a swim. All dogs should be current on all vaccinations. 
facebook.com/HRHYMCA

22 Sunday
Book Signing: Beth Crawford
4-6 p.m., Books & Brews, 1551 N. Green St., Brownsburg. 
Brownsburg fiction author Beth Crawford will meet with readers 
for a book signing to showcase her suspense novel. “Silent 
Storm.” She will sign copies of the book and her paranormal 
thriller, “In 6 Days.” bethcrawfordauthor@gmail.com 

24 Tuesday
Drawing for the Absolute Beginner
2-3 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 1120 
Stafford Road. Learn basic drawing methods in this monthly 
class designed for adults with no experience or those 
wanting to brush up on their skills. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

26 Thursday
Virtual Paint Along
1-2 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 1120 
Stafford Road. Join Laura virtually on the library’s YouTube 
Channel as she goes step by step through the creation of a 
seasonal landscape painting. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

27 Friday
6th Annual Never Forget’ ’20 Wounded Hero Golf 
Scramble
9:30 registration, 10:30 a.m. shotgun start, 3:30 p.m. silent 
auction, West Chase Golf Club, 4 Hollaway Blvd., Brownsburg. 
Proceeds benefit Semper Fi & America’s Fund and Fisher 
House, which help military families. Call Gregg Scott, (317) 
696-1312 or email gscott@gescott-associates.com.

28 Saturday
Band on the Run 5K
8-10 a.m., Avon Town Hall Park, 6570 E. U.S. 36, Avon. 
Support the Avon Marching Black and Gold with a 5K. 
Strollers and pets are welcome. Cost: $25. runsignup.com/
Race/IN/Avon/AvonBand5K

28 Saturday
Creative Hearts Drawing Series
1-3 p.m., Pecar Park, 5203 E. County Road 150 N, Avon. 
Artists and non-artists are welcome to this free drawing 
night. Bring drawing supplies and join in artistic fun. 
washingtontwpparks.org

28 Saturday
McCloud Bee Fest
1-4 p.m., McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Road, North 
Salem. Meet local beekeepers, learn about the life of a bee, 
learn beekeeping basics from bee experts, make fun bee 
crafts, visit McCloud’s bees in the observation hive, buzz 
around playing games and take home some bee products. 
hendrickscountyparks.org/programs/honeybee-fest

28 Saturday
2nd Annual GetBENTefit Concert Series
1 p.m.-close, Whiskey Bent Bar & Grill, 5250 E. US 36, Suite 
120, Avon. This live, all day, outdoor music event includes 
food, drinks, silent auctions, live auctions, donation bucket, 
50/50 raffles and a poker ride in the morning. This event 
supports Fill the Foxhole, which raises money to send 
troops around the world Christmas gifts. 21 and over only. 
Price: $5 at the gate, free with military ID. facebook.com/
whiskeybentbar

28 Saturday
Plainfield High School Classes of 1980 and 1981 40th 
Reunion
7 p.m.-12 a.m., Lance Farms Event Center, 2588 U.S. 40, 
Clayton. Info: Janet (Boesch) Haley, jhaley@indianarealtors.
com; Toni (Steele) McGhee at tlm63@comcast.net

29 Sunday
Meet, Mix & Mingle
4-6 p.m., Washingtown Township Park Pavilion Center, 115 
S. C.R. 575, Avon. Enjoy games, snacks and drinks with 
appetizer making demonstrations, corn hole, video games, 
poker and other games. washingtontwpparks.org/meet-
mix--mingle.html

30 Monday
Calligraphy 101
3:15-4:15 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
1120 Stafford Road. Teens can learn the basics of calligraphy 
and create written art. Plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

31 
Fitness in Town Square
6 - 6:45 p.m., The Shops at Perry Crossing, 2499 Perry 
Crossing Way, Plainfield. In partnership with Rebel Fitness 
Studio, join High Fitness and Zumba classes in Town Square. 
Price: $10. facebook.com/ShopPerryCrossing

SEPTEMBER
1 Wednesday
Guilford Township Board Meeting
7 p.m., Guilford Township Community Center, 1500 S. Center 
St., Plainfield. Agendas posted two days before the meeting, 
guilfordtownship.com. Contact (317) 838-0564. 

1-5, Wednesday-Sunday
Dodge SRT//NHRA U.S. Nationals
8 a.m.-8 p.m., Lucas Oil Raceway at Indianapolis, 10267 
E. U.S. 136, Brownsburg. Kids 12 and under are free. 
lucasoilraceway.com
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Book recalls: Remembering 
what I read and wrote

EDITORIAL

Little League 
success should 

revive ball field talks 
Congrats to the Brownsburg Little 

League 12U team for winning the state 
title and representing the Bulldogs for 
the first time in 19 years in the Great 
Lakes Regional Tournament. Youth 
sports rallied the town behind these 
kids and is helping to shape them as 
future leaders in Hendricks County and 
around the globe. 

In comments at the last meeting, 
Brownsburg Town Council member Ben 
Lacey asked the council and taxpayers 
to keep an open mind when it comes to 
building new youth sports fields. 

Lacey also mentioned the $15 million 
aquatic center which is still in the works 
and has been an idea for years. With 
Avon announcing in February plans for 
pools, waterslides, a playground and 
more near the AJAA fields at the future 
Murphy Park, Brownsburg’s plan could 
start to materialize.

Whether the aquatic center happens, 
as shown by the success of the baseball 
team, sports build character, leadership, 
friendships and give the opportunity 
for exercise and economic impact. How 
much could Hendricks County busi-
nesses have made if we had hosted the 
regional instead of nearby Whitestown? 

What we saw during the state title run 
should inspire officials to reconsider a 
new and equitable development that 
can please all taxpayers.

Lacey has an idea that a commercial 
developer will rescue the town from 
paying for it with tax dollars. Perhaps it 
will. What we can’t continue to do is kick 
the can down the road. With a search for 
a town manager in progress, the council 
could easily ignore this aspect of com-
munity. Let’s not let them forget.

Being a council member in Browns-
burg is not an easy job and totally 
thankless. Let’s let the council members 
know what is important to residents and 
remind them that state championship 
teams or corporate partnerships don’t 
grow on trees that aren’t planted.

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you …

In Vermont law says women must get written 
permission from their husbands to wear false 
teeth.

STRANGE LAW

VIEWS
THUMBS UP

THUMBS DOWN

Danville police officer Dakota 
Meadlo joined .00infantrymen 

from his Army National Guard unit 
based out of Danville for the 9/11 
Memorial Stair Climb at the FDIC 
Conference in Indianapolis at Lucas Oil 
Stadium. 

The Indianapolis City County 
Council Public Works Committee 

Proposal 290 – Phase 3 unanimously 
passed out of committee and will go to 
the full council next month for a vote. 
This $1.7 million proposal would 
allocate money to the Eagle Creek 
Greenway and impact connections to 
the B&O Trail Association, Girls School 
Road & Speedway Trails. 

Brownsburg installed a traffic 
light on Northfield Drive by the 

future Kroger entrance and exit that is 
already functioning with a left turn 
signal to go into the lot. Drivers are in 
the wrong lane attempting to turn and 
can’t because it’s blocked due to 
construction. Future left turn arrows will 
be helpful when construction is 
complete, but cars on Northfield 
currently have to stop for no reason.

Congrats to the state champion 
Brownsburg 12U Little League 

team. They fought in two losses in the 
Great Lakes Regional Tournament and 
will not move on to the Little League 
World Series. 

North Elementary Teacher Katie 
Pourcho created a mural at 

Jefferson and Marion streets in Danville. 

Danville PD alerted the public of 
a phone scam where callers 

identified themselves as working for 
“High School Sports Advertising” and 
said they were selling promotional shirts 
for “the high school football team” and 
asked for donations. The Danville High 
School athletic department is not 
raising funds or running promotions. 

Letters to the editor policy: The ICON will consider verifiable letters of up to 150 words. 
Letters must be thoroughly vetted prior to submission. The ICON retains the right to reject 
and return any letter it deems to carry unsubstantiated content. The ICON also retains the 
right to edit letters but not their intent. Send letters to connie@icontimes.com. Writers 
must include a hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. Guest columns: 
policy for guest columns is the same as the aforementioned, but the allowable length is 240 
words. Guest columns should address the whole of ICON’s readership, not simply special in-
terest groups, and may not in any way contain a commercial message. 

By Dick Wolfsie

Do you have a lot of books in your home 
that you’ve never read? For my 74th birth-
day, almost everybody in my family gave 
me a book. Altogether (I did the math), I was 
given more than 3,000 pages to read.

I went through all the books in my house, 
and there were hundreds on the shelves. 
I calculated that I have read about half of 
them cover to cover and skimmed about a 
fourth of them. That leaves many that I have 
never even looked at. Where did they come 
from? Did I buy them? Were they gifts? Who 
have I insulted by not reading them?

I have one book called “William Tecumseh 
Sherman: In the Service of My Country: A 
Life.” My friend Bob gave me this monstros-
ity last year for Christmas, so I felt I had to 
plow through it or I’d appear ungrateful. 
And I couldn’t claim I had no time to read it 
because it was in the middle of COVID, and, 
quite frankly, I had nothing else to do. 

So, I endured it…all 784 pages. Then 
a couple of weeks later I was on a Zoom 
meeting with my church book club. I got 
pretty puffed up about my recent accom-
plishment and dropped the name of that 
4-pound opus I had completed.

“Wow, Dick,” said a friend, “that’s quite a 
hefty read. I’m impressed. Was he the Civil War 
general who had six wives and 13 children?”

Was he? How could I not remember? Why 
did I even bother reading that biography? 
Next time Bob burdens me with an obliga-
tion like that, whenever he drops by I’ll just 
keep moving the bookmark forward. He’ll 
never know the difference.

I’m drawn mostly to nonfiction, which is 

all about getting information I can use to try 
to look smart when I am out with my snooty 
friends. But since I don’t recall most of what 
I’ve read, I’m wondering what the point is. 

This past month, I read a fascinating book 
by astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson called 
“Cosmic Queries.” I enjoyed his stories. For 
example, I never knew how they first deter-
mined the speed of light. But now if someone 
would ask me how they figured it was 186,000 
mps, I’d have to say, “I knew that once, like for 
about 20 minutes, last week. Not anymore.”

Years ago, I read “A Short History of Nearly 
Everything” by Bill Bryson. I couldn’t put the 
book down, but the day after I finished it, I 
remembered the history of nearly nothing.

 My wife is into fiction, which gets her a 
lot of free passes. She’ll say to a friend, “I just 
finished a great story, ‘Where the Crawdads 
Sing,’” and the most probing question she’ll 
hear is: “Oh, did you like it?” Occasionally 
someone will ask what it’s about, and all she 
has to say is, “I don’t want to ruin it for you.” 
That’s the end of the conversation.

I’ve written several books. You may have 
one of them sitting around your house that 
you have never looked at. Don’t worry. If we 
ever run into each other, I won’t question 
you about it. Honestly, I don’t even remem-
ber what I wrote.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“August is like the 
Sunday of summer.” 

– Unknown

QUOTE
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Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Items: LAMP, LAPTOP, PAPER PRINTER, SCISSORS, STAPLES; 
Sports: DIVING, RAFTING, SAILING, SURFING, SWIMMING; Reptiles: ALLIGATOR, LIZARD, SNAKE, TURTLE; 
Namesakes: BANKERS LIFE, HINKLE, LUCAS OIL; Counties: CLAY, VIGO; Hall-of-Famer: EDGERRIN JAMES

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 25

M A L L D R U B O D O R S

A L A I R O R Y P A L E O

D A N Q U A Y L E I N L A Y

E N G U L F A L A B A M A

O C T E R A T O

G A G R E E L S N E O C O N

E W E R E U S E D T A X I

R A I D S G E L A S P E N

M I C A T E N A N T R Y E

S T O N E R C L O T H I E R

P R I M E M I A

S A L A A M S A C C E N T

O M I T S D A N D A K I C H

F E N C E O M N I A R I A

A N K H S S P E C T E S T

By Martha Rardin, RD, CD

Our lives are hectic 
and jam packed with stress. Morning rou-
tines often consist of hitting snooze, rush-
ing to get ready and hurrying out the door 
without eating breakfast. A morning like 
this can leave you feeling stressed the entire 
day. Follow these four tips to create a morn-
ing routine that will help 
you ease into a produc-
tive and stress-free day.
Start the night before. 

Mornings will be extra 
chaotic if you need to 
complete a dozen tasks 
before running out the 
door. At night, set up as much as possible 
for the next day — pick out an outfit, pack 
your lunch and plug in your laptop and cell 
phone to charge. 

Wake up gently. 
If your alarm clock wakes you up feeling 

startled, you may begin your day feeling irri-
tated. Opt for a mellow sound to wake up to 
each morning — if you use your cell phone, 
search for a calming ringtone, or set your 
alarm as one of your favorite relaxing songs. 
Sleeping with your curtains opened can 
help the sunlight naturally you up as well. 

Fuel your body & mind  
by eating breakfast. 

It’s something you’ve heard a million 
times: breakfast is the most important meal 
of the day. For the 25% of Americans who 
skip breakfast daily, it’s not because they 
aren’t hungry, it’s because they don’t make 
time. Making time to eat “break the fast” is 
important to start your day off right. 

When we eat carbohydrates, our bodies 

convert it into glucose, the energy our brain 
needs to stay alert. When we are running 
low on glucose (like when we skip break-
fast) we have a hard time staying focused 
throughout our day. 

Wake up 15 minutes earlier each day so 
you can make breakfast, or stock your fridge 

with breakfast items you 
can eat at school or work 
such as Greek yogurt, 
whole fruit, hard-boiled 
eggs and granola bars. 

Take some time for 
yourself. 

Mornings are so busy 
with getting ready, planning out the day, 
and commuting, that we often forget about 
ourselves. Taking 10-15 minutes each morn-
ing to sit quietly, eat breakfast, drink coffee 
or set intentions for the day will help you 
start your workday with a clear mind. Re-
frain from cell phone use to free yourself 
from distractions. You deserve this quiet 
time to yourself each day.

Making these changes might be a huge 
shift and take some time for adjustment. But 
following these tips will ensure your morn-
ing (and entire day) runs more smoothly. On 
average, it takes about two months to form 
a new habit. Keep this up until it becomes 
automatic.

Follow four morning routine 
tips for a stress-free day 

NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is 
Director of Nutrition and Dietetics for 
Hendricks Regional Health. Her goal is to 
share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

Making time to eat “break 
the fast” is important to 
start your day off right. 

1 6 7 4 3 8 9 2 5
9 3 8 5 2 1 7 6 4
5 2 4 7 9 6 1 3 8
6 9 3 8 1 5 4 7 2
2 4 5 6 7 3 8 9 1
8 7 1 9 4 2 3 5 6
4 1 6 3 5 7 2 8 9
7 5 2 1 8 9 6 4 3
3 8 9 2 6 4 5 1 7

SERVICES
• Tree removal • Tree removal 
• Tree trimming• Tree trimming
• Stump grinding • Stump grinding 
• Lot clearing• Lot clearing
• Deadwooding• Deadwooding
• Topping• Topping

CALL TODAY!  (317) 524-9100

FULLY INSURED

Nick’s Tree Nick’s Tree 
ServiceService

• Bucket truck• Bucket truck
• Chippers • Chippers 
• Climbers • Climbers 
• Specialty lifts• Specialty lifts

EQUIPMENT 

Wish you could 
distance yourself 
from knee or hip pain?

You can. We can help.
Now offering free in-person and online seminars.

At our seminar you’ll:
� Hear from our highly skilled surgeon

� Discover the bene� ts of our personalized approach

� Learn more about our experienced care team

� Get answers to the most common questions about 
hip and knee pain

IU Health West Hospital  |  1111 N. Ronald Reagan Parkway in Avon
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Michael 
Gabbard, MD

Register for a free seminar
—in person or online. 
Visit iuhealth.org/joints.
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By Karl Zimmer

When is a broken record 
worth repeating? How many 

times have you heard something of value, 
something worth acting upon, yet you got 
lost in the daily grind of life and spaced that 
vital message? When you receive an impor-
tant message, in the myriad ways you do, if 
you don’t act on it, you will be reminded in a 
more insistent way until you do.

There are a few lessons I’ve learned that 
have helped me survive and even thrive de-
spite the many challenges I’ve faced. I have 
shared those lessons with many people, and 
I am grateful that they have benefited from 
using what I learned and shared. 

Those lessons are worth repeating. 
There is one, especially, that I encourage 

you to practice, every single day. It may not 
be easy at first, yet it will change your life for 
the better, and it will improve the lives of oth-
ers in your world, as well.

When difficult things happen, when trag-
edy strikes, when something shakes your 
world and you wonder how you will get 
through to the next day, remember that you 
matter. Remember that there are people who 

love you and are counting on you to be an 
example of how to live a great life. 

Remember that no matter what happens 
in life, you have a choice to either give up or 
to fight through, and that when you fight 
through, you are stronger as a result. You can 
look back at that event and realize that it was 
a blessing, part of your life’s journey.

Everything that happens does so for your 
benefit, to help you grow, to make you stron-
ger, to make your life better, and to give you 
experiences to teach others so they can ben-
efit. In that realization, when that becomes 
your frame of reference, then everything is 
something for which you can be grateful. 

Yes, gratitude, being grateful for every-
thing in your life, that is the key to living a 
great and joyful life. How cool is that?

When is a broken record 
worth repeating

LIFE’S 
CHOICES

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who Grew Up 
to RULE® the World…,” a speaker and board 
certified hypnotist. Karl can be contacted 
at Karl@iRULEtheWorld.com. RULE® is 
a Registered Mark of Karl R. Zimmer III. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, 

treat or cure any condition or illness.

By Karl Zimmer

About: Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who 
Grew Up to RULE® the World…,” a speaker, 
and Board Certified Hypnotist. Karl can be 
contacted at Karl@iRULEtheWorld.com. 
RULE® is a Registered Mark of Karl R. Zimmer 
III. Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diag-
nose, treat, or cure any condition or illness.

Pull quote: When difficult things hap-
pen, when tragedy strikes, when something 
shakes your world and you wonder how you 
will get through to the next day, remember 
that you matter. 

TsT Construction  and Roofing
Tip of the Month   
By Tom S. Truesdale

TsT Construction  
Roofing & General Contracting Services

Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
Brownsburg, IN • tom@tst-construction.com

tst-construction.com

The Finished Basement:
The winter season is a great time to complete 
a finished basement, this month I will provide 
some tips and ideas specifically directed to 
this type of project.

1. Begin by considering layout for the 
space:
•	 Will the finished space be an open 

floor plan?
•	 Or separate areas such as a bedroom, 

living space and a bath.
2. If you are considering separate areas 

including a bath under slab plumbing 
routing should be planned.

3. If a lower level bedroom is being 
considered - fire escape egress also 
needs to be planned and meet local 
code requirements.

4. If a basement wet bar is desired planning 
for plumbing and electrical is critical.

5. Electrical circuits should be considered 
prior to construction, bringing an extra 
circuit into the space is generally a 
good idea.

6. Plan for entertainment space:
•	Audio, visual, monitor, lighting, seating 

and surround sound layout is critical 
and can become very complex.

7. Any wood framing in contact with 
concrete should be treated lumber.

8. Consider a drop in ceiling vs drywall, 
there are advantages to both.

9. Lighting controls and layout should 
be considered no matter which type of 
space you are planning.

10. Make sure that any Mechanical, 
Electrical and Plumbing valves, 
dampers and shut offs are accessible 
via an access door or chase that can be 
opened in the future.

11. Selection of finishes:
•	Durability and moisture resistance 

should be considered.
12. Flood planning should not be 

overlooked:
•	At a minimum a battery back up sump 

pump system on a dedicated circuit 
should be installed.

A finished basement provides immediate 
usable square footage and value to your home.
Basement space is easily kept cool in the 
summer and warm in the winter. Options for 
use are endless, from bedrooms, bathrooms, 
open recreational space to entertainment 
space. Planning and considering all the 
options is key before beginning your project. 
As always consult with a local qualified 
Construction Professional before starting 
your project. Have a great holiday season and 
I hope this month’s tips are helpful, please do 
not hesitate to call if you have any questions.

Hendricks County Conversations
with Rick Myers and Gus Pearcy

Our guest:
Don Hodson 

Washington 
Township Trustee

Friday, August 20  •  3 p.m.
myhcicon.com
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God can qualify you  
for a new career path

DEVOTIONAL
By John Mollaun

The economic effects 
of the pandemic may have you seeking a 
change of careers — by choice or by neces-
sity. If that is you, there is hope.

God seems to have a knack for chang-
ing someone’s career. Nehemiah went from 
an officer in the royal court in Babylon to a 
construction manager in Jerusalem. Peter 
was a fisherman who later led the church at 
its inception. David went from a shepherd 
to a king. 

Were they qualified? Not as the world saw 
them, nor were they all confident in their 
abilities.

Esther was a young Jewish refugee and 
became the queen of Persia. Her faith in 
God and the encouragement of her uncle 
provided the strength and courage needed 
to risk her life to subvert a plot to destroy 
the Jewish refugees.

Moses was a shepherd (after previously 
being a prince) and becomes a spokesper-
son (for God no less). He objects by saying, 
“I can’t do it! I’m such a clumsy speaker! Why 
should Pharaoh listen to me?” (Exodus 6:30)

God provides all the support needed 

through Moses’ brother Aaron and some mi-
raculous assurances. 

So what about you? In the midst of self-
doubt and an economy struggling to regain 
its feet, are you listening to God? Do you 
have others around you to encourage you 
and help point out the strengths you may 
not see in yourself?  

I left a 26-year career at an electric utility 
to a position in a nonprofit ministry with no 
experience or obvious qualifications for the 
job (long story). It is only in looking back 
that I can see God’s hand in the transition. 

God hasn’t changed, but he may be lead-
ing you to a change. Seek him, and seek 
encouragement from those around you 
who may be just what you need to take that 
next step. 

John Mollaun is the executive director at 
Hope Healthcare Services in Avon. The 
ministers to the physical and spiritual 
health burdens of uninsured people in 
Hendricks County. Visit myhopehealth.
org. Mollaun is a member of Kingsway 
Christian Church in Avon.

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AC31300014

PUBLIC AUCTION
Firearms, Knives & Ammunition

Lawson Auction Gallery
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

OWNERS:  Several Consignors

SATURDAY - AUGUST 21ST - 10:00 A.M. 
Preview: Friday, August 20th, 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

THIS IS ONLY A PARTIAL LISTING 
COMPLETE CATALOG AT www.lawsonandco.com

All items to be sold live and on HiBid.com!
To bid online go to www.lawsonandco.hibid.com

OVER 70 FIREARMS - REVOLVERS - PISTOLS - RIFLES - SHOTGUNS 
MARLIN - BROWNING - WINCHESTER - SMITH & WESSON - GLOCK 

RUGER - BUSHMASTER & MORE! 
 OVER 35 KNIVES - POCKET KNIVES - HUNTING KNIVES 
DECORATIVE KNIVES - CASE - BENCHMADE & MORE! 

AMMUNITION

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2021 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-21.



August 20, 2021
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
31

Household Hazardous 
Waste is Accepted for Free

•  Oil-Based Paints/Stains
-   Latex paint should be dried out 

& thrown away. Please don’t 
bring it to Tox-Away Days.

•   Pesticides/Herbicides

•   Fluorescent Light Bulbs

•  Mercury-Containing Items

•   Unwanted Medicines

•  Medical Sharps (Lancets/Syringes)
-   Must be in rigid, puncture-

resistant container

•   Automotive Fluids/Fuels

•   Adhesives/Putties

•   Drain Openers

•   Batteries (all types)

•   Cleaners/Solvents

•   Pool/Spa Chemicals

•   Fire Extinguishers

•   Propane Tanks

Problem Wastes Accepted 
Some Fees may Apply

•   Electronics
-   Computers:  Free
-   Monitors:  Free
-   Printers/Scanners:  Free
-   DVD/CD/Blu-ray Players:  Free
-   Televisions:   -  Small:  $20 

-  Large:  $25

•  Large Appliances
-   With Refrigerant:  $10
-   Without Refrigerant:  $5

•   Tires
-   Passengers Car/Truck: 

        First 4:  Free 
        Next 8:  $2 Each

-   Truck/Semi-Tractor: 
        First 4:  Free 
        Next 2:  $5 Each

-   Farm/Tractor: 
        $75 Each 
        $5 Each, if quartered

Tox-Away Day is open from 8 am to 1 pm. Hendricks County 
households only. Regulations prohibit wastes from businesses 
or other organizations from being accepted at Tox-Away Day.

Visit RecycleHendricksCounty.org or call 317-858-6070 for more information.

TOX-AWAY DAY
AUGUST 28  1900 E. MAIN ST., DANVILLE

Hendricks County Fairgrounds

Use this preventive measure to keep moles from digging tunnels 
LIFESTYLE

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

Gardeners have been 
blessed with abundant 

rainfall this year after a mild winter, and 
perhaps the cycle of dry spells we’ve had 
for the past number of years will be broken 
this summer. However, while the rains have 
helped our gardens and lawns remain lush 
and beautiful, they have also provided ideal 
soil conditions for moles. 

Moles are curious little mammals, about 
7 inches long and weighing only 4 ounces, 
with pointed snouts, tiny eyes and potato-
shaped bodies. Their front feet are very 
large and broad with clawed webbed toes 
that they use to “swim” underground, part-
ing the soil as they go, creating distinctive 
raised surface tunnels.

In their unending search for grubs and 
earthworms, they can make a real mess of 
the landscape and lawns as they tunnel 
along the surface at a rate of up to 18 feet 
an hour. Although they do not eat the roots 
of ornamentals, vegetables or turf grasses, 
their tunnels are often used by destructive 
voles, also known as field mice, that do ex-
tensive damage to gardens. 

There are many popular folk remedies 
people try to get rid of moles including 
placing Juicy Fruit gum, human or animal 

hair, bleach, ammonia or mothballs near or 
in the tunnels. Unfortunately, all of these are 
ineffective, and since moles are insectivores, 
they won’t eat poisoned peanuts or grain. 

Mole traps, both humane live traps and 
lethal spring types, work if placed along ac-
tive tunnels. Worm-shaped bait containing 
bromethalin will kill moles, but be sure to 

follow the directions carefully. 
I prefer to encourage moles to move out 

of my gardens. Some homeowners have re-
ported success using vibration devices stuck 
into mole tunnels, powered by batteries, 
solar or wind. Others place castor beans or 
castor oil-soaked cotton balls in the runs to 
repel the critters. 

What I’ve found that works well to drive 
moles away is castor oil concentrate, sold by 
the gallon online and inexpensive. Follow-
ing the directions, it’s mixed with scentless 
liquid dish detergent and water, then ap-
plied with a garden hose sprayer, watering 
can or a hand-pump tank sprayer. It’s not 
harmful to plants, insects, pets or people. 
Spray to saturate areas with mole activity. 
Effectiveness lasts up to a month. Repeat if 
moles return. An added bonus is that it also 
drives away voles.

Happy gardening!

Mild winter and wet summer weather may combine to make perfect conditions for moles to dig up gardens. 
Use caster oil concentrate to discourage them. (Photo by John Chapin)
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