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By Mike Beas

In the parking lot located immediately south of Lucas 
Oil Stadium, fans of Danville’s football team decorated one 
of the car windows with a very fitting message.  

The town might be small, but its heart would be evident 
in the Class 3A championship game.

And it was.
Outmatched by tradition-rich Indianapolis Chatard, a 

program making its 15th finals appearance since 1983, 
coach Jayme Comer’s squad scrapped until time expired in 
a 42-14 loss. It was the Warriors’ lone setback of the season.

Danville finished with an 11-1 record under Comer, the 
former Western Boone assistant leading a program for the 
first time.

“We weren’t ever going to quit. It’s not in our nature and 
not who we are,” said Comer. “We challenged the kids to 
play the second half with the same intensity they did the 
first and try to fix some errors. But hats off to Chatard. It’s a 
great team and a great program. Coach (Rob) Doyle does 
an excellent job with those guys.”

Three touchdown runs by Chatard junior Tommy Han-
non and a trio of scoring passes from Trojans quarterback 
Carter St. John formed a hill simply too steep for Danville 
to climb. Chatard led 28-7 at halftime and elected to stay 
mostly on the ground the final two quarters in an attempt 
to consume the clock on its way to the school’s 14th cham-
pionship.

“Making it to this game is just a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity. I’ll reflect on this moment for the rest of my life,” 
said Warriors junior quarterback Kale Payne, who passed 
for 65 yards and led his team in rushing with 58 on 12 car-
ries.

Asked about the best part of the days leading up to the 
program’s second finals appearance and first in 21 years, 
Payne didn’t pause for an answer.

“Honestly, the best part of it was on the bus ride here. 
We went through the town of Danville,” said Payne, his 
eyes welling up with tears. “The whole town of Danville 
was around the Square cheering us on.”

The game was stopped for approximately 15 minutes 
with 4:54 remaining in the third quarter when Danville 
senior Daniel Church was injured near the Chatard side-
line on a Warriors kickoff return. Church was worked on 
by trainers from both teams and eventually carted off the 
field for further examination.

“Daniel Church, he’s a senior, and this was his last high 
school football game,” said Payne. “We were just hoping 
he was alright. It’s more than a football game at that point 
when we saw the stretcher come out and he was lifted up. 
One of our brothers was hurt.”

Comer added: “It’s difficult to try to continue to play, 
but we want to make sure our kids have that opportunity. 
I’m so proud of our kids and the way they fought through 
adversity throughout the year, really battling COVID and 
missing a couple games. They just continued to work and 
get better to earn this opportunity to come down here 
at Lucas Oil on Thanksgiving weekend is something that 
is big for our program, and moving forward is something 
that is hopefully the expectation for our young kids. 

“We know we can get here. Obviously, we want to play 
better, but we’re proud of our kids. It’s a heck of an accom-
plishment to be here.”

Danville’s first-half score was on a 36-yard TD pass from 
Payne to senior Luke Wooten at 1:48 of the second quar-
ter. Earlier in the period, the Warriors chose to go for it on 
a fourth-and-1 from their own 13, but Chatard stopped 
them on the play, took over the ball and scored on the 
next play, Hannon’s 12-yard burst up the middle, to make 
it 21-0. 

Matthew McGovern rallied Danville’s final points, scor-
ing on an 8-yard run with 2:48 remaining.

CHAMPIONSHIP 
MINDSET

Danville football falls short in state  
championship, finishing season 11-1

Kaleb Stevens and an unidentified player console each other after the Warriors loss to Bishop Chatard, 42-12, in the IHSAA 3A State Final game at 
Lucas Oil Stadium, Nov. 28. (Photo by Jacob Musselman)
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Kroger starts construction process  
for new Brownsburg location

Brownsburg town leaders have issued a 
building permit to construct a new Kroger 
grocery store at the former Kmart property 
located at 975 N. Green Street that has sat 
empty since the store closed its doors in 
2017. Construction fencing went up just be-
fore Thanksgiving to demolish and build a 
bigger Kroger. For residents and town lead-
ers of the growing Brownsburg community, 

a new grocery store has been a top priority 
for years.

“We’re very excited to welcome a larger 
and upgraded Kroger to Brownsburg to 
serve our growing community,” said Browns-
burg Economic Development Director Deb-
bie Cook.

Read more at myhcicon.com/ 
brownsburg-new-kroger.

Connection Pointe in Brownsburg kicks off Yuletide 
Festival with ice skating and drive-in movies  

By Lindsay Doty
For the first time, Connection Pointe 

Christian Church in Brownsburg is host-
ing a Yuletide Festival for the community 
with drive-in movies and socially-distant ice 
skating to keep up the holiday cheer in Hen-
dricks County. 

“We want to share hope and light in a 
year that has felt dark and hopeless for 
many,” said Jen Storey, marketing director at 

Connection Pointe Christian Church. 
Throughout December guests are invited 

to skate on the synthetic iceless  rink in the 
front parking lot of the church located at 
1800 N. Green St. in Brownsburg. It’s free to 
skate. Skate rental is $5, or visitors can bring 
their own. Reservations are required to keep 
things spaced out.

Read more at myhcicon.com/connection-
pointe-brownsburg-yuletide-festival.

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 
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Help Kids Thrive, Prosper & Grow
To find out how you can 

positively impact our community 
and change the future for 

children in your community, 
contact the club nearest to you.

Kiwanis of Avon
Meets 1st and 3rd  

Thursday each month at noon
Avon American Legion Post 145

CONTACT: 
Linda Jenks @ 317-691-2852

Kiwanis of 
Brownsburg

Meets every  
Wednesday @ 8:00am

Best Friend Coffee & Bagel on 
East Main St., Brownsburg

CONTACT: 
Marvin Ward @ 317-508-5083

Kiwanis of Danville
Meets 1st and 3rd  
Tuesday at noon

Mayberry Café in Danville
CONTACT: 

Dee Oliphant @ 
kiwanisclubofdanville@gmail.com

Kiwanis of Plainfield
Meets 2nd and 4th  

Tuesday at noon
Temporarily via Zoom

CONTACT: 
Lori Lee @ 317-730-7043

 Thrives In Hendricks County
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WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved annual contracts with the Downtown 
Danville Partnership and the Greater Danville Chamber of Commerce for 2021, with 
an increase of funds going to the chamber.  

WHAT IT MEANS: The council provided $80,000 to DDP and $45,000 to the chamber in 
2020 to support community activities that the organizations manage. For 2021, the council 
approved $80,000 for the DDP. Council member Greg VanLaere proposed increased funding 
for the chamber to $55,000 because COVID-19 has had a strong impact on that organization. 
After a split vote, clerk-treasurer Jenny Pearcy voted in favor of the increase to break the tie.

Danville Town Council considers annexations, approves projects 
spending and appoints board members

WHAT HAPPENED: Town planner Lesa Ternet introduced a request from Rex and 
Rosalie Wilson of 527 N. County Road 50 E to be annexed into the town and was given 
permission to approach properties in close proximity to annex at the same time.  

WHAT IT MEANS: Currently, an annexation application can be submitted to the town 
at any time. Town manager Mark Morgan and Ternet requested that deadlines be set for 
annexation applications to be submitted to the town in the future to streamline the process. 

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met Nov. 18 and Dec. 2, at Danville Town Hall. The meetings 
can be viewed on the town’s YouTube channel. The council meets at 7 p.m. the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month. The next scheduled meeting is Dec. 16 at town hall, 49 N. Wayne St. 

5530 E. US Hwy 36 
Suite 100 

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060 cabincoffeecompany.com

Buy One Drink get
a Short Drink

FREE 
Expires 12/31/20

(of equal or 
lesser value)

WHAT HAPPENED: The wastewater department was given approval to purchase two 
new choppers and hire a company to remove trees and brush from a work zone. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Choppers lift raw sewage from residential dwellings for treatment. 
Two choppers will cost $19,313 and will be delivered in January. The removal of trees and 
brush from the town’s south sewer zone mainline will cost $8,450, with work scheduled in 
December and January.  

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a $39,000 expenditure for the parks 
department to begin the second phase of a trail in the park that loops around 
Barnett baseball field.

WHAT IT MEANS:  This is a segment of a larger walking trail system planned for Ellis and 
Eakin parks in Danville. The $39,000 breaks down to $14,000 for groundwork and $25,000 
for asphalt.  

WHAT HAPPENED:  Council president Tom Pado appointed Democrat William Sutton 
to the park board.

WHAT IT MEANS: Sutton replaces Kent Elliott who resigned in October due to moving 
outside town limits. Prior to Elliott’s departure, the board was all Republicans. 

WHAT HAPPENED: A public hearing was held for the annexation of property owned 
by Rex and Rosalie Wilson. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The Wilsons own approximately two acres located at 527 N. CR 50 E. This 
is a super voluntary annexation. At the Nov. 18 meeting, Ternet was given permission to 
approach property owners in close proximity for annexation, too. Letters have been sent to 
those owners.  

WHAT HAPPENED: Based on approval from the redevelopment commission, town 
manager Morgan presented a proposal for a contract with Hendricks County Paving 
& Sealcoating to repave the Danville Christian Church parking lot.  

WHAT IT MEANS: Staff at Danville Christian Church, 180 W. Main St., offer their back 
parking for Danville public parking Monday through Saturday. The town provides lot 
maintenance. Hendricks County Paving & Sealcoating will be paid $17,650. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Jerry Vornholt, owner of Vornholt & Associates that specializes 
in commercial and residential real estate, was reappointed to the Danville 
Redevelopment Commission. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The commission has five voting members and one non-voting member. 
The council president appoints two members, the council appoints two members and the 
school board recommends the non-voting member. 

December 2

November 18

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS! 

NEXT DAY  
APPOINTMENTS 

AVAILABLE

All three dermatologists are Board Certified by the American Academy of Dermatology.  

PLEASE CALL TO SCHEDULE 317-329-7050 
 

6820 Parkdale Place, Suite 211
Indianapolis, IN  46254-6600

www.EagleCreekDermatology.com



December 11, 2020
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

4 COVER STORY

A football life
By Mike Beas

In the days leading up to his eighth birthday, Jayme Com-
er expressed to his parents the desire to have his birthday 
party at a location with unlimited space.

Where better, he reasoned, than the playing surface of 
the Brownsburg High School football stadium.

This is the way it went for much of the late-1990s. Comer 
and eight to 10 of his closest friends would congregate on 
or near the date of his birthday (Oct. 9) to bask in the sheer 
carefreeness of being young. Presents were opened, cake 
was consumed, plays were diagrammed and footballs were 
passed on the then-grass field.

Fast-forward to two weeks ago.
It’s Comer, 31, a mask covering a portion of his bearded 

face, standing on the visitors sideline at Lucas Oil Stadium 
as Danville’s head coach in the Class 3A state champi-
onship game against Indianapolis Chatard. An even 
more spacious environment this time, but, too, 
cause for celebration as Warriors coaches and 
players receive medals and a trophy for be-
ing runner-up to the Trojans.

The more things change …
Comer, a 2008 Brownsburg graduate 

who was a standout middle lineback-
er for the Bulldogs, has coached in 
three consecutive state championship 
games, a feat most coaches in Indiana, 
even the grizzled types more than 
twice his age, never come close to 
accomplishing.

Prior to taking the Danville job, 
Comer was offensive coordinator 
at Western Boone during the Stars’ 
Class 2A titles in 2018 and 2019. It’s 
already been quite a ride for Comer, 
who despite the rings and medals accu-
mulated over the past few years, remains 
in the infancy of what could amount to a 
long and successful coaching career.

His father Brett Comer served 12 seasons as 
a Brownsburg assistant football coach and was 
the head coach from 2006-2015 (hence the acces-
sibility to the stadium playing surface for those 
birthday parties forever etched into the family’s 
memory).

The first word Jayme spoke as an infant was 
“ball,” according to his father. Hardly a surprise 
considering Jayme’s mom, Angee, is, like her 
husband, a 1987 Brownsburg graduate who 
excelled athletically. Brett played football and 
baseball for the Dogs. Angee, then known as 
Angee Brauman, was an all-state softball pitcher 

who went on to play at Butler University.
“I grew up within the Brownsburg football program,” said 

Jayme Comer. “I was a ball boy. I was on the sideline chart-
ing defense for (his dad) and had the opportunity to play for 
him.”

After graduating high school, Comer played two seasons 
at Illinois State University before transferring to the Univer-
sity of Indianapolis where his passion for the gridiron was 
rekindled by the mentoring of recently retired Greyhounds 
head coach Bob Bartolomeo.

In 2013, Comer became part of new coach Justin Pelley’s 
staff at Western Boone, a program that, like Danville, had ex-
perienced success. Up to that point, seven Stars squads had 
captured a sectional championship, four won regionals and 
two more made it to the title contest with the 1988 ballclub 
winning it all.

Impressive as it already was, WeBo’s tradition has skyrock-
eted to new heights under Pelley with three consecutive 2A 
state crowns. Comer was there seven years, the Stars put-
ting together a 67-20 record during that time.

In April, Comer was named the 16th head football coach 
in program history.

“As a new head coach, the biggest thing for me was try-
ing to teach our kids to continue to be unselfish, to play 
for each other, to understand that team football is win-
ning football,” said Comer. “If a teammate makes a play, we 
should be just as excited as if he makes a play.

“The second thing is the physical nature. We want to be 
the most physical team on the field every week that we 
play, and I think that’s something we’ve tried to instill in our 
kids from the moment we got there. This is something that I 
feel I’ve been preparing for my whole life.”

Brett Comer, the director of guidance at Brownsburg 
High School, can’t help but be impressed with his son’s 
rapid career ascent.

“Growing up, Jayme was always with me,” he said. “The 
day he came home from the hospital, I was coaching 
Brownsburg’s seventh grade team. There’s a picture of me 
holding him and I’m wearing my coach’s shirt.

“To watch his evolution is what coach Pelley allowed him 
to do his last two years at Western Boone. Jayme, who had 

always been a defensive guy, was the offensive coordi-
nator, which has really helped him as a play caller. 

Jayme’s knowledge of the game for a 31-year-old 
is pretty far advanced. He is much more cere-
bral on the sideline than when I was a first-

year coach.”
Laughing, the elder Comer added, “But I 

was 3-7 my first year, so there was a little 
more yelling involved.”

There was an air of the surreal the Mon-
day before last month’s state finals. The 
12 qualifying coaches were at Lucas Oil 
Stadium for a meeting, interviews and 
any other business needing to be ad-
dressed.

In the rear of one of the rooms was 
the Western Boone table with Pelley 

available to answer any questions re-
garding the Stars and their season. No 

more than an onside kick away was the 
Danville table with Comer present.
When asked if he was surprised Comer 

was there in his first season, Pelley’s re-
sponse was succinct.

“I’m not. He’s a great coach. We had a great 
run. Seven years together. Jayme was the 

strength coach over at Western Boone, and he 
really helped implement some things for our pro-

gram,” Pelley said. “To see him succeed in his first 
year coaching makes me very proud.

“Jayme is efficient and he’s organized. He just took 
on more responsibility each year. He coaches for kids, 
and I took a lot of things from him on how he took 
to being an offensive coordinator. He got mad at me 
there for a while because I made him do the practice 

plans, but I think he might see the benefit now.”

Presented by:

Jayme Comer grew up around the sport 
in Brownsburg and just completed 
successful first season as Danville coach

Jayme Comer and his father Brett pose for a snapshot after Danville’s semi state win over 
Southridge. (Photo provided by Comer)
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GETTING TO KNOW COACH COMER
Coaching oftentimes is about influences. Who are the coaching mentors you’ve 
had to this point that motivated you to pursue this as a career? 

My father (Brett Comer), having the opportunity to grow up on the sidelines 
of the Brownsburg football program was a unique and educational experience 
all around. I was able to see what it takes to run a successful program, the 
small details that most people may not notice and finally the commitment to 
developing the whole player that it takes to be successful.  

In college I had the opportunity to play for Chris Keevers and Bob Bartolomeo. 
Both of those men taught me how to run a first-class college program that placed 
a high priority on academics and finally going above and beyond to be prepared. 
No team ever outworked our coaches at UIndy.

Coach Justin Pelley from Western Boone gave me my first opportunity to be a 
high school coach. Coach Pelley entrusted me with a large portion of his program, 
he allowed me to learn and to grow as a young coach, something that I will for-
ever be grateful for. He finally gave me full reins of his favorite part of football (call 
the offense) and I can point to that as a major reason for the ability I have had to 
lead the Danville program. 

Tell us a little about your family: 
I have been married to my wonderful wife Kristina (Kerrigan) Comer for the 

past four years, and we are blessed to have a 1-year old son, K.J. Kristina and I met 
while we were both student-athletes at the University of Indianapolis. Kristina 
played volleyball, while I played football. 

What do you teach at Danville High School, and why are you passionate about it? 
Advanced physical education grades nine through 12. I have always had 

outstanding strength coaches throughout my playing career. I knew that I was 
passionate about athletic development and helping our student-athletes reach 
their full potential. This position allows me to work with a wide variety of athletes 
and help them to reach their goals. 

You’ve been to three consecutive state finals, two as an assistant and once as a 
head coach. How do you explain such immediate success for someone who is 
only 31? 

I have been very fortunate to be around great players and great coaches that 
allow us to have these opportunities. There is a ton of time and hard work that 
goes into the success we achieve on the field, those are the things most people 
don’t see. Having the experiences that I have had over the past few years just 
makes me appreciate the players and the time that I have been able to spend with 
them. The memories that we have been able to make are priceless. 

What do you like most about being able to teach and coach at Danville? 
Having the opportunity to come to a tradition-rich school and program like 

Danville is a dream, and then in our first year to make history going to the state 
finals is truly amazing. Danville is a town that loves its football, and I hope the season 
we had continues to motivate our players, and future players that Warrior football 
should be at Lucas Oil Stadium on Thanksgiving weekend. We have knocked on the 
door, now we have to continue to improve to kick the door down.

ASSISTED LIVING • REHABILITATION 
LONG TERM CARE • MEMORY SUPPORT

The heart  
 of CarDon

                                                 WHERE COMPASSION         WHERE COMPASSION  
MEETS CARE.MEETS CARE.

Take our free assessment by scanning the code.

405 West Main Street • Plainfield
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Friday - Saturday
7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

DINING ROOM 
NOW OPEN  

Curbside Carryout 
still available.

BestBest
TenderloinTenderloin
in town!in town!

oasisdiner.com

This picture 
from a previous 
season shows 
Jayme Comer 
coaching at 
Western Boone.  
(Photo provided 
by Comer) 
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5197 Fairway Drive, Avon, Indiana 46123 
(317) 745-6448

Junior (Age 17 & under)  ���������������������������$550; Sale:  $350
• Does not include range, golf cart; must play after 11 a.m. on Fri-Sun.

Young Adult (18-35)  ������������������������������$1,100; Sale:  $900
Single (Age 36-54)  ������������������������������ $1,900; Sale:  $1,700
Senior (Age 55+)  ��������������������������������� $1,600; Sale:  $1,400
Family  �����������������������������������������������������������������������$2,000

ADD  Spouse: $400  |  ADD  Junior: $250

2021 Membership

$200 OFF

Additional Membership Amenities:
UNLIMITED GOLF AND CART  •  DRIVING RANGE 
PRIORITY TEE TIME BOOKING

20% OFF  Golf Shop Merchandise (Soft Goods)
10% OFF  Hard Goods
$5 OFF  Guests Rounds  
(excludes Twilight Rounds)
50% OFF  on Room Rental Fees 
for Event Pavilion Bookings

2021 MEMBERSHIP 
EXPIRES END OF DAY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18TH.

COMMUNITY

Hendricks Regional Health gears up 
to distribute first batch of COVID-19 

vaccines for frontline workers in 
Hendricks and Putnam counties

By Lindsay Doty

The team at Hendricks Regional Health 
has plans to receive and distribute the first 
batch of COVID-19 vaccines this month for 
designated health care workers from hospi-
tals and long-term care facilities in Hen-
dricks and Putnam counties.

HRH in Danville was chosen as one of 47 
distribution sites in Indiana.

Pending federal approval, the first round 
of vaccines made by Pfizer will arrive and 
be distributed by the HRH team at the Hen-
dricks County 4-H Fairgrounds in Danville 
starting this month.

The shots will be given to those who 
meet the criteria for Phase 1A set by the 
government. That list includes frontline 
health care workers from both HRH, IU 
Health West Hospital in Avon and hospital 
workers in Putnam County, along with long-
term healthcare facilities, practicing physi-
cians, home hospice care and cleaning staff 
on the frontlines.

“It’s not just nurses or doctors. It’s desig-
nated for anyone who comes into con-
tact with patients or infectious material,” 
explains Dr. Michelle Fenoughty, HRH chief 
medical officer.

If all goes as planned, HRH will receive 
975 vaccines in the first batch from Pfizer 
starting Dec. 17. She says additional shots 
(if approved) will arrive the next week from 
both Pfizer and biotech firm Moderna.

Both vaccines require two doses that are 
spaced more than 20 days apart.

“I’m excited and relieved. This is our first 
opportunity to play offense and reduce the 
number of people that spread the disease,” 

said Fenoughty who will be part of the 
group receiving the first batch.

For workers who meet the phase require-
ments, the state will release a sign-up link to 
register for a date and time to get the vac-
cine. Those employees will need an identi-
fication to validate their employment upon 
arrival at the fairgrounds.

The team at HRH in Danville volunteered 
to handle distribution. Hospital leaders say 
they have the ultra-cold storage required to 
store the vaccines and the pharmaceutical 
experience to handle distribution.

The vaccine must be thawed before it is 
put into syringes and is handled carefully 
with gloves.

The distribution team chose the fair-
grounds in Danville due to its central loca-
tion and open space for social distancing.

“We wanted a big space, and the fair-
grounds allowed us to spread people out. 
We want to be able to vaccinate 100 people 
per hour,” said Fenoughty, who is confident 
in the effectiveness of the vaccine.

“I have comfort that all of the brilliant 
minds have come together to ensure the 
safety of this vaccine,” she said.

For those workers who meet the require-
ments to get the vaccine but have already 
had COVID-19, Fenoughty said they will still 
be encouraged to get the shots, but if they 
are still in the range of the 90-day immunity, 
they will not be at the top of the list.  

An FDA advisory committee is expected 
to review Pfizer’s request for emergency-use 
authorization of its vaccine on Dec. 10 and 
discuss Moderna’s request on Dec. 17. 

 ICONICbrief
Hendricks County Solid Waste Management District adopts new name

The Hendricks County Solid Waste 
Management District is now Hendricks 
County Recycling District. At a recent 
meeting, the district’s board of directors 
made the name change official. 

The district became a unit of Hen-
dricks County government in 2005. Over 
the years, the board and staff have heard 
and seen a lot of confusion among the 
public about the role of the organiza-
tion. 

While the organization’s name is 

changing, its mission remains promoting 
recycling, waste reduction and proper 
waste management in Hendricks Coun-
ty. Staff members, educational efforts 
and programs are not changing. 

Along with a new name and logo, the 
district’s website has been renamed and 
overhauled. Residents are encouraged 
to visit RecycleHendricksCounty.org. In 
addition, the district’s recycling guide 
has been updated and a digital version is 
available on the website. 
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Schedule Today

Physicians at Plainfield Health Center

Welcoming  
New Patients

ASHLEY 
KOSELKE, MD 
Family  
Medicine  

(844) 376-2778

TIMOTHY  J. 
SHOEMAKER, MD 

Diabetes & 
Endocrinology

(317) 865-5904

JOE 
RICHARDVILLE, MD

Sports Medicine and 
Family Medicine 

(844) 376-2778

    VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  
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Young talents with Children’s Ballet in Danville to dance ‘The Nutcracker’ in first stage performance since pandemic

Hannah Wihite dances the role of the Snow Queen in the 2019 performance of 
“The Nutcracker.” (Photo provided by Sarah Crail with The Children’s Ballet) 

REALTORS

F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.

Free Market Analysis 
and Consultation For real estate satisfaction, call Adam Jackson! Adam Jackson

REALTOR®/Broker

317-777-1527 c    |    adam jackson@talktotucker.com    |    Talk ToTucker.com/adam.jackson    |    

Merry and bright: Brownsburg family wows drivers with synchronized 
Christmas light display show that raises money for charity 

Danville Dips ice cream 
parlor hits the sweet spot 

on the historic square
By Lindsay Doty

Retired Hendricks County 
Circuit Court Judge Jeffrey 
Boles was the first one in the 
door on opening day, Nov. 
27, at Danville Dips, the new 
locally-owned ice cream 
shop located in the former 
Baker Hardware building at 
South Washington and East 
Marion on the Historic Dan-
ville Square.

“I was the first one to pay. 
I had two dips of coffee ice 
cream and a waffle cone,” 
said Boles. “It’s wonderful for 
Danville and the people on 
the Square and the commu-
nity. Anytime you can have 
ice cream on the square it’s 
a good time.”

A steady stream of cus-
tomers attended the open-
ing and lines formed for 
four hours during Danville’s 
Christmas on the Square 
event. Owners feel blessed to have such support.

“We knew Danville would support a local small business, but with 
all that is going on in 2020 we do count our blessings to live in a town 
that does support their own and find ways to maintain some normal-
cy,” said Danville Dips owner Kevin Hill who runs the business with his 
wife Susan.

The Danville couple wanted to give Danville a locally-owned ice 
cream shop that you could visit year-round to get a scoop or sundae 
with your kids or Little League pals.

Danville Dips sells Hershey’s (not the candy) hard dip ice cream in 
24 flavors, along with eight soft serve options using the locally-owned 
Flavor Burst attachment headquartered in Danville, along with hot 
fudge sundaes and cones. The team renovated the old building to add 
some ice-cream-parlor charm with glass-window seating looking out 
at the Square. 

“Every day has been good business, and, more importantly, the 
community seems to love the space and the concept,” said Hill.

The first flavor to sell out on opening day? Peppermint Stick.
“We use it in our ‘hot chocolate float,’ which is a scoop or two of 

peppermint stick ice cream topped with 
rich Ghirardelli hot chocolate.”

Retired Hendricks County Circuit Court 
Judge Jeffrey Boles was the first customer 
at Danville Dips. Posing maskless he signed 
the first dollar at the store and chose the first 
scoops — coffee flavor. (Photo by Rick Myers)

Kaufmann Family Light Display 
Where: 5245 N. County Road 600 E, Brownsburg 
What: One of the top family light displays at the 

Kaufmann house in Brownsburg includes an impressive 
LED light display with synchronized music. 

When: Thanksgiving-Dec. 29, weeknights until 10 p.m., 
weekends until 11 p.m.
No show if it’s raining. 

Cost: Free. Donations go to Habitat For Humanity

Nutcracker Holiday Tea
When: Dec. 18-20 before each performance.

Where: Court House Grounds,  
65 S. Washington St. Danville.

Cost: $25 
Tickets: eventbrite.com/e/nutcracker-holiday-tea-

tickets-126994007495

Caption:

The Kaufmann 
family puts up 
one of the most 
impressive personal 
light displays in 
Hendricks County. 
The 40-minute 
show is set to 
music and is free. 
Donations are 
donated to Habitat 
for Humanity. 
(Photos provided by 
Mary Reilly)

By Lindsay Doty

Every December the Kaufmann family transforms their 
Brownsburg home into a Christmas decor must-see that in-
cludes a synchronized light show set to cheery holiday tunes.

The display has more than 4,000 LED lights that dance from 
tree to tree, across the lawn and roof. Every night, neighbors 
and community members drive along a designated route on 
the property to view the family’s display.

“I love Christmas, and I love being able to do this for the 
community. My children adore it,” said Dr. Mary Reilly. 

She and her husband, Dr. Michael Kaufmann (both emer-
gency room physicians with St. Vincent), along with their four 
children enjoy seeing the cars cruise by. 

“They will look and say, ‘We have 20 cars out there!’ They 
just like knowing people are enjoying it,” said Reilly. 

The family also takes pride in the work behind their pro-level 
setup. And it is work. They started the display in 2013 with the 
help of an electrician family friend Ben Wildman who designed 
the light circuit system that runs amps and cords through a 
crawl space. The Kaufmann family took things over two years 
later. They do it all, from checking every bulb and plug. 

“There are 48 different circuits that run in the hardware 
crawl space. We probably have close to 200 extension cords. 
It’s totally insane,” she said laughing. 

They use a software called Light-O-Rama that runs off a 
dedicated computer to control the lights and have an FM 
radio transmitter and antenna so visitors can tune into the 
music on their car radios. They do a mix ranging from “The 12 
Days of Christmas” to Straight No Chaser (mom’s fav). 

It’s a family effort to get the lights up and sometimes means 
dad on a harness or the kids rigging up handy items to reach 
those tough high spots.

“One year, my then-17- year-old went and got the pool 
cleaner that fits a light bulb perfectly on the end of it and we 
used that to reach the tree,” recalled Reilly.

No accidents or Clark Griswald moments, but they do admit 
the electrical bill does surge in the month of December. Still, 
the moments are worth it. 

The show is free and open to anyone. They have a dona-
tion box along the route that goes directly to the Habitat for 
Humanity of Boone County (Hendricks County doesn’t have a 
Habitat branch). With donations over the years, the commu-
nity has helped raise $12,000 for the nonprofit thanks to the 
light show. 

With the pandemic making 2020 a challenging one, the 

Kaufmanns have been looking forward to getting away from 
the hospital and enjoying some Christmas cheer. 

They are happy to offer people something safe while mak-
ing the season bright. Really bright! 

The Kaufmann family delivered a check to Habitat for Humanity of Boone 
County from donations after a previous year’s light display. 

Ro
m

an
N

um
er

al
s

8,7258,725
The number 
of food items 
collected 
during the 
Brownsburg 

Let’s Give Food Drive. Thanks to generous 
community donations, items were collected 
during the 2020 Let’s Give Food Drive last 
month in Brownsburg to support Messiah 
Lutheran Church’s pantry. The church pantry 
serves more than 2,000 Hendricks County 
families in need a year. Brownsburg town 
leaders thanked the community, along with 
K1ds Count Therapy and Autism Services for 
donating more than 935 items to the drive. The 
2020 collection topped last year’s donation 
numbers of around 5,000 items. Brownsburg 
Parks and Recreation also played a big role 
in the drive, offering its lobby to collect and 
organize the items, from peanut butter to rows 
of canned soup. Parks staff loaded up the truck 
packed with food and delivered it to the church 
food pantry on Nov. 30. The items were sorted 
with the help of church volunteers.

Brownsburg Parks staff and Messiah Lutheran Church 
volunteers unloaded the parks’ truck that was packed front 
to back with donated items. (Photo provided by the Town of 
Brownsburg)

The Children’s Ballet “The 
Nutcracker”

When:  7 p.m. Dec. 18 and 19 and 2:30 p.m. Dec. 20
Where: Danville Community High School,  

100 Warrior Way, Danville.
Cost: Virtual, $10; In-person $20 for adults and 

$12 for children 12 and under.
Website: thechildrensballet.com/nutcracker.

By Lindsay Doty

Every week young ballerina Chloe Schut spends hours rehearsing for her 
upcoming role as Marie in Hendrick’s County’s production of “The Nutcrack-
er” presented by The Children’s Ballet in Danville.

“I’m most excited about watching the Sugar Plum Fairy dance and looking 
forward to having more of an opportunity to act while I dance this year,” said 
Chloe.

The Danville sixth grader is one of 40 local students from the ballet school 
who will perform the holiday classic this month at Danville Community High 
School. 

The student dancers, who range in age from 18 to just 5 years old, will join 
local actors and professional dancers for Tchaikovsky’s beloved holiday classic.

“Nutcracker is special because it is the reason most people discover ballet. 
It is a magical story, but its legacy, joy and beautiful music are treasured by the 
dancers,” said Children’s Ballet artistic director Emily Miser. “Especially during 
this year, this will be the first time our dancers have been on a stage this year.”

The ballet school in Danville shut down in the spring due to COVID-19. The 
pandemic meant online classes and then limited students.

“Our biggest impact was not being able to put on our spring performance 

last May, as it is our biggest event of the year,” said Miser. 
“It has been a reimagining of how we do things, but our 
core of classical ballet training in a family environment 
has not changed.”

The dancers are looking forward to getting back on 
stage. Each student had to audition for a role in “The 
Nutcracker” in July and has dedicated several hours a 
week of rehearsal since then.

“They have rehearsals, but they also have to come 
to ballet class to work on their technique and stamina 
so they are ready for this full-length ballet. It is a lot of 
work, but it is also a lot of fun,” said Miser.

Assisted by Vanessa Schuldt, “The Nutcracker” will be 
performed Dec. 18, 19 and 20. Due to COVID-19, there is 
a virtual ticket option on Friday. Seats for the in-person 
performances are limited and will be spaced out to al-
low for social distancing. Face coverings will be required 
for entry to the school.

“We are working closely with the Hendricks County 

Health Department to make everyone safe. The school 
has been extremely generous in providing the location,” 
said Anne Johansson, executive director of The Chil-
dren’s Ballet. 

Joining dancers will be actors from Hendricks Civic 
Theatre and a special guest performance by Bill Franklin 
of Court House Grounds as Godfather Drosselmeyer.

To celebrate the show, there will be a pre-show 
Nutcracker Holiday Tea held this year at Court House 
Grounds in Danville and includes food and special teas, 
along with a kid craft and pictures with Nutcracker char-
acters. Tickets are $25 each (sold separately from shows) 
and seats are limited due to social distancing. Only 30 
spots are available for each tea. 

“We are doing smaller teas and so thankful to Court-
house Grounds and Our SpecialTEA for supporting us 
and putting the teas on,” said Miser. “I think it is impor-
tant to celebrate the ballet school because not only the 
importance of the arts, and live performing arts, but 
mostly because we have wonderful students.”
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At Ascension St. Vincent, you’ll find a different kind of relationship 
between you and your care team. It starts with getting to know you, so  
we can deliver a personalized care plan that’s right for you — whether 
your need is simple or complex. And we have strict precautions in place 
for your safety while in our care. Because when it comes to your health,  
your care is our calling. 

Don’t delay, get care you need today — or when and where you need it. 

Your care is our calling.TM

GetStVincentCare.com

© Ascension 2020. All rights reserved.
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Hendricks County park system updates 5-year 
plan, includes a new park and developments

By Gus Pearcy

The opening of a new park and expand-
ing two existing properties are on tap for 
the next five years at the Hendricks County 
Parks and Recreation Department. The 
department, which runs McCloud Nature 
Park, the far western portion of the Vanda-
lia Trail and a new park between Avon and 
Plainfield, is redefining the Comprehensive 
Master Plan for 2021-2025. The plan is nec-
essary to apply for state and federal funding 
or grants.

Opening and continued development of 
W.S. Gibbs Memorial Park sits atop the list. 
The park is the department’s latest property 
in the southwest corner of Avon. Assistant 
superintendent Eric Ivie said plans include 
opening the park next year.

The park is on Gibbs Road between 
county roads 200 S and 350 S and has been 
on the parks department’s plans since 2010. 
The addition will be important for many 
reasons.

“For us to have a park that is centrally-
located, both geographically and in relation 
to the population of Hendricks County, I 
think, is going to be real important for us,” 
Ivie said. “It’s also going to allow us to offer 

more recreation type activities. There are 
going to be a lot of features of the park that 
we’re not quite ready to release to the pub-
lic, but they’re going to be pretty darn neat.”

Gibbs park will be more focused on rec-
reation with plans for the department’s first 
playground.

Plans also include expanding the Vandalia 
Trail between Amo and Clayton. Ivie said 
the ultimate goal is to stretch the trail across 
the entire county as part of the National 
Road Heritage Trail. The former path of the 
interurban tracks is deemed a visionary trail 
by the State of Indiana.

“The vision is that it will be a trail that 
runs nonstop from Terre Haute all the way 
to Richmond,” Ivie said. “Our goal now is 
to expand eastward from Amo, eventually 
through Clayton and Cartersburg, and con-
nect to Plainfield’s portion of the Vandalia 
Trail, and their portion runs all the way to 
the Hendricks-Marion County line.”

If that happens, Hendricks County will 
be one of the first counties to get that ac-
complished in Indiana, Ivie said, adding that 
land between Amo and Clayton has been 
purchased but more acquisition is needed.

McCloud, the system’s first and best-
known park, will see some improvements, 
too. The plan calls for renovating a cottage 
on the property and investigating purchas-
ing more land for the passive park.

A recent survey of 2,500 county residents 
helped open the department’s eyes, Ivie 
said. The rate of response ran 22%, which 
means the confidence level — compared to 
sampling every resident — was better than 
91%. The response was supportive from the 
people who had gone to one of the parks, 
Ivie said.

“The No. 1 attraction at McCloud is the 
trails,” he said. “People are attracted to 
things that are at the park.”

People want to go to the parks on their 
own time and schedule and explore, rather 
than going for a specific event, he said.

“We did set single-month attendance 
records in April and May,” he added. “When 
everybody was coming out of the initial 
quarantine, they went to the parks. It was a 
great place to go and get some space, still 
get some fresh air and get out of the house.”

CAPTION: 
This is a rendering of the new W.S. Gibbs 
Memorial Park on Gibbs Road in the southwest 
corner of Avon between county roads 200 S 
and 350 S. The park is expected to open in 
2021. (Rendering provided by Hendricks County 
Parks & Recreation)
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HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

By Ken Sebree

Hoosier Keith Bradbury grew 
up watching “Doctor Who” and 
became a lifelong fan, along 
with countless others. In 1998 
Bradbury opened the Who 
North America museum and 
retail store in Hendricks County 
featuring thousands of “Doctor 
Who” collectables and curiosi-
ties. After 20 years the business 
is still thriving and is thought 
to be the only Doctor Who mu-
seum in North America and pos-
sibly in the world.

The science fiction television 
series “Doctor Who” originated 
on the BBC Network in 1963 
and soon became a landmark 
of British popular culture. The 
program depicts the adventures 
of a Time Lord called The Doctor, an ex-
traterrestrial being who is, to all appear-
ances, human. 

The Doctor explores the universe in 
a time traveling spaceship called the 
TARDIS. Its exterior appears as a blue 
British police booth, which was a com-
mon sight in Britain in 1963 when the 
series began. 

The show is a significant part of Brit-
ish pop culture and has gained some-
thing of a cult following. Through the 
years 13 different actors have played 
the role of The Doctor. The transition 
from one actor to the next is written 
into the plot of the show with the con-
cept of regeneration into a new incar-
nation where the Time Lord transforms 
into a new body when he is badly hurt.

Millions of science fiction fans around 
the world regularly watch television 
episodes of the adventures of “Doctor 
Who.” 

When arriving at Who North America 
located along Indiana 67 in Camby, visi-
tors will truly find themselves in Whot-
opia. Upon entering the front door, 
guests encounter a full-size TARDIS, 
which, along with the marquee sign 
outside, have become the top photo 
ops for visitors.

Admission to the 5,000-square-foot fa-
cility is free, and the retail store holds aisle 

after aisle of Doctor Who merchandise. 
The museum features the shop’s pri-

vate collection of unique “Doctor Who” 
memorabilia. Look up to see a full size 
Lady Cassandra — a recurring antago-
nist who says she is human but appears 
as skin with a face that is stretched in 
a frame overhead. Those wandering 
through the southern Hendricks County 
museum won’t miss the largest cookie 
jar of the robot Dalek that one will ever 
see. A game arcade room features a 
“Doctor Who” pinball machine and Voy-
ager (the sixth doctor in the series) ar-
cade game that visitors can play for free.

Who North America hosts activities 
and events throughout the year includ-
ing cosplay workshops, game nights 
and fan gatherings. However, the two 
most notable events are Doctorfest, 
held most years in late October, and the 
All Things Handmade craft show each 
summer.

Not everyone is a fan of “Doctor Who” 
or science fiction, but a visit to Who 
North America promises to be an inter-
esting and entertaining event.

‘Doctor Who’ museum 
welcomes science fiction fans 
to southern Hendricks County

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect and 
resident of Hendricks County for well 
over 40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

Visit the Who North America museum and retail store 
for merchandise and collectables from the show “Doctor 
Who.”  (Photo by Trinity Schumann)
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HISTORY finds
Santa’s sleigh

Hendricks County Historical Museum is now open, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays or by ap-
pointment for groups at hendrickscountymuseum.org. Docent/guides will wear masks, and masks 
will be provided for guests. 

By Marty Carter

“Use it up. Wear it out. Make it do or 
do without.” 

Those who lived through the Great 
Depression gained bits of wisdom that 
guided them for the rest of their lives. 
Unlike today when so much is dispos-
able, if there was any chance that an 
item could be reused or repurposed, 
they saved it “just in case.”

A delightful example is this Santa’s 
sleigh which is currently decorating the 
mid-twentieth century kitchen at the 
Hendricks County Historical Museum. It 
was made by Minnie Schulmeister, pos-
sibly in the 1950s, from, of all things, the 
breastbone of a turkey! 

Minnie’s granddaughter Suzanne 
Whicker remembers it as the centerpiece 
on her grandmother’s holiday table — 
a remnant of Thanksgiving recycled for 
Christmas. 

Used Christmas gift wrap and ribbon 
were once carefully smoothed out and 
stored away for the next year. 

There were (and sometimes still are) 
stashes of empty boxes and bags and 
containers and all sorts of things, but 
Mrs. Schulmeister’s turkey bone sleigh is 
surely one of the most creative examples 
of recycling ever. 

YOUR ORDER
EVERY MONDAY
& WEDNESDAY

 

50% OFF

Cannot be combined with any 
other o�ers. Participating 

locations only. Call ahead for
 quick pick up or curbside delivery. 

Must be redeemed at pick up. 
Not eligible for online ordering. 

O�er expires 12/31/2020

We Make It. 
You Bake It.TM

absolutely!
CURBSIDE PICKUP?

you betcha!
DELIVERY?

ORDER ONLINE TODAY! Visit our area 
locations Today!

Avon • 317-271-6200
10728 E. US Hwy 36, Avon, 46123

Zionsville • 317-733-9989
51 Boone Village, Zionsville, 46077

papamurphys.com
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OUR BEST WEAPON 
AGAINST THE  
CORONAVIRUS IS YOU.

PRESENTING SPONSOR

HOPE SPONSORS

STRENGTH SPONSORS

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

FAMILY SPONSOR

FRIEND SPONSORS
Electric Plus
Hostetter & Associates
Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance
Karen & Michael Beaty, DDS 

Wurster Construction

Shiel Sexton Company, Inc.
BMO Harris Bank
ERMCO, Inc
Guidon Design
Majestic Care
Ray’s Trash Service

Support our End-of-Year Giving Campaign and help Hendricks Regional Health in 

the fight against COVID-19. Every dollar donated will be matched by our generous 

campaign sponsors listed below. Your donation will directly benefit our COVID-19 

Relief Fund and our healthcare team’s effort to continue keeping our community safe.

 

Please consider supporting us with your tax-deductible gift at 

supporthendricks.org/EOY2020.
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Grandmother’s gingerbread cookies 
bring holiday cheer to Avon family

By Lindsay Doty

For as long as she can remember, Joanna 
Sell and her family have enjoyed ginger-
bread cookies during the holidays. Her 
gingerbread boy treats are as tasty as they 
are cute and a perfect guest at the family 
cookie exchange.

“Our immediate family tries to get togeth-
er each December and have a fun baking 
cookie day. Each of us brings dough ready 
to bake or recipes and ingredients for our 
favorite cookies,” said Sell. “At the end of the 
day we divide up the cookies and each fam-
ily then can use their share as gifts for other 
family members or friends and of course, 
just to eat.”

The busy grandmother from Avon always 
brings her gingerbread dough ready to roll 
out and bake. Her treats are always a hit. 

A member of the Hendricks County Ex-
tension Homemakers, Sell shares her treat 
recipe for others to bake and enjoy. 

Ingredients: 2/3 cup butter, softened; 
1 teaspoon baking powder, 1/2 cup sugar, 
1 teaspoon baking soda, 1 egg, 1 tea-
spoon cinnamon, ½ cup dark molasses, 
1/2 teaspoon ground cloves, 3 cups flour, 1 
teaspoon ginger, 1/2 teaspoon salt, 1/2 tea-
spoon ground nutmeg.

Directions: 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
2. Cream butter and sugar. Add egg and 

molasses; mix well. 
3. Add dry ingredients.
4. Mix until well-combined. 
5. Roll out  quarter-inch thick and cut 

with a gingerbread cookie cutter. 
6. Use raisins or red hots to make buttons. 
7. Bake 8-10 minutes. Cool for 2 minutes 

on a cookie sheet and move to wire 
racks. 

8. Optional frosting to decorate.

Joanna Sell holds one of her gingerbread boy 
cookies on a plate after a busy afternoon of baking. 
(Photo provided by Sell)

Call Terry Lee
Direct

317-674-7401
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Worklife to scuba diving, Mike and Mari 
Larkin enjoy adventure and healthy living
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Mike and Mari Larkin in Curacao, January 2015. (Submitted photo)
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By Stephanie Dolan 
stephanie@icontimes.com 

Plainfield’s Mike and Mari Larkin met 37 years ago 
in the beach town of Pensacola, Fla. Even though they 
live in Plainfield, they have found a love of exploring 
the ocean waters through a more recent hobby, scuba 
diving.

Mari focuses on fitness, and Mike’s role as Duke 
Energy’s Emergency Preparedness Manager is just the 
tip of the iceberg for their active lifestyle.

Mike, 61, is Duke Energy’s Emergency Preparedness 
Manager, acting as the spokesperson.

“He’s the storm guy,” Mari said to simplify the job.
“We assist with any weather-related incident that 

would require restoration of other utilities,” he said. 
“We work with mutual assistance organizations to get 

them to travel to support each other.”
For example, Duke employees from Indiana went 

south to help with Hurricane Sally cleanup. Duke covers 
three regions in Florida, the Carolinas and the Midwest, 
Mike Larkin said. 

“I did used to travel in earlier restoration efforts as a 
damage assessor, but I don’t do that anymore,” he said. 
“Now it’s a lot of emails and conference calls.”

She grew up in Indiana but had moved to Florida in 
her 20s when she met her future husband. They moved 
and lived in Tampa, Fla., for 30 years before moving 
back to the Hoosier state a decade ago to be closer 
to her family. Among other relatives, Mari, 59, has a 
brother in Indianapolis while another brother and her 
parents are up in Goshen, and they have a daughter in 
Michigan and a daughter and a son in Florida as well as 
five grandsons.

“We landed in Plainfield because of Mike’s job at 
Duke Energy, but we actually love Plainfield and we have 
no intention of moving from here,” said Mari who hasn’t 
worked outside the home since returning to Indiana. 
“Everybody asks if we’re going to move back to Florida 
once he retires. The answer is no.”

About five years ago, Mari had an itch to learn to 
scuba dive. Mike had been certified when he lived in 
Florida. So, they found Tom Whitfield who is an instruc-
tor at Richard A. Carlucci Recreation and Aquatic Center 
in Plainfield, a move that has upped their travel game.

“In the scuba diving world, there are certifications,” 
Mike said. “Mari is basic, while I’m working towards get-
ting my master scuba diving ranking. There are different 
levels throughout as well as assorted specialty courses 
you can take as well for, say, night diving.”

“Normally, when I tell someone I’ve got a student, 

Worklife to scuba diving, Mike and Mari 
Larkin enjoy adventure and healthy living

ACTIVE
LIFESTYLE

Mari and Mike Larkin at a test dive at the Decatur Central High School pool before a trip in March 2019. (Submitted photo)
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I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G M E M O R Y  C A R E

INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

ONLY

200 Arbor Lane 
Danville, IN

COTTAGE HOME

LEFT

people figure they’re high school age,” 
Whitfield said. “The Larkins were 50 or 
so when they decided to take the class. 
They’re wonderful people. Outside of the 
scuba we’ve become friends now.”

It doesn’t matter how old you are, you 
can always pick up a new hobby and 
learn something new, Whitfield said.

“Learning should always be lifelong,” 
he said. “With Mari, she was a labor of 
love. The first night she was in the pool, 
she was terrified. Now they’ve been all 
through the Carribean. They’re going 
back to Honduras in January. They’re two 
great Plainfield residents who continue 
to look for additional ways to continue 
learning.”

The Larkins have traveled to Curaçao 
in the Caribbean and Cancun and 
Cozumel, Mexico to enjoy their scuba 
diving hobby.

“We were supposed to go to 
Honduras earlier this year, but that got 
cancelled because of COVID,” Mari 
said. “Now, we are supposed to go in 
January.”

The Larkins aren’t just active when on 
vacation. 

She goes for a daily walk or bike ride 
and lifts weights at least six days a week. 

“Fitness is huge for me, so I’m always 
working on meal planning and doing the 
healthy stuff and keeping this man on his 
toes,” she said.

Even though he’s working, Mike tries to 
keep up with his wife in the fitness zone.

“I get at least one workout in a day, 
sometimes two,”” he said. “I’m working 
from home because our company is still 
working on introducing us back into the 
workforce.”

Before the pandemic, the couple 

worked out at the rec center, attending 
a spin class, lifting weights and using the 
walking track in case of bad weather.

“We also used to swim a lot, a lot more 
than we do now,” Mari said. “That was 
the only thing that saved me when I was 
learning how to scuba dive. All I had to 
do was look up, and I knew I could push 
up to the bottom and the top was just 10 
feet away.”

Last year, the Larkins travelled to 
Cozumel to scuba dive, which was per-
fect because she only likes to dive in 
warm water.

“We got certified in a quarry in 
Logansport and couldn’t see your hand 
in front of your face. Now, the more I do 
it, the less fearful I am about going down 
and seeing stuff,” she said. “It pushes me 
to face fears. It’s very peaceful.”

“I was having a hard time keeping 
up with her,” Mike said, referring to the 
Mexico trip. “Getting in that weightless 
environment and seeing the different 
wildlife, fish and terrain in the shallow 
Caribbean waters, the coral life is so 
vibrant.”

Diving also gives them time together, a 
classic case of opposites attract.

“People that know us know that Mike 
and I are complete opposites,” Mari said. 
“I’m the stickler with details. He’s kind of 
gray all over and easygoing. We balance 
each other out quite well. Where I am 
lacking in whatever strengths, he has 
those. I think I make him bolder. Some 
couples it antagonizes them, but for us it 
works super well.”

From family to the deep sea, the cou-
ple enjoys each other, Mike said. “We’ve 
got to be doing something right to stay 
married to each other for this long.”

Mari LarkinMike Larkin  (Submitted photos)
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Heart health at the holidays

The holidays can impact heart 
health more than most people 
realize, especially for those with 

already-diagnosed conditions such as 
congestive heart failure.

“The holidays can be 
times of excess eating 
and drinking, and this can 
potentially trigger acute 
worsening of heart dis-
ease,” Dr. Michael Byers, 
cardiologist at IU Health 
West Hospital, said. “Pa-
tients with congestive heart failure are 
especially susceptible to increased 
sodium intake, and an excess intake of 
sodium can lead to worsening of fluid 
retention and congestion, in turn lead-
ing to increased shortness of breath 
and swelling.”

Byers also said that excess alcohol 
intake can raise blood pressure and 
trigger heart rhythm disturbances, 
such as atrial fibrillation.

“Travel and hectic schedules can 
occasionally lead to missed doses of 
medication, which can lead to decom-
pensation and worsening symptoms,” 
he added.

Over the years, Byers said, he and 

his colleagues have come to under-
stand that there are many factors that 
increase the risk of heart disease and 
heart attack.

“Age is a powerful risk factor for 
heart disease, with risk beginning to 
increase around 45 for men and 55 for 
women,” he said. “A genetic predispo-
sition for heart disease can run in fami-
lies. Physical inactivity, overweight and 
obesity, and smoking all increase the 
risk, as do high blood pressure, diabe-
tes, and high cholesterol.”

While some risks for heart disease, 
such as age and a hereditary predispo-
sition, are beyond our control, most of 
the other risk factors for heart disease 
are largely preventable and treatable, 
Byers said.

“We should target healthy lifestyle 
choices, such as obtaining at least 150 
minutes of moderate aerobic exercise 
weekly, eating healthy and maintaining 
healthy weight, and avoiding smok-
ing and excess alcohol intake. Blood 
pressure, cholesterol, and blood sugar 
should be monitored and kept under 
good control, with use of medication 
when lifestyle measures are insufficient.”

Food is a focus during the holidays, 
but Byers said that we should strive to 
emphasize intake of fruits, vegetables, 
whole grains, legumes, and fish and 
avoid processed meats, sugar sweet-

ened beverages, and refined carbohy-
drates in spite of the festivities.

“Many of us consume more sodium 
than we should or realize,” he said. 
“We should try to limit sodium intake 
and consume potassium rich foods. 
It is helpful to replace saturated fats 
with mono and polyunsaturated fats. 
Alcohol intake should be limited to no 
more than a single serving per day for 
women and no more than two servings 
for men.”

Byers said it’s also important to 
know your history.

“It is important to know the status of 
modifiable cardiac risk factors, such as 
blood pressure, cholesterol, and blood 
sugar,” he said. “These levels can be 
elevated without any symptoms, and 
we can only know that there is an issue 
if such factors are formally assessed. 
We cannot target such patients for 
proven preventative therapies if the 
risk factors are undiagnosed. It is help-
ful for people to know if there is a fam-
ily history of heart disease, as this can 
influence their own risk and is incor-
porated into our assessment of their 
overall risk and decisions regarding 
preventative treatment.”

Also, Byers added that it is always 
helpful to know of any previous car-
diac diagnoses, prior treatments such 
as placement of stents into blocked 

coronary arteries or replacement of a 
diseased heart valve, and to have an 
accurate list of all medications a pa-
tient is taking.

“This can expedite decision making, 
help to avoid unnecessary testing, and 
streamline treatment,” he said. “Pa-
tients who have undergone placement 
of coronary stents, prosthetic heart 
valves, or pacemakers should, ideally, 
carry ‘wallet cards’ with them that de-
scribe what device they have and when 
it was implanted.”

Lastly, Byers said that people should 
remember that COVID-19 can affect 
heart health.

“First, we now know that patients 
with cardiovascular disease, such as 
hypertension, coronary artery disease, 
and congestive heart failure are at 
increased risk of severe illness should 
they contract COVID-19,” he said. 
“These patients, as well as those who 
are obese, should be especially cau-
tious and follow published guidelines 
regarding avoiding crowds, wear-
ing masks when around others, and 
practicing meticulous hand hygiene. 
Second, COVID-19 can be associated 
with cardiac complications such as ar-
rhythmias, congestive heart failure, 
and direct injury to the heart muscle, 
even in patients without a history of a 
heart problem.”

Dr. M. Byers

By Stephanie Dolan 
stephanie@icontimes.com
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Where Hendricks County Business Comes First

Are you 
owning it?

PAGE 2
Susan Rozzi

www.StateBank1910.bank

Will mortgage rates ever be this low again? 
With historic low interest rates, now is the best time to refinance. By doing so, your monthly payment may be 
significantly lower – which in turn will free up some extra cash.* To learn more, call 765.483.6397 and ask for 
Gretchen, Michelle, or Vicki. They’ll be happy to assist you and even help you through our online application. 

* Loans subject to credit approval.

THE APPLE OF  
HENDRICKS COUNTY’S EYE

Attitude is 
everything

PAGE 4
Jeff Binkley

After losing parents/mentors within two years of each other, working around COVID-19 and launching  
a new product, Beasley’s Orchard’s future is bright under the leadership of Calvin Beasley

BEASLEY’S 
ORCHARD

is the Hendricks 
County Business 

Leader’s 2020 
Business of the Year
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Humor: It’s time to revisit the Great Murphy
By Gus Pearcy

One of the great philosophers of our time 
was Murphy. This prescient, mysterious 
soothsayer correctly summed up all human 
endeavor with, “If anything can go wrong, 
it will.”

It is the perfect tag-
line for 2020.

There are few hu-
man truths so strik-
ing as this one immu-
table law. Who was 
Murphy? You have a 
smartphone, look it 
up. I’m here to wallow 
in the year that is ending and marvel at the 
truth of Murphy.

Corollaries such as “The chances of the 
bread landing butter side up are inversely 
proportional to the cost of the carpet,” or 
Preudhomme’s Law of Window Cleaning: 

“It’s on the other side,” cast an eerie peace 
over the New Year’s celebrations. Many will 
burn 2020 only to be shocked when 2021 be-
gins as disastrously. We are not done with an 
altered reality which could get tougher be-

fore it gets better.
That’s right. Mur-

phy’s Law will always 
be with us. Nothing 
is ever as simple as it 
seems (which will be 
demonstrated by the 
upcoming mass inoc-
ulation). Everything 

will take longer than you expect (again, 
watch the rollout of the vaccine). Nature 
will always side with the hidden flaw.

And yet, we tend to be optimistic about 
the future. We believe, however unlikely, 
that the world will right itself and Ameri-

cans will hold hands across the nation sing-
ing songs from soda pop commercials. 

Secretly, I want that, too.
This dastardly virus has taken away much 

of what we crave as social animals. It has 
propped up a mirror to show us who we 
have become, warts and all. Let’s take a long 
look and resolve to do better in 2021. Let’s 
not ruminate on our differences, but seek 
common ground. As Murphy says, nothing 
is foolproof, because fools are ingenious. 

Let’s spite Murphy, not because he is 
wrong, but because we can. 

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist 
to the Hendricks County Business 
Leader. He may be reached at (317) 
403-6485 or gus@icontimes.com

Now more than 
ever businesses and 

nonprofits must 
work together

Social responsibility is key in the 
COVID era and small businesses are in 
position to help. Perhaps now more than 
ever, we encourage small businesses and 
local nonprofits to explore creative part-
nerships beneficial to both entities.

Most Hendricks County businesses 
have a “cause” and have helped their 
communities immensely but, as anyone 
will tell you, 2020 is not a typical year. 
Nonprofits across the board have had to 
cancel fundraising events all year. Busi-
nesses are struggling as well, but moving 
forward, we are entering a post-COVID 
season marked by collaboration and in-
clusivity. 

SMBs should change focus from 
competition and work toward unity 
and building a brand by finding a cause 
which aligns with the values and mis-
sion. Teaming up with a local nonprofit 
takes care of the community aspect of 
social responsibility. Nonprofits know 
their communities maybe even better 
than SMBs. They also may have a differ-
ent relationship with stakeholders.

Teaming up with a nonprofit carries 
an air of authenticity for your business. It 
also empowers your customers and em-
ployees to support a cause in their own 
way. Any way you can create conditions 
allowing customers to be more helpful is 
a winner for both organizations.

It doesn’t always have to be about do-
nations. Volunteering, paying employees 
to volunteer, staffing events when they 
are allowed, are all valid ways to partner 
with nonprofits.

Opportunities will abound in 2021, 
because the pandemic will likely rage 
on through the winter and then there 
will be a massive effort to vaccinate the 
general population. Start a conversation 
with some local nonprofits and be a part 
of the solution. 

As we kiss 2020 goodbye – and we 
can’t do it fast enough – we must under-
stand the permanence of the change we 
continue to live through. SMBs, which 
understand and embrace the shift to col-
laborative partnerships may not see any 
financial gain, but it sure beats waiting 
around for “normal.”
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OPINION

Building Leaders: Are you owning it?
By Susan Rozzi

When you discover the “thing” that is 
holding you back, owning it can be the 
hardest thing you ever do. Yet, it might be 
the easiest. It all depends on your perspec-
tive.  

Recently, I spoke to a group of leaders 
about emotional intelligence. My time had 
been spent helping them understand the 
set of skills that influence the way we per-
ceive and express ourselves, develop and 
maintain relationships, cope with challeng-
es, and use emotional information in an ef-
fective and meaningful way. 

I had shared a story of my friend Kate. 
Kate’s self-perception or inner dialogue is 
dominated by the emotion of fear. The fear 
of failure, the fear of what people think, the 
fear of being found out, etc. Because of this 
fear, she hesitates in everything she does 
which often comes across to others as ei-
ther aloof or disinterested.

The impact of this behavior is that she 

is slow to build relationships, if at all, but 
desperately wants better relationships. In 
addition, when challenges arise, or deci-
sions need to be made, even small ones, she 
doesn’t cope well because it reinforces her 
fears. Often times, she is frozen into inac-
tion. Her low usage of emotional intelli-
gence is affecting her well-being and suc-
cess as a leader. 

Sharing the story of Kate, brought up 
emotions in me. Sadness. It is heartbreak-
ing to watch her consistently struggle. Dis-
appointment. I am a leadership develop-
ment coach and I can’t help her because 
she doesn’t want my help. Hope. She is sur-
rounded by other great leaders, maybe one 
of them will get through to her.  

Ever been there? Trying to help someone 
and it is not working?

And then it hit me: OWNERSHIP. Kate 
didn’t own her fears, her fears owned her. 
Furthermore, I can’t own Kate’s fears or 

even actions because they are not mine to 
own. What I did need to determine was 
what I can own in the friendship. It boiled 
down to determining how much time and 
energy I was willing to give. This exercise 
helped me understand my own ownership 
which then helped me set my boundaries. 

As author, lawyer and speaker Bob Goff 
states: “Something happens when you feel 
ownership. You no longer act like a specta-
tor or consumer, because you’re an owner.”

Where and how do you need to own 
something in your life? 

Susan Rozzi is the president of Rozzi 
and Associates, a leadership and 
organizational development company 
helping good leaders become 
great. Contact Susan at susan@
rozziandassociates.com.

That’s right. Murphy’s Law will always 
be with us. Nothing is ever as simple as it 

seems (which will be demonstrated by the 
upcoming mass inoculation). Everything 
will take longer than you expect (again, 
watch the rollout of the vaccine). Nature 

will always side with the hidden flaw.



LET US BOOK YOUR 2020 
EVENT OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 

www.4HComplex.org

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds and Conference Complex  
is designed to meet any of your social  
meeting needs:  banquets, meetings,  
seminars or wedding events - we can  

do it all! Our friendly and knowledgable  
staff are ready to make your event  

worry-free and memorable!

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.
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By Jeff Binkley

I’ve been writing this column for 
several years now. Every month, year 
in, year out, I find something to say to 
you that I think may add value to your 
investing or financial lives. Something 
that makes it worth your while to spend 
a few minutes of your valuable time to 
read my words. True confession: once 
in a while I sit 
down in front 
of this blank 
screen and I 
have absolutely 
no idea what 
to say. 

This, dear 
Reader, is one 
of those times. 

I could tell 
you about how 
the market has 
been moving 
higher post-
election based 
on the fact 
that markets 
like divided 
government. 
Should Biden 
ultimately pre-
vail, the Sen-
ate still looks to be GOP held and with 
a weakened Democrat house, very little 
meaningful legislation will likely come 
out of DC. The market likes status quo 
and has shown that in its move higher. 

I could tell you how I like home build-
ers in the new year because interest 
rates are likely to remain low, additional 
government stimulus is likely to happen 
after the new year, employment num-
bers will continue to improve, economic 
confidence will continue to strength-
en and housing inventory remains at a 
decades-low rate. One of the unintend-
ed consequences of the lockdown was 
home builders couldn’t build that many 
houses when their crews couldn’t get to 
work thus the desert of current housing 
inventory. 

I could tell you that under a Biden 
administration (Call it Obama 3.0) wind 
and solar energy may get some attention 

again, but I’d also have to warn you that 
the market anticipated that through the 
past summer; wind and solar companies 
have already seen a pretty dramatic rise. 

I could tell you about all these things, 
but instead I think I want to talk about 
control. And how in these turbulent 
times it’s easy to think we all have so 

little control. Of 
anything. But 
we do. Of many, 
many things. 

The most im-
portant thing we 
have control over 
is our attitude. It 
can make us. It 
can break us. I’m 
no saint. My at-
titude sometimes 
stinks. And 
sometimes it 
soars. And when 
it does either, 
it’s because I let 
it. As we close 
out this year of 
years. These 365 
days that seemed 
like centuries I’ll 
leave you with 

words that I found many, many years ago 
that sometimes I’ve forgotten. 

From Dr. Chuck Swindoll:
“The remarkable thing is we have a 

choice every day regarding the attitude 
we embrace for that day. We cannot 
change our past... we cannot change 
the fact that people will act in a certain 
way. We cannot change the inevitable. 
The only thing we can do is play the one 
string we have, and that is our attitude... 
I am convinced that life is 10% what hap-
pens to me and 90% how I react to it.

And so, it is with you... we are in 
charge of our attitudes”

MONEY MATTERS

Remember, our attitude  
is everything as we close out 

this year of years 

Jeff Binkley is the Founder  
and Managing Director of Binkley 
Wealth Management Group. He can 
be reached at Jeff@thebinkleygroup.
com or (317) 697-1618.

I could tell you that under  
a Biden administration  

(Call it Obama 3.0) wind  
and solar energy may get 
some attention again, but  
I’d also have to warn you  

that the market anticipated 
that through the past 

summer; wind and solar 
companies have already  

seen a pretty dramatic rise. 

Need space for 
those special 

team-building 
meetings?  

Like us on Facebook!

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717 
Chicagospizza.com

Give us 
a call!
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Edwin Jackson, Jr., DO, FACP, FCCP
Hendricks Pulmonary, Critical Care & Sleep Medicine

This is Relentless
Dedication. 
At Hendricks Regional Health, we’ve been working since 1962 to 
protect the health of our community — and this year, that has never 
been more important. To some, it may seem like our physicians and 
associates have gone above and beyond in the fight against this 
pandemic. But we are simply fulfilling our commitment to being 
the indispensable healthcare partner for our friends and neighbors in 
West Central Indiana — no matter what.  

With two hospitals, six medical centers and 44 physician offices, we 
have a front door in every corner of our community. Make your same-
day in-person or virtual appointment today at ThisIsHendricks.org. 

By Karl Zimmer

As you and your team reflect on the year as it winds 
down, you might be assessing the challenges you’ve over-
come, the obstacles that seemed bigger than you thought, 
and working out your plan for next year. If this past year 
has taught us anything, it is likely that no matter how well 
we plan, sometimes things happen that are out of our con-
trol. Someone once said that if you want to make God 
laugh, just tell him your plans.

We all know that without planning, we might simply 
run in circles without direction. So, yes, plans are helpful, 
yet as we’ve considered before, they must also include con-
tingencies. Regardless of how well we plan, some things 
are beyond our control. This past year has been a perfect 
illustration of that. What we can do, however, regardless 
of what happens, is learn from our experiences, including 
those unexpected events that cause us to either alter our 
plans or disregard them altogether.

Many businesses have had to make dramatic changes 
to how they do business. Some less fortunate ones, per-
haps some that lacked sufficient planning for unforeseen 
events, may have had to close their doors. That is tragic 
for all concerned, from the owners and every worker in-
volved to suppliers and customers as well as the communi-
ties served. And yet, out of tragedy comes renewal. Out of 
failure comes wisdom, as long as we are open to learning 
from our experiences. 

So, having gone through 2020, we are wiser and better 
for it, if we choose to learn from the pain and the challeng-
es we faced. We can choose to focus on the struggle, or we 
can decide to focus on the lessons learned and the pros-
pects of a more joyful future for all of our people. 

As difficult as this year has been, I know that each of you 
can think of certain aspects of it that were actually benefi-
cial, even if some were inconvenient. Regardless of what 
we go through, we do know that on the other side of the 
struggle, we are stronger and better able to handle whatev-
er may come. We learn from mistakes and failures, and we 
build upon all our experiences to avoid repeating the same 
mistakes. As leaders, we encourage our people to reflect 
on what we have gone through, on what we’ve learned, and 

to focus on the positive to create a brighter future for all.
This column is dedicated to sharing experiences, re-

search, and ideas about great leaders, for great leaders. We 
welcome your comments, questions, and suggestions.

What have you learned this year?

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who Grew Up to RULE® 
the World…,” a speaker, Board Certified Hypnotist, and 
successful CEO. Karl can be contacted at karl@z-success.
com. RULE® is a Registered Mark of Karl R. Zimmer III

BIZLEADER

So, having gone through 2020,  we are wiser  
and better for it,  if we choose to learn from the pain 

and the challenges we faced. We can choose to  
focus on the struggle, or we can decide to focus  

on the lessons learned and the prospects of  
a more joyful  future for all of our people. 
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Scott Flood creates effective copy for companies 
and other organizations. You’ll find more articles at 
sfwriting.com. ©2019 Scott Flood All rights reserved.

By Scott Flood

Why is there so much value to asking questions in the 
headlines of your ads, websites, and other marketing ma-
terials? 

Many business people have an aversion to using ques-
tions in their materials. When I present a headline with 
a question, they instantly reject it. “What if the reader 
says no?”

The purpose of your headline isn’t just to stop a reader. 
It’s to trigger his or her interest and gain their complete 
attention. That’s called engagement. The first step in cre-
ating that engagement is getting the reader involved in 
the message, and that’s where questions excel. 

Do you prefer to eat chicken or fish? I really don’t care 
how you answered, but the point is that you did indeed 
answer. The moment your brain registered the question, 

you subconsciously answered it. Then you continued to 
read to figure out how fish might be germane to market-
ing materials. 

Are you happy with the performance of your invest-
ments? Again, I don’t care. I don’t plan to discuss how 
well your portfolio is doing. But once again, you men-
tally answered that question and may still be grappling 
whether investing in that flying-car company was such 
a smart idea.

The most effective types of questions in marketing ma-
terials fall into two categories. The first is the either-or op-
tion that generates a quick, clear reply and a course of ac-
tion. The chicken-or-fish question falls into that category.

The second creates an emotional reaction, such as pro-
voking insecurity. When I asked about your investment 

performance, I quietly fed you a little wiggle of doubt 
that your subconscious mind just can’t ignore. 

What about that reader who responds to your ques-
tion with “no”? In all likelihood, he or she isn’t really a 
prospect, and you don’t want to waste your time or en-
ergy on people who simply will not do business with you.

So, let me ask you: would using more questions add 
value to your marketing materials?

Should your marketing materials ask questions?
THE PERSONAL TOUCH

Bilger, Shafer’s, Speckman, and Yorks, honored at November Cover Party 

State Bank officials hold a ribbon cutting prior to Cover Party to celebrate the grand opening of their new 
Avon retail branch.

The Hendricks County Business Leader held its last Cover Party of 2020, sponsoredby 
State Bank, Nov. 12, at State Bank’s new retail location, 8598 E. US Highway 36. Hon-
ored was July cover, Suzanne and Carl Shafer; Shafer’s Collison Repair Center; August 
cover, Jason Speckman, Colliers International; September cover, Kaye and Nick York, 
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Plainfield; and October cover, Brian Bilger, executive di-
rector of the Hendricks County Economic Development Partnership. The next Cover 
Party is scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 11, 2021, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m., at a venue to be deter-
mined. To RSVP, contact Cathy Myers at Cathy@icontimes.com or call (317) 918-0334.

Jason Speckman Brian Bilger

Suzanne Shafer

From left,  
Kristen Isbell,  
co-president 
of the Avon 
Education
Foundation, 
holds up a check
for $1,500 with 
State Bank’s 
Angela Falcone.

Kaye York
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Call today to schedule your consultation appointment 
 317-839-9136               625 South Dan Jones Road - Avon, IN 46123              Kempercpa.com 

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants 

ffrroomm  aallll  ooff  uuss  aatt  

Tax Preparation & Planning 
Business Consulting 
Payroll Outsourcing 

Audit & Accounting 
QuickBooks & Bookkeeping 

Wealth Management 

HHaappppyy  

HHoolliiddaayyss  

We provide accounting services for individuals, 
partnerships, not-for-profit entities, small businesses, and large corporations 



Hendricks County Business Leader8  December 2020  •  hcbusinessleader.com COVER STORY

 HENDRICKS COUNTY BUSINESS LEADER’S 2020 BUSINESS OF THE YEAR: BEASLEY’S ORCHARD

THE APPLE 
OF  HENDRICKS 
COUNTY’S EYE
After losing parents/mentors within two years of each other, working 
around COVID-19 and launching a new product, Beasley’s Orchard’s  
future is bright under the leadership of Calvin Beasley
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By Stephanie Dolan

Since taking over operations of Beasley’s Orchard for his 
parents in 2015, the last five years for Calvin Beasley have 
been met with lows and highs.

“My father, John, was sick and that really was the driving 
force behind me coming back,” he said. “I thought I’d maybe 
want to come back after doing something else after college, 
but I ended up coming right back after graduation. I offi-
cially took ownership in 2018.”

Beasley’s father passed away in 2017, and his mother, Deb-
bie, died just around this time last year, passing on Dec. 1. 

“Not only are you losing your parents, but – in this situ-
ation – you’re losing your mentors as well,” he said. “The 
business added another layer of complexity to the whole 
thing. When you’re in a succession situation like this you 
kind of need to lean on people.”

Beasley said losing his mother was, of course, difficult, 
but it didn’t change anything about the business.

“At the community level there may have been a lot of 
speculation about what would happen after she passed,” he 
said. “But those people also may have been unaware about 
where the business already was at this point.”

Beasley’s Orchard is the Hendricks County Business 
Leader’s 2020 Business of the Year for Calvin Beasley and 
his staff showing perseverance throughout the years, espe-
cially in 2020 when events were canceled on a whim. 

“It’s a big honor for us, and it means a lot to us,” owner, 
Calvin Beasley, said.

“Beasley’s Orchard truly has become the definition of ag-
ritourism and serves as the best example we have here in 
Hendricks County,” Josh Duke of Visit Hendricks County 
said. “The orchard has become a visitor draw, especially 
during the fall, and serves as the foundation for Visit Hen-
dricks County’s annual promotional campaign to visitors 
during that season and really throughout the entire year 
now. We love all the improvements that Calvin and the rest 
of the crew continue to make to attract even more locals 
and visitors. We are just proud and very fortunate to have a 
family-owned, multi-generational destination like Beasley’s 
Orchard in our county.”

“Hendricks County is a community with history and 
loyalty,” Jim Finley of Beasley’s said. “As a third-generation 
family farm in Danville, we receive comments from many 
customers about the family traditions they have been able 
to create thanks to our operation. We are honored to play 
such a meaningful role in our community and are beyond 
grateful for the many customers who play the most impor-
tant role in our operation.”

Beasley’s Orchard officially began in 1946 when it was 
purchased by Milton and Irene Beasley. At that time, they 
raised livestock and grain. The family tended a garden and 
a small apple orchard and their son, John, sold excess pro-
duce from his little red wagon by the side of U.S. 36. Ac-
cording to the website, the family business developed over 
the years from those first sales and now maintains a yearly 
production of apples, tomatoes, sweet corn, green beans, 

cucumbers, peppers, eggplant, squash, cantaloupe, water-
melon and pumpkins. 

The barn that houses the retail store was built just after 
the Civil War. 

“I would say what most people think of as Beasley’s Or-
chard began in the mid to late 1970s when dad renovat-
ed the barn that the market is currently in,” Beasley said. 
“That’s when the first inklings of agritourism were becom-
ing a thing.”

Beasley said his mom brought a wealth of retail manage-
ment experience to the table while his dad was the grower. 
His mom was a people person. 

“She liked to talk to people and helped to sell to them,” he 
said. “I think most people will tell you that I’m a little bit of 
both my mom and my dad. I definitely have the urges to be 
more like my dad. I’m lucky I have such a great team here 
that I work with, and I’m able to focus a lot on production. 
But we must really focus on agritourism and marketing and 
making a great customer experience. We want to sell every-
thing we grow on the farm.”

Beasley’s now has over 120 acres of commercial fruit and 
veggie production. 

“We grow a lot of produce,” Beasley said. “The best part is 
getting to educate the public on how their food is grown. It’s 
something that I absolutely took for granted when I was a kid 
that I knew how produce grew. We’re really lucky because 
a lot of farmers don’t get to get close to the end consumer.”

Annually, Beasley’s Orchard holds several events and ac-
tivities, including U-Pick Strawberries from May to June; 
the Sunflower Festival in August; U-Pick Apples, U-Pick 
Pumpkins and fall festivals from September through Octo-
ber and Christmas at the Orchard each November. 

“Christmas at the Orchard is going to start immediately 
after Thanksgiving,” Beasley said. “We do have a very loyal 
following for it. The people coming to it have been coming 
since we started. It’s ebbed and flowed over the years. That’s 
been a tricky one to figure out what it should be. A lot be-
cause of weather. More often than not, once we get to late 
November and early December, it gets pretty cold. Most 
people are really there to see Santa. So, for that, we tend to 
go with a less-is-more approach.”

Beasley said that the fall festivals are absolutely the big-
gest draw as far as attendance, even this year with COVID 
looming over many small and family-owned businesses. 

“COVID has certainly been uncharted territory,” he said. 
“Hosting large events is big business for us. But it’s been in-
teresting because, not only was it a unique challenge, but it 
was (an) incredible year for agritourism in general. It’s out-
side. So many other large events have corporate sponsors 
and marketing deals, and there’s a lot of publicity that goes 
into getting those events off the ground. That’s why you saw 
so many other fairs cancelled. If you look, though, at other 
orchards or pumpkin patches, we don’t have a choice. Shut-
ting down for the fall just isn’t an option for us.”

Beasley said that, early on, he was meeting with the 

health department to come up with a mitigation plan. 
“We came up with a feasible list of things that we could 

do, some minor tweaks that included endless sanitizing,” he 
said. “We have three or four kids who just walk around and 
clean things. We place a pretty heavy emphasis on cleaning 
anyway. Now, we’re just making it a little more pragmatic 
and thought out and cleaning every 45 minutes.”

So even in spite of COVID, the biggest change this year for 
Beasley’s would have to be the launch of their first hard cider.

“That’s definitely a segment of the business that we have 
targeted for a lot of growth going forward,” Beasley said. 

That growth includes many multi-generational custom-
ers, who have been visiting Beasley’s for many years. 

“The continued support from our community means the 
world to us, as it allows us to continue pursuing our passion 
of growing fresh produce and providing a tangible farm ex-
perience to educate and entertain our guests,” Finley said.

“When you have grandma, mom and the kids all com-
ing together, and they’ve been coming for 20 or 30 years, 
they’ve watched us grow as their own families have grown. 
That’s something that not a lot of businesses get to have as it 
relates to creating positive and fun family memories.”

Beasley’s has about 15 year-round employees, but during 
busy seasons can hire up to as many as 100. 

For more information, visit beasleys-orchard.com.

COVER STORY

“Beasley’s Orchard truly has become the definition of agritourism and serves as the best example we have here in Hendricks 
County. The orchard has become a visitor draw, especially during the fall, and serves as the foundation for Visit Hendricks 

County’s annual promotional campaign to visitors  during that season and really throughout the entire year now. We love all 
the improvements that Calvin and the rest of the crew continue to make to attract even more locals and visitors. We are just 

proud and very  fortunate to have a family-owned, multi-generational destination like Beasley’s Orchard in our county.”
— Josh Duke, Visit Hendricks County

Meet Calvin Beasley
What’s your favorite movie? “Indiana Jones and 
the Raiders of the Lost Ark”

What have you most recently read? The 
Source by Martin Doyle

Do you have pets? Yes. A dog, Oliver. He’s a Berne 
doodle.

What is your favorite Hendricks County charity? 
The Humane Society and the Hendricks County 
Parks Foundation – both are two we actively 
support, and they mean a lot to us. 

Who or what inspires you? My parents. I’m so 
fortunate to have the opportunity to live out 
my dreams, and it’s 100 percent because of all 
the hard work they put into it. They had a lot of 
hard years. Selling local produce and agritourism 
wasn’t the same business model that it is today. 
They didn’t have that like I do. I’m thankful they 
stayed with it. It’s allowed me to keep growing. A 
lot of people don’t get to wake up every day and 
do exactly what they want to be doing. I get to do 
that.
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COMMENTARY

By Rick Myers 

I must say, I was shocked when I learned that Jeff Nelson 
was closing Nelson Jeweler after 42 years at the helm. 

My initial thought was that COVID was 
perhaps taking its toll on the business and 
he was, like many others, closing because 
of it. That was until our Lindsay Doty got 
the story and I learned that it was multi-
ple sclerosis that was the determining fac-
tor that was forcing Nelson to exit from 
a business he has spent six decades work-
ing.

Nelson, a 1973 Brownsburg High 
School graduate, took over the business from his parents, 
Phil and Kay Nelson, in 1998. It was originally a watch re-
pair shop. He worked there as a boy performing chores to 
earn money as a young boy. 

“I’m 65 years old, and I have multiple sclerosis. There are 
things I want to do before I can’t,” Nelson told Doty for our 
sister publication ICON. He was diagnosed with MS six 
years ago. He looks forward to spending time with his wife 
and taking trips on their boat. 

“There are some trips I want to take while I still can,” he 
told her. 

And you certainly deserve that, Jeff. 
While Brownsburg and all of Hendricks County will miss 

out on with the closing is quality products, custom jewelry 
design and fantastic customer service, they will equally miss 
out on Jeff and, his wife, Ginger’s philanthropic generosity.

The Brownsburg Education Foundation and Habit of the 
Heart are quick to come to mind – The Nelsons would do-

nate a necklace of some sort to be raffled off. It was a huge 
part of these fundraisers. I am sure over the years there have 
been countless others who the Nelsons have supported – 
and did so with pleasure. 

“I have always tried to run this to be a good citizen and 
the philanthropy part, I have trouble with that word, is 
that’s part of business, you know, and, that’s just part of be-
ing a good citizen.,” he said. “That’s it.

”That large yellow Going Out of Business sign that is hang-
ing over Nelson Jeweler is tough to stomach. Jeff and Ginger 
have been jewels to the Hendricks County community.

But knowing this was Jeff’s decision and not the market’s 
makes it easier. I figure he will get to do a lot more boating 
down in Ft. Myers, and I know that will make him happy – 
just as he’s made customers and not-for-profits happy over 
the years as well.

Jeff and Ginger Nelson have been jewels to Hendricks County 

With over 20 years of experience in
commercial banking, Kathy Spencer-Ellis
is committed to helping your business
move to the next level.

Offering a solutions-oriented approach
and unmatched personal service, she
will bring professional solutions that
work for you and your business.

Stop by or call Kathy today!

317-754-2896
kspencer-ellis@homebanksb.com
www.homebanksb.com

         Visit our new 
     Plainfield location 
990 W. Main St.

Kathy Spencer-Ellis
VP/Commercial Lender

After more than six decades in business, Nelson Jewelers will close as 
owner Jeff Nelson retires after 42 years running the store his parents first 
opened as a watch repair shop. (Photo by Lindsay Doty)

Jeff Nelson

Rick Myers is the Founder and Publishers of the 
Hendricks County Business leader. He can be reached at 
rick@businessleader.bz or (317) 451-4088.



Hendricks County Business Leader hcbusinessleader.com  •  December 2020  11

Visit our web site at BassettServices.com
to see what over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!

ACT NOW BEFORE THESE REBATES AND INCENTIVES EXPIRE!

NOW FEATURING FALL PROMOTION
Utility Rebates up to ……. $1,000 
Energy Savings up to ……. $900 

10 Year Parts Warranty value up to** ……. $799 
Total Savings & Discounts up to ……. $2,699

See details below. Offer expires December 31, 2020.  
Not valid on prior installations. Restrictions apply. *with approved credit **On qualified systems.

SAVINGS & DISCOUNTS SAVINGS & DISCOUNTS UP TO $2,699UP TO $2,699

SERVICESSERVICES, , incinc

HEATING & COOLING
HEATING & COOLING

BEST REBATES 
OF THE YEAR

We can exchange your current model with a new 
American Standard Heating & Air Conditioning 

High Efficiency system. Now is the best time 
to exchange your out-of-date model for a new, 

super high efficiency system, and do it all with 36 
months* financing. 

THE BEST NEWS YET!
Your savings may pay for your new system. Our 
new American Standard High Efficiency systems 

are guaranteed to put the “green” back in your 
pocket with their super high efficiency energy 
savings functionality... and we’ll guarantee that 
in writing! And if you prefer to make monthly 

payments we have low interest rate loans  
available through our bank.

WHAT NEXT?
Give Joy a call at 317-839-5877 and she will 

schedule an appointment at your convenience to 
give you exact figures on how much you can save. 
Many of our customers have thanked us for taking 

the time to review their utility savings options 
and they have turned their savings into more 

exciting purchases like vacations, computers, even 
shopping sprees...
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Leadership Hendricks County is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to seek, prepare, involve and sustain leaders from diverse backgrounds to 
address community and countywide changes. Since 1993, Leadership Hendricks County has given citizens the background and inside information they 
need to take on effective leadership roles in the Hendricks County community. To learn more about Leadership Hendricks County or leadership training 
for your organization, email admin@leadershiphendrickscounty.org or visit our website at www.LeadershipHendricksCounty.org.

Looks at Local Leaders
Each month, the Business Leader focuses on how Leadership Hendricks County delivers the skills local residents need to provide leadership in our communities.

The Importance of Reflection for Leaders
“Reflect upon your present blessings  

— of which every man has many —  
not on your past misfortunes, of  

which all men have some.” 

– CHARLES DICKENS 

As we close on a challenging year it 
is a great time for leaders to pause and 
reflect. Gaining wisdom 
from an experience re-
quires reflection. Reflec-
tion requires a type of 
introspection that goes 
beyond merely think-
ing, talking or com-
plaining about our experiences. It is an 

effort to understand how the events of 
our life shape the way in which we see 
the world, ourselves and others. And it 
is essential for any leader.

Research shows that leaders who 
take the time to reflect on past events 
stand out in their ability to test as-
sumptions and make connections 
between seemingly unrelated events; a 
critical skill for success in this uncertain 
world. Reflection is what links our per-
formance to our potential. It is the pro-
cess of properly unpacking ourselves 
as leaders for the good of others. 

Reflection is a structured process 
aimed at increasing our insights and 
learning. It’s about taking a step back 

to systematically review past events.
So where do you start? Reflection 

often comes best through the help of a 
mentor who will ask seemingly simple 
questions, like: “What could you have 
done better, and why?” Or, “Did you 
do anything wrong?” To get the most 
value from our reflections we must 
ensure we move beyond the surface 
level of what happened.

Reflection offers leaders many 
great benefits including: 

•   Learning faster and getting up  
to speed in new situations  
more quickly

•   Not making the same  

mistake twice
•   Being ready to deal with unfamil-

iar circumstances by recognizing 
connections between seemingly 
unrelated situations

•   Reflection builds integrity  
in leadership

As you reflect on 2020 are you 
looking for community and men-
torship in the New Year? Being a 
leader does not mean that you are 
alone, find some community and 
grow together. To learn more about 
Leadership Hendricks County, our 
community and our offerings visit 
leadershiphendrickscounty.org.
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Planner of Note
Newly Incorporated Businesses
Compiled by Lyla Turner
New Business Filings (10/23/20 – 11/22/20)

GRANTEE: Yes I Do Handyman Services
Description: Paint, Drywall, Floors
GRANTOR: Jagdeep Singh Kandola
Date: 10/23/20

GRANTEE: Palmer and Sage
Description: Clothing Boutique
GRANTOR: Stacy Wilson
Date: 10/27/20

GRANTEE: Burdine Scoping Services 
Description: Scopist Services
GRANTOR: Angela M. Burdine
Date: 10/28/20

GRANTEE: Ronald L Dunaway Electric 
Description: Electrical Contractor
GRANTOR: Ronald L. Dunaway
Date: 10/29/20

GRANTEE: Jack of All Trades 
Description: Transports
GRANTOR: Folorunso Ojikutu
Date: 10/30/20

2 - Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce 
(monthly members’ meeting): Wed., 
Dec. 2, 11:30 a.m. Membership meeting 
will be held virtual via Zoom.  No regular 
in-person December meeting. For more 
information call (317) 852-7885

9 - Danville Chamber of Commerce 
(monthly members’ meeting): 
Wednesday, Dec. 9, 11 a.m., at Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and Conference 
Complex, 1900 E. Main St. Danville. For 
more information, call (317) 745-0670 

15 - Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 
(monthly members’ meeting): Tuesday, 
Dec. 15, 11:30 a.m. Membership meeting 
will be held virtual via Zoom. No regular 
in-person December meeting. For more 
information, call (317) 839-3800

No meeting - Avon Chamber of 
Commerce (monthly members’ 
meeting): No regular December meeting. 
For more information, call (317) 272-4333

Brownsburg Chamber New Members
FAMILY HERITAGE INSURANCE
7345 Runningbrook Way 
Indianapolis, IN 46254
(317) 376-8762

ZENBUSINESS
702 San Antonio 
St. Austin, TX 78701
(512) 814-6420

GILL INSURANCE ADVISORS
2680 E. Main St., Ste. 227
Plainfield, IN 46112
(317) 279-6010

Danville Chamber New Members
KRAMER COMPANIES
36 E. Main St. 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 858-9113

Plainfield Chamber New Members
ENERGY SPOT PLAINFIELD
1601 E Main Street, Ste. 9
Plainfield, IN 46168
(574) 299-6716

MIDWEST CAR DETAIL SUPPLY
2439 E. Main St.
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 707-7430

TOWNE PLACE HOTEL
8850 Hatfield Dr.
Indianapolis, IN 46241
(317) 268-1150

GRANTEE: Debra Tanner Enterprises LLC 
Description: Lifestyle Travel
GRANTOR: Debra L. Tanner
Date: 11/5/20

GRANTEE: Pyke Studios 
Description: Marketing
GRANTOR: Brettan Pyke
Date: 11/13/20

GRANTEE: Sandia Web Solutions 
Description: Marketing
GRANTOR: Brettan Pyke
Date: 11/13/20

GRANTEE: Casey Blalock/Neal Invest 
Description: Property Investment
GRANTOR: Casey Blalock
Date: 11/16/20

GRANTEE: Ezgrace General Supplies 
Description: General Supplies
GRANTOR: Oluwashola Oziegbe
Date: 11/18/20

GRANTEE: Candy Buffet 
Description: Candy Store
GRANTOR: Carole Toole
Date: 11/18/20

GRANTEE: Ashthetics LLC 
Description: Spa Services
GRANTOR: Ashley Monroe
Date: 11/19/20

GRANTEE: Sandia Web Solutions 
Description: Marketing
GRANTOR: Brettan Pyke
Date: 11/13/20

HOW IS COVID-19 AFFECTING 
YOU AND YOUR BUSINESS?

Let us help you navigate these uncertain times.

Stay up to date on the latest information regarding the coronavirus’ impact on 
you and your business by visiting the COVID-19 Resources page on our website. 
The challenges are changing each day, and Somerset is committed to keeping 
you informed. Contact us today to connect with a Somerset advisor.

800.469.7206
somersetcpas.com
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DON’T LEAVE 
MONEY ON THE 
TABLE.

Have you checked for rebates lately? There are loads of 
cash rebates you can earn from Hendricks Power by 

making your home or business more energy efficient. 
Learn more by calling or visiting us online at 

317-745-5473 and PowerMoves.com.

‘Pet-proof’ your home to deter your cute and 
curious family members from encountering 
electrical dangers.

Keep your pets safe from electrical dangersKeep your pets safe from electrical dangers
PAWS OFF

• Make sure all plugs are inserted completely into their wall sockets. 

• If your pet seems interested in electrical cords, check the cords 

frequently for signs of fraying and replace any damaged cords 

immediately. 

• Appliances near sinks and bathtubs should only be plugged into outlets 

equipped with ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) protection in case 

an electrical appliance is knocked into the water. 

• Lamps with exposed bulbs — especially halogens — can reach very 

high temperatures. Do not allow pets to play near lamps. If the lamp is 

knocked over, a fire could break out.

• Some pets, especially cats, will often seek out warm, secluded spots in 

the home. Do not allow your pet to hide or sleep behind your computer 

or TV equipment where numerous electrical connections are housed.

• If you have an aquarium, make sure you create a drip loop on every 

electrical cord that enters the tank. This will prevent water from running 

down the cord and into the electrical outlet. 

• If you have a fenced, outdoor area for your dog, be mindful of any 

underground electrical or cable lines running  

through that area. Make sure the lines are  

buried at appropriate depths, especially if  

your dog likes to dig. 



At our seminar you’ll:

� Hear from a highly skilled surgeon
� Discover the bene� ts of our personalized approach
� Learn more about our experienced care team
� Get answers to the most common questions about 

shoulder pain

Is shoulder 
pain holding 
you back? 

Learn more about shoulder pain—what causes it, how it progresses and options that can 

help you stop feeling trapped by discomfort. View one of our free, online seminars to learn 

the facts about shoulder surgery.

Register for a free, online shoulder 
pain seminar. Visit iuhealth.org/joints.

©2020 IUHealth

IU Health West Hospital   |   1111 North Ronald Reagan Parkway in Avon

FREE ONLINE SEMINAR
with IU Health West Orthopedics 
& Sports Medicine Program 
physician, Brian Badman, MD
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Taking RMD’s is an important part of ongoing retirement planning
By Jeff Binkley 

jeff@thebinkleygroup.com Taking RMD’s is an 
important part of ongoing 

retirement planning. Should 
you not take your RMDs  
on time you’re subject to 
a 50% tax penalty of the 

entire RMD amount. 

Lately I’ve been getting calls about 
IRA RMD’s and want to take this 
opportunity to share some infor-

mation with you. An RMD is a Required 
Minimum Distribution that must be with-
drawn from an IRA by anyone reaching 
a certain age. That certain age depends 
on a couple things this year. IRA RMD’s 
used to have to be taken by Dec. 31, 
in the year you reached 70 1/2. The 
rules changed last December with the 
passage of the SECURES ACT. Under 
that law, if you reached the age of 70 1/2 
in 2019 the prior rule applied, and you 
had to take your first RMD by April 1, 
2020. Except this is 2020 and the year of 
COVID.  Back in March, the CARES ACT 
was signed into law and amongst many 
other things it gave seniors subject to 
the RMD the choice to forgo their RMD 
for 2020. And if you had an inherited 
IRA with an RMD requirement, you could 
forgo it as well. 

So, for 2020, you pretty much don’t 
have to worry about taking your RMD. 

But in 2021, unless Congress does some-
thing else to change the rules or allows 
continued forgoance, the RMD age rules 
passed with the SECURES Act will apply. 
That rule was if you reached age 70 1/2 
in 2020 or later you must take your first 

RMD by April 1 of the year after you 
reach 72.

Taking RMD’s is an important part of 
ongoing retirement planning. Should 
you not take your RMDs on time you’re 
subject to a 50% tax penalty of the entire 

RMD amount. Retirees often make mis-
takes by taking the wrong RMD amount, 
taking it from an incorrect account, the 
wrong type of account, or forgetting 
to take it completely. Should you find 
yourself in one of these unfortunate situa-
tions, the IRS may grant you penalty relief 
for missed RMDs if you tell them and 
take the correct RMD promptly. 

I am not a tax professional and the in-
formation I’m presenting here is the inter-
pretation of a non-tax professional. This 
information should not be considered 
applicable to you without verifying your 
status with a certified tax professional 
familiar with your specific situation. 
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Experiencing the  
underwater universe

Scuba diving provides a view into 
the underwater universe that is not 
seen by many people. Although 

the act of diving has undergone numer-
ous changes and advancements in tech-

nologies over the years, 
the thrill of diving into 
the unknown attracts 
thousands of thrill seek-
ers each year. When you 
are on vacation, scuba 
diving can provide you 
and your family an up-
close and personal view 

of fish and otherworldly terrain. Here are 
some must dive spots around the world.

Australia: There are reefs and there is 
THE REEF. Australia’s Great Barrier Reef 
remains at the top of many a diver’s buck-
et list, and with good reason. Named as 
one of the seven wonders of the natural 
world, it is the largest coral community on 
the planet and one of the ocean’s most 
biologically diverse habitats. 

Hawaii: Hawaii’s volcanic origins are 
evident in dramatic underwater topogra-
phies that include lava tubes and domes, 
submerged arches, and pinnacles — all 
washed in clear Pacific water that allows 
divers to take in the big picture. Fish 
watchers can tally up to 200 species 
of reef fish found nowhere else, plus 
larger favorites such as turtles, spinner 

dolphins, manta rays, monk seals and the 
occasional shark. 

Belize: Flanked by the world’s second 
longest coral reefs, Belize rewards divers 
with a rich array of underwater environ-
ments ripe for discovery and rich in fish 
life. Just inside the reef, a string of small 
coastal islands known as cays are a short 
boat ride away from lively spur-and-
groove reefs. 

Baja: The Baja Peninsula is the 
launching point for some of the most 
electrifying big animal encounters on 
earth. Boats depart from Cabo San 
Lucas for cruises to the Socorro Islands, 
where undersea pinnacles attract giant 
manta rays, silky sharks, bottlenose 
dolphins and hammerheads. Divers may 
be immersed in flashing shoals of jacks 
and yellowfin tuna or catch a glimpse of 
migrating humpback whales. 

Turks and Caicos: In the islands of the 
Turks and Caicos, expansive undersea 
plateaus end in coral-dense cliff faces 
that drop abruptly from the shallows 
to depths of a mile or more. This is the 
land of the multi-level profile, where 
bottom times culminate with extended 
stays in sunlight shallows. To complete 
the picture, add in consistently stellar 
water clarity, a smattering of historic and 
modern wrecks, and thousands of acres 
of coral heads and shallow reefs. 

From beginners to experienced divers, 
an underwater paradise is waiting to be 
explored on your next vacation. 

GOTT

By Will Gott 
wgott@cruiseone.com

Contact PAUL ELLSWORTH today for a free consultation:
317-777-1014

pellsworth@caringtransitions.com
www.caringtransitionsindywest.com

MOVE & RELOCATION MANAGEMENT
Our professional team can manage the  
moving process from start to finish.

DOWNSIZING & DECLUTTERING
We can help you clear your home to  
prepare for sale.

IN-HOME & ONLINE ESTATE SALES
We minimize stress and reduce costs  
by liquidating belongings.

Senior Relocation • Downsizing • Estate Sales • Online Auctions

Experts in Memory Care
At Brownsburg Meadows, we have 
the utmost respect for those with 
dementia and we understand its 
impact on those who live with it. We 
provide person-centered, wellness-
based care in our Memory Care 
neighborhoods designed for those in 
the earlier stages of memory loss.
 
SAVE UP TO $1200 when you sign 
your lease by 3/31/2021.* Restrictions 
apply, contact our Senior Lifestyle 
Specialist for details. ASCCare.com



Meet Sandra A.
Sandra A. has worked in healthcare her whole life. She 
enjoys being involved and helping others. She has 
been a cook, a C.N.A., and most recently an Activities 
Director. When her husband Charlie passed away, San-
dy realized she could no longer manage living alone 
in their home. After hearing about Glasswater Creek of 
Plainfield, her niece took her for a visit. Sandy said she 
instantly fell in love with how nice the building was and 

her beautiful corner apartment. She never imagined she would be able to live 
in a place so nice for her retirement years. Sandy loves living here because she 
can have her two small dogs Muffin and Reba with her. As a former Activities 
Director, Sandy has been able to remain active in our community by helping 
with calling Bingo and helping to set up Arts and Crafts. She is always giving 
our Resident Services Coordinator ideas and moral support. We feel so lucky to 
have her in our community.

Call 317-839-5808 to schedule a tour and find out more about  
why Sandy is happy to call Glasswater Creek her home.

10480 Glasswater Lane
Indianapolis, Indiana 46231

Glasswatercreek-plainfield.com

Celebrating the Spirit of Community

Managed by Gardant Management Solutions

OPPORTUNITY
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week
BROWNSBURG THREE-SPORT 

ATHLETE IN IT FOR THE LONG RUN

Fellowship trained in sports medicine, 
Dr. Emily Cha sees sports medicine and 
general orthopedic patients.
Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400

Notables
Compiled by Mike Beas

Brownsburg’s girls swim team 
opened the season by claiming its own 
invitational by outscoring Cathedral, 
Indianapolis Brebeuf and Ritter. Senior 
diver Emma Wolf tallied 243 points 
to win her specialty, senior Maria 
Gutzweiler touched the wall first in the 
50 freestyle and 100 butterfly and senior 
Rory Smith won the 200 individual 
medley and 100 freestyle. Leah Kingery 
placed first in the 100 breaststroke. 
The girls lost to North Central, 122-64 
despite wins by Wolf and junior Margie 
Miller in the 50 freestyle.

The Bulldogs boys swimmers lost at 
North Central, 100-86. Winners for the 
included junior diver Kale Davidson 
with 216.55 points, classmate Brayden 
Walters in the 500 freestyle and 
sophomore JJ Schmidt in the 100 
backstroke.

Brownsburg’s boys basketball team 
lost its season opener 67-50 to Franklin 
Central. Junior guard Quentin Bragg 
scored 17 points, and sophomore 
Elhadj Diallo added 11. The Bulldogs 
picked up their first win, downing Gary 
21st Century, 66-47, behind Bragg’s 17 
points.

Danville girls basketball player 
Maddie Patterson had 31 points, 
four rebounds and five assists in a 75-
34 win over Crispus Attucks. Warriors 
teammates Cameryn Rector (9 points) 
and Isabelle Wooten (8 points, 8 
rebounds) also played key roles.

Tri-West junior Kenna Kirby scored 21 
points, dished out five assists and made 
four steals as the Bruins girls basketball 
team defeated Western Boone, 75-15. 
Kirby followed that with 17 points and 
five boards in a 64-60 loss to Lafayette 
Harrison. Junior Belle Saylor added 13 
points in the loss to the Raiders, while 
senior Grace Sandlin chipped in a 
season-high 11 points.

Nolan placed 10th  
at state cross country 

meet in October
By Mike Beas

Brownsburg basketball player Trevor 
Nolan recently suffered a hairline fracture 
in his left hand bracing himself for a fall in 
practice.

It might have been 
the only way to slow 
the senior — albeit 
temporarily.

Nolan is a three-
sport athlete in an 
era in which his kind 
are becoming less 
and less common. He 
runs cross country 

in the fall, utilizes his 6-foot 3-inch frame in 
hoops for the Bulldogs in the winter and is 
part of the track and field program when 
temperatures begin to warm.

In October, Nolan capped off a 
memorable cross country campaign 
by placing 10th at the state meet in 
Terre Haute in a time of 15:55.7. His 
accomplishments in the weeks leading up 
to the finals was first at the Brownsburg 
sectional, third at the Ben Davis regional 
and ninth at the Shelbyville semistate.

As a junior, he helped lead 
Brownsburg to a fifth-place team 
finish at the state meet, placing 32nd 
individually after posting a time of 
16:19.8.

“When you look at Trevor’s 
resume, we really believed 

he could finish in the top 10 
(this season),” said Bulldogs 

cross country coach Nick 
Balbach. “He always 

runs well on that Terre 
Haute course, and 

it’s a tough course, 
too. Trevor always 
wants to learn 
more about what 
we’re doing and is 
curious about how 
to get better.

“He has a lot 
of natural talent, 
but to see the 
progress he’s 
made in his four 
years has been 
great.”

Nolan carries a 
3.75 grade 
point 

average and is leaning toward majoring in 
education once in college. He’s received 
scholarship offers to run at Indiana State 
and the University of Indianapolis, while 
Xavier and Cincinnati are two more cross 
country/track possibilities that have shown 
interest.

He’s hoping to return to the court for 
basketball when Brownsburg celebrates 
senior night on Dec. 19 against Ben Davis. 
At the latest, Nolan plans on being a 
factor when the annual Hendricks County 
Tournament is played from Jan. 6-9.

Nolan did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: What is the most difficult part of being 
a three-sport athlete?

A: Some of the biggest challenges include 
my diet. As far as training goes, I have 
basketball practices and am also running 
and training for the track season. I 
definitely enjoy always having something 
to do.

Q: With it now being basketball season, 
what are the strengths you feel you bring 
to the Bulldogs’ program?

A: Definitely playing power forward, but 
when it comes to game situations, I could 
play any position except point guard. One 
of my favorite parts of playing basketball 
is my teammates and all the fun we have 
in practice.

Q: How did you become interested in 
wanting to run competitively?

A: I’ll say I started in sixth grade, but my 
love for the sport began to blossom 
during my freshman track season. There’s 
always someone out there who is better 
than me, some time, some record. It’s just 
the desire to always want to get better.

COMMUNITY

Trevor Noah leads the Bulldogs in all three sports seasons as a cross 
country, basketball and track and field athlete. (Photo by Rick Myers)



December 11, 2020
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

16

Indianapolis. Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Association or the Amer-
ican Lung Association.

Margaret Savage
Margaret Savage, 79, passed away Nov. 27, 2020. 
She was born Sept. 1, 1941. Services were held 
Dec. 4 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Carol Ann Patrick
Carol Ann Patrick, 72, passed away Dec. 1, 2020. 
She was born May 24, 1948. Services will be held 
at a later date. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Mabel Cummins
Mabel Cummins, 92, passed away Dec. 1, 2020. 
She was born Sept. 30, 1928. Services will be held 
privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Avon, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

William S. Sutton
William S. Sutton, 71, passed away Dec. 3, 2020. 
He was born Sept. 10, 1949. Services will be 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements. 
Memorial contributions may be sent to Plainfield 
Christian Church.

Patty Holtsclaw
Patty Holtsclaw, 87, passed away Dec. 3, 
2020. She was born June 4, 1933. Services 
will be held privately. Hampton-Gentry Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
the arrangements. Memorial contributions 
may be made to Plainfield Christian Church.

Thomas William Crowe
Thomas William Crowe, 90, passed away 
Dec. 4, 2020. He was born Oct. 6, 1930. No 
services are scheduled. Hampton-Gentry Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
the arrangements.

AVON

Wilma A. Rector
Wilma A. Rector, 98, passed away Dec. 4, 
2020. She was born Feb. 12, 1922. Services 
were held Dec. 10 at Westside Church of the 
Nazarene, Indianapolis. Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

Donald J. Pell
Donald J. Pell, 91, passed away Dec. 4, 2020. 
He was born Feb. 1, 1929. Services will be held 
privately. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was en-
trusted with the arrangements. Memorial con-
tributions may be sent to Kindred Hospice.

Robert Walter Phillips Sr.
Robert Walter Phillips Sr., 78, passed away Nov. 
21, 2020. He was born Oct. 15, 1942. Services 
were held Nov. 25 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Martha Jane Cain
Martha Jane Cain, 84, passed away Nov. 19, 2020. 
She was born Nov. 2, 1936. No services are sched-
uled. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

James Tarantino
James Tarantino, 58, passed away Nov. 23, 2020. 
He was born Feb. 9, 1962. Services were held 
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BROWNSBURG

Georgia Farnsworth
Georgia Farnsworth, 85, passed away Nov. 18, 
2020. She was born March 27, 1935. Services were 
held Nov. 23 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Fred Harrah
Fred Harrah, 85, passed away Nov. 18, 2020. He 
was born July 14, 1935. Services will be held 
privately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to Cornerstone Christian 
Church, Brownsburg.

Elizabeth A. McIntyre-Allen
Elizabeth A. McIntyre-Allen, 98, passed away Nov. 
22, 2020. She was born Nov. 30, 1921. Services 
were held Nov. 28 at Matthews Mortuary, Browns-
burg.

Kenneth A. Mather
Kenneth A. Mather, 76, passed away Nov. 20, 
2020. He was born Feb. 18, 1944. Services will be 
held from 2-4 p.m. Dec. 5 at 1004 Needle Ridge 
Lane, Brownsburg. Matthews Mortuary, Browns-
burg, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Dale C. Jones
Dale C. Jones, 69, passed away Nov. 25, 2020. 
He was born Feb. 8, 1951. Services will be held 
privately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

William P. Comer
William P. Comer, 74, passed away Nov. 24, 2020. 
He was born Feb. 20, 1946. Services will be held 
at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Cynthia Lynn Allison
Cynthia Lynn Allison, 71, passed away Nov. 26, 
2020. She was born June 14, 1949. Services were 
held privately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. 

Pauline Danda
Pauline Danda, 91, passed away Nov. 28, 2020. 
She was born Jan. 23, 1929. Services were held 
Dec. 4 at St. Malachy Catholic Church. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with the ar-
rangements. Memorial contributions may be sent 
to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Eileen Knezevich
Eileen Knezevich, 93, passed away Nov. 26, 2020. 
She was born May 2, 1927. Services will be held 
privately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to Traders Point Christian 
Church, Whitestown.

DANVILLE

Hursel C. Disney
Hursel C. Disney, 96, passed away Nov. 22, 2020. 
He was born June 19, 1924. Services were held 
privately. Baker Funeral Home, Danville, was en-
trusted with the arrangements. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to Phi Delta Kappa Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund, Danville.

Jerry Henry Butrum
Jerry Henry Butrum, 74, passed away Nov. 30, 
2020. He was born Feb. 10, 1946. Services were 
held privately. Baker Funeral Home, Danville, was 

Nov. 28 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. Memorial 
contributions may be sent to Toys for Tots or the 
Cerebral Palsy Foundation.

John C. Hanes
John C. Hanes, 45, passed away Nov. 27, 2020. He 
was born Aug. 9, 1975. Services will be held pri-
vately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Jared Irwin English
Jared Irwin English, 71, passed away Nov. 19, 
2020. He was born March 19, 1949. Services were 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Wanda Sieglitz
Wanda Sieglitz, 81, passed away Nov. 28, 2020. 
She was born April 4, 1939. Services were held 
Dec. 5 at Greenlawn Cemetery, Franklin. Conkle 
Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted with the ar-
rangements.

Samuel T. Wright
Samuel T. Wright, 76, passed away Nov. 30, 2020. 
He was born Dec. 29, 1943. Services were held 
Dec. 3 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Helena M. Kastle
Helena M. Kastle, 61, passed away Dec. 1, 2020. 
She was born Sept. 30, 1959. Services were held 
Dec. 5 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Misty Eyes Animal 
Center, Avon.

COATESVILLE

Janet Darlene Stoneking
Janet Darlene Stoneking, 80, passed away Nov. 
21, 2020. She was born Dec. 9, 1939. No services 
are scheduled. Baker Funeral Home, Danville, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Hendricks County 
Animal Shelter, Danville.

INDIANAPOLIS

Carl “Wayne” Gillespie
Carl “Wayne” Gillespie, 79, passed away Nov. 
28, 2020. He was born Sept. 25, 1941. Services 
were held Dec. 1 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Ozark 
Christian College in Joplin, Mo. or Chapel Rock 
Christian Church, Indianapolis.

PITTSBORO

June Smith
June Smith, 100, passed away Nov. 24, 2020. She 
was born Oct. 4, 1920. Services were held Nov. 30 
at Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro. Memo-
rial contributions may be sent to The Gathering 
Together, Plainfield.

LIZTON

Stanley C. Breedlove
Stanley C. Breedlove, 80, passed away Dec. 
5, 2020. He was born Sept. 15, 1940. Servic-
es were held Dec. 10 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg. Memorial contributions may 
be sent to the American Heart Association.

entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial con-
tributions may be sent to the Hendricks County 
Animal Shelter, Danville.

Mary Louise Harrell
Mary Louise Harrell, 84, passed away Dec. 2, 2020. 
She was born Sept. 11, 1936. Services will be held 
privately. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, Dan-
ville, was entrusted with the arrangements. Me-
morial contributions may be made to Harmony 
Baptist Church, Avon.

PLAINFIELD

Scott E. McElfresh
Scott E. McElfresh, 83, passed away Nov. 17, 2020. 
He was born Feb. 27, 1937. Services were held 
Nov. 21 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield.

John Chandler Martin
John Chandler Martin, 94, passed away Nov. 19, 
2020. He was born May 31, 1926. Services will be 
held privately. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plain-
field, was entrusted with the arrangements. Me-
morial contributions may be made to Plainfield 
United Methodist Church Mission Fund.

Marjorie Hampton
Marjorie Hampton, 93, passed away Nov. 21, 
2020. She was born Sept. 3, 1927. Services will be 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.

William Gent Jr.
William Gent Jr., 93, passed away Nov. 23, 2020. 
He was born Aug. 22, 1927. No services are sched-
uled. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Lillian Fern Mohler
Lillian Fern Mohler, 82, passed away Nov. 23, 
2020. She was born July 3, 1938. Services were 
held Nov. 28 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plain-
field.

Mary Jayne Martin
Mary Jayne Martin, 89, passed away Nov. 23, 
2020. She was born May 9, 1931. No services are 
scheduled. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Nancy Sue Crider
Nancy Sue Crider, 87, passed away Nov. 24, 2020. 
She was born June 30, 1933. Services were held 
privately. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Myelodysplastic 
Syndrome Foundation, Yardsville, N.J.

Donald Groninger
Donald Groninger, 84, passed away Nov. 26, 2020. 
He was born March 21, 1936. Services were held 
privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plain-
field, was entrusted with the arrangements. Me-
morial contributions may be sent to the Red Pride 
Booster Club, Plainfield.

Tracey L. Bathauer
Tracey L. Bathauer, 58, passed away Nov. 23, 2020. 
She was born Feb. 13, 1962. Services were held 
privately. Baker Funeral Home, Danville, was en-
trusted with the arrangements.

Daniel J. Yutzy
Daniel J. Yutzy, 80, passed away Nov. 28, 2020. He 
was born Aug. 25, 1940. Services were held Dec. 3 
at Lauck & Veldhof Funeral & Cremation Services, 
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Congrats!  Job Well Done!
58 West Main Street, Danville, IN 46122

Good job Warriors!Good job Warriors!

839 S. Tennessee St., Danville, IN 46122   |   317-745-4526

Congratulations on a 
great season, Warriors!

YOU’RE THE PRIDE OF 
HENDRICKS COUNTY!

myhcicon.com 

317.451.4088

671 East Main Street, Danville, IN 46122

Great Season – so proud of you!

Congrats on your accomplishments!

1475 East Main Street, Danville, IN 46122

So proud of these Warriors. 
A great football team. 

An awesome group of guys. 
Congratulations, and thank you, for a memorable season.

71 West Marion Street, Danville, IN 46122

COMMUNITY

The Danville Warriors are all smiles after defeating Southridge, 30-7, Nov. 20, to win the IHSAA Class 3A semistate. (Photo by Jacob Musselman)

Congrats, Warriors! What a season!
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Editor’s note to ICON readers:  This story was featured in a pre-
vious edition of the Hendricks County ICON to highlight a com-
munity near where you live. We want readers to know about 
all of the amazing people and businesses in Hendricks County, 
so we again run the cover story from the previous week for you 
to read and enjoy. Thank you for supporting local journalism. 
We appreciate you. Please keep sharing your Hendricks County 
stories with us and allowing us to tell them to our community. 

COMMUNITY

McKenzie Crose, Autumn Hanley, Chris Collier, Amy Friddle and Brooke Weber help with Project A.N.G.E.L.’s efforts to provide holiday food, presents 
and clothes for those in need in Hendrick County. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

Hendricks County’s angels

By Stephanie Dolan

McKenzie Crose was looking for a way to give back to her 
community when she joined the team at Project A.N.G.E.L. 
about two years ago. 

“Because I have my own business, I was looking to give 
back within Hendricks County,” the Brownsburg resident 
said. “I did a fundraiser myself and donated all winter cloth-
ing to them. Then I joined, and here we are.”

The A.N.G.E.L. in the nonprofit’s name stands for Area 
Neighbors Giving Extra Love, and their mission is to help 
Hendricks County residents have food, clothing and shelter 
through fundraisers they organize and manage. 

The organization’s biggest push each year comes at 
Christmastime. 

Every year Project A.N.G.E.L. takes applications from area 
families in need. Those approved receive a box of food per 
family member, a turkey or ham for Christmas dinner, gift 
wrapping supplies, a complete outfit for each child, four 
gifts for each child, including at least two gifts off of a wish 
list, and items of necessity such as shoes, boots and coats.

“For Project A.N.G.E.L., what I think that we really strive 
to do and excel at is bringing the community together as 
a whole,” said Amy Friddle, director of programming for 
Project  A.N.G.E.L. “We have everything from the families 
we want to serve through the Christmas outreach program, 
and then we have the people who want to lift people up 
through sponsorships or volunteering hours in sorting food 
or delivering. 

“It’s a full circle,” Friddle continued. “I now have people 
who volunteer for our organization who say ‘I did this as a 
kid.’ We see that on the food sorting side and then on de-
livery day where families say this is what we do as a family 
every year.”

Crose, 30, owns her own Farmers Insurance agency in 
Brownsburg, and within two months of joining the board at 
Project A.N.G.E.L. she was asked to step in as vice president.

“Her agency makes a lot of connections within the com-
munity,” said Friddle. “Her priority is the connection with 
other small businesses. She’s a great resource in this way. 
She has a networking mindset.”

“It’s been a whirlwind because it’s technically only been 
two years,” Crose said. “But I had the VP position two months 
into it. Starting this year, I was in the position of president.”

The organization is more than 30 years old and was origi-
nally founded by Rita Hodson. Hodson’s daughter Nikki Ford  
carried on with it for many years but turned the reins over 

to Crose shortly after she joined the board.
“I was a little hesitant because I just got in,” Crose said. “It’s 

always good to change it up though and have different per-
spectives. Sometimes, when you’ve been in a position for so 
long, you do the same things.”

When Crose took over, Ford stepped down, she led a new 
board and two longtime volunteers had recently left the 
organization. 

“We really had to step our game up,” Crose said.
Fulfilling these needs for so many people costs $250-

$300 per child. In the past, Project A.N.G.E.L. has welcomed 
sponsors who have generously provided funds. This year 

sponsors are just as welcome, but Crose and her team are 
also doing something new: Project A.N.G.E.L. trees.

“With the world the way it is and COVID, a lot of our 
grants got denied,” Crose said. “We were wondering what 
we were going to do this year. We were projecting we’d 
get more people this year. Over the summer, we did more 
events than we ever have done. That’s where I started think-
ing about the Christmas tree we always have at Avon United 
Methodist Church.”

Crose and the rest of the board reached out to Hendricks 
County businesses to ask if they would allow Angel Trees at 
their locations from Nov. 5-30.

Since August she secured 22 spots where trees sat with an-
gel wishes hanging from them at all Hendricks County Bank 
& Trust locations, Cabin Coffee Company, Avon United Meth-
odist Church, Indiana Physical Therapy, Citizens Bank, Energy 
Spot, Danville Christian Church, Danville Chamber of Com-
merce, Danville Chiropractic, The Look and Outta the Shed. 

“We’re a new business, and the community has really 
been there for us,” said Autumn Coffey, Brownsburg Energy 
Spot owner. “We’re excited that we can give back this way, 
and be a catalyst for people to be able to help.”

The trees allowed residents to help families without hav-
ing to pay for the entire sponsorship, which is great when 
so many have lost their jobs this year, Crose said. Gifts had 
to be purchased and returned to the tree they were chosen 
from by Nov. 30 in time for delivery day Dec. 12.  

A bonus this year came from WRTV who is donating toys 
and items for the drive, too. 

Hendricks County residents could pick up lists on 22 Angel Trees that 
stood throughout area small businesses to fulfill wishes for others. 
Project A.N.G.E.L. organizes donations for pre-selected families in 
Hendricks County.

From volunteer to president, Project 
A.N.G.E.L.’s McKenzie Crose helps Hendricks 
County residents through Avon nonprofit

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Collections are done, but residents still 
have opportunities to help. Delivery day for 
the families approved to be recipients will 
be Dec. 12. Beginning at 8 a.m., volunteers 
will convene at the former Ivy Tech, 7508 
Beechwood Center Road, Avon, a change 
because Avon UMC closed to in-person wor-
ship due to the pandemic. 

Volunteers can show up Dec. 12 and load 
their cars with goods and deliver them to 
homes. Last year 112 families with 287 kids 
received food and gifts. This year Project 
A.N.G.E.L. approved 155 families with 401 
kids, Crose said.   

“This year, it’s all new families, and I think 
that has a lot to do with COVID,” she said. 
“That’s why we’re here. Our community has 
helped out tremendously.”

Nov. 30 was food sorting night to orga-
nize boxes for recipients. 

“It’s a great night,” Crose said. “A lot of 
organizations and clubs sort the items. It’s 
mostly non-perishable items, but each fam-
ily also gets a ham or a turkey. Andy Mohr 
purchased all of the hams and turkeys last 
year, and this year they are doing the same.”

Anyone interested in helping 
with delivery can sign up at 
projectangelofhendrickscounty.com.

“Last year, I delivered myself because you 
need to see what all your work has been go-
ing towards,” Crose said. “It’s impactful. You 

don’t realize it’s right here in your town. Peo-
ple have cried. They’re always very grateful.”

Not only has Crose been impacted by the 
people who benefit from Project A.N.G.E.L., 
she has also built lasting relationships with 
others on the board.

“For one, I love the relationship building 
and the fact that we’re doing something 
good for the community, especially since I 
grew up in this area,” Crose said. “You’re doing 
something impactful and don’t even know 
you’re doing it for. It’s just the right thing.”

Students councils and other young 
people make up the backbone of the food 
drives, Crose said. 

“The fact that these young kids are want-
ing to give back to our community is great,” 
she said. “The people I’m on the board with, 
we’ve all grown very close, all the new mem-
bers having to figure out all this stuff on our 
own. We’ve figured out a lot together.”

Crose didn’t expect when she started 
volunteering that she would have gotten so 
involved.

“Now I can’t imagine my life without this in 
it,” she said. “It can be stressful, but I wouldn’t 
have it any other way. It’s a part of me.”

Crose appreciates the cohesive board.
“Teamwork makes the dream work, and 

that’s the biggest thing,” she said. “If we 
weren’t all on the same page as a board, I 
don’t think we would’ve gotten even half 
the stuff accomplished that we have.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

It was on Dec. 15, 1791 that our nation promised liberty 
for all by ratifying the Bill of Rights. That included 
freedom of the press, giving journalists the right to 
report about our government, people in power and the 
issues that matter most. That mission hasn’t changed.

 

America’s freedoms. Respect them. Protect them.
freespeech.center

HAPPY 
      BIRTHDAY 

of 
THE

to

freedom
  press.
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EVENTScalendar

December
Daily through 29 Tuesday
Kaufmann Family Light Display
5245 N. CR 600 E, Brownsburg. The Kaufmann house in 
Brownsburg includes an impressive LED light display 
with synchronized music. Weeknights until 10 p.m. and 
weekends until 11 p.m. No show if it’s raining. Free-will 
donations go to Habitat For Humanity.

Weekdays through Dec. 23
Take and make holiday craft 
7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday, Hendricks County 
Cooperative, 86 N. CR 500 E, Avon. Enjoy free children’s 
ornament craft kits by visiting the drive-thru. Limit one 
per child. hendrickspower.com/node/175.

Weekends through Jan. 18
Ice Bumper Cars
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays and  12 p.m.-4 p.m. Sundays, 
RBI Fields, 104 S. CR 625 E., Avon. $10 per ticket, limited 
to 20 tickets per hour. Visit avonicerink.ourers.com.

Thursdays-Sundays through Dec. 20 
The Yuletide Festival
6-9 p.m. Dec. 3, 10, 17; 6-10 p.m. Fridays Dec. 4, 11, 18; 
12-10 p.m. Saturdays Dec. 5, 12 and 19 and 12:30-5 p.m., 
6-8 p.m. Sundays Dec. 6, 13 and 20 at Connection Pointe 
Christian Church, 1800 N. Green St., Brownsburg. The 
festival includes an ice rink and drive-in movies, outdoor 
photo booths and family fun. Visit connectionpointe.
org/yuletide for festival and movie times.

11, 12, 18 and 19 Fridays, Saturdays 
Avon Santa Stop
6-8 p.m., Red Curb Theatre, 8403 E. U.S. 36, Avon. Go to 
a drive-thru interactive Santa experience in front of the 
theater on Fridays and Saturdays. Cost: $10 per car. They 
are also offering personalized Santa videos for $30 or a 
live Santa Zoom call for $65. Visit redcurbcomedy.com.

12 Saturday
Candy Cane Hunt
11 a.m.-4 p.m., Natural Valley Ranch, 6320 E. County 
Road 350 N, Brownsburg. Visit with Santa Claus, go on 
a pony ride and enjoy a snack in this outdoor event. 
Tickets are $12 per child, $5 per adult and must be pur-
chased in advance. For more information, visit hen-
drickscountytrailrides.com/family-events.

11-12 Friday, Saturday
The Trees of Plainfield
6-10 p.m. Westside of Hummel Park, 5373 S. CR 700 
E, Plainfield. Walk through The Trees of Plainfield and 

admire the many decorated trees, Christmas lights, liv-
ing nativity and vote for the favorite gingerbread house. 
Hosted by PHS Choral Boosters. Cost: $10. Visit web.
plainfield-in.com/events/The-Trees-of-Plainfield-2320/
details.

12 Saturday
Skate With Santa
2-4 p.m., Penguin Park, 115 S. CR 575, Avon. Take a photo 
with Santa and skate on the synthetic ice and play holi-
day games. Visit washingtontwpparks.org.

12 Saturday
Drive-In Movie: Polar Express
7-9 p.m., The Shops at Perry Crossing, 2499 Perry Cross-
ing Way, Plainfield. Enter from City Center Way, (south of 
Chipotle) and the two-sided movie screen will be held in 
the east parking lot off Retail Road, east of Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods. Visit perrycrossing.com.

15 Tuesday
Kids Pottery Class
4-5:30 p.m., Pecar Nature Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N, Avon 
Create a plate by hand and a small bowl on the pottery 
wheel. Projects will be fired and delivered for pickup 3 to 
4 weeks after class. Visit washingtontwpparks.org/kids-
pottery-classes.html.

15 Tuesday
Virtual Bake Along: Nailed It Edition
6-7 p.m. Inspired by the Netflix show “Nailed It,” teens in 
sixth through 12th grades can try and recreate a Pinter-
est-worthy creation with the Brownsburg Public Library. 
Participants get together through Zoom. Registration is 
required and opens Dec. 1 at (317) 852-3167.

18 Wednesday
Critter Feeding Time
11 a.m.-12 p.m., Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N, Avon. Join 
as the Pecar Park naturalist feeds the nature center’s crit-
ters. This 45-minute program has a $1 registration fee. 
Washingtontwpparks.org.

18 Friday
Drive-In Movie: “The Grinch”
7-9 p.m., The Shops at Perry Crossing, 2499 Perry Cross-
ing Way, Plainfield. Enter from City Center Way, (south of 
Chipotle) and the two-sided movie screen will be held in 
the east parking lot off Retail Road, east of Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods. Visit perrycrossing.com.

19 Saturday
Buddy the Elf
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Pavilion Center, Washington Township 
Park,  115 S. CR 575 Avon. Join for breakfast, Buddy 
games, music, crafts and more. $5 per person. Reserve a 
time at washingtontwpparks.org.

Treat yourself with  
wine or champagne
WINE Can we say much looking back at 2020 and 

think anything other than, “What a year,”? 
As we bring 2020 to an end, I suggest treating yourself. If you 

normally buy that $10-$15 bottle of wine, splurge on yourself 
and get something 
nicer. We all deserve 
to be taken care of 
this year! 

But if you don’t 
often buy that nice 
bottle of wine, it can 
be intimidating to 
know what to look for. 
So, as your local wine 
professional, I’ve come 
up with a few simple 
guidelines.

Start with what 
you like and know 

where it’s from 
Do you usually 

drink Sonoma cabernet because you love the affordability? 
Don’t automatically assume you should bump up your game 
by buying something from Napa. Buy a wine that’s still from So-
noma, but maybe look into the better spots of the county. The 
Alexander Valley is a great example.

Buying bubbly 
We all love to celebrate at the end of the year, and nothing 

says celebration as much as champagne. When it comes to spar-
kling wine, there is a reason that champagne is the benchmark. 
It’s the best, and you’ll pay for it. If you like something sweeter, 
look for sparklers that say demi-sec, or dry. (When it comes to 
sparkling wine “brut” means that it’s dry and “dry” means it’s 
pretty sweet.)

If you like something sweeter look for wines that say “late har-
vest.” Other good ones to look for are Sauternes (France), Tokajis 
(Hungary) and if you want to step out of your comfort zone port 
is a personal favorite. Spend more than $30 and be amazed!

Buying for someone else 
For the best shopping results, know a few things to help your 

local wine professional immensely: 
• How much do you want to spend? 
• Do they like red or white? 
• Do they prefer sweet or dry?
Some suggestions:
• Groth Oakville Cab, I believe the best Napa cab under $75. 

Cost: $60
• Veuve Clicquot Demi-Sec, semi sweet champagne. Cost: $55
• Bollinger Rose Brut, my favorite champagne south of $300. 

Cost: $125

Luke Stephenson, a Danville native, is a Certified Specialist of Wine and has 
a Wine & Spirit Education Trust (WSET) level 3. Luke has traveled extensively 
and lived in Marlborough, New Zealand, for a year working in a winery and 
tasting room. Currently Stephenson is the director of fine wine for Crown 
Liquors.

When buying for the holidays, know what 
you like and where it comes from. These 
Sauternes from 2005, 2009 or 2010 range 
from $35-$600. (Photo by Luke Stephenson)
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8 3 4
9 5 3 7

1 8 2 5
6 8

7 9
1 3
7 5 3 2
2 1 9 4

6 4 7

3 Colts Running Backs
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Planets
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 H.S. Football  
Championship Teams

____________________
____________________

1 Cherub Clock Store
______________________

5 First U.S. States
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Crayola Crayon Colors
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

PUZZLES
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

Across
1. Award five stars, say
5. “A Farewell to ___”
9. Weak, as excuses go
13. Proves to be human
14. Marvin of Motown
15. Genesis name
16. Two-fold
17. Tubes in a Brownsburg 
HS art class
19. Movie SFX
20. With 33- and 51-Across, 
where to find the 
OneAmerica Mainstage
21. Cool, to jazzmen
23. Strong objection
25. Tissue box word
26. Numbers game
27. Warm greeting?
28. Mule’s kin
29. Madcap comedy
30. Skater Lipinski
31. Danville HS transcript 
fig.
32. Beginning
33. See 20-Across
36. Biblical poetry
39. You thinkin’ what I’m 
thinkin’?
40. “Bro” alternative
44. Mirage, maybe
45. Country in the center of 

Jerusalem?
46. Buenos ___
47. Fairy-tale 
starter
48. Opp. of WSW
49. Kidnap
50. Prez on a 
dime
51. See 
20-Across
53. Long-nosed 
fish
54. Adores
56. Seethe
57. Off-
Broadway award
58. Sailor’s 
septet
59. Superman 
garb
60. Pacers or 
Colts
61. Water whirl
62. 
Dermatologist’s 
concern

Down
1. 1776 British soldier
2. Avon Farmers Market 
salad green
3. Double-crosser
4. Immigrant’s subj.

5. “...the ___ of defeat”
6. Hendricks County Sheriff 
operation
7. “Mum’s the word!”
8. Budding-flower 

protectors
9. “Star Wars” princess
10. Basketball Hall of Famer 
Meyers who signed a 
contract with the Pacers, 
but never played in an NBA 
game
11. MADD part
12. Gist
18. Take your pick
20. WFYI’s Glass
22. Laureate Matthew 
Graham, e.g.
24. Ex-Secretary of State 
White
26. Cricket’s cousin
28. Indy Zoo beast
29. PETA peeve
31. Navigation gizmo
32. “Alley ___”
34. 911 response inits.
35. IND search party?
36. [It’s gone!]
37. Makeshift ballfield
38. Attribute
41. Montevideo’s place
42. Folds up the tents
43. Springsteen’s ___ Band
45. Tension
46. Cent gent
48. Codgers’ queries
49. Resembling Mass Ave
51. Abound
52. “The Wind in the 
Willows” hopper
55. Andy Mohr car choice
56. WTHR watchdog org.

Answers on Page 25

2230 Stafford Rd, #101 
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza  
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

ChicagosPizza.com
 Like us on Facebook! Exp: 12/31/20

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is 
happening rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to 
have daily lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options 

will be available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling 
the store. Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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Advent season promises 
hope in the gift of a Savior 

DEVOTIONAL
By Chad Parks 

In the midst of this 
Advent season, I was reminded this past 
week of how powerful hope is in our lives. 
When I think of hope in this Christmas sea-
son there is no comparison to the Advent 
season. 

See, hope in the Christmas season is all 
about giving and receiving gifts on Christmas 
Day. The anticipation of what is to come and 
the excitement of giving the gifts. 

But I was reminded of the Christmases of 
my childhood. One Christmas I hoped for 
a brand new Mongoose bike. This bike was 
sweet! It had the mag wheels, chromed body 
and it came with pegs on the wheels. I had it 
on my list, and I hoped and I hoped. 

Then came Christmastime, and my hope 
turned to disappointment. Don’t get me 
wrong. My parents always provided, and we 
were blessed, but I hoped for that Mongoose. 

And then there was the time that I did get 
what I wanted — a brand new Atari. It was all 
that I had hoped for. But after a few months of 
enjoying the game system, as with most game 
systems, the allure faded and I soon wanted 
the next big game system, a Nintendo.

I laugh back on those days, but I also be-
lieve there is a valuable lesson here. When I 
put my hope in the Advent season, the hope 
of a promised savior in Jesus Christ, it is a 
hope that never fails, never tarnishes or gets 
old and always provides peace, joy and love.

This is why we celebrate the Advent sea-
son. The birth of Jesus is what is to come. It 
is the gift that keeps on giving, and it comes 
with the promise that if we give our lives to 
Christ and ask him to forgive our sins and de-
cide to follow Him, the Bible tells us that he 
will never leave or forsake us.

Luke 2:11-12 tells of this hope, “Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 
a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

I am praying that you have a blessed and 
fulfilled Christmas!

Chad Parks is the lead pastor at Second 
Chance Church of the Nazarene in 
Plainfield. Learn more at secondcc.com.Did you know?

The Brownsburg Education Foundation has:
·  Budgeted over $200,000 to give back to the 

Brownsburg Schools in the 2020-2021 school year.
·  Awarded more than $2,000,000 in grants and 

scholarships over the last 33 years
·  Established a growing endowment of more than

$900,000
·  Provided corporation initiatives and grants that 
positively impact every BCSC student

The mission of the Brownsburg Education 
Foundation is to encourage and support 

creativity, innovation and excellence that will 
enhance the educational community of the 

Brownsburg Community School Corporation. 
Through philanthropic fundraising efforts, 

volunteers, donors and sponsors invest in our 
children’s future by funding programs to fulfill this 
mission. We are Enhancing Education Together.

Brownsburg Education Foundation
Proudly Supports Brownsburg Students and Staff

For more information or to volunteer,  
visit www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org 

or call 317.852.1056.

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

                 317.843.3800 | THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG
 

/CPAPRESENTS

Scan this code to 
purchase gift certi�cates
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To react or not react...
What’s so funny? 

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

EDITORIAL

Explore  
Hendricks County 
parks this winter

In a recent survey done by the Hen-
dricks County Parks Department, a 
whopping 81% of respondents had 
never been on the Vandalia Trail running 
from Amo to Coatesville. Even more sur-
prising, 61% of survey takers had never 
been to McCloud Nature Park, which 
has been a major feature of Hendricks 
County since 2003.

It may seem odd to lobby for parks in 
the middle of winter, but the depart-
ment is going through an overhaul of its 
master plan. Assistant superintendent 
Eric Ivie said McCloud had two record-
breaking months in April and May dur-
ing the pandemic when it came to at-
tendance.

And yet, 61 percent.
If you’ve never been to McCloud Na-

ture Park, you are missing out on one 
of the finest parks in your backyard. The 
passive park is a testament to the natu-
ral habitat of Central Indiana. Visitors 
will find water and wetlands. There is a 
beautiful truss bridge and many trails 
to hike. Each year, the department com-
missions a maze through the natural 
grasses that grow in this 232-acre park 
that straddles Big Walnut Creek.

Near North Salem, another gem of 
the county, McCloud is a great outing 
especially during COVID. 

The Vandalia Trail is not as big, but 
it’s a great trail to walk, run or cycle be-
tween Amo and Coatesville. The parks 
department is working on taking the 
old interurban line and expanding it be-
tween Amo and Clayton. Then the plan 
is to eventually hook into the Plainfield 
version of Vandalia. When this is com-
pleted, it will be a trail that cuts across 
the county unlike any other trail. It will 
stretch from the Marion County line to 
the Putnam County line. 

It’s these types of features that make 
Hendricks County attract new residents 
and businesses.

Ivie also said that 80% of survey tak-
ers never heard of W.S. Gibbs Memo-
rial Park, which is scheduled to open 
up next year. That’s understandable 
because it isn’t a park, yet, but it will be. 
The new property will sit in the south 
west corner of Avon, butting up against 
Plainfield. It will be a great addition to 
the county parks department. 

Mark your calendars for the end of 
March or early April and get out to visit 
one of these great properties. You can’t 
go wrong with outdoors and fresh air.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Danville brother and sister Drew and 
Cali Lucas organized a neighborhood 

run/walk and hot chocolate sale Nov. 28 to 
raise money to help foster children. They 
raised $260 and donated it to Isaiah 117 
House, which gives foster children who have 
been removed from their homes a safe place 
to stay until they are placed in more perma-
nent housing. The organization is working to 
build a home in Boone County that will also 
service Hendricks County residents.

Hendricks Power is giving away 
Christmas ornament craft kits, one 

per child. Visit the drive-thru 7:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. weekdays through Dec. 23, 86 N. CR 
500 E., Avon.

Danville elementary schools 
collected cereal, peanut butter and 

jelly for Project A.N.G.E.L. to give to families 
in need. Some of the haul is already built 
into finished boxes and ready for delivery 
day Dec. 12.

 Seven members of Brownsburg High 
School Class of 2021 have been 

honored as National Merit Commended 
Scholars and are among the top 50,000 
students in the PSAT nationwide.

The Brownsburg Community 
Schools food and clothing pantry is 

open 3-5:30 p.m. Dec. 17 as a drive thru and 
always on the first, third and fifth Thursdays 
of the month. Visitors can use door #7 at the 
ALPHA/Harris Academy building, 725 C S. 
Green St. The pantry has served more than 
18,000 people since 2014.

Kingsway Christian School Middle 
School student council organized a 

Give What You Can Food Drive, and students 
and families gave 1,764 items that will be 
donated to Hendricks County Senior 
Services food pantry. 

By Dick Wolfsie

My wife and I have been getting along 
so well during the pandemic, I don’t think 
we realize how unhappy we are. I don’t 
mean unhappy with each other; I mean 
antsy from being 
home all the time. We 
are more hunkered 
down now than we 
were in early summer. 

Mary Ellen has de-
cided that with the 
increased COVID-19 
cases during the holi-
days, I should not be 
popping in and out 
of stores. I will follow 
this advice because I 
do have an underlying 
condition: I’m scared 
to death of her.

To keep the ro-
mance alive, I have 
tried very hard to make sure Mary Ellen 
is aware that I am staying involved with 
whatever she is doing. For example, if she 
is looking at something on the comput-
er and says “Awww…,” I’ll ask: “What’s so 
cute?” At that point she asks me to scoot 
my chair over and look at the YouTube 
video. Of a kitten. And I watch it. For. Six. 
Endless. Minutes.

If she is downstairs on the treadmill 
watching a show on her iPad and I hear her 
laughing uproariously, I trudge down to the 
lower level and ask her, “What’s so funny?”

Let’s say it’s a “Grace and Frankie” epi-
sode. She’ll patiently describe to me the 
entire set-up — which is something no 
person can really ever successfully ac-
complish. But I giggle anyway. That’s what 
good husbands do.

The other day, I realized she seldom 
asks about my own audible reaction to 
videos or something I am reading. For 
example, recently we were sitting next to 
each other on the couch while I looked 
at my laptop at an amazing story. At one 
point, I belted out: “Wow, that is really 
weird.” There was no reaction, no apparent 
curiosity to see what had triggered that 

response from me. She just continued 
with whatever she was reading.

Minutes later, as a little experiment, I 
tried a different tack. “Oh dear!” I ex-
claimed, looking directly at her, “This is 

just terrible news.”
No response. Her 

eyes remained fo-
cused on her own 
material. I tried again. 
This time I burst out 
laughing.

Ha ha ha ha ha…
HO! (I threw in that 
extra HO! just for the 
Christmas season. 
Still nothing.)

One final try. While 
watching a video 
posted on social me-
dia, I pretended to 
cry. Bawling my eyes 
out. Mary Ellen was 

sitting right next to me, still concentrating 
on something. When I got no response, 
I said: “Mary Ellen, I’ve been sobbing for 
two minutes. “Don’t you want to ask me 
something?” 

“I’m sorry. Do you want a tissue?”
I then explained to her why her lack of 

interest and curiosity bothered me.
“Dick, unlike you, I am always very fo-

cused when I am working on something. I 
block out everything else. Remember, I’m 
the one who does our taxes, oversees our 
healthcare coverage, and carefully ana-
lyzes our investments.”

I was embarrassed. I was being self-
centered and needy. “I am so sorry, Mary 
Ellen. You do handle most of the impor-
tant responsibilities in the household, so 
what were you doing when I was weeping 
for two minutes?”

“Sudoku.”

VIEWS

“When we give cheerfully 
and accept gratefully, 
everyone is blessed.” 

— Maya Angelou

QUOTE

Letters to the editor policy: The ICON will consider verifiable letters of up to 150 
words. Letters must be thoroughly vetted prior to submission. The ICON retains the 
right to reject and return any letter it deems to carry unsubstantiated content. The 
ICON also retains the right to edit letters but not their intent. Send letters to connie@
icontimes.com. Writers must include a hometown and a daytime phone number for 
verification. Guest columns: policy for guest columns is the same as the aforemen-
tioned, but the allowable length is 240 words. Guest columns should address the 
whole of ICON’s readership, not simply special interest groups, and may not in any 
way contain a commercial message. 

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …

Thanks to college students setting fire to a couch on 
a porch, in Boulder, Col., it’s illegal to keep a couch 
on your porch.

STRANGE LAW

I belted out: “Wow, that 
is really weird.” There was 
no reaction, no apparent 
curiosity to see what had 
triggered that response 

from me. She just 
continued with whatever 

she was reading.
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Tough times shape us; what will 
you learn through the struggle?

LIFE’S 
CHOICES

 Karl is the author of “The Boy Who Grew Up 
to RULE® the World…,” a speaker and board 
certified hypnotist. Karl can be contacted 
at karl@iRULEtheWorld.com. RULE® is a 
registered trademark of Karl R. Zimmer III. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, 

treat or cure any condition or illness.

By Karl Zimmer

As the year winds down, 
many of us will reflect on the 

strangeness of 2020. For all of us, it has been 
one of the most unusual, even trying years 
imaginable. For me, I must say it has been 
one of the most difficult, even surreal times I 
can remember, and I’ve had some memo-
rable ones to be sure.

I often encourage people to be grateful 
for whatever happens in their lives, and as 
I’ve written within these pages before, be 
grateful for even the strange and painful 
times because it is due to especially those 
that we grow and become stronger, wiser 
and better able to handle challenges. The 
good times teach us less than the times 
through which we have to struggle.

As you take stock of your life, thinking 
about the challenges you faced during this 
past year, as well as looking forward to what 
lies ahead, what are you most proud of? 
What did you learn that you wouldn’t have 
learned without having gone through the 
year you did? 

Most of us have made changes to how we 
go about our lives. Even our most routine 

activities have changed as a result of the 
year we’ve had. Thinking about some of 
those changes, which ones have actually 
been good, even though some may have 
been inconvenient?

No matter what you have gone through, 
I believe that there are things for which you 
are grateful, that helped you get through 
this year and that will help you grow and be 
even better able to handle whatever may 
come your way. 

If you fought and won a battle against 
cancer, spending much of the year in che-
mo, like I did, what will you remember most 
about this year? Will it be the battle, or will 
it be the victory? I am on my way to being 
even better than ever, and I know that so 
are you! How cool is that?

HEALTH

804 East Main Street  •  Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer.  Coupon has no value.  Expires 12/31/20.

Ce
le

br
at

ing

 46 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974
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Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, 
is Director of Nutrition and Dietetics 
for Hendricks Regional Health. Her 
goal is to share ideas about how to eat 
healthier, increase activity and inspire 
others.

With planning and effort, health and 
energy are attainable at every age

NUTRITION

HEALTH

visit 
action. IndianaEC.org

Your  
involvement
matters
INDIANA’S ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES 
WORK HARD FOR YOU, OUR 
CONSUMER-OWNERS, AND THE 
COMMUNITIES WE SERVE.

Your involvement and participation in your 
local electric cooperative is essential to 
the success and function of providing safe, 
reliable and affordable energy. 

visit 
action. IndianaEC.org

Your  
involvement
matters
INDIANA’S ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES 
WORK HARD FOR YOU, OUR 
CONSUMER-OWNERS, AND THE 
COMMUNITIES WE SERVE.

Your involvement and participation in your 
local electric cooperative is essential to 
the success and function of providing safe, 
reliable and affordable energy. 

By Martha Rardin, RD, CD

Isn’t this what every 
one of us wants for ourselves and those 
around us? The good news is health and en-
ergy are attainable for almost all of us, pro-
vided we plan and work to make health and 
energy a priority at every age. 

Health and health needs change as we 
age. As we close out 2020 and turn our at-
tention to 2021, this is a good time to evalu-
ate how well you are meeting your own 
health needs.

Ages of 20 and 40 
Youth enjoy more energy than those of us 

in our later years, and during these years it is 
helpful for young people to set the founda-
tion for the rest of their life.

If you do not have an exercise routine, 
start slowly and build up your routine to 
one that is interesting and sustainable. 
Young people are at a perfect time to set 
themselves up for a lifetime of health and 
energy but only if they take time to set aside 
time to be active and plan healthy meals. 

Use this time to embrace adventure. 
Learn to cook, visit local parks, hike trails, try 
new foods, run your first marathon. Giving 
yourself permission to be adventurous is a 
lifetime gift to yourself.

Ages 40-60
The middle years as the time to discover 

your “middle” seems to appear overnight 
and is here to stay. Your metabolism has 
seemingly slowed to a crawl. 

The pressures of work and family weigh 
heavily on this age group. It is easy to let 
these other responsibilities take over time 
you should be setting aside to take care of 
your health and energy.  

I think this age group needs activity and 
healthy eating maybe even more than at 
any other time. While tricky to find time, it 
is worth the time to invest in yourself and 
your future. Think of your children and 
grandchildren. When you are in good health 
and have good energy levels, you can enjoy 
them, and they will enjoy being active with 
you. 

This is also a time when you might find 
yourself alone and finding an activity part-
ner or a coach might be a good investment 
to help you keep yourself fit.

Ages 60 and above
Move every day. Energy levels tend to 

wane as we age, but making sure you move 
daily with a walk or two will help keep you 
active and improve your energy level. 

Being socially active is also important. 
Try joining a gym or finding a partner to 

accompany you on your walk or adopt a 
pet. 

.It is important to eat three meals a day. 
When you only eat two meals a day you 
are most likely missing important nutrients 
your body needs daily.  

Health and energy are often taken for 
granted in our youth and mourned in old 
age. Just when you might think that you do 
not have time to cook a good meal or take a 
walk, think of a future you. You are worth all 
the effort!

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Colors: BRICK RED, CANARY, FERN, GOLDENROD, MAIZE, 
SKY BLUE; States: DELAWARE, PENNSYLVANIA, NEW JERSEY, GEORGIA, CONNECTICUT; Planets: 
EARTH, MARS, MERCURY, VENUS; Running Backs: HINES, TAYLOR, WILKINS; Teams: CENTER GROVE, 
RONCALLI; Store: L.S. AYRES

PUZZLES ANSWERS FROM PAGE 17

7 5 8 9 2 3 4 6 1
6 9 2 1 5 4 3 7 8
1 4 3 6 7 8 2 5 9
2 3 9 7 6 1 5 8 4
8 6 7 2 4 5 9 1 3
5 1 4 8 3 9 6 2 7
4 7 5 3 8 6 1 9 2
3 2 1 5 9 7 8 4 6
9 8 6 4 1 2 7 3 5

R A T E A R M S L A M E
E R R S G A Y E E N O S
D U A L O I L P A I N T S
C G I I N D I A N A H E P
O U T C R Y P L Y K E N O
A L O H A A S S F A R C E
T A R A G P A O U T S E T

R E P E R T O R Y
P S A L M S E S P D U D E
O A S I S U S A A I R E S
O N C E E N E A B D U C T
F D R T H E A T R E G A R

L I K E S A L O T F U M E
O B I E S E A S C A P E
T E A M E D D Y C Y S T
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Tend to a sleeping garden in the winter
GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and sole proprietor 
of Chapin Landscaping in Danville. He has over 30 years’ 
experience in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana 46122 
(317)745-6404  •  FAX (317) 745-7810

FOR LEASE

One Block North of Courthouse Square
Two Story House Used as an Office/Commercial Site Since 1979

2240 Total Square Feet
MAIN LEVEL:  Entry, 4 Offices, Break Room, 2 Restrooms

UPPER LEVEL:  3 Offices, 1 Restroom   •   Basement:  Utility Only
RENT:  $1150/Mo Plus Utilities (Natural Gas Heat, Electric)

Call LAWSON & CO. for more information: 317-745-6404

94 N. Jefferson Street, Danville, IN94 N. Jefferson Street, Danville, IN

In Partnership with the Hendricks County 4H Complex

Masks Required   •   Ultra Wide Walkway

 Winter is a perfect time to check on yard trees to see if there  
might be a problem with the roots of larger shade trees.During winter months, check trees for overlapping roots and cut 

through any to avoid the roots strangling each other and damaging 
the trees. (Photo by John Chapin) 

By John Chapin

Now that winter has arrived, gardeners 
have time to rest and relax in anticipation of receiving the 
first of many seed and flower catalogs. However, on a mild 
winter day, it’s nice to get outside to putter around the land-
scaping and perennial beds. There’re always sticks to pick up 
as an excuse to see how everything is doing and enjoy the 
peace that can be found in a sleeping garden. 

Winter is a perfect time to check on yard trees to see if 
there might be a problem with the roots of larger shade 
trees, especially on widely-planted, popular varieties of red 
maples (Acer rubrum) such as red sunset, October glory, 
and redpointe.  

Red maples are the fastest-growing maples (except for 
the problematic silver maple), with a spectacular fall display 
of glowing, crimson leaves, growing to 50 feet tall and 35 
feet wide. The species is also notorious for developing shal-
low overlapping roots. This happens when vigorous roots 
grow over other roots near the base of the tree (see photo). 

A tree’s root system is like a person’s circulatory system in 
that different roots supply food and water to different parts 
of the tree. If a sizable root is damaged, the part of the tree 

it feeds is also damaged. If that root is destroyed, the tree 
can lose a portion of the canopy, even an entire branch if 
the root is large enough. 

Small- to medium-sized overlapping roots can easily be 
removed with little harm to the tree canopy. But if they are 
not removed, they can strangle other major roots with seri-
ous consequences. In extreme cases, overlapping roots can 
actually commit horticultural hara-kiri by encircling the tree 
trunk, eventually strangling and killing the whole tree.

Fortunately, the remedy for overlapping roots is easy. Just 
chop them in two with a hatchet or loppers. As long as the 
root is cut completely through, there’s no need to remove it, 
unless it can be pulled off. 

Happy Gardening!
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Hendricks County health leader gives 
throughout the year, not just in December 
Compiled by Cathy Myers

Lisa Nesbit, the December ICON of the month, gives 
in so many ways throughout the year. Nesbit has 

been a long-time member of the Danville Chamber of 
Commerce, Westside Professional Women, Avon Tri Kappa 
and serves on the grant committee for the Hendricks 
Regional Health Foundation. 

She is a wife, mother of three children and has 11 
grandchildren. In each of her roles, Nesbit is dedicated 
and giving not only to her family, but to the Hendricks 
County community.

What do you consider your greatest virtue? Pleasant persistence

What do you most deplore in others? Lack of integrity

What do you like most about living in Hendricks County? Pleasant, friendly people who like to help 
others live here. As a whole, there is a great group of citizens.

If you had to live elsewhere than in Hendricks County, where would it be? Noblesville since dear 
friends live there and have nice people in their neighborhood.

If you could begin life over, what would you change? Not being in a car wreck while six 
months pregnant, which affected my son, leading to deafness. But it gave me tenacity and 
gave him humility and great pain tolerance and a new acute sense of caring for others, too.

If money were no issue, how would you spend it? We are blessed, but if we had lots 
more money, I would give more to endowment charity groups.

What makes you happiest? Dancing with husband and laughing with friends and 
family

What is your favorite vacation spot? Cabo and Australia

What do you do with idle time? Watch movies with husband, action and adventure

What is it that makes you angry? Do as you say, not as some do.

What do you do to escape from reality? Nice long walks by myself or with friends 
and funny movies.

What or who is the greatest love of your life? The greatest love of my life is my 
husband and high school sweetheart Bill, married 44 years this June.

Which living person in Hendricks County do you most admire? Yvonne 
Culpepper (senior vice president of nursing and professional services, chief 
operating officer, and chief nursing officer) of Hendricks Regional Health, is always 
giving and working for the hospital and patients under all circumstances. She is on 
all kinds of boards throughout the state.

What is the quality you most like in a man? The quality I love most in a man is 
genuine humor and respect.

What is the quality you most like in a woman? The quality I most love in a woman is 
loyalty and sincerity.

What is your greatest extravagance? A trip to Australia/New Zealand last year

What are your fears, phobias? Getting stuck in between a subway car track or on a train 
track

What has been the happiest time of your life? Getting married and having three kids, each 
birth

Which talent would you most like to possess? I would love to be able to sing well, not in B-flat.

What do you most value in your friends? I value friends who love you the way you are, flaws and all.

Which historical figure do you most identify with? Lady Dianna, we were born at a similar time and she 
had to live up to expectations while being naïve

What is your greatest regret? I could not whitewater raft with my parents on their 50th anniversary that 
we planned because I was sick.

What tenet do you live by? I try my best to live by the Golden Rule, do unto others like I would like others 
to do to me.

ICON of the MonthCOMMUNITY
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Join us:
Ellis Park, Danville, IN

November 20th 
thru December 27th 

(Closed Christmas)

Sun-Thurs, 6pm - 9pm 
Fri-Sat, 6pm - 10pm

www.DanvilleChamber.org

VALUE DAYS 
Monday-Thursday 

$5 PER CAR 
(No Coupon Needed)

WEEKEND ADMISSION 
Friday, Saturday, Sunddayay  

$10 PER CAR



1. Matthew McGovern runs the ball in the end zone for a 
touchdown. 

2. Dominick Wynn gets brought down by a Bishop Chatard 
defender.

3. Kale Payne drops back for a pass.

4. Daniel Church gives a thumbs-up as he’s loaded onto the 
medical cart after an injury. It was later reported that he 
was sore but doing well.

5. Matthew Brabec’s catch gets broken up by two Bishop 
Chatard defenders.

6. Luke Wooten runs for a touchdown.

(Photos by Jacob Musselman)
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Safety has always been our number-one priority at Hendricks Regional Health. Whether 
you’re coming in for surgery, a screening, a wellness visit or any other reason, we are 
relentlessly dedicated to delivering the safest, highest-quality care possible. 

We are your indispensable healthcare partner. Find care at hendricks.org/thisishendricks

A place of healing. 
A beacon of safety.




