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On the cover: Top row from left, Female Athlete of the Year Jordyn Pax, Boys Coach of the Year 
Jayme Comer, Female Rebound Athlete of the Year Makenna Brauman. Bottom row from left, 
Male Athlete of the Year Dane DuBois, Girls Coach of the Year Debbie Smiley, Male Rebound 
Athlete of the Year Mitch O’Mara. (Photos by Jacob Musselman; Illustration by Zach Ross)
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The Hendricks County ICON is pleased to announce its second annual sports awards for high school athletics: The 
ICONIC Athletes and Coaches of  the Year, presented by IU Health West Hospital. Nominations in each category were 
made by the athletic departments of  each of  Hendricks County’s six public high schools.

Winners in each category were determined by ICON writers Mark Ambrogi and Mike Beas. Ambrogi and Beas have 
covered high school sports in the Indianapolis area since the mid-1980s. The two were colleagues at The Indianapolis Star 
for several years.

The ICONIC Athletes and Coaches of  the Year awards are an end-of-the-year wrap up of  the ICONIC Athlete of  the 
Week feature, presented by IU Health West Hospital, that ran weekly in the ICON since August of  2020. The ICON named 
male and female winners in each category: Athlete of  the Year, Coach of  the Year and Rebound Athlete of  the Year. The 
Rebound Athletes overcame adversity or injury en route to success. Congratulations to all of  this year’s winners!

Hendricks County ICON’s

2020-21 ICONIC ATHLETES  

AND COACHES OF THE YEAR

presents



©2021 IUHealth

The team at IU Health West Hospital has been honored to be the recipient of so 
much goodwill and so many kind gestures and prayers over the past 15 months. It has always been our 
privilege to care for this community, but perhaps never more so than during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Through it all, we have marveled at the creativity, tenacity and determination of the teachers, 
administrators, coaches and students in Hendricks County’s schools. To come back strong after the 
spring 2020 shut downs to provide in-person learning and safe, thoughtful extracurricular activities has 
been inspiring. 

The students selected as “ICONIC Athlete of the Week” exemplify that spirit to overcome obstacles, 
perform at your best, support your fellow teammates, and have fun. The stories of these successful high 
school student-athletes gave us a regular dose of good news when we all needed it. 

The “ICONIC Athlete of the Week” partnership with the ICON was created to spotlight great kids, and 
give IU Health West an opportunity to highlight our teams of highly skilled physicians who help care for 
active people of all ages. From our orthopedics experts, to our physical therapy teams; from our back 
specialists to our sports medicine physicians and more, all are focused on keeping people healthy 
and moving. 

IU Health’s vision is to make Indiana one of the healthiest states in 
the country, and we’ve got a long way to go to get there. Every kid 
who is out there running, dribbling, swimming, serving, lifting and 
more helps us get one step closer. 

To all of the student “ICONIC Athlete of the Week” winners from 
this year, congratulations for all you’ve achieved. 

To their parents and other loved ones, thank you for the 
commitment you made to help your student be successful 
on and off the court, � eld, pool, mat or course. 

It’s been a privilege to highlight your successes, and we wish 
every student athlete all the best in your future endeavors.

Paul J. Ivkovich
President
IU Health West Hospital

The students selected 
as “ICONIC Athlete of 
the Week” exemplify 
that spirit to overcome 
obstacles, perform at your 
best, support your fellow 
teammates, and have fun.
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F O R  A L L  S E A S O N S
DuBois excelled in three sports at Cascade

“Dane has earned everything that has come his way.  
He busts his butt in everything he does and is going  
to be missed, for sure. If I needed something done,  

Dane is the guy I went to.”
- CASCADE BASEBALL COACH TY FOSTER

MALE 
ATHLETE 

OF THE YEAR

HONORABLE MENTION
AVON

Jaden Reynolds 
The senior advanced to 
the semifinals of the state 
wrestling finals before placing 
third at 145 pounds with a 
final season mark of 40-2.

BROWNSBURG
Kysen Montgomery

Won a wrestling state 
championship at 132 pounds 
at Bankers Life Fieldhouse 
in Indianapolis to conclude 
senior season with a record 
of 31-3.

DANVILLE
Holden Higbie

Sophomore diver won 
Sagamore Conference and 
Hendricks County meet titles 
before going on to place 
third at boys state finals at the 
IUPUI Natatorium.

PLAINFIELD
Ian Scott

Senior led Quakers boys 
basketball to Class 4A 
regional final and 24-3 
record, averaging 16.6 points 
and 9.4 rebounds. Baseball 
team’s top pitcher with 8-2 
record and 1.96 ERA.

TRI-WEST 
Dominic Pugliese

A state finals qualifier in 
wrestling at 182 pounds 
who also earned Academic 
All-State honors and was 
first-team all-Sagamore 
Conference. Finished senior 
season with record of 30-4.

By Mike Beas

C
onsider this one of  those 
rare occasions in which 
Dane DuBois and idle time 
are included in the same 

sentence.
As one might guess, it doesn’t hap-

pen often.
DuBois recently graduated from 

Cascade High School with 12 varsity 
athletic letters, a 4.34 grade-point aver-
age ranking him third in his class aca-
demically and the respect of  those who 
taught, coached and was a teammate 
of  his.

On the gridiron, the 6-foot-2 DuBois, 
a running back/middle linebacker who 
started at quarterback for the Cadets’ 
final two games this season, went on to 
play forward for the basketball squad. 
He then helped lead the school’s base-
ball squad to a 26-2 season and, for 
several weeks, the state’s No. 1 ranking 
in Class 2A.

As is often common at smaller high 
schools, DuBois learned to seamlessly 
transition from one sport to the next 
before starting the process anew the 
following school year.

Free time? Who has time?

“It’s just not something you see very 
often,” said DuBois, who was  named 
the Hendricks County ICON Male 
Athlete of  the Year. “Just right now, it 
feels weird not doing anything. When-
ever I have a day off, it just doesn’t feel 
right. When the baseball season ended, 
I had a week off  and didn’t know what 
to do.”

The senior, who played anything 
from third base to first base to an out-
field position in baseball, finished with 
a .493 batting average and led the Ca-
dets in doubles with nine. He stole 18 
bases and pieced together a 2-0 pitch-
ing record to go along with three saves.

DuBois now gets the rare opportu-
nity to focus on one sport as he’ll play 
baseball at Trine University, a Division 
III program in Angola, Indiana. He 
plans to major in actuarial science.

Cascade baseball coach Ty Foster 
is confident his former cleanup hitter 

will, well, clean up in both areas.
“Dane has earned everything that 

has come his way. He busts his butt 
in everything he does and is going to 
be missed, for sure,” said Foster. “If  I 
needed something done, Dane is the 
guy I went to.”
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SERVING UP SUCCESS
Plainfield’s Pax makes impact on volleyball, tennis courts

“My mental game has gotten a lot stronger over the years. 
I’ve matured as a person while keeping that same passion 

that I’ve always had. My love for the game is still there.”
- JORDAN PAX

FEMALE 
ATHLETE 

OF THE YEAR

HONORABLE MENTION
AVON

Sam Miller
A two-year captain for the 
Orioles girls soccer team and 
starting placekicker for the 
football team. She had two 
goals in soccer as a senior.

BROWNSBURG
Ally Becki

Averaged 18 points and 7.9 
rebounds, led the Bulldogs 
to Class 4A girls basketball 
championship game. The 
Indiana All-Star will play at 
Ball State.

CASCADE
Emma Parsons

A three-sport athlete, 
competing in cross country, 
basketball and track and field 
and earning 11 varsity letters. 
The three-year starting point 
guard averaged 7.8 points 
last season.

DANVILLE
Savannah Jones

The senior softball player was 
one of the team’s top two 
pitchers. Jones, who will play 
for Bucknell next season, hit 
.487 and four homers.

TRI-WEST 
Grace Sandlin

As a senior was named 
first team all-Sagamore 
Conference for basketball. The 
school all-time assists leader 
will attend Concordia.

By Mark Ambrogi

J
ordyn Pax found she was really 
good at Wii Tennis when she 
was 6 or 7.

“I was like ‘Hey, I should play 
regular tennis’ and I started to play real 
tennis when I was 7,” Pax said. 

The 2021 Plainfield High School 
graduate is gifted in both volleyball 
and tennis.

“My mental game has gotten a lot 
stronger over the years,” Pax said.  
“I’ve matured as a person while keep-
ing that same passion that I’ve al-
ways had. My love for the game is still 
there.”

Pax said she had the best opportu-
nity to play college tennis rather than 
volleyball.

“As a DS (defensive specialist), you 
don’t get a lot of  (scholarship) money,” 
Pax said. “Tennis has always been in 
my life, so I can’t imagine life without 
it.”

Pax, who was named the Hendricks 
County ICON Female Athlete of  the 
Year, won’t have to any time soon 
as she will play tennis at Monmouth  
(N.J.) University.

Pax reached the state quarterfinals 

Pax said her biggest asset is being a 
fierce competitor.

“I’m always trying to hype everyone 
up and myself,” she said.

Pax moved to Plainfield from Texas 
as a sophomore.

“My dad retired from the Air Force 
in Texas and we wanted to live by fam-
ily,” Pax said.

Pax, a libero for the Quakers.  led 
the team with 557 digs and serving 
percent of  97.5 with 52 aces last sea-
son. She played three seasons of  club 
volleyball.  Her mother, Lori Pax, was 
the Quakers’ head volleyball coach in 
2020.

“The cons are you don’t always have 
teammates cheering you on,” Pax said. 
“The pros are you only need to rely on 
(yourself), which is a good thing. As a 
passer (in volleyball) you have to rely 
on the hitter and setter to do a good 
job. In tennis, you just rely on your-
self.”

Quakers girls tennis coach Keith 
Bradley said Pax was a great leader on 
the young team.

“She taught the girls how to men-
tally be a stronger competitor,” Bradley 
said. “She worked very hard keeping 
all the girls engaged in the game and 
supported them during their matches. 
I’m not sure how she managed her 
time to be successful in the classroom 
and on the court for volleyball and 
tennis but this kid found a way. She is 
a fierce competitor and a great young 
lady. We are going to miss her passion, 
care, and overall joy she brought to the 
team.”

as a sophomore, finishing 24-2. After 
the girls tennis season was canceled 
admit the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2020, Pax returned to finish 19-1 and 
won the Mid-State Conference singles 
title this spring. Her only loss came to 
Heritage Christian’s Noelle Compton 
in the regional semifinals June 5. She 

was named first-team all-state after the 
season.

“Not having my junior season defi-
nitely made me hungrier to make a run 
like I did,” Pax said. “There was defi-
nitely a lot of  pressure because I knew 
having made state as a sophomore I 
had high standards for myself.”
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Indiana’s top cardiologists.
If you’ve been told you’re at risk for heart disease, 
don’t wait to see the highly skilled heart experts at 
Indiana University Health West Hospital in Avon. From 
everyday heart care to the most complex procedures, 
we offer leading-edge medicine that’s personalized 
for you, so you can take control of your health.

Call 317.962.0500
to book your consult today.
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P O I N T  W E L L  TA K E N
O’Mara returns from two injuries to benefit Avon boys hoops

“The injuries … they happen. But you have to learn from 
them. Before you get hurt, you can take the sport for 

granted. It’s a different perspective from the sidelines and 
not being able to play the sport that you love.”

- MITCH O’MARA

MALE  
REBOUND
ATHLETE 

OF THE YEAR

HONORABLE MENTION
CASCADE

Aaron Creech
Sustained injuries early in his varsity 
football career but was a key member of 
the Cadets football team and this spring 
won Indiana Crossroads Conference and 
Hendricks County titles in the long jump.

BROWNSBURG
Chris Williamson

Played football and track for the Bulldogs 
after coming back from a torn ACL. As 
a cornerback, had 15 tackles his senior 
season to go along with five pass break-
ups and a team-high three interceptions.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Danville and Plainfield high schools 
did not have nominees for Male 
Rebound Athlete of the Year.

TRI-WEST 
Nick Chinn

After several knee and ankle injuries 
earlier in his Bruins career, the 
6-foot-3 senior came back to play 
basketball, averaging 5.4 points 
and 3.9 rebounds per game.

By Mike Beas

A
s a point guard, Mitch 
O’Mara takes pride in be-
ing able to see things in 
front of  him others might 

not.
Only now, it’s time for the former 

Avon High School boys basketball 
player to do the opposite and look back 
on a career that involved the determi-
nation necessary to come back from 
two noteworthy physical setbacks.

After playing five games for the Ori-
oles to start the 2018-2019 season – in-
cluding scoring 11 points in the opener 
against Plainfield and 16 in a win over 
Mooresville – O’Mara sat out the rest 
of  the year due to a stress fracture in 
his back.

It didn’t take long for O’Mara to ap-
preciate every aspect of  the sport he 
grew up playing.

“The injuries … they happen. But 
you have to learn from them,” said 
O’Mara, who was named the Hen-
dricks County ICON Male Rebound 
Athlete of  the Year. “Before you get 
hurt, you can take the sport for grant-
ed. It’s a different perspective from the 
sidelines and not being able to play the 
sport that you love.”

It’s a view O’Mara again had to 

experience late this past season after 
sustaining a concussion in the waning 
stages of  the third quarter in a 59-50 
loss at Lawrence Central. He would 
miss the final three games of  the regu-
lar season and return for a Class 4A 
sectional setback against Plainfield.

O’Mara led Avon in scoring at 11.5 
points a contest and was also tops in 
assists (2.7) and steals (1.1). 

O’Mara’s most impressive numbers 
might be his 4.2 grade-point average. 
He will attend Franklin College where 
he will play for the men’s basketball 
program while majoring in either busi-

ness or pre-physical therapy.
As someone who takes tremendous 

pride in his defensive abilities, O’Mara 
looks forward to doing so at the Divi-
sion III level.

“On the defensive side, I guard the 
other team’s best player every night 
unless they’re, like, 6-8,” said O’Mara. 
“If  they play anywhere on the perim-
eter, I guard them.”
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THE POWER OF SELF-BELIEF
Brauman returns from knee injury to excel for two Bruins programs

“My injury was scary, but I don’t think I really doubted 
myself because I’m surrounded by so many strong  

family members, teammates and coaches.”
-MAKENNA BRAUMAN

FEMALE  
REBOUND
ATHLETE 

OF THE YEAR

HONORABLE MENTION
AVON

Alicja Stoppel
The senior cross country/
track runner overcame various 
lower leg injuries during her 
career, advancing to the 
Lafayette Jeff track and field 
regional this spring in the 
1,600-meter run.

BROWNSBURG
Abby Lynch

Excelled in cross country, 
soccer and track and field 
for the Bulldogs, making it 
to state in two of the three 
after overcoming ACL and 
Meniscus injuries prior to her 
junior year.

CASCADE
Juliana Schmidt

Worked hard to return from a 
torn ACL and shoulder injury 
to be a senior leader this 
past volleyball and basketball 
season for the Cadets.

DANVILLE
Chloe Gould

Senior basketball player 
tore her ACL playing AAU 
basketball last summer, was 
quarantined four times during 
the season due to contract 
tracing, but returned to play 
final five games.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Plainfield High School did not 
have a nominee for Female 
Rebound Athlete of the Year.

By Mike Beas

T
he start to Makenna Brau-
man’s athletic career at Tri-
West High School didn’t 
necessarily unfold as visually 

scripted.
As a freshman, Brauman dislocated 

her left knee cap three times, spreading 
her misfortune throughout the school 
year from volleyball season to basket-
ball to spring volleyball.

“It started when we were warming 
up for the match against Danville. I 
went up to hit a ball, and when I land-
ed my left kneecap had slid over to the 
left,” said Brauman, who was named 
the Hendricks County ICON Female 
Rebound Athlete of  the Year. “I think 
I was in shock because it didn’t hurt 
until later that night. They figured out 
that my kneecaps sit higher up than 
normal people, so they are easier to 
dislocate.”

In April of  2018, Brauman under-
went an Elmslie-Trillat procedure in 
which she had a screw inserted to keep 
her left kneecap in place. What ensued 
was a three-month recovery process 
of  three weeks of  using crutches, nu-
merous physical therapy sessions and 

family members, teammates and 
coaches,” said Brauman. “I can re-
member when I was rehabbing, I want-
ed to be back on the basketball court 
so much. If  not for them, I probably 
would have rushed back and possibly 
been injured again.”

wearing a brace to keep the knee sta-
bilized.

Brauman went on to continue her 
athletic career at Tri-West, earning 
three varsity letters in volleyball and 
one this past basketball season. She 
helped lead the Bruins volleyball squad 
to a 22-10 record and Class 3A re-
gional berth last fall with her team-best 
355 kills.

An outstanding student (3.98 grade-
point average), Brauman will continue 
her academic and volleyball careers at 
Maryville University in St. Louis. She 
will play volleyball for the Saints, a 
Division II program, while majoring in 

either marketing or graphic design.
Brauman never wavered in her belief  

in herself, which is one of  the main 
reasons she remains a formidable force 
at the net.

“My injury was scary, but I don’t 
think I really doubted myself  because 
I’m surrounded by so many strong 
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COACHING NATURAL
Comer directs Danville football team to state title gameBOYS 

COACH 
OF THE YEAR

HONORABLE MENTION
AVON

Zach Treash 
He guided the boys golf 
team to second place in the 
sectional, third in regional 
and 15th in the state finals.

BROWNSBURG
Spencer Fields

He led the boys tennis 
team to sectional, regional, 
semistate titles before losing 
in state quarterfinals.

CASCADE
Ty Foster

He led the Cascade 
baseball team to a 26-2 
record and the sectional 
final before losing.

PLAINFIELD
Andy Weaver

Guided the boys basketball team to a 
24-3 record and one of the most successful 
seasons in school history. The Quakers were 
sectional champions for the first time in 21 
years and finished as regional runner-up.

TRI-WEST 
Steve Pugliese

Coached a state wrestler, 
Dominic Pugliese, to 
the state finals in the 
182-pound class.

By Mark Ambrogi

J
ayme Comer wasn’t born with 
a whistle around his neck, but 
pretty close.

“I grew up on the sidelines 
and if  people were going to put early 
money on what I (would) do this is 
what they would have said,” he said. 
“I always wanted to be a high school 
football coach because of  the experi-
ences I had growing up.”

His father, Brett Comer, was a 
Brownsburg High School football head 
coach for 10 seasons after being an as-
sistant for several years. His mother, 
Angee Comer, was a Brownsburg assis-
tant basketball coach under her sister, 
Amy Brauman, for several years and 
has coached travel softball teams as 
well.

Comer’s first season as a head coach 
was memorable. He guided Danville 
High School to an 11-1 record before 
losing to powerful Bishop Chatard in 
the Class 3A state championship game 
on Nov. 28, 2020. Danville was 8-6 un-
der former coach K.C. Woods in 2019, 
getting hot late to reach the semistate.

Comer shared a lot of  credit with 
players and assistant coaches for the 
success.

“Coming in changing the offense, 

defense, special teams and the expecta-
tions for the team, it could have been 
a lot of  pushback from the kids,” said 
Comer, who was named the Hendricks 
County ICON Male Coach of  the 
Year. “Instead of  that, they all bought 
in and worked as hard as they pos-
sibly could. When they started win-
ning games and saw the vision we had 
for them as players and people, they 
understood why it was important. I’m 
proud of  them for allowing us to coach 
them. The things we accomplished are 
a credit to our players and assistant 

coaches.”
Comer said the staff  put players in 

situations they hadn’t been in before.
“We did a lot of  more plays under 

center on offense,” Comer said. “We 
changed the calls and what we named 
them. There were different formations 
and (receiving) route expectations. It 
was completely foreign to what they 
had done before. From a defensive 
standpoint, we tweaked things here and 
there. We had some coaches return so 
it wasn’t as much of  transition as it was 
on offense. Still, I think we raised the 

level of  expectations on defense.”
Comer, 31, said a little more empha-

sis was placed on the run as a staple of  
the program.

“We always want to adapt our offense 
to the ability of  our players,” Comer 
said. “The best part about high school 
football is every year you are not going 
to have the same team. As coaches, we 
have to adapt to what we have to put 
our kids in successful situations.”

Comer said the Warriors football 
program has a history of  success.

“There is no question Danville is a 
football town and they are itching to 
win games,” he said. “We are trying to 
build successful students and men and 
we’re trying to win games on the field. 
We got a lot of  great kids coming back 
and we got a lot of  new kids coming 
out that want to be a part of  it. We’re 
happy with the season we had, but we 
know that’s just the start of  where we 
want the football program to be.”

Prior to coming to Danville, Comer 
had been an assistant coach under Jus-
tin Pelley at Western Boone for seven 
years. Western Boone has captured 
three consecutive Class 2A state titles 
with Comer there for the first two.

Comer, a linebacker who graduated 
from Brownsburg in 2008, redshirted 
and then played two seasons at Illinois 
State before playing his final two sea-
sons at University of  Indianapolis.

Comer said he hopes to take the best 
from all the programs he has been in.

“You try to take the things that you 
like and things that were successful at 
places and adapt them to where you 
are,” Comer said. 
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STEADY INFLUENCE
Smiley’s guidance helps Brownsburg girls overcome obstacles

“We felt if we did ever get full strength we could make 
a good run in the tournament. We kept saying we can 

only control what we can control. It’s the culture that you 
have to create with your kids that defense is going to put 

you in position to at least compete.”
- DEBBIE SMILEY

GIRLS 
COACH
OF THE YEAR

HONORABLE MENTION
AVON

Robert Mize
Coached the girls tennis 
team to a sectional title and 
regional final.

CASCADE
Courtney Erlenbaugh

The track and field coach in 
her first full year coaching, 
had multiple county and 
conference event champions.

DANVILLE
Greg Glaser

Coached the softball team to 
the Class 3A semistate final 
before losing to eventual 
state champion Boonville. The 
Warriors finished 28-2.

PLAINFIELD
Lori Pax

In her first season she guided 
the girls volleyball team to a 
22-9 record.

TRI-WEST 
Tom Gliva

He led the girls basketball 
team to a Class 3A semistate 
appearance and a 17-7 
record.

By Mark Ambrogi

B
rownsburg High School girls 
basketball coach Debbie 
Smiley knew she had a good 
team once she had all the 

pieces in place.
“Like many teams we were hit hard 

with (COVID-19) quarantine and then 
hampered by injuries,” said Smiley, 
in her sixth season as Bulldogs coach. 
“We were starting to get people back 
in January and other people would get 
injured. Throughout the entire season, 
we had kids get minutes and quality 
playing time and it panned out (in the 
end). We found the right mix of  kids. 
We had a low point when we got beat 
by Pike. We didn’t play well. We didn’t 
have a full team but we felt like we 
should have won; it was a home game. 
You want the kids to have the mental-
ity that no matter who steps out there 
(on the court), you are going to win. 
We lost a lot of  close games because 
we didn’t have the experience needed 
to win close games. I think our losses 
made us better.”

At 8-10, something clicked. The 
Bulldogs (17-11) won nine consecu-
tive games to reach the Class 4A state 
championship game before losing to 
Crown Point 44-34 on Feb. 27. That 

everyone being healthy was the big-
gest difference from turning around 
from an 8-10 start. Once everyone was 
healthy, we were able to all mold and 
connect together and focus all of  our 
minds to one common goal which was 
winning state. Even though we came 
up a little short, we all had worked 
so hard together and followed Coach 
Smiley’s scouting process in order to 
be successful in the long run.”

Ally Becki, a 2021 graduate who will 
play for Ball State next season, aver-
aged 18 points overall, 20 points in the 
postseason.

“She was obviously a key factor, but 
another factor was all the kids accept-
ing their roles,” said Smiley. “They 
were very unselfish and disciplined on 
defense.”

Smiley said Brownsburg was in 
school full time all year from July 30.

“We had to play teams that never 
had kids quarantined,” she said. “We 
played Ben Davis and they were tak-
ing online classes, so they didn’t have 
to worry about quarantine. A lot of  
schools allowed their kids to be home 
learning or have the option. If  our kids 
chose to stay home, they didn’t get to 
play.”

Smiley said the coaching staff  and 
seniors stayed positive.

“We felt if  we did ever get full 
strength we could make a good run 
in the tournament,” Smiley said. “We 
kept saying we can only control what 
we can control. It’s the culture that you 
have to create with your kids that de-
fense is going to put you in position to 
at least compete.”

comeback earned Smiley the Hen-
dricks County ICON Girls Coach of  
the Year.

Quinci Thomas, who will be a junior 
next season, was one of  the players 
who missed several games early.

“Coach Smiley did a great job of  

keeping everyone focused through 
injuries and COVID by letting them 
know that even though they are quar-
antined or out now, they will be able to 
come back even harder as long as they 
believe in the process and concentrate 
on the team,” Thomas said. “I feel like 
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