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Danville council approves Mayberry Fest street closure 

The Danville Town Council met March 3 
and granted Dan Distler’s request to close 
the Historic Courthouse Square 8 a.m.-mid-
night May 15 for a one-day Mayberry Fest 
and a red-carpet premiere of the movie, 
“The Mayberry Man,” at the Royal Theater. 
Portions of the independent movie was 
filmed in Danville last summer.

Distler, representing Stark Howell who 

wrote and directed the movie, said the festi-
val will be open to the public and include a 
car show, food and drink vendors, a Mayber-
ry Trivia contest and memorabilia stand. 

That evening the red carpet walk will fea-
ture many of the actors who appear in the 
movie. 

Read more at myhcicon.com/danville-town-
council-approves-mayberry-fest-street-closure

Plainfield receives state Next Level Trails Grant
Gov. Eric Holcomb announced that Plain-

field is one of 18 communities to receive 
Round 2 funding of the State of Indiana’s 
Next Level Trails Grant. The Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources created the Next 
Level Trails program to financially support 
the development of regionally and locally 
significant trails throughout Indiana. Plain-
field will use the awarded $1,712,000 to ex-
tend the existing Vandalia Trail 2.3 miles. 

“The Town of Plainfield is excited to make 
this final connection of the Vandalia Trail 
within the town’s limits,” said town manager 
Andrew Klinger. “We look forward to work-
ing with Hendricks County in the future on 
our shared vision for connecting Plainfield’s 
trail to sections of the National Road Heri-
tage Trail built by the County.”

Read more at myhcicon.com/holcomb-next-
level-trails-grant-plainfield

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 
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Miller & Scott 
P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T

Lawn Care  •  Landscaping 
Snow Removal 

Small excavating 
Driveway Installation 

Lot Clearing  •  Dig Ponds

CALL 317-513-9670

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling
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• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com
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“The Mayberry Man” filmed portions of the independent film in Danville. A red carpet event will take place 
May 15 as part of the film’s opening. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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Pradeep Murthaiah, MD
Brownsburg Family Medical Center

Unmatched orthopedic 
care takes a strong team. 

Get started with our orthopedics and sports medicine team today at hendricks.org/ortho.

Orthopedics Team

COMMUNITY

Avon Town Council approves park land purchase, 
bond and reestablishes tax fund

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Avon Town Council met Feb. 25 at Avon 
Town Hall. The meeting can be viewed on the town’s 
Facebook page. The next meeting was scheduled for 
March 11. The ICON will report on that meeting in the 
next Avon/Plainfield edition. Council meetings are at 
7 p.m. the second and fourth Thursday of the month 
at Avon Town Hall, 6570 E. U.S. 36. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council ratified an 
agreement between the town and Cassandra 
and Marlin Summerlot to purchase 35 acres 
that will be used as park land.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council voted to release a performance bond and 
replace it with a maintenance bond to Pulte Homes for the construction 
and maintenance of storm sewers in the second section of the 
Brownstone subdivision. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The land is located at 170 N. CR 
and 192 N. CR 625 E. The agreement was completed 
between the town staff and the Summerlots before 
the meeting. Although the town staff was authorized 
to enter this agreement through a resolution, town 
attorney Dan Taylor recommended the council ratify 
the agreement. The purchase price is $760,000. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The subdivision is a planned unit development of 65 single-
family homes on 68 acres located northeast of County Road 100 North and 
County Road 900 East. The performance bond for $237,513 covered construction 
of the storm sewers. The maintenance bond of $59,378 ensures Pulte Homes will 
remedy any problems related to the workmanship, materials and design of these 
storm sewers in the second section.

WHAT HAPPENED: An ordinance was approved that reestablishes the 
cumulative development fund. It maintains the maximum property tax at 
five cents for every $100 of the assessed value of a property, which is the 
maximum allowed in Indiana. 

WHAT IT MEANS: This ordinance was introduced at the council’s Feb 11 meeting. 
The public hearing yielded no comments. These property tax dollars are used to 
purchase, construct and develop public buildings and equipment.

WHAT HAPPENED: Town manager Ryan Cannon announced Hendricks 
County towns are working together for a pandemic candlelight vigil. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Avon, Brownsburg, Danville and Plainfield are planning a 
candlelight vigil at Avon Town Hall at 7 p.m. March 13, the one-year anniversary of 
the United States declaring the pandemic a national emergency. The public can 
attend via a live stream on Avon’s Facebook page.

Late spring 
groundbreaking 

possible for proposed 
water park

The biggest news out of the 2021 
State of Washington Township address 
that was held virtually  Feb. 9 was the 
vote the township board took on the 
bond issue for the aquatic center. Before 
Township Trustee Don Hodson spoke 
about the township’s goals, the board 
voted to proceed with Murphy Park and 
bids and bonding. Hodson said if the 
bids and bond rates are favorable, the 
proposed $15 million water park could 
break ground as early as late spring.

The other big news is the progress on 
the new fire station, which is proposed 
near county roads 100 N and 900 E, 
Hodson told the Zoom attendees that a 
bond was secured for the new station at 
a better interest rate than anticipated.

The township ended the year with $13 
million in the bank.

The township set up the rest of its 
goals for 2021 for the rest of the meet-
ing. Most of last year’s goals were post-
poned due to COVID.

Read more at myhcicon.com/late-spring-
ground-breaking-possible-for-water-park
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Plainfield council to purchase 7-acre property, 
approves park facilities cooperative agreement 

WHAT HAPPENED:  The council approval of a letter of intent to purchase approxi-
mately 7 acres along Stout Heritage Parkway (the Storm Water Pond) from HCB Me-
tropolis Indiana, including an option to purchase an additional 13 adjacent acres 
subject to a terms sheet dated March 4, 2021, per the Development Services Report.

WHAT IT MEANS:  The purchase price includes $105,000 for a pond parcel, and $116,750 
per acre for a 13-acre development parcel, totaling $1,622,750.

Compiled by Nicole Davis

The Plainfield Town Council met March 8 via live stream. The council meets at 6 p.m. for 
a work session and 7 p.m. for a meeting on the second and fourth Mondays each month, 
normally at 591 Moon Road. The next meeting is scheduled for March 22.

COMMUNITY

20 Airport Road, Ste. 1100, Brownsburg, IN 46112
317-852-1446

www.brownsburgdentalgroup.com

Brownsburg Dental Group is 
proud to introduce its newest  
associate dentist Jessica Miller.
Dr. Jessica Miller graduated from Indiana University  
School of Dentistry in 2018 with a Doctorate in 

Dental Surgery. Shortly after graduation, 
she and her husband Jake moved to 
Greenville, SC where she practiced for 
the past three years. An Indy native, Dr. 
Miller attended Avon High School and 

graduated from Indiana University-Bloomington 
with a Bachelor’s degree. Dr. Miller is an active 
member in the American Dental Association and 
Indiana Dental Association.

Dr. Miller comes from a family of dentists.  Her 
grandfather, Dr. Jerome Friedman was the first 
dentist to open a practice in Avon in the 1960s.  
Her father, Dr. Gary Friedman founded Brownsburg 
Dental Group in 1995. He is looking forward to her 
carrying on the family tradition.

Outside of dentistry, Dr. Miller enjoys spending time  
with family, friends, and her chocolate lab, Callie.  
Dr. Miller loves traveling, hiking, reading, and trying  
new things. She is excited to return home and serve  
the west side of Indianapolis.

Dr. Miller will start seeing patients in mid-March.  
You can schedule an appointment by calling 
(317)852-1446 or request an appointment at  
info@brownsburgdentalgroup and at our website  
at brownsburgdentalgroup.com.

Dr. Gary Friedman, DDS      |      Dr. Jessica Miller, DDS

Lenten Dinner
In the St. Malachy School Gymnasium  
7410 County Road 1000, Brownsburg

Dinners
All You Can Eat (Anything & Everything)������� $18.00
Full Meal Deal (Entrée, 2 Sides, Drink) ������������$11.00
Basic Dinner (Entrée & 2 Sides) ��������������������$10.00

Entrées: $7.00 (Make any entrée a sandwich)

*Baked Fish (Cod)  •  Fried Shrimp (7 pc)
*Hand Breaded Fried Fish (Cod)

Hand Breaded Fried Catfish

Sides: $2.00 Each

*Baked Potato
*Baked Sweet Potato
*Scalloped Potatoes

*Clam Chowder
*French Fries

*Green Beans
Applesauce

*Mac & Cheese
*Cole Slaw

Drive Up: $10.00 
(Entrée, 2 Sides, Roll)

(Limited Menu. Only Items Marked*)

Other Dishes
Clam Chowder  – Bowl ................... $2.50
Fried Shrimp – 3 pc ....................... $4.00
Cheese Pizza ................................. $2.00
Cheese Sticks ................................. $2.00

Drinks: $1.00 Each

Lemonade - Iced Tea - Fruit Punch
Coffee (FREE Refills)

Bottled Water (per bottle)

St. Malachy Knights of Columbus #12540

February 19, 26
March 5, 12, 19, 26

Fridays
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

WHAT HAPPENED:  The council approved a contract with Cyberian Technologies for 
911 network reconfiguration per the Information Technology Report.

WHAT IT MEANS:  The town asked Cyberian Technologies to put together a proposal to 
simplify the existing network that is used to access various records and communications. 
The current setup is 10 years old and makes troubleshooting challenging due to multiple IT 
support entities across towns in the county.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved the updated Cooperative Agreement for 
Use of Town of Plainfield Park Facilities by Plainfield Youth Athletic Leagues to be 
implemented in 2022.

WHAT IT MEANS: Approval to use Plainfield facilities includes the Plainfield Optimist Club, 
Plainfield Optimist Miracle Movers, Plainfield Teenage Baseball League, Plainfield Lacrosse 
Association, Plainfield Community Aquatics, Plainfield School Corporation (youth leagues). 
Other organizations are to pay a fee. 
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✔
Water Heater Replacements  
Free Estimates ✔ Toilet & Faucet Repairs

✔
Sump Pump & Battery  
Back-up Systems ✔

Tub & Shower Replacements 
Free Estimates

✔ Drain Cleaning ✔
Hose Spigots Repaired 
or Added

✔
Tankless Water Heaters 
Free Estimates ✔

Electronic Leak Detection - Under 
Slab Leaks

✔
Water Softener Replacements  
Free Estimates ✔ Garbage Disposal Replaced

✔ Gas Line & Gas Repairs ✔ Trenching & Backhoe Services

Schedule Online at www.CartersMyPlumber.com

859-9999859-999931
7

31
7

Kelson Carter

•  New Bradford 
White Water Heater

•  40 or 50 Gallon
•  Standard Tall Gas 

or Electric
• 6 Year Parts & 6 Year Tank Warranty
• Enhanced performance & Intelligent Diagnostics

Water HeaterWater Heater
InstalledInstalled

$$150150

#CO88900054

“Hot Water Today or“Hot Water Today or
ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: No other plumber makes you this bold promise...No other plumber makes you this bold promise...

SAVE

It’s You We Pay!”It’s You We Pay!”™™

*Get a free Estimate on all Water Heater Installations.  Some restrictions apply. Coupon must be 
presented at time of service.  

Prince of Plumbing

* Some restrictions apply - call office for details
Mention this ad and SAVEMention this ad and SAVE

SAVE SAVE $$50 OFF50 OFF
Plumbing ServicesPlumbing Services
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Rose-Hulman professor from Avon 
leads an effort to bring more diversity 

to the STEM field and crush stereotypes

GETTING TO KNOW  
CARLOTTA BERRY
Best advice I ever received was ... 

Don’t select a career or a job for the money but in order to 
do what you love so that you would even be willing to do it 
for free if you did not have bills of course. This is how I feel 
about teaching engineering.

A person who inspires me: 
Dr. Ayanna Howard is a Black woman roboticist at Georgia 
Tech who recently became dean of engineering at The Ohio 
State University. She inspires me because she was the first 
Black woman contemporary in robotics that I ever met.

I’m currently reading/watching: 
I love to read romance novels, but most of my day now is 
working on my own novel about an African American fe-
male engineering professor. This is my first fictional book, 
and I am excited for it to be released to change the face of 
engineering. I also just finished a book by Dr. Ayanna How-
ard that addresses bias in AI (artificial intelligence) and the 
need for more diversity in AI and robotics, “Sex, Race and 
Robots.”

Favorite place to eat or hang out in Hendricks County: 
Hendricks Regional Health YMCA group dance classes be-
cause before the pandemic this was my go-to place to exer-
cise. It worked well for me because I hate exercise.

If I could tell my younger self something: 
It would be to be confident in yourself and your abilities 
and know that you are more than enough so you should 
walk with your head held high and be proud of what you 
can accomplish.

My favorite robot technology is: 
That’s a hard question to answer. Since my area is human-
robot interaction, I think I like the technologies that afford 
more seamless or natural interaction with people, so I 
would say machine learning, natural language processing. 
But I am also a controls engineer, so I love the Boston Dy-
namics videos, which show the dog robot able to walk on 
ice and run and not fall over, even when kicked.

When I’m not working, I’m usually: 
Watching reality TV, reading a romance novel or cross 
stitching.

My most rewarding career moment so far has been: 
Being the first Black woman to earn tenure and promotion 
to full professor at Rose-Hulman.

Something new I’m trying is: 
Being more engaged on social media and promoting and 
marketing myself. This is not common for many profes-
sors and STEM professionals, so it is a unique way to find 
collaborators, opportunities and to promote my work to a 
broader and more diverse audience.                     

The pandemic has taught me: 
To live every moment to the fullest and seize opportunities 
when they come with no regrets. This is what we did with 
Black in Engineering and Black Engineering Faculty Speak, 
and it has proven to be so rewarding.

By Lindsay Doty 

When Carlotta Berry, an electrical and computer engi-
neering professor at Rose-Hulman Institute of Technol-
ogy, started her career 20 years ago, she was the only 
Black woman in her field. Two decades later, not much has 
changed but she’s working to encourage more diversity in 
her field. 

“I’m the only black woman faculty member at Rose-Hul-
man. It’s me. That’s it,” said Berry, who is the first African-
American female tenured and full professor at the school. 

The Avon resident who has commuted to Terre Haute, 
Ind., over the years to teach courses in everything from 
human-robot interaction to electrical engineering design 
has a mission. 

She wants everyone to know Black STEM — science, 
technology, engineering and math — matters. 

Berry is among the leaders of Black in Engineering, a 
national network of 400 Black engineering and computer 
science faculty across the country working to inspire posi-
tive change and stand in solidarity with Black people in 
America. 

“I want to know I did something. It keeps me rejuvenat-
ed,” said Berry. “Not just for that little Black girl but also for 
that junior faculty member. I don’t want to keep hearing the 
same stories in 20 years.”

The group formed in 2020 amid the Black Lives Matter 
movement. 

Black academics and scholars from across the country 
began discussing their shared experiences with discrimina-
tion through the hashtag #BlackInTheIvory.

“You didn’t see a lot of engineers from computer scienc-
es,” Berry said. “The reason is there are so few of us.”

Berry teamed up with other professors in her field to dis-
cuss what they could do to improve the climate for STEM 
faculty. 

The result has been a video series, co-produced by Berry, 
that approached topics like “What it means to be Black in 
Robotics.” The movement is gaining major traction on social 
media platforms, and Berry says much more is coming. 

“We are now getting public speaking requests weekly,” 
said Berry. “We have received lots of positive responses, but 
most of all we want to see some changes in the academy.”

She says Black faculty represent only 2.4% of faculty in 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
fields.

“Engineering has a severe marketing problem,” she said. 
“It’s always an image of little white boys with dad in the ga-
rage. It completely stigmatized the field.”

“There’s a lot of Dilbert and Sheldon,” she said, referring 
to two popular fictional engineering characters in pop cul-
ture. “There’s nothing wrong with that, but we need more 
than that.”

She’s working to inspire the next generation of 

engineers, no matter race or gender.
“Engineering is for anyone who wants to learn and has 

an interest.”
Berry has inspired students to learn by tinkering, hacking 

and making mistakes. During the pandemic, she shipped 
low-cost kits to students’ homes to keep up the skills. 

“She organized a virtual student panel for my daughter 
during the pandemic that was instrumental in getting my 
daughter to come to Rose,” said engineering parent Karen 
Sleezer. 

Berry is currently on sabbatical and working on software 
for Eli Lilly. She hopes to integrate the real-world lesson 
when she returns to the classroom.

Back in Hendricks County, where titles like “Dr. Berry” are 
left at the door in exchange for Carlotta or just “mom” she 
mentors in other ways.

Berry helped lead an all-girls robotics team with her 
daughter’s Girl Scout troop in Avon before COVID. 

“Gamer Girlz is on hiatus with the pandemic, but we are 
coming back,” she said smiling.  

For Berry, the engineering path wasn’t always the clear-
cut choice. 

As a young girl, she had her heart set on becoming a 
school teacher like her mom, a hard-working single mother 
who loved the classroom.

It wasn’t until 10th grade a counselor suggested she pur-
sue engineering because of her knack for science and math. 

“I didn’t know what engineering was,” Berry said with a 
laugh. 

“I went to a physical library and looked up ‘engineer,’” she 
said about the pre-Google days. 

It wasn’t until Georgia Tech that Berry was sold on STEM. 
But she often felt like an outcast.

Carlotta Berry gives a lecture on robotics to middle school youth to 
inspire them to pursue careers in STEM. She describes using remote 
control to quickly drive a mobile robot through an obstacle course.  
(Photo courtesy of Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Bryan Cantwell)



March 12, 2021
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
7COVER STORY

Kitchen & Bath Remodels   •   Basement Build-Outs   •   Interior/Exterior Painting 
Cabinet Painting   •   Carpentry   •   Flooring   •   Decorative Concrete 

Roofs   •   Windows   •   Siding   •   Gutters   •   Doors and more!

Contact us today!
(317) 701-4821

Servicing Hendricks County for Over 25 years   •   Licensed, Bonded, Insured

10% OFF 
ALL SPRING BOOKINGS

FREE estimates available.

Continued on PAGE 6

In her spare time, 
Carlotta Berry helps 
lead the robotics 
team Gamer Girlz 
that includes her 
daughter’s Girl 
Scout troop in Avon. 
(Photo provided by 
Berry and taken pre-
pandemic) 

“I wanted to change the face of engineer-
ing by showing that the profession could 
be cool, interesting, exciting, engaging and 
most importantly, diverse,” Berry said.

Berry seems to be doing just that. The 
50-year-old prof who also enjoys reading 
steamy romance novels and dance classes at 
the Avon Y is anything but boring. 

Her list of accolades to inspire change isn’t 
short. 

She penned an opinion piece in 2012 for 
New York Times that highlights issues for 
women in electrical and computer engi-
neering. She co-founded Rose-Hulman’s 
Building Undergraduate Diversity (Rose-
BUD) program, which encourages students 

from underrepresented groups toward STEM 
careers, and recently received the FIRST Ro-
botics program’s Game Changer Award after 
being a volunteer and judge for robotics 
competitions throughout Indiana — to name 
a few.

For Berry, making a difference is the ulti-
mate challenge. 

“Diversity in STEM is not just important for 
inspiring future generations but also because 
diverse teams yield the best solutions to 
problems and make sure that they work for 
the largest group of people,” she said.

ON THE COVER: Carlotta Berry in her office in the 
electrical and computer engineering department at 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. She sits next 
to the NI DANI robot and the inverted pendulum 
system used in her controls course. (Photo courtesy of 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Bryan Cantwell)

www.CumberlandTrace.us

Take our free healthcare assessment at cardon.us/Icon

ASSISTED LIVING • REHABILITATION 
LONG TERM CARE
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              out of style.               out of style. 

Senior Living
ASSISTED LIVING . REHABILITATION . LONG TERM CARE 

MEMORY SUPPORT
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By Lindsay Doty

Hendricks County public librarians have 
not pulled the six Dr. Seuss books that have 
been discontinued by the publisher due to 
offensive imagery. 

This month, Dr. Seuss Enterprises, the 
company that oversees the legacy of the 
late children’s author’s estate, announced it 
would stop publishing six Dr. Seuss books 
because the works “portray people in ways 
that are hurtful and wrong.”

The books include his first title in 1937 
“And To Think That I Saw It On Mulberry 
Street.” The others include “If I Ran The 
Zoo,” “McElligot’s Pool,” “On Beyond Zebra!,” 
“Scrambled Eggs Super!” and “The Cat’s 
Quizzer.” 

“Ceasing sales of these books is only part 
of our commitment and our broader plan to 
ensure Dr. Seuss Enterprises’s catalog rep-
resents and supports all communities and 
families,” the company said in a statement. 

Currently, the titles are still on the shelves 
for patrons at public libraries throughout 
Hendricks County.

“The Plainfield Public Library does have 
some of the six titles on shelves in vari-
ous formats. We are part of a consortium of 
nearly 120 public libraries across the state, 
and all of these titles are readily available 
from other member library collections,” said 
Montie Manning, executive director of the 
Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library.

Decisions regarding the library’s collection 

are made following the library’s board-ap-
proved collection development policy and 
anticipates a near-future discussion.

“As library professionals, we reaffirm our 
commitment to children by inspiring in 
them a love of reading that not only gives 
them a window into the world but also 
provides a mirror that reflects their own ex-
periences,” said Manning. “Moreover, we rec-
ognize that representation matters and that 
we should work toward making sure people 

are represented accurately and respectfully.”
Denise Robinson, director of the Browns-

burg Public Library says a publisher’s deci-
sion isn’t an automatic pull for the library. 

“A publisher has the right to stop printing 
or producing a title that they own. We be-
lieve in the freedom of choice and freedom 
from censorship for our community,” she said. 

The Avon-Washington Township Public 
Library currently owns four of the six titles. 

“All of the titles are currently checked out 
to patrons, and most have typically circu-
lated over 150 times since the copy was pur-
chased,” said Laurel Setser, director of the 
Avon-Washington Township Public Library. 
“When it comes to the appropriateness of 
any material for children, we always defer to 
the parent.”

Local elementary school librarians are 
making their own decisions about the titles.  

The previous Danville South librarian had 
already pulled those titles about three years 
ago, said current librarian Michelle Barber. 

Schools often celebrate Seuss’ birthday 
on March 2 with coloring pages and dress-
up days, but some said that this year was 
toned down.

“I did not specifically celebrate Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday with my students, but instead I 
chose to celebrate Read Across America 
week to celebrate the joy of reading,” said 
Barber.

COMMUNITY

We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  
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The number of COVID-19 vaccines 
IU Health West Hospital anticipates 
giving each week at its clinic. Pittsboro 
pharmacist Ryan Davis was the first 
healthcare worker to receive it Feb. 23, 
followed by fellow pharmacist, Jamie 
Conley-Lebeter who lives in Brownsburg. 
The appointment-only clinic opened to 
all eligible individuals Feb. 25. The clinic 
will be open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Friday. 

300300
(Photos provided by Berkley Rios, IU Health West Hospital)

Avon schools face bus driver shortage 
By Lindsay Doty

The Avon Community School Corpora-
tion has a shortage of bus drivers that could 
reach a critical level, according to district 
leaders. 

The district is struggling to find the num-
ber of drivers needed to complete daily 
routes. 

“We have to have 108 drivers each morn-
ing and 38 aides on the buses. If not, the 
bus doesn’t move,” said Keith Haston, ACSC 
assistant director of transportation.

He said they are currently short five driv-
ers and also have a high rate of absences 
and turnover.

“We are hoping to get the word out and 
get some applications. For every 10 applica-
tions, I get one good one,” said Haston, who 
drove a bus for several years before taking 
on a leadership role. 

He knows it’s a big responsibility but an 
important one. 

There are approximately 437 routes that 
transport more than 8,500 students to and 
from Avon schools every day.

The district created a “Help Us Get off the 

Struggle Bus” post on Facebook in hopes of 
getting some interested applicants.

ACSC bus drivers work an average of 5 
and a half hours a day with two to three 
routes in the morning and afternoon. 

Pay ranges from $100-$140 a day, de-
pending on experience.

Even though a driver has a 182 days per 
year schedule, they receive the same ben-
efits as a worker who is employed for 260 

days a year. Benefits include sick days, per-
sonal days, health insurance and access to 
the clinic. Drivers are on the same schedule 
as students with summer, fall, Christmas and 
spring breaks.

Qualified applicants receive free training 
to obtain a certified driving license. 

To apply, head to bit.ly/AvonBus. 
While shuffling kids to and from school 

every morning and afternoon may seem like 
just a driving gig, but school leaders say it’s 
much more. 

“Drivers [and] aides have a unique ability 
to mentor students. They are the first ones 
a student sees in the morning and the last 
person they see during the evening,” said 
Kevin Carr, ACSC spokesperson. 

If the driver shortage continues, the dis-
trict will begin stacking routes. This means 
that a normal route driver will start picking 
up students from the bus that was affected 
by the driver shortage after they run their 
normal routes. If that happens, the affected 
students will be late for class and later re-
turning home in the evening.

Buses sit outside Avon Intermediate School West 
ready to pick up students. (Photo provided by Avon 
Community School Corporation)

“McElligot’s Pool,” “And To Think That I Saw It On 
Mulberry Street” and “If I Ran The Zoo” were among 
the six Dr. Seuss books that have been discontinued 
by the publisher for portraying people in ways that 
are hurtful and wrong.  (Photo by Gretchen Becker)

HC libraries to keep discontinued Dr. Seuss books on shelves 
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HISTORY finds
Sprinkle bottles

Hendricks County Museum in Danville opened March 5 for its regular 2021 hours of operation, 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Come visit to see the special focus on a few of the county’s town-
ships and our main roads: U.S. 41, U.S. 36, Indiana 136 and Indiana 267. Other redecorated rooms 
hold refreshed interest. hendrickscountymusuem.com

By Deanna Hindsley 

So, here’s a pressing question — What 
were these two bottles used for? Believe 
it or not, it has something to do with well-
ironed clothes.

Those who are a little older will know 
about these bottles. But those whose 
lifetime is in the age of permapress (that 
word isn’t even in the spellcheck diction-
ary) might not have any idea.

Before fabric evolved to the 1950s-era 
invention of permanent press, people ac-
tually had to iron all of their clothes. Not 
anymore. I recently lost my iron for three 
months, and I found it in the drawer in my 
dryer pedestal.

In pre-permapress days, Cokes came in 
tall bottles with perforated caps and were 
available in any grocery store. The day be-
fore people planned to iron, they would 
drape each piece of clothing on a table 

and sprinkle it with water from a Coke 
bottle or a fancier bottle like the one pic-
tured. Owners then folded clothing items 
lengthwise a couple of times, rolled and 
bundled them in a plastic-lined basket. 
Sitting overnight would allow a damp-
ness to permeate throughout, and the 
piece could be ironed to perfection.

COMMUNITY

HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

By Ken Sebree

With more than half 
of adults and a quarter 
of youth not getting the 
recommended amount 
of exercise each day, resi-
dents can get outside and 
use Hendricks County 
resources. Health experts 
recommend young people 
should get 60 minutes of 
daily exercise, and adults 
should have 150 minutes 
of moderate to vigor-
ous activity each week to 
maintain health and to de-
crease the risk of chronic 
health conditions.

Communities through-
out Hendricks County 
have recognized the im-
portance of developing 
public multi-use recreational trails for 
walking, running and bicycling. Many of 
these trails pass through quiet wooded 
areas, which adds to an already pleasant 
experience. 

Residents may be surprised to learn 
that Hendricks County now has more 
than 80 miles of recreational trails, and 
no spot in the county is more than just 
a few miles from a trail system, with sev-
eral communities planning expansions. 
Some will connect to other trail systems, 
too. The best part is that these trails are 
available to everyone to use for free.

No matter where you work, live or 
play, find these wonderful recreational 
trails in the Hendricks County commu-
nities:

• Danville: Ellis Park and Blanton 
Woods are linked by more than 6 
miles of trails.

• Amo and Coatesville: This sec-
tion of the Vandalia Trail continues 
12 miles west to Greencastle and 
will eventually continue east to 
connect with the Vandalia Trail in 
Plainfield.

• Brownsburg: Williams Park and 
Arbuckle Acres Park have about 4 
miles of trails with more planned. 
The B&O Trail passes through 
Brownsburg and now has more 
than 8 miles of paved multi-use 
trail that will eventually connect to 
portions in Speedway.

• Plainfield: The town began devel-
oping its recreational trail system 
almost 20 years ago, and now the 
trail network is extensive. Plainfield 
has the 4.5-mile Vandalia Trail, 3.5-
mile White Lick Creek Trail, 4 miles 
of trails in Hummel Park and vari-
ous neighborhood trails account-
ing for another 5 miles.

• Avon: Washington Township Park 
and nearby Avon Town Hall Park 
are linked with a total of about 8 
miles, including a newly-complet-
ed section of the White Lick Creek 
Trail that when completed will link 
to the Vandalia Trail in Plainfield 
and the B&O Trail.

• Hendricks County Parks & Rec-
reation: McCloud Nature Park in 
the northwest corner of the county 
and Gibbs Memorial Park, sched-
uled to open in 2021 in the south-
east, have about 10 miles of hiking 
trails that loop through beautiful, 
unspoiled wooded areas.

We are very fortunate to have all 
these recreational opportunities at our 
doorstep, free for everyone to enjoy.

Hendricks County offers numerous 
recreational trails for outdoor fun

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect and 
resident of Hendricks County for well 
over 40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

Dogs Bonnie and Clyde recently enjoyed time on the B&O Trail. 
(Photo provided by Heather Newman Photography)
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Wish you 
could distance 
yourself 
from knee 
or hip pain?

At our seminar you’ll:
� Hear from our highly 

skilled surgeons
� Discover the bene� ts of 

our personalized approach
� Learn more about our 

experienced care team
� Get answers to the most 

common questions about hip and knee pain

Learn how to distance yourself from the pain without 
leaving home. View one of our free, online seminars 
to learn the facts about hip and knee surgery.

You can. We can help.

Register for a free, online hip & knee pain seminar. 
Visit iuhealth.org/joints.

IU Health West Hospital  |  1111 N. Ronald Reagan Parkway in Avon

©2021 IUHealth

Michael Gabbard, MD Ripley Worman, MD

COMMUNITY

ICONICbriefs Plainfield library  
brings back silent  
auction, book sale

The Plainfield-Guilford Township Pub-
lic Library brought back its silent auction 
March 1. Each month silent auction items 
are displayed in the library lobby, 1120 Staf-
ford Road. Patrons can bid for the items and 
will be contacted at the end of the month if 
they have the win. The auction may contain 
a variety of books or other items, including 
an Easter surprise this month.

The Friends of the Library Used Book 
Sales are also making a comeback. The first 
post-COVID-19 Used Book Sale is during 
regular library hours March 17-21. Fiction 
and non-fiction books, games puzzles, vid-
eos and more are on sale.

Two Hendricks County 
women selected as 2021 
500 Festival princesses 

The 500 Festival, a nonprofit that orga-
nizes events and programs 
that celebrate the spirit and 
legacy of the Indianapolis 
500, announced that Miran-
da Bieghler of Plainfield and 
Claire Rightley of Avon were 
chosen as 2021 500 Festival 
Princesses.

Bieghler is a graduate of 
South Putnam High School 
and a junior at Manchester 
University majoring in el-
ementary education. Right-
ley is an Avon High School 
graduate and a junior at Pur-
due University majoring in 
cybersecurity. 

Serving as a 500 Festival 
Princess provides young 
women with opportunities for leadership 
and professional development. The 2021 
500 Festival Princesses represent 16 Indi-
ana colleges and universities and 21 cities 
and towns across the state. With a cumu-
lative GPA of 3.74, this year’s 500 Festival 
Princesses were selected from hundreds of 
applicants based on communication skills, 
academic performance, community involve-
ment, commitment to service and leader-
ship. For more information, visit 500festival.
com/princessprogram or search #Princess-
Program on social media.

Leadership Hendricks 
County to host 

development workshop
Leadership Hendricks County is offering a 

leadership development workshop, Holding 
Yourself and Others Accountable, 8-11:30 
a.m. April 16 at the Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds & Conference Complex. 1900 E. 
Main St., Danville. 

Participants will learn how to improve 
performance through accountability, rec-
ognize the victim cycle and “above the line” 
behaviors and apply tools to help everyone 
remain accountable. Cost: $99 for non-
members and $75 for members of Leader-
ship Hendricks County and Avon, Browns-
burg, Danville, and Plainfield chambers of 
commerce. Register at leadershiphendricks-
county.org. Call (317) 718-6178.

Hendricks County 
legislative breakfasts 

resume 
Hendricks Power Cooperative, Hendricks 

County Farm Bureau and North Salem State 
Bank will resume hosting the 2021 Legisla-
tive Breakfast series at 7 a.m. March 29 and 
April 26 at the Hendricks Power Exposition 
Hall, Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds, 
1900 E. Main St., Danville.

Elected officials Sen. John Crane, Sen. 
Mike Young, Rep. Greg Steuerwald, Rep. Jeff 
Thompson and Rep. Bob Behning have been 
invited to speak. The public event allows 
comments and questions as time allows.

RSVP to janna.bolen@infarmbureau.com 
by March 25 and April 22.

Local students named 
to Franklin College 

president’s, dean’s lists
Franklin College announced top students 

for the fall semester who completed at least 
12 credit hours. 

Senior Madison Short, daughter of Tom 
and Kristi Short of Avon, was named to 
the president’s list. President’s list students 
earned a perfect 4.0 grade point average.

The following Hendricks County students 
have been named to the dean’s list: Gavin 
Collier of Avon, Shelby Crockett of Pittsboro, 
Audrey Dykes of Plainfield, Rylee Elder of 
Avon, Maddison Holubik of Brownsburg, 
Jada Jones of Plainfield, Magdalene Mcguire 
of Plainfield, Alyssa Schell of Brownsburg, 
Calista Spears of Plainfield and Nhi Tra of 
Brownsburg. Dean’s list students earned a 
grade point average of at least 3.5 but less 
than 4.0. 

Bieghler

Rightley
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SECOND TO NONE

Get unmatched access to Indiana’s 
  top breast cancer surgeons.
Betty Fan, DO is currently accepting new patients. 
Call today to schedule an appointment: 317.944.7874.

Notables
Compiled by Mike Beas

Sixth-ranked Plainfield claimed its 
first boys basketball sectional in 22 
years with a 29-28 win over Browns-
burg in the championship game of the 
Class 4A Avon Sectional. Senior Aiden 
Moyers led the way for the Quakers 
(23-2) with a season-high 16 points, 
followed by senior post Ian Scott 
with eight points, nine rebounds and 
three assists. In a semifinal, Plainfield 
downed the host Orioles, 58-39, as ju-
nior Chrison McCray finished with 10 
points, sophomore Josh Davis seven 
and senior guard Mitchell O’Mara 
six for Avon. The Quakers were led by 
junior Cael Vanderbush’s 29 points 
and six boards with Scott adding 10 
points, 11 boards and three blocks 
and senior Dayne Gardner eight 
points. Plainfield faces Mt. Vernon in 
the 12 p.m. semifinal at Saturday’s 
Southport Regional.

At the 2A sectional at Cloverdale, 
the Cascade Cadets defeated Riverton 
Parke, 68-65, in a first-round game, but 
they lost to North Putnam in the semi-
final round, 70-59. The Cadets ended 
the season with a record of 5-16.

In the boys state swimming and 
diving finals, Avon placed 24th in the 
team standings with Plainfield tied 
for 28th. For the Orioles, Maverick 
Bray took seventh in the 100 back-
stroke and ninth in the 100 butterfly. 
The Quakers’ Brian Beasley finished 
seventh in the 100 breaststroke and 
Brock Kinnamon was 16th in both 
the 200 and 500 freestyle while also 
taking part in the 15th-place 400 free 
relay. Other members of relay were 
Patrick DeWitt, Grant VanWanzeele 
and Xander Straw.

Avon senior looks forward to 
long-awaited softball season

After missing last season, Avon senior Madi Lockridge will lead the team  
and play second base. She plans to play softball at DePauw University. 
(Photo by Dave Gansert)

By Mike Beas

Any first-year softball coach would be thrilled to inherit an 
experienced second baseman capable of anchoring that team’s 
defense.

Senior Madi Lockridge fills that role at tradition-rich Avon, a 
program so far responsible for nine sectional championships, three 
regionals and the Class 4A state title in 2016.

Lockridge, who bats left-handed, is implemented in the Orioles’ 
offense as the leadoff, No. 2 or No. 5 hitter. The same work ethic 
she’s demonstrated throughout her career has proven invaluable, 
particularly in light of the 2020 season being canceled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Madi has to be the hardest-working player I’ve ever coached,” 
said Avon coach Harley Skinner, now the head coach after being 
an assistant the past three seasons. “One of the major things is that 
Madi doesn’t just show up. She’s very person-first, and if there’s a 
problem in what she’s doing, she’ll stay until 8 o’clock if she has to to 
fix it.”

Lockridge carries a 4.4 grade-point average and will attend 
DePauw University where she plans to play softball and study sports 
medicine. The Tigers are considered one of the best in Division III, 
based on their current No. 9 ranking nationally.

Avon, which last played in a 5-1 loss to Terre Haute North in the 
first round of the 2019 Mooresville Sectional, starts the season 
March 30 at home against Noblesville.

Lockridge did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: As a second baseman for one of the state’s best softball 
programs, what are the biggest challenges you face?

A: There definitely is pressure playing because there have been 
so many great second basemen go through Avon. Herb Chasteen 
is still one of the assistant coaches, and he reminds me pretty 
much every practice of the girls who played before me and what 
they accomplished. Honestly, I’m okay with it because I’ve always 
looked up to people older than me.

Q: Last year, there were no spring sports because of the 
pandemic. Does it feel strange knowing you haven’t played a 
game in two years?

A: It definitely does. It’s a big test to try to step it up and lead 

these younger classes because they’ve only played (at most) one 
year of varsity. I’ve been working out a lot and doing conditioning. 
I really wanted to focus more on the speed side.

Q: Is this season going to be more about team success or just 
having fun with teammates and coaches?

A: It will be about having fun but still a balance of both. At the 
end of the day, I just want to win as much as I can. I definitely 
think we’ll have a very solid team. We have power and speed 
throughout the lineup and three pitchers who are really good.
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By Mike Beas

The Hall of Fame basketball coach can still 
visualize the sequence of events that paint 
a most accurate picture of one of her tough-
est, most-resilient point guards.

It’s the early-1990s, the Rushville girls are 
playing a sectional game against Shelbyville 
and an inbounds play has been set up to 
take advantage of Debbie Lacy’s skillset.

Cinda Rice Brown, the Rushville girls 
coach from 1975-2000, remembers Lacy 
drawing contact — or at least finding a way 
to sell it as such to game officials.

“She got to shoot free throws and was 
way ahead of her time, obviously,” remem-
bers Rice Brown, 74, owner of 448 career 
victories with the Lady Lions and an Indiana 
Basketball Hall of Fame inductee in 2002. 
“Debbie played it for all it was worth.”

Three decades later, nothing has 
changed.

Now known as Debbie Smiley, the sixth-
year Brownsburg girls basketball coach 
is coming off a season in which she led 
the Bulldogs to the Class 4A champion-
ship game against Crown Point at Bankers 
Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. It was the 
program’s first appearance in a finals since 
1991, which, ironically, was the coach’s final 
season playing for Rice Brown.

Born and raised in Rushville, Ind., Smiley, 
like so many girls in the area, aspired to 
one day suit up as a Lady Lion. She played 
varsity all four seasons at Rushville, the final 
three as a starter. All of 5-foot-3-inch, Smiley 
possessed court smarts and a tenacity that 
helped put the Lady Lions into the single-
class regional all four years of her prep 
career and to the semistate championship 
game her junior campaign.

Smiley played for the Franklin College 
women’s basketball teams from 1991-1995. 
She returned to the Grizzlies program as an 
assistant coach, which effectively launched 
the career she enjoys today.

“It kind of dropped in my lap,” said Smi-
ley, 48. “Franklin College offered after my 
senior year if I would come back as an as-
sistant. I had never really thought about it 

Traits that made Debbie 
Smiley an outstanding point 
guard lead to her success as 

Brownsburg’s girls coach

GETTING TO KNOW 
COACH DEBBIE SMILEY 

Tell us a little about yourself. 
Where you were raised and the 
path you took before taking the 
Brownsburg job six years ago?
I was born and raised in Rushville, 
the youngest of six kids. I played 
three sports all through high school 
and college. I spent six years as an 
assistant coach at Franklin College, 
two years as an assistant at Green-
wood High School, 12 years as head 
coach there and am in my sixth year 
at Brownsburg.

Prior to coming to Brownsburg, how 
much purple was in your wardrobe?

My wardrobe went from green to pur-
ple overnight, according to my kids.

You are a former point guard your-
self. Why do point guards often go 
on to become successful coaches?

I feel like point guards are similar 
to quarterbacks on the football 
team. By the nature of the posi-
tion, they tend to be leaders and 
thinkers. Like quarterbacks, point 
guards have to know every posi-
tion, touches the ball the most and 
calls the plays.

Your daughter, Kiera, is a starting 
guard for this year’s Bulldogs squad. 
Does having a child play for you 
change in any way the manner in 
which you coach?

No.
How rewarding has this season been 
given all the pandemic-related hur-
dles your program has had to clear 
to get to this point?

It has been an extra stressful sea-
son for sure, but it has forced us to 
be resilient. We have had to fight 
extra hard, so it makes it even 
more rewarding.

but thought it could be something I might 
enjoy.”

Smiley worked three seasons for then-
Grizzlies head coach Lisa Mahan and anoth-
er three for Mahan’s successor, Gene White. 
Starting in 1997, she began teaching at 
nearby Greenwood High School, serving as 
the cross country coach in the fall and track 
and field coach in the spring.

Two seasons as a Woodmen girls basket-
ball assistant in time evolved into Smiley 
taking over as head coach prior to the 2003-
04 season. Her first two Greenwood squads 
were a combined 5-35, the kind of record 
that makes some coaches second-guess 
their career choice.

“It was a struggle because I had always 
been on winning teams. I wasn’t used to 
that,” said Smiley. “That’s the mindset that I 
had to change. I just started scheduling re-
ally tough teams and the kids bought in.”

Eight of Smiley’s final 10 Woodmen ball 
clubs posted double-digit win totals, the 
best being the 2011-12 team that advanced 
to a 4A regional and finished 20-3. Former 
Greenwood boys basketball coach Bruce 
Hensley, a mentor to Smiley in the 12 years 
she served as the school’s girls coach, had a 
frontrow seat watching his friend grow the 
program the way she did.

“The thing that comes to mind with Deb-
bie is that she’s so competitive,” said Hens-
ley. “You just learn to use it to your advan-
tage, and the kids, they see that in her. You 
have to learn from the losses but not let it 
consume you. And you can’t coach every kid 
the same way.”

Or every team, particularly one facing 
more than its share of COVID-19-related 
challenges the way this Brownsburg team 
did. People often forget the Bulldogs start-
ed the season 1-3 and stood 8-10 after a 
64-60 home loss to Pike on Jan. 19. Once at 
full-strength, Brownsburg tore off nine con-
secutive wins, including a 53-47 overtime 
defeat of No. 1 North Central in a regional 
semifinal.

Led by senior guard and Ball State com-
mitment Ally Becki, the Bulldogs won their 
first six tournament games by an average of 
18.3 points.

Now retired and living in Florida, the 
woman who put Rushville girls basketball 
on the map was looking forward to watch-
ing her one time point guard coach on the 
biggest of stages.

“She was one of the best,” Rice Brown said 
of Smiley. “If you can imagine a tiger in a 
cage trying to get out to get the ball. Deb-
bie was just the ultimate defensive player 

and loved to run the show on offense. I’m 
sure her personality as far as being intense 
carries over to her (Brownsburg) players.”

From playing as point guard in high school to coaching the Bulldogs to the state championship, Debbie 
Smiley uses her basketball IQ to win games. (Photo by Jacob Mussleman)
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL  
JOURNALISM
BECOME AN ICONIC INVESTOR  

Rick Myers | Owner & Publisher | 317-451-4088

“Reading the Hendricks County ICON is a highlight for me! The publication about people and organizations in our 
community is always full of positive stories, helpful information and well-written articles that give me the opportunity to learn 
more about Brownsburg and Hendricks County. Instead of just reporting news, I love how the ICON focuses on people, their 

passions and all of the reasons that our community is a great place to live. Making a gift to the Support Local Journalism 
campaign will support the Hendricks County ICON as it continues to share these messages of positivity and kindness.”

-  Rene Behrend, Executive Director, Brownsburg Education Foundation

Because of the slow death of metro daily newspapers, some, including those who purchase advertising, have been 
conditioned to believe that print is dead. That couldn’t be further from the truth (94 percent ICON readership in each of 
38,000-plus Hendricks County households – SMARI, Inc.). The real truth is, community newspapers have become collateral 
damage – branded unfairly – because of the headlines that failing metro daily newspaper have created for themselves.   

In 2008, the Hendricks County ICON was launched with one mission in mind: create a brand of locally owned, free and 
independent journalism that is second to none. We believe in the 12 years since that first monthly issue was mailed, we’ve 
accomplished that and some – but there is more work to do, more Hendricks County stories to tell. 

Our best days are ahead, but we need your help. You are invited to become an ICONic Investor. Your one-time annual $25 
investment will help us continue to provide you all of the wonderful stories and photos that make Hendricks County the 
great place it is to live and work. We are proud of and grateful for being the purveyor of local news and information that, 
in many cases, cannot otherwise be consumed – we are writing, each week, the pages of Hendricks County history. Please 
go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online or send it to 5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123. Thank 
you for your support of Hendricks County journalism!
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AVON

Esther Mae Marcum Riggs
Esther Mae Marcum Riggs, 92, left her temporary 
home to live with her Savior 
on Feb. 26, 2021. Born to Roy 
Raymond Marcum and Mildred 
Marcum (Wroten) on March 31, 
1928, in Noblesville, Ind., Esther 
grew up attending Calvary Bap-
tist Church. A 1946 graduate 
of Noblesville High School, Es-
ther worked various jobs until 
retiring from RCA. Esther was 
preceded in death by her parents and step father 
Kenneth Wroten, brothers Raymond Marcum and 
Kenny Marcum and nephew David Marcum. She 
is survived by daughter Pam (Ron) Davidson, sons 
Brad (Rita) Riggs and Brian (Beth) Riggs, six grand-
children, 14 great-grandchildren and many nieces 
and nephews. An avid reader and puzzle worker, 
her last residence was Park Square Manor in Avon 
where she made many friends and enjoyed serv-
ing as an ambassador and playing bingo.  Her 
love for her Lord and family was a constant and 
was apparent to all who met her. A memorial 
service is scheduled for 11 a.m. April 10, 2021, at 
Connection Pointe Christian Church, Brownsburg. 
Attendees must social distance and wear masks.  
Contributions may be made to NHS Alumni Asso-
ciation, in memory.

Ronald E. Hart Sr.
Ronald E. Hart Sr., 82, passed away Feb. 25, 2021. 
He was born April 3, 1938. Services were held 
March 5 at The Church by the Side of the Road, 
Avon. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted 
with arrangements. Contributions may be made 
to The Gathering Together.

Mary A. Turner
Mary A. Turner, 63, passed away Feb. 25, 2021. She 
was born Sept. 21, 1957. Services were held March 
4 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Ronald E. Hart Sr.
Ronald E. Hart Sr., 82, passed away Feb. 25, 2021. 
He was born April 3, 1938. Services were held 
March 5 at The Church by the Side of the Road. 
Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted with 
arrangements. Contributions may be made to The 
Gathering Together.

BROWNSBURG

William E. Zollars
William E. Zollars, 89, passed away Feb. 23, 2021. 
He was born May 3, 1931. Services were held Feb. 
27 at Bethesda Cemetery. Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg, was entrusted with arrangements.

Cheri Monroe
Cheri Monroe, passed away Feb. 27, 2021. Ar-
rangements were pending. Eric M.D. Bell Funeral 
Home, Pittsboro, is entrusted with arrangements.

Raymond L. Wenzel
Raymond L. Wenzel, 71, passed away Feb. 12, 
2021. He was born March 2, 1949. Services were 
held March 26 at Matthews Mortuary, Browns-
burg. Contributions may be made to Alzheimer’s 
Association. 

Martha Eileen Williamson
Martha Eileen Williamson, 97, passed away March 
3, 2021. She was born Feb. 29, 1924. Services 
were held March 9 at the White Lick Presbyterian 
Church. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Laura Sheldon
Laura Sheldon, 93, passed away March 2, 2021. 
She was born Jan. 25, 1928. Services were held 
March 8. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Robert A. Fulbright
Robert A. Fulbright, 78, passed away March 4, 
2021. He was born July 22, 1942. A private grave-
side service will be held. Contributions can be 
made to the Robert Fulbright Memorial. Mat-
thews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with 
arrangements.

COATESVILLE

Earl Ralph Lee Hunt Jr. 
Earl Ralph Lee Hunt Jr., 80, passed away March 
05, 2021. He was born on Aug. 24, 1940. Services 
will be at 1 p.m. March 13 at Baker Funeral Home, 
Danville. Contributions may be made to the 
American Legion Avon Post #145, Avon or to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

DANVILLE

John David
John David, 66, passed away March 4, 2021. He 
was born Oct. 20, 1954. Services will be held at 
a later date. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with arrangements.

Mark Snyder
Mark Snyder, 66, passed away March 1, 2021. He 
was born Oct. 4, 1954. Arrangements were pend-
ing. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted 
with arrangements.

Thelma B. Stephenson
Thelma B. Stephenson, 104, passed away March 
5, 2021. She was born May 27, 1916. Funeral ser-
vices will be held at 2 p.m. March 14 at the Church 
of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints, Brownsburg. 
Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, Danville, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

INDIANAPOLIS

Ronald M. Fedoryk
Ronald M. Fedoryk, 84, passed away Feb. 21, 
2021. He was born April 10, 1936. Services were 
held Feb. 26 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Burial with military honors was held 
March 1 at Indiana Veterans Memorial Cemetery 
in Madison, Ind.

John Michael Soreng
John Michael Soreng, 14, passed away Feb. 18, 
2021. He was born Oct. 26, 2006. Services were 
held Feb. 26 at Vineyard Church, Brownsburg. 

Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield was 
entrusted with arrangements.

Mary Ellen McKinney
Mary Ellen McKinney, 79, passed away Feb. 27, 
2021. She was born April 21, 1941. Services were 
held March 5 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

Charles Treadway
Charles Treadway, 77, passed away March 3, 2021. 
He was born Sept. 23, 1943. Services were held 
March 6 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

LIZTON

Madalene Price
Madalene Price, 82, passed away Feb. 27, 2021. 
Arrangements were pending. Eric M.D. Bell Fu-
neral Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted with ar-
rangements. 

Benjamin Wyatt Pearman
Benjamin Wyatt Pearman, 20, passed away Feb. 
24, 2021. Services were held March 2 at Eric M.D. 
Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro. Contributions may 
be made to Hendricks County Humane Society or 
Landmark Recovery, Indianapolis.

PLAINFIELD

Jane Ellen (Weber) Halstead
Jane Ellen (Weber) Halstead, 76, of St. Petersburg, 
Fla., passed away Feb. 26, 2021. 
She was born on February 26, 
1945 to Forest “Jake” and Virgin-
ia Weber in Plainfield, Ind. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents and sister, Judy Under-
wood. Jane was independent, 
hard-working and was among 
the first female supervisors at 
Allison Transmission (GM) in 
Indianapolis before it became necessary for her 
to move to a warmer climate for her health. She 
loved going on cruises and spending time with 
her family, especially her two grandsons. Jane 
had a number of health problems over the years, 
but she fought hard to the end. She is survived 
by her daughters, Lynn Edwards of Largo, Fla., 
and Lori Edwards-Crook of Seminole, Fla., two 
grandsons, Tyler Crook and Nicholas Crook; sisters 
Carol Weber of Plainfield, Ind., and Cathie Runnels 
(Kelly) of Cabot, Ark. and relatives in Indiana, Tex-
as, Arkansas, Missouri and Florida. Arrangements 
are pending. In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that donations honoring Jane’s life be made to 
veterans organizations.

Doris May (Howard)  
McCormick

Doris May (Howard) McCormick, 82, passed away 
Feb. 22, 2021. She was born Aug. 19, 1938. Ser-
vices were held Feb.27, 2021 in Hall-Baker Funeral 
Home, Plainfield. Contributions may be made to 
the Lewy Body Dementia Association. 
Darlene Ann (McIntyre) Wertz

Darlene Ann (McIntyre) Wertz, 88, passed away 
Feb. 22, 2021. She was born Aug. 22, 1932. Servic-
es were held Feb. 26 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Contributions may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital.

COMMUNITY

“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean 
and staff  go above and beyond to make sure the customer 

is always happy. If you are looking for a honest and 
dependable place for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiff any P.

AC/EVAC & 
RECHARGE

SPECIAL

$$89899999
(Normally $129.99)

With coupons only. Most cars. 
Not valid with any other off ers. Exp 4/15/21

CODE:  ICON 

SPRING OIL 
CHANGE SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change
Synthetic Blind Motor Oil Only

$$20202020
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax.  Most cars and light trucks 

up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off  fi lters. With coupon. Not valid with any 
other off ers. Canister fi lters extra if required. Exp 4/15/21

CODE: ICON  *o� er not good for synthetic oil change

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com 
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon
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BOND SALE NOTICE PLAINFIELD-GUILFORD TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY
Sealed proposals will be received on behalf of the 

Board of Trustees (the “Board”) of Plainfield-Guilford 
Township Public Library (the “Library”), at the office 
of Baker Tilly Municipal Advisors, LLC (“Baker Tilly”), 
8365 Keystone Crossing, Suite 300, Indianapolis, 
Indiana, Indiana, up to the hour of 11:00 a.m. (Local 
Time) on March 18, 2021, for the purchase of the 
bonds described as follows:

Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library 
General Obligation Bonds of 2021 (the “Bonds”), 
in the aggregate amount of approximately 
$4,000,000; Originally dated the date of 
delivery of the Bonds; Fully registered form; 
Denomination $5,000 or integral multiples 
thereof (or in such other denomination as 
requested by the winning bidder); Bearing 
interest at a rate or rates not to exceed 
a maximum of 4.00% per annum (to be 
determined by bidding), which interest will 
be payable no sooner than July 15, 2022, 
and semiannually on January 15 and July 15 
thereafter; Principal payable at the U.S. Bank 
National Association, in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
or by wire transfer to depositories on the 
payment date; Interest payable by check mailed 
one business day prior to interest payment 
date or by wire transfer to depositories on the 
interest payment date to registered owners or 
depositories as of the fifteenth day immediately 
preceding the interest payment date; Maturing 
on January 15 and July 15 beginning no earlier 
than July 15, 2022 through not later than 
January 15, 2031 on the dates and amounts as 
provided by the Library prior to the sale.

The Library reserves the right to adjust the 
maturity schedule following the sale in order to 
accomplish the Library’s financial objectives by 
reallocating debt service based upon the rates by the 
successful bidder (the “Purchaser”).

Notice is hereby given that electronic proposals 
will be received via PARITY®, in the manner 
described below, up until the hour of 11:00 a.m. 
(Indianapolis Time), on March 18, 2021. Bids may 
be submitted electronically via PARITY® pursuant 
to this Notice until the time specified in the Notice, 
but no bid will be received after the time for receiving 
bids specified above. To the extent any instructions 
or directions set forth in PARITY® conflict with 
this Notice, the terms of this Notice shall control. 
For further information about PARITY®, potential 
bidders may contact the Library’s municipal advisor, 
Baker Tilly at (317) 465-1500 and by email at bids@
bakertilly.com or PARITY® at (212) 849-5021.

As an alternative to PARITY®, bidders may submit 
a sealed bid or e-mail the bid electronically to the 
Library’s municipal advisor at the address described 
above until the time of the bond sale as listed above. 
Upon completion of the bidding procedures described 
herein, the results of the sealed or emailed bids 
received shall be compared to the electronic bids 
received by the Library.

If a potential bidder has questions related to the 
Library, the financing or submission of bids, questions 
should be submitted by email to the address above no 
later than 11:00 a.m. (Indianapolis Time) on March 16, 

2021. To the best of the Library’s ability, all questions 
will be addressed by the Library and sent to potential 
bidders, including any bidders requesting 24 hours’ 
notice of sale, no later than 5:00 p.m. (Indianapolis 
Time) on March 16, 2021. Additionally, upon request, 
the written responses will be emailed to any other 
interested bidder. Bidders should review this notice as 
well as the preliminary official statement and submit 
any questions in advance of this deadline to submit 
questions.

The Bonds have been designated by the Library 
as qualified tax-exempt obligations for purposes of 
Section 265(b)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended to the date hereof (the “Code”).

The Bonds are not redeemable at the option of the 
Library prior to maturity.

Bidders for the Bonds will be required to name 
the purchase price, not less than 100% of par and 
the interest rate or rates which the Bonds are to 
bear. Such interest rate or rates must be in multiples 
of 1/8th or 1/100th of 1%. Bids specifying two or 
more interest rates shall also specify the amount 
and maturities of the Bonds bearing each rate, but 
all Bonds maturing on the same date shall bear the 
same single interest rate. The Bonds will be awarded 
to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder 
whose bid is submitted in accordance herewith. The 
winning bidder will be the one who offers the lowest 
net interest cost to the Library, to be determined by 
computing the total interest on all of the Bonds to their 
maturities based upon the schedule provided by the 
Library prior to the sale and deducting therefrom the 
premium bid, if any, and adding thereto the discount 
bid, if any. Any premium bid must be paid at closing 
as a part of the purchase price. Although not a term 
of sale, it is requested that each bid show the net 
dollar interest cost from the date of the Bonds to final 
maturity and the net effective average interest rate. 
No conditional bids will be considered. The right is 
reserved to reject any and all bids. If an acceptable 
bid is not received for the Bonds on the date of sale 
hereinbefore fixed, the sale may be continued from 
day to day thereafter without further advertisement, 
during which time no bid which provides a higher net 
interest cost to the Library than the best bid received 
at the time of the advertised sale will be considered.

A good faith deposit (“Deposit”) in the form of 
cash or certified or cashier’s check in the amount of 
$40,000 payable to the order of Plainfield-Guilford 
Township Public Library is required to be submitted 
by the successful Purchaser not later than 3:30 p.m. 
(Indianapolis time) on the next business day following 
the award. If such Deposit is not received by that 
time, the Library may reject the bid. No interest on 
the Deposit will accrue to the Purchaser. The Deposit 
will be applied to the purchase price of the Bonds. In 
the event the Purchaser fails to honor the accepted 
bid, the Deposit will be retained by the Library as 
liquidated damages.

The Purchaser shall make payment for such 
Bonds and accept delivery thereof within five days 
after being notified that the Bonds are ready for 
delivery, at such place in the City of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, as the Purchaser may designate, or at such 
other location mutually agreed to by the Library and 

the Purchaser. The Bonds will be ready for delivery 
within 45 days after the date of sale. If the Library 
fails to have the Bonds ready for delivery prior to the 
close of banking hours on the forty-fifth day after the 
date of sale, the Purchaser may secure the release of 
the bid upon request in writing, filed with the Library. 
Unless otherwise requested by the winning bidder, 
the Purchaser is expected to apply to a securities 
depository registered with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (“SEC”) to make such Bonds 
depository eligible. If the Bonds are reoffered by an 
underwriter, at the time of delivery of the Bonds to the 
Purchaser, the Purchaser will be required to certify to 
the Library the initial reoffering price to the public of a 
substantial amount of each maturity of the Bonds.

All provisions of the bid form and Preliminary 
Official Statement (as hereinafter defined) are 
incorporated herein. As set forth in the Preliminary 
Official Statement, the Purchaser agrees by 
submission of their bid to assist the Library in 
establishing the issue price of the Bonds under 
the terms outlined therein and shall execute and 
deliver to the Library at closing an “issue price” 
certificate, together with the supporting pricing 
wires or equivalent communications, with such 
modifications as may be appropriate or necessary, in 
the reasonable judgment of the Purchaser, the Library 
and Ice Miller LLP (“Bond Counsel”).

Bidders must comply with the Rules of PARITY® 
(the “Rules”) in addition to requirements of this Notice. 
To the extent there is a conflict between the Rules 
and this Notice, this Notice shall control. Bidders 
may change and submit bids as many times as they 
wish during the sale, but they may not withdraw a 
submitted bid. The last bid submitted by a bidder prior 
to the deadline for the receipt of bids will be compared 
to all other final bids to determine the winning bid. 
During the sale, no bidder will see any other bidder’s 
bid, nor will they see the status of their bid relative to 
other bids (e.g., whether their bid is a leading bid).

It is anticipated that CUSIP identification numbers 
will be printed on the Bonds, but neither the failure to 
print such numbers on any Bond nor any error with 
respect thereto shall constitute cause for failure or 
refusal by the Purchaser therefore to accept delivery 
of and pay for the Bonds in accordance with the 
terms of its proposal. No CUSIP identification number 
shall be deemed to be a part of any Bond or a part of 
the contract evidenced thereby and no liability shall 
hereafter attach to the Library or any of its officers or 
agents because of or on account of such numbers. 
All expenses in relation to the printing of CUSIP 
identification numbers on the Bonds shall be paid for 
by the Library; provided, however, that the CUSIP 
Service Bureau charge for the assignment of said 
numbers shall be the responsibility of and shall be 
paid for by the Purchaser. The Purchaser will also be 
responsible for any other fees or expenses it incurs in 
connection with the resale of the Bonds.

The Bonds are being issued for the purpose of 
procuring funds to be renovation of and improvements 
to Plainfield-Guilford Public Library, including site 
improvements and the purchase of equipment and 
technology, and will be the direct obligations of 
the Library, payable out of ad valorem taxes to be 

collected on the taxable property within the Library; 
however, the Library’s collection of the levy may 
be limited by operation of I.C. 6-1.1-20.6, which 
provides taxpayers with tax credits for property 
taxes attributable to different classes of property in 
an amount that exceeds certain percentages of the 
gross assessed value of that property. The Library 
is required by law to fully fund the payment of debt 
service on the Bonds in an amount sufficient to 
pay the debt service, regardless of any reduction 
in property tax collections due to the application of 
such tax credits. The Library may not be able to levy 
or collect additional property taxes to make up this 
shortfall. The Library is a library organized pursuant 
to the provisions of I.C. 20-23; the Bonds will not be 
“private activity bonds” as defined in Section 141 of 
the Code.

The Library has prepared a Preliminary Official 
Statement (“Preliminary Official Statement”) relating to 
the Bonds which it has deemed nearly final. A copy of 
the Preliminary

Official Statement may be obtained from the 
Library’s municipal advisor, Baker Tilly, 8365 Keystone 
Crossing, Suite 300, Indianapolis, Indiana 46240-
2687. Within seven (7) business days of the sale, 
the Library will provide the successful bidder with 
sufficient copies of the Final Official Statement (the 
“Final Official Statement”) in order for the Purchaser 
to comply with Section (b)(4) of SEC Rule 15c2-12 
and the rules of the Municipal Securities Rulemaking 
Board at the Library’s expense. Additional copies, at 
the Purchaser’s expense, must be requested within 
five (5) business days of the sale. Inquiries concerning 
matters contained in the Preliminary Official 
Statement must be made and pricing and other 
information necessary to complete the Final Official 
Statement must be submitted by the Purchaser 
within two (2) business days following the sale to be 
included in the Final Official Statement.

If the Bonds are reoffered by an underwriter, 
the Library agrees to enter into a supplement to 
continuing disclosure undertaking agreement (the 
“Master Agreement”) in order to permit the Purchaser 
to comply with the SEC Rule 15c2-12, as amended to 
the date hereof. A copy of such Master Agreement is 
available from the Library or municipal advisor at the 
addresses below.

Further information relative to the Bonds and a 
copy of the Preliminary Official Statement may be 
obtained upon application to Montie Manning, Director 
of the Library, 1120 Stafford Road, Plainfield, Indiana 
46168-2230. If bids are submitted by mail, they should 
be addressed to the Library, attention of Montie 
Manning, Director of the Library, c/o Baker Tilly, 8365 
Keystone Crossing, Suite 300, Indianapolis, Indiana 
46240-2687.

These Bonds are offered subject to the approving 
opinion of Bond Counsel. The Library will furnish at 
its expense the bond counsel opinion, printed bond 
forms, a transcript of proceedings, and closing papers 
in the usual form showing no litigation questioning the 
validity of the Bonds at the time of delivery.

Dated February 25, 2021.
Secretary, Board of Trustees
Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library

Kyler James Christopher  
Sanders

Kyler James Christopher Sanders, 11 months, 
passed away Feb. 27, 2021. He was born March 6, 
2020. Services will be private. Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield was entrusted with ar-
rangements.

Janice Kay Hood
Janice Kay Hood, 71, passed away March 4, 2021. 
She was born March 22, 1949. Services were held 
March 9 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Kathy Louise Winchester
Kathy Louise Winchester, 54, passed away March 
2, 2021. She was born Nov. 15, 1966. Services 
were held March 6. Baker-Hall Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with arrangements. 

Valda Kehr
Valda Kehr, 92, passed away March 4, 2021. She 
was born Feb. 21, 1929. Services were held March 
10 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Contributions may be made to  Gleaners Food 
Bank.

PITTSBORO

Philip A. Replogle
Philip A. Replogle, 73, passed away March 6, 2021. 
He was born Jan. 20, 1948. Services were held 
March 10. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with arrangements.

NORTH SALEM

Robert “Levi” Watkins
Robert “Levi” Watkins passed away Feb. 27, 2021. 
He was born Jan. 24, 1988. Services were held 
March 6 at Eel River Township Community Center, 
North Salem. Porter & St. Pierre Funeral Services, 
North Salem, was entrusted with arrangements.
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2 1
9 7 6

1 7 5 4
3 1 9

5 8 2 6
8 5 6

7 9 6 2
5 9 2

4 3

3 Popular Dog Breeds
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Frozen Pizza Brands
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Broadway in  
Indianapolis Shows

____________________
____________________

1 Huntington University Basketball Coach
______________________

5 Trail Mix Ingredients
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Northern Indiana 
Counties

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

PUZZLES
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

Across
1. Avon Commons lures
6. IPL unit
9. Makes level
14. Origami bird
15. Danville Community 
Middle School spelling 
contest
16. Gossipy woman
17. Heritage Chicken egg 
feature
19. Fixed a piano
20. Butler frat letter
21. Disapproving words to 
a pooch
23. Swiss capital
24. ___ Wayne
26. View again
27. Sea eagle
28. WTHR news hour
30. Art store buy
32. Prefix in skin care brands
33. Has deficiencies
36. Chicago trains
37. British military chap
40. Mai ___
43. Flower girl, often
44. Ray’s streetside pickup
48. Emphasize
50. Grosse ___, Mich.
51. Footnote abbr.
52. Primo

56. Randy Ollis 
weather map 
word
57. Come down 
at IND
58. “Midnight 
Ride” patriot
60. ___ de 
plume
61. More slick
63. “Voice of the 
Pacers” in his 
31st season...
and an anagram 
of 17- and 
37-Across
65. Tara name
66. Albuquerque 
coll.
67. Confess 
in Hendricks 
County Court
68. Grammar 
topic
69. IU dorm 
monitors
70. Positive 
replies

Down
1. Gobbled (down)
2. Tank-top opening
3. Working stiff

4. St. Louis-to-Brownsburg 
dir.
5. Balkan native
6. Residence
7. Pinochle combos

8. Tea type
9. Texter’s “no hurry”
10. Shapiro’s sandwich
11. Fluster
12. Everlasting
13. Sorrow
18. JOANN knitting 
purchase
22. GEICO mascot
25. For 17+ viewers
29. Gets paid
31. Invite
33. Caustic cleaner
34. WRTV net.
35. Browns on a Colts 
scoreboard
38. Penny pincher
39. Gov. Holcomb
40. “Cats” poet
41. Kind of case
42. Afghani neighbor
45. False identities
46. Plainfield Police 
informant
47. Vandalia Trail cycling 
safeguards
49. Tribal patriarchs
50. Job benefit
53. Indy Zoo primate
54. Ex-Mrs. Trump
55. Purdue semesters
59. Where a Reggie Miller 
rookie card sold for $1,824
62. “Norma ___”
64. James Whitcomb Riley 
work

Answers on 
Page 21

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 03/31/2021

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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Letters to the editor policy: The ICON will consider verifiable letters of up to 150 
words. Letters must be thoroughly vetted prior to submission. The ICON retains 
the right to reject and return any letter it deems to carry unsubstantiated content. 
The ICON also retains the right to edit letters but not their intent. Send letters to 
connie@icontimes.com. Writers must include a hometown and a daytime phone 
number for verification. Guest columns: policy for guest columns is the same as the 
aforementioned, but the allowable length is 240 words. Guest columns should ad-
dress the whole of ICON’s readership, not simply special interest groups, and may 
not in any way contain a commercial message. 

Missing in the blizzard: 
Seeking teens to make some 

dough shoveling snow

EDITORIAL

Historic 
Hendricks County 
vaccination effort 
deserves praise

History is all around us as we approach 
one year into the COVID-19 pandemic. In ad-
dition to the heartache of losing loved ones 
and the restrictions from basic human rela-
tions, the pandemic has seen a massive effort 
to inoculate millions through these clinics. 

Whether or not you plan to get vaccinat-
ed, we must admire the dedication of medi-
cal personnel, hospital systems and health 
departments who are dedicating a chunk of 
their lives to helping others. Of course, that 
is the job they chose, but this feels above 
and beyond a career choice.

It also feels different in another, bigger-
than-themselves sort of way. These profes-
sionals are acting proactive rather than 
reactive. 

Medicine usually fixes problems. Yes, there 
is a certain amount of wellness work, but 
the majority of medical treatment reacts to 
problems. One could argue that this is the 
reaction to the novel coronavirus, but it is still 
administering aid to people who never have 
or possibly could never catch COVID-19.

From research laboratories to pharmacy 
clinics, advancements are happening at 
light speed. Recommendations change rap-
idly based on discoveries.

If you get your vaccine, be sure to thank 
the volunteers — yes, almost all are volun-
teering their time — for their part in this 
historic moment. Thank the registration per-
son, the ushers and the trained professional 
who will give you the shot that will eventu-
ally shift our lives back to normal — what-
ever that may look like.

By Dick Wolfsie

When the February snowstorm hit, I 
was fortunate to have neighbors who 
knew that I had a bad knee, a bad back 
and a cardiologist 
on retainer. Paul and 
Eric shoveled our 
driveway, and Noah 
(Eric’s 10-year-old 
son) somehow man-
aged to maneuver 
the snowblower.

As they finished 
up about 4:30 in the 
afternoon, I threw 
on a coat and went 
outside to thank 
them. “Wow,” said 
Paul. “You are still in your pajama bottoms. 
You haven’t gotten dressed yet?”

“Don’t be silly,” said Eric. “He’s getting 
ready for bed.”

This was our third winter in this neigh-
borhood, and up until last week we had 
not had any major snowfalls. But in our 
previous home just a couple miles away, 
we did have a few blizzards over the 25 
years we lived there. I know because as a 
TV reporter I covered many of them.

Back in those days, the last thing I 
wanted to do was shovel my own drive-
way. After I got home, I’d walk outside and 
scan the neighborhood. A few of my more 
fit neighbors were hard at work, but I was 
looking for teenagers motivated to make 
a buck (or 40) shoveling snow. Where were 
those big, manly 17-year-olds whose par-
ents had bumper stickers that said, “My 
son is a lineman for Lawrence North”? I’ll 
tell you where they were. They were home 
posting selfies on TikTok or Instagram.  

It’s odd. Kids lined up on my front steps 
for years looking for free handouts at Hal-
loween. They used to come out on a blus-
tery Oct. 31 dressed like devils and pirates 
for a lousy Kit Kat. Now, they were old 
enough to make some serious cash. Not 
one in sight.

Back in the old days (oh dear, this is a 
bad sign) when I was a kid in New York, as 
soon as school was canceled due to heavy 
snowfall, my best friend Arthur and I got 
into our warm coats, armed ourselves with 

shovels, then set 
out in the neigh-
borhood by 8 a.m. 
to make a financial 
killing. I remember 
one day coming 
home with a wad of 
scrunched-up wet 
bills in my pocket. 
I showed my mom 
the stash of $52. 
“That’s more than 
your father made 
today!” she said. She 

wasn’t kidding — and we didn’t tell Dad.
We never had a set fee for our work. 

Instead, we did a little glacial profiling. We 
knew who was desperate. Like the widow 
Mrs. Abramson, who was snowed in and 
couldn’t get her 1959 station wagon out 
of the driveway. Or poor Mrs. Klaster, who, 
because her husband traveled, was at our 
mercy, or Dr. Auer, a big-shot surgeon, 
who would pay us pretty much anything 
we’d stick him for just so he could get his 
Cadillac to the hospital.

Yes, our pricing structure was downright 
dishonest. And now 55 years later, I deserve 
to be taken advantage of. So, I waited at 
the front door — a door I couldn’t get out 
of, money in hand but no takers.

Many thanks to Paul, Eric and Noah, 
who saved the day. I want them to know 
how much I appreciate what they did … 
mainly because there is more snow in the 
forecast.

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …

In 1897 the Indiana House of Representatives 
passed a bill redefining the value of Pi at 3.2. Thank-
fully, a mathematician intervened and the bill stalled 
in the Senate and never passed.

STRANGE LAW

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Avon Police officer Mike Wittl 
was recognized at a recent Indy 

Fuel game in Indianapolis for being the 
Drug Recognition Expert of the Year for 
Indiana and keeping impaired drivers off 
roadways.

Plainfield and the B&O Trail 
Association received large grants 

to expand the trail systems in Hendricks 
County. 

Avon Community School 
Corporation employee Brent 

Vaughn was recognized as a Hardwork-
ing Hoosier by Indiana representatives 
Michelle Davis and Jeff Thompson. He is 
a dedicated member of the facilities 
department and has volunteered at the 
Mary Lee Maier Community Pantry.

County Road 100 South between 
Dan Jones Road and Ronald 

Reagan Parkway will close tentatively 
from March 15th-Dec. 1 for a road 
project that will ensure residents and 
first responders have access to and from 
area neighborhoods. This project has 
been in the works for several years.

Plainfield Police officer Wester-
field stopped by to wish Harper a 

happy sixth birthday March 1. Her only 
wish was to have a birthday parade and 
to meet an officer. She got to check out 
Westerfield’s police vehicle and has 
aspirations to become a police officer.  

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

“The time to 

repair the 

roof is when 

the sun is 

shining.” 
— John F. Kennedy

QUOTE

Kids lined up on my front steps for 
years looking for free handouts 

at Halloween. They used to 
come out on a blustery Oct. 31 

dressed like devils and pirates for 
a lousy Kit Kat. Now, they were 

old enough to make some serious 
cash. Not one in sight.

VIEWS

 It also feels different in another, 
bigger-than-themselves sort of 

way. These professionals are acting 
proactive rather than reactive.
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16 Tuesday
Origami Ninja Star
3:15-4:15 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. 
Follow a video to make a paper ninja star. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info

17-21
Friends of the Library Used Book Sale
During library hours, Plainfield-Guilford 
Township Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road. 
Shop for many popular fiction and non-
fiction books, games puzzles, videos etc. 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info.

18 Thursday
Virtual Tasting with Oasis Diner
6 p.m., 405 W. Main St., Plainfield. 
Live virtual tasting with the owner of Oasis 
Diner. Cost: $20. Includes four handcrafted 
sodas and a slice of sugar cream pie. 
facebook.com/events/3679330802188335

19-20 Friday-Saturday
Indianapolis Rubber Stamp and Paper Arts 
Festival
10 a.m., Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds 
& Conference Complex, 1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. Includes art rubber stamping, 
scrapbooking, card making, paper crafting, 
design and Treasure Make & Take and Shop, 
Crop & Craft. Cost: $6 online, $8 at the door. 
heirloompro.com

19 Friday
Country Line Dancing Lessons
6-8 p.m., Washington Township Park Pavilion 
Center, 115 S. CR 575, Avon. $5. Register: 
washingtontwpparks.org

20 Saturday
Virtual Paws to Read
11 a.m. - 12 p.m., Brownsburg Public Library, 
450 S. Jefferson St., Brownsburg. Children 
ages 5-10 are welcome to practice their 
reading skills with a certified therapy pet. 
Register online for a 15-minute time slot. 
bburglibrary.net.

20 Saturday
Snowman Burn & Night Hike
7:30-9:30 p.m., McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Road, North Salem. Celebrate the 
seasonal change with the symbolic burning 
of a wicker snowman, and when the flames 
die down, roast s’mores over its grapevine 
corpse. Round out the night with a hike 
under the Worm Moon. $5 per person. 
hcparks.recdesk.com

FAITHONFOOD

WHERE I DINE

Dana Hoover, Avon

Where do you like to dine? Texas 
Roadhouse, Emmy’s Pancake House, 
Chipotle, El Rodeo, Five Guys

What do you like there? Steak and 
potato skins, french toast or biscuits 
and gravy, chicken or steak bowls, 

nachos carbone, 
bacon cheeseburger

What do you like 
about these places? 
We can get food 
that is gluten-free/
friendly, which my other half requires.

AN OPTION

Soupremacy  
7 E. Market St., Indianapolis 
Delivery to donut counties

Winter in Hendricks 
County can be brutally 
cold, and 2021 is no 
exception. We crave 
comfort food, soups 
and stews, and I took 
advantage of delivery 
from Soupremacy on 
Monument Circle. We 
chose chicken velvet soup, 
caesar salad and yeast 
rolls. The creamy soup was delicious 
and full of chicken. The salad was 
made of fresh, crisp romaine and 
house-made dressing. The rolls were 

melt-in-your-mouth good dipped 
in the soup and dressing. Check out 
Soupremacy’s Facebook page for 
their menu and delivery schedule for 
the donut counties. 

Factory 
Social 

Ingredients: 
1.5 oz Captain 
Morgan 
rum, Sprite, 
grenadine, ice

Directions: 
Mix and serve

Canning Factory Bar & Grill 
103 E. Main St., Ladoga, Ind.

BEHIND THE BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. Follow 
on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter  
@FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

EVENTScalendar

March
12-13 Friday-Saturday
Misty Eyes Rummage Sale
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Friends Church Danville, 45 N. 
CR 200 E, Danville. Mistyeyes.org

13 Saturday
McCloud Maple Syrup Day
9 a.m.-3 p.m., McCloud Nature Park. Tap 
maple trees by boring holes in their trunks 
and when daytime temperatures increase, 
sap runs into the attached buckets. Staff and 
volunteers collect the sap daily, which is then 
placed in an evaporator where it is reduced 
into the delicious maple syrup. Witness the 
process firsthand. hendrickscountyparks.org

13 Saturday
Tomahawk Trail Run/Walk
9 a.m., Blanton Woods, 625 N. Washington 
St., Danville. Cost: $30 at event, $20 online. 
danvilleindiana.org/parks

13 Saturday
Friends of the Library Book Sale
9 a.m-4 p.m., Danville-Center Township 
Public Library, 101 S. Indiana St., Danville. 
dplindiana.org

14 Sunday
No Luck Irish Run
8:30 a.m.-12 p.m., The Shops at Perry 
Crossing, 2499 Perry Crossing Way. Half 
marathon, 5K and Kids Dash with live and 
virtual options. runsignup.com/Race/IN/
Plainfield/NoLuckIrishRun 

15 - May 17
eSports League
Join the league for $22/person, and play 
head-to-head for a Press Play GamePlay Pass 
($75 value) and $25 GameStop gift card. All 
games that have specific age requirements 
and ratings will be designed to only allow 
players of that age. brownsburgparks.com

16 Tuesdays
Parking Lot BINGO
10-11 a.m., Cardinal Park, 3432 Hornaday 
Road, Brownsburg. In order to stay safe and 
socially distant, staff will bring disposable 
bingo cards and markers to each car. They 
will use an FM transmitter for players to hear 
the bingo numbers through their car stereo. 
brownsburgparks.com.
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Finding relief from anxiety 
because the Lord is my shepherd
DEVOTIONAL

By Rick Adkins

There’s little argu-
ment when I say we are living in a stress-sat-
urated environment. Burning the candle at 
both ends usually ends up with a meltdown 
— pardon the pun.

While rereading David’s discussion of the 
shepherd-sheep relationship in Psalm 23, it 
dawned on me that he provided some great 
solutions to modern anxiety. 

If you insert the word because in front 
of verse 1 it reads, “Because the Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want. Maintaining that 
thought throughout the chapter can offer 
relief to much of life’s tensions. 

Because the Lord is my shepherd, he will 
provide my needs, rest when I’m weary, calm-
ness in times of anxiety and restoration when 
I wander from the right path, even walking 
with me through the darkest of valleys. 

When the Bible introduces David, he is car-
ing for his father’s sheep while his brothers 
were off in battle. Those days and nights with 
the flock gave him insight to the role and re-
sponsibility of the shepherd toward the sheep.

When the stress of life began to chal-
lenge him, David reflected on God’s func-
tion as our great shepherd. In light of that 

awesome truth, there is no need of want or 
worry. The Lord is my shepherd.

Rick Adkins is the pastor of New 
Winchester Christian Church in Danville. 
Visit nwcchurch.life for more information 
about the church. 

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE!  
ORDER TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
 welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires  04/30/2021.

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10%
OFF ENTIRE BILL

One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 04/30/2021.

SAVE
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon.

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

with this coupon. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

After talking to a friend who recently received a trivascular 
screening that detected heart and vascular problems, Larry 
Lykins said he was encouraged to schedule a screening for 
himself. 
Larry said he’s thankful he did. His trivascular screening 

detected a blockage greater than 90 percent in his left carotid 
artery. The left carotid artery is one of the two blood vessels in 
the neck that deliver blood to the brain. 
“I was surprised when I got the diagnosis because I never 

had any symptoms,” he said. “But I was so glad they found it.” 
He said the trivascular screening was quick and painless, 

and included a panel of three tests using a noninvasive 
ultrasound device. 
During a trivascular screening, the ultrasound device is 

moved over the abdomen, neck and legs, looking at the rate 
of circulating blood and possible bulges in the blood vessels. 
The screening evaluates arterial disease from multiple points 
of view. And it helps doctors detect clogged, damaged or 

© Ascension 2021. All rights reserved.

weakened blood vessels, including signs of an aneurysm (dilatation 
of an artery), carotid artery disease and blockages in the leg arteries 
(peripheral artery disease). All three can lead to stroke. 
Larry had surgery at Ascension St. Vincent to remove the blockage 

and said he recovered quickly. He said he is thankful the screening 
detected the issue.
“I now tell people all the time that they need to get a trivascular 

screening done,” he said. “It’s better to know something is wrong than 
to just assume you’re OK.”
Clogged, weak or damaged blood vessels can lead to serious health 

conditions such as stroke, aneurysm or even death. A trivascular 
screening from Ascension St. Vincent can help detect heart and valve 
concerns. 
Danielle Campbell, MD, a vascular surgeon at Ascension St. Vincent, 

said it’s common for patients to have significant cerebrovascular issues 
without symptoms.
Certain risk factors make it more likely for a person to experience 

clogged, weak or damaged blood vessels and include: being a current 
or past smoker; having diabetes, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, 
or obesity; and a family history of vascular disease.

Trivascular screenings at Ascension St. Vincent 
can help detect heart and vascular concerns 
before they become serious

Friend’s suggestion to get trivascular screening was lifesaving

Ask your doctor if a trivascular screening is right for you at 
ascension.org/StVincentHeart

Larry Lykins had surgery on his carotid artery at Ascension St. Vincent 
after a trivascular screening detected a major blockage. 

“I now tell people all the time that 
they need to get a trivascular 

screening done. It’s better to know 
something is wrong than to just 

assume you’re OK.” 
– Larry Lykins, vascular surgery patient at Ascension St. Vincent

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981
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By Karl Zimmer

Many of us have seen or 
heard stories about someone 

jumping into action during a potentially trag-
ic event to save another person in need. In-
variably, “heroes” state that they were just do-
ing what anyone else would have done, that 
they weren’t heroes but just normal humans 
doing what any other would have done.

Most of us watching or hearing such sto-
ries tend to think of those people as heroes. 
We might think about what we would do 
in similar circumstances. We might wish we 
would respond the same way, but do we 
know how we would act or react? Would we 
ever want to find out? Would we really want 
to be put in a position to have to make such 
a consequential decision?

What would you do if someone else, 
perhaps a perfect stranger, was in trouble, 
whether drowning or severely injured in an 
automobile accident or something as trau-
matic? We don’t wish struggles upon our-
selves or those we love. Yet would it be help-
ful to know that we would be okay, that we 
would do whatever we could? Is there a hero 
inside of you?

Have you ever had something traumatic 

happen in your life? Do you know what 
helped you get through such an awful event? 
When I think about some of the scary events 
I’ve been through, I truly believe that we are 
protected, even carried in some way, to help 
us not only survive but to thrive and succeed 
another day.

What would convince you that you have 
what it takes, no matter what happens? What 
I believe, and something you might consid-
er, is that whatever helped you get through 
difficult events in the past, made you even 
stronger and will help you get through any 
difficult events in the future. So, believe that 
you have all you need inside of you already 
to accomplish any goal, to get through even 
the toughest times, and since that is true, 
know that you really do have a hero inside of 
you. How cool is that?

When difficult situations arise,  
is there a hero in you?

LIFE’S 
CHOICES

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who Grew Up 
to RULE® the World…,” a speaker and board 
certified hypnotist. Karl can be contacted 
at Karl@iRULEtheWorld.com. RULE® is 
a Registered Mark of Karl R. Zimmer III. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, 

treat or cure any condition or illness.

Hendricks County Conversations
with Rick Myers and Gus Pearcy

Our guest:
Marina Keers 

Executive Director 
Hendricks County Senior Services

Friday, March 12  •  3 p.m.
myhcicon.com
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HOW POWER ISHOW POWER ISrestored
When a storm brings widespread power 
outages to your area, please be patient as 
your electric cooperative prioritizes repairs 
and methodically works to restore service. 
Priority goes to the lines that will get the most 
consumers back in service the quickest.

Priority 1: Transmission lines
These high voltage lines carry electricity from generating 
plants to substations (or between substations). Since tens of 
thousands of people could be served by one transmission line, 
damage here needs to be taken care of first. 

Priority 2: Substations
These electrical facilities contain equipment that switches 
or regulates the voltage of electricity. They lower the 
voltage from the transmission lines so the electricity can be 
transmitted through the distribution lines. 

Priority 3: Main distribution lines
You see these along roadways. They carry electricity from the 
substations to groups of consumers, like towns or housing 
developments. 

Priority 4: Tap lines
These are electric feeder lines 
running from the main 
distribution line to utility 
poles and underground 
transformers outside 
houses or buildings. 

Priority 5:  
Individual service
These lines run from 
the transformer 
to the individual 
consumer’s electric 
meter.
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By Martha Rardin, RD, CD

Food allergies are a hy-
persensitive immune system response to a 
substance in your diet. The allergic reaction 
usually occurs when your body’s immune 
system reacts to a protein in the food. Al-
lergic reactions can range from hives to ana-
phylaxis, which is a potentially severe and 
life-threatening condition. Reactions can be 
instantaneous or even develop with more 
exposure to the food item. 

Of all food allergies, 90% come from 
these foods: milk, eggs, tree nuts, peanuts, 
shellfish, wheat, soy and fish. Occasionally 
an initial reaction might be mild, but with 
continued exposures, the reaction may be-
come stronger. 

Gluten allergies and sensitivities
Gluten is a well-known food allergy, 

and celiac disease is the diagnosis for this 
condition. When a person with celiac eats 
foods with gluten, their immune system at-
tacks the intestinal tract. If left untreated, 
continued gluten exposure can cause seri-
ous health conditions. Diagnosis requires a 
medical procedure that scopes the intestine. 

For people with celiac, complete elimi-
nation of gluten is necessary for improved 
health. Even the smallest gluten amount or 
cross contamination from another source 
can be a problem. Symptoms differ from the 
usual food allergy symptoms and include 
abdominal pain, nausea/vomiting, anemia, 
chronic diarrhea and constipation.

Another condition called non-celiac glu-
ten sensitivity affects individuals who are 
sensitive to gluten and may tolerate small or 
certain amounts but don’t have a celiac dis-
ease diagnosis. This is not an allergic or an 
autoimmune reaction but a sensitivity. 

Food intolerance
A food intolerance occurs when a body 

cannot digest a certain substance in the food 
eaten. Cow’s milk is a common intolerance 
when the body cannot break down the sug-
ars in milk. This might cause bloating, cramps 
or diarrhea but not allergies. Milk allergies are 
not common in adults, but lactose intoler-
ance is and often has a genetic component. 

Studying food allergies
Scientific studies on food allergies and 

the immune system continue and evolve. 
They are closely connected because our 
gastrointestinal tract is 70-80% of our im-
mune system. 

For example, after previously recom-
mending age 3, the National Institutes of 
Health recently changed guidance on when 
to introduce peanut butter to babies to 4 
to 6 months old. Parents should check with 
their pediatrician first. 

The peanut butter needs to be thinned 
with breast milk, water or formula before 
giving to the child.

The evolving science indicates that by 
exposing a baby’s immune system to po-
tentially allergic foods, it stimulates the im-
mune system and helps the baby develop a 
tolerance to different foods. 

Now, scientists believe the previous late 
introduction of peanut butter contributed 
to increased prevalence of peanut allergies 
in children.

Managing diet, science helps control food 
allergies, intolerances and sensitivities

NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is 
Director of Nutrition and Dietetics for 
Hendricks Regional Health. Her goal is to 
share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Counties: ALLEN, JASPER, LAKE, NOBLE, PORTER, STARKE; Ingre-
dients: CEREAL, CHOCOLATE, NUTS, RAISINS, SEEDS; Brands: DIGIORNO, JACK’S, RED BARON, TOTINO’S; 
Breeds: BEAGLE, BULLDOG, POODLE; Shows: MEAN GIRLS, PRETTY WOMAN; Coach: KORY ALFORD

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 16

2 3 9 4 6 7 1 5 8
4 8 5 2 3 1 9 7 6
6 1 7 5 9 8 3 4 2
7 2 6 3 1 4 5 8 9
9 5 3 8 7 2 4 6 1
8 4 1 9 5 6 2 3 7
3 7 8 1 4 9 6 2 5
5 9 2 6 8 3 7 1 4
1 6 4 7 2 5 8 9 3

S A L E S A M P T R U E S
C R A N E B E E Y E N T A
A M B E R Y O L K T U N E D
R H O B A D D O G B E R N
F O R T R E S E E E R N E
E L E V E N C A N V A S
D E R M A L A C K S E L S

A R M Y B L O K E
T A I N I E C E T R A S H
S T R E S S P O I N T E
E T A L E L I T E C O O L
L A N D R E V E R E N O M
I C I E R M A R K B O Y L E

O H A R A U N M A D M I T
T E N S E R A S Y E S E S
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Use a soil moisture meter  
to avoid overwatering 

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

Along with bread bak-
ing and birdwatching, growing houseplants 
during the cooped up days of this COVID-19 
winter has become extremely popular. Over-
watering is the greatest threat to successfully 
growing the many interesting houseplants. 

New devotees tend to coddle their plants 
by watering too often, resulting in panic and 
disappointment as their plants leaves start 
yellowing and drop off and stems get mushy, 
with the plants finally succumbing to a soggy 
death.  

The general rule of thumb for water-
ing houseplants is to stick a finger an inch 
into the soil. If dry, for most plants it’s time 
to water. Water generously until water runs 
out of the bottom drainage hole. Popular 
plants like fiddle-leaf figs (Ficus) and Chinese 
evergreens (Aglaonema), prefer being more 
thoroughly dry, deeper into the soil before 
watering. Succulents, cactus, snake plants 
and a few other species of houseplants rarely 
need watering, preferring to dry out almost 
completely. So, the finger-check method is 

not always reliable. 
An indispensable gadget to ensure ac-

curate watering is a simple, inexpensive soil 
moisture meter. Costing only between $10-
$20, they can be found at garden centers 
and online. Consisting of a long metal probe 
and a needle meter gauge, with no need for 
a battery, it gives an instant reading in the 
range of dry, moist and wet. It even comes 
with a guide to the water needs of common 
houseplants. I stick my meter probe four to 
six inches into the soil to get a better idea of 
how dry the soil is and water accordingly. 

To help you not needlessly lose house-
plants from overwatering, I highly recom-
mend using a soil moisture meter. 

Happy gardening!

LIFESTYLE

MONDAY, MARCH 15TH  •  10:00 AM
KUBOTA B2650 TRACTOR W/LOADER & BELLY MOWER 

IH 44 BALER - ROTARY MOWERS  •  JOHN DEERE HAY RAKE - GRADER BLADE 
KUBOTA GR 2120 LAWN MOWER - DIXIE CHOPPER LAWN MOWER 
TROY-BILT WALK BEHIND MOWER - DR FIELD & BRUSH MOWER 
LAWN EQUIPMENT - CHAINSAWS - WEED EATER - YARD ROLLERS 

JOHN DEERE GATOR - AUTO TRAILER - PIPE GATES 
TRUCK BED COVER - TOOLS - ACETYLENE TORCH SET 

ELECTRIC WHEEL CHAIRS  •  DEEP SEA SCUBA GEAR - INFLATABLE BOAT 
NEW & USED HORSE TACK - MARKETING BOOTH DISPLAY RACKS 

FURNITURE - GLASSWARE - JEWELRY - MISCELLANEOUS

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •   Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
(317) 745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810

LARGE PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery 

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!!
OWNERS:  Harold Power DVM, North Salem, IN; Don Utley, Pittsboro, IN & several consignors 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  10% Buyer’s Premium. 
For more info & photos visit our website:  www.lawsonandco.com

“The Hendricks County 
Community Foundation 
empowers individuals
and organizations to 
collaborate and make 
our community a better 
place to live and work. 
I am passionate about our I am passionate about our 
mission and enjoy seeing 
the impact HCCF has in 
making Hendricks 
County stronger. 
Together we can do
great things!”
  
- Sherri Reagin

Local company improving Natural Resources – 
In Hendricks County and across Indiana

NOW HIRING! 
•  Landscape Construction 
•  Landscape Installation 

•  Landscape Maintenance

Great pay + Benefits + Ability to grow your career

Rebuilding our Natural Environment

www.williamscreekmgt.com   |   317.838.9810
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Katie Farrell uses her abilities to live, work and play in Hendricks County
Compiled by Catherine Myers

Lifelong Plainfield resident Katie Farrell 
uses her abilities to serve others deliver-
ing meals to shut-in Hendricks County 
residents through Meals on Wheels, 
working as a hostess at Applebee’s in 
Plainfield and competing in Special 
Olympics. 

“I was born with Down syn-
drome 33 years ago, but that is 
only a part of who I am,” Farrell 
said. 

Participating in Special Olym-
pics since age 10 in swimming, 
bowling, horseback riding and 
golf, she is also a superstar who 
uses services at Sycamore Ser-
vices. The Danville-based organi-
zation works to make a difference 
in the lives of people with disabili-
ties by providing training and services 
to increase independence and en-
hance quality of life.

Farrell has worked at Apple-
bee’s since high school, likes to 
read about ancient people and 
lands such as Egypt, Greece, China 
and Persia and is involved in Friend-
ship Bible Study at Messiah Lutheran 

Church in Brownsburg and attends Hazelwood 
Christian Church. 

Farrell is the March Hendricks County ICON 
of the Month.

What do you consider your greatest 
virtue? Strength of character

What do you most deplore in 
others? Rudeness and shallowness

What do you like most about 
living in Hendricks County? Spe-
cial Olympics and Meals on Wheels

If you had to live elsewhere 
than in Hendricks County, where 
would it be? Chicago

If you could begin life over, 
what would you change? I would 
like to have a healthier lifestyle.

If money were no issue, how 
would you spend it? Donate to 

Special Olympics, St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital and our 
homeless ministry

What makes you happiest? 
Being with friends and family

What is your favorite vaca-
tion spot? Egypt (even though I 

haven’t been there yet)
What do you do with idle time? 

Reading, surfing the web and watching TV
What is it that makes you angry? Rude people
What do you do to escape from reality? Read books 

about ancient lands and cultures 
What or who is the greatest love of your life? Myself
Which living person in Hendricks County do you 

most admire? My dad
What is the quality you most like in a man? Open-

ness and funny
What is the quality you most like in a woman? Hon-

esty and funny
What is your greatest extravagance? Bath and Body 

Works stuff
What has been the happiest time of your life? Grow-

ing up as a child
What are your fears, phobias? Living without my 

family and friends
Which talent would you most like to possess? Creat-

ing dress designs and belly dancing
What do you most value in your friends? Easy going, 

honest and loyal
Which historical figure do you most identify with? 

Cleopatra
What is your greatest regret? Not being able to be 

with and talk to my grandparents
What tenet do you live by? Doing things to help oth-

ers (The Golden Rule) 

ICON of the MonthCOMMUNITY

APRIL 17

Brownsburg 
East Middle 

School

Household Hazardous 
Waste is Accepted for Free

•  Oil-Based Paints/Stains
-   Latex paint should be dried out 

& thrown away. Please don’t 
bring it to Tox-Away Days.

•   Pesticides/Herbicides

•   Fluorescent Light Bulbs

•  Mercury-Containing Items

•   Unwanted Medicines

•  Medical Sharps (Lancets/Syringes)
-   Must be in rigid, puncture-

resistant container

•   Automotive Fluids/Fuels

•   Adhesives/Putties

•   Drain Openers

•   Batteries (all types)

•   Cleaners/Solvents

•   Pool/Spa Chemicals

•   Fire Extinguishers

•   Propane Tanks

Problem Wastes Accepted 
Some Fees may Apply

•   Electronics
-   Computers:  Free
-   Monitors:  Free
-   Printers/Scanners:  Free
-   DVD/CD/Blu-ray Players:  Free
-   Televisions:   -  Small:  $20 

-  Large:  $25

•  Large Appliances
-   With Refrigerant:  $10
-   Without Refrigerant:  $5

•   Tires
-   Passengers Car/Truck: 

        First 4:  Free 
        Next 8:  $2 Each

-   Truck/Semi-Tractor: 
        First 4:  Free 
        Next 2:  $5 Each

-   Farm/Tractor: 
        $75 Each 
        $5 Each, if quartered

MAY 22

Hendricks 
County 

Fairgrounds

JULY 17

Hickory 
Elementary 
School, Avon

AUGUST 28

Hendricks 
County 

Fairgrounds

OCTOBER 9

Plainfield 
Middle 
School

Tox-Away Days are open from 8 am to 1 pm. Hendricks County 
households only. Regulations prohibit wastes from businesses 
or other organizations from being accepted at Tox-Away Days.

Visit RecycleHendricksCounty.org or call 317-858-6070 for more information.

2021 TOX-AWAY DAYS



March 12, 2021
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

24

Flower and Patio Sale! Additional 20% off sale prices! 
Prices good until March 31st! (Excluding Manager’s Specials)

Wicker Works Flower and Patio Sale! 
Best Selection! Best Pricing! 

We hold your purchase until Spring!

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE

70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509
www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available


