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Washington Township unveils new fire station and 
aquatic park

Juvenile shot at Arbuckle Park
A juvenile was found shot after Browns-

burg Police responded to a shots fired call at 
Arbuckle Park May 26.

Officers were given information on a pos-
sible suspect vehicle seen fleeing the area. 
Responding officers were able to locate and 
conduct a stop on what was believed to be 

the suspect vehicle.
The vehicle in question was found and 

occupied by multiple juveniles, with one 
male with an apparent gunshot wound who 
was transported to the hospital.
Read more at myhcicon.com/juvenile-shot-at-

arbuckle-park

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
ICON is published by Grow 
Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
sponsored by one of our valued 

advertisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers working 
in tandem with Grow Local Media, LLC 
sales representatives. Sponsored content 
may not reflect the views of The Hendricks 
County ICON publisher, editorial staff or 
graphic design team. The Hendricks County 
ICON is devoted to clearly differentiating 
between sponsored content and editorial 
content. Potential advertisers interested in 
sponsored content should call (317) 451-
4088 or email lyla@icontimes.com.
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Hendricks County ICON 
reaches a vast segment 
of our community. 
For information about 
reaching  our readers, 
call Rick Myers at (317) 
451-4088 or email him  
at rick@icontimes.com.
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COMMUNITY

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

Washington Township broke ground on its new fire station and aquatic center in May. (Photo provided by 
Washington Township)

Washington Township Hendricks County 
along with Veridus Group, Meyer-Najem, 
DELV Design, RL Turner, and HWC celebrat-
ed the groundbreakings of Station 144 and 
Murphy Aquatic Park.

“The Washington Township/Avon Fire 
Department is excited to begin work on our 
new fire station,” Chief Dan Smith said.

Station 144 will be located at 1481 N. CR 
900 E and should be complete in January.

Murphy Aquatic Park located at 753 S. CR 
625 E is set to open Memorial Day Weekend 
2022.

“This project has been three years in the 
making, and we are excited to bring this 
opportunity to the community,” said Lora 
Helmick, Washington Township Park direc-
tor. 

Read more at myhcicon.com/washington-
township-unveils-new-fire-station-and-

aquatic-park
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Pradeep Murthaiah, MD
Brownsburg Family Medical Center

At the Hendricks Regional Health Childbirth Center, nothing is more 
rewarding to us than helping you deliver a healthy, happy baby. We have 
a special care nursery, lactation support, pediatric hospitalists available 
24/7 and all the resources you need to give your child the best start 
to their new life.

We are here for you and your baby on every step of your journey. 
Find care today at hendricks.org/women.

We are dedicated to 
helping new moms 
reach their goals.

Martha Aldridge, RN
Childbirth Center

COMMUNITY

Brownsburg Town Council approves ordinance, tax abatements and eminent domain
Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Brownsburg Town Council met May 27 for a regular 
meeting. All council members were present. The council 
meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth Thursdays each 
month at Brownsburg Town Hall, 61 N. Green St. Meetings 
are streamed live and archived at brownsburg.org. The next 
regular meeting was scheduled for June 10. The ICON will 
report on that meeting in the next Brownsburg/Danville 
edition.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved the third 
reading and final adoption of an ordinance annexing 
land into the town in the 5800 block of County Road 
700 N.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved vacating an 
alley between 205 and 209 N. Adams St.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved a 10-year 
tax abatement for property at U.S. 136 and Ronald 
Reagan Parkway. This is for Building 3 on that 
property.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a resolution 
to exercise eminent domain on a parcel of land for a 
water intertie project.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved a 10-year 
tax abatement for property at U.S. 136 and Ronald 
Reagan Parkway. This is for Building 2 on that 
property.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved a 10-year tax 
abatement for property at U.S. 136 and Ronald Reagan 
Parkway. This is for Building 4 on that property.

WHAT IT MEANS: This is for the Fairview West planned 
development that is a proposed 96-acre development with 
137 lots for single-family homes. The council approved on a 
vote of 4-1. Councilman Jeff Gracey continues to object to this 
development because he doesn’t think it qualifies as unique.

WHAT IT MEANS: The petitioner owns both homes 
and has used the alley for years as a driveway. Jodi 
Dickey, Development Services director, said there are no 
utility easements or any planned for the 15 feet of alley 
in the future. Her staff and the planning commission 
recommended the vacation.

WHAT IT MEANS: The developer is building a 
156,000-square-foot spec building for an investment of $8.1 
million. It will add 50 jobs at $15-$19 an hour with a payroll 
between $1.5 million to $1.97 million. The project will 
generate $1.2 million in taxes over the next 10 years with 
the abatement in place, compared to $46,600 over 10 years 
with no development.

WHAT IT MEANS: The town has been in touch with the 
property owners since November. Town Manager Jeff Eder 
said the property owners were not quick to respond, and 
when they did, they asked for three times the appraised 
amount. The size of the land to be secured is .144 acres. The 
vote was split 4-1 in favor. Councilman Brian Jessen voted 
against the resolution with no comment.

WHAT IT MEANS: The developer is building a 
561,000-square-foot spec building for an investment of 
$22.4 million. It will add 50 jobs at $15-$19 an hour with a 
payroll between $1.5 million to $1.97 million. The project 
will generate $3.4 million in taxes over the next 10 years 
with the abatement in place, compared to $46,600 over 10 
years with no development.

WHAT IT MEANS: The developer is building a 169,000-square-
foot spec building for an investment of $8.7 million. It will add 
50 jobs at $15-$19 an hour with a payroll between $1.5 million 
to $1.97 million. The project will generate $1.6 million in taxes 
over the next 10 years with the abatement in place, compared 
to $50,500 over 10 years with no development.
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Danville Town Council annexes 
property, hears reports on virtual 
attendance, rezoning and bypass
Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met June 2. Meetings can be viewed on the town’s YouTube 
channel. The council meets at 7 p.m. the first and third Wednesdays of each month at 
Danville Town Hall, 49 N. Wayne St. The next scheduled meeting is June 16.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council discussed adopting a resolution to specify how and 
when a council member may attend regularly scheduled meetings electronically. 
Gov. Eric Holcomb extended the virtual meeting option for council members 
through June 30. 

WHAT HAPPENED:  The council annexed property owned by John Wheeler and 
Brandie Pauley located at 589 South and County Road 75 West and approved its 
fiscal plan. This parcel of land is .77 acres and is contiguous to the town limits. 

WHAT HAPPENED:  Lennar Homes of Indiana petitioned the council to annex 139 
acres at 569 N and County Road 300 E. This was the introduction of the proposed 
annexation and anticipated rezoning of this property. 

WHAT HAPPENED:  During the department reports town manager Mark Morgan 
reported that he has been attending meetings at INDOT that provide information 
on obtaining funding for a bypass. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The council wants to adopt this resolution before the extension expires. 
Items under consideration include how many times members may annually attend 
electronically, how much before meetings notice should be given for virtual attendance, 
limiting how many members can participate virtually at one time and whether this can 
apply to board and commission meetings council members attend. 

WHAT IT MEANS:  This is a super-voluntary annexation. It is lot number two in the Myers 
Subdivision. The town will now supply this parcel with water, wastewater and storm 
drainage to this property. The town does not anticipate any incremental costs to provide 
these services. 

WHAT IT MEANS: This property is zoned agricultural. Lennar is proposing to annex 
and rezone  for a residential development. Lennar is currently building the Kensington 
neighborhood on CR 100 N. that will have 273 homes on 124 acres, and Four Oaks on East 
Main Street has 220 homesites.

WHAT IT MEANS: Morgan said that an INDOT representative will meet with the town and 
traffic study committee to ensure that the town is ready before they apply for funding. 
Council member Nancy Leavitt said the council is ready to take action on a bypass. 

Join Our Team!
NOW HIRING for over 50 positions including  

full-time, part-time, & Summer Jobs!
• Onsite Guarding/Customer Service - up to $15/hour • Entry Level Security - starting at $13/hour 

• Account Leadership/Mgmt - up to $43,000/year

APPLY NOW - $200 - $1,000 Sign-On Bonus • Weekly Pay - Great Benefits

SCAN THE QR Code below to apply now

www.securitasjobs.com
Text: 317-495-8508
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Hendricks County 4-H Fair is back  
with carnival rides and in-person 4-H options

By Lindsay Doty

With summer underway, 4-H families are 
busy preparing livestock and projects for 
fair season. The Hendricks County 4-H Fair 
is set to return July 18-24 at the fairgrounds 
in Danville.

“We are calling it the transitional fair. It’s 
not 2019, but it’s also not 2020,” said Kati 
Sweet, Hendricks County 4-H Youth Devel-
opment Extension Educator. “The board and 
extension staff have been hard at work over 
the past several months changing, updating 
and tweaking the schedule.”

The fair will be in-person for the commu-
nity with more entertainment and events 
this year, including the return of the carni-
val rides. Vendors will be back to showcase 
their products and organizations. 

Fleece Performance Grandstands will 
have nightly activities with two nights of 
Flat Track Drags, Moto X, Mini Rod & Garden 
Tractor Pull, IPRA Rodeo, and Night Of De-
struction (demolition derby events).

“As you can tell, we are planning a fun-
filled week for the community to come back 
to the Hendricks County 4-H Fair,” said  fair 
executive director Steve Patterson. 

As far as 4-H events, members will have a 

chance to compete in person, but there will 
also be online options to show animals or 
compete in projects. Safety precautions are 
in place for COVID-19. 

“The 4-H projects will be on exhibit with 

a little different schedule of when the live-
stock is on the grounds to provide more 
space for the exhibitors to spread out,” said 
Patterson. 

Animals will also be spaced out going in 

and out of the barn to allow for social dis-
tancing. 

Indoor projects (non-animal) are being 
checked in and judged throughout the 
week instead of over a few days to help with 
distancing.  There will be no live auction. 
Instead, the auction will look very similar to 
2020. 

For members, young 4-Hers have options. 
They can choose to do events in person and 
bring the project in for judging during the 
fair. They can also compete virtually by up-
loading projects to FairEntry and drop them 
off early in the week, connecting with a 
judge via Zoom during the designated time 
(non-livestock projects).

“I think we are excited to be back and 
have more people on the grounds,” said 
Sweet. “We want our families to feel safe 
and make the best choices for them.” 

For those who can’t make it, the 4-H Fair 
will live stream shows on YouTube in a part-
nership with Endeavor Communications. 

“Families may be further away and not 
make the trip. That was awesome last year, 
and we are grateful to have that partner-
ship,” said Sweet.

The Hendricks County 4-H Fair will be in a transitional year, bringing back pre-pandemic favorites like 
carnival rides but still offering virtual judging and livestock auctions. (ICON file photo)

7824 N. SR 39, Lizton, Indiana (across from Tri-West High School)    |    317.994.5050    |    www.bearslawn.com

Providing a beautiful selection of annuals, perennials, trees, shrubs, mulch, rock, indoor plants, garden décor & much more!

J O I N  U S  I N  O U R  5 T H  Y E A R  A T  T H E  G A R D E N  C E N T E R !

NOW OPEN
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Outdoor markets retain popularity with Hendricks County residents
By Gus Pearcy

F
resh produce and homemade baked goods, meats, soaps and lotions, food trucks, kid activities, plants, desserts and 
more fill booths at local farmers markets. 

The popular outdoor events happen in several Hendrick County communities and abundantly offer produce and 
products. Shoppers can find farmers markets open just about any night of the week across the county.

For the most up-to-date information, visit each town’s Facebook page.

Kristi Vaughn started the North Salem Farmers Market just three years 
ago. It runs 5-7:30 p.m. Thursday evenings until Sept. 16. The popular mar-
ket starts at 5 W. Pearl St. and then goes all along the main drag.

“The town is very, very supportive of this,” she said. “We’re moving to-
wards our local businesses and trying to help them out as much as possible 
by continuing to bring in customer base and foot traffic. If it comes where 
we take up the whole road, they’ll give us permission to block off a side 
road. We have plenty of room to grow.”

Although Vaughn expects the market to grow, currently there are 16 
vendors. Last year, the 
local ice cream shop 
was open to business 
on Thursdays.

She said there are 
many events in and 
around the market 
itself.

“Once a month, we 
will be doing benefit 
meals,” she said. “It’s a 
free-will donation.”

There’s also live 
music and kiddie 
train rides each week.

Vaughn says the 
market is WIC certi-
fied for voucher use.

Danville hosts the only Hendricks County farmers mar-
ket on the weekend and runs 8 a.m. to noon every Satur-
day through Sept. 4.

This market starts the earliest, too. It’s been going 
since Mother’s Day weekend. Kelly DiBenedetto, Dan-
ville Chamber of Commerce executive director, said this 
means more customers and better results for the vendors.

The market has always been on the Historic Court-
house Square, but this year it shifted from Jefferson Street 
to Washington Street. DiBenedetto said the move allows 
the Square to stay open on Jefferson.

“We had some businesses request it to be on Washing-
ton,” she said. “We have actually grown to where we take 
up that backside of the Square.”

There are at least 27 vendors, and it’s the place for pop-
corn and frozen dog treats.

The Brownsburg Farmers Market has food trucks and hand-
made clothing vendors as well as fresh produce and activities for 
kids through the parks department and library. It runs 4-7 p.m. 
every Thursday on the grounds in front of town hall through Sept. 
30. Philip Cornelius, community recreation manager, said the mar-
ket hosts 31 vendors ranging from eggs to homemade treats. 

There are even tables for picnics provided by the town. They 
were gone last year, but Cornelius said they’ll be back this year.

Brownsburg limits local businesses to specific dates, but other-
wise anything goes. There is a nonprofit night and a Chamber of 
Commerce night.

“That’s when we allow businesses to come in and share their 
messages but not on a consistent basis,” he said.

The best thing, according to Cornelius, is seeing familiar faces.
“We have a very loyal customer base that are excited to see all 

their favorite vendors each week, and our vendors are excited to 
see them,” Cornelius said.

New this year shoppers can find 
vegan options among the produce 
and products, said Delbert Harmon, 
Avon Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment spokesman said. 

“We do about 500 (patrons) by the 
first hour,” he said. “We stay pretty 
busy.”

The Avon Farmers Market is 4-7 
p.m. on Tuesdays at 8244 E. U.S. 36, 
the parking lot in front of the Hen-
dricks Regional Health Avon Medical 
Center. 

There will be special events sched-
uled throughout the year, like a dog-
gy treat to the first 50 attendees, but 
not all of those have been planned.

Harmon said the market gives resi-
dents a sense of community and pro-
motes health.

“To me, the most important thing 
is giving the community a chance to 
have fresh produce from local farm-
ers,” he said. “That’s why we started 
one.”

Avon Farmers Market Brownsburg Farmers Market

Danville Farmers Market

North Salem Farmers Market
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Continued from PAGE 6

The Plainfield Farmers Market is on the 
grounds of the Plainfield Friends Church at 
the corner of Avon Avenue and U.S. 40. The 
historic church grounds offer mature trees and 
shade, said Jamie Bryant, the market master 
for the Plainfield Chamber of Commerce.

“It’s a fabulous place to have it because 
we are the only market in the county that 
has shade,” Bryant said. 

“We take pride in that,” she said with 

laughter.
Before then, the market was on the park-

ing lot of the chamber building, which was 
small.

“We have a lot of new vendors, so we will 
have a variety of new things for people to 
choose from,” Bryant said. “Everyone is re-
ally excited about getting back to normal.”

This market runs 4-7 p.m. every Wednes-
day, rain or shine, through Sept. 15.

The Pittsboro version is 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays in the parking lot of the Pitts-
boro United Methodist Church.

“That’s gone really well for us,” said Scott 
Smith, Pittsboro Parks Department spokes-
man. “You’re right on (Indiana) 136 so you 
get a lot of drive through traffic in Pittsboro. 
It’s really paid off for us.”

Again, the market has about 25-30 ven-
dors from fresh flowers to baked goods, 
and Smith said produce will be coming in 
a couple of weeks. He estimates a couple 
hundred people come each week.

The first week of the month music is pro-
vided free of charge by a local DJ, and there 
are some giveaways from the vendors. The 

third Wednesday of each month is a show-
case for nonprofits who are allowed to set 
up a booth for free among the sellers.

“It’s a way to give back to the commu-
nity,” he said. “It gives some of the smaller 
groups a great way to get out in front of the 
community.

The market is a resource for the residents 
and a great community event, Smith said.

“Everything tastes a little better when it’s 
fresh,” Smith added.

The market goes through the end of Sep-
tember, and September hours end at 7 p.m. 
because of the cooler temps and sunless 
hours.

Pittsboro Farmers Market

Plainfield Farmers Market

SAVE THE DATE!
2021 MEMBER APPRECIATION 

& ANNUAL MEETING
THURSDAY, JULY 22 

FOOD •  SILLY SAFARIS • BALLOON ANIMALS
TESLA ELECTRIC VEHICLE DEMO 

HIGH-VOLTAGE SAFETY DEMO

NEW!
VOTE ONLINE 

THROUGH 

SMARTHUB 

*HPC members only

Cast your vote for your board 
of directors by voting online, 
at our drive-thru locations, 
or at our annual meeting. All 
participants will receive a $10 
bill credit and a chance to win 
a $500 bill credit!*

CHECK YOUR MAIL FOR YOUR  
INVITATION, TICKETS, AND 

ADDITIONAL DETAILS
LEARN MORE & SEE CANDIDATES: 

www.hendrickspower.com/annualmeeting
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70,00070,000

By Lindsay Doty

As part of an effort to collect canned food 
donations for those in need, the Hendricks 
County Purdue Extension Homemakers 
came up with the I CAN-U CAN 2 drive that 
will take place during the 2021 Hendricks 
County 4-H Fair.

“When Hendricks Co. Purdue Extension 
Homemakers heard 2021 is the International 
Year of Fruits & Vegetables, they decided to 
have a food drive for cans of fruits and veg-
etables to pack the pantries,” said Rosie Leni-
han, president of Hendricks County Exten-
sion Homemakers.

“ From that effort, I CAN-U CAN 2 became 
an example of all we ‘CAN’ do here in Hendricks County,  espe-
cially through our county fair.”

Visitors who donate five cans of fruit and/or vegetables can 
get in free to the fair that runs July 18-24. The donations will 

be then distributed to stock food pantries 
across the county.

The fair will also host a canned goods art 
contest where participants will have to get 
creative and transform cans into works of art.

The art must be built and brought to the 
fairgrounds. The contest is sponsored by the 
Hendricks County Recycling District and open 
to any county residents. Guests can fill out an 
application below and mail it or bring it to the 
fair. First prize is $100 in local gift cards.

Besides the contest, the fair will include lots 
of can themes. Master Gardeners are adding 
cans to their demonstration garden and in-

terns will be planting “canna” bulbs around the fairgrounds.  
Homemakers are also hosting a canning (food) demonstra-

tion and chocolate contest. A group of local kids behind the 
Just Be Kind signs made signs for the canned project.

COMMUNITY

We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

Brownsburg Fire Territory adds county’s second  
Safe Haven Baby Box to save more infants

4-H fair to hold canned goods drive and art contest

Roman Numerals

Hendricks Regional Health adminis-
tered its 70,000 COVID-19 vaccine June 3 
to Lily Meyer, 15, Plainfield. 

The HRH clinic at the Hendricks Coun-
ty 4-H Fairgrounds ended June 4, but 
the Hendricks County Health Depart-
ment will operate through the end of 
the month, providing both Moderna and 
Pfizer vaccines, said Carrie Meyer, HRH di-
rector, marketing and communications.

The hospital will also honor volunteers 
at a thank you party at the end of the 
month. 

Lily Meyer, 15, Plainfield, gives an elbow bump 
to Kevin Speer, HRH President & CEO to celebrate 
administering the 70,000th COVID-19 vaccine. 
(Photo provided by HRH)

By Lindsay Doty

Brownsburg Fire Territory Fire Station 131, 
located at 55 E. Main St., has installed Safe 
Haven Baby Box, an extension of Indiana’s 
Safe Haven law that allows Indiana mothers 
to drop off a newborn baby at a fire depart-
ment, police station or hospital and stay 
anonymous.  

The box was made available in late April. 
It’s the 63rd Safe Haven Baby Box to be 
installed in the country and the 55th in In-
diana. It’s the second one to be installed in 
Hendricks County.  The Danville Fire Depart-
ment added a box outside of fire station 
192 located at 100 Twin Bridges Road near 
Kroger in early 2021.

The climate-controlled padded device or 

Territory Fire Station 131 as our 63rd Baby 
Box location and appreciate how the fire 
territory of  Brownsburg is taking a proac-
tive approach to end infant abandonment 
in our country,” she said.

Safe Haven Baby Boxes cost roughly 
$15,000 with installation. The Brownsburg 
baby box was funded by various donors in 
the community, including St Malachy Cath-
olic Church.

“The Brownsburg Fire Territory is pleased 
to be able to host this Baby Box due to the 
generous donations from the St. Mala-
chy Catholic Church, St. Malachy Catholic 
Church Gabriel Project, St. Malachy Catho-
lic Church Knights of Columbus, Council # 
12540 and the Brownsburg Sertoma Club,” 
said Zach Bowers, division chief of EMS, 
Brownsburg Fire Territory. “This new com-
munity resource will be able to anony-
mously provide a very beneficial service to 
a mother in need in a time of crisis while 
keeping the baby safe.”

The Safe Haven Baby Boxes National 24-
hour hotline (866) 992-2291 offers counsel-
ing services to a parent who is unable or 
unwilling to care for their newborn. Nine 
infants have been placed in a Baby Box, with 
the last one surrendered in the Baby Box at 
the Decatur Township Fire Station. Nation-
wide, 97 surrenders have resulted from 
calling the Safe Haven Baby Boxes National 
24-hour hotline. Safe Haven Baby Boxes pro-
vides counseling to any parent considering 
his or her options, including parenting and 
adoption. Contact Kelsey at monicakelsey@
safehavenbabyboxes.com for more informa-
tion.

medical bassinet lifts open with a privacy 
door and a safety lock and alarm system. It 
has an alarm and light system that activates 
to notify personnel when a baby is placed in 
it. The infant is then picked up by firefight-
ers and taken to the hospital. The Baby Box 
includes a heating and cooling component 
and a newly added soft white light.

“Safe Haven Baby Boxes works hard to 
ensure that every parent knows all their 
options, including a Safe Haven surrender,”  
said Monica Kelsey, a former medic and 
firefighter who founded the Safe Haven 
nonprofit.

Kelsey was abandoned as an infant and 
has been committed to installing boxes 
across the country to save more babies.

“We are proud to have Brownsburg Fire 

I CAN–U CAN 2! art contest:
Participants in the art contest can mail or bring 

entry forms to Hendricks County Extension Office, 
1900 E Main St, PO Box 7, Danville.

• Half of the materials must be clean, empty cans 
without paper labels

• Materials must be weatherproof and attached 
with no rough/sharp edges

• Art must be at least 3-foot tall and self-support-
ing

• Art may be painted, reshaped, and/or embel-
lished

• Art will be judged on originality to I CAN–U CAN 
2!

• Recycled/repurposed materials encouraged
• The structures must be set up at the fairgrounds 

in Danville on July 16 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Five cans of fruits or veggies like these 
can be donated to get a ticket to the 
2021 Hendricks County 4-H Fair. (Photo 
by Lindsay Doty)

Safe Haven Baby Box founder Monica Kelsey 
speaks in front of the newest safety box outside of 
Brownsburg Fire Territory during an unveiling on 
April 30. (Photo provided by BFT)
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ASSISTED LIVING - REHABILITATION  
LONG TERM CARE
MEMORY SUPPORT www.CumberlandTrace.us

experienceexperience
the heart of CarDon.

TOUR OUR ASSISTED LIVING Apartments 

BEFORE JULY 31 - FOR A $20 GIFT CARD TO  

COACHMAN RESTAURANT

Anne Jones, NP
Family Medicine

Schedule your appointment online, 
anytime at GetStVincentCare.com or 
call 317-834-7118

From the routine to the unexpected, count on the compassionate, 
personalized care teams at Ascension Medical Group St. Vincent                
Avon Primary Care. Anne Jones, NP, and our primary care team 
listen to understand you and your health concerns, to help make 
sure you’re getting the best care possible. And if you need to come in 
person for a visit, know that we have strict safety precautions in place 
to protect you and your family.

Ascension Medical Group 
St. Vincent Avon Primary Care 
9723 E. US Highway 36, Avon, IN 46123

© Ascension 2021. All rights reserved.

Personalized care right in 
your neighborhood
Schedule in-person appointments or virtual visits

Hendricks County Retired Teachers meet  
for first time in more than a year

On May 10, The 
Hendricks County 
Retired Teachers As-
sociation held its first 
meeting since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
began. 

Brad Born of May-
berry Café catered a 
fried chicken din-
ner. They welcomed 
new member Peggy 
Thompson, a 30-year teacher for Browns-
burg School Corporation. The group rec-
ognized several people. 

Nancy Singer won the State IRTA 
Award for Outstanding Website for 
2020. Charlotte Martin was recognized 
for more than 600 volunteer hours for 
last year. Jeff Thompson gave a legisla-
tive report informing the group that 
county schools have received a sub-
stantial amount of money, resulting in 
increased teacher pay as well as funding 

for projects. 
John A Meeks II, executive director of 

the United States War Dogs Association, 
Chapter 3, from Kokomo, Ind., gave a 
presentation with his dog, Sgt. First Class 
Brutus. 

The association also installed new 
officers for 2021-23: president Linda 
Thoman, vice president Charlotte Mar-
tin, secretary Sandy Clemons, treasurer 
Linda Rollings. 

The next meeting will be Sept. 13.  

(Photo provided by the Hendricks County Retired Teachers Association)
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SAVE UP TO $31
PICK YOUR DATE TICKETS

USE PROMO CODE: DISCOUNT802DISCOUNT802

Offer is online only. Valid for up to 8 discounts. 
No double discounts. Expires October 31, 2021.

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2020-2021 school year.

GRANT NAME:
Racially Diverse Toys  
in Kindergarten
at Lincoln Elementary
Sponsored in part by LeBlanc Nettles Law

AMOUNT:
$2,945.00

To help create a rich learning 
environment where racial differences 
are accepted and celebrated, this 
grant purchased toys that represent 
various ethnicities, cultures and 
skin colors. These items are used 
at learning stations that include 
dolls, play food, puzzles, books 
and people. Toys that embrace 
many ethnicities and cultures 
will be used by students for years to 
come and will encourage questions and 
open conversations allowing students 
and teachers to celebrate the uniqueness 
of all individuals.

Just part of the $130,000 that BEF 
awarded in grants this past year.

Thanks to this BEF grant,  
my students are able to work with 

peers in situations that some might 
witness at home. Students are also 

given tools that help them understand 
families might be different from their 

own. They love playing with these 
toys during structured play and I LOVE 

hearing their interaction during this 
time. Thank you BEF!

MELISSA POOL

“

”

ICONICbriefs
Leadership Hendricks County  
names service, youth leaders

For his exceptional service to Hen-
dricks County, its people and corporate 
citizens, Leadership Hendricks County 
gave the Suzanne Whicker Distinguished 
Service Award to Eric Hessel, vice presi-
dent of programs at Hendricks County 
Community Foundation. 

The Youth Leader of the Year is given 
to one outstanding youth leader and 

Youth Leadership Hendricks County 
graduate during his/her senior year of 
high school. The 2020 Youth Leader of 
the year went to Madelyn Milharcic, a 
home-educated high school senior from 
Avon. As part of this award, Milharcic 
received a $1,000 scholarship provided 
by the Chick-fil-A in Avon. Learn more at 
leadershiphendrickscounty.org.

Hendricks County residents to perform  
at Putnam County Playhouse

The Putnam County Playhouse is 
opening its 60th season with a produc-
tion of the musical “The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame.” Three Hendricks County 
residents play leading roles in the show. 
Appearing as Esmerelda the gypsy danc-
er is Avon resident Samantha Grace Shel-
ton. Her love interest Captain Phoebus 
will be played by Nathan Brown, also of 

Avon. Danville resident Grant Craig plays 
Clopin, the king of the gypsies. 

All three are alumni of The Biz Acad-
emy of Musical Theatre in Avon. Directed 
by Shelly McFadden, the show will be 
June 1-5 and June 8-12 at the Hazel Day 
Longden Theatre in Greencastle. Tickets 
are $10. Call (765) 653-5880.
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5530 E. US Hwy 36 
Suite 100 

Avon Indiana 46123

317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Buy One Drink get
a Small Drink

FREE 
Expires  06/30/21

(of equal or 
lesser value)

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  
EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH!

MARIAH YEITER.
Mariah is a tremendous asset to the Cabin Coffee team and 

her sense of humour and work ethic are greatly appreciated. 
Her hobbies include volleyball, hanging out with friends, and 

watching dogs. Her plan is to go to Pensacola Christian College 
and major in criminal justice. Her favorite parts about Cabin 
Coffee are her coworkers and the family style atmosphere.

HISTORY finds
Hand Pump Vacuum 

Hendricks County Museum in Danville is open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Come visit to see 
the special focus on a few of the county’s townships and our main roads: U.S. 41, U.S. 36, Indiana 136 
and Indiana 267. Other redecorated rooms hold refreshed interest. hendrickscountymusuem.com

By Marty Carter

One of the most in-
teresting items in the 
Hendricks County Mu-
seum’s 1900 kitchen is 
this Feeny hand pump 
vacuum cleaner. It’s all 
the more interesting 
because it was an Indi-
ana product, made in 
the Feeny Manufactur-
ing Company. Edmond 
J. Feeny, inventor of 
the vacuum and sever-
al other items, opened 
the Muncie, Ind., fac-
tory in 1910. 

The vacuum has a hollow rod attached 
to two canisters. Pumping the upper 
canister up and down creates suction 
and pulls the dirt into a lower canister 

that can be opened 
and emptied. 

Since the Feeny vac-
uum cleaner came on 
the market when more 
areas of the country 
were getting wired for 
electricity, a 1910 ad 
points out that, among 
its other advantag-
es, the hand pump 
vacuum saves money 
on electricity. It sold for 
$17.50.

The Feeny company 
produced several other 
items, including dust-

ers for applying insecticide in gardens, 
orchards, vineyards and cotton fields. 
In I919, the company discontinued the 
vacuum and all other products to con-
centrate solely on dusters.
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COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM

COMMUNITY

We Salute the
Recruits

We Salute the
Recruits

We Salute the
RecruitsCongratulations!

Special thanks to the following:
Avon American Legion Post 145, Park Square Manor,  

Shawn Jones, Capstone Retirement Group

Interested in becoming a member of the Kiwanis Club of Avon?  
Visit us on either the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month, noon at  

Avon American Legion Post 145 
For more information, contact Bob Straka at bob@aplusimages.com

AIR FORCE
Chase Rivera, Ben Davis HS

Jackie Hernandez, Ben Davis HS

Carlos Munoz, Ben Davis HS

Issac Johnson, Avon HS

Caleb Raisch, Brownsburg HS

Ryan Pettigrew, Speedway HS

ARMY: 
Kyler Paulius, Brownsburg HS

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 
Briana Pace, Plainfield HS 

Zackery Vickers, Danville HS 
Preston Heffernan, Danville HS

NAVY 
Benjamin Anderson, Plainfield HS

By Lindsay Doty

When it comes to water safety, every sec-
ond counts. That’s why days before summer 
vacation kicked off in Hendricks County, the 
Plainfield Parks & Recreation Department 
hosted its annual mock operations training 
at Splash Island Waterpark in Plainfield. The 
day serves as a refresher course on what to 
do in case of an emergency. 

The Plainfield Police Department and 
Plainfield Fire Territory conducted the train-
ing with more than 100 staff members and 
lifeguards on May 22, just days before the 
popular water park opened to the public for 
the season.

“This is a team effort, not only among our 
parks department, but this is also a team ef-
fort town-wide,” said Jordan Brouillard, Rich-
ard A. Carlucci Recreation & Aquatic Center 
general manager. “There is a huge benefit to 
working among agencies for scenarios that 
may arise here at Splash Island.”

The operations included water emer-
gency scenarios, discussions on observation 
skills, the importance of roles and diversity.

“We must be ready for any event from the 
lifeguards to the firefighters, EMTs and para-
medics to hospital staff,” said Doug Randell, 
chief of EMS at Plainfield Fire Territory. “This 

training allows us to practice and prepare 
and emphasizes the importance everyone 
plays in life-and-death situations.”

Splash Island opened at noon May 28 for 
the 2021 summer season.

The outdoor water park located off Vestal 
Road in Plainfield has three water slides, a 
lazy river and a zero-depth kiddie pool.

“After a difficult year, we’re eager to get 
back to semi-normal operations at Splash 
Island,” said Brouillard.

Summer swimming safety reminders for 
everyone near water include using the bud-
dy system (don’t swim alone), know how to 
swim, learn CPR and don’t rely on water toys 
as safety devices. 

Splash Island holds mock emergency 
training ahead of summer season

Lifeguards at Splash Island perform a water rescue 
as part of their mock operations training on May 22 
with Plainfield emergency workers. (Photo provided 
by Town of Plainfield)
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804 East Main Street  •  Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer.  Coupon has no value.  Expires 06/30/2021.

Ce
le

br
at

ing

 47 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  06/30/2021.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 06/30/2021.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

ICONICbriefs
Duke Energy Foundation awards community grants

The Duke Energy Foundation awarded 
the Brownsburg Education Foundation 
a $3,065 grant to support the district’s 
elementary school summer reading 
challenge for 2021. This challenges all 
Brownsburg elementary students to read 
for 15 minutes each day during summer 
break. Participants will be awarded a day 

of celebration with games and activities 
at the beginning of the 2021-22 school 
year.

The foundation provided a $3,000 
grant to Project A.N.G.E.L. The funds will 
provide food, clothing, toys and other 
items to those in need in Hendricks 
County during the holiday season.

Franklin College recognizes students  
for high academic achievement

Franklin College honored its students 
in April for their exceptional academic 
work at the annual Spring Honors Con-
vocation. 

The following students from Hendricks 
County were honored: 

• Payton Dilk of Brownsburg received 
the Student Congress Merit Scholar-
ship.

• Rylee Elder of Avon, received the 
Richard M. Park Prize for Excellence 
in Applied Mathematics.

• Grace Esterline of Brownsburg, re-
ceived the Pi Beta Phi Award and a 
Spanish Special Honorees Award. 

• Jordan Hoard of Plainfield, received 
the French Advanced Level Award. 

• Audrey Poteet of Avon received the 
Master of Science in Athletic Train-
ing Graduate Award for Outstand-
ing Service. 

• Ashley Snoke of Plainfield received 
the Dr. Elmon Williams Law Study 
Award for Political Science. 
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Danville resident uses hardships 
for transition into painting

STOP AND SMELL THE ROSES

• Direct Support Professional • Van Driver • Program Coordinator • Physical Therapist 
• Employment Consultant • Developmental Therapist • Speech Language Pathologist 
• Occupational Therapist • Nurse • Team Lead • Recreational Therapist • Behavior Specialist

Committed to making a difference in the lives 
of individuals facing daily challenges.

SycamoreServices.com

Sycamore Sycamore 
ServiceS, inc.ServiceS, inc. HHIIRRIINNGG  BBLLIITTZZHIRING BLITZHIRING BLITZ Tuesday - June 8th 8-2 

Wednesday - June 9th 2-8 
Saturday - June 12th 10-2

• Direct Support Professional • Van Driver • Program Coordinator • Physical Therapist 
• Employment Consultant • Developmental Therapist • Speech Language Pathologist 
• Occupational Therapist • Nurse • Team Lead • Recreational Therapist • Behavior Specialist

Committed to making a difference in the lives 
of individuals facing daily challenges.

SycamoreServices.com

Sycamore Sycamore 
ServiceS, inc.ServiceS, inc. HHIIRRIINNGG  BBLLIITTZZHIRING BLITZHIRING BLITZ Tuesday - June 8th 8-2 

Wednesday - June 9th 2-8 
Saturday - June 12th 10-2

• Direct Support Professional • Van Driver • Program Coordinator • Physical Therapist 
• Employment Consultant • Developmental Therapist • Speech Language Pathologist 
• Occupational Therapist • Nurse • Team Lead • Recreational Therapist • Behavior Specialist

Committed to making a difference in the lives 
of individuals facing daily challenges.

SycamoreServices.com

Sycamore Sycamore 
ServiceS, inc.ServiceS, inc. HHIIRRIINNGG  BBLLIITTZZHIRING BLITZHIRING BLITZ Tuesday - June 8th 8-2 

Wednesday - June 9th 2-8 
Saturday - June 12th 10-2

• Direct Support Professional • Van Driver • Program Coordinator  
• Physical Therapist • Employment Consultant • Developmental Therapist  

• Speech Language Pathologist • Occupational Therapist • Nurse • Team Lead  
• Recreational Therapist • Behavior Specialist

866-573-0817

32D01 -21 05-EU-0001 45
Notice of Administration

In the Hendricks Superior Court, Probate Division.
In the Matter of the Estate of GEOFFREY D. KLINGER, deceased.
Cause Number 32D01-2105-EU-145
Notice is hereby given that CELESTE N. KLINGER AND SAGE E. KLINGER were on May 25, 2021 

appointed Co-Personal Representatives of the Estate of GEOFFREY D. KLINGER deceased.
All persons Who have claims against this estate, Whether or not now due, must file the claim in the 

office of the Clerk of this Court within three (3) months from the date of the first publication of this notice or 
Within nine (9) months after the Decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, or said claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Danville, Indiana, on May 25, 2021

Clerk, Hendricks Superior Court,
Probate Division

By Peg McRoy Glover

Mike Rose is a towering man who stands at 6-feet-
4-inches and weighs 280 pounds. He readily admits that 
when he enters a room people notice. Rose is the typical 
bear of a man who carries around a generous and kind 
heart. 

He was best known around his Danville hometown as 
an expert who could repair any piece of lawn and garden 
equipment. For 25 years he worked in shops around In-
dianapolis and had his own repair shop west of Danville 
for a few years before changing paths to the environmen-
tal drilling industry. 

Diagnosed with Type 2 diabetes at age 40, he spent the 
next 24 years taking in stride the life changes the disease 
demanded. Last September the ravages of the disease be-
gan to rock his world. 

It began with amputating all his toes on his left foot, 
which put extreme stress on his right foot. That eventually 
led to three amputations on his right leg that began with 
his foot and ended just below his knee. 

As Rose was convalescing, he watched reruns of the 
late Bob Ross’ instructional art television show on PBS, 
“The Joy of Painting.” Rose also likes learning from Jerry 
Yarnell, an art instructor who also has reruns after his 
death on PBS.

“My sister paints, and I had been wanting to do some-
thing with painting,” Rose said. “My wife Darlene bought 
me a paint-by-number kit. I made one paint-by-number 
painting, but I wanted to be my own artist, so that was my 
first and last paint by number. Since then, I paint whatev-
er I envision in my head.”

Although he did well in elementary art classes, he 
didn’t pursue anything in art after that, concentrating on 
woodworking and mechanical classes in high school. He 
picked up a paint brush and put oil to canvas for the first 
time in his life late last September. He has dabbled a bit in 

acrylics, too. 
This man’s man who has spent most of his life fixing 

and working with machinery now spends his mornings 
watching art instruction shows on television and his af-
ternoons painting. His friends tell him that he is the last 
person in the world they ever would have expected to 
pursue being an artist. 

He has transformed a corner of his garage into a paint-
ing studio where he pulls his wheelchair up to an easel to 
practice whatever new painting techniques he learned 
that morning or fine tune methods he previously learned.

To date he has painted about 40 pictures. Darlene en-
sures he has whatever supplies he needs. 

“Painting and learning about art is Mike’s new passion,” 
she said. “He has been through so much that I do what-
ever I can to support him in his new pursuit of being an 
artist.”

Danville nativve Mike Rose pursued art as a new passion since 
he faced four life-changing amputations due to Type 2 diabetes 
complications. His wife Darlene picks up supplies he needs to paint 
in a transformed corner of his garage. 

One of Mike Rose’s favorite art instructional shows is “The Joy of 
Painting” with Bob Ross. Rose’s trees in this landscape show Ross’ 
influence.  (Photos by Peg McRoy Glover)
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TAKING FL IGHT

Fellowship trained in sports medicine, 
Dr. Emily Cha sees sports medicine and 
general orthopedic patients.
Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400

Brownsburg senior looks forward to making a career out of the military

COMMUNITY

By Mike Beas

The Christmas gift Brownsburg 
softball player Olivia Calero 
received this past holiday season 
will shape the remainder of 
her life.

The present was a day 
early, unwrapped and 
exactly the words she 
wanted to hear.

On Dec. 24, Calero, a senior 
third baseman for the Bulldogs, 
received a phone call informing 
her that she had been accepted 
to the United States Naval 
Academy. She leaves June 30 for 
the campus in Annapolis, Md., the 
initial steps of what she hopes is a 
military journey that lasts well into her 
adult life.

Talk about a gift that keeps on giving.
Calero posted impressive numbers in and out of 

the classroom.
She batted .416 this spring, a number that 

included team-high totals in doubles (8) and runs 
(20). Brownsburg finished with a 13-12 record after 
losing to Avon in the opening round of the Class 4A 
Terre Haute South Sectional, 3-0.

Calero’s 4.7 grade point average ranked her in 
the top 30 of her class academically while earning 
her Academic All-State laurels. Her playing ability 
in the field and at the plate allowed her to be 
named Third Team All-State. She was one of four 
Brownsburg team captains this season, along 
with senior Kiersten Huff and juniors Kelsey 
Endress and Grace Mendenhall.

“Olivia is very well-rounded,” said first-year 
Bulldogs coach Cherise Hiss. “She just has this 
demeanor about her that she does what you ask 
and she does it well. She’s one of those people 
you want to multiply by 50. Olivia is tough, she’s 
disciplined and she leads by example every single day.”

Calero did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: What made you interested in pursuing a 
career in the military?
A: My dad (Carlos) also attended the Naval 
Academy. When I started looking at colleges, I 
asked my dad if he thought I could do it, and he 
said, ‘Of course, you could.’ I’m thrilled and so, so 
excited to go. I’ve been out running and doing all 
these pushups.

Q: How long do you plan to be in the Navy, 
and what aspect of the military do you 

plan to explore?
A: I’ll major in quantitative economics 

with a minor in Spanish. Right now, 
I plan to go the whole 20 years 
because I plan to go into Naval 
Aviation or Marine Corps Aviation. 
I’d love to be a naval flight officer 
or be a pilot. I just love to be up in 

the air.

Q: You’ve won honors for your 
softball ability as well as for 
your academics. Which means 
more to you?
A: Definitely, the academics. It’s 
my education that’s going to 

get me a career. The summer 
before my senior year is when 

I asked my dad about the 
Navy. We just jumped into 
the process.

Third base softball player Olivia 
Calero graduated in the top 30 of 

Brownsburg’s Class of 2021 and 
plans to make a career in the Naval 

Academy. (Photo by Dave Gansert)

Brownsburg boys 
track makes history 

as runner-up at State 
By Mike Beas

The Brownsburg boys track and field pro-
gram recently managed to twice break new 
ground on the biggest of stages.

With an all-time high of 40 points, the 
Bulldogs finished runner-up at the State Fi-
nals, hosted by Ben Davis on June 4 on what 
was a warm, sun-splashed day.

Carmel won the team championship with 
68 points.

Leading the charge for Brownsburg was 
junior John Colquitt, who earned the right 
to twice stand atop the awards podium. 
Colquitt won the 110-meter high hurdles in 
a time of 14.53 seconds before returning to 
capture the 300 hurdles in 37.84.

“In general, it’s a really good group of 
kids that believes in itself,” said fifth-year 
Brownsburg coach Casey Popenfoose. “John 
is a high-character kid who is super humble. 
It’s a team effort, and that team aspect is 
one of those things we’re trying to build at 
Brownsburg.

“Going into the year, we had high expec-
tations because we had good athletes in 
place.”

The Bulldogs also picked up a second 
place medal in the high jump thanks to 
senior Tyray Lackey, who soared 6 feet 10 
inches and missed his three attempts at 7 
feet.

Then there’s the case of senior Marcos 
Barbosa, a fifth-place finisher in the 110 
hurdles at both the Plainfield Sectional and 
Lafayette Jeff Regional. Barbosa received a 
call-back in both instances, making the ab-
solute most of his opportunity by running a 
time of 14.76 and taking fourth at state.

Also for Brownsburg, junior Haiden 
Diemer-McKinney placed 12th in the 
800-meter run in 1:56.49 and was part of the 
13th-place 4x100 relay team that included 
sophomores Justin Petty, Scotty Tienda and 
Jalen Larkey.



June 11, 2021
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

16 June 11, 2021
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
17

ICONography

COMMUNITY

Seniors propel 
Danville softball team 

to semistate final
By Mark Ambrogi 

The Danville Community High School softball team piled up some 
impressive accomplishments.

The Warriors (28-2) had the most wins in school history and the best 
single-season batting average (.384) and most runs scored (294). 

Danville won the Hendricks County, Sagamore Conference, Class 3A 
sectional and regional titles before falling to Boonville 6-1 June 5 in the 
semistate championship at Brown County. In the semifinals, Danville 
shut out Greensburg 4-0.

“The girls have been working hard for the last several years,” Warriors 
coach Greg Glaser said. “We were led by a very talented group of senior 
players. Six of our starters were seniors, and they’ve been with me for 
four years and were the heartbeat of the team. A lot of hard work and 
talent on the team led to an exceptional season. I’m very happy with 
how we did.

“This year we really thought we had a shot at winning state. We came 
up one game short, but no disappointments whatsoever.”

The Warriors also reached the semistate final in 2019, finishing 26-4.
The six seniors, Savannah Jones, Ella Brinkley, Abby Yarnell, Adrianna 

Taylor, Courtney Kenworthy and Melanie Fougerousse, were all starters 
as sophomores on that 2019 team. Danville had two other senior con-
tributors in Ally Hamm and Emma Haywood.

Brinkley finished with a team-high .547 batting average, followed by 
Jones at .487 and sophomore Tori Rinehart at .469.

Yarnell had a .435 average with a team-highs of seven homes and 46 
runs batted in.

Jones and Yarnell were the team’s top two pitchers. 
“I had an emotional attachment to this senior class because I’ve 

watched them develop over the four years of high school as they’ve 
moved up grades,” Glaser said. “It’s by far the most talented group 

of players I’ve ever coached.  They’re outstanding students, out-
standing individuals and outstanding ballplayers. It’s going to 

be really tough to see this group go.”
Five of the eight seniors will play in college: Jones (Buck-

nell), Yarnell (Indiana University-South Bend), Brinkley (Uni-
versity of Illinois-Springfield), Kenworthy (Wilmington Col-

lege) and Hamm (Ancilla College).

The Warriors wave to the Boonville team after their 6-1 loss.

Pitcher Savannah Jones winds up.Danville Warriors head coach Greg Glaser.

Aria Williams 
connects with 
a swing. 

From left, Olivia Staigi and Laurie Hamless react to Marley Gearld’s (facing) homerun against 
Boonville.

Lillian Beller swings at a high pitch.

Presented by Presented by

(Photos by Jacob Musselman)
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This season you made history; next season begins now. Dr. Chad Waits 
and Hendricks Regional Health athletic trainers Fabian Munoz and 
Casee Yarborough partner with the Danville Warriors Softball Team to 
keep the players competing safely. We are committed to helping our 
student athletes be successful by reducing the risk of injuries through 
treatment and rehabilitation plans that emphasize a safe return to play. 
Learn more at Hendricks.org/SportsMedicine.

Congratulations 
Danville Warriors 
On Your 
Tremendous 
Season!
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

Hendricks County obituaries are printed free of charge 
up to 50 words.  Funeral directors are encouraged to send 

obituaries and  photos to  lyla@icontimes.com.

18 E. Main St., Brownsburg, IN 46112 
317-316-8888 

www.jjsspabrownsburg.com

Swedish Couples Massage*  .................  $119

Deep Tissue Couples 
Massage in VIP Room*  ........................  $139
Includes hot stones and complimentary wine or champagne

* Each massage is 60 minutes and  
if you want 90 minutes, add $30.

FATHER’S DAY

$15 OFF  
ANY BODY MASSAGE 

Special Offer through June 30, 2021

J J’s Spa 
R E L A X  I N  L U X U R Y

AVON

Donna Sue (Roark) Darlage
Donna Sue (Roark) Darlage, 76, passed away May 23, 2021. She 
was born March 16, 1945. No services are planned. Contributions 
may be made to Anew Hospice. Carlisle Branson Funeral Service & 
Crematory, Mooresville, was entrusted with arrangements.

Ralph Leon Haltom
Ralph Leon Haltom, 83, passed away May 24, 2021. He was born 
Feb. 24, 1938. Services were held May 28 at Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield. 

Flora T. Christensen
Flora T. Christensen, 88, passed away May 27, 2021. She was born 
Aug. 14, 1932. Services were held June 1 at Eric M.D. Bell Funeral 
Home, Pittsboro. Contributions may be made to treat residents of 
Traditions to a special meal. 

Robert C. Vereen
Robert C. Vereen, 96, passed away May 29, 2021. He was born 
Sept. 8, 1924. Services were held June 3 at St. Susanna Catholic 
Church, Plainfield. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

Pauline Ruth Woest
Pauline Ruth Woest, 92, passed away May 31, 2021. She was born 
June 28, 1928. A private service is planned. Contributions may 
be made to Messiah Lutheran Church, Brownsburg. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with arrangements.

BROWNSBURG

Debra A. Lewis
Debra A. Lewis, 65, passed away June 3, 2021. She was born 
Oct. 26, 1955. Services were held June 8 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Barbara K. Comer
Barbara K. Comer, 87, passed away June 3, 2021. She was born 
Sept. 19, 1933. Services were held June 7 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Judith A. Rettig
Judith A. Rettig, 83, passed away May 23, 2021. She was born 
Feb. 7, 1938. Services were held June 5 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg. Contributions may be made to Friends of Phoenix, 
Shirley, Ind.

Donald G. Scott
Donald G. Scott, 83, passed away on May 25, 2021. He was born on 
April 27, 1938. Services were held May 28 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Daniel L. Adams
Daniel L. Adams, 72, passed away June 1, 2021. He was born Sept. 1, 
1948. Services will be at 11:30 a.m. June 12 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Rosalind Sakalares
Rosalind Sakalares, 90, passed away May 28, 2021. She was born 
April 6, 1931. Services were June 7 at Lindenwood Cemetery, 
Ft. Wayne. Donations may be made to the Brownsburg Public 
Library. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

COATESVILLE

Patricia A  Crouse
Patricia A  Crouse, 77, passed away June 6, 2021. She 
was born May, 14, 1944. Services were held June 
9 at Clayton Christian Church. Contributions of 
perennial flowers to plant as a memory garden 
are welcome. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.

DANVILLE

Betty J. Parsons
Betty J. Parsons, 78, passed away May 30, 2021. She was born Oct. 
2, 1942. A private service will be held. Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.

Carol A. Rice Walter
Carol A. Rice Walter, 73, passed away May 26, 2021. She was born 
Dec. 23, 1947. Services were held June 4 at Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield.

LIZTON

Flora T. Christensen
Flora T. Christensen, 88, passed away May 27, 2021. Services were 
held June 1 at Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro.

PITTSBORO

Jimmie L. Carlton
Jimmie L. Carlton, 69, passed away May 26, 2021. Services were 
held May 29, 2021 at Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro. 

Brenda McKinney
Brenda McKinney, passed away June 4, 2021. Arrangements were 
pending at press time. Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Beverly Ridenour 
Beverly Ridenour, passed away June 4, 2021. Arrangements were 
pending at press time. Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

PLAINFIELD

Lawrence E. “Skip” Thompson
Lawrence E. “Skip” Thompson, 79, passed away May 30, 2021. He 
was born April 12, 1942. Services were held June 9 at Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield. Burial with military honors was at 
Maple Hill Cemetery, Plainfield.

Diane “Dee” Woolley Edwards 
Diane “Dee” Woolley Edwards 72, passed away May 31, 2021. She 
was born Dec. 21, 1948. A private service will be held. Contributions 
may be made to the Desert Rose Foundation, Martinsville. Carlisle 
Branson Funeral Service & Crematory, Mooresville, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

Robert L. Lollar 
Robert L. Lollar, 94, of Plainfield, passed away May 27, 2021. He 
was born April 9, 1927 to the late Mack and 
Matilda (Dubree) Lollar in Indianapolis, Ind. He 
was a U.S. Army veteran of the Korean War. He 
was a member of the Evergreen Masonic Lodge 
#713 and the VFW and American Legion posts. 
He was a tool and die maker for Diamond Chain 
Manufacturing Co. for 41 years retiring in 1986. 
Robert is survived by his wife of 67 years and 
11 months, Mary Lou (Brumley) Lollar. He is also 
survived by his son, Les Lollar; a daughter, Ruthie 
(Greg) Shaver; three grandchildren, Stefanie Wiseman, Dana (Chaz) 
Lollar-Lee and Adam (Tara) Shaver; and four great-grandchildren, 
Audra, Isabella, Greyson and Liam. A Celebration of Life Service will 
be held at 4 p.m. on Saturday, June 12, 2021 at Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, with calling on Saturday from 2 p.m. 
until service time at 4 p.m. In lieu of flowers the family requests 
donations be made to the Indy Honor Flight, indyhonorflight.org/
donate. Condolences may be sent to hamptongentry.com.
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Hendricks County Parks 
& Rec team transform 

space into legacy 
By Lindsay Doty

On his daily site visits, Hendricks County 
Parks and Recreation superintendent Ryan 
Lemley soaks up the progress of this team 
at W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park in Avon. After 
years of planning and hard work, the vast 
green space is being transformed into a 
legacy nature park for the community that’s 
slated to open this summer. 

“It’s extremely unique. It was a complete-
ly blank canvas for us to begin with,” said 
Lemley, a former DNR guy who has made 
the park a top priority since relocating to 
Hendricks County in 2019. “We were able 
to put our special touches on the park to 
make it what we want and what our citizens 
want.”

In the last few weeks, the park’s mainte-
nance crew has been hustling to finish up 
everything from the limestone trail system 
to installing the tee boxes at the park’s disc 
golf course. 

“One of my favorite aspects of the jour-
ney is being able to use my creativity to 
come up with unique ideas that set us apart 
from other park departments,” said park 
manager Jim Holtsclaw who helped design 
and build the park. 

Hendricks County Parks and Recreation 
(which also operates McCloud Nature Park 
and part of the Vandalia Trail) has devel-
oped 70 acres of the 140-acre property. 

The portion includes woods, prairie and 
green space. It has ponds that will eventu-
ally be stocked with fish, including bluegill 
and largemouth bass for future consump-
tive fishing. The park has a fishing dock 
that’s ADA accessible, two nature-themed 
playgrounds (for both little and big kids), 
shelters for rent, an 18-hole disc golf course, 
a 30-foot sledding hill and over 2 miles of 
crushed gravel and natural surface trails. 

“From engineering a pedestrian bridge 
and two boardwalks that our talented 
maintenance crew constructed, to design-
ing the 18-hole disc golf course with the 
aid of a few gentlemen with the Hendricks 
County Disc Golf Club, to identifying trail 
locations, we have had a blank slate to work 
with,” said Holtsclaw. 

Gibbs Park rests on Gibbs Road between 
County Road 200 South and County Road 
350 South. 

It has a Danville address, but the town of 
Avon annexed the land, so it is within town 

limits. A Google maps search using 4541 
Gibbs Road will get you there. 

The vision for Gibbs dates back to 2009 
when the Hendricks County Park Board, 
with the support of county leaders, pur-
chased 140 acres for over $1 million from 
the Gibbs family. The project was funded 
through the existing park funds over the 
years, the sale of Sodalis Nature Park to the 
town of Plainfield ($300,000), and money 

Behind the name 
W.S.Gibbs Memorial Park:

The owners of the land, Lydia and 
John “Chub” Gibbs, wanted the park 
to be a green area and named after 
Chub’s great-grandfather, William 
Smith Gibbs. 

William “Smith” Smith Gibbs was 
the grandson of Thomas Gibbs, one 
of Hendricks County’s first settlers. 
Thomas moved to Hendricks County 
in 1830 and settled on a farm roughly 
2 miles north of W.S. Gibbs Memo-
rial Park when the area was an almost 
unbroken wilderness.

Smith farmed until retiring 11 years 
before his death in 1941. He was sur-
vived by his fourth wife and his son 
Frank who went on to have a grand-
son who would eventually honor the 
family name. 

A master plan for the 70-acre portion of the 140-acre property was developed after input from the 
community. Park crews started working on clearing the property in 2019. They plan to continue to develop 
the other portion of the property through the years 

The first phase of the W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park includes these nature-inspired playgrounds for children up to 12 years old. (Photos provided by H.C. Parks and 
Recreation)
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IT IS TIME FOR YOUR AIR CONDITIONING  
SYSTEM TUNEUP & INSPECTION!

Save $45.00 on our Standard Tune-up 
YOUR COST: $89.00

ONLY ONE VOUCHER PER HOUSEHOLD. Offer ends JUNE 30, 2021. 
*PER SYSTEM OIL FINANCE ADDITIONAL. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS, DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS

We can’t wait to hear from you, we’re all ears!

Visit our web site atVisit our web site at BassettServices.com BassettServices.com to see   to see  
what over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!what over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!

SERVICES, SERVICES, inc  inc  ••    HEATING & COOLING
HEATING & COOLING PROUDLY  

SERVING OUR HOME, 
HENDRICKS COUNTY, 

FOR 43 YEARS!

Please contact our office at 317-839-5877 to make an appt. today.

from the innkeeper’s tax that supports the 
parks. Parks leaders are currently applying 
for grant money through the Indiana DNR 
to fund more development. 

After making 10 years of payments and 
gathering community input on the design, 
the maintenance crew started prepping 
the land in 2019. The crew busted out their 
power machines, cutting down dead trees, 
thorns and brush and getting control of 
invasive trees to pave the way for changes 
before Plainfield-based John Hall Construc-
tion began the heavy work. 

“The biggest challenge has been the 
enormity of the project while also main-
taining high standards at other depart-
ment properties,” said Holtsclaw. “There are 
many, many things that go into developing 
and maintaining a park that most people 
don’t realize.”

The project experienced some delays 
due to the pandemic-induced lumber 
shortage, but the team was able to work 
through it. 

Now phase one is set to open in July, 
pending final approval from the seven-per-
son park board. 

“It is a fantastic feeling to see it come 
together with a tremendous amount of 
planning,” said Lemley. “What separates it 
from other parks is we are nature-based. 

We mimic a state park management phi-
losophy.”

That means no ballfields or aquatic cen-
ters — all nature stuff. Everything from the 
cedar wood entry signs to the playgrounds 
is a nod to the outdoors.  

Park leaders across the country have 
seen an increase in park visitors since the 
pandemic. Gibbs caters to that desire to get 
into nature.

“In my experience with state parks, peo-
ple love trails,” said Lemley, who relocated 
to Hendricks County from Raccoon Lake 
State Recreation Area in Rockville where he 
worked and lived on the property with his 
family for more than 11 years.

The Greencastle native fell in love with 
parks and the outdoors at a young age, va-
cationing at reservoirs and fishing with his 
dad as a kid. He has worked for parks since 
he was 18. 

“It was a desire to give back and enhance 
and escape from everyday life,” he said.

Lemley hopes W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park 
will give the community of Hendricks Coun-
ty and beyond just that.

“Just being able to be part of a legacy 
project that is going to enhance the com-
munity and quality of life,” he said. “It is ex-
tremely special.”

W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park will continue to 
be developed through the years and even-
tually serve as a hub for the parks depart-
ment to have offices. 

Hendricks County Conversations
with Rick Myers and Gus Pearcy

Our guest:
Jeff Thompson 

State Representative, 
District 28

Friday, June 11  •  3 p.m.
myhcicon.com
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8 3 7 9 6 5
4 6 3 7

4 1
4 9

5 6 7 3
3 5
5 4

1 2 5 8
9 4 2 8 7 3

3 Midwest Vacation 
Destination

____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Jack Nicholson Films
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 New Indy Zoo Exhibit 
Creatures

____________________
____________________

1 Brood X Bug
______________________

5 Pro Golfers
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Harry & Izzy’s Entrees
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

PUZZLES
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

Across
1. Non-Rx
4. “Hoosiers” assistant coach 
who ran “the picket fence”
11. WTTV net.
14. Gun grp.
15. Fifth, often, for a manual 
transmission in PORTAGE?
16. Hoosier Motor Club 
letters
17. Seemingly forever
18. Forever young, 
seemingly
19. Indianapolis Indians hit-
ter’s stat
20. Mournful peal
22. Brownsburg Crossing 
Apartments payment
23. German auto
24. Mrs. Flintstone
26. Art supporters
28. Black Sea port
30. Dry up
32. Indiana Roof Ballroom 
fundraiser, usually
33. Film spool
35. “Real Time with Bill ___”
39. Avon summer hrs.
40. Be impolite in DECATUR?
42. Rock genre
43. Danville HS GPA booster
45. Mini Marathoner’s 
concern
46. Eye part

47. Moving option
49. White River 
angler’s gear
51. I-865, e.g.
54. Hard-drive 
units
55. Work to get
56. Hendricks 
County Court 
perjurer
59. Grouchy 
Muppet
62. Indianapolis 
Bridge Center 
card
63. Flatbottom 
boat
65. Spanish gold
66. Blackhawks 
org.
67. Perfect part in 
LA PORTE?
68. Colt foe
69. Letters on a 
Cardinals cap
70. Bagel seeds
71. WISH sked 
abbr.

Down
1. Short run, for short
2. Suffix with cyclo-
3. Switch wounds in NEW 
CASTLE?
4. Hoosier Park stable 

sections
5. Indiana State Fair critter
6. Local music venue: Basile 
___ Center
7. Gawk at the Pacemates
8. Plainfield HS student, 

typically
9. Kind of egg
10. They have Xings
11. “___ diem!”
12. Biblical tower
13. Jibs and spinnakers
21. 1993 Miss Indiana USA: 
___ Higgins
23. Work safety org.
25. WRTV anchor Mullins
27. High point
28. Curved molding
29. Arp’s art
30. Danger
31. Tri-West HS grad
34. “___, Brute?”
36. That lady’s chaperone in 
ROCHESTER?
37. Mideast ruler
38. “Friends” character
40. Pittsboro Freedom Cel-
ebration fireworks response: 
Oohs and ___
41. Like a lawn at dawn
44. Chinese currency
46. March date when 
34-Across was said
48. Slanted
50. Makes amends
51. Dom’s Coffee supply
52. Regatta racer
53. “Go from flat to fluffy” 
shampoo
54. Witch transport
57. Colts QB’s mistakes
58. Gillette razor
60. Spirited mount
61. Tomato type
63. Mas’ mates
64. Bullfight cheer

Answers on Page 27

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 06/30/2021

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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CATCH THESE GREAT SHOWS AT THE  
FLEECE PERFORMANCE GRANDSTAND

Flat Track Drags 
(ATVs, Trucks, Semis, Dirt Bikes, Kid Classes, Buggies)

Sun, July 18th, 5 p.m. 
Mon, July 19th, 7 p.m.

Moto X Racing 
Wed, July 21st, 7 p.m.

Mini Rods & Garden Tractor Pull 
Thurs, July 22nd, 7 p.m.

IPRA Rodeo 
Fri, July 23rd, 7:30 p.m.

Night of Destruction  
(Gut-N-Go Mini Car Derby, Mini-Van Derby, 

Roll Over Contest & Soccer Mom Challenge) 
Sat, July 24, 7 p.m.

WE’RE 
BACK! 

RHINESTONE ROPER

WOLVES OF THE WORLD

COWTOWN USA

• Midway Rides • 
Presented by Drew Expositions 

• Food & Vendors • 

• 4-H Exhibits •

 • 4-H Livestock Shows •

• Free Entertainment •

SCAN THE CODE FOR MORE 
HENDRICKS COUNTY  

4-H FAIR INFO!

$1 OFF 
Any Purchase at the  

Co-Alliance 4-H Cafe

Expires 7/24/21

FREE  
Admission with  

$5 paid Admission 
(Good for one Free  

Admission Per Vehicle)
Expires 7/24/21

TICKETS!
$3 Before July 1 • $4 After July 1

$5 At the Gate

Children under 9 FREE - Tickets available at the Fair Office.

After July 1 at Hendricks County Bank & Trust  

and North Salem State Bank

Tickets also available online at 4hcomlex.org

$20 max spending limit at the gate per standard  

passenger vehicles (7 people per car). 

HCI HCI



June 11, 2021
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

24

ANIMAL HOUSE
Woodland creatures visit the Wolfsies

EDITORIAL

Congratulations to 
the 2021 Hendricks 
County graduates

Hendricks County has graduated more 
than 2,100 public high school students 
and an unknown number of college grad-
uates. Congratulations to all!

And now the future….
To those with goals and paths already 

marked to reach them, congratulations. 
You are the envy of your peers and many 
of your elders. 

If you have a passion, you should pur-
sue it with gusto. 

If the next step is the military, thank 
you for serving our country. 

If you are going straight into the work-
force, we need you and applaud your 
decision.

This is to the majority of graduates 
who are taking the next step but aren’t 
sure what happens later. Congratulations 
to you. You are on a journey of excite-
ment. Sure, you might also be filled with 
doubt and maybe a bit of fear. Uncer-
tainty about the future is okay. We all go 
through that journey at some time in our 
lives, and no one knows what the future 
holds no matter how much we plan.

The typical graduation speech is filled 
with encouraging and motivating quips. 
It hopefully leaves you filled with hope 
for the future. Those ideas can fade with 
time. Jobs, careers and babies all come 
with some doubt and anxiety. That goes 
away, too, leading to success, families and 
countless memories that fill a lifetime, no 
matter where life takes you.

Commit to exploring options.
Try not to focus on the rest of your life 

right away. You might kiss a lot of frogs 
to find the right person for you. You 
might change your major from biology 
to English thanks to a professor who sees 
your natural abilities and potential. Your 
career might change in your 30s due to a 
promotion, shift careers or a life change 
situation. 

Embrace it. 
Stop looking for THE one or THE job 

and focus on being yourself.
Be open (because our thoughts are 

not the only ones on this planet). Learn 
(which by the way, never stops). Love (be-
cause there is always more room for more 
love and more friends)

Pause and reflect that you made it. You 
are a high or college school graduate. 

Be proud. Then get to work on your 
future.

Congratulations Class of 2021. Cheers 
to you!

By Dick Wolfsie

I recently divulged that we had a mouse 
problem at the Wolfsies’. The little vermin 
were somehow getting into the house. 
Not wanting to hurt the invaders, Mary El-
len opted to purchase several no-kill traps. 
We caught a couple and released them. 
Here is how I envision a conversation in 
the woods behind 
our house…

MOUSE 1: Hey, 
Myron, have you 
been in the Wolfsie 
home recently?

MOUSE 2: I have 
not. Is it worth the 
trip?

MOUSE 1: It’s 
awesome. First, 
you go into the pantry and then you walk 
into a container and this little door closes 
right behind you. Inside, there is a delicious 
mountain of peanut butter. After you feast 
on it, you hear the Wolfsies walking into 
the kitchen before they open the pantry 
door. Then they pick up the container and 
give you a free ride back to the woods.

MOUSE 2: Cool! So, you’ve been going 
back for more peanut butter every day? 
How dumb can they be?

The Wolfsies have a new deer predica-
ment. We love to see them in our back-
yard, but they were eating our hydran-
geas. First, we tried a product called Deer 
Out, which was well named because after 
trying it for a month, we threw it OUT. 
Mary Ellen read that deer like lettuce, so 
she thought we could convince them to 
dine on something other than our plants. I 
nailed some lettuce leaves to a tree. Mary 
Ellen laughed out loud watching me do 
this. Then she told me she read that deer 
really like lime Jell-O, too. Very funny. 

Mary Ellen noticed that rabbits were 
chewing on her new plants in the rock 
garden. She loved watching the little 
bunnies, but they were destructive. If she 
wanted me to help her deal with this, I 

told her she had to dress like Elmer Fudd 
and say, “Wichard, you have to do some-
thing about those wascally wabbits!”

Mary Ellen found ideas online for how 
to discourage rabbits from nibbling on 
vegetable plants. The three items sug-
gested were vinegar, eggs and garlic. We 
carefully placed that on all the leaves and 
in the soil. This kept the rabbits away, but 

we caught our veg-
etarian neighbors 
snacking on our 
garden. They said 
our homemade 
salad dressing was 
superb.

We also had 
a squirrel issue. 
The rodents were 

eating from our bird feeder. Mary Ellen’s 
brother Tom bought us a high-tech feed-
ing apparatus that spins the squirrels 
around when the device registers excess 
weight. Now the squirrels are bringing 
their pups to the feeder for a free amuse-
ment park ride.

We have racoons in our yard every 
night around dusk, although lately they 
have been coming out much later in the 
evening. Since our county has lifted the 
mask mandate, the little bandits must be 
feeling a bit self-conscious.

We think we have a chipmunk in our air 
duct that runs right under the bed. This 
is keeping my wife up at night. Not the 
scratching noises, but I keep yelling “AL-
VIN!” when she is trying to get to sleep.

We are proud to report that no harm has 
come to any animals that have ventured 
onto our property. I am concerned however, 
for the neighborhood kids who are climbing 
up the trees to snack on the Jell-O.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“Live in the 
sunshine. Swim in 
the sea. Drink in 

the wild air.” 
Ralph Waldo Emerson

QUOTE

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you …

In Oklahoma state law says “every person 
guilty of secretly loitering about any building, 
with intent to overhear discourse therein, and 
to repeat or publish the same to vex, annoy, 
or injure others, is guilty of a misdemeanor.”

STRANGE LAW

VIEWS
THUMBS UP

THUMBS DOWN

The world of wrestling found 
Oinking Acres Farm & Rescue 

Sanctuary in Brownsburg for donations 
when WWE wrestler Alexis Kaufman, 
who goes by Alexa Bliss in the ring, lost 
her beloved pet pig Larry Steve when 
she couldn’t find care fast enough in an 
emergency. The live celebration of Larry 
Steve’s life raised over $16,000 for OA in 
his memory. The funds will purchase two 
insulated pig houses for colder temps 
and have a plaque in Larry Steve’s 
memory as well as pay for vet appoint-
ments and two spay/neuter surgeries. 

Destination Danville Festival is 
June 12 on the Square. Find 

handmade and vintage treasures.

Red Curb Comedy Club in Avon 
opened for the first time in 15 

months.

Brownsburg High School 
teachers Ryan Keller and Megan 

Myers received the Brownsburg 
Education Foundation Innovative grant 
of the year called Sew It Begins - The Art 
of Costume Construction. 

After a damaged crop last year, 
U-Pick berries are available at 

Beasley’s Orchard.

Downtown Danville’s newest 
boutique the She Shed is located 

at 115 S. Washington St.

We think we have a chipmunk in 
our air duct that runs right under 

the bed. This is keeping my wife up 
at night. Not the scratching noises, 

but I keep yelling, “ALVIN!”
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Letters to the editor policy: The ICON will consider verifiable letters of up to 150 
words. Letters must be thoroughly vetted prior to submission. The ICON retains the 
right to reject and return any letter it deems to carry unsubstantiated content. The 
ICON also retains the right to edit letters but not their intent. Send letters to connie@
icontimes.com. Writers must include a hometown and a daytime phone number for 
verification. Guest columns: policy for guest columns is the same as the aforemen-
tioned, but the allowable length is 240 words. Guest columns should address the 
whole of ICON’s readership, not simply special interest groups, and may not in any way 
contain a commercial message. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2021

(317) 745-1496

REGISTER TODAY 
Shelteringwings.org/Walk

Presented by:

We Can Prevent Domestic Violence. 
Take the First Step:

We are Hendricks County’s only domestic  
violence shelter with over 50 residents who  

need your help right now. 

Join us (virtually or in person) at our  
most fun fundraiser and meet  

like-minded people who care about  
preventing domestic violence.

VIEWS

To the editor
When The Gathering Together decided to 

paint its iconic 1850s brick building yellow, 
there was some grumbling. Folks around 
Hendricks County had come to connect 
with the big red house on North Center 
Street and were not very excited about the 
change. It was a bold move and this non-
profit that serves individuals in their final 
moments wanted the best paint contractor 
it could find.

“We chose Elite Pro Painting because they 

are known for their professionalism and be-
cause of their generosity to the Hendricks 
County community,” said Rita Fiorentino, 
executive director and founder. “They did 
a beautiful job and we have heard nothing 
but compliments over our color choice. So, 
when the Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 
held their Cabin Fever online auction, I was 
delighted to see the $300 window clean-
ing. The windows are amazing! I doubt they 
have ever looked so sparkling clean!”

Marcia Gentleman, Plainfield

Upgrades make Plainfield  
nonprofit exterior sparkle

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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EVENTScalendarWhy temperature 
matters when 
serving wine

WINE By Luke Stephenson

Talk to any wine pro for 
more than 10 minutes about wine, and one of 
the first things they’ll mention the average con-
sumer does wrong is serve wine at the wrong 
temperature. That means millions of consumers 
across the world aren’t drinking their wine at 
the peak of its excellence. Few things are more 
sad to me! 

So, what is the right temperature to drink 
wine, and does it actually make a difference? 

Let’s start with whites. 
Most people serve white wines as cold as 

possible, typically at refrigerator temperatures, 
about 40 degrees or lower. This is fine if you 
have a sparkling wine or pinot grigio you’re en-
joying on a hot day. 

But for most whites, bring them up to about 
50 degrees to enjoy more thoroughly. Do this 
by leaving them out of the fridge for about 20-
30 minutes before enjoying. When they are too 
cold, the temperature can mute the wine fla-
vors and can make it harder to appreciate what 
you’re drinking. 

If I am out and can’t control the temperature 
myself, I use my hands to warm up the bowl of 
the glass and bring up the temperature. 

On the other hand, reds have the exact op-
posite problem. They are usually served too 
warm. Reds are intended to be drunk at “cellar 
temperature,” closer to a 60 degree mark. There 
are some reds, like Beajolais and other light 
bodied reds, I really love closer to the same 
temperature as my chardonnay. 

I suggest popping your reds into the fridge for 
around 20 minutes to give them a slight chill. 

Now, for one of my most controversial sug-
gestions: if you are out and the red is too warm 
for you, pop an ice cube in there. I promise it 
isn’t the end of the world. That’s what I would 
do! The cooler temperature on reds will provide 
a smoother and easier drinking experience.

Temperature is probably the thing we can 
control most with our wine. So, let’s all take 
control and be sure we are serving our wine at 
the peak of perfection! 

Luke Stephenson, a Danville native, is a Certified 
Specialist of Wine and has a Wine & Spirit 
Education Trust (WSET) level 3. Luke has traveled 
extensively and lived in Marlborough, New 
Zealand, for a year working in a winery and 
tasting room. Currently Stephenson is the director 
of fine wine for Crown Liquors.

June
11 Friday
Evenings in Ellis Concert Series 2021: The Warrior Kings
7 p.m., Danville Amphitheater, 600 E. Main St., Danville. Led 
Zeppelin tribute band. Free. danvilleindiana.org/parks.

12 Saturday
Destination Danville Festival
11 a.m.-5 p.m. on the Square, Danville. Juried outdoor festival 
includes handmade and vintage vendors, local breweries and 
distilleries, food vendors and live music from 12-4 p.m. facebook.
com/DDFestival 

12 Saturday
Plainfield Public Safety Day
11 a.m.-2 p.m., Al and Jan Barker Sports Complex, Vestal Road 
and W. Main Street. Police, fire, Plainfield Parks, Hendricks 
County Communication Center and other guests like Hendricks 
County Sheriff’s Department, Indiana State Police and Indiana 
National Guard. Food trucks, rock climbing wall, a bike rodeo, K9 
demonstrations and other family events. townofplainfield.com 

12 Saturday
17th Annual Eli Welch Memorial Golf Outing
1 p.m., Deer Creek Golf Course, Ind. 39, Clayton. Four-person 
scramble costs $75 per person or $300 per team. Funds raised 
meet the needs of local children and their families. EliWelchGolf@
yahoo.com

12 Saturday
29th Annual B&O Bicycle Tour 
7:30 a.m.-3 p.m., Williams Park, 940 S. Locust Lane, Brownsburg. 
Four routes (12, 25, 45 and 63 miles) will use portions of 
the B&O Trail in Hendricks County. Sponsored by Hendricks 
Regional Health, features SAG support, rest stops with snacks 
and restrooms and a grab-and-go Pit Stop BBQ lunch. Helmets 
required. tinyurl.com/bobiketour2021

12 Saturday
American Girl Doll Show
11 a.m.-3 p.m., Hendricks County Historical Museum, 170 S. 
Washington St., Danville. Bring a doll and learn more about 
popular American Girl dolls. Paper dolls will be shared 
and refreshments available. (317) 718-6158, hcmuseum@
co.hendricks.in.us

12-13 Saturday-Sunday
2021 SLAMOLOGY Automotive & Music Festival
8 a.m.-7 p.m. June 12, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. June 13, Lucas Oil Raceway, 
10267 E. U.S. 136, Indianapolis. SLAMOLOGY offers exciting 
automotive contests throughout the weekend, live music, a 
massive vendor midway, and more. The event weekend attracts 
fans from across the globe and in recent years has attracted more 
than 2,000 custom vehicles. slamology.com

15, Tuesday
Dinner and a Movie: “Princess Bride”  with Roasted Chicken & 
Buttercup Squash
1-2 p.m. Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 1120 Stafford 
Road. Stay-at-home date night idea, and cook along with the 
library on its YouTube channel. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

16-22
Summer Fun Run Series
At a time participants choose. Washington Township Park, 115 
S. County Road 575, Avon. Hosted by Hendricks County Parks & 
Recreation, now in its 13th year, encourages residents to find a 
new trail or head back to a favorite while supporting local parks. 
Funds provide grants to local park departments for programs, 
park amenities, special events and more. Virtual runs at different 
trails throughout the summer. Individual, $35; family of four, 
$100. pfohc.org

17 Thursday
Movies in Town Square: “The Croods: A New Age”
7:30-10:30 p.m., The Shops at Perry Crossing, 2499 Perry Crossing 
Way, Plainfield. Free outdoor movie night. Bring a blanket or lawn 
chair to Town Square lawn. facebook.com/ShopPerryCrossing

17 Thursday
Thursday Night Thunder Homecoming
7 p.m., Lucas Oil Raceway at Indianapolis, 10267 E. U.S. 136, 
Indianapolis. Focus on celebrating the personalities and 
broadcasts that made the track a staple. Includes a Pavement 
Midget and Pavement Sprints. Cost: $20. lucasoilraceway.com/
test/thursday-night-thunder-homecoming

18 - 20
Indy Tattoo Expo
12 p.m.-12 a.m. Friday, 11 a.m.-12 a.m. Saturday, 11 a.m.-
8 p.m. Sunday, Embassy Suites by Hilton, 6089 Clarks Creek 
Road, Plainfield. Chris Taylor is a tattoo artist, enthusiast and 
avid collector of tattoo history. He is bringing elite artists in 
from around the world for a weekend of live tattoo action. 
Indytattooexpo.com

20 Sunday
Summer Soulstice
2-6 p.m., Ellis Park, Danville. This is a collaboration of six local 
yoga studios. Listen to music, enjoy food and browse through 
local artisans, crafts, jewelry makers and artists while saluting the 
beginning of summer. Free yoga classes every 30 minutes from  
2:15-4:45 p.m. A 60-minute yoga class starts at 5 p.m. eventbrite.
com/e/154840242333, Summer Soulstice/2021 on Facebook

21 Monday
Ice Cream Craft
11-11:15 a.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 1120 
Stafford Road. Cool down with an ice-cream themed puffy 
paint craft and book talk in this online children’s program. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

22 Tuesday
Animal Vinyl Decals
3:15-4:15 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 1120 
Stafford Road. Teens learn how to make animal-shaped vinyl 
decals in this online program. plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info
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Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Entrees: LOBSTER, RIBEYE, PENNE, PIZZA, SALMON, STEAKBURG-
ER; Golfers: FINAU, JOHNSON, KOEPKA, RAHM, THOMAS; Films: BATMAN, EASY RIDER, REDS, THE SHIN-
ING; Destinations: BRANSON, CHICAGO, MACKINAC ISLAND; Creatures: ALLIGATORS, CROCODILES; Bugs: 
CICADAS

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 22

8 3 1 7 2 9 6 5 4
5 4 9 6 8 1 3 2 7
2 6 7 3 5 4 1 9 8
4 1 8 5 7 3 9 6 2
9 5 6 8 4 2 7 3 1
7 2 3 1 9 6 8 4 5
3 8 5 4 6 7 2 1 9
1 7 2 9 3 5 4 8 6
6 9 4 2 1 8 5 7 3

O T C S H O O T E R C B S
N R A T O P G E A R A A A
E O N A G E L E S S R B I
K N E L L R E N T O P E L

W I L M A E A S E L S
O D E S S A P A R C H
G A L A R E E L M A H E R
E D T A C T R U D E E M O
E A S Y A T I M E I R I S

U H A U L W A D E R S
B Y P A S S B Y T E S
E A R N L I A R O S C A R
A C E P O N T O O N O R O
N H L A P T R O L E R A M
S T L S E S A M E S T B A

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2021 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time 
of order.  Expires 12-31-21.

By Dr. Aaron Bernie

According to the 
American Cancer Society, prostate cancer is 
the second most common cancer occurring 
among men, and about one in eight men 
will be diagnosed with prostate cancer over 
the course of his 
lifetime. 

SYMPTOMS 
Men with prostate 

cancer may not de-
velop any symp-
toms, especially in 
the early stages. 
However, more 
advanced prostate 
cancer symptoms 
can include difficulty 
urinating, frequent urination, blood in your 
urine and/or semen, painful urination, weak 
flow of urine and erectile dysfunction.  

RISK FACTORS
There is no known single cause of pros-

tate cancer. Like other types of cancer, there 
are certain factors such as age, ethnicity and 
family history that can increase your risk of 
developing prostate cancer.

After age 50, your chances of being di-
agnosed with prostate cancer increase. Al-
though it’s rare for men age 40 and younger 
to develop prostate cancer, it can happen. 
African American men tend to develop 
prostate cancer more often and can develop 
it at an earlier age. According to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, having a father or broth-
er with prostate cancer more than doubles 
a man’s risk of developing the disease. Your 

risk also increases when other relatives such 
as cousins or uncles are diagnosed with 
prostate cancer. 

Just because you have one or more risk 
factors doesn’t mean that you will develop 

prostate cancer. 
While it is generally 
recommended that 
men get screened 
for prostate cancer 
around the age 
of 55, some may 
benefit from being 
screened earlier. 
The American Uro-
logical Associa-
tion recommends 

shared decision making when deciding 
whether to be screened starting at age 55. 
Talk to your doctor about the best time for 
you to be screened.

HOW TO LOWER YOUR RISK
While prostate cancer cannot be 100% 

prevented, there are things you can do to 
lower your risk. Maintaining healthy body 
weight, eating a balanced diet, regular 
exercise and quitting smoking could help 
reduce risk.

What men should know  
about prostate cancer

NUTRITION

Dr. Aaron Bernie is a urologist at IU Health 
West Hospital. To learn more or to schedule 
an appointment call (317) 217-2700. 

There is no known single cause of 
prostate cancer. Like other types 

of cancer, there are certain factors 
such as age, ethnicity and family 

history that can increase your risk of 
developing prostate cancer.
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Plant hydrangeas for reliable blooms
GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

LIFESTYLE

BRICK RANCH HOME • 2000 SQ FT • 3 BEDROOMS • 2 FULL BATHS  
FRONT PORCH • REAR PATIO • 3 CAR DETACHED GARAGE  

HORSE BARN • FARM BARN • TRAMP SHED • 5 STORAGE SHEDS 
12.18 ACRES • WOODS • PASTURE • MILL CREEK COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

THURSDAY - JUNE 17TH - 6:30 P.M.

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810  •  AH20100007

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
6830 S County Road 350 W, Clayton

Home • Outbuildings • 12.18 Acres

OWNER: Estate of James Prentiss Daniels, Sr. 
TRUSTEE & PERSONAL REP: North Salem State Bank, Tina Lear

For more information visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

OPEN HOUSE:

Monday, June 14 th 
5 TO 7 P.M.

SERVICES
• Tree removal • Tree removal 
• Tree trimming• Tree trimming
• Stump grinding • Stump grinding 
• Lot clearing• Lot clearing
• Deadwooding• Deadwooding
• Topping• Topping

CALL TODAY!  (317) 524-9100

FULLY INSURED

Nick’s Tree Nick’s Tree 
ServiceService

• Bucket truck• Bucket truck
• Chippers • Chippers 
• Climbers • Climbers 
• Specialty lifts• Specialty lifts

EQUIPMENT 

‘Invincibelle Spirit II’ hydrangea‘Invincibelle Spirit II’ hydrangea

‘Invincibelle Wee White’ hydrangea‘Invincibelle Wee White’ hydrangea

‘Incrediball Blush’ hydrangea ‘Incrediball Blush’ hydrangea 

‘Incrediball’ hydrangea‘Incrediball’ hydrangea ‘Invincibelle Ruby’ hydrangea ‘Invincibelle Ruby’ hydrangea 

By John Chapin

The hugely popular 
‘Annabelle’ hydrangea is blooming now 
with it’s large white “snowball” blooms. It’s 
been around for more than 60 years and 
is a natural sport of our native smooth leaf 
hydrangea (Hydrangea arborescens), found 
in wooded areas statewide. Growing well in 
full sun to full shade, the only poor charac-
teristic is that the heavy blooms bend to the 
ground after a rainfall. 

Proven Winners breeders have developed 
more varieties that not only solve this prob-
lem but reward gardeners with plants that 
don’t flop, bloom in lovely shades of pink, 
with some that repeat bloom through the 
summer. If you haven’t tried these won-
derful, hardy and dependable plants, you 
should.  These are my favorites and are read-
ily available in garden centers and big box 
stores. 

‘Incrediball’ is ‘Annabelle’ on steroids, with 
blooms up to four times the size of the origi-
nal, and substantially sturdier stems. White 
blooms with light fragrance grow 4-5 feet.

‘Incrediball Blush,’ like ‘Incrediball’ but 
adds a new color to the series. The big, bo-
dacious blooms are a blush pink, changing 
to an attractive green color as they age and 
grow 4-5 feet.

‘Invincibelle Ruby,’ my personal favorite, 
has slightly smaller blooms, but the near-
red buds open to a two-toned combination 
of bright ruby red and silvery pink. Deep 
green foliage and strong stems, along with 
strong reblooming, make this a real garden 
standout that grows 3-4 feet.

‘Invincibelle Spirit II’ boasts strong stems, 
dark green foliage and large, deep pink 
flowers that age to green and grow 3-4 feet. 
Plus, $1 for every plant sold is donated to 
the Breast Cancer Research Foundation, 
which has received over $1 million to date 
from the plant sales.  

‘Invincibelle Wee White’ is the smallest 
H. arborescens yet. Abundant flower heads 
flush soft pink, age to white, then finish 
green. Strong stems prevent flopping, and 

plants grow 1-2.5 feet.
This species of hydrangeas is practically 

foolproof. They are not picky about soil, 
although they do best planted with lots of 
organic matter incorporated in the soil. They 
bloom on new growth every year, so plants 
can be pruned hard, even to ground level 
worry, to maintain a desired size. They are a 
welcome addition to any garden. 

Happy Gardening!
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NOW HIRING - Warehouse Associates
Lebanon, IN

Starting pay is $17.75 with a $1/hr shift 
differential for 2nd and 3rd shifts

**RETENTION BONUS $500**
**REFERRAL BONUS $500**

CNH Industrial is seeking motivated individuals for 
our Warehouse Packaging positions to our team in 

Lebanon, Indiana

***Receive a $500 Retention Bonus after 
completing 90 days of employment***

***Receive a $500 Referral Bonus 
for referring a friend***

Hiring for 1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift Warehouse positions

Essential duties include picking/packing stock 
and driving mobile equipment

Follow the link to learn more 
and apply today!

https://jobs-cnhind.icims.com/
https://bit.ly/3dRKfZf

HOURS Mon-Sat 11-6; Sun 12-4       6259 E. Co. Rd. 91 N. • Avon, Indiana 

$20 Gift Card redeemable with 
purchase of $100 or more, or 
enjoy $10 off $50 purchase.
Cannot be combined with other
offers or used towards mulch, 
compost or delivery fees.

Expires 6/26/21  HCI

PLANTS Unusual Annuals, Perennials & Shrubs

GOODS Gifts, Benches & Fairy Gardens

IDEAS 5 Acre Display Gardens

HELP Landscape Design, Installation & Care

BIRDSEED Quality Mixes from the Amish

EVENTS Garden Weddings & Receptions

For Unique Plants,
Outstanding 
Garden Accessories,
and the Best Advice…

Heart of discernment: using two ears to hear
DEVOTIONAL

By Michelle Knight

Life presents a variety 
of decisions to make, paths to choose and 
reactions to discern. New job? Child care? 
Training or education opportunity? Volun-
teer or not?  

Sometimes we get 
stuck in inaction or feel 
lost because we are un-
sure of the path forward. 
We may sound like the 
Psalmist, “O Lord, listen to 
my cry; give me the dis-
cerning mind you prom-
ised. “(119:169 NLT). May-
be your version is, “Lord, 
help! Help now and give me the answer!”

Sometimes the choice might be obvious. 
More often there is more to it. I appreciate 
Bible stories about people who did not have 
ready answers because they were regular 
folks confronted with complicated or dif-
ficult situations. Clearly, I am not the only 
clueless one who ever lived.  

When faced with a decision, I value the 
advice from Proverbs, “The heart of the dis-
cerning acquires knowledge, for the ears of 
the wise seek it out.” (18:15 NIV). 

Did you notice how to get more knowl-
edge and wisdom? Use our ears. Listen. Pay 

attention. God gave us two ears but only 
one mouth. Maybe we need to listen to gain 
wisdom twice as much as we talk.  

As we gather knowledge, we pay atten-
tion to more than just 
words shared. Tone, inflec-
tion and body language 
reveal a lot about what is 
communicated. 

How have you paid at-
tention to what is not said 
about your options? Or 
how have you felt about 
the various choices in 
front of you?

When we discern, we ask questions such 
as, What other information do I need to 
decide? What significance is the timing to 
follow through on a choice? What inner or 
outer obstacles block the path forward? 
What steps can be done to remove any ob-
stacles? Are those steps my responsibility or 
someone else’s?

As we listen to gain wisdom, listening 
implies there is someone who is worth a say 
about your life. It’s someone who has the 
very best in mind for you, who loves you 
unconditionally and who holds all your days 
and ways with compassion, tenderness, 

forgiveness and amazing grace.  Jesus is 
someone who delights to be heard by all his 
children.

Lord, help me listen to gain wisdom. Amen.  

The Rev. Michelle L. Knight is the assistant 
district superintendent of Central District 
of the Indiana Conference, the United 
Methodist Church, which supports United 
Methodist congregations in six Central 
Indiana counties, including Hendricks.  

 I appreciate Bible stories 
about people who did not 

have ready answers because 
they were regular folks 

confronted with complicated 
or difficult situations.

Cindy Percival, Hair Stylist  
41 years experience

17 North Grant Street 
Brownsburg, 46112 
317-502-5953

M E N   •   W O M E N   •   C H I L D R E N

Specializing in Elder Hair Care 
                  ROLLER SETS & PERMS

Mention ad & get 20% OFF for 1st time clients

Design 17Design 17
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL  
JOURNALISM
BECOME AN ICONIC INVESTOR  

Rick Myers | Owner & Publisher | 317-451-4088

“Reading the Hendricks County ICON is a highlight for me! The publication about people and organizations in our 
community is always full of positive stories, helpful information and well-written articles that give me the opportunity to learn 
more about Brownsburg and Hendricks County. Instead of just reporting news, I love how the ICON focuses on people, their 

passions and all of the reasons that our community is a great place to live. Making a gift to the Support Local Journalism 
campaign will support the Hendricks County ICON as it continues to share these messages of positivity and kindness.”

-  Rene Behrend, Executive Director, Brownsburg Education Foundation

Because of the slow death of metro daily newspapers, some, including those who purchase advertising, have been 
conditioned to believe that print is dead. That couldn’t be further from the truth (94 percent ICON readership in each of 
38,000-plus Hendricks County households – SMARI, Inc.). The real truth is, community newspapers have become collateral 
damage – branded unfairly – because of the headlines that failing metro daily newspaper have created for themselves.   

In 2008, the Hendricks County ICON was launched with one mission in mind: create a brand of locally owned, free and 
independent journalism that is second to none. We believe in the 12 years since that first monthly issue was mailed, we’ve 
accomplished that and some – but there is more work to do, more Hendricks County stories to tell. 

Our best days are ahead, but we need your help. You are invited to become an ICONic Investor. Your one-time annual $25 
investment will help us continue to provide you all of the wonderful stories and photos that make Hendricks County the 
great place it is to live and work. We are proud of and grateful for being the purveyor of local news and information that, 
in many cases, cannot otherwise be consumed – we are writing, each week, the pages of Hendricks County history. Please 
go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online or send it to 5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123. Thank 
you for your support of Hendricks County journalism!



June 11, 2021
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
31

AVON BUSINESS LEADER
Downard’s been key business leader for over 30 years; 21 years as executive director of Avon Chamber of Commerce
Compiled by Catherine Myers

Tom Downard has lived in Avon for more than three de-
cades, starting his career in commercial real estate. 

“Over the years, my business partner and I developed a 
gas convenience store (BP Amoco) and several retail shop-
ping centers in Avon and Central Indiana,” Downard said.

At the same time he started raising his family includ-
ing kids, Alex, now 24 and Abby, 21. Meanwhile he was 
named the first Avon Chamber of Commerce first full 
time executive director in January 2000, a position he still 
holds today. He also coached the Cardinal Ritter girls bas-
ketball team in Indianapolis. 

This year he is also marking another milestone, retiring 
from coaching. 

“Avon has been a true passion, and way of life for me 
over these 30 plus great years. The last few years, I have 
excitedly brought the Hendricks County Rib Fest and 
Balloon Glow to our community. This is one of the 
must do events of the year.”

This year’s Rib Fest and Balloon Glow moves 
from the Kingsway Christian Church campus in 
Avon to the nearby Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds in Danville. The event is 4-10 p.m. June 
26. Visit avonchamber.org/hendricks-county-
rib-fest.html for more information.

For his work in Avon and the surrounding 
area, Downard is the Hendricks County ICON of 
the Month. 

What do you consider your greatest virtue? Understanding the environment I am in and acting accordingly

What do you most deplore in others? Laziness, not putting forth your best effort

What do you like most about living in Hendricks County? The people and its small community feel

If you had to live elsewhere than in Hendricks County, where would it be? Costa Rica

If you could begin life over, what would you change? I feel very blessed with the path my life has taken, 
so I don’t think I would change anything.

If money were no issue, how would you spend it? Well and often. I would make sure my family and friends 
wanted for nothing.

What makes you happiest? Seeing my kids happy and successful

What is your favorite vacation spot? A beach in Florida, Gulf side.

What do you do with idle time? Spend time with family and friends

What is it that makes you angry? Social media

What do you do to escape from reality? Coach

What or who is the greatest love of your life? My son and my daughter

Which living person in Hendricks County do you most admire? Former Avon superintendent Maggie Hoerne-
mann for leading the school corporation and being a tremendous community collaborator

What is the quality you most like in a man? Strong, loyal and personable

What is the quality you most like in a woman? Strong, loyal and personable

What is your greatest extravagance? Golf, cigars and bourbon

What are your fears, phobias? I have a fear of heights.

What has been the happiest time of your life? Birth of my children

Which talent would you most like to possess? Musical talent

What do you most value in your friends? Loyalty — I am blessed with some good ones.

Which historical figure do you most identify with? Abe Lincoln — he is a good Republican, was faced with 
tough decisions and did what was right.

What is your greatest regret? After many years in real estate development, I regret pulling back the reins on the 
growth pattern at the time.

What tenet do you live by? Work hard, play hard.
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Spring Sale! Additional 20% off sale prices! 
(Excluding Manager’s Specials)

Get your outdoor area ready for Outdoor Entertainment!
Buy it TODAY ... have it TOMORROW!

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE

70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509
www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available


