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Shoppers line up for Nelson’s Jewelry closeout sale
A line of eager shoppers waited hours 

outside of Nelson Jewelers off East Main in 
Brownsburg for a going out of business sale 
on diamonds and gems that ran Nov. 12-14 
before owner Jeff Nelson retired.

Some customers snagged deals on some 
sparkly Christmas gifts, making it worth the 
wait.

The family-owned and operated jewelry 
store that has sold and repaired watches, 
gems, diamonds and custom creations in 
Hendricks County is closing shop after more 
than six decades in business. To clear out in-
ventory, the store held a going-out-of-busi-
ness sale with 50-70% off inventory.

Longtime owner Nelson announced this 
month his retirement after 42 years. It was 
time, he said.

“I’m 65 years old and I have multiple scle-
rosis. There are things I want to do before 
I can’t,” said Nelson, who was diagnosed 
with MS six years ago. He looks forward to 
spending time with his wife and taking trips 
on their boat.
Read more at myhcicon.com/nelson-jewelers-

closing-after-62-years

Hospital kids’ artwork transformed into greeting cards 
at HRH to support pediatric fund

The smallest patients at Hendricks Re-
gional Health Pediatric Unit in Danville 
have been busy with their crayons, coloring 
holiday-themed artwork. The hospital has 
transformed the young patients’ creations 
into holiday greeting cards for the commu-
nity to purchase. 

All proceeds will be split to benefit the 
Childbirth Center and Pediatric Unit Fund 
and the Heart of Hendricks Fund at the Hen-
dricks Regional Health Foundation.

“Even though Paul was really, really sick, 
he thought it was the best thing ever to be 
asked to color a picture, knowing it would 
be made into a Christmas card,” said Ar-
minda H., mother of a pediatric patient at 
Hendricks Regional Health. 

For $12 (includes a $2 shipping charge), 

shoppers can receive a bundle of 10 as-
sorted greeting cards to send to friends and 
family. Order online at hendricksregional-
health.formstack.com/forms/pedscards

Read more at myhcicon.com/ 
hrh-peds-holiday-cards

COMMUNITY

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
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Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
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sales representatives. Sponsored content 
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County ICON publisher, editorial staff or 
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• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

Customers shopped for bargains on marked down 
jewelry at Nelson’s Jewelry in Brownsburg. (Photo by 
Faith Toole)

Purchase cards like these designed by HRH pediatric 
patients for holiday greetings. (Photo provided by 
HRH)
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WHAT HAPPENED:  The council awarded two, three-year contracts for mowing and 
maintenance of roadsides and roundabouts, one to Speer Landscaping and the other 
to All Terrain. Both contracts run 2021-2023. 

WHAT HAPPENED: D.R. Horton, the company developing the Fairwood subdivision, 
was granted an additional 0.165 acres easement to provide water and sewer to the 
development. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The Hendricks County Commissioners approved an interlocal 
agreement with Avon to provide $1.75 million for the County Road 100 S 
improvement project. 

WHAT IT MEANS:  Speer Landscaping, who currently does the town’s roadside mowing, 
was awarded a $105,000 per year contract to mow, trim, collect and dispose of trash and 
debris. All Terrain was awarded a contract for $35,000 per year for the maintenance of 
eight roundabouts. This will include mowing, mulch, chemical applications and irrigation 
maintenance.

WHAT IT MEANS:  Fairwood is a 199 single-family home development west of Dan Jones 
Road and south of County Road 200 S. In January, the council granted the company 
0.450 acres in easement for these utilities. Unexpected issues developed with other 
utility connections within the original easement. The additional easement provides an 
unobstructed area for the water and sewer lines. D.R. Horton paid the town $8,550 for the 
original 0.450 acres and $3,135 for the additional 0.165 acres. 

WHAT IT MEANS:  The County Road 100 S improvement project from Ronald Reagan 
Parkway to Dan Jones is expected to have $13 million in construction costs, with a total cost 
of $18.5 million. The county agreed to pay Avon in two installments, $850,000 on June 1, 
2021 and again on June 1, 2022. 

Avon Town Council approves 
maintenance contracts, makes interlocal 

agreement for road improvements
Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Avon Town Council met Nov. 5, at Avon Town Hall. Meetings can be viewed on the 
town’s Facebook page. The council meets on the second and fourth Thursdays each month 
at town hall, 6570 E. U.S. 36. The council also met Nov. 19, after the ICON print deadline. 
Look in the Dec. 4 Avon/Plainfield edition for information from that meeting.

COMMUNITY

WHAT HAPPENED: Upon the recommendation from  the plan commission, 
the council approved two modifications to the text amendment for the zoning 
ordinance. 

WHAT IT MEANS:  The council tabled the approval of this ordinance at its Oct. 8 meeting 
that adds two items to the ordinance. The first allows the council to review petitions 
for rezoning and planned unit developments before it goes to the plan commission. 
The second, which the council took time to review and why it was tabled on Oct. 8, is 
prohibiting further auto-related businesses to open along U.S. 36 to diversify business 
types. The language of the amendment was changed from prohibiting car sales and leasing, 
car washes, vehicle service, oil changes and auto parts sales, to allowing special exceptions 
after close review. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The town received $595,116 from the Indiana Treasurer’s COVID 
Relief Fund, and the council established a 2020 Cares Act COVID 19 Grant Fund to 
appropriate the money. 

WHAT IT MEANS:  This money will be used to address unforeseen financial needs and risks 
created by the pandemic. Unused funds will be returned to the Indiana state treasurer. 

CORRECTION: Bev Austin-Stafford was omitted from the list of those who served on the 
Avon Town Council in the Nov. 6 and 13 issues of the ICONs; The George Washington of 
Avon? story. Austin-Stafford served from 2006-2018. The ICON regrets the omission.
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WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved an ordinance on first reading that would 
allow property to become part of the town of Plainfield.

WHAT HAPPENED:  The council passed a resolution to approve incentives to Kranos 
Corporation, Schutt Sports.

WHAT HAPPENED: The town passed a resolution adopting a fiscal plan and 
establishing a policy for the provision of town services to an annexed area.

WHAT HAPPENED:  The council approved an on third reading and adoption, 
updating the town’s definition of a retail tobacco store.

WHAT IT MEANS:  The ordinance annexes territory from 1531-1651 Smith Road. This 
property will become part of council district No. 1.

WHAT IT MEANS:  The council has deemed that the company’s relocation to the town 
would have a positive economic impact. The council will utilize local income tax/economic 
development income tax revenue, not to exceed $525,000, to “reimburse the company for 
certain actual out-of-pocket costs associated with relocating,” the resolution said. 

WHAT IT MEANS:  The annexed area is the southeast corner of S. 900 E and Allpoints 
Parkway. The town wants to annex approximately 29.7 acres consisting of five parcels. 

WHAT IT MEANS:  Included in the definition, a retail tobacco store is a “retail store utilized 
primarily for the sale of tobacco products and accessories for consumption on or off the 
premises in which the sale of other products is merely incidental.” It continues, “the sales of 
food and beverages do not exceed 25% of the gross sales of the business, and the owner 
agrees to provide affidavit under oath by Jan. 15 of each year for the previous year of its 
operation listing gross sales figures for the business and food and beverages.”

Plainfield Town Council approves 
annexation plans, offers incentives 

for Schutt Sports relocation
Compiled by Nicole Davis

The Plainfield Town Council met on Oct. 26 and Nov. 9 for regular council meetings. 
Councilors and town officials met by a video call and live streamed the meeting online. All 
council members were present.

The council meets at 6 p.m. for a work session and 7 p.m. for a council meeting on 
the second and fourth Mondays each month, normally at 591 Moon Road. Agendas and 
meeting minutes can be found at townofplainfield.com. 

NOV. 9 MEETING

OCT. 26 MEETING

Nelson Jewelers
Since 1958

GOING OUT OF BUSINESSGOING OUT OF BUSINESS

Nelson Jewelers 
is GOING OUT OF 

BUSINESS 
after 62 years!

 70% off
many items up to

22 East Main St., Brownsburg 317.852.2306

.25cttw Diamond 
Stud Earrings

Now $179.00Was $420.00

ALL SALES FINAL!

IU Health instates temporary no-visitor policy
Due to an increase in COVID-19 cases and 

hospitalizations across the state, Indiana 
University Health is updating its temporary 
visitor guidelines.

Effective Nov. 19, no visitors will be per-
mitted in IU Health hospitals and facilities. 

Exceptions for one visitor will be consid-
ered in the following areas:

• Pediatrics
• OB/delivery
• Certified doulas 
• Minor patients
• Emergency department on a case-by-

case basis
• Outpatient and inpatient surgery 

• Patient caretaker in-person education
• At time of admission for a patient be-

ing directly admitted to the hospital
Exceptions for two visitors will be consid-

ered in the following areas:
Neonatal intensive care unit (NICU)
• End of life situations
• New outpatient and clinic visitor guide-

lines
More information about COVID-19, visitor 

guidelines and screening processes can be 
found at iuhealth.org. Visitor guidelines for 
Riley Hospital for children at IU Health can 
be found at rileychildrens.org.
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315 Dan Jones Road • Plainfield, Indiana FranciscanDocs.org

Schedule Today

Physicians at Plainfield Health Center

Welcoming  
New Patients

ASHLEY 
KOSELKE, MD 
Family  
Medicine  

(844) 376-2778

TIMOTHY  J. 
SHOEMAKER, MD 

Diabetes & 
Endocrinology

(317) 865-5904

JOE 
RICHARDVILLE, MD

Sports Medicine and 
Family Medicine 

(844) 376-2778

    VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE
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Hendricks County 
prosecutor’s office sees  

baby boom as employees’ 
families grow in 2020

 Chief Chase Lyday is leading the new Avon 
Schools police department of five school 
resource officers. Lyday believes school-
based policing is the most meaningful form 
of policing that he can do.

 Sgt. Todd Knowles leads the team of four 
Plainfield officers who work in the schools. 
Officers create relationships with students 
and work to keep them out of the juvenile 
justice system.

(Photos by Eric Pritchett)

BEYOND A 
REASONABLE 

DOUBT

By Stephanie Dolan

Hendricks County prosecutor Loren Delp 
has worked in the same office for 15 years. 

Naturally with his role in the community, 
he’s been privy to some interesting occur-
rences, but he has never seen anything like 
this before.

“Early last year, I was told by deputy pros-
ecutor (Bradford) Casselman that he and 
his wife were expecting a child,” Delp said. 
“I was congratulating him, and it was right 
after him that another deputy prosecutor 
came in and told me she was pregnant.”

This pattern has continued to repeat itself 
in Delp’s office, resulting in seven pregnan-
cies and eight babies over little more than 
a year.

“We’re a young office, and I think some-
times these things happen,” said Delp who 
lives in Brownsburg. “It is unusual because 
we have 17 deputy prosecutors, and seven 
of them, which includes two men, were ex-
pecting a child. One is still expecting a child 
early next year.”

Deputy prosecutor Kellie Pillar was part of 
what she calls a “pretty crazy” experience. 

“I think a couple of people were already 
pregnant,” she said. “It seemed like a lot of 
our pregnancies were pretty close in time, 
and we were all in the same boat.”

Cassleman said his family’s announce-
ment wasn’t a surprise because they were 
ready to have a second child. 

“I think we might have been the first to 
announce a pregnancy by about six days, 
and then everyone else was sometime in in 
the next few months,” Casselman said. 

While Casselman only took off two weeks 
after his baby girl Cora was born April 8, Pil-
lar took off 12 weeks to bond with her twins, 
Michael and Carson when they were born 
in July.  

“Those first two weeks were during 
Baby Selge • Coming spring 2021 • Deputy Prosecutor 
Matt Selge

Hazel Elizabeth Archer • Born Oct. 14, 2020 • 7 pounds 
11 ounces • Deputy Prosecutor Christine Archer 

Addison Ruth Bauman Crane • Born July 31, 2020 
• 6 pounds 13 ounces • Deputy Prosecutor Travis 
Baumen Crane

Benjamin James Robertson • Born July 3, 2020 • 
8 pounds 4  ounces • Deputy Prosecutor Amanda 
Robertson

Oliver Harrison Nabors • Born April 16, 2020 • 6 
pounds 4.5 ounces • Deputy Prosecutor Andrea 
Nabors

Coraline (Cora) Jane Casselman • Born April 8, 2020 
• 8 pounds 6 ounces • 20 inches • Senior Deputy 
Prosecutor Brad Casselman

Michael Anthony Pillar • Born July 15, 2020 • 7 pounds 
4 ounces • Carson James Pillar • Born July 15, 2020 • 6 
pounds 13 ounces • Senior Deputy Prosecutor Kellie 
Pillar 
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Jan Brown
Copper Grill

This is Outstanding
Health Care.
Hendricks Regional Health is one of only seven hospitals in the 
nation to receive the Healthgrades Outstanding Patient Experience 
Award™ 13 years in a row. Whether it’s a preventive health check-up, 
a needed procedure, a screening or lab work, you can always count 
on us to deliver extraordinarily safe care for you and your family.

Don’t delay the care you need. Make your same-day in-person or 
virtual appointment today at ThisIsHendricks.org. 

COVER STORY

Hendricks County Prosecutor Loren Delp has seen a 
baby boom in the office he leads in 2020. (Photo by 
Rick Myers)

said. “Getting to know them, especially with 
two of them, has been interesting, but you 
pretty quickly pick up on their little sounds 
and what comforts them. It’s pretty chal-
lenging with two because you can’t always 
attend to their needs as quickly as you 
would want to.”

But Pillar’s adrenaline just takes over be-
cause there’s so much love to go around.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

shutdown, so it was really just a matter of 
whether I was opening my computer during 
those two weeks,” Casselman said. “Cora was 
born via c-section. My wife had more of a 
recovery period during that time. I did a lot 
more of the diaper changes early on.”

County officials and residents have been 
gracious during the time of employees on 
maternity leave and absent during the pan-
demic.

“Having seven deputy prosecutors 
off over the course of a year does create 
some scheduling challenges,” Delp said. 
“I think COVID(-19) and how we handled 
that helped in some circumstances, and 
I’m grateful to the county for how they’ve 
handled it. Everybody has been gracious 
and understanding. When you have that 
many people off, accommodations needed 
to be made.”

Pandemic restrictions meant that Pillar 
couldn’t have any visitors when her twins 
were born.

“It was just my husband and me in the 
room,” she said. “When we had my daughter, 
we had a lot of visitors, but this time around, 
during my appointments, my husband was 
only allowed to go to the ultrasound, so he 
didn’t actually meet my doctor until the ba-
bies were delivered.”

It’s been a wild ride for the Pillars, but 
twins weren’t necessarily a surprise because 
she and her husband had done IVF.

“We knew twins were a possibility,” she 

“That’s how you get through those sleep-
less nights,” she said. “And eventually they 
smile at you, and that makes it all worth it. 
That’s the turning point, when you know 
they see you and smile at you. That’s the 
best.”

And now Michael and Carson, even 
though they’re only four months old, are al-
ready sleeping through the night.

“They’re great,” she said. “What everyone 
says is so true — that it goes so fast. Those 
newborn stages where you don’t get any 
sleep is just a moment in time. It will pass. 
Enjoy the sweet moments, the cuddles. 
Those things are the best.”

Every parent experiences difficult periods 
from loss of sleep to loss of freedom, Cassle-
man said. 

“But it’s worth it, and the times that are 
hard go by really quickly,” he said. 

Casselman had similar experiences to Pil-
lar, including not being allowed to leave the 
hospital shortly after his wife Ceciley gave 
birth and not being allowed visitors during 
the two-day stay in the hospital.

“Our first child was a fairly easy baby, a 
good sleeper and a good eater,” he said. 
“Cora has been even better than that. 
We’ve been blessed. Her big sister Ka-
tie is her favorite person.”

Even with thoughts of a 2021 baby 
boom thanks to the pandemic, Delp 
said all but one of the seven pregnan-
cies occurred prior to COVID-19.

“We sort of juggled around people’s 
work schedules and gave people time to 

spend with their little ones,” he said. “It was 
a challenge, but we met it, and I think we’re 
better for it.”

The little ones bring a fresh spirit into the 
office, said Delp who has four children of his 
own, ages 13, 11, 9 and 7. 

“Given what we’ve gone through over the 
last six to eight months with COVID, it’s real-
ly nice to have these new bright spots com-
ing into the lives of our people,” Delp said.

The entire experience is endearing.
“I don’t know if I can explain it,” Delp said. 

“I’ve asked the facility guys to come out and 
check the water. We’re all about families, 
and we’ve got a lot of little ones joining the 
prosecutorial team.”
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Call Terry Lee
Direct

317-674-7401

Tips for safe  
holiday celebrations 

during COVID-19

Mask Up and Carry On signs 
are downloadable for free for 
businesses and individuals. 
To download signs, 
visithendrickscounty.com/
local/masks. (Photo provided 
by Visit Hendricks County) 

There’s no place like  
home for the holidays 

Content provided by Visit Hendricks County

While the holidays may seem a bit differ-
ent this year, the Hendricks County Health 
Department would like to share some guid-
ance on how to safely celebrate throughout 
the season and shed light on some questions 
that many people have at the moment. 

What should I do to stay safe during the 
holidays?

1. Physical Distancing: When participating 
in a holiday celebration, it is essential 
to continue social distancing, especially 
indoors. Set up your house so you can 
physically distance with visitors while 
they are visiting you and during meals 
or other times when a mask cannot be 
worn.

2. Wear a mask: Wearing a facial cover-
ing when outside of your household 
can help reduce the risk of COVID-19 
spreading.

3. Decrease exposures: Prior to your holi-
day gatherings, avoid indoor settings 
with people you do not live with where 
you cannot socially distance or wear a 
mask. 

4. Screen: Before allowing visitors into 
your home, ask them if they have expe-
rienced any of the symptoms of COV-
ID-19 or if they have been sick recently. 
Those that have experienced the symp-
toms or have been sick should properly 
quarantine for the appropriate amount 
of time before interacting with others. 
If a high-risk visitor will be visiting, be 
especially vigilant in social distancing 
and mask use.

5. Practice good hand hygiene and clean-
liness: Wash your hands with warm, 
soapy water for 20 seconds after going 
in public places, before touching your 
face and before eating. Regularly dis-
infect frequently touched surfaces to 
reduce the risk of getting sick.

What are some safe ways to celebrate 
holidays like Thanksgiving?

• Have dinner with only people from your 
household.

• Host a virtual dinner with extended 
family and friends.

• Hold a small outdoor dinner with family 
and friends while social distancing.

While we would all like to celebrate the 
holidays like usual, it is important we all do 
our part to ensure the safety of our commu-
nity, friends and family. For any questions, 
please contact the Hendricks County Health 
Department at (317) 745-9618. 
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OnwardOnward  

ASSISTED LIVING • REHABILITATION 
LONG TERM CARE • MEMORY SUPPORT

Take our free assessment at cardon.us/Icon

So that we all may live each day
— in a meaningful way.

By Lindsay Doty

The Town of Plainfield is making some 
changes following the guidance of Gov. Eric 
Holcomb to limit the local impact of CO-
VID-19. Robin Brandgard, Plainfield Town 
Council president, signed an executive order 
last week extending the local state of emer-
gency and directing town staff to begin im-
plementing changes to some operations. 

This comes after Holcomb announced 
the end of Stage 5 and implemented new 
restrictions based on the state’s color-coded 
map showing viral spread. 

The new limitations for Plainfield opera-
tions will include:

Town facilities will be closed to walk-in 
traffic. All visitors will be required to make 
an appointment to conduct business. In-
person meetings are discouraged.

The Richard A. Carlucci Recreation & 
Aquatic Center will have a 250 person ca-
pacity and require members to sign-up for 
aerobics and aquatics classes to limit partici-
pants to 25 or fewer.  

The parks department is not currently al-
lowing new rentals.

Other recreational programming and 
events may be canceled or changed. 

Brandgard also signed a joint statement 

from the Central Indiana Council of Elected 
Officials (CICEO) that reinforces the need for 
individual actions to help stop the rise in 
coronavirus cases regionally. 

Town leaders are working closely with the 
board of health and local emergency person-
nel to monitor the situation and coordinate 
preventive actions. Plainfield has begun 
restricting internal staff meetings to five or 
fewer participants and has encouraged many 
staff members to work from home.

Plainfield tightens COVID-19 restrictions 
following Governor’s guidelines

A staff member cleans cardio equipment at the 
Richard A. Carlucci Recreation & Aquatic Center. 
Plainfield is restricting capacity to 250 guests and 
limiting capacity and access to other town facilities 
to curb the spread of coronavirus. (Photo provided by 
the Town of Plainfield)
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

COMMUNITY

Roman  
Numerals

$$250250
The amount of money Danville 
Community High School teachers Rachel 
Day and Heather Jackson received 
through a Hendricks County Farm 
Bureau STEM in Agriculture Grant. The 
grant provides a $250 personal award 
stipend paid directly to the teacher 
along with a $500 grant paid to the 
school for the teacher to use to cover the 
cost of equipment, resources, curriculum 
or training to continue to promote 
agriculture in the teacher’s curriculum.

Candy cane hunt planned for 
Brownsburg’s Natural Valley Ranch

REALTORS

F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.

Free Market Analysis 
and Consultation For real estate satisfaction, call Adam Jackson! Adam Jackson

REALTOR®/Broker

317-777-1527 c    |    adam jackson@talktotucker.com    |    Talk ToTucker.com/adam.jackson    |    

By Lindsay Doty

Hundreds of Santa’s candy canes are set 
to drop at Natural Valley Ranch in Browns-
burg for kids to en-
thusiastically scoop 
up during the an-
nual holiday event. 
The horseback trail 
riding center hosts 
the candy cane 
hunt that also in-
cludes pony rides 
as a fun way to cel-
ebrate the holiday 
season. 

“Kids love it. 
Most kids love an 
Easter Egg Hunt.
This is the same 
idea, only they are 
hunting for candy canes, and it gives them 
an opportunity to run outside,” said Marie 
Damler, owner of Natural Valley Ranch.

The candy cane hunt is planned for Dec. 
12 with three sessions from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. to spread out visitors. 

Due to the pandemic, there will be ad-
justments to limit the number of partici-
pants. Guests must have pre-paid tickets. 

Masks are required when indoors or 
when safe physical distancing isn’t pos-

sible. 
Santa will be 

onsite, but children 
will not be able to 
sit on his lap this 
year. 

“We have a spe-
cial new way for 
kids to safely visit 
with Santa,” said 
Damier. 

One week prior 
to the event, reg-
istered guests will 
receive an email 
detailing how visits 
with Santa will be 

managed. This will be determined by lo-
cal and state health guidelines that are in 
place at that time.

Kids under 2 are only allowed at the last 
session of the 
day. 

Candy Cane Hunt
Where: Natural Valley Ranch, 6310 E. 

County Road 350 N, Brownsburg
When: 11 a.m., 1 p.m. 3 p.m. Dec. 12

Cost: $12 per child, $5 per adult
Pre-paid tickets must be purchased. 

No tickets sold at the door.
Guests are encouraged to bring non-
perishable food items to donate to a 

local food pantry.
Buy tickets, go to the Natural Valley 

Ranch Facebook page or events.
r20.constantcontact.com/register/

eventReg

Avon Festival of Trees
When: Dec. 3-5

Where: Avon Wedding and Event Barn 
7424 E. CR 100 N, Avon 

Cost: Adults, $5; kids ages 3-18, $3; 2 and 
under, free or $20 per carload

Voting tickets for trees:  
$1 each or $8 for 10. 

Santa will be coming from the Indiana 
Historical Museum. 

Ice Bumper Cars  
by RBI Fields

Where: 104 S. CR 625 E, Avon
Website: icebumperfun.com 

Cost: $10 per per ticket
When: Saturdays 11 a.m- 2 p.m. Nov. 
28, Dec. 5, 12, 19 and 26; Jan. 2, 9 and 
16. Sundays: 12-4 p.m. Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 

13, 20 and 27; Jan. 3. 10 and 17. 
Monday: 12-4 p.m. Jan. 18, Martin 

Luther King Junior Day 

Bumpers & Brews
Ages: 21 & up. 

Cost: $25 per person, drink included. 
When: 6-8 p.m. or 9-11 p.m. Fridays 

and Saturdays Nov. 27-Jan. 16.

Brandon Imel, Brownsburg, grabbed sweet treats at the 2019 candy cane hunt at Natural Valley Ranch. 
(Photo by Faith Toole)

Ice Bumper Cars slide back  
into Avon rink at RBI Fields 

Avon Wedding Barn to host inaugural Festival of Trees to 
support Hendricks County nonprofits

By Lindsay Doty

Ice Bumper Cars by RBI Fields is making 
its return to the synthetic rink in Avon. 

“Ice bumper cars are the newest thing 
to hit the ice in Indy. We are the only 
synthetic ice rink in the state to operate 
these,” said Cassie Simpson with RBI Fac-
tory, a baseball training facility located in 
Avon that hosts the event. 

The cars run on a battery. They’re con-
trolled by the driver who uses two joy-
sticks to move around the ice and bump 
around. 

Drivers must be 36 inches tall and 
5-years-old to drive, but small kids can 
ride along with an older sibling or adult.  

“These are such a hit since they are fun 
for all ages and unique to the area. The 
nearest place to ride them is Gatlinburg, 
Tenn.,” she said. 

Host RBI Fields (formerly the Avon Soft-
ball Park) took last year off from the event, 
but due to popular demand, they’re bring-
ing bumpers back. To keep things safe 
during COVID-19,  the crew will be wiping 
down cars after each use.

“This is a great activity, as usually it is 
one person per car and can stay a safe 
distance apart even while bumping into 

each other.”
Tickets are limited to 20 riders per hour 

session to allow the same rider to ride 
multiple times. For a more adult night, 
Bumpers and Brews is for riders 21 and up 
on Friday and Saturday nights. Those are 
limited to 60 people per 2-hour session. 
Organizers say to get your tickets early be-
cause they do sell out. 

Kids and adults bump around on the ice bumper cars at RBI Fields synthetic rink in Avon. (Photo provided 
by RBI Fields)

The inaugural Festival of Trees at the Avon Wedding and Event Barn will feature Christmas trees decorated by 
nonprofits and auctioned to benefit Hendricks County organizations. (Photo provided by the Avon Wedding and Event 
Barn)

By Lindsay Doty

The Avon Wedding and Event Barn will soon be 
filled with decked-out Christmas trees as part of the 
inaugural Festival of Trees planned for Dec. 3-5.

Each tree, sponsored by a local business will rep-
resent and benefit a Hendricks County nonprofit. 

“We talk about essential workers, and it often gets 
forgotten that these nonprofits are essential to our 
community. They are doing a lot of the work,” said 
Brian Wheeler Avon Wedding and Event Barn co-
owner, who just purchased the wedding venue in 
July with his wife Loree and his parents.

He’s lived in Hendricks County for 20 years and 
has a deep appreciation for the charity-oriented 
community. He knows they’ve been hit hard during 
the pandemic. 

“A lot of people canceled their banquets and 
huge fundraisers, so we thought, how can we pull 
something off that’s COVID-compliant because we 
have open property on the barn,” said Wheeler. 

The Festival of Trees will be held over three days 
with spaced out pre-paid ticketing to increase social 
distancing. Families will be able to check out the 
trees, visit Santa, get hot cocoa and s’mores, and lis-
ten to live music. 

Visitors can vote on their favorite decorated tree. 
There will be prizes and a silent auction of each tree. 
All proceeds go back to the nonprofits.  

“The Avon Wedding Barn putting this event on is 
such a gift to this county and our nonprofits during 
this season. It’s exciting to see so many in our com-
munity coming together to support and encourage 
each other and to bring value and connection dur-
ing such an important time in our world,” said Jess 
Holiday, program coordinator with Get REAL inC, an 
Avon-based ministry that helps young girls grades 
2-12 through Christ-centered programs. 

She says their group, like so many others, has had 
to cut costs to survive. 

“This year is so hard, and kids are navigating un-
charted territory,” Holiday said. “This Get REAL team 
is dedicated to doing all we can to bring them com-
munity and someone to listen and support and to 
help build resilience in them. We need support and 
community now more than ever.”

Get REAL is one of more than 15 Hendricks Coun-
ty nonprofits already set to have a tree.  

“It’s kind of magical,” said Wheeler who is getting 
things holiday-ready with the help of his mother, 
Barbarann, who is a bit of an expert on planning 
Festival of Trees events (she used to be part of the 
planning with the Paramount Arts Center in her pre-
vious home in Kentucky). 

Participants and sponsors are encouraged to 
get creative with each theme.

“Tell a story with your tree. It will be competi-
tive, creative and fun,” said Wheeler. 

Tickets to visit the Avon Festival of Trees went 
on sale to the public via Facebook Live on Nov. 
13 on the Avon Wedding and Event Barn’s Face-
book page, facebook.com/avonweddingbarn. 
Tickets were expected to sell out quickly. 

There is still time to sponsor a tree or make a 
donation through Nov. 20. Visit avonwedding-
barn.com/festival The sponsor fee is $40 for a 
large tree and $25 for a small tree. Trees can be 
synthetic or real. 
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NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS! 

NEXT DAY  
APPOINTMENTS 

AVAILABLE

All three dermatologists are Board Certified by the American Academy of Dermatology.  

PLEASE CALL TO SCHEDULE 317-329-7050 
 

6820 Parkdale Place, Suite 211
Indianapolis, IN  46254-6600

www.EagleCreekDermatology.com

YOUR ORDER
EVERY MONDAY
& WEDNESDAY

 

50% OFF

Cannot be combined with any 
other o�ers. Participating 

locations only. Call ahead for
 quick pick up or curbside delivery. 

Must be redeemed at pick up. 
Not eligible for online ordering. 

O�er expires 12/31/2020

We Make It. 
You Bake It.TM

absolutely!
CURBSIDE PICKUP?

you betcha!
DELIVERY?

ORDER ONLINE TODAY! Visit our area 
locations Today!

Avon • 317-271-6200
10728 E. US Hwy 36, Avon, 46123

Zionsville • 317-733-9989
51 Boone Village, Zionsville, 46077

papamurphys.com

By Lindsay Doty

With November underway, volunteers 
with project A.N.G.E.L. (Area Neighbors Giv-
ing Extra Love) of Hendricks County know 
it’s crunch time to get ready for the busy 
giving season. The Avon-based nonprofit 
sponsors about 300 children each Christmas 
through community donations.

“There is a huge need in Hendricks Coun-
ty, especially this year,” said Project A.N.G.E.L. 
president McKenzie Crose. “We believe it 
will be our largest year yet.”

Last year, the group sponsored 112 fami-
lies with 300 children for Christmas thanks 
to generous community donors. The spon-
sored families receive gifts for the kids, gift 
wrap (for parents), meals, a family holiday 
meal and warm clothes.

It costs approximately $250-$300 per 
child to fulfill the wish list. This year the 
group estimates they will serve 187 families 
with 400 kids.   

“The biggest difference this year is people 
are reaching out about sponsoring families 
earlier, and I think it’s because everyone 
wants to help. I think it’s a wonderful thing,” 
said Crose.

The charity closed the window to nomi-
nate families in early November. To qualify, 
families must have proof of county residen-
cy, guardianship of children and tax infor-
mation to show financial need. The guide-
lines are similar to qualifications for reduced 
meals through public schools.

Once applications are approved, volun-
teers let the parents know they will receive 
gifts this Christmas.

“The biggest reaction we get is when we 
tell the family they are approved. There have 

been times it makes you want to cry. Some-
times, they will cry on the phone. It pulls on 
your heartstrings,” said Crose, who didn’t 
realize there was such a need right here in 
Hendricks County until she started working 
with the nonprofit.

“Some people are afraid to ask for help,” 
she said. “It’s nice to know you are doing 
something for those who need it.”

The community can help to help families 
in need in other ways this Christmas. Proj-
ect A.N.G.E.L. teamed up with the Town of 
Brownsburg for a toy drive.

Residents can visit the Brownsburg Parks 
Administrative Office, 402 E. Main St., 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. weekdays November 5-30 to pick up 
an angel wish list for shopping. Masks are 
required to enter the building. The Danville 
Chamber of Commerce is also featuring an 
angel tree in its office through Nov. 30.

“The holiday season is a time of giving,” 
said town manager Jeffery Eder. “We’re hon-
ored to work with Project A.N.G.E.L. this year 
to bring joy to Brownsburg families.”

Volunteers do not have to purchase all 
items on the list. The lists include the child’s 
pant size, shirt size, shoe size and three wish 
list items such as toys. All items must be un-
wrapped to allow families to partake in the 
Christmas experience.

To give back in any way and help a Hen-
dricks County child this Christmas, contact 
Project A.N.G.E.L. at projectangelofhen-
drickscounty@gmail.com or (317) 520-2972. 
There are opportunities to volunteer and 
sponsorships for the nonprofit, families and 
trees.

Hendricks County residents can help 
nonprofit Project A.N.G.E.L.  provide 

Christmas meals, gifts for families in need

A collection of toys purchased for the Project A.N.G.E.L. event in 2019 were given to a Hendricks County 
family in need last Christmas. Charity donations helped 300 Hendricks County children last year for the 
holidays. (Photo provided by Project A.N.G.E.L. of Hendricks County)
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TylerTyler PetePete ChadChad

“Protection YOU Can Trust, From the Family That Cares.”

GREATER INDY’S  
MOST TRUSTED SEWER &  

DRAIN COMPANY

Plumbing  •  Drains  •  Sewer Replacement 
Residential Heating & Cooling Services  •  Attic Insulation  

Duct & Dryer Vent Cleanings  •  Indoor Air Quality Services

44 Clogged Shower Drains   |    44 Slow Tub Drains
44 Plugged Toilets   |   44 Sluggish Kitchen Sink Drains

44 Backed-Up Main Sewer

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE
317-284-9145
petermanhvac.com

317-284-9145
petermanhvac.com

Coupon should be presented at the time of service. Not to be combined with any other offers or discounts. 
Not valid for commercial or rental properties. Homeowner must own and reside in the home. Valid M-F, during 
regular business hours. Not valid on previous purchase. Must have reasonable access to a main line clean out. 
Capable on drains up to 100 ft. Restrictions may apply. See company representative for all details. Must be in 
service area. OFFER ENDS 12/15/2020.

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

$$8383 DRAIN EVALUATION
CAMERA INSPECTION INCLUDED

50% OFF  (REG. $166)

Danville’s Christmas on the Square 
2020 tree lighting is planned for 

Nov. 27; no in-person Santa 
By Lindsay Doty

It’s beginning to look a little like Christ-
mas in downtown Danville with crews 
stringing up lights around the courthouse. 
Plans are underway for Danville’s Christmas 
on the Square 2020 with some adjustments 
due to COVID-19 safety precautions. The 
Downtown Danville Partnership has tenta-
tively scheduled the holiday kickoff event 
for 4-6 p.m. Friday, Nov. 27, with the tree 
lighting on the Square at 6 p.m. 

For safety reasons, organizers will not 
have Santa or Mrs. Claus at the event but are 
planning to have the man in red remotely 
help light the tree and canopy via Facebook 
Live. 

“We are not going to have Santa here. 
It’s just hard for kids to social distance, so 
things will be different. Santa is going to be 
staying safe to make lots of toys,” said Chris-
ta Miller, executive director of Downtown 
Danville Partnership. 

The train and bounce house will also not 
be part of the event. 

“We are trying to do something as nor-
mal as we can. This has been a big tradition 
in Hendricks County, and we don’t want to 
not do anything. We also want to respect 
people’s safety,” said Miller. 

This year, organizers also asked residents 
and businesses to help decorate the Dan-
ville Square for Christmas with giant post-
cards that were sold through early Novem-
ber and were installed on the courthouse 
lawn before Christmas on the Square. 

Organizers still want to help businesses 
on the Square that have taken a hit during 
the pandemic. Downtown Danville shops 
and restaurants will be open during the 
lighting event, and visitors are asked to 
make their best judgment when entering. 
Danville United Methodist Church will have 
its live nativity at the intersection of Marion 
and Washington streets that they prepare 
for all year.

“Danville United Methodist Church con-
siders live nativity and the hope of Jesus 
Christ the greatest gift we could give our 
community during the holiday season. We 
plan to make this event as normal for our 
guests driving through as we can,” said na-
tivity organizer Tonya Weiss.

All plans for Christmas on the Square are 
contingent on what safety mandates are in 
place at that time and approval by the Hen-
dricks County Health Department.

Christmas on the Square 2019 showcases the lighted big tree and canopy on the historical Danville square. 
The lighting event in November is a tradition in Hendricks County to kick off the season. (Photo provided by 
Downtown Danville Partnership)
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By Mike Beas

To high school wrestlers in Indiana, having the 
spotlight at Bankers Life Fieldhouse aimed your 
direction in front of thousands of onlookers is the 
pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.

Avon senior Jaden Reynolds continues to inch 
closer to a berth in a championship match at the 
annual state finals, placing third a year ago at 145 
pounds after a fifth-place showing at 138 as a 
sophomore.

The third time, he hopes, is the charm.
Reynolds is the latest in the long line of 

outstanding wrestlers to be part of the Avon 
pipeline. It’s a fraternity that includes nine state 
individual champions and four runners-up, along with 
second-place finishes in the final team standings in 
2005 and 2019.

Having watched friends and teammates 
make the slow walk to the center of the 
floor in an otherwise darkened Bankers 
Life, Reynolds wants to hear his 
career credentials rattled off by 
the public address announcer.

The senior has yet to decide 
whether he’ll remain at 145 
for his final season with the 
Orioles or bump up to 152 
pounds. He enters the 
2020-21 season with a 
career record of 98-26 and 
the type of skill set, work 
ethic and determination 
that translates to 
whichever class he 
decides.  

“I think Jaden is 
certainly one of the top 
returning wrestlers in that 
class (145), but I think he’s 
good enough to win state 
in either weight class,” said 
Avon coach Zach Errett. “He 

has the strength to match his technique and sticks to what he does 
really well.”

Reynolds, who carries a 3.74 grade-point average at Avon, hopes 
to major in business and be part of the wrestling program once he 

decides on a college.
Reynolds did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: How long have you been wrestling and what 
motivated you to start?

A: I started when I was 5. One day my dad asked 
me if I wanted to wrestle, and at the time it was 
something new. I came to the Avon Wrestling 

Club, and the first day I was on my back getting 
pinned and was smiling. Once I started to get 
good, I liked the feeling of winning.

Q: Moving up or down a weight class seems as 
though it would be difficult. Is it?

A: It’s probably the worst part of the sport, really. 
It’s definitely a mental game to play when you’re 

cutting weight. I’ve realized the past four 
seasons how to manage my body and 

what I can eat and drink to where I 
can lose weight easily and still feel 

energized.

Q: How valuable was being 
a state finalist the past two 

years when preparing for 
this season?

A: It’s very important. It 
gave me quite a bit of 
confidence, but it also 
just drove me to be 
better. I go out there 
to have fun and show 
off the work I’ve put in 
during the offseason.

ICONIC Athlete of the Week

B A C K  F O R  M O R E

Fellowship trained in sports medicine, 
Dr. Emily Cha sees sports medicine and 
general orthopedic patients.
Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400

Notables
Compiled by Mike Beas

Junior quarterback Kale Payne 
completed 13 of 20 pass attempts for 
201 yards and a pair of touchdowns in 
Danville’s 35-16 victory over visiting 
Sullivan in a Class 3A football regional. 
Junior Matthew McGovern rushed 
for 156 yards on 15 carries in the 
win, while classmate Tyler Dostin 
made six catches for 96 yards and a 
score, and Luke Wooten, a senior, 
corralled four for 61 yards. Free safety 
Brayton McMahon had eight tackles 
for Danville, while senior linebacker 
Ethan Dutra made six tackles, 
deflected two passes and recovered a 
fumble. Junior lineman Trey Morrell 
also made six tackles with senior 
kicker Braden Walliser converting all 
five point-after tries and averaging 
35.5 yards on his six kickoffs.

Danville junior Haley Ancelet 
tallied 12 points, while sophomore 
Isabella Wooten scored 11 and senior 
guard/forward Maddie Patterson 
finished with 10 points and eight 
boards in a 64-52 loss to Plainfield in 
girls basketball.

Tri-West girls hoops opened its 
season with a 53-52 loss to Westfield 
despite 15 points, five assists and 
three steals from junior Kenna Kirby 
and 14 points and four rebounds from 
junior forward Adrie Thompson. 
Becca Van Slyke, had 10 points and 
eight rebounds.

The Avon girls basketball squad 
lost to Pike, 58-44, with senior Alex 
Richard collecting 15 rebounds to go 
along with nine points for the Orioles. 
Guards Indiah Kendrick and Tonai 
Moore scored nine and eight points, 
respectively. Kendrick also had three 
steals to Moore’s three rebounds and 
three assists.

Email news@icontimes.com for 
accomplishments about HC athletes.

Avon senior hopes to cap wrestling 
career with a state championship

COMMUNITY

Avon senior Jaden Reynolds 
hopes to pin down a state 

wrestling championship in the 
2020-21 season and wrestle 

collegiately. (Photo by Eric Pritchett) 
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Season’s greetings and Merry Christ-
mas to you from all of us at the Hendricks 
County ICON! What a year it has been. The 
pandemic has given us the opportunity to 
be closer to family and the relationships it 
fosters. We believe this holiday season will 
be even more meaningful than ever to Hen-
dricks County families.

This year we partnered with our friends at 
Visit Hendricks County who picked 20 gifts 
to feature from local companies. They did 
a wonderful job, and we can’t thank them 
enough. Remember to support locally-
owned businesses this season because they 
support our community in important ways 
you may never know.

The elements you have grown fond of 
through the years in the Gifts section are 

still packaged inside. We tell you where to 
find Santa, what’s happening in your com-
munity and where you can see twinkling 
lights, among other pursuits.

We also help you get to know your Hen-
dricks County neighbors by finding out what 
holiday traditions and memories they hold 
dear to their hearts, and we gathered some 
of their favorite holiday recipes for you to try.

We sincerely thank our advertisers for 
their participation that allows us to publish 
this annual special section, and we thank 
you for reading it. A big thanks to our de-
signer Zach Ross for a great job!

More than anything we hope for you and 
yours to have a safe, whole and fulfilling 
holiday season.

ICON’s third annual  

holiday pastry contest
The ICON is asking you, our readers, to send your most beautiful 

and best tasting pastry recipes our way. If you’re reading this, the 

competition has begun. 

From now through Dec. 11, we are accepting recipes. Finalists 

will be chosen, and our very own foodie, Faith Toole, who compiles 

Faith on Food, will judge recipes. Finalists will be contacted and 

must bring a small portion of their pastry for Faith to sample at the 

ICON office, 5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123. 

Faith will make her final choice, and the winner will have the 

recipe featured in an upcoming edition of ICON and will receive a 

gift card.
How to enter: Send your information and recipe to Lyla Turner at 

Lyla@icontimes.com by Dec. 11. Include the following:

• Your name
• An email address or phone number where you can be reached 

• Your town of residence

• The full favorite recipe (ingredients and measurements, direc-

tions, etc.) 

This year’s event will look different than the 2019 Tree Lighting on the Hendricks County Courthouse Square, 
but the Square in Danville will still twinkle with lights this season. (Photo by Faith Toole)

15% off
ALL 2021  

Honda Odysseys 
& Honda Pilots*

12% off
ALL other  

Honda models*

BONUS OFFER

$500 EXTRA 
 for your trade*

HareHonda
8693 US 36 Rockville Road, Avon 8693 US 36 Rockville Road, Avon 

317.272.1000 317.272.1000 
HareHonda.comHareHonda.com

*Excludes Civic Type R, Civic Hatchback and SI and Honda Fit. Prior sales excluded.  
Must qualify for Honda loyalty. Odyssey, Civic, Accord and CRV must be leased through AHFC for 

well qualified lessees to receive the discount. Must present ad to receive extra $500 for trade. 
Offer expires 11/30/2020.

Unwrap the ICON Gift Guide to find 
Hendricks County holiday happenings, 

gifts and community stories
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5197 Fairway Drive, Avon, Indiana 46123   |   (317) 745-6448

Junior (Age 17 & under)  ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ $550; Sale:  $350
• Does not include range, golf cart; must play after 11 a.m. on Fri-Sun.

Young Adult (18-35)  ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $1,100; Sale:  $900
Single (Age 36-54)  ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $1,900; Sale:  $1,700
Senior (Age 55+)  ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ $1,600; Sale:  $1,400
Family  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $2,000

ADD  Spouse: $400  |  ADD  Junior: $250

2021 Membership

$200 OFF

Additional Membership Amenities:
UNLIMITED GOLF AND CART  •  DRIVING RANGE  •  PRIORITY TEE TIME BOOKING

20% OFF  Golf Shop Merchandise (Soft Goods)
10% OFF  Hard Goods
$5 OFF  Guests Rounds (excludes Twilight Rounds)
50% OFF  on Room Rental Fees for Event Pavilion Bookings

2021 MEMBERSHIP 
EXPIRES END OF DAY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18TH.
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Santa 
Sightings
Check out these Hendricks County events to share your wish list with Jolly Old St. Nick. All events 
are subject to change with current safety precautions from the Hendricks County Health Depart-
ment.

November
28 Saturday, Dec. 5 Saturday
Christmas at the Orchard
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Beasley’s Orchard, 2304 E. Main St., Danville. Take photos with Santa while 
sitting in his one-horse sleigh by the stone fireplace. Pre-ordered time slots only. Visit beas-
leys-orchard.com/events-festivals.

28 Saturday, 29 Sunday - weekends through Dec. 20
Pictures with Santa 
12 p.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays Nov. 28-Dec. 20 inside Frigid Frog, 1702 E. Main St., 
#101, Plainfield. Families take their own photos. 

30-Dec. 11
Letters to Santa
Avon-Washington Township Library, 498 N. Avon Ave., Avon. Mail a letter to Santa and get 
a reply back. Include a self-addressed and stamped envelope with the letter, seal it, then 
bring it into the library and mail it in the North Pole Express mailbox in the children’s de-
partment. For more information, visit avonlibrary.net.

December
3-5 Thursday-Saturday
Festival of Trees
1-8 p.m. timed ticketed event at Avon Wedding and Event Barn, 7424 E. CR 100 N., Avon. 
See the lights and trees, vote on a favorite tree, visit Santa and enjoy live music, hot cocoa, 
s’mores and a silent auction of trees. Event benefits Hendricks County nonprofits. Cost: $5 
adults, $3 children 3 and older or $20 per car. To sponsor a tree, visit avonweddingbarn.
com/festival.

4 Friday, 5 Saturday, Fridays and Saturdays in December 
Drive-thru Interactive Santa Experience
6-8 p.m. Red Curb Comedy, 8403 E. U.S. 36, Avon. Roll down the windows to have a quick 
chat or pop out for a fast elfie-selfie. Cost: $10 per car at drive-thru or in advance. Visit red-
curbcomedy.com/santa.

5 Saturday
Santa Claus is Coming to Town
5:30 p.m., Scamahorn Park, 52 E. Main St., Pittsboro. With the help of the Pittsboro Fire 
Department, Santa will tour Pittsboro neighborhoods starting at 2 p.m. Join Santa at 5:30 
p.m. at Scamahorn Park with the Tri-West High School band as they escort Santa to the tree 
display in the park. Santa will be available for photos after a tree lighting. For more informa-
tion, visit townofpittsboro.org.

5 Saturday
Breakfast with Santa
8-10:30 a.m., Lizton Lions Club, 101 S. Cherry St., Lizton. Lions will serve biscuits and sausage 
gravy, scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausages and drinks. A donation $5 per person donation 
is requested. Children under 10 are free. Santa arrives on a firetruck at 9 a.m. For more infor-
mation, visit facebook.com/Lizton-Lions-Club-218680074832462.

12 Saturday 
Skating with Santa
2-4 p.m. Santa will be the guest at Penguin Park Skate Rink. Come take a photo with Santa 
and join in some holiday games. Cost: $15 person. Visit washingtontwpparks.org.

11-12 Friday-Saturday 
Christmas with the Ponies
4- 8:30 p.m., Strides to Success, 1350 Terry Drive, Plainfield. The 17th annual Christmas with 
Santa & the Ponies includes horse time at the barn and learning more about Strides to Suc-
cess.  Proceeds support Stride for Success participants who need financial assistance. For 
more information call (317) 838-7002, ext. 0.

11-12 Friday-Saturday 
The Trees of Plainfield
6-10 p.m. west side of Hummel Park, 5373 CR 700 E, Plainfield. Stroll through Hummel Park 
looking at decorated trees, vote for the best gingerbread house and see a living nativity. Pur-
chase treats and shop at vendor booths. Hosted by Plainfield High School Choral Boosters.

12 Saturday
Candy Cane Hunt
11 a.m.-4 p.m., Natural Valley Ranch, 6320 E. County Road 350 N., Brownsburg. Visit with 
Santa Claus, go on a pony ride and enjoy a snack in this outdoors event. Tickets are $12 per 
child, $5 per adult and must be purchased in advance. For more information, visit hendricks-
countytrailrides.com/family-events.

20 Sunday
Santa’s reindeer
12-2 p.m. Visit Santa’s reindeer outside the Frigid Frog, 1702 E. Main St., #101, Plainfield. Or-
ganized by the Plainfield Ace Hardware.



November 24, 2020
Hendricks County ICON Gift Guide

myhcicon.com
5



November 24, 2020
Hendricks County ICON Gift Guide
myhcicon.com

6

5 minutes with... Community leaders share their 
holiday memories and plans 
for 2020 Christmas cheer

Compiled by Rick Myers

As the world nears the season of Advent leading up to 
Christmas, people are weighing their options to celebrate 
with family. Looking back at their favorite childhood memo-
ries, and looking forward to holiday traditions old and new 
for this year, four community leaders took time to spread 
some Christmas cheer. 

Rene Behrend
Executive director, Brownsburg Education Foundation

What’s the best gift you’ve ever received and from 
whom? Well, this is going to sound funny, but not to those 
who know me well…a jigsaw that my husband bought for 
me!

What is your favorite Christmas tradition? Opening 
stockings with my family because everyone contributes to 
the gifts in the stocking, but they are all a surprise until we 
open them together.

What Christmas movie can’t you get enough of and 
why? That’s easy —”Elf”! I ask my family to watch it with me 
every year. There are so many lines in that movie that make 
me laugh out loud!

What will be served at Christmas dinner? The usual 
— stuffing balls and rosemary pinwheels requested by 
my daughter, pineapple requested by my husband, ham 
requested by my son, cranberry sauce, asparagus and, of 
course, my traditional Christmas pie!

All I want for Christmas is… Ha-ha...this year? Well, that is 
obvious.

Brad DuBois
President & CEO, Plainfield Chamber of Commerce

What’s the best gift you’ve ever given and to whom? Not 
sure there was anything specific. I think it’s fun to watch a 
child’s face as they unwrap the presents and the joy they 
exhibit. 

What’s the best gift you’ve ever received and from 
whom? Again, I’m not sure there is any one thing…Mostly I 
enjoy the time with loved ones more than anything.

What is your favorite Christmas tradition? Christmas din-
ner, of course.

What Christmas movie can’t you get enough of and 
why? There are a couple: ”Elf” is one and “Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer” from my childhood.

What will be served at Christmas dinner? Turkey and 
ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, along with the essential 
side dishes. Yum!!

All I want for Christmas is… For everyone in the world’s 
lives to be normal again…

Laurel Setser 
Executive director, Avon-Washington Township Library 

Continued on Page 7

Will COVID-19 alter your Christmas plans this year? If so, 
how? Most likely, we will not be traveling to see extended 
family in northeast Ohio this year like we usually do. We will 
wait and decide closer to Christmas how we will navigate 
that.

Living through the pandemic, will Christmas take on 
special meaning this year? If so, why? I am a pretty senti-
mental person, so time with my family is always really spe-
cial to me.

Where will you be celebrating Christmas?  Probably in our 
home in Brownsburg.

What is your best Christmas memory as a kid? I have lots 
of small moments that filled me with the wonder of the 
holidays as a child, but that probably has something to do 
with my active imagination. One year when I was about 5, 
my dad and I were coming back from midnight mass, and 
Santa was walking down the side of the road.  I hit the floor 
of the car because I didn’t want Santa to know that I was still 
awake at that hour! Another year right around that same 
time, I was certain that I heard the tiny footsteps of all of the 
reindeer on our roof.

What’s the best gift you’ve ever given and to whom? The 
gift that I think is enjoyed the most is the annual photo cal-
endar that I have been making for all of our extended family 
members for the last 25 years. When they get to that gift, all 
present opening stops, and we have to take a pause to flip 
through each month.

Will COVID-19 alter your Christmas plans this year? If so, 
how? I probably won’t be able to spend time with a lot of 
family members as has been the tradition in the past.

Living through the pandemic, will Christmas take on 
special meaning this year? If so, why? I think every year 
is special, but this year will look different, so in my world it 
will be more intimate with family, and we will appreciate the 
time we have together.

Where will you be celebrating Christmas? At home!

What is your best Christmas memory as a kid? Ha Ha, like 
every kid…waking up on Christmas morning and seeing all 
of the stuff under the tree, then seeing all the aunts, uncles 
and cousins.

Will COVID-19 alter your Christmas plans this year? If so, 
how? Church services will be different this year, but through 
the miracle of Zoom, we will still be able to gather together 
and celebrate the birth of Jesus. I will certainly miss all the 
special music that is traditionally performed during this 
season though. Our family is quite small, so our at-home 
celebration will probably not change much.

Living through the pandemic, will Christmas take on 
special meaning this year? If so, why? The pandemic has 
certainly opened my eyes to the beauty of simple things. 
Creatively finding ways to spend time with friends has taken 
a much greater importance. Cutting out some of the busy-
ness of the season has turned out to be a blessing in many 
ways.
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Tracy Shafer
Superintendent, Danville Community School Corporation

Will COVID-19 alter your Christmas plans 
this year? If so, how? Due to COVID-19, we 
have decided to postpone our large family 
Christmas gathering. Our immediate family 
will be doing our traditional get together 
and plan to take a short family trip as well…
we hope! 

Living through the pandemic, will Christ-
mas take on special meaning this year? 
If so, why? Christmas is always special, and 
I am not sure that it will be more special 
because of the pandemic. I do think that it 
will cause our family to be more apprecia-
tive though of the times we can freely get 
together with our loved ones, and we will 
certainly miss that this year. 

Where will you be celebrating Christmas?  
We will celebrate Christmas at our home 
here in Danville. 

What is your best Christmas memory as 
a kid? My best Christmas memory as a kid 
was waking up to presents under the tree. 
My parents always had us open gifts togeth-
er and would always save back the “big one” 
until we thought we were out of gifts, and 
we fell for that every year. 

What’s the best gift you’ve ever given 
and to whom? Probably the best gift I have 
ever given was the same one my parents 
gave to me, just the stability of our home at 
the holidays, the ability to be together, cel-
ebrate together and be a family at holiday 
time. We try to do the same thing for our 
children now. 

What’s the best gift you’ve ever received 
and from whom? The best gift I have ever 
received was a Daisy bolt action bb/pellet 

gun when I was 8 years old from my mom 
and dad. 

What Christmas movie can’t you get 
enough of and why? That is “A Christmas 
Story.” My wife and I used to run that all 
night when we would be up wrapping pres-
ents for kids late at night on Christmas Eve. 

What will be served at Christmas din-
ner? Right now we are thinking pot roast 
and turkey on Christmas day, with all of the 
other trimmings of course. No one will leave 
hungry! 

All I want for Christmas is… All I want for 
Christmas is for our family to be together 
and everyone to be healthy. 

5530 E. US Hwy 36
Suite 100

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Fresh Roasted Coffee is a  
thoughtful gift for any coffee lover!  

We also offer Gift Cards, T-shirts, Mugs and 
more for those non coffee lovers!

Hurry – our gifts were very popular last year and supply is limited!

M-F 10am-5pm • Saturday 10-2
December: M-F 10-5
Sat 10-4  • Sun 12-4 

51 S Washington St, Danville, IN

Shop Danville. 
Shop art. 
Shop unique gifts. 
Shop GalleryGallery ON THE SQUARE!

Country Harmony
721 North Green Street  
Brownsburg, IN 46112 
(317) 852-8661

We hope you all have a great 
Thanksgiving and stuff yourselves.  

Let us help you with stuffing  
your pots with greens!

Trees, wreaths, roping & poinsettias are all here! 
Like us on Facebook.

Mon. - Fri.  10-6   |   Sat. - Sun.  10-5

Where will you be celebrating Christmas? 
On our farm in Danville.

What is your best Christmas memory as 
a kid? The year I got the orange Sting-Ray 
bicycle. Wow, was that cool!

What’s the best gift you’ve ever given and 
to whom? I don’t know if I have ever given 
a “best” gift. I tend to be practical and will 
typically listen to my husband when he talks 
about tools or equipment he would like to 
have for the farm. He always seems amazed 
that I knew he wanted what I got him.

What’s the best gift you’ve ever received 
and from whom? The immersion blender 
my husband got me. He went all out and 
got one with a bunch of accessories.

What is your favorite Christmas tradi-
tion? Making fun of my friend Diane’s 

annual Christmas newsletter.

What Christmas movie can’t you get 
enough of and why? I am not a huge 
movie person (don’t have the attention 
span) but I do like “Love Actually” and could 
probably watch it once during the holiday 
season.

What will be served at Christmas din-
ner? I am firm about which meats go with 
each holiday —  ham for Easter, turkey for 
Thanksgiving and beef for Christmas. Since 
Christmas is also Tom’s birthday, I usually 
make him a tenderloin, although I would 
really rather have a rib roast. I will do some 
sort of potatoes and a salad. He will get to 
choose if he wants a chocolate cake or a 
cheesecake for his dessert. 

All I want for Christmas is…For people to 
try to live the Golden Rule.

Continued from Page 6
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Call or come by our team is always here to assist.  CALL US:  317-271-7771

9519 E. US Hwy 36, Avon, IN 46123   |   Scottsfinishingtouch.com

Scott’s Finishing Touch is Indy’s Premier Detail Facility 
delivering exceptional customer service, professional 
service options and quality results since 2001. 
Conveniently located in Avon on Rockville Rd.

Our innovative professional interior and exterior solutions 
refresh, renew and restore all Vehicles, Motorcycles, Boats, 
RV’s, Semi’s, Trailers, Industrial Equipment and More.

We offer Express Service Maintenance Options to  
Full Service Detail Options and Ceramic Coating Service 
Options. We can routinely maintain, correct harsh wear 
and provide unparalleled protection. SFT cross 
contamination prevention can deliver each 
customer assurance in knowing no cross 
contamination takes place between 
vehicles like other facilities.

FOR ALWAYS CURRENT REVIEWS, PICTURES & SCOTT’S FINISHING TOUCH INFO. CHECK OUT:

Gift Cards are available for purchase in 
any denomination online or at our facility.

SFT Gift Cards are always appreciated, always 
needed and perfect for everyone on your list!

120 W. Main St., Plainfield   •  317-772-1738

Downtown
D A N C E  C L U B

$50 
1 HOUR PRIVATE LESSON

OR $200 
6 PRIVATE DANCE LESSONS

OFFER GOOD FOR  
NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

Holiday 
  Special

Brownsburg cancels Christmas Under the Stars parade 
By Lindsay Doty 

While some event organizers in Hendricks 
County are making adjustments to holiday 
public events, others are canceling due to 
concerns about the spread of coronavirus. 

After careful thought, the Brownsburg 
Parks and Recreation Department decided 
to cancel the annual Christmas Under the 
Stars parade this year due to COVID-19. 

“We want to make sure we don’t put 
any residents at risk because we won’t be 
able to ensure social distancing and mask-
wearing,” said Brownsburg Community 

Engagement Manager Mary Lousie Bewley.  
Brownsburg Parks is planning other 

things to offer the community holiday fun 
throughout December, including more 
lighted figures in its annual lights display at 
Arbuckle Acres Park and providing virtual 
activities families can participate in togeth-
er from home. The team is also partnering 
with Connection Pointe Christian Church 
during December to offer movie weekends.

Visit connectionpointe.org/christmas for 
more information.

Red Cross holds Hendricks County blood donations  
entering the holiday season

The American Red Cross is urging healthy 
donors of all blood types to give blood and 
help ensure a stable blood supply for patients. 

The traditional slump in blood donations 
between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day 
comes as the blood supply already faces 
challenges created by the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

To make an appointment to give blood, 
platelets or plasma, download the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org, 
call (800) 733-2767 or enable the Blood 

Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device. 
Those who give blood Nov. 25-28 will 

receive a Red Cross long-sleeved T-shirt, 
courtesy of Suburban Propane, while sup-
plies last. 

Donation events in Hendricks County 
include 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 24, Washington 
Township Park, 435 Whipple Lane, Avon; 2 
p.m.-7 p.m. Nov. 24, Arbuckle Acres-Bundy 
Lodge, 7024 Lucas Drive, Brownsburg and 
2 p.m.-7 p.m. Nov. 25, The Shops at Perry 
Crossing, 2420 City Center Way, Plainfield.
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OUR BEST WEAPON 
AGAINST THE  
CORONAVIRUS IS YOU.

PRESENTING SPONSOR

HOPE SPONSORS

STRENGTH SPONSORS

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

FAMILY SPONSOR

FRIEND SPONSORS
Electric Plus
Hostetter & Associates
Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance
Karen & Michael Beaty, DDS 

Wurster Construction

Shiel Sexton Company, Inc.
BMO Harris Bank
ERMCO, Inc
Guidon Design
Majestic Care
Ray’s Trash Service

Support our End-of-Year Giving Campaign and help Hendricks Regional Health in 

the fight against COVID-19. Every dollar donated will be matched by our generous 

campaign sponsors listed below. Your donation will directly benefit our COVID-19 

Relief Fund and our healthcare team’s effort to continue keeping our community safe.

 

Please consider supporting us with your tax-deductible gift at 

supporthendricks.org/EOY2020.
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Content provided by Visit Hendricks County 

Visit Hendricks County has a pulse on the community, including some of 
the best gift giving options from locally-owned retailers. Check out their 

annual Holiday Gift Guide for unique finds and sweet treats.
To find websites for local businesses to order some of these products, 

more gift ideas, things to do, holiday attractions and a holiday gift card 
giveaway, go online to VisitHendricksCounty.com.

20 local gifts to 
give for 2020

Grab & Go Fudge
If you have a hard-to-buy-for 
someone, you can’t go wrong with 
food and particularly candy. The 
Fudge Kettle in Avon is making 
it easy this holiday season by 
providing their handmade fudge in 
a variety of flavors in fun grab and 
go holiday shapes.

Find it: Fudge Kettle
Buy it: In store, 5530 E. U.S. 36, 
Suite 250, Avon
Cost: $4.50-$16.50
Website: thefudgekettle.com

Boutique Cheer Box

It is tough to purchase clothes, but Caroline’s Boutique 

created cheer boxes that come gift wrapped with a 

special message from the sender. They offer free delivery 

within Hendricks County. 

Find it: Caroline’s Boutique

Buy it: Online or in store, 17 S. School St., Brownsburg

Cost: $20 and up

Paw Print Coloring Book
One unique item we found this year 
is a coloring book that local artist TJ 
Graham created from her paw print art 
pieces that are also for sale at Gallery on 
the Square. A perfect gift for all ages, a 
portion of the proceeds from all her art is 
donated to The ARK Fostercare Program.

Find it: Gallery on the Square
Buy it: In store, 51 S. Washington St., 
Danville
Cost: $10

Hot Cocoa Bomb
These cocoa bombs will be the new hot 
stocking stuffer for 2020. Appearing to 
be chocolate candy, when hot water or 
milk is added in a mug, they bloom into a 
cup of hot chocolate, complete with mini 
marshmallows. 

Find it: Schakolad Chocolate Factory
Buy it: Curbside or in store, 351 
Marketplace Mile, Unit 160, Plainfield.
Cost: $5-$10

Barnwood Christmas Tree Décor

Forget-Me-Nots just off the Square in Danville 

features products made from Indiana barnwood. 

This year one highlight is the unique holiday tree 

decor. The frame is made from barnwood, and 

the tree is hand-cut from the barn’s tin roof.

Find it: Forget-Me-Nots

Buy it: In store, 127 S. Washington St., 

Danville; 51 S. Washington St., Danville

Cost: $5-$45
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Advent Calendars
With advent calendars being all the rage 
to count down the days in December, 
we found two versions to consider — 
a personalized Reindeer Christmas 
Countdown Advent Calendar and one for 
four-legged friends that includes a dog treat each day.

Find it: Paw Street Bakery, MRC Wood 
Products
Buy it: In store, online, order ahead 120 
E. Main St.; Plainfield 8945 Motorsports 
Way, Brownsburg
Cost: $46-$50

Indiana OriginalsNorelu once again delivered with their most popular item this year. 
We love these signs featuring a mini Indiana wood cutout that is 
hand painted using a pouring technique that makes each a one-of-
a-kind gift.

Find it: Norelu 
Buy it: In store, 103 W. Main St., LiztonCost: $23

Soy Candles

If you love candles or love giving candles for 

holiday gifts, Pittsboro Candle Company is 

definitely the place for you. We purchased 

and tried out one of the candles, and it is 

one of the best we’ve ever found in terms of 

burn time and fragrance. 

Find it: Pittsboro Candle Company, Big 

Tuck’s Feed & More and Gizmo’s Galleria

Buy it: Online and in store, 20 E. Main 

St., Pittsboro, 1 E. Main St., Pittsboro and 

1012 E Main St., Brownsburg.

Cost: $2-$25

Initial Necklaces

These simple but popular 

necklaces at Seize The Night 

Designs in Danville can be custom 

stamped with any letter or 

number. The necklaces are not only 

affordable but come in a variety 

of looks including aluminum/

stainless steel, brass/stainless steel 

and antiqued brass metals. 

Find it: Seize The Night Designs

Buy it: In store, online, order 

ahead, 51 W. Marion St. Danville

Cost: $8-$14

Goat Soap Products

Handmade goat milk soap makes your skin feel smoother and cleaner and 

most importantly, it contains natural alpha hydroxy acids which help in the 

removal of dead skin cells, making it a great gift for 2020. 

Find it: Bear’s Garden Center, The Beehive

Buy it: In store, 7824 Ind. 39, Lizton; 55 E. Main St., Danville

Cost: $2 and up
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Cream cheese or Sock-it-to-Me Pound Cake
We couldn’t leave Marsha’s Specialty Desserts pound cake off our list. Their cream cheese pound cakes are melt-in-your-mouth delicious. Their cakes have even been recognized as juried Indiana Artisan products, which means they are among the best pound cakes in Indiana. Find it: Marsha’s Specialty Desserts & Tierney’s Catering

Buy it: In store, online, curbside or order ahead, 10834 E. U.S. 36, Avon
Cost: $5-$30

DIY Experience

Give the gift of creativity and fun by 

purchasing a gift card at one of our DIY 

locations. Your loved one can create 

their own treasure while enjoying a 

memorable experience.

Find it: Tie Dye Lab, uPaint Pottery 

Studio and Brightly Art Studio 

Buy it: Online and in store, 8100 E. 

U.S. 36 suite l, Avon, 1820 E. Main St., 

Plainfield and 1451 S. Green St., Suite 

C, Brownsburg
Cost: Vary

Royalicious Body Care ItemsWe loved the line of Royalicious items we found at Style Threads Boutique in Avon. Made in nearby Crawfordsville, the line of products include sugar scrubs, wax, body butters, candles and more at various price points.
Find it: Style Threads Resale and Boutique

Buy it: In store, 7728 E. U.S. 36, AvonCost: $8-$19.

Tree of Life Necklace

Said to bring wisdom, knowledge and enlightenment, these 

colorful gemstone Tree of Life Necklaces caught our eye. At an 

affordable price, they would be the perfect gift for any loved 

one on your list.

Find it: Earth Wear Rock Shop

Buy it: In store, 309 W. Main St., Plainfield

Cost: $10

Gift Cards for Local Shops
If you just don’t really know what to give, 
we have a whole host of gift cards you 
can buy online to support our locally 
owned businesses. If you want to spice 
up giving a gift card as a gift, we found 
a way for you to do that at Schakolad 
Chocolate in Plainfield. Why use an 
envelope when you can put them in a 
chocolate gift card holder?

Find it: Various locations throughout 
Hendricks County
Buy it: Online and in store
Cost: Vary
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Personalized  

Graphic Tees & Pillows

Sugar Pine Boutique has an 

online shirt shop to personalize 

graphic T-shirts from the 

comfort of your home, and the 

options seem endless. You can 

also purchase already-made 

graphic Ts in their store. They 

also offer throw pillows that 

can be monogrammed with a 

family name.

Find it: Sugar Pine Boutique

Buy it: In store and online, 

110 S. Center St., Plainfield

Cost: $15-$25

Wood ArtThese creations caught our eye. Created by local artist Mary McCartney-Jones, some of the faces almost look like they grew into the wood.Find it: Gallery on the SquareBuy it: In store, 51 S. Washington St., DanvilleCost: $8 and up

Ornament KitWe found something different that families may want to 
open early this year to start a new tradition. These ornament 
kits provide an alternative from cookies and gingerbread 
houses. The kit comes with different wooden ornaments to 
paint and decorate, providing a treasured memento that can 
hang on your tree for years to come.Find it: African Plum Home & MoreBuy it: In store, PlainfieldCost: $30

Wall Pockets

These wall hangers immediately caught 

our eye, and we learned they were one 

of the store’s best sellers and come in 

two sizes. They can be filled with just 

about anything to provide another 

accent piece in your home.

Find it: Inspired Home and Gifts

Buy it: In store, 475 E. Northfield 

Drive, Suite A, Brownsburg

Cost: $12-$18

Hard Cider
We highly recommend the new hard cider at Beasley’s Orchard that they just introduced this summer. They use their award-winning apple cider to make it.Find it: Beasley’s Orchard

Buy it: In store, 2304 E. Main St., DanvilleCost: $12 per four-pack



November 24, 2020
Hendricks County ICON Gift Guide
myhcicon.com

14

By Brenda Lekse 

My love of Christmas decorating began decades ago helping my 
dad with our Christmas décor. Dad loved Christmas and did outdoor 
holiday decorating to a legendary degree. 

As a child, my family lived in Avon close to the corner of Ind. 267 
(now Avon Avenue) and 10th Street. The pace of the traffic was 
slower, the town smaller and quieter and farm fields larger. A trip to 
Monty’s supermarket always took longer because you didn’t leave 
without chatting with a friend or two. 

Christmas was such a special time, and I couldn’t wait for the 
decorating season to start. The job assigned to my brother and me 
was light string checkers. We worked efficiently, checking very small 
lights on the string with a jiggle, quickly replacing the old lights 
with new. Moving swiftly, the parade of the light strings would trav-
el out our front door to dad on a ladder adorning an old maple tree. 

The completed look included lighted snowmen, Santa, carolers 
and candy canes. Even the tree trunks were wrapped with red and 
white ribbon to look like candy cane poles. I enjoyed watching the 
cars suddenly slow for a longer glimpse. If people enjoyed it, even 
for a moment, it made it all worthwhile. I’ve always thought of how 
we decorated my childhood home as our family’s way of saying 
“Merry Christmas.” It was a small gift we could give to our commu-
nity, a precious memory I’ll hold forever. It was magic.    

Now that I’m a wife to Jim and mother to Matthew and Douglas, 
I cherish the warm holiday memories of those traditions the most 
— entertaining, holiday parties and get-togethers baking with my 
niece Sophia.

My love of the holidays came full circle when it became my part 
of my profession. For years as owner of floral company RUE de 
FLEURS my job was to design event spaces in homes large and small 
on any budget. I love the DIY approach to everything and creating 
holiday traditions based on your personal style and memories. Like 
in life, it sometimes comes down to blend and balance. Here’s a few 
tips to create your own holiday style, and most of all, have fun. 

Hanging the holly
Ideas for using what you 

have to create the holiday 
ambiance you want

Use existing furniture to display holiday decorations to bring a festive feel to your 
home. Try matching the style of home décor with Christmas decorations. (Photos 
provided by Brenda Lekse)

Continued on Page 15
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Designer tips
Buy Christmas and holiday décor to 

match the color, furnishings and style of 
your home. Buy quality pieces. Buy your 
Christmas themes a few at a time. Try not to 
impulse buy so you don’t end up with bits 
and pieces that won’t work together.

I use the color platinum and as much as 
I can. I love the versatility of the cross be-
tween silver and gold.       

Wrapping presents
To get the best wrapping results, buy a 

heavier wrapping paper. For great bows, 
purchase ribbon with a wired edge. Add 
leaves, silk berries and glitter pics for a cus-
tom touch. 

Old Christmas cards
Keep your old Christmas cards to make 

fun projects. The high-quality paper and 
great graphics with holiday messages make 
fun, framed pieces and gift tags.

Tablescapes 
Set your holiday table with festive gar-

land and framed pictures from Christmas 
past. 

Brenda Lekse is a Master Florist at RUE 
de FLEURS/Lekse Farms in Danville. Visit 
their website ruedefleurs.com or Facebook 
page, facebook.com/RuedeFleurs.

Continued from Page 16 Tips for your  
Christmas tree

Refresh your artificial tree by using real 
Christmas greens. Depending on the tem-
perature in your house, these greens should 
last though Christmas for this mid-Decem-
ber project. Big box retailers and Christmas 
tree farms generally give away their Christ-
mas tree clippings. Beware if you have cats 
that like to climb in your tree that this idea 
may not work for you. 

Making easy flower cen-
terpieces

Buy OASIS brand 1/4-inch size clear grid 
tape from any craft store. Choose a glass 
vase and make a tic-tac-toe pattern on the 
top. ]Remove any leaves that sit below the 
waterline. Fill the vase with lukewarm water 
and cut your flowers too size.   Call (317) 885.8707

Two Locations:

McCammons Irish Market is  
a unique store offering the finest line of  

Christmas trees with FREE DELIVERY.

We also have grave blankets, roping,  
poinsettias, wreaths and swags.

We feature imported gifts and clothing from  
Ireland and Talavera Pottery from Mexico.

Tree set up is available in your home for $35.00.

www.mccammonsirishmarket.comwww.mccammonsirishmarket.com

HOURS:  Monday through Saturday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

620 Treybourne Dr., Greenwood 
Corner of Fry Road & SR 135

3480 N. State Road 267,
Brownsburg, Indiana 46112

$10.00 OFF  
with minimum $25.00 purchase.

EXPIRES 12/31/20
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By Lindsay Doty 

While the 2020 holiday season may look 
a little different due to the stresses of the 
pandemic, one thing is still certain, many 
of us will be spending plenty of time eating 

and cooking. 
To help us get it right in the kitchen and 

enjoy something delicious (to make us feel 
good), Hendricks County families shared 
some of their go-to holiday food traditions. 
Thank you!

Baked with Love
Hendricks County families share  

their holiday food traditions. 

Isie’s Molasses Cookies  
Twelve-year-old Isabella “Isie” Rheaume 

is busy in the kitchen this holiday season, 
whipping up her scrumptious cookies that 
are as sweet as she is. 

The sixth grader at Brownsburg West Mid-
dle School started baking so much in early 
2020 that she launched her own Facebook-
driven cookie business titled Isie's Irresist-
ible Cookies where she takes online orders 
in seven different flavors. 

As the holidays near, Isie is guaranteed to 
clock some hours in the Rheaume kitchen 
and is looking forward to sharing her treats 
with her parents, sisters and extended fam-
ily.

“A holiday recipe that my family and I 
enjoy is molasses cookies. We love them be-
cause they are sweet and made with spices 
that remind us of the holidays. They make 
us feel warm and cozy, just like Christmas,” 
she said. 

She shared one of her favorites that was 
passed down by her great-great-great-
great-grandma Agnes. “My great-grandpa 
Roy used to make these, and everyone 

Isie Rheaume,12, bakes her holiday cookies at her 
home in Brownsburg using family recipes passed 
down through generations. (Photos provided by 
Rheaume family)

loved them. The tradition has now been 
passed on to me.”

Isie’s Molasses Cookie Recipe
Makes about 24 cookies
Ingredients: 11/2 cups of short-
ening, 2 cups of brown sugar, 2 
eggs, 8 tablespoons of molasses, 
1/2 teaspoon of salt, 4 1/2 cups 
of flour, 4 teaspoons of bak-
ing soda, 1 teaspoon of ground 
cloves, 2 teaspoons of cinna-
mon, 2 teaspoons of ground gin-
ger, 1 cup of sugar
Directions: 
1. With an electric mixer, cream 

together shortening and 
brown sugar (not white). 
Beat in the eggs and molasses. Mix in the 
salt, cloves, cinnamon, ginger and bak-
ing soda. Stir in the flour. If the dough is 
dry, add 2 teaspoons of water.

2. Wrap in plastic wrap and place in the 
freezer for 1 hour.

3. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.

4. Roll into slightly flattened balls. Place 
white sugar on a plate. Roll the balls in 
sugar.

5. Place the balls onto an ungreased pan 
and sprinkle with 2-3 drops of water.

6. Bake for 12-15 minutes.

• Our hope is that extending the days  
will help reduce crowds...

• We will limit the number of patrons  
in the store at once...

• We will replenish our stock  
as the week goes on...

• We will provide a safe,  
warm waiting area with refreshments.

The Shop Next Door to The Gathering Together
147 North Center Street, Plainfield, IN 46168

HOURS:  December 3 – 5 (Thursday – Saturday):  10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
December 6 (Sunday):  12 p.m. – 4 p.m.

December 7 – 9 (Monday – Wednesday):  10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Holiday 
Open House

Thursday, Dec. 3rd - Wednesday, Dec. 9th, 2020
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Avon’s Premier Gun Store
Large New and Used Inventory

180 N. Avon Ave, Suite 230 
317-268-6695 

copperheadridgefirearms.com

HOURS:  M-S  10 am - 6 pm 
Closed Sundays

ALL OPTICS, PARTS AND 
ACCESSORIES BOUGHT 

AT STORE RECEIVE 
FREE INSTALLATION.

No contracts, No long term commitment
Local Family-Owned and operated

FREE No obligation estimates
Same day installation available

LICENSE # LAC-000476

Monthly 
monitoring

STARTING AT $15

Reconnect your  
existing compatible alarm

FOR ONLY $75

Monitor your home or 
business from your phone

SECURITY CAMERAS 
BUY 5 GET ONE FREE

EXPIRES 12.31.20

PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED

$649 
4 HD IP CAMERAS

with 24 hour recording NVR 
and remote live view

EXPIRES 12.31.20

BUY ONE GET ONE
FREE DOOR/

WINDOW 
CONTACTS

EXPIRES 12.31.20

www.intensesecurityindiana.com
317-970-5770

Grandma’s Hot Lettuce
This lettuce delight has been handed 

down through the generations starting 
with Melissa Phillip’s great-great-grand-
mother. 

“When I first received the recipe, it 
was handwritten and had very vague 
and general measurements. How-
ever, my mom always knew the right 
amounts. When she passed away, my 
sister and I experimented with the mea-
surements until we got just the right fla-
vor that we remembered,” said Phillips.  

Grandma’s Hot Lettuce Recipe
Ingredients: 8 strips of bacon, cut up, 
1/2 onion, 3/4 cup sugar, 1/4 cup vin-
egar, 3 eggs, 1/4 can of evaporated milk, 
3/4 head lettuce
Directions:
1. Cook bacon and onion
2. Add sugar and vinegar (do not drain 

off grease)
3. As you wait for mixture to boil, whip 

eggs. Once mixture comes to a boil, 
turn mixture down to a simmer. Add 
eggs, stirring constantly so eggs 
won’t set.

4. Add evaporated milk and cook until 
warm.

5. Pour over lettuce, and mix together.

This throwback photo shows Melissa Phillips growing up when holidays were packed with lots of guests and 
a table of endless food. Pete and Dixie Gearhart pictured with the kids (from left) Timm, Niemah and young 
Melissa. (Photos provided by Melissa Phillips) 

Melissa’s Pizza Loaf
“My mom was quite the cook with a huge heart. We had a dining room table that when 

fully opened would seat 20 people. Every Thanksgiving and Christmas, she’d open that 
table up, and it would be completely full of food, not only for our family but for anyone that 
dropped by. It was amazing,” said Melissa Phillips from Clayton, a member of the Hendricks 
County Extension Homemakers. “We use this recipe a lot on the night before Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, as well as on New Year’s Eve. It’s easy to make and delicious. My family loves 
it as cold leftovers, too.”

Melissa’s Pizza Loaf Recipe
Dough: (Or use 1 loaf frozen bread 
dough, thawed) 11/2 teaspoon ac-
tive dry yeast (half of a yeast pack-
age), 1/2 teaspoon sugar, 3/4 cup 
warm water (110-115 degrees), 1/8 
cup oil, 13/4 -2 cups flour, 1 tea-
spoon salt
Filling: 2 eggs, separated, 1 table-
spoon parmesan cheese, 1 table-
spoon vegetable oil, 1 teaspoon 
parsley, 1 teaspoon dried oregano, 
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder, 1/4 tea-
spoon pepper, 8 ounces sliced pepperoni, 2 
cups shredded mozzarella cheese, 1/4 cups 
green pepper, diced, 1 can (2.25 oz) ripe ol-
ives, drained, 1 can (15 oz) pizza sauce (op-
tional),  Yield 10-12 slices
Directions for dough
1. In a large bowl, dissolve yeast and sugar 

in water; let stand for 5 minutes.
2. Add oil and salt. Stir in flour, a cup at a 

time, to form a soft dough. Knead until 
smooth and elastic, about 2-3 minutes.

3. Place in a bowl coated with nonstick 
cooking spray, turning once to grease 
top.

4. Cover and let rise in a warm place until 
doubled, about 45 minutes.

Directions to assemble pizza loaf

1. On a greased baking sheet, roll out 
dough into a 15x10-inch rectangle. 

2. In a bowl, combine the egg yolks, parme-
san cheese, oil, parsley, oregano, garlic 
powder and pepper. Brush over the 
dough.

3. Sprinkle with pepperoni, mozzarella 
cheese, peppers and olives.

4. Roll up, jelly-roll style, starting with a 
long side; pinch seam to seal and tuck 
ends under.

5. Place seam side down, brush with egg 
whites. Do not let rise.

6. Bake at 350 for 35-40 minutes or until 
golden brown.

7. Warm the pizza sauce; serve with sliced 
loaf.
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Alice Harvey’s Black Raspberry Pie Alice Harvey’s Black Raspberry Pie Recipe

Pastry for 9-inch two-crust pie *** (best if home-
made)
Pie filling: 1 cup sugar, 1/3 cup flour, 2 tablespoons 
butter, in slices, 4 1/2- 5 cups fresh or frozen raspber-
ries, 
Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Prepare pastry. Stir to-
gether flour and sugar. Toss lightly with the berries. 
Dot with butter.
Pastry for 9-inch pie crust: 2 cups flour, 1 teaspoon 
salt, 2/3 cup, plus 2 tablespoons shortening, 4 to 5 
tablespoons cold water
Directions for crust:
1. Measure flour and salt into a mixing bowl. 
2. With a pastry blender or two knives, thoroughly 

cut the shortening into the flour. 
3. Sprinkle in the water one tablespoon at a time, 

tossing with a fork after each addition. 
4. Mix lightly until all flour is moistened. Add 1-2 

teaspoons of water if needed.
5. Gather dough with hands and press into a ball. 

Divide dough in half and roll out on a floured sur-
face, working from the center out. Do your best to 
get a circular crust.

Directions for pie filling:
1. Pour into the pastry-lined pie pan. 
2. Cover with the top crust that has slits in it.
3. Seal and crimp the edges together.
4. Cover edges with 2 to 3-inch wide strips of folded 

aluminum foil to prevent excessive browning.
5. Put pie into the oven and immediately turn oven 

temperature to 400 degrees.
6. Bake for 45 minutes or until lightly browned, leav-

ing the foil on the whole time.

The late Bud and Alice Harvey from Danville enjoyed a lifetime of fresh fruit pies made by Alice. Her recipes have 
been passed along to her family and church community and continue to be loved. (Photo provided by the Harvey 
family)

Growing up on a small farm 
in southern Indiana, Alice Har-
vey would pick berries in be-
tween the chores she shared 
with her 15 siblings. When 
she moved to Danville in 1938 
and started her own family, 
she started baking fresh fruit 
pies regularly. Her daugh-
ters recall seeing their mom 
head out to raspberry patches 
with sorghum buckets tied to 
her waist to maximize “take-
home” picks. She loved to 
make pies. 

“We had apple trees in our 
yard, and she would pick ber-
ries,” said Jean Curtis, one of 
seven Harvey children who 
described her mom as “a won-
derful mother” and baker. Al-
ice Harvey passed away at age 
90 in 2010, but her signature 
pie recipes live on through 
her family and church com-
munity. They are part of the 
annual parish fundraiser at 
Mary Queen of Peace Catho-
lic Church in Danville. The 
church even named the pie 
contest in Alice’s honor. 
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1019 East Main Street 
Plainfield IN 46168
Phone 317.837.1755
Mon-Tue-Thu: 11am - 8pm

Fri: 11am - 6pm
Sat: 11am - 5pm

See uS for your  
holiday gift wiSh liSt!

Buy a guitar & get a free leSSon! Itsallaboutthyme.com

It’s All About Thyme
Catering Weddings & Special Events

701 West Main Street, Danville
(317) 513-2297  •  (317) 745-6801

jan@itsallaboutthyme.com

Wendy’s Gluten-Free Snickerdoodles

Wendy Gaylen 
and her son 
Spencer, 12, 
and daughter 
Isabelle, 9, 
enjoy some 
family time 
in the kitchen 
mixing up 
their delicious 
snickerdoodles. 
(Photos 
provided by 
Wendy Gaylen)

Trina’s Pumpkin Bread

(Can be made gluten, egg 
and dairy-free depending upon 
allergy needs.)

The Galyen family has to ad-
just some of their holiday reci-
pes due to dietary restrictions, 
but that doesn’t mean they’re 
missing out on flavor. 

“One of our favorites is 
gluten-free snickerdoodles due 
to celiac disease in our family,” 
said Wendy Gaylen. “I have ce-
liac disease, while both of our 
children have really extreme 
gluten intolerances. Our family 
also has other food allergies in-
cluding dairy and egg, so these 
cookies make a great dessert 
that we can take and share at 
family gatherings while ensur-
ing that our family has a safe 
sweet treat.

Wendy’s Gluten-Free  
Snickerdoodles Recipe
Ingredients: 1 cup unsalted 
butter (plant butter alterna-
tive if dairy free), 11/2 cups 
sugar, 2 large eggs (or 2 
chia eggs if egg free), 2 3/4 
gluten-free 1-to-1 baking 
flour, 2 teaspoon cream of 
tartar, 1 teaspoon bak-
ing soda, 1/4 teaspoon 
salt, 3 tablespoon sugar, 
3 teaspoon cinnamon for 
rolling
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 

degrees and line baking sheets with 
parchment.

2. Beat butter and sugar together until 
light and fluffy. Beat in the eggs one at 
a time.

3. In a separate bowl, whisk together the 
gluten free 1-to-1 flour, cream of tar-
tar, baking soda, and salt. Add this to 
the butter mixture and beat until just 

combined. Refrigerate dough for 10 
minutes.

4. Stir together 3 tablespoons of sugar and 
3 teaspoons of cinnamon. Roll dough 
into small balls, roll through the cinna-
mon and sugar mixture, and place on 
cookie sheets. 

5. Bake for 11 - 13 minutes.

Trina’s Pumpkin Bread Recipe 
Ingredients: 3.5 cups all-purpose 
flour, 2 cups white sugar, 1 cup 
brown sugar, 2 teaspoons baking 
soda, 1 tablespoon cinnamon, 1 
teaspoon nutmeg
Directions:
1. Mix the above dry ingredi-

ents in a large bowl, then 
make a well and add:

2. 2 cups pure pumpkin
3. 2/3 cup water
4. 1 cup vegetable oil
5. 2 teaspoons vanilla
6. Mix all together and place in two or 

three greased and floured loaf pans. 
Bake at 350 for approximately 1 hour.

During the holiday season, Tri-
na Stull loves to make her grand-
mother’s pumpkin bread recipe 
for her three children. Growing 
up it was her favorite, and she’s 
passing on the tasty tradition. 

“She (grandmother) joked that 
she would make me a pump-
kin bread wedding cake for my 
wedding someday. She has since 
passed, but her recipe lives on.”

Trina sometimes adds a streu-
sel topping and glaze to punch 
things up. 

The Stull family 
— Craig and 
Trina with their 
three children 
Elizabeth, Owen 
and Garrett 
pictured here 
last Christmas 
—  enjoy baking 
and eating 
together during 
the season. 
(Photos provided 
Trina Stull)
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Join us:
Ellis Park, Danville, IN

November 20th 
thru December 27th 

(Closed Christmas)

Sun-Thurs, 6pm - 9pm 
Fri-Sat, 6pm - 10pm

www.DanvilleChamber.org

VALUE DAYS 
Monday-Thursday 

$5 PER CAR 
(No Coupon Needed)

WEEKEND ADMISSION 
Friday, Saturday, Sunddayay  

$10 PER CAR
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By Peg McRoy Glover

Libby Whipple describes her award-winning linen can-
vas painting, “The Headquarters Barber Shop,” as a big 
slice of Americana. The piece that fea-
tures a snapshot of the Plainfield busi-
ness is a winner in this year’s Indiana 
Heritage Art Exhibition in Nashville, Ind. 

“I started going to the barber shop 
45 years ago when I was in the eighth 
grade. It was there that I could find out 
the latest news in Plainfield and Hen-
dricks County,” said Whipple. “It dawned 
on me a couple of years ago that I need-
ed to paint the shop. I get my hair cut in the back room 
and can see the barber chairs. The scene I painted is a part 
of me.”

Growing up on a dairy farm just outside of Plainfield 
and in spite of her love of drawing, becoming an artist 
was not her career path. Her father, Justice Richard M. Gi-
van, sat on the Indiana Supreme Court during her forma-
tive years. 

“My dad was really good at drawing. I grew up think-
ing that art was something people did as a hobby, not a 
career,” said Whipple. “I was expected to pursue a ‘serious’ 

career, so I went to law school. I was the fifth generation 
attorney in my family.”

She graduated from the Indiana University School of 
Law and worked at the attorney general’s office as an as-
sistant attorney general. Then she met and married oph-
thalmologist Dr. Dan Whipple. They had four kids in five 
years, and she decided to become a stay-at-home mom. 
But her love for art remained.

As a Christmas present one year, Dan, with the help and 
approval of her parents, turned her childhood bedroom 
into an art studio for her. 

“Dan told me that every Sunday he wanted me to go 
to the studio and paint and he would watch the kids,” 
Whipple said. “That was a huge gift. I would paint after 
church, sometimes well into the evening. It also gave me 
real, quality time with my parents.”

Painting with watercolors was her first medium until the 
early 1990s when she discovered a love for painting with 
oils, which are more forgiving than watercolors. 

“You need to be more precise with watercolors because 
the pigments are permanent,” said Whipple. “You might 
be able to paint gouache (an opaque paint) over a mis-
take, but it is not ideal, and many watercolor purists frown 

upon it. Oil you can scrape off, paint over, and keep cor-
recting things until it is right.”

Her husband displays many of his wife’s and daughter 
Katie’s finest works in his Avon ophthalmologist office. 
Libby’s oil paintings, especially the ones of people she has 
known, are particularly beautiful. 

Katie began displaying a strong gift for drawing by the 
time she was 5 years old. Throughout the years, the mother 
and daughter pair have attended many art workshops to-
gether. Katie Whipple graduated from the Grand Central 
Atelier, an intense four-year art academy in Queens, N.Y., 
and now serves on its board of directors. 

“I am glad that as a parent I can be a link between what 
I thought was expected as a serious career path through 
a traditional college and other artistic options,” said Whip-
ple. “I am not just at peace with it. I am a proponent. 

“I look at my mother who was an incredible homemak-
er, myself becoming an attorney and then an artist, and 
my daughter who graduated from an exclusive art school,” 
she said. “We have experienced this evolution of under-
standing of what is a legitimate career path and what is 
success.”

Libby Whipple’s award-winning art: ‘The scene I painted is a part of me’

Whipple

Libby Whipple painted this portrayal of the front room of the Headquarters Barber Shop in Plainfield with barbers Rufus M. Edwards Jr. (left), Hudson Nichols and Ron Harvey. (Photo provided by Whipple)
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ICONICbriefs
Olanike Olaniyi receives scholarship to study 

library and information science
Avon resident Olanike Olaniyi 

received an Indiana Library 
Federation Esther Schlundt 
Memorial Scholarship for 2020. 
The Esther Schlundt Memorial 
Scholarship Fund provides schol-
arships for applicants entering 
or currently enrolled in an ALA-
accredited graduate degree pro-
gram in library and information. 

Olanike is a diversity fellow with 

Indianapolis Public Library. She 
has a bachelor’s degree in library, 
archival and information studies 
and master’s degree in informa-
tion science from the University 
of Ibadan, Nigeria. 

Olanike is currently working to-
ward a master’s degree in Library 
and Information Science (MLIS) at 
IUPUI. (Photo provided by the Indi-

ana Library Federation)

Brownsburg Parks seeks volunteers  
for first Weed Wrangle

Brownsburg Parks is partnering with 
Southern Indiana Cooperative Invasive 
Management and Hendricks County Inva-
sive Management Cooperative for its first 
Weed Wrangle to remove invasive plants 
at 12:30-4:30 p.m. Dec. 5 at Williams Park, 
940 S. Locust St. 

Michael Homoya, a retired botanist and 
plant ecologist for the Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Division of  

Nature Preserves, will offer a short speech 
before the event on the importance of re-
moving invasive plant species. 

Volunteers must be comfortable us-
ing power tools and chemicals such as 
herbicides. Volunteers ages 13-17 must 
be accompanied by an adult. Bring work 
gloves. Brownsburg Parks will provide 
other safety gear. To volunteer, go to 
brownsburgparks.com/volunteer.

Haven Homes received $10 million loan for 
Plainfield affordable housing development

Haven Homes received a $10 million 
loan to build a 52-unit affordable and 
supportive housing apartment commu-
nity in Plainfield. The lender is Carmel-
based mortgage banking company Mer-
chants Capital.

Haven Homes will provide affordable 
rentals to any families looking for that 
need.

Survivors of domestic violence will re-
ceive vouchers for 25% of the affordable 
apartment units through a partnership 

with Sheltering Wings, a nonprofit that 
provides emergency housing for survi-
vors escaping abuse, and borrower Real 
America Companies. 

All residents will have access to sup-
port services in the community resource 
center and clubhouse, with mental health 
services provided by Cummins Behavioral 
Health Systems and domestic abuse sup-
port provided by Sheltering Wings. 

Construction broke ground July 17 and 
should be complete in fall 2021.

Olaniyi

Mental Health/Wellness Coalition sets 2021 
meeting dates

The Hendricks County Mental Health/
Wellness Coalition, part of the Hendricks 
County Health Partnership, established 
its 2021 meeting dates. The group is set 

to meet 8-9 a.m. via Zoom Feb. 9, April 20, 
June 8, Aug. 10 and Nov. 9 

Visit hendrickshealthpartnership.org/
mental-health--wellness-coalition.html.

TsT Construction LLC
Tip of the Month
By Tom S. Truesdale

TsT Construction LLC
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
Brownsburg, IN   •   tom@tst-construction.com

tst-construction.com

Bath Renovations 
PART 2

Last month I described a wide range of ideas 
regarding renovations and updates to the 
Bathroom and how investment in these 
projects will pay back immediately with the 
value and resale appeal of your home.

This month I would like to discuss some of 
the planning strategies and logistics involved 
with completing Bathroom update and 
renovation projects.

Below I have listed some details that if 
addressed prior to start of construction will 
help your project be a success.

Planning/Design
•  Invest time and thought into both layout 

and scope development prior to beginning 
your project.

•  Think about layout refinements, accessibility 
and carefully review the overall scope of the 
project, look at options that will add long-
term value to your home.

•  In many cases piping updates are 
necessary depending on the age of the 
home. Consider this during the scope 
development phase and if needed include 
this update in your project.

•  Consult with an experienced Planning 
and Construction Professional to provide 
guidance and advise.

Think about logistics  
and interruption
•  The Bathroom is obviously one of the most 

used rooms in the home, even a small 
update or renovation will cause interruption 
that needs to be understood prior to the 
start of the project. Even the simplest 
renovation usually takes a minimum of 5 to 
7 days to complete.

•  If your home has multiple Bathrooms, 
make plans to use others rooms during  
the renovation.

Define and detail your budget hand 
in hand with scope development.
•  Consult with an experienced Planning 

and Construction Professional to provide 
guidance and advise.

•  Products and materials can greatly impact 
cost, once your scope/budget is developed 
cost savings can be explored simply by 
choosing alternate products and materials.

SAMPLES, SAMPLES, 
SAMPLES
There is a very wide variety of products, 
materials colors and levels of quality to 
review before purchase of materials.

For example:

• Type of vanity tops

• Lighting fixtures

• Sinks/Tubs/Shower units

- custom or factory

• Flooring products

• Plumbing fixtures

• Wall coverings and protection

• Accessibility, location type and function

The Bathroom can potentially be an 
extremely complicated room to renovate, a 
good deal of thought and planning needs 
to take place before beginning your project, 
hopefully the points I have provided give 
you a good foundation of where to start. 
Of course never hesitate to contact TsT 
Construction to provide development 
and delivery services for your Bathroom 
Renovation project.
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Visit our web site at Bassettservices.com
to see what over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!

BEST REBATES OF THE YEAR
We can exchange your current model with a new American 

Standard Heating & Air Conditioning High Efficiency 
system. Now is the best time to exchange your out-of-date 
model for a new, super high efficiency system, and do it all 

with 36 months* financing. 

ACT NOW BEFORE THESE REBATES 
AND INCENTIVES EXPIRE!

NOW FEATURING FALL PROMOTION
Utility Rebates up to ………..$1,000

Energy Savings up to  …….$900
10 Year Parts Warranty value up to**…..$799 

 Total Savings & Discounts up to ………..$2,699 
See details below. Offer expires December 17, 2020.  

Not valid on prior installations. Restrictions apply. *with approved credit 
**On qualified systems.

WHAT NEXT?
Give Joy a call at 317-839-5877 and she will schedule an appointment at 
your convenience to give you exact figures on how much you can save. 
Many of our customers have thanked us for taking the time to review 

their utility savings options and they have turned their savings into more 
exciting purchases like vacations, computers, even shopping sprees...

THE BEST NEWS YET!
Your savings may pay for your new system. Our new American Standard 
High Efficiency systems are guaranteed to put the “green” back in your 
pocket with their super high efficiency energy savings functionality... 

and we’ll guarantee that in writing! And if you prefer to make monthly 
payments we have low interest rate loans available through our bank.

SAVINGS & DISCOUNTS SAVINGS & DISCOUNTS 
UP TO $2,699UP TO $2,699

SERVICESSERVICES, , incinc

HEATING & COOLING
HEATING & COOLING

HISTORY finds
Melodeon, a pump organ

Hendricks County Historical Museum is now open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays or by ap-
pointment for groups at hendrickscountymuseum.org. Docent/guides will wear masks, and masks 
will be provided for guests.

By Deanna Hindsley  
Hendricks County Museum board member

This melodeon, a centerpiece focus of 
the parlor in the Hendricks County Mu-
seum, was a popular musical instrument 
throughout the early 20th century. It is 
a type of reed organ with foot-operated 
vacuum bellows, differing from the re-
lated harmonium, which uses pressure 
bellows.

In Ireland, the word was found in the 
commonly used phrase “cat melodeon,” 
which meant something awful, perhaps 
meaning if poorly played it sounded like 
a cat in heat.

It was used in many homes for enter-
tainment but sometimes also used in 
small church settings. In a tour of the 
museum, it is often explained that in the 
1800s, not only did people dress in their 
best when entertaining guests, but often 
the lady of the house played the organ, 

sometimes to accompany singing.
They were quite ornate, and the pro-

duction was not only in the musical skill 
but also that of a skilled woodworker. 
Despite its ornate design, it cost less 
than a piano and usually marked a mile-
stone in the life of a family, reflecting the 
use of leisure time for cultural pursuits.

Hendricks County Extension Homemakers  
collect and give cold weather items

Hendricks County Extension Homemak-
ers recently started decorating two Giving 
Trees at the Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds. 

“We will continue reaching out with more 
items as the community and Homemak-
ers keep giving gifts for those in need,” said 
Rosie Lenihan, Hendricks County Extension 
president. “The homemakers will continue 
reaching out to those in need throughout 
the holiday season.”

Gifts include hats, scarves, toiletries, 
gloves, mittens, ear warmers, personal hy-
giene items and masks for men, women, 
children and infants.

Homemakers will collect items through 
December.  

The homemakers give back to the com-
munity through efforts including providing 
books and reading for Head Start, leading 
educational sessions on home and commu-
nity topics, a chorus that performs at county 
events and trips around Indiana when pos-
sible.

To receive winter items, inquire about 
membership or donate, call the extension 
office at (317) 745-9260. Through mid-2021, 
the group is offering free membership to 
new members. 

The Hendricks County Extension Homemakers 
decorated two Giving Trees at the Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds. (Photo provided by the 
Homemakers)
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visit 
action. IndianaEC.org

Your  
involvement
matters
INDIANA’S ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES 
WORK HARD FOR YOU, OUR 
CONSUMER-OWNERS, AND THE 
COMMUNITIES WE SERVE.

Your involvement and participation in your 
local electric cooperative is essential to 
the success and function of providing safe, 
reliable and affordable energy. 

Hendricks County Museum plans second candlelight tour
By Deanna Hindsley

To enjoy the beauty of the Christmas sea-
son, visit the Hendricks County Museum’s 
second Candlelight Tour 5:30-7:30 p.m. Dec. 
12.

For all the events that have been can-
celled due to this year’s COVID-19 pandem-
ic, here is one that you can plan on for your 
family.

If you have never visited your Hendricks 
County Museum before, now is a good time.  

“I was so amazed at this museum,” a re-
cent visitor said. “It held so much history 
and interesting features that I tell everyone 
about it, as they are missing out on a real 
treat.”

Volunteers have spent hours decorating 
the museum that was the former sheriff’s 
home from 1866 to 1974. 

The entryway features a curved stairway, 
where a holly and fruit-filled swag leads 
your eyes upward. The parlor’s forest-like 
Christmas tree is adorned with vintage 

ornaments. Small and tall trees deck the 
fireplace mantle, drawing your eyes to the 
warmth of the room.

You’ll find a tiny tree forest hiding forest 
animals as well as red, white and blue in the 
military room, Santas and snowmen gather 
in the annex, warm kitchens representing 
1890 and 1940 are dressed in peppermint 
and gingerbread. Even the lower-level jail 
sports a Christmas-wreath bedecked door 
where county cellmates stayed in this his-
toric family home.

Tours start at the front door. Docents will 
be stationed throughout, assisting through-
out keeping a safe distance for families.

Masks must be worn and will be provided 
if needed.

Deanna Hindsley sits on the Hendricks County Museum board. 
Hendricks County Museum is located at 170 W. Washington St., 
Danville, one block south of the Courthouse Square. Parking is just 
south of the museum on Broadway Street. There is no admission 
fee, but donations made will be appreciated.  For more information 
visit hendrickscountymuseum.org.

Skyway Towers is requesting comment concerning a 60.7-meter (overall height) monopole type 
telecommunications tower. The tower location is 7092 S CR 725, Plainfield, IN 46168 (near 39 39 25.2N, 
86 23 38.6W, NAD 83). The tower is not lighted. The FCC Form 854 File Number is A1176740. Interested 
persons may review the application by going to www.fcc.gov/asr/applications and entering the Form 854 
File Number. Interested parties may raise environmental concerns about the proposed action by filing a 
Request for Environmental Review (RER) with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The FCC 
strongly encourages interested parties to file RER online; instructions can be found at www.fcc.gov/asr/
environmentalrequest. However, if an online request is not possible, interested parties may mail their request 
to: FCC Requests for Environmental Review, Attn: Ramon Williams, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 
20554. Comments may be sent to David McGlothlin of NewFields, LLC. Written comments can be sent to 
dmcglothlin@newfields.com or 3265 N. Fort Apache Road, Suite 110, Las Vegas, NV 89129. Mr. McGlothlin 
can be reached at 828-450-0055. [Plainfield Rest Area - IN-03072]

Trees decorated 
for the historic 
time period 
stand through 
the Hendricks 
County Museum. 
It will be open 
for a candlelight 
tour Dec. 12. 
(Photo provided 
by the Hendricks 
County Museum)
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ICONography

Staff report

The Hen-
dricks County 
ICON held its 
second craft 
show pre-
sented by 
Hendricks Re-
gional Health 
on Nov. 14 at 
the Hendricks 
County 4-H 
Fairgrounds 
and Confer-
ence Complex 
in Danville.

The show 
featured more 
than 100 craft-
ers from around Central Indiana.

“We were happy to be able to have a 
show,” said Rick Myers, ICON publisher. 
“Vendors were happy, and those who at-
tended, I am sure were simply happy to be 
able to attend an event. Special thanks to 
our partners at the fairgrounds, Hendricks 

Regional Health and to the Hendricks 
County Health Department for guiding us 
to have a safe event.”

Next year’s craft show is tentatively 
scheduled for Nov. 27. For more informa-
tion, contact Lyla Turner at lyla@icontimes.
com.

More than 100 crafters had their work on display at the Hendricks County ICON’s second Craft Show on Nov. 14 at the Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds.  (Photos by Rick Myers)

ICON hosts more than 100 vendors 
at its second craft show

Brownsburg’s 
Nan Bohan 
shops at a 
shirt vendor 
booth at the 
Hendricks 
County ICON 
craft show. 

Maegan 
Morton, a 
consultant 
with Tori Belle 
Cosmetics, 
places 
eyelashes 
on Holly 
Blomberg 
who came 
to the show 
from West 
Lafayette.

With uncertainty about Santa Claus, social distancing was the perfect option to see 
the jolly old elf for Gunner Hensley, 5, Coatesville. 
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Richard Pedigo
Richard Pedigo, 96, passed away Nov. 15, 2020. He 
was born Jan. 20, 1924. Services were held Nov. 
20 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

Mary McKinzie
Mary McKinzie, 86, passed away Nov. 17, 2020. 
Services were held Nov. 21 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

DANVILLE

Richard Pearson
Richard Pearson, 79, passed away Nov. 1, 2020. He 
was born Nov. 1, 1941. Services were held Nov. 6 
at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the American Dia-
betes Association, Indianapolis.

Judy Stoddard
Judy Stoddard, 50, passed away Nov. 1, 2020. She 
was born Dec. 1, 1971. Services will be held at 
a later date. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with the arrangements. 

Shawn Annette Cunningham
Shawn Annette Cunningham, 50, passed away 
Nov. 4, 2020. She was born Feb. 2, 1970. Services 
will be held privately. Baker Funeral Home, Dan-
ville, was entrusted with the arrangements. 

Olive Williams
Olive Williams, 81, passed away Nov. 8, 2020. 
She was born Dec. 8, 1938. Services will be held 
at a later date. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

Ruth Wethington
Ruth Wethington, 81, passed away Nov. 8, 2020. 
She was born Sept. 8, 1939. Services were held 
Nov. 13 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

PLAINFIELD

James E. Sparks Jr.
James E. Sparks Jr., 92, passed away Nov. 1, 2020. 
He was born March 28, 1928. Services will be held 
privately. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with the arrangements. 

Maefair Cooprider
Maefair Cooprider, 99, passed away Nov. 2, 2020. 
She was born Oct. 24, 1921. Services will be held 
privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plain-
field, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Jerry Boles
Jerry Boles, 81, passed away Nov. 2, 2020. He was 
born March 19, 1939. Services will be held pri-
vately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

AVON

Joyce Anne Turpen
Joyce Anne Turpen, 80, passed away Nov. 3, 2020. 
She was born Aug. 5, 1940. Services were held 
Nov. 13 at Plainfield Christian Church. Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted 
with the arrangements. 

Linda Sue Bills
Linda Sue Bills, 72, passed away Nov. 12, 2020. 
Services will be held privately. Matthews Mortu-
ary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with the arrange-
ments.

Mary Alice Schmitt
Mary Alice Schmitt, 94, passed away Nov. 13, 
2020. She was born Feb. 13, 1926. Services were 
held Nov. 18 at St. Susanna Catholic Church, 

Plainfield. Weaver & Ran-
dolph Funeral Home, 

Danville, was entrust-
ed with the arrange-

ments. 

Kenneth A. Dornfeld
Kenneth A. Dornfeld, 84, passed away Nov. 8, 
2020. He was born July 29, 1936. Services will be 
held 11 a.m. Nov. 24 at Conkle Funeral Home, 
Avon.

Anitra Jones
Anitra Jones, 57, passed away Nov. 10, 2020. She 
was born March 27, 1963. Services will be held 
privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plain-
field, was entrusted with the arrangements.

INDIANAPOLIS

Hailey Nicole Donofrio
Hailey Nicole Donofrio, 30, passed away Oct. 30, 
2020. She was born May 1, 1990. Services will be 
held privately. Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, Pitts-
boro, was entrusted with the arrangements.

PITTSBORO

Richard Allen
Richard Allen, 77, passed away Nov. 3, 2020. He 
was born Nov. 28, 1942. Services were held Nov. 
11 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Kathleen Levon
Kathleen Levon, 64, passed away Nov. 9, 2020. 
She was born Feb. 19, 1956. Services were held 
Nov. 14 at St. Henry Catholic Cemetery, St. Henry. 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

Kaitlin Marie Arndt
Kaitlin Marie Arndt, 33, passed away Nov. 7, 2020. 
She was born Oct. 27, 1987. Services will be held 
at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Krystal Paschal
Krystal Pascal passed away Nov. 15, 2020. Services 
were pending at press time. Eric MD Bell Funeral 
Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted with the arrange-
ments.

STILESTILLE

Jo Ann Hacker
Jo Ann Hacker, 83, passed away Nov. 3, 2020. She 
was born Sept. 4, 1937. Services were held Nov. 7 
at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield.

CLAYTON

Jeanine K. Cummings
Jeanine K. Cummings, 63, passed away Nov. 15, 
2020. She was born Aug. 29, 1957. Services will be 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.  

Kathy C. Fickeisen
Kathy C. Fickeisen, 62, passed away Nov. 15, 2020. 
She was born May 17, 1958. Services were held 
Nov. 20 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 

BROWNSBURG

Mary E. Cleary
Mary E. Cleary, 83, passed away Nov. 4, 2020. She 
was born Dec. 21, 1936. Services were held Nov. 
10 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, Brownsburg. 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

Cynthia Newby
Cynthia Newby, 72, passed away Nov. 10, 2020. 
She was born Feb. 26, 1948. Services will be held 
at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Margaret E. Harville
Margaret E. Harville, 77, passed away Nov. 11, 
2020. She was born Feb. 18, 1943. Services will be 
held privately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Phyllis Greeson
Phyllis Greeson, 79, passed away Nov. 16, 2020. 
She was born Aug. 3, 1941. Services will be pri-
vate. A celebration of life with family and friends 
will be held in August 2021. Eric MD Bell Funeral 
Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted with the arrange-

ments.

Hendricks County obituaries are printed free of charge up to 50 words. 
Funeral directors are encouraged  to send obituaries and  photos

 to lyla@icontimes.com.

                 317.843.3800 | THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG
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6 3 7 8
8 5 9 7

4 5 3
9 6 8

5 2
9 5 1

5 3 1
6 7 4 2

7 8 1 6

3 Indy College Mascots
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Will Smith Movies
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 U.S. Neighbors
____________________
____________________

1 Indy R&B Singer
______________________

5 Colt Scores
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Hot __________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

PUZZLES
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

Across
1. Top 10, for one
5. Low-___ diet
9. MCL lure
14. 35-Across sound
15. Jai ___
16. Ranter’s partner
17. Actress Garr or IU 
women’s basketball coach 
Moren
18. Not short
19. His and her
20. 35-Across formations
23. Hereditary stuff
24. Hereditary stuff
25. Epic journey
27. Hoosier National Forest 
tree
28. Provide provisions
32. Facebook button
33. Site of the Colts’ Super 
Bowl XLI win
34. Disconcerted
35. National Natural 
Landmark in Crawford 
County
38. Idolize
40. ICON parting words
41. Bop on the head
42. Persona non grata
44. Spy org.
47. Zoom-in shot

49. ISO 
woodwinds
51. Choose
52. 35-Across 
formation
56. Young 
hog
58. IMA 
mosaic piece
59. Jackson 5 
member
60. Hint of 
color
61. www 
letters
62. 
14-Across...
again?
63. Show 
disdain
64. Some 
Indiana 
House votes
65. Spotted

Down
1. “Hurry up!”
2. Summer 
beverage
3. Got smaller
4. Sheer linen
5. Avon HS math class, for 
short

6. Gobs
7. Hindu royal
8. Hallux, more familiarly
9. Fancy-schmancy

10. Pacers fan’s cheer
11. More than large
12. Car care chain
13. Neatly ordered
21. Have hopes
22. Last name in the freezer 
aisle
26. Balkan natives
29. OPEC member
30. LBJ’s successor
31. Vim go-with
33. Central Elementary 
School report card entries
34. Six feet of water
35. Unvarying voice
36. Japanese sash
37. Spy org.
38. Confronts rudely
39. Indianapolis Zoo animal 
with a blowhole
42. Place
43. Don’t-care attitude
44. Observe
45. Get angry
46. Parts of ASAP
48. C4H8O2, e.g., in a 
Danville HS chemistry class
50. Takes the bait
53. Lo-cal, in ads
54. ___ mater
55. Studio 51 hair supplies
57. Grow old

Answers on  
Page 26

2230 Sta� ord Rd, #101
Plain� eld, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza 
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauli� ower crust!(Crust made o�  site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 11/30/20

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is happening 
rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to have daily 

lunch and dinner specials. � e normal carry-out and delivery options will be 
available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling the store. 

� ank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL  
JOURNALISM
BECOME AN ICONIC INVESTOR  

Rick Myers | Owner & Publisher | 317-451-4088

“Communication is critical to maintaining relationships, including relationships with businesses and 
organizations I support. I am thankful that the Hendricks County ICON is available in our community.  

Hendricks County is a better place when we have high-quality and professional media that can address  
local concerns and celebrate what’s working. I am proud to support our local journalists!”

- Marina Keers, Executive Director, Hendricks County Senior Services 

Because of the slow death of metro daily newspapers, some, including those who purchase advertising, have been 
conditioned to believe that print is dead. That couldn’t be further from the truth (94 percent ICON readership in each of 
38,000-plus Hendricks County households – SMARI, Inc.). The real truth is, community newspapers have become collateral 
damage – branded unfairly – because of the headlines that failing metro daily newspaper have created for themselves.   

In 2008, the Hendricks County ICON was launched with one mission in mind: create a brand of locally owned, free and 
independent journalism that is second to none. We believe in the 12 years since that first monthly issue was mailed, we’ve 
accomplished that and some – but there is more work to do, more Hendricks County stories to tell. 

Our best days are ahead, but we need your help. You are invited to become an ICONic Investor. Your one-time annual $25 
investment will help us continue to provide you all of the wonderful stories and photos that make Hendricks County the 
great place it is to live and work. We are proud of and grateful for being the purveyor of local news and information that, 
in many cases, cannot otherwise be consumed – we are writing, each week, the pages of Hendricks County history. Please 
go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online or send it to 5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123. Thank 
you for your support of Hendricks County journalism!
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EVENTScalendar
All events are subject to change and are con-
tingent on safety mandates from the Hen-
dricks County Health Department.

November
Daily through Dec. 27
Winterland Spectacular Sights & Holiday 
Lights
6-9 p.m. Sundays-Thursdays, $5 per carload; 
6-10 p.m. Fridays-Saturdays, $10 per carload, 
Ellis Park, 600 E. Main St., Danville. Closed 
Christmas Day.

24 Saturday
Fall Nature Scavenger Hunt
10 a.m.-4 p.m., McCloud Nature Center, 8518 
Hughes Road, North Salem. Stop by the 
Nature Center to pick up a scavenger hunt 
checklist, then return it for a small prize. For 
more information, call (765) 676-5437 or 
visit hendrickscountyparks.org.

24 Tuesday
Paw Print Ornament Making
6-8 p.m. 1820 E Main St., Plainfield. uPaint 
Pottery. Bring your pet to have their paw 
prints taken on a clay ornament. Ornaments 
will be ready two weeks later. $12. Reserva-
tions: (317) 406-3072.

26 Thursday
Gobble Gallop 5K
8-10 a.m., 301 Satori Parkway, Avon. The 
Gobble Gallop 5k is Hendricks Regional 
Health YMCA’s largest fundraising event for 
its annual campaign. Virtual races only. Cost: 
$30, plus $3 sign up fee. Group rates avail-
able. Visit runsignup.com/Race/IN/Avon/
GobbleGallop5k.

27 Friday 
Christmas on the Square 
4-6 p.m. Danville Historic Courthouse 
Square, 1 Courthouse Square, Danville. Live 
nativity, Santa will remotely help with the 
tree lighting at 6 p.m. Downtown merchants 
and restaurants will be open. Plans are con-
tingent on what safety mandates by the 
Hendricks County Health Department.

28, Dec. 5 Saturdays
Christmas at the Orchard
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Beasley’s Orchard, 2304 E. 

Main St., Danville. Enjoy kids crafts and holi-
day shopping. For more information, visit 
beasleys-orchard.com/events-festivals.

30
Wine and Wreath
6:30-8:30 p.m., Avon Wedding and Event 
Barn, 7424 E. CR 100 N, Avon. Enjoy a holi-
day girl’s night, crafting wreaths. Tickets are 
$40. For more information, visit avonwed-
dingbarn.com.

December
2 Wednesday-6 Sunday
Book Sale
9 a.m.-9 p.m., Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road, Plain-
field. Regular prices Wednesday-Friday, half 
price Saturday and bag of books for $5 on 
Sunday. Sponsored by the Friends of the Li-
brary. Visit plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info.

4 Friday-31 Thursday
In the Gallery…Ryszard Panuszka
All day, Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library, 1120 Stafford Road, Plainfield. This 
exhibit on display Dec. 4-31 features works 
by Polish artist Ryszard Panuszka in oil, wa-
tercolor and gouache with a nod to nature 
and landscape. For more information, visit 
plainfieldlibrary.libnet.info.

5 Saturday
Gingerbread Christmas
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Plainfield High School, 1 Red 
Pride Drive. Cost: $5. Master artists and 
crafters from many states will showcase a 
variety of creative and original works of art. 
For more information, visit plainfieldtrikap-
pa.wixsite.com/home.

7 Monday
Candy Cane Craft
All day, Plainfield-Guilford Township Pub-
lic Library, 1120 Stafford Road, Plainfield. 
Online children’s program to learn how to 
create beaded candy canes. Visit plainfieldli-
brary.libnet.info.

12 Saturday
Holiday Bazaar
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds Expo Hall. Local crafter and vendor 
booths at this bazaar hosted by the Browns-
burg Lions Club. (317) 406-7012.

FAITHONFOOD

WHERE I DINE

Jordon Saxton, Avon

Where do you like to dine? My 
fiancé and I like to dine at Hirosaki 
Japanese Steakhouse in Avon. 

What do you like there? We both 
like to get the hibachi steak and 
chicken with fried rice and broccoli. 
We like that the food is great every 
time we go there.

What do you like 
about this place? 
We like how they 
cook in front of us. 
We feel safe when 
eating our food. 

Hirosaki Japanese Steakhouse 
9086 E. U.S. 36,Avon

by Faith Toole

AN OPTION

Hoosier Roots 
26 E. Main St., Pittsboro

Our holiday gatherings will not be 
normal. Since we’ve all been cooking 
most of our meals, this year we’re 
making new memories and treating 
our household with a catered dinner 
from Hoosier Roots and supporting 
local restaurants at the same time. 
Everything was delicious without all 
the cooking.

Owner Greg Stellar and his staff 
will prepare fried chicken with bacon 
peppercorn gravy, country-style green 
beans, rosemary mashed potatoes and 

their signature 18-hour slow cooked 
pot roast. After our food coma nap, we’ll 
devour a sugar cream pie, complete 
with house-made filling and crust. 

Follow Hoosier Roots on social 
media for the opening of their 
restaurant and full service bar in 
Pittsboro, plus curbside pickup. 

Very Cheery 
Energy Bomb
Mixer: Abby 

Mash, Avon
Ingredients: 24 

oz. water, 1 scoop 
Herbalife Liftoff 
Pomegranate Berry, 1 
scoop Abundant Life 
Sugar Free Strawberry 
Kiwi Beverage Mix, 1/2 

tsp. NRG Tea (nature raw guarana), 
Direction: Blend and serve. 

Energy Spot  
124 E. Northfield Drive, Brownsburg

BEHIND THE BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. Follow 
on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter  
@FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.
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By Jon McDugle

It came out of no-
where: “Thanks dad, for the candy.” 

I thought our son Chad had fallen asleep 
in his carseat. It was late. We were driving 
home after a day full of activity. The candy 
was but a footnote to all 
that had happened that 
day. But it mattered to 
him. So, he shared a sim-
ple, “Thank you.” 

What effect do you 
suppose that had on me? 
If he had asked me to fill the trunk with 
Skittles, I’m pretty sure I would have given 
it a shot. That moment of pure, unscripted 
gratitude impacted me deeply. 

It reminds me of the day Jesus healed 
some men who were suffering from a skin 
disease. A disease so serious it forced them 
into a lifetime of quarantine from family and 
friends. 

Can you imagine their relief to hear the 
health officials declare them clean and 
cleared to return to society? I’m sure they 
left a cloud of dust as they accelerated 
down the road, into a new life. 

But something happened that moved the 

Showing gratitude with a simple  
“thank you” powerfully impacts others

DEVOTIONAL

SACRED SPACE

Jon McDugle is the lead pastor at West 
Bridge Church in Danville. Contact him 
at jon@westbridgedanville.com or 
visit westbridgedanville.com for more 
information. 

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with  

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2020 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.

heart of God. One man stopped, came back 
to Jesus, fell at his feet and offered a simple, 
“Thank you.” 

Moments like these remind us of the 
power of a simple, “Thank you.” It makes me 
want to be the one who went back to say 
thanks. Remember every breath is a gift of 

grace, and each new day 
of life, a universe filled 
with blessings too nu-
merous to calculate. 

Yes, life is hard, and 
it’s been especially hard 
navigating life with CO-

VID-19 in the mix. But our blessings still far 
outweigh our difficulties. 

So, this Thanksgiving may we take time 
to pause to say, “Thank you,” to the one who 
has given us so much. 

Happy Thanksgiving to you and your fam-
ily!

405 West Main Street • Plainfield
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Friday - Saturday
7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

DINING ROOM 
NOW OPEN  

Curbside Carryout 
still available.

BestBest
TenderloinTenderloin
in town!in town!

oasisdiner.com

That moment of pure, unscripted 
gratitude impacted me deeply.
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Zoom, zoom, zoom: Healthy 
choices for meals and church 

service blunders on video calls

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

EDITORIAL

Home is where 
the heart is

As with everything in 2020, the holi-
days will likely not resemble years past, 
but it doesn’t mean they can’t be special.

Our superior mental capacities per-
form this amazing ability to envision or 
dream about an alternate reality. Stay 
with me. Unlike any other animal, we 
can imagine what a Thanksgiving is like 
with family and friends without actually 
having to be in the same location. 

Many of us will depend on our memo-
ries of childhood holidays. Some will 
revel in stories. Many will find comfort in 
the familiar football games. 

The old saw, “home is where the heart 
is,” obviously describes the importance 
of these memories and the yearning for 
the love we experience at a safe place 
called home. But the definition of home 
can vary greatly. For many it’s the imme-
diate family, and some branch of the ex-
tended family. For others it can be with 
longtime friends. Still for some it could 
be the beginning of a new tradition.

Of course this year is different with 
COVID-19 and all. Most of us will not 
be gathering for the revered meal. But 
stop and think that we have had families 
sacrificing these gatherings for years. 
Deployed military personnel or emer-
gency responders have always sacrificed 
Thanksgiving and Christmas to take care 
of the necessities of life. This year, legions 
of medical and health care workers will 
miss Thanksgiving because of the grow-
ing numbers of COVID-19 cases.

We all could benefit from a break 
from 2020 to spend time with those 
who love us. Yet many will be working. 

Family has many definitions but the 
common denominator is love. This year, 
we have to make loving sacrifices so 
that we can celebrate 2021. 

This year’s holidays won’t look the 
same. Many of us are going to choose 
to stay home or celebrate with our own 
pods who have been riding out the pan-
demic storm with us. 

Take time to set up a video chat to see 
everyone at the same time and connect.

Internet usage is likely to increase sig-
nificantly on Nov. 26. Likely it will only 
be surpassed by the traffic on Dec. 25.

Be patient and enjoy the holiday gift 
guide while you are celebrating no mat-
ter how you connect with your family.

From us to you, Happy Thanksgiving!

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

An anonymous person left business 
cards on police vehicles in Plainfield 

that read “Dear officer: #WeNeedYou.” 

Consider applying for town boards 
and commissions in Hendricks Coun-

ty. For Avon positions, visit avongov.org by 
Dec. 31. Brownsburg positions must be 
applied for by 4:30 p.m. Dec. 9 at browns-
burg.org. 

The Town of Plainfield held a 
community canned food drive-thru 

Nov. 20-21 to help supply local food 
pantries with canned food items, toiletries 
and cereal.

American Legion Post 145 presented 
the colors and helped the Danville 

Chamber of Commerce celebrate Veterans 
Day.

Washington Township Parks and 
Recreation is offering the chance to 

learn how to curl on the synthetic ice at 
Penguin Park. Visit washingtontwpparks.
org/curling1.html.

At Nov. 18 Brownsburg Park Board 
meeting, staff will submit two poten-

tial names for the Tague Property. Visit 
brownsburgparks.com/tague-property for 
more information and to share input. The 
board will vote on the name Dec. 16. 

By Dick Wolfsie

Every Sunday morning, we Zoom with 
our fellow church members. We begin by 
praying…that the link will work. I don’t 
like Zoom. I always fear I’ll end up in the 
center square, and I’m not as funny as Paul 
Lynde on Hollywood Squares. Or worse, 
I’ll be in a bottom 
square, and I’m not 
as good looking as 
the father on the 
Brady Bunch.

It’s good to see 
everyone, although 
some people just put 
up a photo of them-
selves because they 
are having a bad 
hair year. I have two 
problems: First, I hate 
being on camera. 
That’s exactly what I did for 40 years on 
TV, but I made my photographer pull way 
back once I turned 65. I wanted viewers to 
know they were still watching the news 
and not a rerun of “The Walking Dead.”

When we have wifi issues during Zoom 
services, my face freezes, and people don’t 
know if I’m thinking about the sermon or 
have just fallen asleep. One of the newer 
church members forgot to mute herself 
and said to her husband, “He had a lot 
more personality on TV.”

Not only that, but I slouch, so I look like 
I married a younger woman — and one 
who’s 2 feet taller than I am. And then, all 
you can see is the very top of my head. I 
know this because several people have 
texted my wife and asked her why my 
hairline receded so much during the pan-
demic.

We sometimes use FaceTime. We never 
know whether to choose the vertical or 
horizontal orientation on the phone. Mary 
Ellen and I sat on the couch once and ex-
perimented with different positions. (That 
sounds like a lot more fun than it was.)

Last week, we decided to FaceTime with 
our friends the Goslings at dinnertime 

and enjoy our meals while we chatted. 
The Goslings heated a pizza they bought 
from Trader Joe’s. We picked one up from 
a local pizzeria. I’m not a competitive 
person, but our pizza looked a lot tastier 
than theirs, meaning it was greasier and 
less healthy. Without any warning, Dan 

reached out of frame 
for a garden salad 
they had prepared. 
Mary Ellen immedi-
ately switched off the 
camera.

“What are you do-
ing?” I asked my wife.

“I’m so embar-
rassed. They are hav-
ing vegetables. We 
just have pizza. This is 
not good for my repu-
tation as a health-con-
scious person. They 

have green food,” she said. “All our food is 
red and brown.”

“It’s a pepperoni pizza, Dear. And I’m 
sure the Goslings won’t even notice.”

“Of course they will! See how thin and fit 
they both are? I bet they even have spin-
ach on their pizza. This is so humiliating.”

With that, Mary Ellen ran to the fridge, 
returning to the conversation a few sec-
onds later with a coffee mug filled with a 
healthy side dish.

“I’m sorry,” she said to Dan and Noelle, 
“I forgot the carrot sticks. We eat carrot 
sticks at every meal. Even breakfast. And 
between meals. And that darn pizza place 
forgot to put the broccoli and cauliflower 
on my half of the pizza.”

We had a lovely dinner. The Goslings 
were so much fun to talk to, even though 
they were in a vegetative state.

VIEWS

“As we express our 
gratitude, we must 

never forget that the 
highest appreciation 
is not to utter words, 
but to live by them.” 

— John F. Kennedy

QUOTE

Letters to the editor policy: The ICON will consider verifiable letters of up to 150 
words. Letters must be thoroughly vetted prior to submission. The ICON retains the 
right to reject and return any letter it deems to carry unsubstantiated content. The 
ICON also retains the right to edit letters but not their intent. Send letters to connie@
icontimes.com. Writers must include a hometown and a daytime phone number for 
verification. Guest columns: policy for guest columns is the same as the aforemen-
tioned, but the allowable length is 240 words. Guest columns should address the 
whole of ICON’s readership, not simply special interest groups, and may not in any 
way contain a commercial message. 

When we have wifi issues during 
Zoom services, my face freezes, 

and people don’t know if I’m 
thinking about the sermon or 

have just fallen asleep. One of the 
newer church members forgot 
to mute herself and said to her 
husband, “He had a lot more 

personality on TV.”

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …

In Berkeley, Calif., it’s illegal to whistle for a lost 
canary before 7 a.m.

STRANGE LAW
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By Dr. Omar Batal

According to Health-
line, studies have found that heart attack 
risk spikes around 15% near the Christmas 
and New Year’s holidays. With about 40 
to 50% of adults making at least one New 
Year’s resolution to improve their health, 
here are some tips for a heart-conscious 
holiday season to jumpstart your New Year’s 
resolutions.

Limit alcohol 
To be conscious of 

“holiday heart syn-
drome,” limit your 
alcohol intake to the 
recommended amount. 
The Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) suggests con-
suming up to one drink 
per day for women and 
two drinks per day for 
men. One standard al-
coholic drink contains 
about 14 grams of pure 
alcohol, which is 12 
ounces of regular beer 
or 5 ounces of wine.

Replace white carbs
The American Heart 

Association recommends replacing simple 
carbohydrates like white rice, pasta and 
bread with complex carbohydrates like 
quinoa, brown rice and whole grain bread. 
Complex carbohydrates contain more nutri-
ents and fiber and are digested slower than 
their simple counterpart. 

Add more veggies
The holidays are typically filled with large 

family gatherings and meals. Adding more 
veggies to the dinner table will provide 

healthy options and make it easier to get all 
the necessary nutrients and fiber your body 
needs. Some examples for healthy veg-
gie dishes include cranberry spinach salad, 
roasted brussels sprouts and green bean 
casserole.

Manage stress
Chronic stress may influence behaviors 

and factors that potentially increase your 
risk for heart disease. 
The holidays can be 
stressful, so take the 
time to check-in and 
take a breath before 
getting overwhelmed. 
To decrease stress dur-
ing the holidays, con-
sider adding in time for 
exercise, self-care and 
mindfulness medita-
tion. 

Stay active
During these busy 

times, it is easy to put 
physical activity on 
the back burner. Go on 
walks after dinner with 
friends to catch up and 
allow time for diges-
tion. Wake up a few 
minutes early to stretch 

or go through a simple yoga flow to sneak 
in some active minutes before you start 
your day.

6319 E. US Hwy 36, Suite 211, Avon, IN 46123
www.hendrickscountycf.org | 317.268.6240

On Giving Tuesday, Give Local Hendricks County!

Giving Tuesday is December 1st and 
this year HCCF is focusing on 

Giving Local in Hendricks County!  
 

Visit the HCCF Facebook page to hear from 
nonprofit leaders about the organizations 

that serve our community. 
No matter where you give, 
give local on December 1!

HEALTH

The holidays 
can be stressful, 
so take the time 
to check-in and 

take a breath 
before getting 
overwhelmed.

Dr. Omar Batal is a cardiologist at IU 
Health West Hospital. He specializes in 
heart and vascular care. Reach is office 
at IU Health Physicians Cardiology, 
1115 N. Ronald Reagan Parkway, Avon.

Have a heart-healthy holiday 
season and jumpstart your 

New Year’s health resolutions
NUTRITION

CELEBRATING 60 
YEARS IN BUSINESS!

800.469.7206
somersetcpas.com

A unique approach to every client.

At Somerset, we go beyond the traditional CPA services. We are 
forward-thinking, proactive advisors who know your needs are unique. 
With 60 years of experience in Advisory, Assurance and Tax services, 
we take the time to customize our approach just for you. Contact us 
today to learn more!

Answers to 
HOOSIER 
HODGEPODGE: 
Hot: DOG, POTATO, 
SPOT, TOPIC, TUB, 
ZONE; Scores: 
CONVERSION, 
EXTRA POINT, FIELD 
GOAL, SAFETY, 
TOUCHDOWN; 
Movies: GEMINI 
MAN, HITCH, I AM 
LEGEND, MEN IN BLACK; Mascots: GREYHOUNDS, 
JAGUARS, KNIGHTS; Neighbors: CANADA, MEXICO; 
Singer: BABYFACE

Puzzles answers FROM PAGE 21

2 6 3 5 4 7 9 8 1
8 5 4 1 3 9 7 2 6
7 1 9 6 8 2 4 5 3
1 9 7 2 6 8 5 3 4
6 4 5 3 7 1 2 9 8
3 2 8 9 5 4 6 1 7
5 3 1 4 2 6 8 7 9
9 8 6 7 1 5 3 4 2
4 7 2 8 9 3 1 6 5

L I S T C A R B A R O M A
E C H O A L A I R A V E R
T E R I L O N G T H E I R
S T A L A C T I T E S R N A
G E N E S O D Y S S E Y
O A K P U R V E Y L I K E

M I A M I F A Z E D
M A R E N G O C A V E

A D O R E O B I T S
C O N K P A R I A H N S A
C L O S E U P O B O E S
O P T S T A L A G M I T E S
S H O A T T I L E T I T O
T I N G E H T M L E C H O
S N E E R Y E A S S E E N
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Gifts for gardeners
GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

By John Chapin

As the holidays draw 
near, a perennial dilemma faced by spouses 
and children of avid gardeners is what to 
get them that would be really useful. Often, 
gardeners themselves don’t know what 
to request, especially if they are new and 
inexperienced. 

So, I did a survey of members of a 
Facebook gardening group that I belong 
to and got plenty of great suggestions. 
I’ve compiled the recommendations, 
one possible source for each and a price 
range. (However, all have more than one 
supplier, including hardware and big box 
stores.) Also try using a search engine 
for help comparing tools. These highly 
recommended tools and other useful 
products for gardeners can be reviewed and 
found at gardeningproductsreview.com.

Favorite gardening tool
The overwhelming favorite gardening 

tool is a formidable-looking knife called a 
hori hori. This versatile Japanese soil knife 
can be used for so many gardening tasks 
that owners, myself included, say they use 
more than any other tool. 

1. Hori hori — Cost: $24-$50 at 
trulygarden.com.

Spades
Most households have a generic shovel in 

the garage, but specially designed shovels 
or spades are better suited for gardening 
tasks. 

2. King of Spades — Cost: $80-$130 at 
amleo.com.

3. Sharp Shooter — Cost: $25-$70 at 
ferguson.com.

4. Spear Head Spade Shovel — Cost: 
$30-$50 at spearheadspade.com.

5. Root Slayer Shovel — Cost: $40-$60 at 
mygardenzone.com.

Weeding
Weeding is a necessary gardening task, 

and there are many tools that help make 
this never-ending job easier.

6. Rogue Hoe — Cost: $70-$90 at 
roguehoe.com.

7. Japanese Nejiri gama Weeding Sickle 
— Cost: $8-$25 at terrebonnelimited.
com.

8. Rocker Weeder — Cost: $7-$18 at 
murraysgardens.com.

9. CobraHead hand hoe — Cost: $25-
$40 at cobrahead.com.

10. Hula-hoe aka stirrup hoe — Cost: 
$25-$60 at johnnyseeds.com.

Garden tool staples
Some tried and true garden tools include:
11. Bulb planter — Cost: $8-$16 at 

gardeners.com.
12. Nifty little thumb pruner — Cost: $6-

$10 at PillowPotato.com.
13. Corona Long Straight Snips — Cost: 

$9-$12 at domyown.com.

14. Pole Saw Worx WG309 — Cost: $80 at 
worx.com.

15. Fiskars Ropeless Pruning Stik — Cost: 
$85-$99 at fiskars.com.

16. Compost and mulching fork — Cost: 
$70-$85 at leevalley.com.

Protection 
Protect hands while doing gardening 

chores. Cushion the knees when getting 
down and dirty. 

17. Womanswork gloves — Cost: $25 and 
up at  womanswork.com. 

18. Knee pads — Cost: $15-$50 at alimed.
com.

Organization
Finally, to keep tools handy while in the 

garden, this tool organizer fits around a 
standard 5-gallon bucket, keeping them in 
easy reach. 

19. Dickies 35-pocket Tool Organizer — 
Cost: $32 at newegg.com.

Happy gardening and happy holidays! 
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE! ORDER TODAY FOR 
CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires 12/15/2020

HOTCAKES 

EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 12/15/2020

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 

 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!
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• Crushed Concrete Available
•  Large Roll-Off Containers Available
• Landclearing
• Scrap Metal Recycling
•  Secure Documentation Destruction

FallFall
CleanupCleanup

CALL A RAY’S WASTE REMOVAL EXPERT TO LEARN MORE

WWW.RAYSTRASH.COM

317-539-2024




