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INDOT enters agreement to relinquish Ind. 267
The Indiana Department of Transporta-

tion (INDOT) entered into an agreement 
with the Town of Plainfield and Hendricks 
County to relinquish a portion of Indiana 
267, known locally as Quaker Boulevard.

Avon Avenue north of U.S. 40 was also in-
cluded as part of the agreement.

The effective transfer date was April 1. 
Plainfield will now oversee the snowplow-
ing, pavement repairs, mowing, debris re-
moval and traffic signal timing.

In return the town will receive about 
$20.5 million for local project improve-
ments. 

Read more at myhcicon.com/indot-to-
relinquish-ind-267

Avon Town Council annexes,  
rezones land for fire station 

The Avon Town Council met April 8 and 
approved land annexation and rezoning for 
a new fire station. The land that sits in Wash-
ington Township south of County Road 200 
North. Located at 1481 N. County Road 900 
E, it was also rezoned from agricultural to 
institutional.

The Hendricks County Commissioners 
have consented to this annexation, and the 
plan commission gave it a favorable recom-
mendation. It is contiguous to Avon and a 
fire station will be constructed on this prop-
erty. A traffic signal that will automatically 
activate when this new fire station has a run 
will be installed along County Road 900 E.

Read more at myhcicon.com/avon-town-
council-annexes-rezones-land-for-fire-station

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 
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Over 36 Years Experience.

Miller & Scott 
P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T

Lawn Care  •  Landscaping 
Snow Removal 

Small excavating 
Driveway Installation 

Lot Clearing  •  Dig Ponds

CALL 317-513-9670

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981
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Pradeep Murthaiah, MD
Brownsburg Family Medical Center

“Safety is most 
important — for our
entire community.”  

Dr. Mark Booher, Sports Medicine Physician 
Hendricks Orthopedics & Sports Medicine

Our number-one priority at Hendricks Regional Health has always 
been safety. Whether you’re coming in for surgery, a screening or a 
wellness visit, we are relentlessly dedicated to delivering the safest, 
highest-quality care possible.  

We are your indispensable healthcare partner. 
Find care at ThisIsHendricks.org.

COMMUNITY

A flurry of economic activity pleases Brownsburg Town Council
Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Brownsburg Town Council met April 
8 for a regular meeting. Four out of five 
council members were present. Brian Jessen 
was absent. The council meets at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth Thursdays each month 
at Brownsburg Town Hall, 61 N. Green St. 
Meetings are streamed live and archived at 
brownsburg.org. The next meeting is April 22.

WHAT HAPPENED: After a public 
hearing, the council approved a 
resolution to approve a 10-year tax 
abatement for a 500,000-square foot 
facility to be built along U.S. 136 and 
Ronald Reagan Parkway.

WHAT IT MEANS: This is a spec project 
introduced by Scannell Properties, who have 
not named a tenant for the building. It is a 
$25 million investment with the potential to 
create 275 jobs at an average rate of $19.19 
per hour. The company is requesting a 10 
year tax abatement for real property.

The property sits where the connector 
road from U.S. 136 meets Ronald Reagan 
Parkway.

Over the abatement, the town will 
increase taxes from the property to a total 
of $4 million. Currently the land is bringing 
$47,000 a year in property taxes.

WHAT HAPPENED: Because council member Jessen was 
absent, the council split evenly on three issues dealing with the 
Musselman Farm Planned Development with M/I Homes. Council 
members Ben Lacey and Jeff Gracey voted against annexation 
and rezoning the land just south of the B&O Trail. President 
Travis Tschaenn and council member Matt Simpson voted for 
the two measures. This required a vote by Clerk-Treasurer Ann 
Hathaway on the three issues on second reading. She voted yes 
to each proposal, including the fiscal plan for the annexation.

WHAT IT MEANS: Several members of Bersot Crossing neighborhood 
have spoken out about this project that would build 140 units 
consisting of townhomes and single-family homes on 57 acres. 
Council members made comments at previous meetings about the 
development that developers took under advisement and made 
changes. These include increasing single family lots wider to allow 15 
feet between homes, increased buffer between the neighborhoods and 
added an 80 foot buffer to the east perimeter of the property between 
the townhomes and the Bersot Crossing neighborhood. Two residents 
from the neighboring community spoke out against the project that 
would also swap land with the town for a proposed park along Green 
Street, which is slated to add parking to the B&O trailhead. The advisory 
plan commission voted against recommending the change.

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved a five-year tax 
abatement for a project at 451 Johnson Lane off of 
Mardale Drive. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a motion 
authorizing Economic Development Director Debbie 
Cook to negotiate a term sheet for a bond project to 
improve infrastructure at East Northfield Drive.

WHAT IT MEANS: The project includes two 11,800-square-foot 
buildings. One will be used to expand CSI Shocks, Competition 
Development. The second building would be leased. Total 
investment would be $1.4 million and add at least 14 jobs over 
the next five years.

WHAT IT MEANS: Cook has been authorized to negotiate a 
term sheet with developers who are bringing an Aldi’s Grocery 
Store and other retail to a spot on East Northfield Drive next to 
Belle Tire.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a resolution for a six-
year tax abatement for a $1.5 million project attached to 100 
jobs for an office and warehouse space at 760 Patrick Place.

WHAT IT MEANS: An Arizona electrical contractor is looking to expand 
into Indiana. The jobs are expected to pay $20 an hour by 2024.
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WHY WE CLEARWHY WE CLEAR
rights-of-way

MAINTAINING RIGHTS-OF-WAY  
IS A DELICATE BALANCING ACT

To provide safe, reliable electrical service from 
overhead power lines, electric co-ops start 
on the ground: in the right-of-way under and 
around power lines.

A right-of-way is an agreement with property owners 
that grants the electric cooperative the right to manage 
small portions of that property for the purpose of 
maintaining power lines that bring the electricity. 

Generally, the most common cause for power outages 
and for blinking lights is trees that make contact with 
power lines. Limbs that touch power lines can become 
energized or even break and fall, bringing the lines 
down with them. 

Right-of-way programs trim, control and, if necessary, 
remove trees and other vegetation around 10 to 15 
feet on either side of the center line of electric lines.

Carlotta Berry, Avon, will receive the TechPoint Foundation for 
Youth Bridge Builder Award. (Photo provided by Rose-Hulman 
Institute of Technology)

Danville Town Council 
annexes property for 

controversial development
Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met April 7. The council meets at 7 p.m. the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at Danville Town Hall, 49 N. Wayne St. Meetings can be viewed 
on the town’s YouTube channel. The next scheduled meeting is April 21.

WHAT HAPPENED:  The council annexed 388 acres, known as the Miles property, 
located on the north side U.S. 36 and west of Danville. This action came after 
a series of strong public comments against the annexation during the public 
comments at the meeting. It passed 4-1 with council president Tom Pado 
dissenting. 

WHAT HAPPENED:  The council tabled the request to rezone the Miles property 
after it was annexed. In a 4-1 vote they voted to send the ordinance back to the 
plan commission. Chris Gearld dissented. The request is to change from a county 
single-family residential zone to a town planned unit development zone. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Police Chief Jim Hilton requested approval to purchase a 
second K9 for the department. The $11,815 cost will be paid for through donations. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Town manager Mark Morgan presented a replica trophy from 
the Indiana Lyons for their win in the ABA North Central Region Championship. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The request to annex the property resulted in a failed motion 
at the March 17 council meeting. Developer D.R. Horton wants to build a planned 
unit development, and a group of citizens adamantly against it are challenging the 
development. The strongest push back is based on the proposed housing density, traffic 
impact and additional children in the school system. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Developer D.R. Horton made verbal concessions to the council and plan 
commission regarding the proposed development. The council is sending this ordinance 
back to the plan commission to officially document these concessions. Once officially 
documented, the ordinance can come back for a council vote. The next plan commission 
meeting that will address this ordinance is May 10.  

WHAT IT MEANS: The new canine will be a dual-purpose narcotics detection, patrol and 
training dog. The price includes a four-week handling school, lodging for the handler, 
certification and course materials. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The Lyons are an ABA team based in Danville. The regional win advanced 
the Lyons to the league’s final eight tournament April 16-18 in St. Louis. 

NOW HIRING ALL SHIFTS
$12-$14

CALL:  317-594-6000
* Doris EXT 1154  |  * Mindy EXT 1119

WWW.EMSINC.COM TO APPLY

www.emsinc.com
A Commercial Cleaning Company

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville
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COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM

By Lindsay Doty 

Lining a long wall inside North Elemen-
tary in Danville, young art students have 
added their own brightly-colored display 
detailing the stages from egg to butterfly 
using construction paper and pom pom 
balls. The timely project comes as the school 
undergoes its own transformation. 

The building that houses 550 students 
from kindergarten to second grade, along 
with preschool, is under construction for a 
major upgrade. 

Built in 1963, North is the oldest building 
in the Danville Community School Corpora-
tion and was at the top of the renovation list 
for the district. 

After several years of planning, construc-
tion is fully underway. 

“Construction began on the building in 
1963, with the gymnasium added on in 
1997. Other than that, there haven’t been 
any major renovations at North, and most 
of the building is pushing 60 years old,” said 
district spokeswoman Ashton Brellenthin. 

This project will include replacing out-
dated windows, ceiling grids, carpets, wall 
coverings, lighting and mechanical systems. 
A multipurpose room is being added for 
childcare, group instruction, cafeteria over-
flow and staff training. 

The project also includes adding a new 
secure entrance.

“Security concerns have changed a lot 
since 1963, and student safety is always a 
priority for us,” Brellenthin said. “These up-
dates will ensure that we can continue to 
provide our students with a great home-
town education here in Danville.”

The $5.35 million overhaul that was de-
layed due to COVID-19 began in December 
and is expected to be completed in late 
2021. 

District leaders say because the district 

paid off several general obligation bonds in 
fall 2020, the North Elementary project will 
be funded without increasing the debt ser-
vice property tax rate above what taxpayers 
paid in 2020. 

Students and staff are doing their best 
to work around the construction. The front 
entrance is closed for the rest of the year for 
renovations. Staff and parents have quickly 
adjusted drop off and pick-up. 

“Now that we’ve all adjusted to our new 
routines, we are focusing on the positive 
side effect of getting more steps every day,” 
said Karen Perkins, principal at North El-
ementary.

She says even with the carpet missing in 
places and other changes, the students are 
enthusiastic about the future. 

“The other really big part of the project 
that we’ve been watching over the past sev-
eral weeks is our new playground. Staff and 
students alike are so excited to get to play 
out there very soon,” said Perkins. 

Construction gets underway 
at Danville North Elementary

This schematic image shows renovation plans at North Elementary located at 398 Urban St., Danville. The 
$5.35 million project will update the aging school building that was built in 1963. (Photos provided by DCSC)

During construction, art students at North 
Elementary decorated a blank wall with a colorful 
butterfly project to show a transformation process 
that reflects changes going on at the school. 
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Continued on PAGE 7

As the youngest behind the wheel in 
Brownsburg, at 22 Nick Whitlow’s childhood 

goal of driving a school bus came true 

GETTING TO KNOW  
NICK WHITLOW
Who inspires you? 

I am inspired by my grandpa who 
is 95. He has faced a great deal of 
adversity, especially early on in 
his life and has always come back 
stronger. He has made a great 
life for himself and his family. I 
am also truly inspired by stories 
of school bus drivers who have 
driven for over 35 years. 

What is your favorite local busi-
ness? 

My favorite local business would 
be the Dairy Bar in Lizton. Their 
milkshakes are my favorite!

Favorite show: 
New episodes are not on at the 
moment but one of my favorite 
shows to watch is “The Amazing 
Race.” 

What is your dream travel destina-
tion? 

I have always wanted to travel to 
Australia. 

What is on your bucket list? 
Something at the top of my 
bucket list would be to visit all 50 
states at some point in my life.

After starting as a bus aide, at 22, Nick Whitlow is living his childhood dream of driving a school bus. He’s also taking college courses. (Photo by Jessica Todd)

By Jessica Todd

Many children dream of becoming a firefighter, teacher 
or doctor when they grow up, but for 22-year-old Nick Whit-
low, none of these felt like the right fit. For as long as he can 
remember, he wanted to drive a school bus.

Whitlow, who grew up in Avon, has always had a passion 
for vehicles. He was in first grade when his fascination for 
school buses grew.

“Growing up, I was obsessed with motorcycles, trains, 
planes and buses,” said Whitlow. “I was captivated by school 
buses from a very young age. I don’t know how else to ex-
plain it other than I have always known I wanted to drive 
one.”

In Indiana, bus drivers must be 21 to apply for a CDL 
license. To become more familiar with the job, Whitlow 
accepted a position as a bus aide for Brownsburg School 

Corporation when he was 18. He helped ensure students 
entered and exited the bus safely, helped with fire drills and 
became familiar with the bus.

“When I was a bus aide, I always wanted to take over the 
route I helped,” he said. “When I learned I would take over 
the route when I got my license I was so excited. I like the 
route because it is full of country roads, and the students 
are awesome.”

He obtained his license to drive the school bus in March 
2020. Then the pandemic shut down schools just four days 
into his journey as a bus driver.

“I was crushed. The four days I had of driving the bus for 
the first time were nothing short of pure bliss,” he said. 

Masked up when schools resumed in July, Whitlow could 
not wait to sit in the driver’s seat. Since then, he has been 
driving the same route he had as a bus aide every after-
noon. He also fills in as a substitute in the mornings and oc-
casionally drives athletic teams to events.

“I only have time to drive for the high school in the af-
ternoon because my route takes almost double the time 
it takes others to drive theirs,” said Whitlow, noting it’s 40 
miles long. 

The pandemic changed many things about his routine 
when it comes to cleaning the bus and ensuring students 
are safe and healthy.

“The kids are great about keeping their masks on. They 
know it is expected of them and do a great job of following 
directions,” he said. “I also wipe down the seats and hand-
rails after students are off the bus and deep clean once I fin-
ish each route.” 

Compared to other college students, Whitlow believes his 
passion for driving school buses is unique.

“What many of them fail to realize is how perfect my 
schedule is,” said Whitlow who is taking classes at Ivy Tech 
Community College then plans to go to IUPUI to study sus-
tainable management and policy. “I have plenty of time to 
get things such as homework and classes done in between 
routes. It also makes it super easy to schedule college classes.”

Whitlow is the youngest school bus driver in his corpora-
tion, but this has been more beneficial to him than he could 
have imagined.
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A healthier you is good for them, too
Register for an in-person or online weight-loss seminar
Taking care of your health is important — for you, and everyone who relies on you. If you’ve ever 
thought about bariatric surgery for weight loss, attending a seminar can be an important first step. It’s 
also a great way to meet Ascension St. Vincent doctors and hear the success stories of others. And 
when you schedule your first consultation, Ascension St. Vincent doctors and care teams are ready to 
answer questions and create a care plan just for you. 

Know that we’re maintaining strict precautions to keep you safe in our care.

Join us for a weight-loss seminar | April 24, 10 a.m. (EDT) 
Joshua Max Simon Primary Care Center 
8414 Naab Road, Indianapolis, IN 46260 
Location: Classroom | 317-934-6317

To register, visit ascension.org/IndianaWeightLoss

© Ascension 2021. All rights reserved.

Weight-loss results may vary depending on the individual. There is no guarantee of specific results.

www.CumberlandTrace.us

Take our free healthcare assessment at cardon.us/Icon

ASSISTED LIVING • REHABILITATION 
LONG TERM CARE

that never goes  that never goes  
              out of style.               out of style. 

Senior Living
ASSISTED LIVING . REHABILITATION . LONG TERM CARE 

MEMORY SUPPORT“I googled the average age of a bus driver 
the other day and saw that it is 56. Most of 
my coworkers are within the age range, but 
that has benefited me in many ways. My 
coworkers guide me and share all of their 
valuable experiences with me,” said Whitlow.

“He was a great aide,” said Brownsburg 
bus driver Lissa Broyles who was a CDL 
trainer before driving a bus. “He always kept 
the children entertained while I drove the 
bus. Whitlow was a great person to train 
for his CDL. He was always ready to drive or 
help prepare the bus for the students.”

With every job comes good memories 
accompanied by hard times. Whitlow has 
learned to embrace both.

“I love my route, and each ride is different 
every day. I like having that time to spend 
with the kids,” Whitlow said. “As a bus driver, 
the students feel like they can confide in me 
with more than they could to a teacher or 
parent. I have the advantage of being able 
to relate to the high schoolers because I was 
one just four years ago. I like to listen and 
give them advice on everything.”

On every drive, Whitlow’s essentials in-
clude a mask, his license, water and his pa-
tience.

“The hardest part about the job is that 
the kids tend to test your patience some-
times,” he said. “I remind myself that I never 

know what goes on in their lives before or 
after they are on my bus. It could be an es-
cape for some students. I try to remember 
that when I get frustrated.” 

He also needs his patience when dealing 
with other drivers on the road.

“As a bus driver, all eyes are on you when 
you are on the road. I can’t honk if someone 
cuts me off or have a reaction to other driv-
ers not stopping for me,” he said.

Whitlow continues to dream and plans 
to graduate in May from Ivy Tech, perhaps 
driving a semi or delivery truck. 

“I see myself being a school bus driver 
forever, even if it is just as a substitute,” said 
Whitlow. “The reality is that I can’t live off 
that salary alone … I could see myself pos-
sibly becoming a truck driver or driving for 
UPS, then working as a bus driver on the 
days I have off.”

No matter where his life takes him, the 
lessons he has learned during his time as a 
school bus driver will stick with him forever.

“The most valuable lesson I have learned 
as a bus driver is that no matter where you 
are, what you do or who you meet, you have 
the opportunity to make a positive impact 
on somebody,” Whitlow said.

ON THE COVER: Nick Whitlow drives his dream 
route through the country with Brownsburg High 
School students. He also mentors them along the 
way. (Photo by Jessica Todd)
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something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  
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1 1 ofof 16 16
Brownsburg Community School Corpora-
tion has been named one of 16 districts to 
receive Best Communities for Music Educa-
tion designation from the National Associa-
tion of Music Merchants (NAMM) Founda-
tion. In its 22nd year, this designation is 
awarded to districts that demonstrate out-
standing achievement in efforts to provide 
music access and education to all students.

“Mayberry Man” filmmakers cancel red carpet premiere

BHS junior Meagan Kennedy  
wins state bowling championship

Brownsburg High School Lady Bulldogs bowler Meagan Kennedy stands with 
her state championship trophy at the Indiana High School Bowling State 
Championship March 27 in Fort Wayne. Kennedy is the first to win a state 
champion title in an individual competition for Brownsburg. She beat out 600 
female high school bowlers. (Photo provided by Mike Loviscek)

By Lindsay Doty

Bowling pins crashing against the wood alley floor amid noisy 
cheers is a familiar sound to Brownsburg High School junior Mea-
gan Kennedy, a champion bower for the Brownsburg Bowling 
Lady Bulldogs high school team.

“On a good bowling day, everything is just loud and powerful. If 
you throw a good ball and all 10 of those pins are knocked down 
instantly, it’s a loud and satisfying feeling,” said Kennedy.

On March 27, the teenage bowler won the first-ever state cham-
pionship title in individual competition for Brownsburg, beating 
out 600 other high school bowlers from across the state at the 
Indiana High School Bowling State Championship held in Fort 
Wayne. She averaged 222 per game for the season that ranked 3rd 
in Indiana.

“It felt absolutely amazing to go to state, it felt like so much 
hard work had paid off,” said Kennedy, who has been bowling 
since she was a little girl, hanging around the alley when her big 
brother took up the sport in middle school.

“My parents would bring me along to all the alleys rather than 
leave me at home with a babysitter,” she said. “I guess one day 
they decided to sign me up in a children’s league, and I’ve just 
been bowling ever since.”

High school bowling isn’t a sanctioned sport but a club team. 
The coaches are volunteers. Brownsburg Bowling Lady Bulldogs 
head coach Mike Loviscek says the support of the community and 
the school district has helped make it a successful program.

The district added a trophy case for the bowling team at the 
high school, and principals come out to bowl against the kids af-
ter the season is over.  

“We have been supported by the school system and the staff 
from the get-go, and that is the reason we are as good as we are,” 
said Loviscek.

“The parents are truly the real X factor. They are supportive, 
loud and they have smart, great kids,” said Loviscek. “That is what 
Brownsburg Bowling is all about.”

He hopes high school bowling which competes as both a team 
and as an individual will continue to grow.

“You see, being in large schools where it is hard to get on a 
varsity team, bowling gives an avenue to allow kids to be part of 
something,” said Loviscek. “It gives the kids a network of support 

when it is so easy to get lost in high school.”
For bowlers like Kennedy, it has been more than just throwing 

a strike.
“I love the friendships that are made while bowling. I’ve met so 

many amazing people and teenagers through tournaments, many 
of who(m) I still talk to today,” she said. “I love making new friends, 
especially when everyone who bowls is very friendly and we auto-
matically know we have something in common.”

By Peg McRoy Glover

The biggest filmdom news in Hendricks 
County throughout the past two years has 
been the making of “The Mayberry Man,” a 
present-day full-length comedy inspired by 
“The Andy Griffith Show.” A day-long festival 
was planned for May 15 around Danville’s 
Courthouse Square capped by a red carpet 
premiere at the Royal Theater.  

Like so many planned events during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the premiere has been 
postponed. 

“Holding off on the premiere seemed 
like the right thing to do,” said Stark Howell, 
writer and director of the crowd funded 
film. “If we proceeded with the May 15 date, 
we would have had to premiere the movie 
to a half-empty theater, which would have 
resulted in two showings and two VIP red 

carpet times that night. It would have been 
asking a lot from all of the people who are 
providing the vehicles and music.”

The movie stars Brownsburg native Brett 
Varvel who plays the lead character Chris 

Stone.  Varvel is an actor, director, writer and 
chief executive officer of Plainfield-based 
House of Grace Studios. 

“Brett submitted a video audition, and 
I liked everything about him,” said Howell. 
“When we began filming, he nailed it from 
the get-go. He brought a comedic angle to 
the character and did some things that are 
so funny that it raised the bar of the humor.”

Howell said he chose to film in Danville 
because his brother Cort Howell had at-
tended one of the town’s Mayberry Days. 
Mayberry is actually based on Andy Griffith’s 
hometown of Mount Airy, N.C. 

“Mount Airy is a bit commercialized be-
cause it has catered to ‘The Andy Griffith 
Show’ fans, and that is good. When I got to 
Danville, it had more of a Mayberry feel,” 
said Howell. “Everyone we talked to from 
the town were favorable to us filming there 
and they welcomed us with open arms.”

Karen Knotts, daughter of Don Knotts 
who played Barney Fife, was also in the 
movie.

“I had been to Danville once before, and 
it is a charming town,” said Knotts. “There 
is such a fandom of excitement about the 
show. People are going to love the movie.” 

When COVID-19 restrictions relax more, a 
premiere date will be reset. Visit the movie’s 
website at supportmayberryman.com.  

Parts of the “The Mayberry Man” movie were filmed 
in Danville around the Square. The red carpet 
premiere in May was postponed. (Photos by Eric 
Pritchett)
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By Lindsay Doty 

A brown Lab named Gus has been deal-
ing with medical issues ever since he was 
born. He’s not ready to be adopted, but 
thanks to his foster family he has had lots of 
help during his journey.

The sweet canine is just one of the hun-
dreds of animal rescue stories to come out 
of Misty Eyes Animal Center in Hendricks 
County.

The nonprofit 
rescue for dogs and 
cats is run by a net-
work of volunteers 
who work to save 
more animals and 
unite people with 
pets through foster-
ing outreach and 
adoption. 

To raise funds for their mission, volun-
teers are getting ready for the 10th annual 
Raise the Woof fundraiser on May 16 at the 
Avon Wedding Barn. Since the in-person 
event was canceled last year due to the 
pandemic, organizers are even more excited 
about the upcoming celebration. It’s also 
crucial to expand the mission. 

“We hope to raise $20,000 at this fund-
raiser,” said founder Renee Harlor, who start-
ed the rescue along with co-founder Cherie 
Fox in 2011.

She says the fundraiser will determine the 
success of Kitty City,  a cat facility in Avon 
slated to be built this year that would house 
rescues for adoption. 

“We did a record number of adoptions 
in 2020 but are still turning away two for 
every one we save,” Harlor said. “That is the 
hard part, and that is what we are trying to 

change by build-
ing Kitty City and 
continuing our free 
outreach programs.”

Kitty City is the 
second phase of an 
expansion project 
that includes a com-
pleted adoption 
center. Once con-
structed, the facility 

would house 50 cats at a time, allowing the 
rescue to save 400 additional cats a year.

“This fundraiser is so important, and it’s a 
lot of fun,” said Harlor. 

In addition to the the new venue and 
date (the fundraiser has previously been 
held in March), the event will include enter-
tainment by former Colts player and musi-
cian Tony Walker and the 2nd Half Band. 
The Sunday afternoon celebration will also 
include rescue and adoption stories, food, 
drinks and a silent auction. 

Misty Eyes to hold Raise the Woof to 
raise dollars crucial for rescue mission

A cat named Simone sits on the top of the couch at her foster home through Misty Eyes. The busy kitty is one 
of the cats looking for a forever home. (Photo provided by Misty Eyes Animal Center)

Raise the Woof
When: 4-10 p.m. May 16

Where: Avon Wedding Barn, 7424 E 
County Road 100 N, Avon.

Cost: $50 
Tickets: mistyeyes.org/rtw

Sponsorship opportunities: 
Call (317) 858-8022
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By Lindsay Doty

Outside the Hendricks County Courthouse 
in Danville’s Square, dozens of blue and sil-
ver pinwheels spin rapidly with the spring 
breeze. The inaugural pinwheel garden 
marks the start of a month-long campaign to 
raise awareness for child abuse prevention in 
Hendricks County.

“The pinwheel represents the playfulness 
and joy of childhood. It is a reminder that ev-
ery child deserves a joyful childhood free from 
child abuse and neglect,” said Leanna Truitt 
with Prevent Child Abuse Hendricks County, 
the nonprofit behind the campaign. “April is 
a time to spread awareness about what we 
can all do to prevent child abuse and support 
families in the most difficult role, parenting.”

Prevent Child Abuse Hendricks County, 
founded in 1991, consists of community 
volunteers who work to raise awareness 
through resources and education. The non-
profit hosts several free family events, includ-
ing coat drives and the Kids Fair.

“Bringing awareness to child abuse and 
neglect prevention arms the community with 
knowledge of how to support children and 
how to respond in the event they suspect a 
child is being abused or neglected,” said Truitt.

She says some of the warning signs to look 

Community volunteers work to prevent 
child abuse in Hendricks County

for include injuries or marks that can’t be 
explained on a child and noticing kids who 
have a lack of adult supervision.

“Sometimes it is about taking the extra 
step to determine what challenges the child 
may be facing and how a trusted adult can 
help get the services that the child and fam-
ily may need,” she said.

Volunteers hope the community cam-
paign can make a difference. Anyone can 
help, whether it is volunteering with a local 
prevention agency or being vigilant.

“We all have the ability to impact the life 
of just one child and that ripple effect could 
change the next generation for the better,” 
Truitt said.

Little pinwheels decorate a flower garden outside 
the Hendricks County Courthouse in Danville on 
April 1 as part of an awareness campaign to prevent 
child abuse. (Photo provided by Leanna Truitt)

SATURDAY, APRIL 24TH  •  10:00 AM
CHEVROLET PICKUP TRUCK 

KUBOTA TRACTOR - FORK TRUCK - FORD TRACTOR 
SKID LOADERS & ATTACHMENT 

GOLF CART - EXMARK ZERO TURN MOWER - TRAILER 
FIREARMS - EXTENSIVE WOOD WORKING TOOLS 

CHAINSAW - NATIVE LUMBER - EXTENSION LADDERS 
STAIR CHAIR LIFT - YARD EQUIPMENT 

VINTAGE DRUM SET - COLLECTIBLES  •  PRIMITIVES - POCKET WATCH 
HOUSEHOLD & ANTIQUE FURNITURE - APPLIANCES

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122 

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810 
TERMS OF SALE/Cash, Approved Check or Visa/Master Card

PUBLIC AUCTION
4681 S. Co Road 200 E., Lebanon, IN 46052

OWNERS:  Neil E. Dorbecker Trust 
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  Two auction rings beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

NO BUYER’S PREMIUM & NO SALES TAX! 
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com
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FranciscanDocs.org

Schedule Today (844) 376-2778

family physicians 
Welcoming Patients in Plainfield

Ashley Koselke, MD, is board-certified in family medicine and welcoming 
patients of all ages. Away from the office, she enjoys running, cooking,  
hiking and camping.

Joe Richardville, MD, is board-certified in family medicine and has additional 
training in sports medicine. He is welcoming new patients of all ages. Away 
from the office, he enjoys all outdoor activities, running, reading and  
cheering on Indianapolis sports teams.

    VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE

By Gus Pearcy

After council members said there could 
be no more delays at the last meeting, the 
Brownsburg Town Council voted April 8 to 
remove the youth athletic field proposal 
drawn up by Brownsburg Little League and 
the Brownsburg Girls Softball Association 
from the agenda. They can bring it back up 
at a later meeting, if they want. While it’s not 
a complete defeat of youth athletic fields 
proposal as originally passed late last year, it 
certainly appears to be in jeopardy.

The original term sheet, which the coun-
cil approved in December, had the town 
purchasing 106 acres near the intersection 
of county roads 700 N and 900 E from the 
Brownsburg Community School Corpora-
tion. It also authorized the town to continue 
with design plans to turn 40 of the 106 acres 
into six baseball diamonds to be used by the 
Little League and softball association.

Those plans changed significantly when 
Ben Lacey replaced Dennis Dawes as council 
member and other members who originally 
approved the deal changed their mind when 
citizens objected. The council was to issue 
$15.5 million for the project.

The original deal also had the youth 
leagues repaying back $10 million over 

several years.
At the last meeting, the council wanted to 

explore the former Hoosier Athletic Center 
across from Lucas Oil Raceway.

Council member Jeff Gracey has always 
been against using tax money to build the 
fields, saying it is not the responsibility of the 
government.

Both council member Matt Simpson and 
president Travis Tschaenn seemed to want to 
at least explore the Hoosier Athletic Center. 
Earlier attempts to use the adult ball fields 
were stymied by the owner’s asking price 
and drainage issues. 

Council member Brian Jessen, the only 
council member in favor of the December 
deal, was absent from the April 8 meeting.

The option proposed to purchase the 
land from the school is set to expire next 
week, which is why council members said in 
March that a decision had to be made. In this 
meeting, the council directed town man-
ager Jeff Eder to renegotiate the option with 
the school for a 60-day extension. Then they 
voted to remove it from the agenda with no 
plans to bring it back.

An appraisal of the Hoosier Athletic Fields 
is set to come back April 19.

Town council stalls a decision on the 
youth athletic field proposal again HISTORY finds

Women’s shoes

Hendricks County Museum in Danville is open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Come visit to see 
the special focus on a few of the county’s townships and our main roads: U.S. 41, U.S. 36, Indiana 136 
and Indiana 267. Other redecorated rooms hold refreshed interest. hendrickscountymusuem.com

By Marty Carter

Visitors to the Hendricks 
County Museum are often 
surprised at the women’s 
shoes on display. The sur-
prising thing is their size. It 
is difficult to imagine any 
adult woman’s foot fitting 
into those tiny shoes and 
painful to even think about 
walking in them. Though 
research shows that shoe 
sizes have increased over 
the years, small hands and 
feet were considered such 
desirable features of femi-
ninity in the 19th and early 
20th centuries that tight shoes and tight 
gloves were popular fashion. Of course, 
the shoes that have survived are prob-
ably the ones less often worn. Maybe the 
more comfortable ones were worn out 

and thrown away.
Higher boots became 

more popular later in the 
1800s as skirt lengths 
became slightly shorter. 
Showing a bit of ankle 
would have been immod-
est, so the boots insured 
that ankles were covered. 
Apparently lacing or but-
toning them as tight as 
possible to make the cov-
ered ankles look slim and 
dainty was not seen as a 
contradiction.

Notice the button hook, 
a helpful tool for button 
shoes, especially high but-

ton shoes.
Did you know that until 1818 both 

shoes of a pair were the same with no 
right and left?
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Danville’s Black creates terrazzo floor 

featuring butterflies for Arkansas airport
By Peg McRoy Glover

Best known for her mural work in the 
eastern part of the United States and 
locally for the “Open Window” mural on 
the southside of Courthouse Square, 
Danville native Tiffany Black is moving to 
a new medium with her recent commis-
sion with the Clinton National Airport in 
Little Rock, Ark.

“My design mostly focuses on but-
terflies throughout the floor,” said Black. 
“The whole design is around nature, but 
I also wanted to convey the magic of 
flight because the magic of flight hap-
pens every day at the airport.”

The public art career of the Danville 
High School and Hanover College gradu-
ate continues to grow and will be a part 
of travelers’ steps to new destinations.  

Black designed “Over an Arkansas Sky,” 
a terrazzo floor that will be inlaid within 
an airport atrium that spans 20 by 90 
feet between the ticketing area and the 
security checkpoint.

“I did a lot of research on Arkansas 
flora and fauna,” said Black who noted 
planners wanted a theme around the 
state nickname, The Natural State. “I 
reached out to environmental experts in 
Arkansas and shared with them my list 
of the flora, fauna, plants and vegetation 
I was planning on using to ensure that it 
would represent the entire state.”

Based on their feedback, Black made 
some refinements to her design. State 
insignias make up some of the most 
prevalent elements including the apple 
blossom, mockingbird and the Diana frit-
illary butterfly.  

“I looked to nature to see different 
flight patterns, and you will be able to 
see that in the butterflies,” said Black. “Ev-
erything is done from an aerial view, so 
you feel like you are up in the sky look-
ing down at the landscape below as you 
walk the atrium.”

Black is working with Missouri Terraz-
zo Flooring, and she is envisioning, creat-
ing, designing and coordinating with the 
company about how the finished floor 
will look. 

Terrazzo is made up of a binder such 
as epoxy resin and an aggregate mix, 
Black explained. Each section in the floor 
is outlined with metal divider strips and 
different mixes are poured into each 
strip to create a final work of art. 

“I have been going through a process 
with the fabricator where I select the 
colors and different aggregate mixes for 
samples,” said Black. “There is an infinite 
number of options I can choose from for 
the aggregate mix such as stones from 
quarries throughout the South and Mid-
west regions, colored glass, mother of 
pearl shell, marble, etc.”

Black will submit her choices to the 
fabricator by the end of April, and work 
on the floor is expected to begin this 
summer. The design is part of Clinton Na-
tional Airport’s Art in the Airport multi-
phase initiative.  

To stay up to date on her work, visit 
her Facebook page. 

Danville High School grad Tiffany Black has 
been commissioned by the Clinton National 
Airport in Arkansas to design a terrazzo floor for 
the atrium between ticketing and the security 
checkpoint. (Photos provided by Black)

Tiffany Black studied butterflies to convey the 
magic of flight in her artwork called “Over an 
Arkansas Sky.”

COMMUNITY

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
AH20100007 

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122 
(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810

REAL ESTATE AUCTION

Home  •  Pole Barn (36x42)  •  Implement Shed (24x48)  •  3.64 Acres  •  2400 sq ft
2 Bedrooms  •  2.5 Baths  •  Basement  •  Stone Fireplace

2 Car Attached Garage  •  Front & Rear Decks  •  Lebanon Schools

AUCTION DATE:  Saturday, April 24th  •  9:00 a.m.
OPEN HOUSE:  Wednesday, April 21st  •  4 - 6 p.m.

4681 S. 200 E., 
Lebanon

For more information visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com
OWNER:  NEIL E. DORBECKER REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST  •  TRUSTEE:  NEIL E. DORBECKER  •  POWER- OF-ATTORNEY:  MICHELLE TALBOT

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION
94 N. Jefferson Street, Danville, IN94 N. Jefferson Street, Danville, IN

•  2,240 square feet office/residence
•  0.2 Acre corner lot
•  Entry, 7 offices, break room,  

3 restrooms
•  One block North of  

courthouse square
•  Zoned secondary central business
•  Residential use possible  

with variance

To sell absolute, no minimum or reserve!

THURSDAY, APRIL 29TH  •  6:30 P.M.
Auction to be held live at the LAWSON & CO. Auction Gallery, 

1280 East Main Street, Danville, IN 46122 or bid online at www.hibid.com.

OPEN HOUSES:
Tuesday, April 20th  •  4 to 6 pm   |   Monday, April 26th  •  4 to 6 pm

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
AH20100007 

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810

OWNERS:  Jack & Connie Lawson 
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

LEAPS AND BOUNDS

Wish you could distance yourself from knee or hip pain?
View our free, online seminar with Michael Gabbard, MD and Ripley Worman, MD 
to learn the facts about hip and knee surgery. Register at iuhealth.org/joints.

Notables
Compiled by Mark Ambrogi

Senior Olivia Calero hit a walk-off 
homer in the eighth April 6 leading 
Brownsburg softball to 5-3 victory over 
Tri-West. Pitcher Kelsey Endress hit two 
homers. Vivianne Harris and Kaylee 
Larkin each had two hits. Ava Sullivan 
hit a three-run homer for Tri-West.

On April 7, Endress and Maddy 
Edwards combined for a no-hitter in 
a 12-0 rout of Cathedral. Calero had a 
solo homer and run-scoring double, and 
Addy Neal a three-run homer. 

Brownsburg juniors Weston Ogden 
and Kevin Amalaraj each shot 69, and 
then Ogden won in a playoff April 10 
in the Brownsburg Invitational at West 
Chase. The Bulldogs finished fourth.

Brownsburg boys track and field 
defeated Cathedral and Brebeuf Jesuit. 
Haiden Diemer-McKinney won the 800 
in 1:57.09, the second-fastest time in 
school history. John Colquitt captured 
both hurdle races. Scotty Tienda won 
the 400 meters with a PR of 52.99.

Abby Lynch won the 1,600 and 800 
meters in the Brownsburg girls team’s 
triumph over Cathedral and Brebeuf. 

Steven Walsh hit a walk-off grand 
slam April 8 in an 8-5 victory over HSE. 
Ty Mathews hit two doubles. Gavin 
Pierson picked up the victory in relief.

Jackson Fought was 3-for-4 with two 
doubles April 9 as Brownsburg topped 
HSE 9-7. Blake Fuller had two hits with 
a double.

Tri-West’s Audrey Lowry struck out 16 
and allowed one hit April 7 in a 5-1 win 
over Speedway. Lowry had 12 strikeouts 
April 9 in a 12-0 rout of Clinton Prairie.

Toni Rinehart was 5-for-5 with four 
runs batted in as Danville softball team 
beat North Putnam. 

Michael Carter had three hits with 
two RBIs April 7 in Danville’s 14-0 romp 
over Indian Creek. Wesley Wright had 
two hits.

By Mark Ambrogi

Pierce Thomas came to his basketball career quite 
naturally.

The Brownsburg High School senior’s mother Amy 
Brauman was an Indiana All-Star at Brownsburg and 
then played three seasons at Illinois State and one 
season at Marian University. His father, Rich Thomas, 
played at Illinois State. Brauman, an Indiana Basketball 
Hall of Famer, coached the girls basketball team at 
Brownsburg for eight seasons from 2007-15. His older 
brother Reis played for Brownsburg. Younger sister 
Quinci was a sophomore starter for the Class 4A state 
runner-up Brownsburg girls team this past season.

The 6-foot-6-inch Thomas, a guard/forward, 
averaged 21.6 points and 5.7 rebounds as a 
senior for the Bulldogs (13-9). As a junior, 
he averaged 13.6 points, 6.4 rebounds 
and 4.9 assists for a Brownsburg team 
that won the sectional before the 
postseason was canceled amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic

“Pierce is a team-first guy who 
possesses the intangibles that 
we look for,” Butler coach LaVall 
Jordan said when he signed. “He 
has good size, competitiveness 
and elite athleticism that will 
allow him to defend multiple 
positions.”

Thomas was the state 
champion in the long jump 
and eighth in the state in the 
200 meters in 2019. He’s ready 
to make a mark this year after 
the 2020 season was canceled.

“In nine years of coaching, 
I have not come across a more 
talented athlete than Pierce 
Thomas,” Brownsburg track and field 
coach Casey Popenfoose said. “For track 
and field, any event we put him in he 
would excel. His speed and jumping 
ability combination are second to none.”

Thomas took part in a  Q&A with ICON:

What are your goals for this track and field season?
My personal goals are to improve in every event, help to 

inspire my younger teammates and others as well as 
come away with a team state championship.

How important is this season after the 2020 
season was canceled because of the pandemic?
“Losing the track season was disappointing as 

collectively our team had a great shot at a team state 
championship. This year the goal is the same, and I 

believe we have the pieces to do it.”

Did you concentrate on improving your shooting 
during the quarantine period starting in 

March 2020.
“Yes, during the quarantine I really 

focused on improving my shooting 
and scoring as a whole.”

What was the key for you in 
choosing Butler University? 
“The culture and coaching staff 
of Butler sold me on wanting 
to play for the program. I have 
always respected and admired 
many aspects of the program, 
and I’m honored to be able to 
have the opportunity to play 
for them this coming season. 

How much of an influence did 
your parents have since they 
both played in college?
“Having parents that played 

basketball in college helped to 
influence my love for the game 

early as well as helped me to have 
goals and things to strive for in the 

future.”

Thomas gets the jump on competition

Brownsburg senior Pierce Thomas made his mark 
in basketball and hopes to reach the state track 
meet this spring. (Photo by Dave Gansert).
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL  
JOURNALISM
BECOME AN ICONIC INVESTOR  

Rick Myers | Owner & Publisher | 317-451-4088

“Reading the Hendricks County ICON is a highlight for me! The publication about people and organizations in our 
community is always full of positive stories, helpful information and well-written articles that give me the opportunity to learn 
more about Brownsburg and Hendricks County. Instead of just reporting news, I love how the ICON focuses on people, their 

passions and all of the reasons that our community is a great place to live. Making a gift to the Support Local Journalism 
campaign will support the Hendricks County ICON as it continues to share these messages of positivity and kindness.”

-  Rene Behrend, Executive Director, Brownsburg Education Foundation

Because of the slow death of metro daily newspapers, some, including those who purchase advertising, have been 
conditioned to believe that print is dead. That couldn’t be further from the truth (94 percent ICON readership in each of 
38,000-plus Hendricks County households – SMARI, Inc.). The real truth is, community newspapers have become collateral 
damage – branded unfairly – because of the headlines that failing metro daily newspaper have created for themselves.   

In 2008, the Hendricks County ICON was launched with one mission in mind: create a brand of locally owned, free and 
independent journalism that is second to none. We believe in the 12 years since that first monthly issue was mailed, we’ve 
accomplished that and some – but there is more work to do, more Hendricks County stories to tell. 

Our best days are ahead, but we need your help. You are invited to become an ICONic Investor. Your one-time annual $25 
investment will help us continue to provide you all of the wonderful stories and photos that make Hendricks County the 
great place it is to live and work. We are proud of and grateful for being the purveyor of local news and information that, 
in many cases, cannot otherwise be consumed – we are writing, each week, the pages of Hendricks County history. Please 
go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online or send it to 5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123. Thank 
you for your support of Hendricks County journalism!
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

AVON

Karen K. Riley Jugg
Karen K. Riley Jugg, 78, passed away April 6, 2021. 
She was born Feb. 1, 1943. Services were held 
April 12 at St. Susanna Catholic Church, Plainfield. 
Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted the 
arrangements.

BROWNSBURG

Linda Marie Beacham
Linda Marie Beacham, 70, passed away March 
19, 2021. She was born Feb. 1, 1951. Services 
were held April 8 at Life Church Eagle Creek 
Campus. Family Funeral Care - Rockville West was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Kenneth Edward Steele
Kenneth Edward Steele, 85, Brownsburg, went 
to heaven to meet the Savior 
of his soul, Wednesday, April 
7, 2021. He died peacefully at 
home in his wife’s presence, 
at 2 p.m. after 3 ½ years of 
multiple strokes. Kenneth was 
born in Hollidaysburg, Pa., to 
Chalmer and Mabel (Stayer) 
Steele on March 24, 1936. 
Kenneth was preceded in death 
by his parents, infant brother, 
Theodore; brother, Robert and sister-in-law, 
Hazel. After graduating from Hollidaysburg High 
School in 1954, he served two years in the Army. 
He married Jane Aurandt on Aug. 1, 1958, who 
has been his faithful caretaker for the past 3 ½ 
years. They moved to Indiana in 1962 and lived 
in Sutton’s Mobile Home Court before moving 
into their newly built home in 1965. Children 
include Sherry (Steele) Steele (Nick) of Fountain 
City, Ind., Marvin Steele of North Salem and Betsy 
Hunsucker of Brownsburg. Grandchildren are 
Aaron Steele (Dayton, Ohio); Rachel Steele (Fort 
Wayne, Ind.) and Zac Hunsucker (Mooresville, 
Ind.) and “verbally” adopted Tiana Duong (Phillip) 
and great-granddaughter Kristen. Also surviving 
is Ken’s niece Becky Ann (Steele) Bechtel (Jerry) 
and two great nieces. Ken enjoyed flying, almost 
obtaining his private pilot’s license prior to 
marriage, and the Indy 500 and Nascar races. He 
also enjoyed working part time jobs after retiring 
from Bridgeport (Olin) Brass at Mr. Button’s, 
The Super Car Wash, Mop Shop and FedEx. Ken 
faithfully attended church at Mount Tabor Baptist, 
next Bethesda Baptist Church, where he was 
a bus mechanic, then later washed the fleet of 
those buses for 30 years. And lastly, he faithfully 
attended Faith Baptist Church of Avon for 18 
years. Private family services and burial will be 
held at Mount Tabor Cemetery.

PITTSBORO

Charles Roy Hinshaw
Charles Roy Hinshaw, 68, passed away April 7, 
2021. Services were held April 12 at Eric M.D. Bell 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro.

Thomas King
Thomas King passed away March 31, 2021. 
Arrangements were pending at press time. Eric 
M.D. Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

CLAYTON

Wade Leinart
Wade Leinart, 66, passed away March 29, 2021. He 
was born Jan. 16, 1955. Services were held April 
2. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

COATESVILLE

Max Dean Blackmore
Max Dean Blackmore, 84, passed away March 19, 
2021. He was born Dec. 10, 1936. Services were 
held March 26. Porter Funeral Home, Jamestown, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

DANVILLE

Nina Jean (Boone) Johnson 
Nina Jean (Boone) Johnson, 80, passed away 
March 28, 2021. She was born Dec. 25, 1940. 
Services were held March 30 at Baker Funeral 
Home, Danville. Contributions may be made to 
the Alzheimer’s Association.

Fay R. Jordan
Fay R. Jordan, 100, passed away April 6, 2021. 
She was born March 16, 1921. Private services 
will be held April 24. Donations may be made 
to Kingsway Christian School, Avon or Covenant 
Christian high schools. Conkle Funeral Homes, 
Avon, was entrusted with arrangements.

INDIANAPOLIS

Judith Ilene Cyphers
Judith Ilene Cyphers, 69, passed away March 29, 
2021. She was born March 15, 1952. No services 
are scheduled. Conkle Funeral Homes, Avon, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Donna Louise (Davis) Kendall
Donna Louise (Davis) Kendall, 91, passed away 
April 2, 2021. She was born July 17, 1929.
Services were held April 5. Conkle Funeral, Avon, 
homes was entrusted with arrangements. 

Marion “Truman” Lollar
Marion “Truman” Lollar, 68, passed away March 
31, 2021. He was born Dec. 2, 1952. Services were 
held April 10 at Cornerstone Christian Church, 
Brownsburg. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Catherine Ellen “Cathy” 
(VanArsdale) Robinson 

Catherine Ellen “Cathy” (VanArsdale) Robinson, 
69, passed away March 30, 2021. She was born 
Oct. 31, 1951. Contributions may be made to 
Fisher Center for Alzheimer’s Research. Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

Rickie E. Wallace
Rickie E. Wallace, 73, passed away April 6, 2021. 
He was born Oct. 30, 1947. Services were held 
April 10 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

PLAINFIELD

Doris Darlene Gath
Doris Darlene Gath passed away April 1, 2021. 
Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Robert S. Gentry
Robert S. Gentry, 78, passed away April 2, 2021.  
He was born Dec. 12, 1942. Private services
will be held. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.

Michael Lindsay Jenkins
Michael Lindsay Jenkins, 64, passed away April 
3, 2021. He was born Aug. 6, 1956. Services were 
held April 8 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 

Mark Allen Ledbetter
Mark Allen Ledbetter, 56, passed away April 
3, 2021. He was born June 22, 1964. Services 
were held April 9 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield,

Glenn Tresner
Glenn Tresner, 83, passed away April 3, 2021. He 
was born July 8, 1937. Services were held April 8 
at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Marvin L. Gist
Marvin L. Gist, 79, passed away April 4, 2021. He 
was born Jan. 19, 1942. Services were held April 
10 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 

Lloyd L. McDaniel
Lloyd L. McDaniel, 97, passed away April 11, 2021. 
He was born August 13, 1923. Private
services were held. Contributions can be made to 
the Plainfield Lions Club or the American Legion 
#329. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with arrangements.

Dorothy Ella Leta Meyer 
Dorothy Ella Leta Meyer, 97, passed away April 2, 
2021. She was born Jan. 6, 1924. Services will be 
held this summer. Contributions may be made to 
the Alzheimer’s Association or Plainfield United 
Methodist Church. Baker-Hall Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements.

NORTH SALEM

Sally Lou Doub
Sally Lou Doub, 70, passed away April 5, 2021. She 
was born Nov. 21, 1950. Services were held April 9 
at Bousley Funeral Home, Coatesville.

Steele

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  04/30/2021.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 04/30/2021.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 
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New director of Mental Health 
America of Hendricks County 

opens up in a message of 
hope and awareness

SEEK SUPPORT
What: Peer support meetings for men-
tal health issues 
When: 6:30 p.m. Thursdays. No ap-
pointment needed.
Where: Mental Health America of Hen-
dricks County, 75 Queensway Drive, 
Avon
Website: mhahc.org
Phone: (317) 262-0027
If you or someone you know is battling 
mental illness and needs help, call the 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
(800) 273-8255.

By Lindsay Doty

A smiley photo on social media or a 
friendly conversation at school or work 
doesn’t always paint an accurate picture.

“You don’t know what’s going on with 
people,” said Lael Hill, the new executive 
director of Mental Health America of Hen-
dricks County (MHAHC). The Avon-based 
nonprofit works to promote mental well-
ness in the county by educating people and 
connecting them with services and support.

“I want people to know they are not 
alone. There is hope and help for them,” said 
Hill.

The experienced social worker and ad-
vocate, who took on the leadership role in 
January, comes to the job with professional 
and personal experience with mental illness.

Hill is a survivor of sexual assault. She 
battled depression. At the age of 22, she at-
tempted to end her life.

“I had the trauma. I had chronic depres-
sion. You add alcohol, it was a disaster,” she 
said.

She says the lack of support when she 
went looking for help inspired her career in 
social work. 

“After that, I realized how bad services 
were and decided to help myself by moving 
to Indianapolis to study social work and the-
ory, apply those concepts to my own think-
ing, then help others so they never have to 
experience the same thing I did,” Hill said.  

Through the years, the nearly 40-year-
old has learned how to cope with episodes 
thanks to her support system and famil-
iar comforts like the song “Brave” by Sarah 
Bareilles on repeat or chicken noodle soup 
from her husband.

“He tells me ‘don’t worry about the kids, 
the dishes, etc. I will take care of the house; 
you just get some rest.’ Because of him and 
my view of my illness, I am now able to re-
cover in three days versus two weeks,” said 
Hill, who lives with her husband and two 
sons in Brownsburg.

She hopes by sharing her story she’ll in-
spire others to get help.

“I am now unafraid of sharing my story 
about mental illness so I can eradicate the 
negative stigma associated with my illness 
while promoting suicide prevention aware-
ness activities in our community,” she said.

She wants to crush stereotypes like call-
ing someone “crazy” or assuming they are 
unhappy.

“Just because someone is depressed or 
on medication doesn’t mean they aren’t 
happy, they are sick,” she explained.

“The whole ‘What do you have to be de-
pressed about?’ response must become a 
thing of the past,” Hill said. “We have got to 

cancel that response.”
The MHAHC, a United Way partner, is en-

couraging people to seek the support they 
need. On Thursday nights, the agency offers 
a judgment-free support peer group to any-
one who needs to talk.

The nonprofit also serves as a resource for 
people to find out where they can get help, 
instead of getting overwhelmed by online 
searches, said Hill explaining that MHAHC is 
like a “mental health Google that is trauma 
trained.”

In her new role, she is working with her 
team and community partners to hold the 
inaugural Walking for the Health of It event 
and Mental Wellness Health Fair on May 22 
at Williams Park in Brownsburg. 

Community partners say mental health 
awareness and education are key.

“Think of it this way — when someone is 
diagnosed with cancer, we see meal trains 
and people wrapping around the family 
who has a sick loved one,” said April Bor-
deau, executive director of Care to Change 
Counseling. “Wouldn’t it be monumental to 
wrap around families who have loved ones 
who are wrestling with anxiety, depression, 
or suicidal thoughts?” 

Together, advocates are hoping to shed 

light on what’s often viewed as a dark secret.
“I have a vision that we can all play a role 

in preventing suicide in our community 
while promoting mental wellness,” said Hill. 

GETTING TO KNOW LAEL HILL
1. Song that motivates me

I definitely showed Sara Bareilles 
“how big my brave is” today. Her 
song “Brave” speaks to me and gives 
me the courage to be an advocate 
and a voice for vulnerable popula-
tions. 

2. Best advice I ever received
My brother once told me, “Where 
do you want to be in 5 years? Once 
you figure that out, look at the tiny 
steps you need to get there and put 
a plan in place.”

3. Favorite place to go in Hendricks 
County

I love going to the Hendricks Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. They always work 
with the community to host amaz-
ing events, and the county fair is my 
favorite.

4. A book I’m reading right now or 
show I’m binge-watching

I just started reading “Girl Wash Your 
Face” by Rachel Hollis. I love self-
help books. 

5. When I’m not working, I’m usu-
ally...

Always with my husband and two 
boys. We enjoy kayaking, gardening 
and bird watching. You may bump 
into me often at Wild Birds Unlim-
ited where I am buying my beloved 
bluebirds their mealworms.

6. Do you have pets?
We have three dogs, a cat and two 
guinea pigs. I love animals, and if I 
could quit my day job, I would live 
on a farm.

7. Something that makes me smile 
Animals of all kinds: Insects, reptiles, 
amphibians and the cuddly mam-
mals we all enjoy. 

8. Post-pandemic trip or thing I’d like 
to do

Concerts!!! I just want to see a live 
concert again. Lady Gaga, Sia, Taylor 
Swift and Brittany Spears are on my 
bucket list.

Lael Hill, the new executive director of Mental Health America of Hendricks County, shares her story to show 
others they can have hope, too. (Photo by Rick Myers)
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9 1
4 7 8 6

8 4 5 3

3 Indy-Area Golf Courses
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Types of Produce
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Mass Ave Restaurants
____________________
____________________

1 Downtown Indy “Mall”
______________________

5 German Cars
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Types of Tape
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

PUZZLES
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

Across
1. Vampire tooth
5. Doom’s partner
10. Cain’s victim
14. First Tree City USA 
Community in Hendricks 
County
15. Local college with the 
colors of Crimson and Old 
Gold, initially
16. Long skirt
17. Woodworkers
19. “Make it snappy!”
20. “___ the season...”
21. Like some Mallow Run 
wines
22. Rainbow makers
24. Gumshoes
26. Russian pancake
27. Free spot on WTHR
28. Scheme
29. Yule quaff
32. Seized auto
35. Neighbors of Thais
37. “I” problem
38. Topple
40. All students at Wabash 
College
41. Contest submission
43. Evergreen tree
44. Speak the gospel
47. Off shore

48. Q95 watchdog
49. ___ an ear
50. Ornate vase
52. Baskervilles dog
54. Either you or me
58. Meager
60. Stats, e.g.
61. Nile biter
62. Seemingly 
forever
63. Where to catch 
the fish at the start 
of 17-Across and 
11- and 34-Down
66. Designer Chanel
67. He may fix his 
sights
68. Apple center
69. Not now
70. Looks nastily
71. Gaelic tongue

Down
1. Sgt. Friday: “Just 
the ___, ma’am”
2. Be of service to
3. Like Vikings
4. Econ. measure
5. Cotton fabric
6. Mandolins’ kin
7. ICON page, briefly
8. Start of the Lord’s Prayer
9. Make a fielding error

10. At full speed, nautically
11. Baby beds
12. Brownsburg HS 
midterm, e.g.
13. Kissing pair
18. Has a steak at Stone 

Creek
23. Washer cycle
25. “Once ___ a time...”
26. Noir’s opposite
28. Say “not guilty” in 
Hendricks County Court
30. Fairy tale baddie
31. “The Naked Maja” painter
32. Dennis the Menace’s dog
33. Sweeping saga
34. Possibly
36. Change the Indiana 
Constitution
39. Poor grade at Danville 
HS
42. iPod type
45. Outdoor Indiana 
subscription extension
46. Camouflage wearers, at 
times
51. Caboose setting
53. Welles of “Citizen Kane”
54. Western film
55. Party memento
56. ___ manual
57. Plainfield Plaza 
shopping binge
58. Religious offshoot
59. Tigger’s pal
60. It’s smaller than a penny
64. Skedaddle
65. Indy Fuel rink makeup

Answers on 
Page 21

2230 Sta� ord Rd, #101
Plain� eld, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza 
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauli� ower crust!(Crust made o�  site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 05/31/2021

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. � e normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. � ank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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Surprise, surprise! Everyone is 
surprised but not happy to see me

EDITORIAL

Mourning  
as a nation

A brochure from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs begins with this 
about flying the American flag at half 
staff: “An easy way to remember when 
to fly the United States flag at half staff 
is to consider when the whole nation is 
mourning.”

It happens a lot these days.
In 2021 the United States has been di-

rected by President Joe Biden to fly the 
flag at half staff 25% of the time. That’s 
right, 23 out of 90 days through April 
1. We’ve mourned a congressman from 
Florida, former First Lady Susan Bayh 
and several local dignitaries. 

We’ve also mourned victims from an 
attack on the U.S. Capitol, mass shoot-
ings in Boulder, Colo., Atlanta and Rock 
Hill, S.C., and the victims of COVID-19.

It feels like the flag bows more than it 
waves freely.

In 1954, President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower established the rules for when 
a flag should be flown at half-staff. It 
seemed appropriate at the time. It in-
cludes 30 days for former presidents, 10 
days for vice presidents, speaker of the 
House of Representatives and Supreme 
Court chief justices. 

There are another 12 titles — includ-
ing governors — that are entitled to each 
having their day or days at half-staff. Then 
comes the clean up phrase that gives the 
president to make the order as he pleas-
es for any other official or dignitary. The 
president may also order a half-staff dis-
play of the flag after “other tragic events.”

It’s too much. You could argue there 
are another hundred scenarios where 
it could be appropriate to fly the flag in 
a position of bereavement, but those 
should be few and far between.

Consider in 1954 the population was 
163 million. Today, the population is 
around 331 million, more than double 
the number in 1954. 

For the love of country, in an era of 
such rancor and divisiveness, let’s keep 
the flag flying triumphantly high and 
nod in honor of those for whom the flag 
flies at half staff.

By Dick Wolfsie

People always act surprised to see me. 
Not happy to see me — just surprised.

This started back when I was young. I 
remember walking home from elemen-
tary school and coming in the door about 
3 p.m. My mother would say, “Oh dear, are 
you home already?” I must have lived closer 
to school than I 
thought.

During the years 
when I was on TV ev-
ery morning, people 
who ran into me at 
the supermarket 
seemed shocked. 
“Dick Wolfsie! What 
are you doing here?” 
I had a list of answers 
that began with eggs, 
bread and 2% milk.

The staff at my 
dentist’s office was 
stunned to see me 
the other day, but I 
can’t figure out why. 
True, I had not been to the dentist in a year 
due to COVID, but I made an appointment 
in January for late March, assuming I would 
be vaccinated by then.

Ten minutes after I made that appoint-
ment, I got a text asking me to confirm the 
date. Then, two weeks ago came a postcard 
in the mail reminding me that at 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 31, I was to see Dr. James 
about my pearly off-whites. Then a few days 
before the appointment date, I received 
both an email and a text on my phone, all 
not-so-subtle hints to be sure I arrived at 
my scheduled time. And for good mea-
sure, I also got a message on my answering 
machine that morning. “Hi, this is Yolanda 
from Dr. James’ office. We are confirming 
your appointment. Could you call us back 
and let us know if we have been successful 
in embarrassing you into not missing your 
check-up?”

I returned the call, but I got their answer-
ing machine, so I left a message: “Hi, this 

is Dick Wolfsie, and first I want to say that I 
can’t wait to see all of you again. Could you 
please call me back to confirm that you got 
my message confirming that I will be there? 
If I don’t hear from you, I’m not going to 
bother driving all the way over there.”

Of course, the dental office called me 
back, but I wasn’t home. They left a mes-
sage: “Dick, this is June at Dr. James’ office. 

Yes, yes, we expect 
you. But, please 
confirm you got this 
message, which con-
firms we received 
your last message, 
confirming you will 
be here. We can’t wait 
to dig away at the 
plaque.”

As you can see, this 
could have gone on 
indefinitely, so I just 
decided to show up. 
I walked into the of-
fice, sat down on the 
couch and started 

flipping through pamphlets featuring horri-
fying photos of people with gum disease.

The receptionist finally noticed me. “Oh, if 
it isn’t Dick Wolfsie! What a nice surprise! We 
are always so happy to see you. Are you on 
today’s schedule?”

Right after my dental appointment, I 
checked my phone, and there was already 
a text message from Dr. James’ office con-
firming my next appointment that I had just 
made … for August. 

When I got back to my house, I opened 
the front door and there was Mary Ellen. 
“Oh, it’s you again,” she said.

After 42 years, at least there are no sur-
prises.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

 PopAKernel in Brownsburg is 
gearing up to provide children’s 

books for young readers this summer. 
They are accepting donations of new 
and gently used children’s books.

 Critically-acclaimed author John 
David Anderson will be virtually 

visiting Eagle Elementary fourth- and 
fifth-grade classes in May. His book 
“Granted” is a Young Hoosier book this 
year.

 Brownsburg resident Caryl 
Hancock read about the 

Brownsburg Education Foundation 
grant Encouraging a Little Embellish-
ment in the ICON and called the BEF 
office to donate more than large totes of 
wool and machine embroidery thread 
that she was no longer using to help 
with this project.

Hendricks County Sheriff’s 
Department detectives are 

investigating a report of mail theft that 
occurred at the end of March primarily 
in Washington, Lincoln and Brown 
townships. Mail has been recovered for a 
handful of victims, and investigators will 
contact with written instructions on how 
to follow up on those cases. When in 
doubt, call non-emergency dispatch to 
verify, (317) 839-8700.

 Under the leadership of Stepha-
nie Stuemke the Danville schools 

food service team received the Indiana 
Department of Education’s Golden 
Delicious Apple Award. The school is a 
gold level winner for serving fresh and 
nutritious meals and among 44 
corporations in the state that received 
the award.

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“Never allow the 
fear of striking 

out keep you 
from playing  

the game!”
— Babe Ruth

QUOTE

VIEWS

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, non-
sensical laws on the books. Each issue, 
we’ll share one with you …

In Pennsylvania it is illegal to sleep on top of a 
refrigerator outdoors.

STRANGE LAW

During the years when  
I was on TV every morning, 
people who ran into me at 
the supermarket seemed 
shocked. “Dick Wolfsie!  

What are you doing here?” 
I had a list of answers that 

began with eggs, bread  
and 2% milk.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the editor,
Thank you for putting Mal-

lard Filmore in the ICON. It 
deserves to be published.

Diana Virgil, Brownsburg

Readers appreciate seeing Mallard Filmore 
SATURDAY, APRIL 17TH  •  10:00 AM 
PREVIEW: FRIDAY, APRIL 16TH  •  12:00 NOON - 6:30 P.M.

ANTIQUE, CURIO & MODERN FIREARMS 
OVER 70 FIREARMS  •  WINCHESTER, COLT, SMITH & WESSON 

RUGER, REMINGTON & MORE!  •  GUN LEATHER 
EARLY 1840’S TO 1860’S SWORDS  •  MARITIME COLLECTIBLES 

MORRIS ROSENFELD PHOTOS 
FREDERICK COZZENS CHROMOLITHOGRAPHS

THIS IS ONLY A PARTIAL LISTING COMPLETE CATALOG & PHOTOS AT  
www.lawsonandco.com

Jack A. Lawson  AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson  AU19300138 
J.R. Webb  AU11100005 

(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810

UNIQUE PUBLIC AUCTION 
Firearms, Swords & Maritime Collectibles

Lawson Auction Gallery  •  1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

OWNER:  Michael B. Snite Estate 
ATTORNEY & PERSONAL REP:  Michael Goss, Greencastle, IN

All items to be sold live and on HiBid.com! 
To bid online go to:  www.lawsonandco.hibid.com

To the editor,
Great to see Mallard in the ICON! I had 

been a Indy Star subscriber for over 50 years 
until about a month ago when they pulled 
Mallard, truly one of the last highlights 
of the Indy Star. On that same day they 

decided the Indianapolis Indians would 
from here on out be called the Indianapolis 
Baseball Team. Enough for me. I will be look-
ing forward to seeing Mallard in the ICON.

Jerry Rosner, Avon

To the editor,
For my 2 cents worth, and my husband, 

Mark, agrees, I am so glad you are publish-
ing Mallard Fillmore! Yes, too many publica-
tions are self-limiting their freedom of press.

Mallard is funny and brave.
Deanna Hindsley, Brownsburg

To the editor,
Thank you for including Mallard Fillmore in the ICON. 

I enjoy the comic strip; it is funny, and I was very disap-
pointed in the Indy Star when they canceled it.

Judy Brown, Avon

To the editor,
I was so disappointed when the In-

dianapolis Star deleted this strip. I so 
enjoyed the sarcasm. It is my alter ego 
thought process. Thank you for stand-
ing up!  

Carrie Stevens, Plainfield

7824 N. SR 39, Lizton, Indiana (across from Tri-West High School)    |    317.994.5050    |    www.bearslawn.com

Providing a beautiful selection of annuals, perennials, trees, shrubs, mulch, rock, indoor plants, garden décor & much more!

J O I N  U S  I N  O U R  5 T H  Y E A R  A T  T H E  G A R D E N  C E N T E R !

NOW OPEN
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EVENTScalendar
Exploring Hoosier 
wine producers:  

The grapes of Indiana
WINE By Luke Stephenson

If you have been reading my column 
throughout the last year, you’ll know I love all things European 
when it comes to wine; however in Indiana we have some great 
producers out our back door making everything from cotton 
candy wine to serious cabs. 

Over the next three to four months I want to take us on a 
journey through Indiana wine. Today I want to take a closer look 
at the grapes, next month we’ll explore the wineries and finally 
I hope to finish up with the people of Indiana wine. So, let’s dive 
in.

Believe it or not, 
Indiana was actually 
the home of the first 
commercial winery in 
the U.S. More than 200 
years ago in 1796 Jean 
Jacque Dufour started 
a small commercial 
operation in Switzer-
land County, and since 
that time Indiana has 
been going strong in 
grape growing and 
wine production. 

Today Indiana vine-
yards don’t grow pop-
ular European varieties 
most of us know (Cabernet Sauvignon, chardonnay, moscato, 
etc.), and that is mainly due to the Midwest climate. Indiana gets 
a bit too cold in winter and a bit too humid in summer. 

With those challenges Hoosiers have done what we always 
do, adapt and grow.

Today many Indiana plantings focus on hybrid grapes, a cross 
between European and Native American grapes. The state grape 
is traminette which is a gewürztraminer hybrid and typically my 
favorite. We also have plenty of plantings of grapes like Cataw-
ba, Norton and a variety of others. Most of them have high acid 
and a flavor that is often described as “foxy,” which means they 
usually are a bit better when they are off dry. 

For those of you who are dry wine drinkers, I promise these 
wines can be great. They pair beautifully with Thai or Indian 
food in particular. 

During this series, I won’t offer specific suggestions, but I sug-
gest you buy and shop local as places are opening up. Be sure to 
visit some great Indiana producers in the coming months. 

Luke Stephenson, a Danville native, is a Certified Specialist of Wine and has 
a Wine & Spirit Education Trust (WSET) level 3. Luke has traveled extensively 
and lived in Marlborough, New Zealand, for a year working in a winery and 
tasting room. Currently Stephenson is the director of fine wine for Crown 
Liquors.

Believe it or not, Indiana was 
actually the home of the first 

commercial winery in the 
U.S. More than 200 years ago 
in 1796 Jean Jacque Dufour 
started a small commercial 

operation in Switzerland 
County, and since that time 

Indiana has been going strong 
in grape growing and wine 

production.

April
17 Saturday
Trot the Trail 5K & 10-Miler
8:45-12 p.m., Plainfield Parks & Recreation, 651 Vestal 
Road, Plainfield. Trot the Trail 10-mile and 5k in-person 
and virtual options, $30. runsignup.com/Race/IN/
Plainfield/PlainfieldParksSeries

17-18  Saturday-Sunday
BBQ Smoke Out & Competition
9 p.m., Rusted Silo Southern BBQ, 411 N. State Street, 
Lizton. This inaugural competition is a fundraiser 
benefiting Girls Night In International. Participants bring 
the grill; Rusted Silo brings the meats. Cost: $100-$200. 
rustedsilobrewhouse.com

17 Saturday 
Track Revolutionary War Ancestors
10 a.m.-1 p.m., Danville Public Library, Indiana Room, 101 
S. Indiana St., Danville. Members of the Wa-Pe-Ke-Way 
Chapter of NSDAR will assist women interested in joining 
DAR by helping track their Revolutionary War ancestor 
and answering questions. Reserve an appointment with 
Tracie Curtis, (317) 407-2864.

19 Monday
Legislative Breakfast
7 a.m.-10 a.m., Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. 
Main St., Danville. Elected officials will speak and provide 
updates on issues related to the current legislative 
session. RSVP to janna.bolen@infarmbureau.com by April 
15.

22 Thursday
ABC Matching Game
11 a.m., online, Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library, 1120 Stafford Road. Children can learn how to 
create an easy ABC matching game. plainfieldlibrary.
libnet.info

22 Thursday
Earth Day Celebration
5:30-6:30 p.m or 7-8 p.m., Williams Park, 940 S. Locust 
Lane, Brownsburg. Celebrate Earth Day with Brownsburg 
Parks staff and local organizations. Hike, participate in 
activities at booths around the Outdoor Classroom, 
register for prizes and complete a Food Chain activity to 
take home. $5/family. brownsburgparks.com

23 Friday
Drive-In Movie: “The Croods: A New Age”
8:30 p.m., Washington Township Park, 115 S. County Road 
575 E, Avon. Drive-in movie. $5 to hold a spot, refunded 
upon arrival. Prepackaged snacks provided by Aldrich 
Pediatric Dentistry. (317) 745-0785. washingtontwpparks.
org

24 Saturday
Gardening for All Ages
9 a.m.-3 p.m., 1900 E. Main St., Danville. The Master 
Gardener’s annual spring garden show includes garden-
related vendors, exhibits, help desk, speakers, free trees 
and seeds and children’s activities. 4hcomplex.org

24 Saturday
Walking Sticks
1-3 p.m., McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Road, North 
Salem. Make a height-appropriate wooden hiking stick. 
Tools to personalize will be provided. $6/project. hcparks.
recdesk.com

24, 25 Saturday, Sunday
Midwest Motorcycle Club 38th Annual Swap Meet
8 a.m.-3 p.m., Hendricks County Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main 
St., Danville. $5, 12 and under, free. midwestmc.events@
gmail.com, midwestmc.com/swap-meet

24 Saturday
Earth Day Extravaganza
12-4 p.m., Pecar Park, 5203 E. County Road 150 N., Avon. 
Celebrate Earth Day and Pecar Park’s second birthday by 
crafting with recyclables, meeting nature center animals 
and visiting booths. $2 per person or $5 per family of 
four. washingtontwpparks.org

25 Sunday
Sunday Funday 5K
9 a.m., The Shops at Perry Crossing, 351 Marketplace 
Mile. Run/walk on a course throughout the property 
and surrounding paths. Join virtually until May 2. $35. 
sundayfundayrunday5k.com

26 Monday
2021 Legislative Breakfast
7 a.m.-10 a.m., Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. 
Main St., Danville. Elected officials will speak and provide 
updates on issues related to the current legislative 
session. RSVP to janna.bolen@infarmbureau.com by April 
22. 

27 Tuesday
Demystifying Mystery Writing
6:30-7:30 p.m. Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 
online. Zoom session with local mystery authors the 
Speed City Sisters in Crime. Plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

28 Wednesday
White Lick Creek Greenway Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
10 a.m. The White Lick Creek Greenway will officially 
open from Northfield Drive to Arbuckle Acres Park with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony. The first 20 participants to 
arrive at the ceremony location just south of McAlister’s 
Deli will receive gift bags featuring sweet deals from 
businesses in the Northfield Commons shopping area. 
brownsburg.org
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By Trisha Palencer

April is Alcohol Aware-
ness Month. According to the National In-
stitute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, 
around 95,000 people 
die from alcohol abuse 
every year. Addressing 
a loved one’s alcohol 
use isn’t easy, but there 
are steps you can take 
to help your loved one 
seek treatment.

Learn and  
get support.

Before you do any-
thing, take the time to 
research and become 
more informed of what 
your loved one might 
be experiencing. Alco-
hol use disorder is the 
inability for someone 
to control their drinking because they’re 
physically and emotionally dependent on 
alcohol. Seek support with a trusted family 
member, medical provider or local Al-Anon 
group as you talk to your loved one.

Have a plan.
Having a conversation with a loved one 

about their alcohol addiction isn’t going to 
be easy. Have a list of resources such as local 
meetings or treatment programs that you 
can share with them.

Choose the right time and place.
Talk to your loved one in a quiet location 

where you know you will have privacy. 
Avoid any interruptions by choosing a time 
and place where there are no distractions 
and everyone involved can provide their 

full attention. If pos-
sible, choose a time 
when your loved one 
is sober.

Be compassionate.
Avoid being nega-

tive, hurtful or pre-
sumptuous when 
talking to your loved 
one. It’s important to 
understand that this 
is difficult for them to 
address, too. Stay calm 
during the conversa-
tion and allow them to 
express what they are 
feeling without judge-
ment or interruption. 
Understand that you 

can’t force someone to receive help if they 
don’t want it or aren’t ready. Don’t take their 
anger toward your attempt to help person-
ally. 

Alcohol Awareness Month: 
Help a loved one seek 

treatment for alcohol use
NUTRITION

Trisha Palencer is the program director 
of the Addiction Treatment and Recovery 
Center at IU Health West Hospital. The 
center at IU Health West Hospital offers 
a variety of services that include group 
therapy, individual therapy, education and 
recovery coaching. For more information, 

call (317) 217-2711 or email iuhwestatrc@iuhealth.org. 

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Tape: DUCT, ELECTRICAL, MASKING, PACKING, PAINTER’S, 
SCOTCH; Cars: AUDI, BMW, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, VOLKSWAGEN; Produce: BANANA, LETTUCE, POTATO, 
TOMATO; Golf Courses: COPPIN, DOUGLASS, SARAH SHANK; Restaurants: LOUVINO, SLAPFISH; Mall: 
AMERICAN LEGION

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 18

8 7 4 1 9 3 6 5 2
5 3 1 4 2 6 7 9 8
2 6 9 7 5 8 1 3 4
1 9 6 3 7 4 2 8 5
7 8 3 2 6 5 4 1 9
4 2 5 8 1 9 3 7 6
9 5 2 6 3 1 8 4 7
3 4 7 5 8 2 9 6 1
6 1 8 9 4 7 5 2 3

F A N G G L O O M A B E L
A V O N I U P U I M A X I
C A R P E N T E R S A S A P
T I S A G E D P R I S M S
S L E U T H S B L I N I

P S A P L A N N O G
R E P O M A L A Y S E G O
U P E N D M E N E N T R Y
F I R P R E A C H A S E A
F C C L E N D U R N

H O U N D O N E O F U S
S P A R S E D A T A A S P
E O N S W H I T E R I V E R
C O C O A I M E R C O R E
T H E N L E E R S E R S E

Addressing a loved 
one’s alcohol use 

isn’t easy, but there 
are steps you can 
take to help your 

loved one seek 
treatment.

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2020-2021 school year.

GRANT NAME:
Racially Diverse Toys  
in Kindergarten
at Cardinal Elementary
Sponsored in part by  
Summers Plumbing, Heating and Cooling

AMOUNT:
$1,280.00

To help create a rich learning 
environment where racial differences 
are accepted and celebrated, this grant 
purchased toys that represent 
various ethnicities, cultures and 
skin colors. These items are used 
at learning stations that include 
dolls, play food, puzzles, books 
and people. Toys that embrace 
many ethnicities and cultures 
will be used by students for years to 
come and will encourage questions and 
open conversations allowing students 
and teachers to celebrate the uniqueness 
of all individuals.

Just part of the $130,000 that BEF 
awarded in grants this past year.

Thank you for the BEF grant that  
was bestowed on Cardinal kindergarten 

classrooms. We were able to purchase 
racially diverse toys. Our kindergarteners 

love to make food with the sushi and  
taco sets. We love to see the children 

playhouse with diverse dolls and families.  
We cannot wait to delve further into  

our diverse texts. Thank you, BEF!

ALLISON MILLER

“
”
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22 SACRED SPACE

Use 1 Peter to find and define  
faith in difficult times 

DEVOTIONAL
By Chad Parks

In my daily readings 
of God’s word, I found myself in the book 
of 1 Peter. To give a little background on 
Peter’s writing: he is writing to a scattered 
church where many people are in hiding. 
Many people are suffering 
and feeling persecution for 
following and obeying the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. 

I love the writings in this 
first chapter of 1 Peter be-
cause it’s encouraging. He 
writes to remind followers 
of their faith and how their 
faith in Jesus continues to 
see them through those 
dark times. He tells them that though they 
have never seen Jesus, they still love Him, 
and even though they do not see Him now, 
they still believe in Him. That is faith.

These writings remind me of the church 
now. Here we are in the year 2021, and it 
seems daily that more and more people 
pull away from Christ and the church is 
persecuted. Many of our fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ are feeling persecution 
and hate towards the church, and they are 

experiencing the backlash from people who 
simply do not know or do not care to know 
about Christ and his teachings. 

Regardless of any persecution or hate 
thrown at us, followers of Jesus continue on 
with the calling to spread the love and hope 

of Jesus Christ. 
Peter tells us in 1 Peter 

1:16, “Be holy, because I am 
holy.” This short sentence 
may not be lengthy, but it 
is full of power! Being holy 
means that believers are 
to be set apart. We should 
strive to be more like Jesus 
every day of our lives. It 
means that when we feel 

and experience persecution we continue to 
share, we continue to love and we continue 
to show grace because that’s exactly what 
Jesus did for us.

Chad Parks is lead pastor at Second Chance 
Church of the Nazarene in Plainfield. Parks 
is also a sergeant with the Plainfield Police 
Department, married to his high school 
sweetheart Heather, and they have three 
kids, Jordan, Nevaeh and Matéa. Visit 
secondcc.com for more information.

Being holy means that 
believers are to be set 

apart. We should strive 
to be more like Jesus 

every day of our lives. 

Kitchen & Bath Remodels   •   Basement Build-Outs   •   Interior/Exterior Painting 
Cabinet Painting   •   Carpentry   •   Flooring   •   Decorative Concrete 

Roofs   •   Windows   •   Siding   •   Gutters   •   Doors and more!

Contact us today!
(317) 701-4821

Servicing Hendricks County for Over 25 years   •   Licensed, Bonded, Insured

10% OFF 
ALL SPRING BOOKINGS

FREE estimates available.

Hendricks County Conversations
with Rick Myers and Gus Pearcy

Our guest:
Loren Delp 

Hendricks County Prosecutor

Friday, April 16  •  3 p.m.
myhcicon.com
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Cicadamania! Prep for 
‘biblical numbers’ of insects 

to emerge this summer
GARDENING By John Chapin

Most people in the Mid-
west associate cicadas with the dog days of 
summer, when their buzzing droning signals 
back to school and cooler weather to come. 
These are the annual cicadas, incorrectly 
called locusts, with green and black bodies 
and green eyes. The emergence of annual ci-
cadas comes and goes without much fanfare. 

However, the emergence of their smaller 
relative, the periodic cicada, is a spectacular 
event that occurs every 17 years in Central In-
diana. By comparison, the numbers of these 
vividly colored insects, with their black and 
orange bodies, orange-red wings and men-
acing red eyes, are of biblical numbers. 

There are twelve broods of periodical cica-
das, most of which are found in the Midwest. 
In our area, we have Brood X, which is set to 
emerge this May when the ground tem-
perature reaches into the 60s, usually after a 
heavy rain. 

So, what should you expect? First of all, 
because of human activity, there will be very 
few cicadas emerging in subdivisions and ur-
ban areas. The largest populations will be in 
rural areas, especially in large wooded tracts 
and state parks. And, we’re talking hundreds 
of insects emerging per square yard over a 
two-week period, which means over 1 mil-
lion per acre!

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

The most impressive thing will be the 
noise the males generate to attract the fe-
males. Cicadas are the world’s loudest insect. 
In forested areas, the sound can equal the 
decibel level of a rock concert. 

After mating, each female lays up to 500 
eggs, utilizing more than 200 species of 
woody plants, favoring oaks, fruit trees and 
maples. Females slice open the tips of tender 
young branches, using an ovipositor to insert 
eggs. 

The nymphs emerge in late June, fall to 
the ground, burrow a foot deep, and attach 
to plant roots to feed. Most of the damaged 
branch tips die, turn brown and drop off. 

Many homeowners needlessly anticipate 
major damage to their landscaping. Most 
people will see few cicadas on their prop-
erty, and the insects prefer mature trees. 
Although it will be somewhat unsightly for 
a few weeks, trees will survive this “pruning.” 
Prepare to be awed by one of nature’s spec-
tacles.

Happy Gardening!

LIFESTYLE

The periodic cicada will emerge in Indiana this summer and bring a spectacular event that occurs every 17 
years in Central Indiana.  (Photo provided by John Chapin)

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with  

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2021 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-31-21.
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