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Danville’s Tri Kappa Fair on the Square is a go
Danville’s Fair on the Square is 

planned for the weekend of Sept. 12 
in the Downtown Historic Square. 
The event plans were recently ap-
proved by the Hendricks County 
Health Department. “It would have 
been a lot easier to just not do it, but 
I thought it was worth the work to 
do for our community so they have 
something to do for fall before it gets 
cold and we have to stay in,” said 
event chair Kris Dodson. 

Fair on the Square raises around 
$5,000 for Tri Kappa scholarships that 
go to Danville High School seniors. 

Hours: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Sept. 12 and 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 13.

Read more at myhcicon.com/ 
fair-on-square-is-a-go

COMMUNITY

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
ICON is published by Grow 
Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
sponsored by one of our valued 

advertisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers working 
in tandem with Grow Local Media, LLC 
sales representatives. Sponsored content 
may not reflect the views of The Hendricks 
County ICON publisher, editorial staff or 
graphic design team. The Hendricks County 
ICON is devoted to clearly differentiating 
between sponsored content and editorial 
content. Potential advertisers interested in 
sponsored content should call (317) 451-
4088 or email lyla@icontimes.com.
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Hendricks County ICON 
reaches a vast segment 
of our community. 
For information about 
reaching  our readers, 
call Rick Myers at (317) 
451-4088 or email him  
at rick@icontimes.com.
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Plainfield Kiwanis to host inaugural  
Ride 4 Kids fundraiser

Plainfield Chamber 
of Commerce mem-
ber Scott Stein 
came up with a 
new way for the 
local Kiwanis 
club to raise funds 
and give back in 
2020.

“I ride a Harley, and I 
do a lot of rides through-
out the year already to 
support different agen-
cies and organizations,” 
he said. “I thought it would 
be nice if we could do a ride for kids in Hen-
dricks County and raise money that way.”

The Plainfield Kiwanis Club 
is holding a Ride 4 Kids from 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sept. 12 at the 
Avon American Legion. Partic-

ipants don’t have to ride 
motorcycles.

Find the Plain-
field Kiwanis Ride 
4 Kids at kiwan-
isride4kids.com 
and on the club’s 

Facebook page.
Read more at 

myhcicon.com/plainfield-
kiwanis-to-host-inaugural-

ride-4-kids-fundraiser

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

Susan Skelton from Avon finished the Danville Fair on the 
Square Half Marathon in 2019. The races and festival will be 
Sept. 12 in Danville. (ICON file photo)
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Avon Town Council approves 
sidewalk refurbishment, extends 
COVID-19 emergency ordinance

WHAT HAPPENED: The council voted to award Precision Concrete Cutting the 
contract to fix problems with sidewalks in the Pines West and Stonemill subdivisions. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a contract with Williams Creek 
Management to perform monitoring and maintenance on the Lingerman Drain Trail. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council extended the COVID-19 public health emergency 
ordinance through Nov. 1.

WHAT IT MEANS: Precision Concrete Cutting will fix sidewalk trip hazards in the two 
subdivisions and ensure that the sidewalks are ADA compliant. The cost is not to exceed 
$35,000. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The Indiana Department of Natural Resources requires the town to 
perform maintenance on the trail and monitor it for three years. The trail is 12 years old 
and needs some refurbishing. Williams Creek will plant trees, spread mulch, post signs and 
install a wildlife repellent tab. They will monitor vegetation and report corrective measures 
that need to be addressed. The three-year contract is for $21,730. The first year will cost 
$10,730 and is budgeted in the 2020 Food and Beverage Tax Fund.  

WHAT IT MEANS: The ordinance waives certain procedures and formalities, if needed, and 
grants the council president the power to approve claims and make emergency decisions 
in the event the council cannot meet. The current level of COVID-19 in Central Indiana and 
the modification of Gov. Eric Holcomb’s reopening plan were cited as reasons to extend the 
ordinance that was scheduled to expire Sept. 1. 

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Avon Town Council met Aug. 27 at Avon Town Hall. The meeting can be viewed on 
the town’s Facebook page. The council meets on the second and fourth Thursdays each 
month. The next scheduled meeting is 7 p.m. Sept. 10 at town hall, 6570 E. U.S. 36.

COMMUNITY

317-272-7700
oakcreationsofavon

US 36 between Dan Jones & 267
Across from LKQ “Pick Your Part”

Oak Creations

We also 
offer custom 

pieces 
and offer 

alterations!

Dining, Entertainment, Bedroom, Occasional Tables
AMISH FURNITURE

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
Pursuant to Indiana Code 6-1.1-20-5, notice is 
hereby given that the Board of School Trustees 
of the Plainfield Community School Corporation 
has preliminarily determined to issue bonds in a 
principal amount not to exceed $1,000,000 to fund 
the proposed renovation of and improvements 
to school facilities, including equipment, buses, 
vehicles, technology and site improvements.
Dated: September 17, 2020
Jessica Elston
Secretary, Board of School Trustees
Plainfield Community School Corporation 

Hendricks County Parks & Rec seeks public feedback
Residents served by Hendricks County 

Parks & Recreation may have received a 
postcard requesting input as the depart-
ment prepares its comprehensive master 
plan for 2021-25. The postcard contained a 
link to an online survey and a survey code 
that did not work.

“Unfortunately, we’ve had a problem with 
the link, and it doesn’t appear to be prop-
erly taking respondents to the survey site,” 
said Eric Ivie, parks assistant superinten-
dent who is spearheading the creation of 
the new master plan. “We apologize for the 
inconvenience. It’s frustrating to have tested 
the link several times, only to have it fail af-
ter the postcards were sent out.”

Residents can also fill out the survey with-
out having received a postcard.

People cannot get the link to work can 
access the survey at surveymonkey.com/r/
hcparksrec, through the parks department 
website at hendrickscountypark.org or on 

the department’s Facebook page. The sur-
vey takes about 10 minutes to complete.

Hendricks County Parks & Recreation 
is required to submit a comprehensive 
master plan every five years to the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources. Part of 
the plan is obtaining input from the com-
munity served by the department. They are 
required to collect feedback from randomly-
selected residents of Hendricks County.
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5530 E. US Hwy 36
Suite 100

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Buy One Drink get  
a Short Drink  
(of equal or lesser value) 

FREE 
Expires 9/30/20

Presented by 

Kiwanis Club of Avon

Avon
EducationFoundation

REGISTER ONLINE:
avoneducationfoundation.formstack.com/forms/stars_and_pars

OCTOBER 3 
 7p registration and 8p tee off at Prestwick Golf Club

Avon-based Care to Change 
expands to Brownsburg 

By Stephanie Dolan

Care to Change, a professional counsel-
ing center that helps people with life’s chal-
lenges, opened in Avon five years 
ago. On Sept. 8, they started the 
expansion of services and opened 
a second location in Brownsburg 
in the Elevate building at Arbuckle 
Commons.

“Our professionals have special-
ized training and experience to help 
with a variety of issues,” said execu-
tive director April Bordeau. “While 
some think of counseling in terms of mar-
riage, parental or pediatric counseling, we 
also offer financial and health and wellness 
counseling. We have a lot of focus on trau-
ma and recovery as well.”

Bordeau knew before the Avon office 
opened how great the need was.

“Our plan from the beginning was to 
have offices located around the county and 
region,” she said. “About a year ago, we were 
finding that we didn’t have enough rooms 
available to serve all the families in need. We 
operate with the standard that we want to 
provide families with immediate availability, 
so we needed to look for a new location so 

we could expand.”
Then the COVID-19 pandemic hit.
“The need for services was even greater 

than we could have ever imagined,” Bordeau 
said. “We knew as soon as it was 
safe to have another location that 
we needed to open. COVID(-19) 
delayed our opening for about six 
months or so.”

About one-third of clients at 
Care to Change are families focus-
ing on children or teenagers. An-
other third are individual adults, 
with couples making up the rest of 

those who use the services.
“We have adoption care services as well 

as help with grief and loss,” she said. “We 
have a team of about 20 people, so we have 
a wide variety of specialties available.”

Bordeau is thrilled to be able to expand 
their reach into the Hendricks County com-
munity.

“We want to be a resource to people who 
are in need,” she said.

For more information or to schedule an 
appointment, visit caretochange.org or call 
(317) 790-9396.

Bordeau



September 11, 2020
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
5

✔
Water Heater Replacements  
Free Estimates ✔ Toilet & Faucet Repairs

✔
Sump Pump & Battery  
Back-up Systems ✔

Tub & Shower Replacements 
Free Estimates

✔ Drain Cleaning ✔
Hose Spigots Repaired 
or Added

✔
Tankless Water Heaters 
Free Estimates ✔

Electronic Leak Detection - Under 
Slab Leaks

✔
Water Softener Replacements  
Free Estimates ✔ Garbage Disposal Replaced

✔ Gas Line & Gas Repairs ✔ Trenching & Backhoe Services

Schedule Online at www.CartersMyPlumber.com

859-9999859-999931
7

31
7

Kelson Carter

•  New Bradford 
White Water Heater

•  40 or 50 Gallon
•  Standard Tall Gas 

or Electric
• 6 Year Parts & 6 Year Tank Warranty
• Enhanced performance & Intelligent Diagnostics

Water HeaterWater Heater
InstalledInstalled

$$150150

#CO88900054

“Hot Water Today or“Hot Water Today or
ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: No other plumber makes you this bold promise...No other plumber makes you this bold promise...

SAVE

It’s You We Pay!”It’s You We Pay!”™™

*Get a free Estimate on all Water Heater Installations.  Some restrictions apply. Coupon must be 
presented at time of service.  

Prince of Plumbing

* Some restrictions apply - call office for details
Mention this ad and SAVEMention this ad and SAVE

SAVE SAVE $$50 OFF50 OFF
Plumbing ServicesPlumbing Services
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Westside Music Academy 
79 Park Place Boulevard, Avon

Phone: (317) 771-3084 
Email: skirchebauer@westsidemusicindy.com

Website: westsidemusicindy.com
Hours: 1-8 p.m. Monday-Friday

Demand for lessons spurs Avon’s Erica 
Ogden to open Westside Music Academy 

with business partners  Saundra 
Kirchenbauer and Susan Finney

Susan Finney, Saundra Kirchenbauer and Erica Ogden partnered to open Westside Music Academy in Avon. They offer traditional music lessons for 
kids and adults in voice, piano, guitar, percussion, brass and woodwinds. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

By Stephanie Dolan

Music is the universal language, and students as young as 
18 months up through their 60s are filling the air with sounds 
of music at the new Westside Music Academy in Avon to im-
prove their music skills or learn a new instrument. 

After watching what she called a crazy idea come to life, 
in early August Erica Ogden opened up Westside Music 
Academy with business partners and college friends Saun-
dra Kirchenbauer and Susan Finney. Their studio space sits 
off U.S. 36, east of Avon Avenue. 

“We’ve had an amazing start to the school year, way bet-
ter than we could ever imagine,” said Ogden who has been 
teaching piano in Avon since 2013. “We teach everything, 
aside from like rock and roll.”

The three partners, plus other instructors offer lessons in 
guitar, piano, brass, woodwind, percussion and voice. 

“She’s very kind and patient with all the kids and really 
teaches them to do their best and put forth their best effort,” 
said Jen Tuttle whose daughter just graduated but took les-
sons for five years from Ogden, and her son now takes gui-
tar lessons at the new academy. “She’s really encouraging to 
them. It helped my daughter be more sure of herself.”

Teachers use traditional music instruction but also con-
form to their students’ needs. 

“The other thing is that we really have a heart for our 
students,” Ogden said. “We really want them to succeed. We 
would not have made it a career if it wasn’t our world. We 
want to pass that on to our students. In hard times, music 
can be there. It can lift you up. That’s what we want to instill 
in our students.”

Ogden took a risk in the hard times opening the academy 
in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic, but her ideas 
paid off. 

“I was seeing over 50 students each week in my front liv-
ing room. I also had a really long waiting list,” said Ogden. 

Born and raised in Covington, Va., she attended Pensacola 
Christian College, majoring in music with a concentration on 
piano pedagogy. After teaching in Pensacola for a few years, 
she moved with her husband Stephen to Avon after he be-
came the music pastor at Faith Baptist Church, also in 2013.

Through search engine optimization, Stephen Ogden 
helped determine that her idea for a music school would work. 

“Because there aren’t a lot of teachers in the area with an 
online presence, I was easy to find,” she said. “People heard 
I had a waiting list, and that draws people in as well. I don’t 

“We really want them to succeed. We would not have made it a career if it wasn’t  
our world. We want to pass that on to our students. In hard times, music can be there. 

It can lift you up. That’s what we want to instill in our students.” 
— Erica Ogden
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think I’m all that, I just think I’m all that there 
was. There are teachers here, but they’re re-
ally hard to find, and the ones I know have 
tried to lessen their enrollment.”

In October 2019, she contacted and 
pitched her idea to her now-partners, Kirch-
enbauer and Finney who both are fellow 
Pensacola Christian grads who were still 
teaching in Florida. However, they both 
happen to be Indiana natives.

They weren’t in the same circles in col-
lege, but Ogden and Kirchenbauer worked 
together afterward. Kirchenbauer’s band 
background compliments Ogden’s piano 
concentration.

“To my surprise she didn’t shut me down 
immediately,” she said, noting her partners 
were already roommates. “The week before I 
called, they were actually looking at houses 
in Avon, thinking about moving up here. I 
was shocked. 

“Everything has worked out so beauti-
fully,” Ogden said. “We pulled the trigger 
on it. They moved up here, and we started 
getting pre-registrations in January and 
February.”

Then the pandemic hit, but business 
continued with virtual lessons the last two 

ON THE COVER: After an overwhelming number of 
requests for piano lessons at her Avon home, Erica 
Ogden came up with the idea for Westside Music 
Academy. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

Getting to know 
Erica Ogden
Town of residence: Avon
Family: Stephen, husband
Do you have pets? Two grey-
hounds, Journey and Tara. They’re 
ex-racers.
What is your favorite song? “Un-
chained Melody” by the Righteous 
Brothers
What is your favorite TV show? 
The original “Star Trek”
What is your favorite movie? 
“The Man from Snowy River”
What is your favorite book? The 
Bible. I know it’s a little bit cliché, 
but it’s the only one I make time 
for.
Who or what inspires you? I 
would have to say a combination 
of my family and friends. I’m a 
worker, and I like to party. Because 
of both of those, it makes me su-
per outgoing and friendly, and 
I love to work. When I’m around 
people who care about me, I work 
harder because I want to make 
them happy. If you don’t have 
those people in your life, what’s 
the point?

months of the school year and then by stay-
ing in compliance with state mandates and 
taking precautions to make teachers and 
clients feel safe. 

“I retained every student at the end of 
the semester,” Ogden said. “I really expected 
there to be some kind of falling away, but 
it just worked out that everyone kept their 
jobs, and lessons just kept plugging away. 
and my students practiced more because 
they were stuck at home.”

Ogden’s students even participated in a 
virtual recital, and her husband meshed the 
performances into one video. Hopefully the 
next recital can have an in-person audience. 

Now the enrollment has doubled her 
home studio to about 100 students. 

“There is no one more talented, more pa-
tient, more kind and just such a wonderful 
teacher to all of the students that she has, 
no matter their age,” said Amanda Babinec 
whose three daughters have all taken les-
sons with Ogden. “I’m so proud of her for ev-
erything she’s doing. She’s filling a need in 
the town of Avon. I think it’s fantastic.”
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE! ORDER TODAY FOR 
CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires 10/15/2020

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 10/15/2020

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

Proceeds go to benefit Avon and Hendricks County youth.

Tickets are $40 each or 2 for $70

Cartlidge Barn (at the fairgrounds)
1900 E Main St • Danville, Indiana, IN 46122

For more information, contact Kerry Tuttle at 317-691-5564

Enjoy an evening of music, friends, Enjoy an evening of music, friends, hors d’oeuvres, hors d’oeuvres, and wine all for a great cause.and wine all for a great cause.

proudly presentsproudly presents 

September 24, 2020  • 6 to 8 p.m.

The 3rd Annual

Available through any Avon Kiwanian as well as available to order online
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bordeaux-burgundy-and-boones-farm-

at-the-barn-tickets-116613709745

405 West Main Street • Plainfield
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Friday - Saturday
7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

DINING ROOM 
NOW OPEN  

Curbside Carryout 
still available.

BestBest
TenderloinTenderloin
in town!in town!

oasisdiner.com

Plainfield to dedicate new public 
safety monument on 9/11

By Lindsay Doty

Inside the Friendship Gardens Park in 
Plainfield, along White Lick Creek, a new 
public safety monument known as the Cel-
ebration of Service Plaza is complete after 
four years of planning and fundraising.  

The 9,450 square-foot 
monument of red brick 
and limestone features the 
American flag and flags 
for the Plainfield Police 
Department, Plainfield Fire 
Territory and the Hendricks 
County Communications 
Center.

“It is very gratifying to see. A lot of people 
got involved in this in the community, a 
lot of volunteers and donations,” said Dave 
Weaver, a longtime Plainfield resident and 
retired prison educator who spearheaded 
the project.

He calls the plaza a place of reflection. 
He hopes it makes visitors think about the 
people who keep them safe.

“I see our plaza as just an opportunity to 
sit down and reflect on what these people 
do for them on a daily basis and hopefully 

deepen their appreciation for what they do,” 
he said.

In 2016, Weaver pitched the project to the 
Plainfield Town Council, and they loved it. 
Weaver says he came up with the idea after 
seeing repeated national news stories about 
police officers being killed. He wanted to 

see a monument in his 
hometown to honor public 
safety, not just memorial-
ize them.

“It occurred to me one 
day that we tend to honor 
our public safety officials af-
ter they pass. I did not want 

to wait until something happens, I thought 
a monument like this would allow us to 
bring awareness to those men and women 
aside from a tragedy,” said Weaver.

He put together a board of passionate 
community members and raised $112,000 
needed to build the plaza.

Support came from all over the commu-
nity. “It says a lot about the town we live in,” 
Weaver said. 

Read more at myhcicon.com/plainfield-
to-dedicate-new-public-safety-monument-
on-9-11

Celebration of Service 
Plaza Ribbon Cutting

Where: 850 S. Center St., 
Plainfield

When: 8-9 a.m. Sept. 11
Open to the public

The Celebration of Service Plaza to honor 
first responders will be dedicated Sept. 11 
in Plainfield’s Friendship Gardens. (Photo 
credit Town of Plainfield)
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Ann Salerno
Support Services 

Hendricks Regional Health is proud to receive 
an “A” rating from Leapfrog — the gold standard 
for evaluating a hospital’s safety. This distinction 
means you and your family have access to one of 
the safest hospitals in the nation, right here in 
West Central Indiana. 

We are here for you and your family whenever 
you need us. Find care now at ThisIsHendricks.org.

World-Class 
Care in a Safe 
Environment.
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Barn Village
M I D W E S T

CAMBY - MAIN OFFICE
7302 S. KENTUCKY AVENUE 

CAMBY, IN  46113
317-474-2263

MOORESVILLE
1155 S. OLD STATE ROAD 67
MOORESVILLE, IN  46158

317-474-2124

MARTINSVILLE
ACROSS FROM RURAL KING
MARTINSVILLE, IN  46151

317-474-2263

KOKOMO SOUTH
CORNER OF 931 AND 26 

KOKOMO, IN 46902
317-474-2263

Barn Village Midwest, in Camby, Indiana, is the area’s leading 
portable barns specialist serving Marion, Boone, Hamilton, 
Hancock, Howard, Shelby and Johnson counties and 
surrounding areas. We offer barns, cabins, garages, sheds, 
chicken coops, gazebos, play houses and much more. We 
specialize in Mennonite and Amish craftmanship. For more 
information, contact Barn Village Midwest in Camby.

Check out our  
other locations:

VOTED #1 IN INDIANA         Check out barnvillagemidwest.com for our brochure, pricing, and hours!

FREE DELIVERY 
AND SETUP

WITHIN 40 MILES!

Barn Village
M I D W E S T

$75
OFF

OF PORTABLE BARNS

* Offer valid before 10/11/2020. Must pres-
ent coupon at time of purchase. This offer is 
not redeemable for cash or gift cards, nor is 
it valid toward previous purchases. Offer may 
not be combined with any other coupons, dis-
counts, offers, or promotions. No rain checks 
issued. 

PROMO CODE: ICONAP

UP 
TO

At Cumberland Trace, find well-being.
Be engaged in the day. Be a neighbor. Be loved.

www.CumberlandTrace.us

ASSISTED LIVING • REHABILITATION • LONG TERM CARE • MEMORY SUPPORT

ycommunityF I N D  YO U RF I N D  YO U R

Take our free assessment at cardon.us/Icon

When you find it challenging  
to be a part of anything 
other than lonely.

ICONICbrief
Plainfield to host hearing on proposed new 

government and performing arts center

The town of Plainfield will host a 
hearing to discuss the plan commission 
submission on the proposed Plainfield 
Government Center and Performing Arts 
Center. 

The meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 5 
at the Plainfield Fire Territory Headquar-
ters, 591 Moon Road but may be held via 
teleconference pending social distanc-
ing protocols. Hagerman Inc., with sup-
port from GM Development, intends to 
construct a new government center and 

subsequently to construct a new per-
forming arts center. 

The new facility will be located on the 
corner of Center Street and Main Street, 
replacing the current Plainfield Munici-
pal Building. Following the construction 
of the government center, Hagerman 
will demolish the existing town hall and 
then proceed with the performing and 
fine arts center. For more information on 
the project and hearing or to submit a 
comment, visit townofplainfield.com.

This concept design shows what the Plainfield government and performing arts center might look like. 
(Photo provided by the Town of Plainfield)
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

JUST FOR KICKS

Fellowship trained in sports medicine, 
Dr. Emily Cha sees sports medicine and 
general orthopedic patients.
Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400

Notables
Compiled by Mark Ambrogi

Avon QB Henry Hesson completed 
passes for 362 yards and four touchdowns 
in a 39-28 loss to HSE Sept. 4. Remington 
Gall had seven catches, including three TDs. 
Wallace Stovall caught five passes for 102 
yards. Carmelo Mitchell scored two TDs in a 
41-17 rout of Ben Davis Aug. 28.  

Plainfield running back Juan Nieto 
rushed for 153 yards on 25 carries, including 
a 1-yard TD run, in a 41-21 loss to Moores-
ville Sept. 4. Harris Nichols kicked a 50-yard 
field goal to lift the Quakers to a last-second 
37-35 victory over Tri-West Aug. 28. 

Avon freshman Jessica Hegedus placed 
fourth Sept. 4 at the Terre Haute Savings 
Bank State Preview. The Avon boys were 
11th.

Jessica Putee scored two goals, and Amy 
Velazquez had one in Avon’s girls soccer 
team’s 3-0 victory Evansville Mater Dei Sept. 
5. Kendall Ellis got the shutout. Estelle 
Gardner had a goal as the Orioles topped 
Reitz 5-2 that day.  

The Avon boys soccer team won 3-2 at 
Terre Haute North Sept. 5. Rainey Bigger-
staff, Evan Diebold and Anthony Forte 
scored.

The Avon volleyball team had a 3-1 re-
cord in Avon Classic Sept. 5.

Champions for Plainfield in the Franklin 
Central Invite Aug. 29 were Cooper Martin, 
No. 1 singles; Jaxsen Hummel, No. 3 singles 
and Keaton East/Andrew Hummel, No. 1 
doubles.

The Plainfield girls golf team was third in 
the Mid-State Conference tournament Sept. 
5. Eleni Arvanitis shot 80 and earned all-
conference honors. 

Plainfield’s girls soccer team improved to 
7-0 with a 2-0 victory over Lafayette Central 
Catholic Sept. 5. Liza Petersson and Dani-
elle Simmons scored goals.  

Ethan Lewis had three goals in the 
Plainfield boys soccer team’s 4-0 win over 
Mooresville Sept. 3. Austin Mathis scored in 
the 1-0 win over Ben Davis Sept. 5. 

Avon girls soccer player  
Sam Miller also plays on 

school’s football team
By Mike Beas

Goals. Field goals. Lifetime goals.
Sam Miller, a two-year captain for Avon’s girls soccer program 

who kicks for the Orioles football team and maintains a virtually 
unheard of 5.0 grade point average, displays proficiency in all 
three.

The senior has played both sports every year of her high school 
career. Miller is a defender/midfielder who has been a four-year 
varsity performer in soccer; her ascent on the gridiron has been 
more gradual from freshman football to junior varsity to the last 
two seasons on varsity.

After school Miller attends football practice for 45-60 minutes 
to kick before joining her soccer teammates for the start of 
their practice. She doesn’t practice football on the day of soccer 
matches and doesn’t practice soccer on Fridays when the Orioles 
football squad is in action.

On Aug. 28, Miller split the uprights on a point-after attempt 
in a 54-13 defeat of Ben Davis for her first point of the football 
season.

Miller, who is undecided on a college at this point, would 
like to major in biology as the first steps to one day becoming a 
pediatrician. Ranked 13th academically among the 772 students 
in Avon’s senior class, she learned long ago how to mesh 
schoolwork with any extracurricular passions.

High school athletes playing two sports the same season isn’t 
unusual. Miller, however, has been sinking her right foot into 
soccer balls and footballs all the way back to seventh-grade.

“I never tried to talk her out of it,” said 11th-year Avon girls 
soccer coach Eric Nance. “I knew Sam was the kind of kid who 
could handle it, manages her time and always has a smile on her 
face.”

Miller did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: How has playing two sports in the same season benefitted 
you when it comes to your academics?

A: Anytime the teachers give us time to work in class, I try 
to take advantage of it. It’s made me not waste my time on 
anything. A lot of it might be a maturity thing. I don’t think I 
was this disciplined in middle school.

Q: Is it difficult adjusting from kicking a football to kicking a 
soccer ball — and vice versa — because they are shaped so 
differently?

A: (Laughing) On days I go straight from football practice to 
soccer, you can tell. Sometimes, in soccer, my teammates will 
be like, ‘The kick is good’ if it sails over the crossbar. It usually 
takes me 10 or 15 minutes to get used to soccer again.

Q: Why was it important for you to play both soccer and 
football for all four fall seasons and not just one or two?

A: I’ve played soccer my whole life. I love it and have made 
great friends through it. I never really wanted to choose 
between the two sports because I’ve had great teammates, 
great coaches and great experiences in both.

Sam Miller laces up cleats for Avon’s girls soccer and football teams. She’s played 
both sports all four years of high school. (Photo by Eric Pritchett) 
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SYCAMORE
PRINTING

~
Business Solutions

has moved to the Annex on the main 
campus of our parent organization, 

Sycamore Services, Inc. 
934 Sycamore Lane 

Danville, Indiana 46122

• Business Cards 
• Letterhead & Envelopes 
• Business Forms & Invoices 
• Brochures & Invitations
• Newsletters & Booklets 
• Large Format 
• Graphic Design
• Content Writing 
• Mailing Services & MORE!

SAME GREAT SERVICE

WE ’VE MOVED!WE ’VE MOVED!

SycamorePrinting.net 
317-271-7700 / 317-745-5456 

sycamoreprinting@gmail.com 
Hours: M-F, 8:30am - 5pm

ICONICbrief
HRH Foundation recognizes Jeff and Ginger Nelson

The Hendricks Regional Health Founda-
tion presented a gift to Jeff and Ginger 
Nelson on Aug. 31 during its annual golf 
outing at the Country Club of Indianapolis. 

This was in recognition of the Nelsons 
who are long-time friends and partners 
of the foundation.

Nelson Jewelers in Brownsburg was 
founded by Jeff’s parents in 1958, and 
Jeff is the current owner. Over the past 
decade, Jeff has donated generously to 

the Hendricks Regional Health Founda-
tion.  

“Kevin Speer, Hendricks Regional 
Health president and CEO, and the foun-
dation were honored to show their ap-
preciation to Jeff, Ginger and the entire 
team at Nelson Jewelers for supporting 
important programs and services to en-
hance patient care, comfort and safety at 
Hendricks Regional Health,” foundation 
officials said in a prepared statement.

Brownsburg optometrist retires after 38 years
Dr. David Bogan, longtime eye doc-

tor in Brownsburg, will retire in October 
after 38 years. His staff is planning a cel-
ebration of his work.

Send greeting cards with well wishes 
by Sept. 15 to the office at 480 E. North-
field Drive, Suite 600, Brownsburg, IN 
46112 or email boganeyecare@yahoo.
com. 

These messages will be compiled into 
a memory keepsake box for Bogan. 

The office has organized a drive-by 
celebration from 1-1:30 p.m. Sept. 27 at 
Shelter 7 in the lower level of Arbuckle 
Acres Park, 200 N. Green St., Brownsburg. 

Visitors can shout retirement congrat-
ulations to Bogan from their vehicles.
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THE TEAM AND THE DREAM

We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

COMMUNITY

Hendricks County’s Insurance Agency

Our support of community is paramount to who we are.
Thank you for 40 years!

7378 BUSINESS CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 100 • AVON, IN 46123   •   (317) 272-1010   •   FAX (317) 272-8085   •   Email: Ralph@MantoothInsurance.com Ralph Mantooth Wade Mantooth

Plainfield’s Quaker Day is 
happening with changes

Plainfield’s Quaker Day Parade & Craft Festival is planned for Sept. 
19 with precautions in place due to the pandemic. 

During the parade, there will be no candy throwing or passing out 
promotional items with strict enforcement, according to organizers. 

There will be social distancing during the parade with masks re-
quired in the staging area (Quaker Day masks are welcomed). The pa-
rade is planned for 10 a.m. Sept. 19. 

The Plainfield Chamber is looking forward to continuing the long 
tradition of the Quaker Day Parade in a safe and responsible man-
ner, said Brad DuBois, president and CEO of the Plainfield Chamber of 
Commerce. 

“With guidance from local, county and state agencies, we are tak-
ing steps and measures to provide a safe experience for the commu-
nity.” DuBois said, noting there will be some changes that are “unfor-
tunate but necessary to meet those requirements and guidelines.”  

Participants can still enter at plainfield-in.com/quaker-day-parade.
html.

All entries are due Sept. 11.
“We know our close-knit community will understand and appreci-

ate the efforts of our volunteers and participants that have helped 
make the Quaker Day Parade a wonderful event,” he said. “We will 
again be on U.S. 40 on Sept. 19 starting at 10 a.m.”

The craft festival will run from 8 a.m.-4 p.m on the lawn of Plainfield 
Friends Church, 105 S. East St., with food provided by Friends of Fred 
food trucks. The car show has been canceled this year. 

Plainfield’s Quaker Day community event started back in the 1970s. 
The women of Plainfield Friends Church began the tradition as a 
church mouse sale held in the church basement. The event grew into 
a craft event on the church lawn. Food and the parade were added in 

the 1980s. 
Today, the parade is run 

by the Plainfield Cham-
ber of Commerce and has 
become a community 
must-do. 

Roman Numerals

1,0001,000
The number of cloth masks the Town 

of Plainfield will hand out Saturday. 
The mask giveaway will start at 9 a.m. 

Sept. 12  and run until 11 a.m. or until 
they run out. Drive by Talon Stream Park, 
5344 Pike Lane, Plainfield, north of the 
Richard A. Carlucci Recreation & Aquatic 
Center.

The town will also hand out masks at 
the Quaker Day Parade Sept. 19.

Plainfield mechanic talks Indy 
500 victory from pit lane

By Lindsay Doty

Brad Wright calls his 2020 Indy 500 experience “sur-
real.”

The 40-year-old car guy from Plainfield was the lead 
mechanic on the winning IndyCar driven by Japanese 
champion Takuma Sato.

Wright works for Brownsburg-based Rahal Letter-
man Lanigan Racing (owned by 1986 Indy 500 winner 
Bobby Rahal, former Late Show host David Letterman 
and Mi-Jack co-owner Mike Lanigan).  

While it was a second-time 500 victory for the team 
and Sato, it was a first for Wright. One he will never 
forget.

“I still can’t figure out how to put it into words,” 
Wright said.

The 104th edition of the Greatest Spectacle in Rac-
ing was run for the first time in history without fans 
in the stands on the delayed Aug. 23 date, due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Wright described the empty 
grandstands at a race that has been the largest single-
day sporting event in the world, “eerie” but said the 
team was laser-focused on the car and the job.

Most of the day went smoothly for the crew of the 
Honda-powered racer.

“I change the outside front tire,” he said. “We had 
a big impact moment about three-quarters into the 
race. We had a pit lane contact with Alexander Rossi’s 
car and we were nervous. That was a high-stress mo-
ment, and we were running good all day.”

Fortunately, the team didn’t need to make a repair. 
“It’s easy to lose a race in pit lane,” he said.
But they didn’t. The team, the driver, the car: It all 

worked. Sato earned his second Indianapolis 500 
championship, holding off Scott Dixon before the 
crash that ended the excitement of the race, sending it 
into a yellow caution.

While the race didn’t come with a classic finish with 
anticlimactic-end due to the caution, it was a sweet 
victory for the Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing team.

The masked hugs and celebrations were unforget-
table.

“Sato is a first-class human being, I just want to say 
that,” said Wright. “It doesn’t get any better than this.”

Wright got lots of claps from his Hendricks County 
family. He even called his grandmother from pit lane 
to wish her a happy 85th birthday.

“It (the win) has really meant more to my family 
members,” he said. “My dad was really proud.”

Wright grew up around the Speedway before mov-
ing to Plainfield when he was 9. His early IMS memo-
ries as a kid include rounding up aluminum cans 

outside IMS to scrounge up enough cash to buy his 
baseball uniform.

“When I was a kid it never occurred to me I would 
be able to be down working for those guys inside,” he 
said. 

Wright learned to fix cars as a teenager. His dad 
“taught you once” and then he was on his own. Wright 
was hooked. After graduating from Plainfield High 
School, he went to aircraft training school and learned 
to fix planes but he eventually returned to his love for 
cars.

He’s been a mechanic since 2005 and has worked in 
a number of Indy 500 races.

While the 2020 Indy 500 may have been a bust for 
many, for Brad Wright, it was a win.

There wasn’t much time for celebration. The day af-
ter the 500, the team headed back to the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway where 
the car was broken down for a techni-
cal inspection. He said the team then 
reconstructed it for the next race at 
Gateway Motorsports Park. 

Plainfield’s Brad Wright celebrates the win at the 104th Running 
of the Indianapolis 500. Wright worked as the lead mechanic 
on the winning car driven by champion Takuma Sato. (Photos 
provided by Wright)

(Photo provided by the Town of Plainfield)

Hendricks County women gain a national 
audience for cold case podcast

By Lindsay Doty 

Murder. Motive. Missing persons. What 
happened? These are the topics discussed 
and analyzed on Cold Case Chronicles, an 
investigative journalism podcast started by 
a group of friends from Hendricks County. 

The foursome of witty gals led by Amy 
Coursey started the podcast a little over a 
year ago to bring unsolved cases that have 
gone “cold” or exhausted their resources 
back into the light in hopes of generating 
new tips.

“We started the group because we 
were alarmed at the rising amount of over 
250,000 cold cases in the United States,” 
said Amy Coursey, who has a studio in her 
home in Hendricks County where they meet 
to record. “We are daily being contacted by 
law enforcement, FBI agents, families of vic-
tims and people with tips to cases we have 
covered.”

Coursey (who studied profiling and crimi-
nology in graduate school) meets with de-
tectives for research and isn’t afraid to comb 
through gruesome crime scene photos. Her 
team that includes Ali, Alicia, and Dani come 
from a vast array of backgrounds, ranging 
from criminal justice to psychology. They all 
bring something different to the discussion. 

“Ali is into medicine and how things 
would affect the physiology of the body 
both before and after death. Alicia is great 
at distinguishing relationship-oriented 
behaviors and the narrative of the crime. 
Dani also brings together the narrative of 
criminology and behavior to piece together 
a theory,” said Coursey. “It is truly a full-time 
job.”

The podcast covers mostly Indiana cold 
cases but has expanded to other states at 

the request of families seeking justice who 
have reached out to the team. 

In the past year, Cold Case Chronicles 
has also worked with agencies in Arkansas, 
Florida and Pennsylvania to provide new 
information about cases that are at least 25 
years old. 

In Hendricks County, the group recently 
helped with tips in the Molly Dattilo case, a 
missing college student who disappeared 
in 2004 from the Westlake Apartments in 
Indianapolis where she was living. Her body 
has never been found. 

In some cases, the group serves as the 
middleman (or women) for people who may 
have been hesitant to come forward to po-
lice with information in the past. 

Cold Case Chronicles has 150,000 sub-
scribers and is growing.  

“I believe the appeal to cold cases is the 
desire to solve them. People want to be 
part of positive change and feeling like they 
might be able to help in some way makes it 
appealing,” said Coursey.

While their purpose is serious and they 
don’t make light of victims, the women 
bring a friendly gal-pal appeal to the pod-
cast. They laugh and have fun when it’s 
needed, like posing in front of a cardboard 
cutout of a giant Zack Efron when he played 
Ted Bundy. 

“Our podcast certainly isn’t for everyone,” 
Coursey said. “It is definitely rated M for con-
tent and language, so...there’s the warning. 
We don’t hold back.”

The team says tipsters remain confiden-
tial and are free of judgment if they want to 
email, message or send in their information. 
Cold Case Chronicles can be found on social 
media or coldcasechronicles.com.

The Cold Case 
Chronicles 
podcast team 
is shown 
together at 
a live show 
this summer 
at the Vogue. 
(Photo 
provided by 
Amy Coursey)

With precautions in place, the Quaker Day Parade like this previous event will take 
place Sept. 19 in Plainfield. (Photo provided by the Plainfield Chamber of Commerce)



September 11, 2020
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

16



September 2020 | Issue 0181
hcbusinessleader.com

Where Hendricks County Business Comes First

Meet Hendricks 
County’s new 
economic 
leader

PAGE 4Brian Bilger

Magician sees 
livelihood 
disappear
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Daniel Lusk

StateBankofLizton.com

Now is the best time to refinance your mortgage
With historic low interest rates, now is the best time to refinance. By doing so, your monthly payment may be 
significantly lower – which in turn will free up some extra cash.* To learn more, call 765.483.6397 and ask for 
Gretchen, Michelle, or Vicki. They’ll be happy to assist you and even help you through our online application. 

* Loans subject to credit approval.

 ‘A business in our backyard’
Finally, long-time Hendricks County residents and philanthropists, Nick and Kaye York, playing in  
local business space with the recent purchase of York Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Plainfield.

Page 8

Avon to get a new fire 
station near 100 N.  
and 900 E.

PAGE 7
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Humor:  The ickiness of birthdays in an age of social media
By Gus Pearcy

August is my birthday month. To be hon-
est, I never stop celebrating me 24/7/365. I am 
a big believer in the imposter syndrome. This 
month, I’m a psychologist analyzing your fears 
and lack of motivations.

Yet, birthdays in an age of social media are 
strange affairs. It’s not that I don’t appreciate 
the well wishes. I do. I don’t understand why 
we make such a big deal out of something that 
happens beyond our control.

OK, sure, I guess I made it this long, I must 
be doing something right to maintain a beat-
ing heart. But it isn’t that difficult. My heart 
will tell you I don’t help him at all. In fact, he’s 
pretty disgusted at my bacon intake.

Then, these profiles of people I don’t know 
on LinkedIn keep wishing me a happy birth-
day. Sure it’s nice...but slightly creepy. Why 
would you wish me a happy birthday unless 
you were connecting for an ulterior motive?

Let’s be clear: LinkedIn is about networks. 
You know someone who knows someone 
who might need something I have available 
for money. It would be great to know all of 
my connections, but that seems secondary to 
plugging into the matrix of networks.

Wishing someone a happy birthday seems 
harmless. It’s nice, but you didn’t remember 
on your own. A calendar prompt reminded 
you it’s my birthday. LinkedIn even helped you 
write the direct message wishing me a happy 
birthday. 

Trust me, I get the irony of looking a gift 
horse in the mouth. You’re likely yelling at my 
headshot to shut up about birthday wishes. 
You’re right. 

The real irony is how much I depend on the 
digital confetti and balloons. People wishing 
me well for doing nothing but lasting another 
365 days.

One year, I decided I would remove my 
birthday from all online platforms. That year 
only my family remembered it was my birth-
day. OK, only my mom because she had a big 
part that day. I did not like the feeling of be-
ing forgotten, even if intellectually I know it’s 
shallow.

In the end, being recognized, hearing some-
thing nice, even if it isn’t based on your abili-
ties, feels good. I may seem ungrateful, but I 
overthink everything. 

Thank you for all my birthday wishes. And 
happy birthday to you! No, I mean it.

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to 
the Hendricks County Business Leader. He 
may be reached at (317) 403-6485 or  
gus@icontimes.com
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OPINION

Don’t stop communicating
By Susan Rozzi

Last week someone got really mad at me. 
Thankfully, they finally told me why they were 
so mad. I can’t work to fix 
what I don’t know I’m do-
ing. Now the healing can be-
gin. I’m seeing this a lot these 
days. COVID disruptions, 
racial tensions, and so much 
more are pushing people to 
bottle up what they are feel-
ing and resting in their natu-
ral communication style. 

Now more than ever, don’t stop communi-
cating! In addition, learning how you commu-
nicate as well as how others communicate can 
help you go a long way to creating more open 
dialogue. 

Get to know how you take in information.
Some of us are interested in seeing possi-

bilities, meanings and relationships of events 
for the future. We might say, “I have an idea 

to solve world hunger.” While others of us are 
more concerned with observing what is real, 

immediate, and practical. We 
might respond with, “Great. 
But what are we having for 
dinner?” Remember, neither 
style is right or wrong, just 
different.
Get to know how you make 

decisions.
Some of us have a ratio-

nal process of reaching conclusions objec-
tively, logically and analytically. We might say, 
“Based on the information presented, we need 
to go in this direction.” Others of us have a ra-
tional process of weighting values subjectively 
to decide the importance of issues to oneself 
and others. We might say, “I am hearing from 
many sources about this issue, we need to go 
in that direction.” Remember, neither style is 
right or wrong, just different.

Get to know your lifestyle preferences.
Some of us want to plan, organize and con-

trol our environment with clear definitions and 
limits. We might say, “The initial plan has been 
disrupted, we need to make a new plan.” Others 
of us want to understand our experiences and 
adapt to the environment with freedom, spon-
taneity and flexibility. We might say, “Things 
have just changed, let’s fix it.” Remember, nei-
ther style is right or wrong, just different.

As you discover how you communicate, look 
for how others communicate and consider ex-
plaining how you communicate. And, better 
yet, consider adjusting to how they commu-
nicate. Regardless, don’t stop communicating!

Susan Rozzi is the president of Rozzi 
and Associates, a leadership and 
organizational development company 
helping good leaders become 
great. Contact Susan at susan@
rozziandassociates.com.

Here we go 
again...

Gov. Eric Holcomb’s third ex-
tension of the Back On Track 
Stage 4.5 is disheartening. The 
Hendricks County Business 
Leader believes that with the 
proper precautions, the state 
could have transitioned to the 
final stage of reopening, which 
is desperately needed by our 
business community.

It’s not that we don’t have a 
respect for COVID-19. We do. 
We understand that if the dis-
ease spreads rampantly, it could 
be much worse. However, we 
also know our economy con-
tracted too much, the worst 
since the Great Depression. 

Perhaps, Indiana is coming 
back. Holcomb, on the cam-
paign trail, touts the decline in 
unemployment numbers from 
17% during the shut down to 7%, 
and we agree that is important. 

But the long-term effects of 
the shutdown are yet to come.

No doubt, it is much easier to 
make these recommendations 
after the fact. We certainly un-
derstand the unprecedented na-
ture of the situation and lack of 
knowledge with solutions. But 
one thing is abundantly clear: 
The shutdown of the economy 
was too drastic and will be felt 
for many years to come.

The media has already done a 
bang up job detailing the horrors, 
perhaps overstating, COVID-19. 
There will be a certain percent-
age of the population that will 
not re-engage the economy.

What’s worse is the shutdown 
did not work. We are now suf-
fering a significant rise in posi-
tives and still unable to get the 
level of testing and contact trac-
ing to stem the tide of this pub-
lic health emergency.

We ask that you support your 
favorite small business in what-
ever way you feel comfortable. 
Small business owners hang in 
there. We ask the governor to 
reconsider extending Stage 4.5 
past the new deadline of Sept. 
28. It’s not working.

Now more than 
ever, don’t stop 

communicating.



LET US BOOK YOUR 2020 
EVENT OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 

www.4HComplex.org

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds and Conference Complex  
is designed to meet any of your social  
meeting needs:  banquets, meetings,  
seminars or wedding events - we can  

do it all! Our friendly and knowledgable  
staff are ready to make your event  

worry-free and memorable!

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.
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By Jeff Binkley

Whereas virtue signaling has its place in today’s society, it 
should have less standing in C Suites and nowhere on Wall 
Street. 

Before some of you get all huffy and say Binkley’s gone off 
the end of the right winger’s diving board, please note that this 
wasn’t my statement, but my paraphrasing of what Secretary 
of Labor Eugene Scalia wrote in a June 23, 2020 op-ed for The 
Wall Street Journal.  Scalia wrote that pension fund managers 
should focus exclusively on providing benefits to retirees, not 
on supporting environmental, anti-poverty, civil rights, and di-
versity campaigns. 

In other words, if 
you’re a fund manager 
playing politics (or phi-
lanthropist) with the 
pension and retirement 
nest eggs of millions of 
American workers, you 
better knock it off or 
you may find yourself in 
an audit of your invest-
ing practices from The 
Department of Labor.

So what about masks 
and retail sales?  

Much of the data currently remains anecdotal, but there is 
growing evidence that retailers that are forcing their patrons to 
wear masks in their stores are starting to see financial conse-
quence for this constraint.  How much consequence?  That has 
yet to be determined but let me share with you one recent doc-
umented example of the price of past virtue signaling: Target.   

Way back in early 2016, Target, in virtue signaling their pro-
gressive embrace of gender identity issues, imposed a radical 
new bathroom policy on customers. i.e. Use whichever bath-
room you feel like using.  That decision generated a nationwide 
boycott by more than 1.4 million shoppers and resulted in a 
sales decline of 7.2% and an earnings decline close to 10% for 
the 2nd quarter, 2016.  

In 2016 millions of people quit going to Target after their act 
of virtue signaling.  In 2020 a few establishments have fought the 
mighty momentum to require a mask to shop or dine.  They still 
respect their patrons and allow them to make their own decisions 
about their safety and those they come into contact with. 

For the many retailers and restaurants that don’t, what will 
the market impact be for them as many tens of millions reeval-
uate where they will spend their dollars based on mask wearing 
requirements?  The prudent investor will think about this and 
make adjustments to their portfolios accordingly. 

By Lindsay Doty

Setting up his desk and hooking up WiFi, Brian Bilg-
er is getting acclimated to his new office on Danville’s 
Historic Square. Bilger is the new executive 
director of the Hendricks County Econom-
ic Development Partnership (HCEPD),  a 
public-private agency that works to attract 
new jobs and investments to the county. 

He’ll be filling the position that was va-
cated in June by former director Jeff Pipkin 
who took a job with Hoosier Energy in 
Bloomington. 

Bilger comes from Ohio where he’s held 
economic development positions in both 
the Toledo area and Michigan (commuting 
to work). 

“I was ready to take my career to the 
next level,” said Bilger. 

He most recently served as the business develop-
ment manager at the Wayne County Economic De-
velopment Corporate in Michigan. He also worked at 
Detroit Regional Chamber and served as the project 
manager for the Regional Growth Partnership, JobsO-
hio, based in Toledo.

Bilger was also the economic development manager 
of Lucas County, also in Toledo. There, he worked on 
the Cliffs-Natural Resources redevelopment project, 
an iron ore company that invested $700 million-plus to 
build a plant on a vacated site.

He comes to Hendricks County with 18 years of eco-
nomic development experience. 

“The communities are different but economic de-
velopment is pretty much the same state to state,” said 
Bilger. 

“What I love about this area is it’s both rural and has 
major developments,” said Bilger who calls Hendricks 
County a very appealing place.

He was chosen out of a pool of 20 qualified appli-
cants. A 5-member committee narrowed that list to 
three finalists. Final interviews were done by members 
of the executive committee and a representative front 
of the five largest public investors: Hendricks County, 
Plainfield, Brownsburg, Avon, and Danville.

“Brian ended up having the experience and strategic 
thinking that aligned the most with what the board 
was looking for,” said board chair and Hendricks Power 
Cooperative CEO Greg Ternet. He says the process 
included interviews, behavioral assessments, and lots 
of discussions.  

Bilger will lead the existing team that includes 
HCEDP Program Implementation Director Lora Steele 
and Victoria Ross-Frost, business development direc-
tor. This week he’s taking tours to get to know the 

county and its business community. 
“I look forward to becoming a part of the commu-

nity and helping the county promote its 
economic development goals. The biggest 
thing we need to focus on is business re-
tention and I am a true believer in keeping 
what you have in our community,” said 
Bilger.

A new job and a new town aren’t the 
only changes in his life. Bilger says he just 
dropped his only child off at college, help-
ing him move into the dorms at Ohio State 
University.

“It was tough,” said the 47-year old 
hockey dad about the emotional parent 
goodbye. 

With a new chapter ahead, he’ll be focused on get-
ting to know Hendricks County and face the challenges 
ahead in unprecedented times due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

As a good friend and colleague has said ‘you cannot 
fail as an economic developer in Hendricks County’.   
This is true to a degree, but to have the most success 
you have to site the project in a community that is the 
best fit for the project and the community,” explains 
HCEDP board chair Greg Ternet. 

“One of the bigger challenges I see is being able to 
keep harmony with all of the investors in Hendricks 
County; the county, all of the towns, the private inves-
tors and all of the communities that he will serve.  Ev-
eryone has a different level of engagement and differ-
ent needs they need met from HCEDP,” said Ternet.

He says Bilger’s job will be to bring economic de-
velopment to Hendricks County as a whole and work 
to place projects in an area where it will be the most 
successful.  

Brian Bilger graduated from the University of Tole-
do with a bachelor’s degree in business administration. 
He is also a graduate of Heidelberg College, holding

a master’s degree in business administration.

A new address:
The HCEDP team recently moved into a new office 

in Danville’s historic downtown square at the corner of 
West and Main. 

The group relocated from the former HCEDP office 
off US 36 in Avon. 

Program implementation director Lora Steele said 
the group’s lease was up and Danville was a great op-
portunity. 

She’s excited to be in the square and close to com-
munity partners like Visit Hendricks County. 

MONEY MATTERS

Virtue signaling, 
masks and retail sales

MEET BRIAN BILGER
Hendricks County’s new economic leader

Jeff Binkley is the Founder  
and Managing Director of Binkley Wealth Management Group. He 
can be reached at Jeff@thebinkleygroup.com or (317) 697-1618.

Much of the data currently 
remains anecdotal, but there 

is growing evidence that 
retailers that are forcing their 

patrons to wear masks in 
their stores are starting to see 

financial consequence  
for this constraint.

Brian Bilger

“Brian ended up having the experience and strategic thinking  
that aligned the most with what the board was looking for.”  

   — Greg Ternet, board chair and Hendricks Power Cooperative CEO



Bassett Bonus 
 0% interest for 36 months on a  
new heating or cooling system!

Offer ends September 30, 2020
We can’t wait to hear from you,  

we’re all ears!

(317) 839-5877
Visit our web site atVisit our web site at  
Bassettservices.comBassettservices.com    

to see what over 10,000 to see what over 10,000 
customers like you say customers like you say 

about our service!about our service!

SERVICESSERVICES, , incinc

HEATING & COOLING
HEATING & COOLING

FREE DIAGNOSTIC  
with paid repair 

$98 value
Lifetime warranty on select 

replacement parts.  
Offer good only during  
normal business hours.

We’re open for business!
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Holiday
Craft ShowCraft Show

presented by:November 14, 2020, 9AM-4PM
1900 E. MAIN STREET - Danville, IN.

Name                                                                                                                                                 

Phone #                                                                                        Date            /            /                   

Address                                                                                                                                            

City, State & Zip                                                                                                                           

Car Make                                                                            License Plate #                                    

Website URL                                                                                                                                  

Previous Vendor    Yes      No

All fees are non-refundable unless cancelled due to COVID-19 Pandemic. 
Registration fee includes booth space and advertising in several media outlets. Set-up 
time is Friday, Nov. 13 from 4pm -7pm or Saturday, Nov. 14 at 6 am. Set-up doors will 
close at 8:30 am and final set-up to be completed by 9 am.
Please provide a brief description of items in booth:

                                                                                                                                                              

*By signing up for the Craft Show, you are agreeing to abide by guidelines given to you
*YOU CANNOT RENT A TABLE WITHOUT RENTING A BOOTH

*EVENT ORGANIZERS DO NOT GUARANTEE EXCLUSIVITY OF PRODUCTS.

2020 HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW REGISTRATION FORM

You can also register online at www.4hcomplex.org

BOOTH FEES
               $75.00   - Full booth paid by October 1  

- After October 1 payment of $100 (10’ wide x 10’ deep)

              Electric $20 (subject to availability)         Yes         No

              $40.00—additional booth (maximum of 1 booth)

              $5.00—8’ table ($15 day of show)          $2.00—Chair ($5 day of show)

              TOTAL PAID (must include booth fee, any rentals & electric)

This years Annual Holiday Craft Show is presented by Hendrick 
County ICON and Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds.  Please call 

the HC 4-H if you have any questions at 317-718-6153 or email 
director@4hcomplex.org

Mail this application, with payment to:

Hendrick County 
 4-H Fairgrounds

PO Box 7, Danville, IN 46122

OFFICE USE ONLY

Account                                                

Booth                                                   

Ad                                                         
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By Gus Pearcy

Because of increases in emergen-
cy response times, the Washington 
Township Fire Department is building 
another fire station near county roads 
100 N. and 900 E.

Washington Township Trustee Don 
Hodson said the station is critical for 
reducing fire and EMS response times. 
However, it could mean an increase in 
property taxes for township residents 
for operations.

Hodson said the three strategically-
placed stations were always planned to 
be enough coverage. If anything, the 
stations could be expanded with additional firefighters and 
equipment.

That was fine until about two years ago. Avon began to 
see another population boom and the response times were 
beginning to lag as a result. 

New housing developments and a rash of assisted living 
facilities are forcing longer response times. One assisted 
living facility currently under construction will have 300 
units, Hodson said.

“We have eight assisted living units in this township 
alone,” Hodson said. “The assistant fire chief calls Avon the 
Florida of Central Indiana.”

According to experts for a fire, firefighters need to be on 
scene in 4 to 6 minutes. Critical response time for a cardiac 
arrest is 4 minutes. Eighty-three percent of fire department 

calls are emergency medical needs. 
Year over year, the runs are increas-

ing. Last year, there was a 13% increase 
in runs compared to 2-3% increases in 
years past.

Since 2017, the response time has 
slowly increased from 5.5 minutes to 
6.4. Hodson said since the pandemic, he 
has seen reduced traffic. The response 
time is still more than 6 minutes.

A new station just north of C.R. 100 
N. on C.R. 900 E. will have one fire en-
gine and two medics. The township will 
bond for construction costs, however 

ongoing operation will require an increase in the property tax 
levy. Washington Township is at the max levy already.

A new law passed this year allows townships and fire 
territories to increase the tax levy over the maximum by 
15 cents based on population growth. The formula allows 
a 1 cent increase for every percent of population growth 
over a 10-year period. The township’s growth since 2010 
is 21%. So Hodson said the township will ask for the entire 
15 cent increase, but only use half of it for the operation of 
the new fire station.

The proposed increase will increase taxes on an average 
$250,000 home by $97, Hodson said.

All of the increase will go for operations of the new fire 
station and not for the proposed aquatics center called 
Murphy Park, Hodson stressed. Washington Township is 

87% residential.
Property owners who have reached the property tax cir-

cuit breaker will not see any increase.
“The (Hendricks County) auditor tells us that 97% of 

our township residential tax payers or the 1-percenters are 
already at the cap,” Hodson said meaning the money will 
come from other taxing entities, such as the schools and 
the library. “We’re talking about life and property.

“We don’t have a choice,” Hodson added. “Even with 
COVID, we don’t have a choice. We are charged with a 
very sacred responsibility and that’s fire protection for the 
residents of our township.”

Hodson said he hopes  
the station will be  
operational by  
the end of 2021.

Avon to get a new fire station near 100 N. and 900 E.

This map shows the location of the new 
fire station to be built by the Washington 
Township Fire Department. It’s about 10 
acres just north of C.R. 100 N. and C.R. 900 E.



Hendricks County Business Leader Hendricks County Business Leader hcbusinessleader.com  •  September 2020  98   September 2020  •  hcbusinessleader.com COVER STORY

By Stephanie Dolan

York Automotive casts a wide net across the 
state. Previously, the automotive group owned 
four dealerships in Greencastle, Crawfordsville 
and Brazil. 

They have now purchased a fifth location in 
their hometown of Plainfield. 

“We are excited to welcome the successful 
Westgate team into our family of dealerships,” 
Nick York said in a statement released in August. 
“We are committed to growing our team of great 
employees, customers, and proud to serve the 
Plainfield community.”

York Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Plainfield is 
located at 2695 E. Main St. and will be open six 
days a week, with Monday through Thursday 
hours of 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday and Saturday 
hours of 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

“It’s in our backyard, and we’re very engrained 
in the community,” Nick said. “We support lots 
of efforts within the community. We thought it 
would be great to have a business in our backyard. 
Since we have so many customers here locally, 
naturally it was just a wonderful fit.”

“It’s one that we’ve always admired from afar,” 
Nick’s wife, Kaye, said of the new Plainfield loca-
tion. 

“I’ve lived here for 20 years now,” Nick added. “It 
was one of those things where we said if we ever 
had the opportunity we would buy it.”

York Automotive was founded in 1987 by Nick’s 
father, Bob, who passed away in 2011.

“Nick went to work for him out of college,” Kaye 
said. “He also worked in the dealerships as a kid 
growing up. But he went to work for him full time 
when he graduated from IU.”

Nick majored in public affairs at IU.
“We deal with the public in our car business, 

and the more you can understand the ins and outs 
of the public, the more well-rounded you can be,” 
Nick said.

And dealing with the public is where York Au-
tomotive puts its best foot forward.

“We put the customer first,” Kaye said. “Nick’s 
dad established a motto in 1987: We’re not #1, you 
are. Our business is centered around the custom-
er. We feel that that is what our primary focus is - 
to make sure the customer is treated with respect 
and to make sure it’s a great experience for the cus-
tomer. Whether it’s the service or the sales side, 
we want to make sure that the customer is happy 
when they leave.” 

Kaye said that all this goes deeper than the slo-
gan itself. 

“It is a culture that we create and expect and de-

liver,” she said.
“First and foremost, the town of Plainfield is so 

fortunate to Nick and Kaye expanding their oper-
ation into our community,” Monte Collins of Im-
pact Build and Consult Partners said. “They’re ter-
rific business partners and community members. 
They will truly be pillars in our community. From 
a customer service and operations standpoint, the 
service they provide is just unmatched in the busi-
ness market for the business they’re in. It’s hard to 
believe the extent and length that they go through 
to make a friend and make a customer and retain 
a customer. They treat their customers as if they 
were all close personal friends. Their business ap-
proach is certainly refreshing.”

Collins is currently building a new dealership 
for the Yorks in Brazil.

“He’s a close personal friend and a very good 
customer,” Kaye said.

“I offer remodeling services at each of their 
dealerships and at their homes as well,” Collins 
said. “We’re also customers of theirs and extreme-
ly satisfied. They’re absolutely wonderful people. 
They do business the exact same way that they 
represent themselves personally within the com-
munity and outside the community. Their busi-
ness lives up to the same measures.” 

Living up to those standards includes giving 
back to the community as well.

For several years, Kaye was the board chair for 
Susie’s Place.

“The York family has deep roots in Hendricks 
County with a long philanthropic history of be-
ing champions for kids,” said Emily Perry, execu-
tive director of Susie’s Place. “With the purchase of 
Westgate and the expansion of the York Automo-
tive Group into Plainfield, I have no doubt that the 
York’s commitment to excellence will only further 
improve the community.”

Nick is the former president of the Indiana Au-
tomobile Dealers Association of Indiana. 

“I served on the board for a number of years and 
then became president,” he said. “I stay connected 
with those folks, but have no official role.”

That and their five dealerships certainly keep 
them busy enough.

“In the car business we need to be everything 
to everyone,” Nick said. “We are going to have ve-
hicles in stock and availability from the first car for 
the teenage driver to a first-time buyer of a new 
car to your everyday customer. Whether it’s their 
first or their 100th car we’re going to have an op-
tion for them.”

“We’re just excited to be here,” Kaye said. “So far, 
the employees have been very receptive to us and 
we appreciate them.”

“We’re happy to be here and thrilled to be work-
ing with a great group of folks,” Nick added. 

COVER STORY

Need space for 
those special 

team-building 
meetings?  

Like us on Facebook!

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717 
Chicagospizza.com

Give us 
a call!

Getting to know 

Kaye and  
Nick York 

Do you have pets? 
three: a dog Poncho, a cat Binnie and a 
horse Red

Favorite book 
the Bible

Favorite HC charity – 
Susie’s Place

Favorite movie –  
Rudy

Who or what inspires you? 
Kaye: what inspires me is I really like to 
continue to learn everyday. My motivation 
when I wake up in the morning is try to 
go out and treat people how I’d like to be 
treated and make a difference for the less 
fortunate.
Nick: I would say my dad. I want to make 
sure everyday that I make him proud of who 
we are and what we are. 

Bucket list vacation: 
Any vacation with our family.

 ‘A business in our backyard’
Finally, long-time Hendricks County residents and philanthropists, Nick and Kaye York, playing in  
local business space with the recent purchase of York Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Plainfield

York Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Plainfield is located at 2695 E. Main St. and will be open six days a week, with Monday through Thursday hours of 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday and 
Saturday hours of 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)
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By Gus Pearcy

Daniel Lusk has been a professional magician exclu-
sively for 15 years. He’s performed magic in Grand Central 
Station in New York, Arizona, even in wife’s native Philip-
pines.

Having a clean show has made him one of the most pop-
ular entertainers in the area. So popular, he was able to 
chuck birthday party bookings.

He has also built his own entertainment group booking 
other acts over the last 10 years.

“We mainly focus on balloon artists and face painters, 
character artists and other magicians,” Lusk said. “When 
I was performing, I’d run into other entertainers that I 
thought were really good and when people started asking 
for my suggestions, I would recommend these acts. Even-
tually, clients would call, and we would just work it all out 
for them and manage the whole event while I was there 
doing my show.”

The Avon resident - like many other performing artists 
– has felt the economic sting of the coronavirus pandemic.

“I’ve never worked so hard though trying to keep things 
going than I have during this pandemic time,” he said can-
didly. “I never worked so hard for such little money.”

The son of a minister, Lusk started performing in church-
es in his southern Illinois community. He was a regular 
clown who did magic on the vacation bible school circuit.

“Then I realized I didn’t really like being a clown that 

much, but I did like the magic part of it,” Lusk said. 
When the Great Recession hit in 2008, his job with CP 

Morgan went when the homebuilder closed permanently. 
He relied on the part-time magic gigs to get him through 
and it grew.

“I clocked in,” Lusk said about living the dream as a pro-
fessional magician, “and I haven’t clocked out yet.”

But, in a sense, COVID-19 has effectively clocked him 
out. The cancellations began coming in March and never 
stopped. Lusk said he could tell this was a real threat to his 
livelihood, so he turned his living room into a television 
studio and started broadcasting shows to the community.

He knew if this kept up through the summer, he was go-
ing to have to make serious changes. Last month, he can-
celed his last show through the year.

“There’s basically zero on the calendar now,” he said. “All 
the reschedules have canceled.” 

He can’t even bring himself to figure out how much the 
business has lost.

He maintains a positive attitude but knows he needs to 
find an alternative source of income. 

Now, he’s pouring all his energy into his wife’s new busi-
ness called Foam Happy. These foam parties look like fun 
on the website foamhappy.com. The foam cannon covers 
a 40X40 foot area up to 5 feet high. The material is bio-
degradable, eco-friendly, dye-free and hypo-allergenic and 
by the looks of the videos, a great deal of fun.

“It’s clean,” he said. “I mean it’s soap. So, we’re looking at 
daycares and family parties and things that are still going.”

He admits it may take a long time before the in-person 
shows come back and he misses the audience.

For more information, visit daniellusk.com or call (317) 
213-4770.

Magician sees livelihood disappear

Call today to schedule your consultation 
317.839.9136                       625 S. Dan Jones Road - Avon, IN 46123          www.kempercpa.com        

SEASONS CHANGE. 
 

SO DO YOUR ACCOUNTING NEEDS. 
 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 
THROUGH THESE CHANGING TIMES. 

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants 

Daniel Lusk has been a professional magician exclusively
for 15 years. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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With over 20 years of experience in
commercial banking, Kathy Spencer-Ellis
is committed to helping your business
move to the next level.

Offering a solutions-oriented approach
and unmatched personal service, she
will bring professional solutions that
work for you and your business.

Stop by or call Kathy today!

317-754-2896
kspencer-ellis@homebanksb.com
www.homebanksb.com

         Visit our new 
     Plainfield location 
990 W. Main St.

Kathy Spencer-Ellis
VP/Commercial Lender

By Scott Flood

Once again a new piece of technology didn’t 
install quite as easily as promised, and once 
again, I found myself repeatedly hearing about 
the importance of my call.

When a human voice finally appeared and I 
explained my challenge, the reply came from a 
bored employee reading from a script. “I am so 
sorry you are having this unforeseen difficulty 
and I want to help you resolve it,” the lifeless 
voice said. “I also have to inform you that this 
call may be monitored for training purposes.”

It’s like the sleepy flight attendant: “We know 
you have a choice when you fly and we appreci-
ate that you have chosen us.” If her delivery of 
that message is supposed to provide evidence of 
that, it’s about as encouraging as a weather-re-
lated diversion to Boise.

There are companies that do a phenomenal 
job of convincing me that I really am an impor-
tant customer. Crew Carwash is a prime exam-
ple. Their people are unfailingly polite, upbeat, 
and seem to be genuinely interested in making 
sure my always-filthy car takes on new beauty. 
The folks at Trader Joe’s stand out, too. Ask any 

employee about any given product, and you’ll be 
amazed at her knowledge and candor. She may 
even tell you how she prepared it, or that she 
doesn’t like it. Tell the guy at the checkout that 
they’re out of one of your favorites, and he’ll be-
come genuinely sad that the store disappointed 
you — and ask the manager when it’s going to 
be back on the shelves.

What makes the difference? I think it’s the 
fact that these companies genuinely believe 
that ecstatic customers are the key to their suc-
cess. They don’t just hang a mission statement 
to that effect on their wall. The local manager 
doesn’t just recite it at the staff meeting. Every-
one throughout the company lives it. That’s why 
their employees always sound genuine — be-
cause they are.

If you don’t believe it, don’t say it. 
THE PERSONAL TOUCH

Scott Flood creates effective copy for 
companies and other organizations. You’ll find 
more articles at sfwriting.com. ©2019 Scott 
Flood All rights reserved.

Bread Basket Café & Bakery is Danville 
Chamber’s 2020 Business of the Year

Staff report

The Danville Chamber of Com- 
merce, along with the Kiwanis Club 
of Danville and the Danville Rotary 
Club, held their annual Community 
Awards “Boots and Bling, It’s a Ca- 
sual Thing,” Aug. 29 at the Cartlidge 
Barn.

The Bread Basket Café & Bakery 
took honors as the chamber’s Busi-
ness of the Year.

“Bread Basket Café & Bakery con- 
tinues to do so much for our com- 
munity,” said

Kelly DiBenedetto, executive di- 
rector of the chamber. “Our com- 
munity recognized their efforts to 
feed our healthcare workers during 
height of Covid-19. Judy Sexton, the 
owner, was nearly moved to tears 
over winning the award. Judy and 
her staff are a great example of peo- 
ple and businesses doing great things 
and never for the recognition.”

DiBenedetto said it was an hon-
or for the chamber, Kiwanis and the 
Rotary, to recognize these individ-
uals and businesses. She said over 
1200 community members voted for

the community awards this year. 
“We had some amazing and well de-
serving nominees,” she said. “Our 
Emcee Kevin Hill said it best: “We 
give these awards not to the people 
looking for the recognition but who 
are very deserving of the recogni-
tion.”

Judy Sexton, owner of the Bread Basket 
Cafe & Bakery, is the  the Danville Chamber 
of Commerce’s 2020 Business of the Year.  
(Photo by Eric Pritchett)



Leadership Hendricks County is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to seek, prepare, involve and sustain leaders from diverse backgrounds to 
address community and countywide changes. Since 1993, Leadership Hendricks County has given citizens the background and inside information they 
need to take on effective leadership roles in the Hendricks County community. To learn more about Leadership Hendricks County or leadership training 
for your organization, email admin@leadershiphendrickscounty.org or visit our website at www.LeadershipHendricksCounty.org.

Looks at Local Leaders
Each month, the Business Leader focuses on how Leadership Hendricks County delivers the skills local residents need to provide leadership in our communities.

Why Servant Leadership is a Game Changer
“If your actions inspire people to dream 

more, learn more, do more, and become 
more, you are a leader.” - John Quincy Adams

We have all heard of the term “Servant 
Leadership”. In fact, many of us have had 
the privilege to work for or with a servant 

leader and well…many of us have experienced the 
opposite. Servant leadership is defined as, “a leader-
ship philosophy in which the main goal of the leader is 
to serve. This is different from traditional leader-
ship where the leader’s main focus is the thriving of 
their company or organizations.” 

This is different! It is different because it flips the 
business culture pyramid on its head. A servant leader 
prioritizes the team’s growth and well-being, letting their 
own needs and ambition take a backseat! 

The mark of a true servant leader is someone who 
is known for serving instead of commanding, demon-
strates humility instead of brandishing authority, and 
is always looking for ways to engage and develop their 
staff members. 

The end result of servant leadership? “Performance 
goes through the roof,” says Art Barter, founder and CEO 
of the Servant Leadership Institute and CEO of Datron 

World Communications, Inc. The success is often found 
when the servant leader moves beyond the transactional 
aspects of management and actively seeks to develop 
an employee’s sense of purpose within the company 
mission. This in turn creates empowered staff who will 
perform at a high, innovative level. Employees feel more 
engaged and purpose-driven, which in turn increases 
the organization’s retention and lowers turnover costs. 

There are 5 general qualities that a servant leader 
possess: 

1)  Listening- Listening is at the core of servant leader-
ship. It’s a simple way to make your team feel valued 
so they know you care.

2)  Empathy- A lot goes into empathy, but it basically 
comes down to getting to know your team. Find 
out what makes them tick, and learn their strengths 
and weaknesses. That way you can let your team 
members shine and maybe even help them turn 
their weaknesses into strengths.

3)  Self-awareness- Take inventory of your own 
strengths and weaknesses, and figure out how you 
fit into the overall team. Then use yourself in ways 
that benefit the team and the company. 

4)  Stewardship- Stewardship is simply leading by 
example. It’s your job to set the tone for your team, 
so don’t ask people to do things you wouldn’t do 
yourself.

5)  Building community- Teams who trust each other 
work together to get more done. That’s why it’s im-
portant to cultivate relationships among your team.

Servant leaders know there’s always more to learn—
and we can help you out with that. There are several 
resources that we would recommend to help you as you 
seek to grow as a servant leader, including: the Robert K. 
Greenleaf Center for Servant Leadership (Greenleaf.org), 
The Journey to the East by Hermann Hesse, and Leaders 
Eat Last: Why Some Teams Pull Together and Others 
Don’t by Simon Sinek. Leadership Hendricks County 
graduates bring the community sharper leadership skills, 
energies focused on solving specific problems, and a 
network of associates with the talents and abilities to 
create a blueprint for Hendricks County’s future. To learn 
more about Leadership Hendricks County, our commu-
nity and our offerings visit https://www.leadershiphen-
drickscounty.org/ or follow us on Facebook.

Leaders serve as a member of a team. Here LHC 2020 classmates Victoria 
Ross-Frost, Jessica Ledford, and Virgil Underwood III work together on a 
problem-solving activity.

A big part of leadership (and life) is simply showing up. In the midst of a pan-
demic, the LHC Class of 2020 continues to show up, ready to learn, contribute, 
and serve, either in person or through virtual options.

In order to serve, we must first listen. In August, LHC 2020 classmates Tania 
Burke and Cory Stewart practice active listening skills.
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By Karl Zimmer

How many meetings have you and your 
team had related to strategic planning, 
long term planning, and the like?

How much time was spent during 
those processes, 
and did you feel 
that the time was 
worth the effort 
and the outcome? 
Since there are 
at least two sides 
to every story (or 
issue), let’s take a 
look and see what 
we can learn.

Planning is similar to goal setting, 
dreaming, and the lottery. You have to 
buy a ticket if you want to win, you have 
to dream for dreams to come true, and 
you have to set goals in order to reach 
them. Planning is the intentional work to 
achieving set goals. 

There are some caveats to planning that 
need to be considered in any planning 
process, and that is where most planning 
processes fail. Any plan is only as good 
as the implementation of that plan, and 
the success of that is largely determined 
by flexibility built into the plan. You know 
that the most successful of any species 
are the most adaptable. And so it is with 
planning.

Plans need to include measures that 
can be quickly determined so that 
necessary changes to the original plan 
can then be implemented. In other 
words, plans need to include alternate 

plans based on current events, a series 
of benchmarks upon which to measure 
progress, changes in the marketplace, 
economic indicators relevant to the 

specific issue and 
organization, and 
more.

You know 
your market 
and the things 
that impact your 
success. Include 
periodic and 
frequent reviews 
of progress toward 

the intended goal so that changes can be 
implemented quickly. 

Again, the most successful people are 
the most flexible. Plan, implement the 
plan, review progress toward the goal, 
change the plan if needed, implement the 
new plan, review progress toward the goal, 
and keep going until the goal is reached, 
assuming the goal is still relevant. Things 
change, so plan to be flexible.

This column is dedicated to sharing 
experiences, research, and ideas about 
great leaders, for great leaders. We 
welcome your comments, questions, and 
suggestions.

Does planning assure success?

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who 
Grew Up to RULE® the World…,” a 
speaker, Board Certified Hypnotist, 
and successful CEO. Karl can be 
contacted at karl@z-success.com. 
RULE® is a Registered Mark of Karl R. 
Zimmer III

BIZ LEADERSHIP

 You know that the most 
successful of any species 
are the most adaptable. 

And so it is with planning.
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Planner of Note

Newly Incorporated Businesses
Compiled by Connie Sieferman
New Business Filings (7/21/2020 – 8/20/2020)

GRANTEE: Nakshopper Store
DESCRIPTION: reselling
GRANTOR: Nancy W. Kamau
DATE: 7/21/2020

GRANTEE: V W Cleaners
GRANTEE: VW Cleaners
DESCRIPTION: janitorial
GRANTOR: Victoria Wendt
DATE: 7/22/2020

GRANTEE: Carrie’s Catering & Carry-Out
DESCRIPTION: food business
GRANTOR: Lester Kelly
DATE: 7/24/2020

GRANTEE: Greater Than Eight, Inc.
DESCRIPTION: consulting for non-profits
GRANTOR: Renee Harlor
DATE: 7/24/2020

GRANTEE: No. 1 Restaurant
DESCRIPTION: restaurant
GRANTOR: Wuhong Zhang
DATE: 7/29/2020

GRANTEE: Iron On Iron
DESCRIPTION: Christian life coach
GRANTOR: Tom Dillow
DATE: 8/10/2020

GRANTEE: DH Salon
DESCRIPTION: hair salon
GRANTOR: Deana Hayes
DATE: 8/11/2020

GRANTEE: Joyful Cottage Keepsakes
DESCRIPTION: gift baskets
GRANTOR: Patti Estanovich
DATE: 8/12/2020

GRANTEE: Grammy’s & Me

DESCRIPTION: painting and staining
GRANTOR: Elizabeth Romine
GRANTOR: James Weintraut
DATE: 8/12/2020

GRANTEE: Sweet Bee Flats
DESCRIPTION: online diapers sales
GRANTOR: Veronica Cowen
DATE: 8/13/2020

GRANTEE: Dirty Red Lash Studio
DESCRIPTION: lash studio
GRANTOR: Korliss Jaimease Brown
DATE: 8/13/2020

GRANTEE: MDG Investments
DESCRIPTION: individual stock trader
GRANTOR: Michael Gulley
DATE: 8/13/2020

GRANTEE: RMR Kingdom Realities
DESCRIPTION: construction/contractor
GRANTOR: Roberta Townsel
DATE: 8/14/2020

GRANTEE: Stephanie Unton Photography
DESCRIPTION: photography
GRANTOR: Stephanie Unton
DATE: 8/14/2020

9 - Danville Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Wed., Sept. 9 at 
11a.m. at HC 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main 
St. Danville. For more information, call (317) 
745-0670 

15 - Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Tue., Sept. 15 at 11:30 
a.m. at Plainfield Rec and Aquatic Center, 651 
Vestal Rd., Plainfield.  For more information, 
call (317) 839-3800

22 - Avon Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Tue., Sept. 22 at 11:00 
a.m. at Avon American Legion, 4812 E. Main 
St., (Old US 36) Avon. For more information, call 
(317) 272-4333

No meeting - Brownsburg Chamber of 
Commerce (members’ meeting): Due to golf 
outing, regular membership meeting will not 
be held in September. For more information call 
(317) 852-7885

Avon Chamber New Members
INDIANA PHYSICAL THERAPY
1086 N. Avon Ave.
Avon, IN 46123
(260) 432-4700
RISE ’N ROLL BAKERY - AVON
9263 E. Hwy US 36
Avon, IN 46123
(317) 384-1024

Brownsburg Chamber New 
Members
HOOSIER PHOTO ORGANIZER
8261 Hughes Rd. 

North Salem, IN 46165
(317) 989-2813
CARE TO CHANGE COUNSELING
10080 E. US Hwy. 36 
Avon IN 46123
(317) 790-9396
VICKI MERRITT FINANCIAL 
COACH, LLC.
6424 Walnut Way 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 995-2721
22 MILES - INTERACTIVE 
WAYFINDING & DIGITAL SIGNAGE 
SOFTWARE

6722 Reed Rd. 
Pittsboro IN 46167
(877) 566.6789 x 6789
ENERGY SPOT BROWNSBURG
124 E Northfield Dr., Ste. L 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 286-3530

Plainfield Chamber New 
Members
MY IT INDY
2230 Stafford Rd.
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 534-0562

CLEARENT PAYMENTS
2680 E. Main St.
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 837-6007
KINNAMON FINANCIAL LLC
2680 E. Main St. Ste. 214
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 279.5531
PRIORITY REAL ESTATE
2230 Stafford Rd., Ste. 115
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 750-6317



resources to help YOU  
with energy costs.
Hendricks Power is aware of the financial hardships many 
families are facing. There are several resources available to 
help you pay your energy bills. 

Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program
An existing program, LIHEAP 
is a federally-funded grant 
program that helps low-
income households meet 
their immediate home energy 
needs. The LIHEAP fund 
received a sizable allocation of 
new federal funds as part of the 
coronavirus stimulus program. 
LIHEAP funds are distributed 

through local Community Action Agencies (ACA). All Indiana 
counties have intake offices. To find your local office, contact 
the Indiana Housing and Community Development.

Indiana 211
2-1-1 is a free and confidential 
service that provides Hoosiers 
with help and answers from 
thousands of health and human 
service agencies and resources 
in their local communities. Resources for utility bill assistance 
can be found by dialing 2-1-1. 

ENERGY ADVISOR SERVICES
At Hendricks Power, we offer free energy audits to our 
members.  During an energy audit, our certified energy 
advisors inspect your home or business to create a customized 
plan to increase your energy efficiency. Energy advisors will 
also let you know if you may be eligible for any household 
rebates. 

Schedule your home audit Monday - Friday, 7:30 am - 4:30 
pm or plan a virtual audit by using FaceTime, Google Duo, or 
WebEx!

Schedule your free audit by calling 
(317) 745-5473 or by visiting  

www.hendrickspower.com/energy-advisor

Inspired by someone making a difference in your community? 
Tell their story and they could win a cash prize.

WHO POWERS 
YOU?

Visit whopowersyou.com between 
September 8, 2020 and October 9, 
2020  and submit a photo of your
nominee. Then tell us why that
person inspires you and how
they make a difference in
your co-op community.

WhoPowersYou.com/Enter

THIRD PLACE

$1,500

GRAND PRIZE

SECOND PLACE

$2,000  

HONORABLE MENTION 
$500

$5,000

VISIT WHOPOWERSYOU.COM FOR FULL CONTEST RULES
Sponsored by Touchstone Energy Cooperative, Inc., 
4301 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203. ©2018.

As the national network of more than 730 co-ops, Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives value the people who elevate and 
energize our communities. 

That’s why we are launching a contest to honor inspirational 
community members across the country. Winners will be 
announced November 2020. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. VOID 
WHERE PROHIBITED. 

PAULA & HUNTER BEATON 
Second Place Winners, 2018

Founders of Hunter’s Day 1 Bags
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“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean and staff 
go above and beyond to make sure the customer is always 

happy. If you are looking for a honest and dependable place 
for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiffany P.

FALL OIL CHANGE 
SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change 
Synthetic Blind Motor Oil Only

$$20202020
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax. Most cars and light trucks 
up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off filters. With coupon. Not valid 

with any other offers. Canister filters extra if required. Exp 9/30/20

CODE: ICON  *offer not good for synthetic oil change

AC/EVAC &  
RECHARGE SPECIAL

$$898999 99 
(Normally $129.99)

With coupons only. Most cars. Not valid with any other offers. 

Exp 9/30/20

CODE: ICON 

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com  
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon

Avon man fixes beat-up bikes for charity

Spencer Gaines,19, shown with his bike, started 
repairing beat-up bikes three months ago and 
donating them. (Photo provided by Gaines)

By Lindsay Doty 

Whether it’s a beat-up Schwinn or a 
much-loved kids trike, Spencer Gaines wel-
comes bike repairs.

Three months ago, the 19-year-old Avon 
native with mechanic skills started fixing up 
unwanted bikes and donating them to kids 
and adults throughout Hendricks County 
and beyond.

He has given away 40 bikes so far.
“I fix bikes because I would like to encour-

age people to get outside more, especially 
during these times,” said Gaines, who tries 
to donate the bikes to underprivileged kids 
or shelters.

For a guy who was recently homeless, 
bikes are about second chances.

“I remember when someone gave me a 
bike when I was down,” he said.

Five months ago, Gaines says he was 
homeless for a second time and living in a 
tent behind a church in Avon.

“I couldn’t shower or anything like that 
and ate mostly pantry food like cookies 
and dry cereal. Someone off of Facebook 
saw a post about me needing shoes, and 
they bought me shoes and gave me a bike,” 
he said. “It was the best feeling ever to get 
around so fast and efficient.”

Now Gaines is paying it forward in 
the form of some sturdy pedals and a 

handlebar. He recently donated a bike to 
Hearts for the Homeless, a shelter located in 
Indianapolis.

Since the pandemic, the demand for 
bikes (and repairs) has soared with more 
people wanting to get outdoors and ride 
again.

Gaines feels lucky to help more people 
get that chance.

“It feels great doing it,” he said.
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804 E Main St. • Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 9/30/20.

Ce
le

br
at

ing
 46 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

HISTORY finds
Conservo steam cooker

Hendricks County Historical Museum is now open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays or by ap-
pointment for groups at hendrickscountymuseum.org. Docent/guides will wear masks, and masks 
will be provided for guests.

By Marty Carter 
Hendricks County Museum board member

This Conservo steam cooker, used in 
many early 20th century homes, can 
be found in the early 
kitchen at the Hendricks 
County Historical Mu-
seum. The cooker was 
designed to sit on one 
burner of a gas, coal or 
wood burning kitchen 
range. With water put in 
the copper pan at the 
base, it worked much 
like today’s pressure 
cookers. Almost any-
thing could be cooked 
in the Conservo. Extra 
shelves could be added 
to cook an entire meal 
on one burner. 

Probably the most common use of the 

cooker was for home canning. As many 
as 16 jars could be processed at once, 
and the best part may have been that it 
did not heat up the kitchen like tradi-

tional methods. Plus 
it took less water, less 
fuel and less effort. The 
housewife could lay po-
tatoes and ears of corn 
on top of the jars and 
have vegetables pre-
pared for dinner while 
finishing the canning. 

The tube seen at the 
top is a whistle, which 
would sound when the 
water in the copper boiler 
pan evaporated and more 
needed to be added. 
Some of these are still in 

use by lucky home canners who inherited 
them from mothers or grandmothers. 
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ALL ONLINE 
ORDERS OF 

$20 OR MORE  
GET 25% OFF.

Enter code: HOME25
Claim discount by entering 

the code at checkout at 
papamurphys.com.

We Make It. 
You Bake It.TM

absolutely!absolutely!
CURBSIDE PICKUP?CURBSIDE PICKUP?

you betcha!you betcha!
DELIVERY?DELIVERY?

ORDER ONLINE TODAY!ORDER ONLINE TODAY! Visit our area 
locations Today!

Avon • 317-271-6200
10728 E. US Hwy 36, Avon, 46123

Plainfield • 317-839-4466
1810 E. Main St., Plainfield, 46168

Zionsville • 317-733-9989
51 Boone Village, Zionsville, 46077

papamurphys.com

COMMUNITY

TylerTyler PetePete ChadChad CALL OR 
VISIT US ONLINE

317-284-9145  |  petermanhvac.com

“Protection YOU Can Trust, From the Family That Cares.”

Don’t stress any longer. Our friendly team of comfort advisors 
is ready to provide you unbeatable service with surprising 
savings, because right now your A/C is HALF OFF when you 
install a brand new system with Peterman.

Stop biting your nails, waiting to see if  
your A/C can “eek” through another week.  

Schedule a FREE in-home estimate today!

50% OFF 50% OFF AN AIR CONDITIONERAN AIR CONDITIONER

COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF SERVICE AND IS NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR DISCOUNTS. ON 
QUALIFYING SYSTEMS. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUS PURCHASE. RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS ONLY. MUST BE IN SERVICE AREA. VALID ONLY 
DURING BUSINESS HOURS M-F. RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE FOR ALL DETAILS. EXPIRES: 09/30/2020. 
FINANCING AVAILABLE 0% INTEREST FOR 60 MONTHS.

Includes 
Wi-Fi 

Thermostat!

Do you tense up every time 

  you hear your HVAC syste
m turn on,  

     unsure if this time wil
l be the last?

Large St. Malachy Country Fair 2020 canceled; 
smaller parish/family event planned

By Lindsay Doty

The St. Malachy Country Fair will look dif-
ferent this year. The large-scale weekend 
event known for its carnival rides, games, 
food tents, raffles and large crowds had to 
be canceled due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. The fair held every September on 
the St. Malachy Catholic Church property 
in Brownsburg typically attracts crowds of 
10,000 people. Organizers knew it wouldn’t 
work during a pandemic. 

“As much as the committee discussed and 
strategized, it became apparent there just 
did not seem to be a safe means to carry 
out the Country Fair, as we knew it, in 2020,” 
Country Fair committee chairman Beatrice 
Bursten said in a letter to parishioners.

Instead, the church is planning a smaller-
scale parish and family Hog Roast for Sept. 
19. The roast will be done on the field to 
allow more room for social distancing. The 
smaller gathering (as of print time) will in-
clude some live music and limited food and 
drink tent menu. The three popular events 
from the Country Fair will still happen, in-
cluding the reverse raffle, silent auction and 
the grand raffle.

 “We’re just trying to bring some hope 

and joy into the lives of parishioners by be-
ing able to do this for them on a smaller 
scale,” said Sean Danda, pastor of St. Mala-
chy Parish in Brownsburg. 

The St. Malachy Country Fair has been 
the biggest fundraiser for the church. It has 
brought in between $80,000 to $95,000 in 
recent years.  Like so many other fundrais-
ers, the scaled-down version will impact 
numbers. 

“We saw this coming, so we cut as much 
out of budget as we could. So, it will affect 
things,” said Danda.

“I would just say, I think every church and 
charity is hurting and needs your generos-
ity, but we also are people of faith and trust-
ing that God will work things out for us,” he 
said. 

St. Malachy Catholic Church recently re-
turned to its regular in-person mass sched-
ule with masks and spaced seating. Some 
parishioners still choose the virtual worship 
option. 

The 2020 Country Fair would have been 
the 47th consecutive year for the Country 
Fair following the Sesquicentennial Anni-
versary celebration year of the St. Malachy 
Catholic Church.
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THANK YOU 
FOR SUPPORTING 

LOCAL 
JOURNALISM

“The ICON is local media that can generate quick and on the spot information about facts happening in  
your county and town.  It’s a good media outlet that I can rely on for accurate and interesting local news.   

I like reading the local articles because a lot of the times I know the people or businesses personally  
and can make that connection while I read. I also find ways to connect to events happening  

in the community. It’s like a county snapshot all in one place!“
- Stephanie Scotten, Executive Director, Main Street Plainfield

In short order, the community has begun to respond to the Hendricks County ICON’s 
voluntary-pay program. The ICON is extremely grateful for the donations already received 

in support of independent, local journalism. It’s heartening that many have donated so soon. 
ICON’s pledge in return is to continue providing the hyper-local news and information its 

readers require to maximize on living full lives.

Thank you for your support!
The ICON is a long way from where it needs to be, but this is a wonderful, elevating start.  

If you are considering a donation, please understand no amount is too small.

Please go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online.  
Alternatively, you may mail your check to Hendricks County ICON

5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123 
317.451.4088 • rick@icontimes.com
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ICONsociety

Staff report

The eighth annual Gathering in the Garden event featured an outdoor meal and entertainment to raise funds for The Gathering Place in Plainfield, a nonprofit that provides a nur-
turing home for terminally-ill guests and their families during their final days, free of charge. 

The money raised will go toward operations and maintaining the home.
“The event is not about making money, but instead is about providing a safe venue to enjoy an evening out in the midst of all this sadness and isolation,” said Rita Fiorentino, The 

Gathering Together executive director and founder.  

Plainfield’s Gathering Together  
hospice care holds eighth garden event

Macy and Chris Sherman

Just the 2 of us: Dino and Lucy (Photos by Eric Prichett)

Taylor Mominee, Paige Newton, Cheyenn Wright and Jill Maple

Steve and Laura Sutton

Bob Sexton and Dawn Lowden

Christy and Lauren Ooly
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ICONICarts
By Peg McRoy Glover

Plainfield artist Allyson Avery has come 
to a juncture in her artistic career where 
she wants to reach deep into her talents 
and skills and emerge with creative work 
that is all her own.

She teaches art at Northwood Ele-
mentary in Mooresville for kindergarten 
through sixth graders. During the 2020 
spring quarantine, she started a chalk proj-
ect on her driveway with her 4-year-old 
daughter. 

“It was a quarantine boredom activity,” 
she said. “There were lots of people out 
walking, and we were doing it to cheer 
people up.” 

After she posted her chalk drawings 
on Facebook, she was asked to create an 
eight-week Beatles series on the north-
east side of Danville’s Historic Courthouse 
Square. Her work was so well received that 
Anne Johansson, executive director of The 
Children’s Ballet, asked her to put a chalk 
message in front of the Danville studio 
that read, “We love our students.”

“We are big fans of Allyson chalk art,” 

Johansson said. “The end of our 2019-20 
season was a little strange, so we wanted 
to remind our students that we are proud 
of them. We gave Allyson a few ideas, and 
she ran with them. The finished product 
absolutely blew us away.”

Prior to the pandemic, Avery attended 
weekly classes studying Byzantine art 
reproduction at the St. Xenia Metochion 
Monastery in Indianapolis under the tute-
lage of Mother Superior Katherine Weston. 

Weston is recognized for her work repro-
ducing the art style that depicts Christian 
Greek art from the Eastern Roman Empire. 

“It can take up to six months to com-
plete one iconic image,” Avery said. 

The process includes cutting the boards, 
taking about a month to prepare the 
board for painting. That includes gluing 
linen to the wood to prevent cracking as it 
ages, applying 10 coats of a primer called 
gesso.

“Then we sand the gesso until it is abso-
lutely smooth,” Avery said. “At that point, 
the drawing can be transferred to it.”

Artists make their own egg tempera 
paint by mixing an egg yolk with equal 
parts white wine. Then dry pigment and 
water is added, based on the opacity 
needed. 

Artists then apply the paint many lay-
ers using a dry brush technique to achieve 
desired results. 

Avery completed three iconic images 
in the Byzantine style: The Annunciation, 
Holy Martyr Justin and The Mother of God 
of Korsun. 

“When you work on Byzantine icons 
you are not trying to make it your own,” 
she said. “The process is long, tedious and 
meditative. It is, I don’t want to be disre-
spectful in any way, but during the pan-
demic I have been trying to figure out if I 
can do religious imagery without doing a 
direct copy.”

Byzantine iconography is her favorite 
work, and she has enjoyed putting her 
chalk art on the sidewalks for people to 
enjoy. Through the pandemic Avery dis-
covered that she wants to explore more, 
create her own work and find her own 
voice. 

Plainfield artist Allyson Avery leaves a little chalk dust in her wake

At the request of the owner, Allyson Avery created chalk art for the students at 
The Children’s Ballet in Danville.

Plainfield Artist Allyson Avery created this sidewalk chalk art in Danville.  (Photos provided by Allyson 
Avery)

COMMUNITY

2020

St. Mary, Queen of Peace 
Catholic Church is celebrating its

Drive-Thru Dinner
Friday, Sept. 25, 2020

4:00pm to 7:30pm 
St. Mary, Queen of Peace
1005 West Main St. Danville, IN.

(NOTE: Entrance is off Mackey Rd.)

MEAL:
$10 per person;  

$5 per kids under 12
(Meal includes 1 brat or hot dog in a bun plus 2 sides)

Extra Brat: $5   Extra Hot Dog: $3

RAFFLE:
$1 per ticket or $5 for 6 tickets
(1st Prize - $1000; 2nd prize: $500; 3rd Prize: $250)

This event is open to the public. Proceeds will 
support MQP’s facilities, grounds and programs.

Allyson Avery, who studies Byzantine iconography, has created three iconic 
images including The Mother of God of Korsun. 
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES
AVON

Brenda D. Smith
Brenda D. Smith, 57, passed away Aug. 27, 2020. 
She was born June 26, 1963. Services were held 
Aug. 31 at Bartlett Chapel United Methodist 
Church, Avon. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Mary Kostyk
Mary Kostyk, 97, passed away Aug. 28, 2020. She 
was born Dec. 26, 1922. Services will be held at a 
later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

Donald David Clark
Donald David Clark, 74, passed away Aug. 27, 
2020. He was born April 13, 1946. Services were 
held Sept. 3 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. Me-
morial contributions may be made to the Wound-
ed Warrior Project.

Gary E. Sneed
Gary E. Sneed, 68, passed away Aug. 31, 2020. He 
was born Aug. 26, 1952. Services were held Sept. 
4 at Grace Pointe Church of the Nazarene, India-
napolis. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

PLAINFIELD

Diana L. Hansel
Diana L. Hansel, 62, passed away Aug. 24, 2020. 
She was born Aug. 10, 1958. No services are 
scheduled. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Jean Stephenson
Jean Stephenson, 73, passed away Aug. 10, 2020. 
She was born Nov 23, 1946. Services will be held 
at a later date. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

George R. Stultz
George R. Stultz, 95, passed away Aug. 25, 2020. 
He was born Oct. 7, 1924. No services are sched-
uled. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Mark A. Hale
Mark A. Hale, 63, passed away Aug. 28, 2020. He 
was born Feb. 3, 1957. No services are scheduled. 
Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

Georgianna Biddle
Georgianna Biddle, 73, passed away Aug. 29, 
2020. She was born Jan. 19, 1947. Services were 
held Sept. 5 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plain-
field. Memorial contributions may be made to 
Wheeler Mission.  

Ronald Wines
Ronald Wines, 80, passed away Sept. 1, 2020. He 
was born June 6, 1940. Services will be held pri-
vately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Romona Levy
Romona Levy, 94, passed away Aug. 31, 2020. She 
was born Jan. 22, 1926. Services were held Sept. 
10 at Kirgin Funeral Home, Barry, Ill. Hall-Baker 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

DANVILLE

Victoria Johnson
Victoria Johnson, 68, passed away Aug. 23, 2020. 
She was born Dec. 5, 1951. Services were held 
Aug. 26 at Your Venture Church, Lizton.  Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

Barbara Stoner
Barbara Stoner passed away Aug. 27, 2020. No 
services are scheduled. Conkle Funeral Home, 
Avon, was entrusted with the arrangements. Me-
morial contributions may be made to the Ameri-
can Heart Association.

Jeanne Ellen Shackelford
Jeanne Ellen Shackelford, 80, passed away Aug. 
24, 2020. She was born Feb. 6, 1940. Services will 
be held at a later date. Baker Funeral Home, Dan-
ville, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Paul Richard Crouch
Paul Richard Crouch, 73, passed away Aug. 28, 
2020. He was born May 1, 1947. Services were 
held Sept. 2 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville.

BROWNSBURG

Jeanette June Ross
Jeanette June Ross, 86, passed away Aug. 23, 
2020. She was born June 20, 1934. Services will be 
held at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Browns-
burg, was entrusted with the arrangements.

June Marette
June Marette, 81, passed away Aug. 23, 2020. She 
was born June 13, 1939. Services will be held at 
a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the American Dia-
betes Association.

Robert A. Maldonado
Robert A. Maldonado, 64, passed away Aug. 28, 
2020. He was born Nov. 20, 1955. Services were 
held Sept. 2 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, 
Brownsburg. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Bonnie J. Greene
Bonnie J. Greene, 86, passed away Aug. 28, 2020. 
She was born June 5, 1934. Services were held 
Sept. 3 at Shiloh Cemetery, Avon. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

Mary L. Dufour
Mary L. Dufour, 73, passed away Aug. 31, 2020. 
She was born Feb. 18, 1947. Services will be held 
at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Derek Lee Dodson
Derek Lee Dodson, 54, passed away Sept. 1, 2020. 
He was born Jan. 25, 1966. Services will be held 
privately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

Jim Starbuck
Jim Starbuck, 81, passed away Aug. 31, 2020. He 
was born July 10, 1939. Services were held Sept. 6 
at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

PITTSBORO

John H. Thomas
John H. Thomas, 78, passed away Aug. 27, 2020. 
He was born Sept. 22, 1941. Services were held 
Sept. 1 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation or the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society.

STILESVILLE

Lowell Glen Fisher
Lowell Glen Fisher, 87, passed away Aug. 23, 2020. 
He was born April 25, 1933. Services will be held 
privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plain-
field, was entrusted with the arrangements.

LIZTON

John R. Brown
John R. Brown, 91, passed away Aug. 27, 2020. He 
was born Sept. 6, 1928. Services were held Aug. 
31 Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro.

Hendricks County obituaries are printed  
free of charge up to 50 words. Funeral 

directors are encouraged  to send obituaries 
and  photos to lyla@icontimes.com.

COMMUNITY

NORTH SALEM

Beverly Stone
Beverly Stone, 81, passed away Aug. 31, 2020. She 
was born April 27, 1939. Services were pending at 
press time. Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. 

ROACHDALE

Edward Shelton
Edward Shelton, 85, passed away Sept. 4, 2020. 
He was born March 4, 1935. Services were pend-
ing at press time. Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, 
Pittsboro, was entrusted with the arrangements.
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9 1 8
3 6 4

2 7 6
5 4 8

6 3
9 8 5

8 2 1
4 7 1

7 2 6

3 Actor Toms
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 IU Campus Locations 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 R&R Words
____________________
____________________

1 2020 Indy 500 Winner
______________________

5 Indiana Crops
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 House Types
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

PUZZLES
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67

68 69 70 71 72

73 74 75

76 77 78

Across
1. IMCU cash source
4. National Bank of 
Indianapolis vaults
9. Not edited
14. Indiana Wesleyan 
University locale
15. Hendricks Regional 
Health worker
16. Vera Bradley product
17. Took a seat
18. Awestruck
19. “On your feet!”
20. Snooze
22. “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” 
org.
24. Some IU Kelley School 
degs.
25. QB Herrmann
27. “Ditto”
29. 1956 Indy 500 pace car
32. “Get off my back!”
36. “Law & Order: SVU” actor
37. Baby’s wear
41. Coach Parseghian
42. Church areas
44. Hamilton County city 
originally named Bethlehem
45. Himalayan land
47. Brownsburg-to-
Connersville dir.
48. Gretel’s brother

51. Skeleton part
52. Red Lobster menu 
choice
54. Latin dances
56. “___-Dick; or, The 
Whale”
58. Tooth part
59. Indiana Senate 
leadership post
62. Danville HS second-
yr student
64. Pronunciation 
symbol
68. Himalayan land
70. Grammar topic
72. Feel sick
73. Horn sound
74. Fortuneteller’s card
75. Indiana home to 
the Congerville Flyers 
of the early NFL
76. Throw in
77. Secure web page 
address starter
78. Calligraphy tool

Down
1. Stockpile
2. Hendricks County Court 
event
3. Indiana Basketball Hall of 
Famer Towe
4. Be short with

5. Indiana State Fair mo.
6. Colts’ Coach Reich
7. Catch sight of
8. Oozes
9. FedEx rival
10. Eggnog spice
11. Avon seafood restaurant: 
Ugly ___

12. Annapolis inits.
13. “Bill & ___ Excellent 
Adventure”
21. Overact
23. Copenhagen native
26. Fishing pole
28. Gas station store
29. Eats at Stone Creek
30. PayPal funds, e.g.
31. Cut off
33. High muck-a-muck
34. Nicoson Hall or Hinkle 
Fieldhouse
35. Indianapolis 
International Airport portals
38. Volunteer’s words
39. Coat of ___ (family 
symbol)
40. Soccer legend
43. Average Joe (Var.)
46. Desktop computer of 
the ‘80s
49. “Be on the lookout” 
alerts, briefly
50. Baton Rouge sch.
53. Make known
55. Balance sheet items
57. Opposite of old age
58. St. Vincent Health 
patient’s record
59. Indiana Fever org.
60. Gripped
61. Apple tablet
63. Tri-West HS exam for jrs.
65. Mug for the camera
66. Pained expression
67. Sci-fi visitor
69. Zodiac sign
71. Republicans, initially

Answers on  
Page 27

2230 Sta� ord Rd, #101
Plain� eld, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza 
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauli� ower crust!(Crust made o�  site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 9/30/20

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is happening 
rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to have daily 

lunch and dinner specials. � e normal carry-out and delivery options will be 
available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling the store. 

� ank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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*WE FOLLOW CDC GUIDELINES FOR COVID-19

Do you have 
questions 

about 
senior health 

insurance?

This year with COVID-19, it is more important 
than ever to make sure your program meets 

your health insurance needs.

For your safety, interviews will be no contact, using 
only electronic, telephone, or in person in a sanitized 

office, with masks / gloves, screens and social 
distancing for all seniors. *

Make sure you are making the 
right choice!

CALL NOW TO DISCUSS 
YOUR OPTIONS

317-373-7273 OR 317-991-0083

Means and Associates  
will be glad to help!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

To the editor: 
As the COVID-19 cases in Indiana see 

a spike, they’re also seeing increases all 
around the world, and as the coronavirus 
rages around the world, I think about how 
we’re all fortunate enough to live in the 
United States, a developed country with nu-
merous resources that can be equipped to 
fight this virus.

We’re fortunate, suffering losses every 
day, but fortunate. We’re certainly not at the 
disadvantage that millions of other people 
who are already living in developing nations 
and suffering from poverty are being hit 
even harder by COVID-19 than we are.

Some may ask, “Why should we go out 
of our way to help foreign nations through 
COVID-19 when we can barely handle it 
ourselves?” 

Consider this: I am a supporter of The 
Borgen Project, a nonprofit that fights pov-
erty and educates on the issues related to 
it. Anyone educated on the issue of poverty 
can tell you that nations living in poverty 

are much weaker to a number of threats, in-
cluding radical terrorist groups. 

It’s no coincidence that some of the 
world’s most threatening nations are also 
among the poorest. Impoverished people 
struggle to rise up against these powerful 
groups when they’re already fighting hun-
ger and other ailments, and the outbreak 
of such a powerful disease as COVID-19 
will weaken them even further. It is in the 
United States’ best interests to put this same 
energy forward to help developing nations 
fight against COVID-19.

When Congress next moves to pass an 
emergency supplemental for the Interna-
tional Affairs Budget (the program through 
which the United States funds foreign aid), 
they must include support for fighting COV-
ID-19 around the world. To protect our coun-
try and those in poverty, it’s time for us all to 
call up senators Mike Braun and Todd Young 
and let them know what they must do.

Paige Hankins,
 Borgen Project Ambassador, Avon

We are lucky to live in the U.S. during 
the COVID-19 pandemic

VIEWS

PUBLIC AUCTION 
Lawson Auction Gallery 
1280 East Main Street 

Danville, Indiana

MONDAY - SEPTEMBER 14TH - 10:00 AM
ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE 

GLASSWARE - COLLECTIBLES - PRIMITIVES 
TOOLS - LAWN & GARDEN 
UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!!

Owners: Several Consignors 
Auctioneers Note:  10% Buyer’s Premium.

For more info & photos visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629 - Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138 
1280 E. MAIN STREET ∙ DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122 

(317)745-6404 ∙ FAX (317) 745-7810 
Visit our web site: http:// www.lawsonandco.com
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Beagle bites with man’s best friend: 
Barney’s adventures in television

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

EDITORIAL

COVID-19 stats don’t 
account for overdoses 
for those left without 

resources 
According to the Hendricks County 

prosecutor’s office, drug abuse over-
dose deaths have increased by 56% 
over this time last year. Last month, 
the prosecutor revealed some other 
shocking statistics in a post on Face-
book. 

There’s a statewide increase of 60% 
in the use of Naloxone, the drug ad-
ministered to counter the effects of an 
opioid overdose. 

Of course the pandemic, specifical-
ly the shelter-in-place order, affected 
all disadvantaged groups: the elderly, 
people with compromised immune 
systems, the disabled and immigrants. 
However, those with substance use 
disorders who were on track to re-
cover relapsed badly. Their challenges 
included inability to continue treat-
ment, the loss of recovery meetings 
and shut down visitations with chil-
dren. Social isolation caused much of 
the difficulty.

The Centers for Disease Control cre-
ated a specific fact sheet for addicted 
people related to pandemic. It said 
there could be heightened urges to 
use substances during the shelter-in-
place orders.

The ICON applauds the efforts of 
the Hendricks County prosecutor’s 
office to punish those who sell drugs, 
while seeking alternative sentences 
for low-risk addicts. One of the most 
successful programs is the Hendricks 
County Drug Court. 

This is one of seven “problem solv-
ing” courts established by the Indiana 
Supreme Court that addresses spe-
cial needs that the courts were not 
able to handle. This court focuses on 
outcomes. It is a new method to su-
pervise offenders and their substance 
addictions. 

Judges meet regularly with pro-
gram members to hold them account-
able and to offer encouragement 
when they achieve their court-as-
signed goals. The court’s Facebook 
page posts photos of graduates from 
the program.

These increased deaths were need-
less and another casualty of the pan-
demic that won’t be recognized in 
numbers of COVID-19 deaths, but the 
virus was just as responsible.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

  The Town of Plainfield was named 
one of the top 10 Indiana towns in 

Indiana with the most stable housing 
markets in a recent analysis by New York 
financial technology company SmartAsset. 
Stability was measured by the average 
number of years people stay in their homes 
and the percentage of homeowners with 
negative equity.

   The sidewalk expansion in Avon 
along Avon Avenue and County 

Road 150 S in front of Avon Middle School 
South should be complete by early 
November.

  Avon Superintendent Scott Wynd-
ham discussed new guidelines for 

returning to school if students have had 
symptoms of COVID-19. Avon High School 
returns to full in-person learning Sept. 18. 
Visit this channel to watch: youtu.be/
H5vX9g06GQI.

   Beasley’s Orchard in Danville created 
their annual corn maze to salute 

healthcare workers. The maze, complete 
with the Hendricks Regional Health logo, 
says, “Thank you for your relentless 
dedication.” 

A Brownsburg Fire Territory train-
ing prop dummy was stolen from an 

acquired structure. This is a valuable train-
ing tool used to train to remove victims 
from dangerous situations. Return it to any 
Brownsburg Fire facility, no questions asked. 

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …

In Hartford, Conn, it’s illegal to collect “rags, paper, 
glass, old metal, junk, cinders or other waste matter 
in the city” without a license.

STRANGE LAW

“The greatest glory in 

living lies not in never 

falling, but in rising 

every time we fall.” 
— Nelson Mandela

QUOTE

By Dick Wolfsie

Here are some of my favorite stories 
about Barney, my beagle buddy who ac-
companied me on 2,700 remote shoots for 
WISH-TV from 1991 until 2003. With one ex-
ception, I have no video evidence of these 
adventures, but who could forget them?

Dirty dog
Barney’s first few months on TV in the 

early ’90s resulted in a call from a local vet-
erinarian who specialized in pet behavior 
issues. Barney’s chewing, howling and dig-
ging amused my audience but not my wife. 

“Does he have to be bad at home, too?” 
she asked me. 

The vet offered to take Barney for a day 
or so, to try to curb these destructive habits. 
I agreed to this if Dr. Sampson would do a 
follow-up session and appear on my show 
one morning on my front porch. 

This resulted in a classic segment. 
While the good doctor explained Bar-

ney’s training, the naughty hound dug up 
an entire rose bush in our landscape bed, 
splattering the vet with mud. Find this epi-
sode on YouTube.

Search and rescue
If someone called with an idea for a seg-

ment and it involved dogs, I was all ears 
(and nose). In l996, a hunter wanted to 
demonstrate how his pack of hounds could 
track a raccoon scent to a tree. 

After the dog owner spread an artificial 
coon scent on the ground, I followed the 
path with a piece of pepperoni. The two 
aromas separated after 50 yards, one going 
to the right toward a tree and the other to 
the left ending at a picnic table where I had 
deposited the tasty treat. The segment be-
gan, and we released all the dogs. 

Sure enough, the coon hounds followed 
the coon scent, and Barney parted compa-
ny with them, ending up with a nice meaty 
breakfast. That was live TV, one take, no 
do-overs.

Fowl behavior
In the fall of ‘95, for about the zillionth time, 

Barney scurried out a door during a live TV 
segment. He was on the loose somewhere in 
Greenwood, following his nose. I called the 
Greenwood police and asked them to keep 
an eye out for the little miscreant. 

About 40 minutes later, a police car 
(lights and siren turned on) pulled up to my 
remote location. There, sitting in the police 
car next to the officer, was Barney…in two 
sets of handcuffs. Why? According to the 
officer, he had gone into Kroger on the way 
home, and there was Barney in the store 
with a barbecue chicken in his mouth. He 
got arrested for stealing a chicken!

They kill ants, don’t they?
Barney would eat anything. It’s a beagle 

trait. One night I heard rustling in the kitch-
en and went downstairs to discover Barney 
chomping on one of those aluminum ant 
traps that can be slid under the fridge. Bar-
ney used his paw to extricate the trap and 
was enjoying its sweet flavor, the poison 
dripping out of his mouth. I threw him in 
the car and rushed to the animal emergen-
cy hospital. The veterinarian recognized me 
and led us inside. 

“He ate two ant traps,” I stammered. “Will 
it kill him?”

“Oh, Mr. Wolfsie,” said the doctor, “they 
don’t even kill ants.”

Belly laughs
Like people, dogs generally don’t relish 

getting caught in the rain. Barney was no 
exception. One morning at the annual Indi-
ana State Fair balloon race, Barney escaped 
from my car and minutes later was caught 
in a major downpour. 

One of the flight organizers was stand-
ing in the middle of the field assessing the 
weather and weighing the decision wheth-
er to call off the race. This guy had the big-
gest pot belly I had ever seen. There was 
Barney, hiding under the man’s protruding 
tummy and walking along with him as he 
made his way around the infield. To borrow 
a dog’s favorite expression, Barney was “dry 
as a bone.”

And now, all my television stories have 
come to an end. Thanks again to everyone 
for watching over the years.

Letters to the editor policy: The ICON will consider verifiable letters of up to 150 
words. Letters must be thoroughly vetted prior to submission. The ICON retains the 
right to reject and return any letter it deems to carry unsubstantiated content. The 
ICON also retains the right to edit letters but not their intent. Send letters to connie@
icontimes.com. Writers must include a hometown and a daytime phone number for 
verification. Guest columns: policy for guest columns is the same as the aforemen-
tioned, but the allowable length is 240 words. Guest columns should address the 
whole of ICON’s readership, not simply special interest groups, and may not in any way 
contain a commercial message. 
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By Amanda Gargano 

Your spine is the literal 
backbone for your health, so it’s important 
to keep it healthy. Our central nervous sys-
tem controls every cell in our body, and a 
variety of health issues can happen when 
our spine cannot support our central ner-
vous system. 

Like mother al-
ways said, sit up 

straight. 
Slouching while 

sitting can cause lig-
aments in our spine 
to stretch more than 
they’re supposed to, 
putting a strain on 
the spine. In today’s 
world, the majority 
of the workday can 
be spent sitting at 
a desk in front of a 
computer or tablet, 
which can lead to 
neck and back pain. 
Here are some things you can do to help:

• Position your computer or tablet 
screen in a way to keep your head level 
and in line with your torso.

• Keep your hips and knees level.  
• Relax your shoulders.
• Keep your elbows close to your body 

and bent at a 90-degree angle. 
• Remember to take breaks to stand or 

walk. 
Lift with your legs.  

When lifting heavy objects, we all know 
how easy it can be to strain our backs. 

Remember to bend from your legs, not your 
waist to pick up objects. Keep your feet 
shoulder-width apart for a sturdy base and 
lift slowly.

Stay active and maintain a healthy 
weight. 

Whether you visit the gym, walk, bike or 
swim, being active 
helps reduce the 
risk of lower back 
pain. Along with 
being active, it’s im-
portant to maintain 
a healthy weight. 
An excess amount 
of weight can add 
stress on the spine 
and create or in-
crease back pain. 

Don’t ignore pain 
in your spine. While 
it’s common to have 
back pain occasion-
ally, if the pain con-
tinues or becomes 

worse, schedule an appointment with your 
doctor. We don’t expect a car to run prop-
erly unless we take care of the engine, so we 
can’t expect our bodies to either unless we 
take care of our spine.

You’ll feel fine with  
a healthy spine

NUTRITION

Amanda Gargano is a nurse practitioner 
at IU Health West Hospital’s Back & 
Neck Center. Contact the office at (317) 
963-7746.

We don’t expect a car 
to run properly unless 

we take care of the 
engine, so we can’t 

expect our bodies to 
either unless we take 

care of our spine.

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: 
Types: CAPE COD, COLONIAL, COTTAGE, 
RANCH, TUDOR, VICTORIAN; Crops: 
CORN, HAY, SOYBEANS, TOMATOES, 
WHEAT; Locations: BLOOMINGTON, INDI-
ANAPOLIS, KOKOMO, RICHMOND; Toms: 
CRUISE, HANKS, SELLECK; Words: RELAX-
ATION, REST; Winner: SATO

Puzzles & Answers
ON PAGE 24

4 6 3 2 9 7 1 5 8
9 5 1 3 8 6 4 7 2
8 2 7 1 4 5 3 6 9
5 7 6 9 1 4 8 2 3
2 4 8 6 5 3 7 9 1
1 3 9 8 7 2 6 4 5
6 8 5 4 3 9 2 1 7
3 9 4 7 2 1 5 8 6
7 1 2 5 6 8 9 3 4

A T M S A F E S U N C U T
MA RI ON N U R S E P U R S E
S A T A G A P E S T A N D
S L E E P N Y P D M B A S

M A R K S A M E
D E S O T O N A G N A G
I C E T D I A P E R A R A

N A V E S CA RM EL T I B E T
E S E H A N S E L B O N E
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M O B Y C U S P
W H I P S O P H S C H W A
N E P A L U S A G E A I L
B L A R E T A R O T MU NC IE

A D D T O H T T P S P E N
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EVENTScalendar

September
11 Friday
Evenings in Ellis Concert
7 p.m. Ellis Park, 600 E. Main Street, Danville. 
Wanted: The Bon Jovi Tribute Band in con-
cert at the amphitheatre. Bring chairs, blan-
kets, picnic baskets. Free. Food vendors and 
Indy Beer Taps on site.

11 Friday
Celebration of Service Ribbon Cutting
8-9 a.m. Friendship Gardens, 850 S. Center 
St., Plainfield. Grand opening of Celebra-
tion of Service Plaza, to honor the men and 
women who work for the Plainfield Police 
Department, Plainfield Fire Territory and the 
Hendricks County Communications Center. 

11 Friday 
Sunset at the 9-11 Memorial Brownsburg
7:59 p.m. 350 N Green St, Brownsburg. Sun-
set service of remembrance.

11, 18, 25 Fridays
Critter Feeding Time
11 a.m.-12 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N, 
Avon. Join the naturalist and help feed crit-
ters. Pre-register at wtp.recdesk.com.

12 Saturday
Main Street Plainfield Historic Walking 
Tour
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Plainfield Friends Meeting, 
105 S. East St., Plainfield. Visit and learn the 
history of 22 Plainfield properties. $10/in-
dividual; $15/couple. Tickets at Eventbrite.
com or call (317) 658-7756. 

12 Saturday
Brownsburg Blues & BBQ
1-8:30 p.m. Arbuckle Acres Park, 200 N. 
Green St., Brownsburg. Barbecue, musical 
acts, beer and wine garden. 

12 Saturday
Puppy Pool Party
10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Splash Island, 651 Ves-
tal Road, Plainfield. Dogs can swim. Small 
dogs,10:30-noon; large dogs, 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Bring vaccination records, costume contests 
and prize raffles. $10/dog. Proceeds to Hen-
dricks County Humane Society. Call (317) 
839-7665. Pre-registration recommended. 

FAITHONFOOD

WHERE I DINE

Jordan Brouillard, Plainfield 

Where do you like to dine? I enjoy 
going to Brew Link. 

What do you like there? Obviously, 
their beer is delicious, but their 
avocado chicken wrap is delicious. 

What do you like about this place? 

I enjoy their trivia 
night on Tuesdays 
and how you can 
always go there 
and see familiar 
faces.

Brew Link Brewing 
4710 E. U.S. 40, Plainfield

by Faith Toole

AN OPTION

The Singing Crust 
1753 E. U.S. 40, Clayton

Many have taken advantage of 
more time at home to bake, especially 
banana and zucchini breads. Others 
have supported local farmers market 
vendors like The Singing Crust for 
fresh baked goods. 

Recently, I stopped by their 
storefront located in Clayton. You 
walk in to the aromas of freshly made 
bread. Emily Cline and her staff bake 
Tuesday-Saturday, offering fresh 
items. 

I walked out with jalapeño cheddar 
artisan bread and chocolate chip 
challah, plus an almond croissant, 
pecan bar and blueberry scone. 
Missing in the photo was a cinnamon 
roll. It was beautiful and yummy! 

We know you look to Faith on Food for new spots to try tasty food and drinks around Hendricks 
County. Like many things during the COVID-19 pandemic, restaurant openings have slowed 
during this time. Instead of every issue, foodie expert Faith Toole will write her column for the 
first two issues each month for the ICON until restaurants return to full operation. 

Pineapple jalapeño margarita 
Ingredients: 3/4 cup 
tequila marinated 
with pineapple, sliced 
jalapeño, 1/8 cup triple 
sec, 1 T lime juice, 3/4 
cup sour mix, garnish 
with sliced lime 

Directions: Fill the shaker full of ice. 
Add ingredients, shake and pour. 

Garnish. 

Tacos and Tequila on Main 
1502 N. Main St., Speedway

BEHIND THE BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. Follow 
on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter  
@FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

12, 13 Saturday, Sunday
Family Mystery Camp-Out
3 p.m. Saturday-11 a.m. Sunday. Pecar Park, 
5203 E CR 150 N, Avon. Join in the camping 
fun and help solve a mystery. Theme: Murder 
of the High Wizard! Campsite firewood, pre-
packaged s’mores and wizard activities pro-
vided. Cost: $30. Tickets at wtp.recdesk.com.

12-13 and 19-20 Saturdays, 
Sundays
Family Camp Out
Check-in 2-4 p.m., check-out by 11 a.m. 
McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Road, 
North Salem. Rustic overnight camping at 
the park. McCloud will provide campsite, 
fire, s’mores, continental breakfast and the 
park. $30/campsite, up to six people. Regis-
ter by Sept. 8 for first weekend, by Sept. 15 
for second; hendrickscountyparks.org.h

16 Wednesday
Suicide Prevention in the Churches Panel 
Discussion
8:30-10 a.m. Washington Township Park 
Pavilion, 435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Discuss 
aspects of suicide among church congrega-
tions. Register at caretochange.org.

17 Thursday
Honeybee Club Meeting
6:30-8 p.m. Hope Community Church, 3350 
N. Ind. 267, Brownsburg. Learn about the 
importance of honeybees and how to be a 
beekeeper. David Hocutt will speak about 
wintering preparations.

18 Friday
Summer Movie Night
7 p.m. Arbuckle Acres Park, 200 N. Green St., 
Brownsburg. “Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalk-
er.” Bring a blanket or chair, or stay in the car 
and tune to 102.9 FM.

19 Saturday
B&O Bicycle Tour
7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Williams Park, 640 S. Locust 
Lane, Brownsburg. Choose, 12-, 25- or 50-
mile loop. $30 for 19 and older; $25 for 13-
18; free for 12 and under. Lunch included. 
Register at botrail.org.

19 Saturday and 25 Friday
Pond Exploration
1-2 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E CR 150 N, Avon. 
Search for frogs, insects and wildlife. Pre-
registration required at washingtontwp-
parks.org. 
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Virus X and how it affects  
the shade-loving hostas

GARDENING By John 
Chapin

A few years ago, a friend 
asked me to check out one 
of her hostas that had some 
rather attractive green streaks 
and splotches on the previous-
ly solid gold-colored leaves. It 
was one of three in a clump of 
the same variety but definitely 
stood out with wildly different 
variegation. She was excited 
and loved the exotic look, but I 
had the unfortunate responsi-
bility to tell her that she’d have 
to dig it up, put it in a plastic 
bag and throw it in the trash 
because her hosta had been in-
fected with the dreaded hosta 
virus X. 

Since it first showed up in 
1996, nursery owners and 
breeders have destroyed 
large numbers of hostas to help prevent 
the spread of hosta virus X (HVX). Up until 
then, with the exception of slugs and fo-
liar nematodes, hostas had generally been 
considered pest free. Interestingly, early on, 
some hostas with the disease were actually 
propagated, named and sold for their “inter-
esting” foliage. 

The principal means of infection is the 
spread of sap from an infected plant by con-
taminated hands or tools. There is no evi-
dence of insect transmission, but feeding by 
rabbits, deer or slugs might vector infected 
plant sap from plant to plant. 

Early signs of infection include blue or 
green colored spots on the gold part of hos-
ta leaves, giving it a mottled appearance. 
Leaves might appear lumpy. Other plants 
develop brown spots and twisted leaves. 
Generally speaking, if a hosta leafs out dra-
matically different from previous years, it’s 
almost certainly HVX. All hosta cultivars 

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

can become infected, but gold leafed ones 
seem the most susceptible. 

There is no chemical treatment, so as 
soon as a plant shows symptoms, it should 
be removed and destroyed. Do not compost 
the plant, but dispose of it in the trash to a 
landfill. Clean and sterilize any tools used to 
remove the plant. 

It was originally thought to be easily 
transmitted from plant to plant, quickly 
infecting extensive plantings of hostas. For-
tunately, this has proved to not be the case. 
Just be vigilant.

Happy Gardening.

6319 E. US Hwy 36, Suite 211, Avon, IN 46123
www.hendrickscountycf.org | 317.268.6240

To learn how you can help, visit www.hendrickscountycf.org.

HCCF’s Phase 1 Response 
to COVID-19

Total Grants
$270,938

Number of Grantees
55

Number of Funds
Awarding Grants

20

Number of Donations
152

Number of Donors
120

Average 
Donation

$790

Hendricks County Senior Services
“Thanks to HCCF’s Rapid Response Grant, HCSS was able to purchase 
protective equipment for employees, expand food delivery, and host Virtual 
Senior Center programming. Support from HCCF is keeping seniors safe and 
at home!” - Helee Adkins and Marina Keers

Hendricks County 
Food Pantry Coalition

Assisted 13,500 
households

Family 
Promise

Prevented Homelessness 
for 255 families

Avon Education
Foundation

Supplied 1,000 students
with backpacks

                 317.843.3800 | THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG
 

/CPAPRESENTS

Scan this code to 
purchase gift certi�cates

Plants affected by hosta virus X should be dug up and thrown away. 
Signs include discolored leaves on gold-colored hostas and brown 
spots or twisted leaves. (Photo by John Chapin)
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Seek wisdom from above to 
carry you along life’s journey
DEVOTIONAL

SACRED SPACE

By David Kaneversky

Today I need wisdom. 
Some would say wisdom is “better de-

scribed then defined,” and that is what the 
apostle James is trying to remind us in this 
passage. 

In James 3:13-16, the author states what 
wisdom is not…jealous, selfish ambitions, 
boastful, etc. Then in verse 17 of James 
chapter 3, we see what wisdom is. 

First of all, wisdom is from “above,” which 
is a reference to heavenly wisdom. God 
wants us to have wisdom that comes from 
above. James reminds us that if we want 
wisdom, we need to ask God. (James 1:5). 

This wisdom is essential if we are to live 
a life that honors God. It enables us to go 
through trials of life and daily discernment 
needed in this faith journey, especially dur-
ing these challenging days. 

But what does wisdom look like? James 
tells us wisdom is “peaceable,” the idea of 
one that is ready for peace even after much 
suffering. 

Then we have the word “yielding” that is 
defined as not insisting on every right. 

Then he uses the words, “open to reason.” 
The opposite of reason is obstinate. 

“Good fruit” is next, indicating fruit that 
is good inwardly compared to outwardly 
good deeds. 

Next is “not being divisive” that is shown 
by treating each other equally with pure 
opinions and actions. 

Remember this wisdom is from above, 
and wisdom physically came down and was 
exemplified in the life of Jesus who kept ad-
vancing in it (Luke 13:54). It was manifest in 
his childhood (Matthew 13:54) and guided 
his life (Matt 11:19).  

As you look into the mirror of God’s word 
and the mirror of your life, do you have 
heavenly wisdom? If not, turn to the one 
above and the Bible for wisdom. Boy, do we 
need wisdom from above.

What is Operation Round-Up? 
Operation Round-Up is a voluntary fundraising program 
that allows members to “round up” their bill to the nearest 
dollar amount. The spare change (never more than 99 
cents) is used to benefit the community. Funds collected 
are donated to local charities and non profits in the 
Hendricks Power service area. 

www.hendrickspower.com/roundup 

or by calling (317) 745-5473

FREE SMART PLUGFREE SMART PLUG
Enroll in Operation Round-Up for a

ENROLL NOW!ENROLL NOW!

* While supplies last!

What is a Smart Plug? 
A Smart Plug connects to your wifi and allows you to have 
better control of your energy usage. By downloading the 
app to your smartphone, you can also use it to:

Control your devices with Alexa and Google Home

Set schedules and timers remotely

Use your smartphone as a remote

Increase your home’s efficiency

David Kaneversky serves as an Elder and 
Administrative Pastor at the Bible Church 
of Brownsburg. For more information, visit 
bcb.church or call (317) 852-7475.

$500 OFF 
any purchase  

of $25.00 or more*
*One discount per purchase. Not valid with other discounts or offers, previous 

purchase, sale items, birdfood, petfood, gift certificated, gift cards, or Daily Savings 
ClubTM memberships. Valid through 9/30/20 at the WBU Avon Station location.

Like we have for the last 18 years, 
we’re ready to serve you once again

We can’t wait 
to see you  

once again!

Our business hours are: Monday–Saturday: 10am – 7pm  |  Sunday: noon–5pm 
Visit us online at avon.wbu.com for curbside service or call (317) 272-0780.   

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, we request that you wear a mask for 
in-store shopping.  Or, you can scan the QR code at the bottom of this ad using 
your smartphone and shop on-line. 

Wild Birds Unlimited 
Avon Station Shopping Center

317-272-0780
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BRINGING HOPE
Hendricks County’s volunteer Mary Lofton serves people and canines 

Compiled by Catherine Myers

When Mary Lofton is out and about in Hendricks 
County, she’s likely serving others. A resident of Hendricks 
County for 15 years, she is the wife of well-known WTHR 
weatherman Chuck Lofton. The pair met while studying 

radio and television at Southern Illinois University. They 
have three grown children, Tim, Paul and Phillip. 

Now retired, Lofton volunteers with service canines at 
Indiana Canine Assistance Network (ICAN) in Indianapolis 
as well as Hope Healthcare Services in Avon. The non-
profit organization that offers low-cost, quality healthcare 

will have its Stories of Hope Gala Sept. 26. The event will 
honor organizations that bring hope to Hendricks County.

Lofton is also a member of The Rotary Club of Avon, 
Bible Study Fellowship and Kingsway Christian Church.

For her service throughout Hendricks County, Lofton is 
the September 2020 ICON of the Month.

What do you consider your greatest virtue? Patience, great patience.

What do you most deplore in others? Ah, a wise person once told 
me that if you’ve got a problem with some behavior (in others) 
it probably means you have a problem with it yourself. So, I 
plead the fifth. 

What do you like most about living in Hendricks 
County? I love the people of Hendricks County, and I 
love the fact that I’m in the country but in 10 minutes I 
can be at Meijer.

If you had to live elsewhere other than in 
Hendricks County, where would it be? There’s 
a little patch of family land, some woods outside 
my hometown of DuQuoin, Ill., and I’d build a 
cabin there.

If you could begin life over, what would you 
change? Sure wish I’d majored in education.

If money were no issue, how would you 
spend it? Some schools, my church (how 
do you figure a tithe, one-tenth, if “money is 
no issue”?) and some of my favorite charities 
would get a windfall.

What makes you happiest? Not what — 
whom — my sons and daughters-in-law, good 
friends, my dog, Senator. So, spending time with 
them.

What is your favorite vacation spot? We just got 
back from Mackinac Island, so right now, it’s my favorite.

What do you do with idle time? I love to get lost in a 
good book.

What is it that makes you angry? What was it? Wait don’t 
tell me…Aw, dang it, I hate it when I can’t remember what I 
was going to say.

What do you do to escape from reality? I need 
to escape it?

What or who is the greatest love of your 
life? My husband of almost exactly, to the 
day, 41 years, Chuck Lofton.

Which living person in Hendricks County do you most admire? 
Chuck. He’s a sincere Christian and the son of blue collar workers. 

Ever since he was 12 years old, he has known that he wanted 
to be a broadcaster. He’s gone from radio news reporter to 

Channel 13 weatherman, and has successfully adapted 
through all the changes. 

What is the quality you most like in a man? A quick, 
appropriate sense of humor — that’s another thing I 
admire about Chuck. 

What is the quality you most like in a woman? 
Appropriate sense of humor.

What is your greatest extravagance? I usually 
don’t get extravagant unless it’s gifts for my 
kids and friends, and I go nuts in the general 
merchandise aisle at Aldi.

What are your fears, phobias? 
Confrontation and cockroaches. 

What has been the happiest time of your 
life? Some of my best memories were when my 

sons Tim, Paul and Phil were little and when I was 
coaching competitive speech at Ben Davis and 

Covenant Christian high schools.

Which talent would you most like to 
possess? Man, I would love to play the 
cello. I’ve never touched one, though.

What do you most value in your friends? I 
value joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness 

and self control. 

Which historical figure do you most identify 
with? Although there are many I admire, I suppose I’d 

identify with Medieval monks or St. Julian of Norwich: They 
were paid (I guess not paid — but it was their job) to pray all 
day, meditate, worship God and do the best they could for 
as many people as possible.

What is your greatest regret? I was able to coach 
speech teams, but I wish I’d majored in education and 

been a speech teacher.

What tenet do you live by? “All shall be well, and all manner of thing shall 
be well,” credited to St. Julian of Norwich.

ICON of the Month
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& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE
70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509

www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available

Huge End of Summer Sale Going on Now!
50%-60%-70% OFF

30% Off Special Orders!
Choose Indoor and Outdoor Comfort That fits Your Lifestyle!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.


