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Plainfield police mourn the loss of K-9 Colt
Plainfield police officers are mourning the 

loss of police dog K-9 Colt.
The 4-year-old brown Labrador retriever 

died on Aug. 24 due to complications from 
an extended terminal illness, according to 
Plainfield police.

K9 Colt started his service for the town 
of Plainfield in 2017 and worked alongside 
Plainfield Police Officer Chris Johnson, his 
partner and handler. He was an explosive 
detection dog.

The community may come to the police 
station lobby and write words of encour-
agement for Johnson and notes of gratitude 
to Colt for his service that will be placed in 
this book for Johnson to keep.
Read more at: myhcicon.com/plainfield-police-

mourn-the-loss-of-k9-colt

COMMUNITY
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Hendricks County Garden Club celebrated the anniversary 
of women’s right to vote with online event

One hundred years ago, women’s suffrage 
was a controversial idea that even some 
women opposed. Fighting for the right to 
vote included courage, hard work and lots 
of activism. 

On Aug. 26, 1920, Indiana ratified the 
19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 
finally giving women the right to vote. Indi-
ana was the 26th state to adopt it. 

To mark the centennial, the Hendricks 
County Garden Club celebrated with a free 
Zoom discussion that featured retired ex-
ecutive director of the Indiana Commission 
for Women, Sharon Langlotz.

“We’ve been encouraging people to 
plant their 2020 gardens in the colors of the 
movement — purple, yellow and white,” 
said Deloris Elza, president of the Hendricks 
County Garden Club. 

The Hendricks County chapter has plant-
ed flowers of those colors at the Plainfield 
I-70 rest stop. 
Read more at myhcicon.com/votes-for-women

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

Local women marked the 100th anniversary 
of women’s suffrage in Indiana with an online 
discussion Aug. 26. (Photo provided by the Hendricks 
County Garden Club)

Plainfield Police Department K-9 officer Chris 
Johnson gets a kiss from Colt while he shows him off 
to onlookers last summer. (Photo by Rick Myers)
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Brownsburg Town Council 
prefers 0% increases  

for firefighters

WHAT HAPPENED: The Brownsburg Fire Territory budget was discussed, and by 
a unanimous consensus sent a message to the fire territory executive committee 
about a preferred budget that had no money for raises.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council adopted an annexation ordinance and rezoned the 
41.5 acres at the corner of Main Street and County Road 625 E. from agriculture to 
R3 high-density single family residential.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a declaration as the fiscal body for the 
Brownsburg Public Library for the purposes of annual budget review and binding 
budget adoption.

WHAT IT MEANS: Council member Jeff 
Gracey is the appointed representative to 
the Brownsburg Fire Territory executive 
committee, which consists of the Brown and 
Lincoln township trustees, in addition to a 
representative of Brownsburg. The territory 
was given a deadline of Sept. 1 to submit an 
approved budget to the town. According 
to the interlocal agreement signed in 2002, 
the fire department budget is a line item in 
the town’s overall budget. The agreement 
also gives the town the ability to override 
the vote of the executive board and declare 
a budget. 

At the last meeting of the BFT executive 
board, the board split on two budget 
submissions. One budget gave the 
firefighters a 2% raise. The other flatlined 
the salaries for 2021. In order for a budget 
to be submitted, the executive board 
must unanimously agree. Gracey favored 
the flatlined budget, and the other two 
members voted for the raise.

Gracey asked the town council for 

guidance and suggested the town declare 
an emergency and approve the flatlined 
version of the BFT budget. Gracey said he 
favored the version of the budget with no 
raises because it was prudent based on the 
lack of clear guidance on revenues.

“As a town, we took austerity measures,” 
Gracey said. “I think austerity measures are 
proper for the BFT at this time.”

Because the deadline had not passed, 
the town council did not vote to declare an 
emergency. The council voted unanimously 
to prefer the flatlined budget as a message 
for the township trustees that this was 
going to be the budget whether the BFT 
executive board approved it or not.

“Even if the BFT approved a budget, it 
still has to come before this body (town 
council) for approval, which we can 
determine if we want to accept it or not,” 
Gracey said. “I don’t have any confidence 
that the township trustees and the council 
representative can come to a consensus on 
the budget.”

WHAT IT MEANS: This parcel at the corner of West Main Street and Northfield Drive is 
being developed by Silverthorne Homes for 75 homes on the property. The annexation will 
take place in 30 days. The zoning change was approved every step of the way.

WHAT IT MEANS: This is pursuant to a new state law that gives the town council the 
authority to deny or approve the library’s budget if the tax revenue exceeds 150% of the 
certified budget. The law specifies the town council as the fiscal body if more than 50% of 
assessed value are contained within town limits. Library director Denise Robinson said the 
150% triggering event is unlikely to happen and isn’t happening for the 2021 budget.

Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Brownsburg Town Council met Aug. 27 for a regular meeting at Brownsburg Town 
Hall. All council members were present. The council meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth 
Thursdays each month at town hall, 61 N. Green St. Meetings are streamed live and archived 
at brownsburg.org. The next regular meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Sept. 10.

COMMUNITY

317-272-7700
oakcreationsofavon

US 36 between Dan Jones & 267
Across from LKQ “Pick Your Part”

Oak Creations

We also 
offer custom 

pieces 
and offer 

alterations!

Dining, Entertainment, Bedroom, Occasional Tables
AMISH FURNITURE
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Danville Town Council hears 
purchasing ordinance, makes 

commission appointment 

WHAT HAPPENED: Danville Police Department’s new code enforcement officer 
Blaine Rout was introduced.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council had the first reading of an ordinance to establish 
a $475,000 bond to purchase new vehicles and other equipment for the police 
department. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Council president Tom Pado appointed Jill Howard to the town’s 
plan commission. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a resolution to dispose of surplus 
property belonging to the Plainfield Police Department, administration 
department and development services department.

WHAT IT MEANS: Rout will ensure enforcement of town rules and regulations that protect 
the health, safety and welfare of the town’s citizens as well as protect property values and 
the environment.  

WHAT IT MEANS: The police department plans to purchase 10 new vehicles and related 
equipment at the end of the year. Current vehicles were purchased in 2015, are approaching 
the 100,000-mile mark and are beginning to break down. Other equipment includes sirens, 
radios, lights and computer equipment that will need to be installed in the vehicles.  

WHAT IT MEANS: The $6 million bond will pay for improvements and extensions to its 
current sewage system. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Howard takes the place of Cody Sheets who stepped down from the 
position. 

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met Aug. 19 at Danville Town Hall, 49 N. Wayne St. The next 
meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Sept. 2. Council meetings can be viewed on the town’s 
YouTube channel following the meeting. 

5530 E. US Hwy 36
Suite 100

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Buy One Drink get  
a Short Drink  
(of equal or lesser value) 

FREE 
Expires 9/30/20

ICONICbriefs
Danville Troop 301 to have drive-thru ham stand

Danville Boy Scout Troop 301 will 
hold their 62nd annual ham stand 
fundraiser Labor Day weekend. The 
troop will only offer a drive-thru 
option and sell whole or 1-pound bags 
of sliced ham cooked and roasted 
in their special homemade sauce 
24 hours a day starting at 11 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 4, until the meat runs out. 
Support the troop Friday-Monday 
at Mower Zone, 1120 W. Main St., 
Danville. Cost is $50 for a whole ham, 
$10 for 1-pound bags. All ham is 
boneless due to the meat shortage 
and the supplier only producing 
boneless hams. In 2019, Daniel 
Hazelton and Noah Silvers helped 
man the roaster. (ICON archive photos) 
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By Gus Pearcy

When Tina and Jeff Gracey and Kristin Ferklic saw the 
mood throughout the country shift from support to anger 
toward law enforcement, they decided to show local offi-
cers they support them. The trio formed a rally at Browns-
burg Town Hall that happened Aug. 22.

“None of us had ever done anything like this before,” 
Jeff Gracey said. “We were pleasantly surprised that we 
had such a great turnout.”

Gracey estimated at the beginning of the rally, with the 
presentation of colors, invocation and kickoff speeches, 
about 100 people came. Food truck vendors also served 
event goers at the gathering that lasted until 2 p.m. 
Crowds dwindled after the initial events.

Organizers were concerned about the current negative 
environment concerning officers.

“I just wanted to make sure that the people that put 
the uniform on every day, that we see in the grocery store 
and at the gas station, at school events and sporting 
events, understood that their community is behind them,” 
he said. “It was not meant to be a political statement or 
anything of that nature, just community members getting 
together to thank the (law enforcement officers).”

This rally was not in response to the Black Lives Matter 
Rally earlier in the summer. Gracey and his wife attended 
in support of that event and said they were interested to 
hear what the participants had to say.

Gracey spoke with officers from the Brownsburg Police 
Department and the Hendricks County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, and he thinks they appreciated it, but the rally was 
certainly not something they expected.

The organizers were approached by some politicians 
who wanted to campaign at the rally or put up signs, but 
they were asked to not turn the event into something po-
litical. Organizers might consider another rally down the 
road to show continued support for officers if they feel it’s 
needed.

“I think they need to know that we appreciate what 
they do,” he said.

Back the Blue rally shows support for law enforcement

Danville Police Department  Sgt. Brian Everling is hanging up his 
full time job after 37 years, but he will remain on the force part 
time. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

The Hendricks County Honor Guard presented the colors at the Aug. 
22 Back the Blue event in Brownsburg. (Photos by Rick Myers)

Back the Blue attendees came to show their support of law enforcement. Organizers estimated about 100 people gathered early in the event.

Indiana State Sen. John Crane from Avon spoke to those in 
attendance at the Back the Blue rally Aug. 22 in Brownsburg.
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By Stephanie Dolan

While many sporting events run 
without fans in the stands in 2020, this La-
bor Day weekend race fans and Hendricks 
County residents will hear the familiar roar 
of the drag racers and motorcycles zooming 
down the track, and some will have a seat in 
the stands to watch the DENSO Spark Plugs 
NHRA U.S. Nationals, part of Lucas Oil Race-
way’s 60th year of events. 

“It’s that race that everyone loves to go to 
and everyone loves to be at and everyone 
wants to win it,” said Avon’s Amy Johnson, 
wife of Top Fuel Dragster and Funny Car 
driver Tommy Johnson Jr., who goes by TJ.

Behind the scenes is a little-told story 
about a group of Hendricks County women 
who have built a fierce friendship and sup-
port each other thanks to sharing a title: 
wife of a drag racer. 

The racers and their wives consider them-
selves as one big, chosen family.

“It doesn’t matter what side of the ladder 
you fall on, we build each other up,” said 
AnnaMarie Krawiec, a Danville resident mar-
ried to Eddie Krawiec, a Pro Stock Motor-
cycle racer for Brownsburg-based Vance & 
Hines Racing. “If one is struggling with race 
day, we try pushing them. My husband, if he 
loses a round and his teammate is up, then 
he’s there cheering them on. We’re a big 
family that helps each other out.”

The support goes beyond just the 
track.
“Everybody’s busy, especially when you 

have kids,” said Billie Brown who is married 
to Antron Brown, Top Fuel drag racer for Don 
Schumacher Racing in Brownsburg. He has 
won the 2012, 2015 and 2016 NHRA Top Fuel 
World Championships.

With the accolades 
come time on the 
road. 

“Your husband is 
gone, and you’re home 
with the kids, and you 
don’t have time for 
very much socializa-
tion,” said Brown whose 
husband was named 
NHRA driver of the decade Dec. 31 and has 
been racing since they became a couple in 
1998. “With that comes a great common un-
derstanding that should a race wife or family 
need anything, everyone is ready to jump in 
because everyone knows what it takes. There 
may be wives out there that I do not know, 
but if anything were to happen, I guarantee 
those wives would jump in.”

Like those who have filled the historic stands 
of Lucas Oil Raceway for six decades, the spous-
es also send up prayers for safety in a sport 
where danger is part of the excitement.

“I don’t worry about the safety portion of 

it,” said Tanya Hines who lives in Avon and is 
married to Andrew Hines, Pro Stock Motor-
cycle racer for Vance & Hines Racing. “He’s 
been racing and riding motorcycles since 
long before I met him.”

The mother of three focuses on the 
mood of the team because that affects her 

husband’s safety and 
sometimes the race 
outcomes. 

“They’re obviously 
very competitive,” 
Hines said. “The Safety 
Safari, which is the 
team of folks prep-
ping the track, don’t 
just stay at the track in 
Indy. They travel with 

the NHRA. They have the same team of safe-
ty professionals. It’s very comforting know-
ing that the Safety Safari are there. They’re a 
top notch group.”

Unlike Hines, Krawiec “100%” worries 
about her husband on his motorcycle, al-
though it’s less of a concern than when he 
started.

“What he has under him is powered by 
himself and his team,” said Krawiec. “I worry 
more about riders in other lanes coming 
across that line. I just want everybody to get 
from point A to point B safely.”

As Lucas Oil Raceway 
marks 60 years of racing, 
these Hendricks County 

wives share their behind-
the-scenes stories and bond

Getting to know  
Tanya Hines 
Town of residence: Avon
Family: Husband, Andrew; three kids: 
Ryon, 20; Declan, 10 and Genevieve, 3
How do you give back to HC? We 
try to be very involved in the schools 
that our kids are in, always volunteer-
ing and helping out in the schools. 
Both Andrew and Eddie have visited 
schools on career days.  
What is your favorite track mem-
ory? It would probably be this past 
year at the finals. Andrew won the 
championship this past year. It should 
have been an easy win. A series of ex-
tremely unlikely events all had to fall 
into place at the end of the day, even 
though he didn’t clinch it fairly easily. 
It was a lot of pacing and fretting all 
day, and we got to celebrate at the 
end of the day.”

Getting to know  
Billie Brown 
Town of residence: 
Brownsburg
Family: Husband, 
Antron; three kids: 
Arianna, 18; Anson, 16 
and Adler, 12
How do you give 
back to Hendricks 
County? Our busi-
ness is here. We go to 
school here. We live 
here. We go to the 
grocery stores here. 
We dine out here. I’m kind of a homebody. We utilize 
everything that Hendricks County offers.
What is your favorite track memory? My husband 
has some pretty exciting wins that I got to watch on 
TV. I was able to be there when he received his first 
championship in Pomona, Calif.

Getting to know AnnaMarie Krawiec 
Town of residence: Danville
Family: Husband, Eddie; two children, Kayden, 10 
and Chase, 1 
How do you give back to Hendricks County? By doing 
volunteer work and donating clothing to local shelters.
What is your favorite track memory? That would be 
at Old Bridge Township Raceway Park where I met my 
husband.

Getting to know  
Amy Johnson
Town of residence: 
Avon
Family members: 
Husband, Tommy; 
son Logan, 19
How do you give 
back to Hendricks 
County? TJ does vol-
unteer at some Riley 
events. He goes out to that and does stuff with the 
kids. There’s a Riley bowling tournament, and I go. 
They also have an auction, and we go and bid and 
help to raise money.
What is your favorite track memory? I think my fa-
vorite is just getting to meet the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation families. My very first race I went to was in 
Vegas, and TJ granted a wish in Las Vegas. To see that 
side of it and what it means to them, that would be 
my favorite.

DENSO Spark Plugs 
NHRA U.S. Nationals

When: Sept. 3-6
Where: Lucas Oil Raceway,  

10267 U.S. 136, Indianapolis
Tickets: nhra.com/schedule/2020
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Safety off the track for drivers, crews and 
spectators is of heightened importance this 
year with COVID-19 precautions in place. 
Even with limited attendance, fans will still 
travel from all over the country to see the 
U.S. Nationals.

For the fans, it’s more than about who 
crosses the finish line first.

“I think one of the unique experiences 
they get at this race is that so many of the 
professional drivers usually have open hous-
es to allow people to come in and enjoy the 
shops and how they build their cars,” Brown 
said. “Usually, Northfield Drive is very, very 
busy.”  

It’s also about bringing families togeth-
er, and that boosts the Hendricks County 
economy along the way, filling hotels and 
restaurants with race teams and fans.

“The thing that stands out most in my 
head is that so many racing teams and fami-
lies are here, and it’s so much of a family at-
mosphere out at the track,” Hines said. “Even 
the races for the kids, you get the sports-
men coming from all over the Midwest and 
the country. It definitely brings in lots of 
people that influence where they stay and 
where they eat.”

TJ Johnson, who also works for Don 
Schumacher Racing, drives the Riley Hospi-
tal for Children car.

“They have some of the Riley families 
come out and let the kids see part of that. 
It’s a really cool experience for them and the 

families,” said Johnson. “You can go to the 
pits and meet the drivers. There’s no other 
sport like that.”

The U.S. Nationals is also a premier event 
for Hendricks County race fans and draws 
scores of locals to the stands, Kraweic said. 

“It’s a great facility, always clean,” she said. 
“It just draws everybody from around the 
country. People from overseas even come to 
race at this track.”

Cleanliness will be key this year as race-
goers flock to Lucas Oil Raceway during the 
coronavirus pandemic, but it’s not deter-
ring diehard fans or race families. With two 
events already complete in 2020, LOR is 

taking safety precautions from tem-
perature checks to sanitation sta-
tions.

“Right now it doesn’t matter that 
COVID(-19) is taking place,” Kraweic 
said. “It’s a big national event, and 
everybody wants it. It’s really the 
Super Bowl of the NHRA.”

The wives may be busy trackside 
and with their families, especially La-
bor Day weekend, but there are still 
dinners out, backyard barbecues in 
and pushing each other to grow in ar-
eas including fitness.

“Billie recruited me several years ago, 

ON THE COVER: Hendricks County racing wives Amy 
Johnson (left), Annemarie Krawiec, Billie Brown and 
Tanya Hines, support each other on and off the track. 
(Photo by Dave Gansert)

along with a bunch of other racers’ wives 
and girlfriends, to run a half marathon at 
Disneyland,” Hines said. “All the ladies ran 
a half marathon on Saturday morning, and 
then we all went to the Pomona Race Track 
to see the men run the race.”

Amid the pandemic, the wives look for-
ward to seeing their husbands race in the 
U.S. Nationals to bring some sense of nor-
malcy to 2020.

“We’re thankful we still get to be on the 
track,” Brown said. “I know we have a maxi-

mum amount of fans who 
can come to the track, 

but I encourage ev-
eryone to watch it 

on TV ‘cause that 
supports us just 

as much.”
 

With the spotlight on their drag racing husbands at the DENSO Spark Plugs NHRA U.S. Nationals, these women 
cheer them on from the sidelines but also have a tight bond on and off the track supporting careers, families 
and health. (Photos by Dave Gansert)
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Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb speaks to Republican on Aug. 22  at the Hendricks County 
4-H Fairgrounds and Conference Complex during the Hendricks County Republican 
Party’s Reagan Day Dinner. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

Gov. Eric Holcomb speaks at Hendricks County Republican Reagan Day Dinner
By Gus Pearcy

As Hoosiers head to the polls this fall, they not only 
will be casting their vote for president, but also local 
elections, including Indiana governor.

Republican incumbent Gov. Eric Holcomb was the 
main attraction at the Hendricks County Reagan Day 
Dinner Aug. 22 hosted by the county’s Republican 
party. 

The ICON was granted an exclusive interview with 
Holcomb before his appearance. 

Question: First off, I want to ask, how are you do-
ing?’

Answer: (The governor laughed.) I feel like I ought 
to lay down to answer that question.

We’re doing good. We are fortunate to have a very 
charitable, generous state with very talented, commit-
ted Hoosiers that step up in sometimes the most cre-
ative ways but certainly in all the needed ways.

Q: Is this pace different from last year? I know 
you’re busy all the time as a governor, but is this a 
different pace, or is there a different feel?

A: Well, certainly there is a different feel, for sure. But 
to put it in perspective, the Indiana Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, the jobs that we go out and try 
to recruit, in 2016, in my predecessor’s last year, they 
brought in 20,320 jobs through the IEDC. Yesterday, 
we were at 19,199 so far this year. We’ve got some 
time left.

It just shows you that we had a lot of momentum, 
we’re busy. In 2017, we broke the (2016) record. In 

2018, we broke that record. We have already gone past 
the total four year job commitments through the IEDC 
earlier this year. So, we’re at more than 100,000 (jobs). 
We’re just as busy, but people have had to adjust to a 
new way of doing business.

Q: Is there one piece of information that you’d re-
ally like to know concerning the pandemic?

A: I’d love to know when we’re going to have a vac-
cine that was approved and worked. I’d love to know 
when therapeutics are going to be online. Mine are 
more in general.

What I’d like to know is how to connect with some-
one to convince them to care as much about their 
neighbor as they do themselves and not be careless 
and help us slow the spread so we get through this. 
So, we figure out how to operate while we’re in this 
uber-contagious season.

Other subjects discussed with Holcomb include 
how the Indiana economy is bouncing back. Car deal-
ers have asked the governor to help get the steel 
industry back online so they can make products. Beer 
brewers need more aluminum to make cans. Homes 
are selling, and there’s been an 8% increase in home 
building permits across the state. 

Concerning his recent address on racism and equity, 
Holcomb shared his thoughts on the defund the po-
lice protests in parts of the country.

“They need more, not less,” Holcomb said. “Defund-
ing the police would be counterproductive to make 
sure our communities are peaceful.”
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EVENT SAFER DURING COVID-19: FACE COVERINGS MUST BE WORN WHEN UNABLE TO MAINTAIN 6 FT. SOCIAL DISTANCING. LEARN MORE AT BROWNSBURGPARKS.COM 
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE! ORDER TODAY FOR 
CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires 10/15/2020

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 10/15/2020

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

Sales for kid’s masks soar in 
Hendricks County with students 

back to the classroom
By Lindsay Doty

On the 2020 back-to-school list next to 
the pre-sharpened pencils and odorless dry 
erase markers was a newcomer: kids masks. 
The need for the required face coverings 
for students attending in person continues 
as parents see the need to have enough to 
cycle them through wearing and the wash-
ing machine.

Parents and students are rushing to make 
sure they have enough protective gear for 
the daily mask requirement while sellers are 
trying to keep up with demand.

“We can’t keep them in stock. We run out 
every day. People keep coming in and ask-
ing if we have them,” said Nick Walters, man-
ager at Team Sports in Brownsburg, his fam-
ily’s business. “Last week we got so many 
calls for them. They sold out the day we got 
a new shipment in.”

Managers of the shop that does embroi-
dery and screen printing for team uniforms 
and schools were reluctant to restock the 
masks, thinking they sold most of them dur-
ing the early days of the pandemic, but they 
say the demand is higher than ever with lo-
cal students returning to class. 

“We are happy to get business. It’s get-
ting some foot traffic, and we are thankful 
for that after all we have been through,” said 
Walters who has two sons who attend Avon 
Community School Corporation. “My oldest 
son is a senior. It’s such an important year. 
He wasn’t thrilled about the mask but made 
sure it matched his outfit.”

From larger online retailers to Etsy types, 
the search for the right mask is in full swing.

Arianna Brown, who learned to sew from 
her mom, has been taking custom kid mask 
orders. She sells her masks at Michelle’s 
Boutique in Brownsburg and takes orders 
through her Instagram @Arianna.Celeste.

“The last few weeks have had the most 
back to school requests. Kids are requesting 
mostly sports-themed masks with school 
colors, along with a ton of princess and 
Minecraft prints,” said Brown, 18, who start-
ed sewing and selling the masks as a side 
hustle during the pandemic. 

“I’ve been making the masks and sav-
ing the profits for college his fall,” said the 
Brownsburg High School graduate.  “It has 
really helped me out because my summer 
jobs were no longer due to COVID-19.”

The latest trend in local stores and boutiques are masks like these sold at Team Sports in Brownsburg with 
logos like the Brownsburg Bulldog or cute designs to match outfits. Local retailers have seen an uptick in 
sales since students headed back to the classroom. (Photo provided by Team Sports)

Proceeds go to benefit Avon and Hendricks County youth.

Tickets are $40 each or 2 for $70

Cartlidge Barn (at the fairgrounds)
1900 E Main St • Danville, Indiana, IN 46122

For more information, contact Kerry Tuttle at 317-691-5564

Enjoy an evening of music, friends, Enjoy an evening of music, friends, hors d’oeuvres, hors d’oeuvres, and wine all for a great cause.and wine all for a great cause.

proudly presentsproudly presents 

September 24, 2020  • 6 to 8 p.m.

The 3rd Annual

Available through any Avon Kiwanian as well as available to order online
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bordeaux-burgundy-and-boones-farm-

at-the-barn-tickets-116613709745
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Staff report

Beasley’s Orchard in Danville hosted its first Sunflower 
Festival the last two weekends in August. 

“We have about 5 acres of sunflowers that will be in 
bloom during the Sunflower Festival,” said Jim Finley, 
Beasley’s agritourism manager. “This majestic setting is a 
great backdrop for photographs and is a pleasing scene 
for families to be outdoors while enjoying one of the 

many gifts provided by mother nature. Sunflowers are 
a late blooming flower, so they represent the transition 
from summer into fall.”

The team saw an added opportunity when they no-
ticed how picturesque the sunflowers looked. 

“This is the third year we have had the sunflowers, and 
we realized looking at it that people might enjoy this,” 
Finley said.

Sunflower Festival draws Hendricks County residents to field

Beasley’s Orchard held their inaugural Sunflower Festival over two weekends in August for guests to walk through the fields and clip their own flowers to take home. (Photos by Eric Prichett)

Eve and Carol Miller walked through Beasley’s Orchard in Danville 
to clip their own sunflowers. This was the first time the orchard 
opened their field of more than 4 acres of flowers to guests. 

In addition to the sunflowers, Beasley’s also had their general store open, a kids bounce area and festive snacks for purchase.
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CALCULATED EFFORT

Fellowship trained in sports medicine, 
Dr. Emily Cha sees sports medicine and 
general orthopedic patients.
Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400

Danville’s lone senior starter 
the voice of experience  
on girls soccer squad

By Mike Beas

Danville’s girls soccer team consists mostly of 
underclassmen, which makes the Warriors’ lone senior 
starter kind of, well, stand out.

Not that defender Hailey York necessarily minds.
The responsibilities that come along with being a 

leader have helped York grow in ways she might not have 
thought possible while playing for the Warriors squads earlier 
in her career.

“I really had to take over the leadership position 
for us this year. It takes work,” said York, one of her 
team’s three 12th graders, along with backups 
Emily Trambaugh, a forward, and midfielder 
Audrey O’Neal. “I’m more of an introvert, 
but I’ve been doing it with grace.”

York aspires to one day work as a 
statistician, though she admits her 
wanting to major in mathematics 
in college could take her career 
in any number of directions. 
She carries a 3.94 grade-
point average at Danville, 
ranking 19th in her class 
academically.

Her calculated approach 
to life on the pitch helped 
earn her second-team 
All-Sagamore Conference 
status at the end of 
the 2019 season. The 
Warriors claimed the 
league title with a 
spotless 7-0 record and 
finished 10-6-1 overall, 
losing to Greencastle, 
1-0, in the first round of 
the Class 2A Crawfordsville 
sectional.

Danville coach Sean Adams graduated a 

surplus of talent from that team but is glad York is among his 
returnees.

“For Hailey, it’s more about the positive mindset,” said Adams. 
“We have two freshmen and a sophomore on the backline with 

her, so it’s about keeping them positive. Hailey has been 
there long enough, and that makes her credible with 

the younger kids. That onfield leadership is pretty 
important.”

York did a Q&A with ICON:

Q: How long have you been playing soccer, 
and what was it that got you interested in 
the sport?

A: I was in third grade, and I think my parents 
(Shane and Jennifer) got me and my brother 

(Brady) to go in that direction. I’m 
not the most athletic person in 

the world, so it’s gotten me 
out of my comfort zone and 

broadened my social circle.

Q: What responsibilities 
go along with being 

your team’s only senior 
starter?

A: I feel as if I have 
eyes on me all of the 

time. On the field, at 
school and outside 

of school, too. I looked 
to that guidance when 

I was younger from my 
older teammates.

Q: What are your plans after high 
school?

A: I really want to go to Rose-
Hulman and major in mathematics 
and computational science. The 
small, private-school setting would 
be really, really good for me. My 

grandpa (Robert York) was an IRS 
agent, and before he passed away I 
would bring my AP stats homework 
to him so that he could help me. It 

was more of a bonding thing.

Notables
Compiled by Mark Ambrogi

Luke Lacey caught two fourth-quarter 
touchdown passes in from Ben Easters 
in host Brownsburg’s 30-24 overtime vic-
tory over Cincinnati St. Xavier in an Aug. 29 
game televised by ESPN2. Brandon Burks 
scored the winning TD on a 1-yard run. Ca-
leb Marcus ran for 90 yards, including a TD, 
in a 38-7 rout of Ben Davis Aug. 21.

Danville first-year football coach Jayme 
Comer won his first game with a 21-7 vic-
tory over Franklin Aug. 21. Warriors quarter-
back Kale Payne completed 23 of 27 passes 
for 164 yards and three TDs.

Danville’s Kyra Clark was the medalist 
with a 39 in five-way golf tournament Aug. 
26. The Warriors placed second.

Walker Dorsey scored both goals in Dan-
ville’s boys soccer team’s 2-1 victory over 
Northview Aug. 22.

Rory Teel and Mya French each scored 
two goals as the Danville girls soccer team 
topped Warren Central 4-0 Aug. 28. French 
scored four goals in the team’s 6-0 rout of 
Covenant Christian Aug. 19.

Brownsburg tennis team captured the 
John Shirley Invitational Aug. 29. For the 
Bulldogs, winners were Petra Petrovic at 
the No. 1 singles, Ben Bayler and Ean Alex-
ander at No. 1 doubles and Sam Dziadosz 
at No. 3 singles. The Bulldogs edged North 
Central 3-2.

Brownsburg’s Quinci Thomas had 23 kills 
in a three-game sweep of Center Grove Aug. 
22. Junior Kendall Meller had a career-high 
19 kills in the Bulldogs’ sweep of Western 
Boone Aug. 24.

Brownsburg’s boys soccer team  beat-
Southport 6-3 Aug. 29. Grant Porath, Na-
than Heyen and Max Harris each scored 
two goals.

Grace Crawford delivered two goals in 
Brownsburg’s 5-2 victory over Chesterton 
Aug. 22. Kylie Conrad scored two goals in a 
win over Mishawaka Marian later that day.

For accomplishments about HC athletes, 
email mambrogi@icontimes.com
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FRANCISCAN PHYSICIAN NETWORK SPECIALISTS

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

FranciscanDocs.org

PHIL A. 
BLANEY, MD 

Sports Medicine 
Specialists

Schedule today
(317) 781-1133

TIMOTHY  J. 
SHOEMAKER, MD 

Diabetes & Endocrinology
Specialists

Schedule today
(317) 865-5904

315 Dan Jones Road • Plainfield, Indiana

SYCAMORE
PRINTING

~
Business Solutions

has moved to the Annex on the main 
campus of our parent organization, 

Sycamore Services, Inc. 
934 Sycamore Lane 

Danville, Indiana 46122

• Business Cards 
• Letterhead & Envelopes 
• Business Forms & Invoices 
• Brochures & Invitations
• Newsletters & Booklets 
• Large Format 
• Graphic Design
• Content Writing 
• Mailing Services & MORE!

SAME GREAT SERVICE

WE ’VE MOVED!WE ’VE MOVED!

SycamorePrinting.net 
317-271-7700 / 317-745-5456 

sycamoreprinting@gmail.com 
Hours: M-F, 8:30am - 5pm

HISTORY finds
Conservo steam cooker

Hendricks County Historical Museum is now open, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays or by ap-
pointment for groups at hendrickscountymuseum.org. Docent/guides will wear masks, and masks 
will be provided for guests.

By Marty Carter 
Hendricks County Museum board member

This Conservo steam cooker, used in 
many early 20th century homes, can 
be found in the early 
kitchen at the Hendricks 
County Historical Mu-
seum. The cooker was 
designed to sit on one 
burner of a gas, coal or 
wood burning kitchen 
range. With water put in 
the copper pan at the 
base, it worked much 
like today’s pressure 
cookers. Almost any-
thing could be cooked 
in the Conservo. Extra 
shelves could be added 
to cook an entire meal 
on one burner. 

Probably the most common use of the 

cooker was for home canning. As many 
as 16 jars could be processed at once, 
and the best part may have been that it 
did not heat up the kitchen like tradi-

tional methods. Plus 
it took less water, less 
fuel and less effort. The 
housewife could lay po-
tatoes and ears of corn 
on top of the jars and 
have vegetables pre-
pared for dinner while 
finishing the canning. 

The tube seen at the 
top is a whistle, which 
would sound when the 
water in the copper boiler 
pan evaporated and more 
needed to be added. 
Some of these are still in 

use by lucky home canners who inherited 
them from mothers or grandmothers. 
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Large St. Malachy Country Fair  
2020 canceled; smaller  

parish/family event planned

THE TEAM AND THE DREAM

We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

COMMUNITY

Hendricks County’s Insurance Agency

Our support of community is paramount to who we are.
Thank you for 40 years!

7378 BUSINESS CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 100 • AVON, IN 46123   •   (317) 272-1010   •   FAX (317) 272-8085   •   Email: Ralph@MantoothInsurance.com Ralph Mantooth Wade Mantooth

Danville Tri Kappa’s Fair 
on the Square:

When: 9 a.m.- 6 p.m. Sept. 12, 10 
a.m -4 p.m. Sept. 13

Where: Danville’s Historic Court-
house Square

Cost: Free, vendors selling items.

By Lindsay Doty

The St. Malachy Country Fair will look dif-
ferent this year. The large-scale weekend 
event known for its carnival rides, games, 
food tents, raffles and large crowds had to 
be canceled due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. The fair held every September on 
the St. Malachy Catholic Church property 
in Brownsburg typically attracts crowds of 
10,000 people. Organizers knew it wouldn’t 
work during a pandemic. 

“As much as the committee discussed and 
strategized, it became apparent there just 
did not seem to be a safe means to carry 
out the Country Fair, as we knew it, in 2020,” 
Country Fair committee chairman Beatrice 
Bursten said in a letter to parishioners.

Instead, the church is planning a smaller-
scale parish and family Hog Roast for Sept. 
19. The roast will be done on the field to 
allow more room for social distancing. The 
smaller gathering (as of print time) will in-
clude some live music and limited food and 
drink tent menu. The three popular events 
from the Country Fair will still happen, in-
cluding the reverse raffle, silent auction and 
the grand raffle.

 “We’re just trying to bring some hope 

and joy into the lives of parishioners by be-
ing able to do this for them on a smaller 
scale,” said Sean Danda, pastor of St. Mala-
chy Parish in Brownsburg. 

The St. Malachy Country Fair has been 
the biggest fundraiser for the church. It has 
brought in between $80,000 to $95,000 in 
recent years.  Like so many other fundrais-
ers, the scaled-down version will impact 
numbers. 

“We saw this coming, so we cut as much 
out of budget as we could. So, it will affect 
things,” said Danda.

“I would just say, I think every church and 
charity is hurting and needs your generos-
ity, but we also are people of faith and trust-
ing that God will work things out for us,” he 
said. 

St. Malachy Catholic Church recently re-
turned to its regular in-person mass sched-
ule with masks and spaced seating. Some 
parishioners still choose the virtual worship 
option. 

The 2020 Country Fair would have been 
the 47th consecutive year for the Country 
Fair following the Sesquicentennial Anni-
versary celebration year of the St. Malachy 
Catholic Church.

Tri Kappa Fair on the  
Square event gets  

the green light in Danville
By Lindsay Doty 

Danville’s Fair on the 
Square planned for the 
weekend of Sept. 12 in the 
Downtown Historic Square 
will go on as scheduled. 
The event plans were re-
cently approved by the 
Hendricks County Health 
Department. They include 
having booths spaced 10 feet apart and markings for socially-dis-
tanced lines for COVID-19 precautions. 

“It is really exciting we got approved. It would have been a lot eas-
ier to just not do it, but I thought it was worth the work to do for our 
community so they have something to do for fall before it gets cold 
and we have to stay in,” said Tri Kappa event chair Kris Dodson. 

While some vendors said they will not be returning due to the pan-
demic, she says many were enthusiastic. 

So far, about 70 vendors have committed to the event, including 
unique craft booths like Game On Cornhole Boards that sell custom-
built cornhole boards and WaldenMade woodworking, known for 
some of their patriotic-themed wood and metal pieces.

“For these people, this is their livelihood to make money. They are 
really excited to come to and sell their products,” said Dodson.

Fair on the Square raises around $5,000 for Tri Kappa scholarships 
that go to Danville High School seniors who live in the community. 
They also give grants in the fall and spring. 

“Having this event means 
more money coming into the 
community,” Dodson said.

Fair on the Square will 
also include food vendors 
like barbecue and grilled 
cheese. 

Roman Numerals

174174 The number of 
students Brownsburg 
Schools reported who 

had quarantined in the first three weeks 
of school due to exposure to COVID-19. 
In an email to district parents Superin-
tendent Jim Snapp said all cases were at 
the high school and the district evaluat-
ing classroom layouts to further spread 
out students in classrooms to reduce the 
number of students who must quaran-
tine for 10 school days. The cases at BHS 
caused 5 to 31 students to quarantine at 
home, Snapp’s letter said. 

“All of the quarantined students who 
were eligible to return to school have re-
turned to school on time,” the letter said. 
“The COVID positive students have re-
turned to school on schedule, with none 
being hospitalized. Through our contact 
tracing, there is no evidence to indicate 
that any of these students caught COVID 
through contact at school.”

“Even with the possibility of being 
quarantined, a student is going to be in 
school 170 out of 180 school days com-
pared to a hybrid model of in person 
school for 90 days or less,” the letter said.  
“We are committed to an in-person mod-
el as we believe it is the most effective ap-
proach to teaching and learning.”

Richard 
Payne and 
his son 
Paxton 
from Avon 
hold their 
hands up 
during a 
spin on 
the Ferris 
Wheel at 
the 2019 
Danville’s 
Fair on the 
Square. 
(ICON file 
photo)

Instead of holding the traditional St. Malachy Country Fair fundraiser like this one in 2019, this year the 
church will have a members-only hog roast. (ICON file photo by Faith Toole)

Plainfield mechanic talks Indy 
500 victory from pit lane

By Lindsay Doty

Brad Wright calls his 2020 Indy 500 experience “sur-
real.”

The 40-year-old car guy from Plainfield was the lead 
mechanic on the winning IndyCar driven by Japanese 
champion Takuma Sato.

Wright works for Brownsburg-based Rahal Letter-
man Lanigan Racing (owned by 1986 Indy 500 winner 
Bobby Rahal, former Late Show host David Letterman 
and Mi-Jack co-owner Mike Lanigan).  

While it was a second-time 500 victory for the team 
and Sato, it was a first for Wright. One he will never 
forget.

“I still can’t figure out how to put it into words,” 
Wright said.

The 104th edition of the Greatest Spectacle in Rac-
ing was run for the first time in history without fans 
in the stands on the delayed Aug. 23 date, due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Wright described the empty 
grandstands at a race that has been the largest single-
day sporting event in the world, “eerie” but said the 
team was laser-focused on the car and the job.

Most of the day went smoothly for the crew of the 
Honda-powered racer.

“I change the outside front tire,” he said. “We had 
a big impact moment about three-quarters into the 
race. We had a pit lane contact with Alexander Rossi’s 
car and we were nervous. That was a high-stress mo-
ment, and we were running good all day.”

Fortunately, the team didn’t need to make a repair. 
“It’s easy to lose a race in pit lane,” he said.
But they didn’t. The team, the driver, the car: It all 

worked. Sato earned his second Indianapolis 500 
championship, holding off Scott Dixon before the 
crash that ended the excitement of the race, sending it 
into a yellow caution.

While the race didn’t come with a classic finish with 
anticlimactic-end due to the caution, it was a sweet 
victory for the Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing team.

The masked hugs and celebrations were unforget-
table.

“Sato is a first-class human being, I just want to say 
that,” said Wright. “It doesn’t get any better than this.”

Wright got lots of claps from his Hendricks County 
family. He even called his grandmother from pit lane 
to wish her a happy 85th birthday.

“It (the win) has really meant more to my family 
members,” he said. “My dad was really proud.”

Wright grew up around the Speedway before mov-
ing to Plainfield when he was 9. His early IMS memo-
ries as a kid include rounding up aluminum cans 

outside IMS to scrounge up enough cash to buy his 
baseball uniform.

“When I was a kid It never occurred to me I would 
be able to be down working for those guys inside,” he 
said. 

Wright learned to fix cars as a teenager. His dad 
“taught you once” and then he was on his own. Wright 
was hooked. After graduating from Plainfield High 
School, he went to aircraft training school and learned 
to fix planes but he eventually returned to his love for 
cars.

He’s been a mechanic since 2005 and has worked in 
a number of Indy 500 races.

While the 2020 Indy 500 may have been a bust for 
many, for Brad Wright, it was a win.

There wasn’t much time for celebration. The day af-
ter the 500, the team headed back to the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway where 
the car was broken down for a techni-
cal inspection. He said the team then 
reconstructed it for the next race at 
Gateway Motorsports Park. 

Plainfield’s Brad Wright celebrates the win at the 104th Running 
of the Indianapolis 500. Wright worked as the lead mechanic 
on the winning car driven by champion Takuma Sato. (Photos 
provided by Wright)
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Where Hendricks County Business Comes First

Meet Hendricks 
County’s new 
economic 
leader

PAGE 4Brian Bilger

Magician sees 
livelihood 
disappear

PAGE 10
Daniel Lusk

StateBankofLizton.com

Now is the best time to refinance your mortgage
With historic low interest rates, now is the best time to refinance. By doing so, your monthly payment may be 
significantly lower – which in turn will free up some extra cash.* To learn more, call 765.483.6397 and ask for 
Gretchen, Michelle, or Vicki. They’ll be happy to assist you and even help you through our online application. 

* Loans subject to credit approval.

 ‘A business in our back yard’
Finally, long-time Hendricks County residents and philanthropists, Nick and Kaye York, playing in  
local business space with the recent purchase of York Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Plainfield.

Page 8

Avon to get a new fire 
station near 100 N.  
and 900 E.

PAGE 7
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Humor:  The ickiness of birthdays in an age of social media
By Gus Pearcy

August is my birthday month. To be hon-
est, I never stop celebrating me 24/7/365. I am 
a big believer in the imposter syndrome. This 
month, I’m a psychologist analyzing your fears 
and lack of motivations.

Yet, birthdays in an age of social media are 
strange affairs. It’s not that I don’t appreciate 
the well wishes. I do. I don’t understand why 
we make such a big deal out of something that 
happens beyond our control.

OK, sure, I guess I made it this long, I must 
be doing something right to maintain a beat-
ing heart. But it isn’t that difficult. My heart 
will tell you I don’t help him at all. In fact, he’s 
pretty disgusted at my bacon intake.

Then, these profiles of people I don’t know 
on LinkedIn keep wishing me a happy birth-
day. Sure it’s nice...but slightly creepy. Why 
would you wish me a happy birthday unless 
you were connecting for an ulterior motive?

Let’s be clear: LinkedIn is about networks. 
You know someone who knows someone 
who might need something I have available 
for money. It would be great to know all of 
my connections, but that seems secondary to 
plugging into the matrix of networks.

Wishing someone a happy birthday seems 
harmless. It’s nice, but you didn’t remember 
on your own. A calendar prompt reminded 
you it’s my birthday. LinkedIn even helped you 
write the direct message wishing me a happy 
birthday. 

Trust me, I get the irony of looking a gift 
horse in the mouth. You’re likely yelling at my 
headshot to shut up about birthday wishes. 
You’re right. 

The real irony is how much I depend on the 
digital confetti and balloons. People wishing 
me well for doing nothing but lasting another 
365 days.

One year, I decided I would remove my 
birthday from all online platforms. That year 
only my family remembered it was my birth-
day. OK, only my mom because she had a big 
part that day. I did not like the feeling of be-
ing forgotten, even if intellectually I know it’s 
shallow.

In the end, being recognized, hearing some-
thing nice, even if it isn’t based on your abili-
ties, feels good. I may seem ungrateful, but I 
overthink everything. 

Thank you for all my birthday wishes. And 
happy birthday to you! No, I mean it.

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to 
the Hendricks County Business Leader. He 
may be reached at (317) 403-6485 or  
gus@icontimes.com
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OPINION

Don’t stop communicating
By Susan Rozzi

Last week someone got really mad at me. 
Thankfully, they finally told me why they were 
so mad. I can’t work to fix 
what I don’t know I’m do-
ing. Now the healing can be-
gin. I’m seeing this a lot these 
days. COVID disruptions, 
racial tensions, and so much 
more are pushing people to 
bottle up what they are feel-
ing and resting in their natu-
ral communication style. 

Now more than ever, don’t stop communi-
cating! In addition, learning how you commu-
nicate as well as how others communicate can 
help you go a long way to creating more open 
dialogue. 

Get to know how you take in information.
Some of us are interested in seeing possi-

bilities, meanings and relationships of events 
for the future. We might say, “I have an idea 

to solve world hunger.” While others of us are 
more concerned with observing what is real, 

immediate, and practical. We 
might respond with, “Great. 
But what are we having for 
dinner?” Remember, neither 
style is right or wrong, just 
different.
Get to know how you make 

decisions.
Some of us have a ratio-

nal process of reaching conclusions objec-
tively, logically and analytically. We might say, 
“Based on the information presented, we need 
to go in this direction.” Others of us have a ra-
tional process of weighting values subjectively 
to decide the importance of issues to oneself 
and others. We might say, “I am hearing from 
many sources about this issue, we need to go 
in that direction.” Remember, neither style is 
right or wrong, just different.

Get to know your lifestyle preferences.
Some of us want to plan, organize and con-

trol our environment with clear definitions and 
limits. We might say, “The initial plan has been 
disrupted, we need to make a new plan.” Others 
of us want to understand our experiences and 
adapt to the environment with freedom, spon-
taneity and flexibility. We might say, “Things 
have just changed, let’s fix it.” Remember, nei-
ther style is right or wrong, just different.

As you discover how you communicate, look 
for how others communicate and consider ex-
plaining how you communicate. And, better 
yet, consider adjusting to how they commu-
nicate. Regardless, don’t stop communicating!

Susan Rozzi is the president of Rozzi 
and Associates, a leadership and 
organizational development company 
helping good leaders become 
great. Contact Susan at susan@
rozziandassociates.com.

Here we go 
again...

Gov. Eric Holcomb’s third ex-
tension of the Back On Track 
Stage 4.5 is disheartening. The 
Hendricks County Business 
Leader believes that with the 
proper precautions, the state 
could have transitioned to the 
final stage of reopening, which 
is desperately needed by our 
business community.

It’s not that we don’t have a 
respect for COVID-19. We do. 
We understand that if the dis-
ease spreads rampantly, it could 
be much worse. However, we 
also know our economy con-
tracted too much, the worst 
since the Great Depression. 

Perhaps, Indiana is coming 
back. Holcomb, on the cam-
paign trail, touts the decline in 
unemployment numbers from 
17% during the shut down to 7%, 
and we agree that is important. 

But the long-term effects of 
the shutdown are yet to come.

No doubt, it is much easier to 
make these recommendations 
after the fact. We certainly un-
derstand the unprecedented na-
ture of the situation and lack of 
knowledge with solutions. But 
one thing is abundantly clear: 
The shutdown of the economy 
was too drastic and will be felt 
for many years to come.

The media has already done a 
bang up job detailing the horrors, 
perhaps overstating, COVID-19. 
There will be a certain percent-
age of the population that will 
not re-engage the economy.

What’s worse is the shutdown 
did not work. We are now suf-
fering a significant rise in posi-
tives and still unable to get the 
level of testing and contact trac-
ing to stem the tide of this pub-
lic health emergency.

We ask that you support your 
favorite small business in what-
ever way you feel comfortable. 
Small business owners hang in 
there. We ask the governor to 
reconsider extending Stage 4.5 
past the new deadline of Sept. 
28. It’s not working.

Now more than 
ever, don’t stop 

communicating.



LET US BOOK YOUR 2020 
EVENT OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 

www.4HComplex.org

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds and Conference Complex  
is designed to meet any of your social  
meeting needs:  banquets, meetings,  
seminars or wedding events - we can  

do it all! Our friendly and knowledgable  
staff are ready to make your event  

worry-free and memorable!

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.
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By Jeff Binkley

Whereas virtue signaling has its place in today’s society, it 
should have less standing in C Suites and nowhere on Wall 
Street. 

Before some of you get all huffy and say Binkley’s gone off 
the end of the right winger’s diving board, please note that this 
wasn’t my statement, but my paraphrasing of what Secretary 
of Labor Eugene Scalia wrote in a June 23, 2020 op-ed for The 
Wall Street Journal.  Scalia wrote that pension fund managers 
should focus exclusively on providing benefits to retirees, not 
on supporting environmental, anti-poverty, civil rights, and di-
versity campaigns. 

In other words, if 
you’re a fund manager 
playing politics (or phi-
lanthropist) with the 
pension and retirement 
nest eggs of millions of 
American workers, you 
better knock it off or 
you may find yourself in 
an audit of your invest-
ing practices from The 
Department of Labor.

So what about masks 
and retail sales?  

Much of the data currently remains anecdotal, but there is 
growing evidence that retailers that are forcing their patrons to 
wear masks in their stores are starting to see financial conse-
quence for this constraint.  How much consequence?  That has 
yet to be determined but let me share with you one recent doc-
umented example of the price of past virtue signaling: Target.   

Way back in early 2016, Target, in virtue signaling their pro-
gressive embrace of gender identity issues, imposed a radical 
new bathroom policy on customers. i.e. Use whichever bath-
room you feel like using.  That decision generated a nationwide 
boycott by more than 1.4 million shoppers and resulted in a 
sales decline of 7.2% and an earnings decline close to 10% for 
the 2nd quarter, 2016.  

In 2016 millions of people quit going to Target after their act 
of virtue signaling.  In 2020 a few establishments have fought the 
mighty momentum to require a mask to shop or dine.  They still 
respect their patrons and allow them to make their own decisions 
about their safety and those they come into contact with. 

For the many retailers and restaurants that don’t, what will 
the market impact be for them as many tens of millions reeval-
uate where they will spend their dollars based on mask wearing 
requirements?  The prudent investor will think about this and 
make adjustments to their portfolios accordingly. 

By Lindsay Doty

Setting up his desk and hooking up WiFi, Brian Bilg-
er is getting acclimated to his new office on Danville’s 
Historic Square. Bilger is the new executive 
director of the Hendricks County Econom-
ic Development Partnership (HCEPD),  a 
public-private agency that works to attract 
new jobs and investments to the county. 

He’ll be filling the position that was va-
cated in June by former director Jeff Pipkin 
who took a job with Hoosier Energy in 
Bloomington. 

Bilger comes from Ohio where he’s held 
economic development positions in both 
the Toledo area and Michigan (commuting 
to work). 

“I was ready to take my career to the 
next level,” said Bilger. 

He most recently served as the business develop-
ment manager at the Wayne County Economic De-
velopment Corporate in Michigan. He also worked at 
Detroit Regional Chamber and served as the project 
manager for the Regional Growth Partnership, JobsO-
hio, based in Toledo.

Bilger was also the economic development manager 
of Lucas County, also in Toledo. There, he worked on 
the Cliffs-Natural Resources redevelopment project, 
an iron ore company that invested $700 million-plus to 
build a plant on a vacated site.

He comes to Hendricks County with 18 years of eco-
nomic development experience. 

“The communities are different but economic de-
velopment is pretty much the same state to state,” said 
Bilger. 

“What I love about this area is it’s both rural and has 
major developments,” said Bilger who calls Hendricks 
County a very appealing place.

He was chosen out of a pool of 20 qualified appli-
cants. A 5-member committee narrowed that list to 
three finalists. Final interviews were done by members 
of the executive committee and a representative front 
of the five largest public investors: Hendricks County, 
Plainfield, Brownsburg, Avon, and Danville.

“Brian ended up having the experience and strategic 
thinking that aligned the most with what the board 
was looking for,” said board chair and Hendricks Power 
Cooperative CEO Greg Ternet. He says the process 
included interviews, behavioral assessments, and lots 
of discussions.  

Bilger will lead the existing team that includes 
HCEDP Program Implementation Director Lora Steele 
and Victoria Ross-Frost, business development direc-
tor. This week he’s taking tours to get to know the 

county and its business community. 
“I look forward to becoming a part of the commu-

nity and helping the county promote its 
economic development goals. The biggest 
thing we need to focus on is business re-
tention and I am a true believer in keeping 
what you have in our community,” said 
Bilger.

A new job and a new town aren’t the 
only changes in his life. Bilger says he just 
dropped his only child off at college, help-
ing him move into the dorms at Ohio State 
University.

“It was tough,” said the 47-year old 
hockey dad about the emotional parent 
goodbye. 

With a new chapter ahead, he’ll be focused on get-
ting to know Hendricks County and face the challenges 
ahead in unprecedented times due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

As a good friend and colleague has said ‘you cannot 
fail as an economic developer in Hendricks County’.   
This is true to a degree, but to have the most success 
you have to site the project in a community that is the 
best fit for the project and the community,” explains 
HCEDP board chair Greg Ternet. 

“One of the bigger challenges I see is being able to 
keep harmony with all of the investors in Hendricks 
County; the county, all of the towns, the private inves-
tors and all of the communities that he will serve.  Ev-
eryone has a different level of engagement and differ-
ent needs they need met from HCEDP,” said Ternet.

He says Bilger’s job will be to bring economic de-
velopment to Hendricks County as a whole and work 
to place projects in an area where it will be the most 
successful.  

Brian Bilger graduated from the University of Tole-
do with a bachelor’s degree in business administration. 
He is also a graduate of Heidelberg College, holding

a master’s degree in business administration.

A new address:
The HCEDP team recently moved into a new office 

in Danville’s historic downtown square at the corner of 
West and Main. 

The group relocated from the former HCEDP office 
off US 36 in Avon. 

Program implementation director Lora Steele said 
the group’s lease was up and Danville was a great op-
portunity. 

She’s excited to be in the square and close to com-
munity partners like Visit Hendricks County. 

MONEY MATTERS

Virtue signaling, 
masks and retail sales

MEET BRIAN BILGER
Hendricks County’s new economic leader

Jeff Binkley is the Founder  
and Managing Director of Binkley Wealth Management Group. He 
can be reached at Jeff@thebinkleygroup.com or (317) 697-1618.

Much of the data currently 
remains anecdotal, but there 

is growing evidence that 
retailers that are forcing their 

patrons to wear masks in 
their stores are starting to see 

financial consequence  
for this constraint.

Brian Bilger

“Brian ended up having the experience and strategic thinking  
that aligned the most with what the board was looking for.”  

   — Greg Ternet, board chair and Hendricks Power Cooperative CEO



Bassett Bonus 
 0% interest for 36 months on a  
new heating or cooling system!

Offer ends September 30, 2020
We can’t wait to hear from you,  

we’re all ears!

(317) 839-5877
Visit our web site atVisit our web site at  
Bassettservices.comBassettservices.com    

to see what over 10,000 to see what over 10,000 
customers like you say customers like you say 

about our service!about our service!
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HEATING & COOLING
HEATING & COOLING

FREE DIAGNOSTIC  
with paid repair 

$98 value
Lifetime warranty on select 

replacement parts.  
Offer good only during  
normal business hours.

We’re open for business!
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DON’T MISS! To register, contact Cathy Myers
cathy@icontimes.com or call/text (317) 918-0334

Save the Date!
September 10, 2020
Lunch time: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Cost: $15.00

The Cardinal Shelter
Washington Township Park  
435 Whipple Lane, Avon, IN

A portion of the proceeds to benefit Leadership Hendricks County

2020 Hendricks County Business Leader’s
Women’s Luncheon

KEMPER
 CPA GROUPLLP

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants

Presented by

Networking safely  
through COVID 19
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By Gus Pearcy

Because of increases in emergen-
cy response times, the Washington 
Township Fire Department is building 
another fire station near county roads 
100 N. and 900 E.

Washington Township Trustee Don 
Hodson said the station is critical for 
reducing fire and EMS response times. 
However, it could mean an increase in 
property taxes for township residents 
for operations.

Hodson said the three strategically-
placed stations were always planned to 
be enough coverage. If anything, the 
stations could be expanded with additional firefighters and 
equipment.

That was fine until about two years ago. Avon began to 
see another population boom and the response times were 
beginning to lag as a result. 

New housing developments and a rash of assisted living 
facilities are forcing longer response times. One assisted 
living facility currently under construction will have 300 
units, Hodson said.

“We have eight assisted living units in this township 
alone,” Hodson said. “The assistant fire chief calls Avon the 
Florida of Central Indiana.”

According to experts for a fire, firefighters need to be on 
scene in 4 to 6 minutes. Critical response time for a cardiac 
arrest is 4 minutes. Eighty-three percent of fire department 

calls are emergency medical needs. 
Year over year, the runs are increas-

ing. Last year, there was a 13% increase 
in runs compared to 2-3% increases in 
years past.

Since 2017, the response time has 
slowly increased from 5.5 minutes to 
6.4. Hodson said since the pandemic, he 
has seen reduced traffic. The response 
time is still more than 6 minutes.

A new station just north of C.R. 100 
N. on C.R. 900 E. will have one fire en-
gine and two medics. The township will 
bond for construction costs, however 

ongoing operation will require an increase in the property tax 
levy. Washington Township is at the max levy already.

A new law passed this year allows townships and fire 
territories to increase the tax levy over the maximum by 
15 cents based on population growth. The formula allows 
a 1 cent increase for every percent of population growth 
over a 10-year period. The township’s growth since 2010 
is 21%. So Hodson said the township will ask for the entire 
15 cent increase, but only use half of it for the operation of 
the new fire station.

The proposed increase will increase taxes on an average 
$250,000 home by $97, Hodson said.

All of the increase will go for operations of the new fire 
station and not for the proposed aquatics center called 
Murphy Park, Hodson stressed. Washington Township is 

87% residential.
Property owners who have reached the property tax cir-

cuit breaker will not see any increase.
“The (Hendricks County) auditor tells us that 97% of 

our township residential tax payers or the 1-percenters are 
already at the cap,” Hodson said meaning the money will 
come from other taxing entities, such as the schools and 
the library. “We’re talking about life and property.

“We don’t have a choice,” Hodson added. “Even with 
COVID, we don’t have a choice. We are charged with a 
very sacred responsibility and that’s fire protection for the 
residents of our township.”

Hodson said he hopes  
the station will be  
operational by  
the end of 2021.

Avon to get a new fire station near 100 N. and 900 E.

This map shows the location of the new 
fire station to be built by the Washington 
Township Fire Department. It’s about 10 
acres just north of C.R. 100 N. and C.R. 900 E.
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By Stephanie Dolan

York Automotive casts a wide net across the 
state. Previously, the automotive group owned 
four dealerships in Greencastle, Crawfordsville 
and Brazil. 

They have now purchased a fifth location in 
their hometown of Plainfield. 

“We are excited to welcome the successful 
Westgate team into our family of dealerships,” 
Nick York said in a statement released in August. 
“We are committed to growing our team of great 
employees, customers, and proud to serve the 
Plainfield community.”

York Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Plainfield is 
located at 2695 E. Main St. and will be open six 
days a week, with Monday through Thursday 
hours of 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday and Saturday 
hours of 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

“It’s in our backyard, and we’re very engrained 
in the community,” Nick said. “We support lots 
of efforts within the community. We thought it 
would be great to have a business in our backyard. 
Since we have so many customers here locally, 
naturally it was just a wonderful fit.”

“It’s one that we’ve always admired from afar,” 
Nick’s wife, Kaye, said of the new Plainfield loca-
tion. 

“I’ve lived here for 20 years now,” Nick added. “It 
was one of those things where we said if we ever 
had the opportunity we would buy it.”

York Automotive was founded in 1987 by Nick’s 
father, Bob, who passed away in 2011.

“Nick went to work for him out of college,” Kaye 
said. “He also worked in the dealerships as a kid 
growing up. But he went to work for him full time 
when he graduated from IU.”

Nick majored in public affairs at IU.
“We deal with the public in our car business, 

and the more you can understand the ins and outs 
of the public, the more well-rounded you can be,” 
Nick said.

And dealing with the public is where York Au-
tomotive puts its best foot forward.

“We put the customer first,” Kaye said. “Nick’s 
dad established a motto in 1987: We’re not #1, you 
are. Our business is centered around the custom-
er. We feel that that is what our primary focus is - 
to make sure the customer is treated with respect 
and to make sure it’s a great experience for the cus-
tomer. Whether it’s the service or the sales side, 
we want to make sure that the customer is happy 
when they leave.” 

Kaye said that all this goes deeper than the slo-
gan itself. 

“It is a culture that we create and expect and de-

liver,” she said.
“First and foremost, the town of Plainfield is so 

fortunate to Nick and Kaye expanding their oper-
ation into our community,” Monte Collins of Im-
pact Build and Consult Partners said. “They’re ter-
rific business partners and community members. 
They will truly be pillars in our community. From 
a customer service and operations standpoint, the 
service they provide is just unmatched in the busi-
ness market for the business they’re in. It’s hard to 
believe the extent and length that they go through 
to make a friend and make a customer and retain 
a customer. They treat their customers as if they 
were all close personal friends. Their business ap-
proach is certainly refreshing.”

Collins is currently building a new dealership 
for the Yorks in Brazil.

“He’s a close personal friend and a very good 
customer,” Kaye said.

“I offer remodeling services at each of their 
dealerships and at their homes as well,” Collins 
said. “We’re also customers of theirs and extreme-
ly satisfied. They’re absolutely wonderful people. 
They do business the exact same way that they 
represent themselves personally within the com-
munity and outside the community. Their busi-
ness lives up to the same measures.” 

Living up to those standards includes giving 
back to the community as well.

For several years, Kaye was the board chair for 
Susie’s Place.

“The York family has deep roots in Hendricks 
County with a long philanthropic history of be-
ing champions for kids,” said Emily Perry, execu-
tive director of Susie’s Place. “With the purchase of 
Westgate and the expansion of the York Automo-
tive Group into Plainfield, I have no doubt that the 
York’s commitment to excellence will only further 
improve the community.”

Nick is the former president of the Indiana Au-
tomobile Dealers Association of Indiana. 

“I served on the board for a number of years and 
then became president,” he said. “I stay connected 
with those folks, but have no official role.”

That and their five dealerships certainly keep 
them busy enough.

“In the car business we need to be everything 
to everyone,” Nick said. “We are going to have ve-
hicles in stock and availability from the first car for 
the teenage driver to a first-time buyer of a new 
car to your everyday customer. Whether it’s their 
first or their 100th car we’re going to have an op-
tion for them.”

“We’re just excited to be here,” Kaye said. “So far, 
the employees have been very receptive to us and 
we appreciate them.”

“We’re happy to be here and thrilled to be work-
ing with a great group of folks,” Nick added. 

COVER STORY

Need space for 
those special 

team-building 
meetings?  

Like us on Facebook!

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717 
Chicagospizza.com

Give us 
a call!

Getting to know 

Kaye and  
Nick York 

Do you have pets? 
three: a dog Poncho, a cat Binnie and a 
horse Red

Favorite book 
the Bible

Favorite HC charity – 
Susie’s Place

Favorite movie –  
Rudy

Who or what inspires you? 
Kaye: what inspires me is I really like to 
continue to learn everyday. My motivation 
when I want up in the morning is try to 
go out and treat people how I’d like to be 
treated and make a difference for the less 
fortunate.
Nick: I would say my dad. I want to make 
sure everyday that I make him proud of who 
we are and what we are. 

Bucket list vacation: 
Any vacation with our family.

 ‘A business in our back yard’
Finally, long-time Hendricks County residents and philanthropists, Nick and Kaye York, playing in  
local business space with the recent purchase of York Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Plainfield

York Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of Plainfield is located at 2695 E. Main St. and will be open six days a week, with Monday through Thursday hours of 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday and 
Saturday hours of 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)
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By Gus Pearcy

Daniel Lusk has been a professional magician exclu-
sively for 15 years. He’s performed magic in Grand Central 
Station in New York, Arizona, even in wife’s native Philip-
pines.

Having a clean show has made him one of the most pop-
ular entertainers in the area. So popular, he was able to 
chuck birthday party bookings.

He has also built his own entertainment group booking 
other acts over the last 10 years.

“We mainly focus on balloon artists and face painters, 
character artists and other magicians,” Lusk said. “When 
I was performing, I’d run into other entertainers that I 
thought were really good and when people started asking 
for my suggestions, I would recommend these acts. Even-
tually, clients would call, and we would just work it all out 
for them and manage the whole event while I was there 
doing my show.”

The Avon resident - like many other performing artists 
– has felt the economic sting of the coronavirus pandemic.

“I’ve never worked so hard though trying to keep things 
going than I have during this pandemic time,” he said can-
didly. “I never worked so hard for such little money.”

The son of a minister, Lusk started performing in church-
es in his southern Illinois community. He was a regular 
clown who did magic on the vacation bible school circuit.

“Then I realized I didn’t really like being a clown that 

much, but I did like the magic part of it,” Lusk said. 
When the Great Recession hit in 2008, his job with CP 

Morgan went when the homebuilder closed permanently. 
He relied on the part-time magic gigs to get him through 
and it grew.

“I clocked in,” Lusk said about living the dream as a pro-
fessional magician, “and I haven’t clocked out yet.”

But, in a sense, COVID-19 has effectively clocked him 
out. The cancellations began coming in March and never 
stopped. Lusk said he could tell this was a real threat to his 
livelihood, so he turned his living room into a television 
studio and started broadcasting shows to the community.

He knew if this kept up through the summer, he was go-
ing to have to make serious changes. Last month, he can-
celed his last show through the year.

“There’s basically zero on the calendar now,” he said. “All 
the reschedules have canceled.” 

He can’t even bring himself to figure out how much the 
business has lost.

He maintains a positive attitude but knows he needs to 
find an alternative source of income. 

Now, he’s pouring all his energy into his wife’s new busi-
ness called Foam Happy. These foam parties look like fun 
on the website foamhappy.com. The foam cannon covers 
a 40X40 foot area up to 5 feet high. The material is bio-
degradable, eco-friendly, dye-free and hypo-allergenic and 
by the looks of the videos, a great deal of fun.

“It’s clean,” he said. “I mean it’s soap. So, we’re looking at 
daycares and family parties and things that are still going.”

He admits it may take a long time before the in-person 
shows come back and he misses the audience.

For more information, visit daniellusk.com or call (317) 
213-4770.

Magician sees livelihood disappear

Call today to schedule your consultation 
317.839.9136                       625 S. Dan Jones Road - Avon, IN 46123          www.kempercpa.com        

SEASONS CHANGE. 
 

SO DO YOUR ACCOUNTING NEEDS. 
 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 
THROUGH THESE CHANGING TIMES. 

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants 

Daniel Lusk has been a professional magician exclusively
for 15 years. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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With over 20 years of experience in
commercial banking, Kathy Spencer-Ellis
is committed to helping your business
move to the next level.

Offering a solutions-oriented approach
and unmatched personal service, she
will bring professional solutions that
work for you and your business.

Stop by or call Kathy today!

317-754-2896
kspencer-ellis@homebanksb.com
www.homebanksb.com

         Visit our new 
     Plainfield location 
990 W. Main St.

Kathy Spencer-Ellis
VP/Commercial Lender

By Scott Flood

Once again a new piece of technology didn’t 
install quite as easily as promised, and once 
again, I found myself repeatedly hearing about 
the importance of my call.

When a human voice finally appeared and I 
explained my challenge, the reply came from a 
bored employee reading from a script. “I am so 
sorry you are having this unforeseen difficulty 
and I want to help you resolve it,” the lifeless 
voice said. “I also have to inform you that this 
call may be monitored for training purposes.”

It’s like the sleepy flight attendant: “We know 
you have a choice when you fly and we appreci-
ate that you have chosen us.” If her delivery of 
that message is supposed to provide evidence of 
that, it’s about as encouraging as a weather-re-
lated diversion to Boise.

There are companies that do a phenomenal 
job of convincing me that I really am an impor-
tant customer. Crew Carwash is a prime exam-
ple. Their people are unfailingly polite, upbeat, 
and seem to be genuinely interested in making 
sure my always-filthy car takes on new beauty. 
The folks at Trader Joe’s stand out, too. Ask any 

employee about any given product, and you’ll be 
amazed at her knowledge and candor. She may 
even tell you how she prepared it, or that she 
doesn’t like it. Tell the guy at the checkout that 
they’re out of one of your favorites, and he’ll be-
come genuinely sad that the store disappointed 
you — and ask the manager when it’s going to 
be back on the shelves.

What makes the difference? I think it’s the 
fact that these companies genuinely believe 
that ecstatic customers are the key to their suc-
cess. They don’t just hang a mission statement 
to that effect on their wall. The local manager 
doesn’t just recite it at the staff meeting. Every-
one throughout the company lives it. That’s why 
their employees always sound genuine — be-
cause they are.

If you don’t believe it, don’t say it. 
THE PERSONAL TOUCH

Scott Flood creates effective copy for 
companies and other organizations. You’ll find 
more articles at sfwriting.com. ©2019 Scott 
Flood All rights reserved.

Bread Basket Café & Bakery is Danville 
Chamber’s 2020 Business of the Year

Staff report

The Danville Chamber of Com- 
merce, along with the Kiwanis Club 
of Danville and the Danville Rotary 
Club, held their annual Community 
Awards “Boots and Bling, It’s a Ca- 
sual Thing,” Aug. 29 at the Cartlidge 
Barn.

The Bread Basket Café & Bakery 
took honors as the chamber’s Busi-
ness of the Year.

“Bread Basket Café & Bakery con- 
tinues to do so much for our com- 
munity,” said

Kelly DiBenedetto, executive di- 
rector of the chamber. “Our com- 
munity recognized their efforts to 
feed our healthcare workers during 
height of Covid-19. Judy Sexton, the 
owner, was nearly moved to tears 
over winning the award. Judy and 
her staff are a great example of peo- 
ple and businesses doing great things 
and never for the recognition.”

DiBenedetto said it was an hon-
or for the chamber, Kiwanis and the 
Rotary, to recognize these individ-
uals and businesses. She said over 
1200 community members voted for

the community awards this year. 
“We had some amazing and well de-
serving nominees,” she said. “Our 
Emcee Kevin Hill said it best: “We 
give these awards not to the people 
looking for the recognition but who 
are very deserving of the recogni-
tion.”

Judy Sexton, owner of the Bread Basket 
Cafe & Bakery, is the  the Danville Chamber 
of Commerce’s 2020 Business of the Year.  
(Photo by Eric Pritchett)



Leadership Hendricks County is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to seek, prepare, involve and sustain leaders from diverse backgrounds to 
address community and countywide changes. Since 1993, Leadership Hendricks County has given citizens the background and inside information they 
need to take on effective leadership roles in the Hendricks County community. To learn more about Leadership Hendricks County or leadership training 
for your organization, email admin@leadershiphendrickscounty.org or visit our website at www.LeadershipHendricksCounty.org.

Looks at Local Leaders
Each month, the Business Leader focuses on how Leadership Hendricks County delivers the skills local residents need to provide leadership in our communities.

Why Servant Leadership is a Game Changer
“If your actions inspire people to dream 

more, learn more, do more, and become 
more, you are a leader.” - John Quincy Adams

We have all heard of the term “Servant 
Leadership”. In fact, many of us have had 
the privilege to work for or with a servant 

leader and well…many of us have experienced the 
opposite. Servant leadership is defined as, “a leader-
ship philosophy in which the main goal of the leader is 
to serve. This is different from traditional leader-
ship where the leader’s main focus is the thriving of 
their company or organizations.” 

This is different! It is different because it flips the 
business culture pyramid on its head. A servant leader 
prioritizes the team’s growth and well-being, letting their 
own needs and ambition take a backseat! 

The mark of a true servant leader is someone who 
is known for serving instead of commanding, demon-
strates humility instead of brandishing authority, and 
is always looking for ways to engage and develop their 
staff members. 

The end result of servant leadership? “Performance 
goes through the roof,” says Art Barter, founder and CEO 
of the Servant Leadership Institute and CEO of Datron 

World Communications, Inc. The success is often found 
when the servant leader moves beyond the transactional 
aspects of management and actively seeks to develop 
an employee’s sense of purpose within the company 
mission. This in turn creates empowered staff who will 
perform at a high, innovative level. Employees feel more 
engaged and purpose-driven, which in turn increases 
the organization’s retention and lowers turnover costs. 

There are 5 general qualities that a servant leader 
possess: 

1)  Listening- Listening is at the core of servant leader-
ship. It’s a simple way to make your team feel valued 
so they know you care.

2)  Empathy- A lot goes into empathy, but it basically 
comes down to getting to know your team. Find 
out what makes them tick, and learn their strengths 
and weaknesses. That way you can let your team 
members shine and maybe even help them turn 
their weaknesses into strengths.

3)  Self-awareness- Take inventory of your own 
strengths and weaknesses, and figure out how you 
fit into the overall team. Then use yourself in ways 
that benefit the team and the company. 

4)  Stewardship- Stewardship is simply leading by 
example. It’s your job to set the tone for your team, 
so don’t ask people to do things you wouldn’t do 
yourself.

5)  Building community- Teams who trust each other 
work together to get more done. That’s why it’s im-
portant to cultivate relationships among your team.

Servant leaders know there’s always more to learn—
and we can help you out with that. There are several 
resources that we would recommend to help you as you 
seek to grow as a servant leader, including: the Robert K. 
Greenleaf Center for Servant Leadership (Greenleaf.org), 
The Journey to the East by Hermann Hesse, and Leaders 
Eat Last: Why Some Teams Pull Together and Others 
Don’t by Simon Sinek. Leadership Hendricks County 
graduates bring the community sharper leadership skills, 
energies focused on solving specific problems, and a 
network of associates with the talents and abilities to 
create a blueprint for Hendricks County’s future. To learn 
more about Leadership Hendricks County, our commu-
nity and our offerings visit https://www.leadershiphen-
drickscounty.org/ or follow us on Facebook.

Leaders serve as a member of a team. Here LHC 2020 classmates Victoria 
Ross-Frost, Jessica Ledford, and Virgil Underwood III work together on a 
problem-solving activity.

A big part of leadership (and life) is simply showing up. In the midst of a pan-
demic, the LHC Class of 2020 continues to show up, ready to learn, contribute, 
and serve, either in person or through virtual options.

In order to serve, we must first listen. In August, LHC 2020 classmates Tania 
Burke and Cory Stewart practice active listening skills.
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By Karl Zimmer

How many meetings have you and your 
team had related to strategic planning, 
long term planning, and the like?

How much time was spent during 
those processes, 
and did you feel 
that the time was 
worth the effort 
and the outcome? 
Since there are 
at least two sides 
to every story (or 
issue), let’s take a 
look and see what 
we can learn.

Planning is similar to goal setting, 
dreaming, and the lottery. You have to 
buy a ticket if you want to win, you have 
to dream for dreams to come true, and 
you have to set goals in order to reach 
them. Planning is the intentional work to 
achieving set goals. 

There are some caveats to planning that 
need to be considered in any planning 
process, and that is where most planning 
processes fail. Any plan is only as good 
as the implementation of that plan, and 
the success of that is largely determined 
by flexibility built into the plan. You know 
that the most successful of any species 
are the most adaptable. And so it is with 
planning.

Plans need to include measures that 
can be quickly determined so that 
necessary changes to the original plan 
can then be implemented. In other 
words, plans need to include alternate 

plans based on current events, a series 
of benchmarks upon which to measure 
progress, changes in the marketplace, 
economic indicators relevant to the 

specific issue and 
organization, and 
more.

You know 
your market 
and the things 
that impact your 
success. Include 
periodic and 
frequent reviews 
of progress toward 

the intended goal so that changes can be 
implemented quickly. 

Again, the most successful people are 
the most flexible. Plan, implement the 
plan, review progress toward the goal, 
change the plan if needed, implement the 
new plan, review progress toward the goal, 
and keep going until the goal is reached, 
assuming the goal is still relevant. Things 
change, so plan to be flexible.

This column is dedicated to sharing 
experiences, research, and ideas about 
great leaders, for great leaders. We 
welcome your comments, questions, and 
suggestions.

Does planning assure success?

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who 
Grew Up to RULE® the World…,” a 
speaker, Board Certified Hypnotist, 
and successful CEO. Karl can be 
contacted at karl@z-success.com. 
RULE® is a Registered Mark of Karl R. 
Zimmer III

BIZ LEADERSHIP

 You know that the most 
successful of any species 
are the most adaptable. 

And so it is with planning.
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Planner of Note

Newly Incorporated Businesses
Compiled by Connie Sieferman
New Business Filings (7/21/2020 – 8/20/2020)

GRANTEE: Nakshopper Store
DESCRIPTION: reselling
GRANTOR: Nancy W. Kamau
DATE: 7/21/2020

GRANTEE: V W Cleaners
GRANTEE: VW Cleaners
DESCRIPTION: janitorial
GRANTOR: Victoria Wendt
DATE: 7/22/2020

GRANTEE: Carrie’s Catering & Carry-Out
DESCRIPTION: food business
GRANTOR: Lester Kelly
DATE: 7/24/2020

GRANTEE: Greater Than Eight, Inc.
DESCRIPTION: consulting for non-profits
GRANTOR: Renee Harlor
DATE: 7/24/2020

GRANTEE: No. 1 Restaurant
DESCRIPTION: restaurant
GRANTOR: Wuhong Zhang
DATE: 7/29/2020

GRANTEE: Iron On Iron
DESCRIPTION: Christian life coach
GRANTOR: Tom Dillow
DATE: 8/10/2020

GRANTEE: DH Salon
DESCRIPTION: hair salon
GRANTOR: Deana Hayes
DATE: 8/11/2020

GRANTEE: Joyful Cottage Keepsakes
DESCRIPTION: gift baskets
GRANTOR: Patti Estanovich
DATE: 8/12/2020

GRANTEE: Grammy’s & Me

DESCRIPTION: painting and staining
GRANTOR: Elizabeth Romine
GRANTOR: James Weintraut
DATE: 8/12/2020

GRANTEE: Sweet Bee Flats
DESCRIPTION: online diapers sales
GRANTOR: Veronica Cowen
DATE: 8/13/2020

GRANTEE: Dirty Red Lash Studio
DESCRIPTION: lash studio
GRANTOR: Korliss Jaimease Brown
DATE: 8/13/2020

GRANTEE: MDG Investments
DESCRIPTION: individual stock trader
GRANTOR: Michael Gulley
DATE: 8/13/2020

GRANTEE: RMR Kingdom Realities
DESCRIPTION: construction/contractor
GRANTOR: Roberta Townsel
DATE: 8/14/2020

GRANTEE: Stephanie Unton Photography
DESCRIPTION: photography
GRANTOR: Stephanie Unton
DATE: 8/14/2020

9 - Danville Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Wed., Sept. 9 at 
11a.m. at HC 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main 
St. Danville. For more information, call (317) 
745-0670 

15 - Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Tue., Sept. 15 at 11:30 
a.m. at Plainfield Rec and Aquatic Center, 651 
Vestal Rd., Plainfield.  For more information, 
call (317) 839-3800

22 - Avon Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Tue., Sept. 22 at 11:00 
a.m. at Avon American Legion, 4812 E. Main 
St., (Old US 36) Avon. For more information, call 
(317) 272-4333

No meeting - Brownsburg Chamber of 
Commerce (members’ meeting): Due to golf 
outing, regular membership meeting will not 
be held in September. For more information call 
(317) 852-7885

HOW IS COVID-19 AFFECTING 
YOU AND YOUR BUSINESS?

Let us help you navigate these uncertain times.

Stay up to date on the latest information regarding the coronavirus’ impact on 
you and your business by visiting the COVID-19 Resources page on our website. 
The challenges are changing each day, and Somerset is committed to keeping 
you informed. Contact us today to connect with a Somerset advisor.

800.469.7206
somersetcpas.com

Avon Chamber New Members
INDIANA PHYSICAL THERAPY
1086 N. Avon Ave.
Avon, IN 46123
(260) 432-4700
RISE ’N ROLL BAKERY - AVON
9263 E. Hwy US 36
Avon, IN 46123
(317) 384-1024

Brownsburg Chamber New 
Members
HOOSIER PHOTO ORGANIZER
8261 Hughes Rd. 

North Salem, IN 46165
(317) 989-2813
CARE TO CHANGE COUNSELING
10080 E. US Hwy. 36 
Avon IN 46123
(317) 790-9396
VICKI MERRITT FINANCIAL 
COACH, LLC.
6424 Walnut Way 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 995-2721
22 MILES - INTERACTIVE 
WAYFINDING & DIGITAL SIGNAGE 
SOFTWARE

6722 Reed Rd. 
Pittsboro IN 46167
(877) 566.6789 x 6789
ENERGY SPOT BROWNSBURG
124 E Northfield Dr., Ste. L 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 286-3530

Plainfield Chamber New 
Members
MY IT INDY
2230 Stafford Rd.
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 534-0562

CLEARENT PAYMENTS
2680 E. Main St.
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 837-6007
KINNAMON FINANCIAL LLC
2680 E. Main St. Ste. 214
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 279.5531
PRIORITY REAL ESTATE
2230 Stafford Rd., Ste. 115
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 750-6317



resources to help YOU  
with energy costs.
Hendricks Power is aware of the financial hardships many 
families are facing. There are several resources available to 
help you pay your energy bills. 

Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program
An existing program, LIHEAP 
is a federally-funded grant 
program that helps low-
income households meet 
their immediate home energy 
needs. The LIHEAP fund 
received a sizable allocation of 
new federal funds as part of the 
coronavirus stimulus program. 
LIHEAP funds are distributed 

through local Community Action Agencies (ACA). All Indiana 
counties have intake offices. To find your local office, contact 
the Indiana Housing and Community Development.

Indiana 211
2-1-1 is a free and confidential 
service that provides Hoosiers 
with help and answers from 
thousands of health and human 
service agencies and resources 
in their local communities. Resources for utility bill assistance 
can be found by dialing 2-1-1. 

ENERGY ADVISOR SERVICES
At Hendricks Power, we offer free energy audits to our 
members.  During an energy audit, our certified energy 
advisors inspect your home or business to create a customized 
plan to increase your energy efficiency. Energy advisors will 
also let you know if you may be eligible for any household 
rebates. 

Schedule your home audit Monday - Friday, 7:30 am - 4:30 
pm or plan a virtual audit by using FaceTime, Google Duo, or 
WebEx!

Schedule your free audit by calling 
(317) 745-5473 or by visiting  

www.hendrickspower.com/energy-advisor

Inspired by someone making a difference in your community? 
Tell their story and they could win a cash prize.

WHO POWERS 
YOU?

Visit whopowersyou.com between 
September 8, 2020 and October 9, 
2020  and submit a photo of your
nominee. Then tell us why that
person inspires you and how
they make a difference in
your co-op community.

WhoPowersYou.com/Enter

THIRD PLACE

$1,500

GRAND PRIZE

SECOND PLACE

$2,000  

HONORABLE MENTION 
$500

$5,000

VISIT WHOPOWERSYOU.COM FOR FULL CONTEST RULES
Sponsored by Touchstone Energy Cooperative, Inc., 
4301 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203. ©2018.

As the national network of more than 730 co-ops, Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives value the people who elevate and 
energize our communities. 

That’s why we are launching a contest to honor inspirational 
community members across the country. Winners will be 
announced November 2020. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. VOID 
WHERE PROHIBITED. 

PAULA & HUNTER BEATON 
Second Place Winners, 2018

Founders of Hunter’s Day 1 Bags
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A Year with Frog and Toad 
KIDS

Where: Washington Township Park am-
phitheater, 115 McClain Place,  Avon. 

7 p.m. Sept. 18., 1 p.m. Sept. 19-20
Cost: Adults $12, seniors $10, ages 17 
and under $8 and 4 and under, free.

Curtain Call: Avon’s Biz Academy of Musical Theatre returns to the stage

Young performers wearing masks get singing tips from musical director Allison Barker at The Biz Academy of 
Musical Theatre in Avon at a recent summer camp. (Photo provided by Jan Van Paris) 

By Lindsay Doty

Little kids with big voices are back to 
singing, dancing and learning their stage 
skills at the Biz Academy of Musical Theatre 
in Avon.

The family-owned drama school for 
young performers is holding fall classes with 
required masks and temperature checks. 

“You can sing with a mask on,” said Jan 
Van Paris, who co-owns the school with 
her husband, Jeff Van Paris. She says seeing 
the young faces return to the academy has 
been heartwarming.

“The Biz is a niche for a lot of these kids,” 
she said. “They are not necessarily kids who 
play sports, so this is their place. We are ex-
cited to see some normalcy get back into 
their lives.”

Since Indiana’s reopening began amid 
COVID-19, the academy has held summer 
camps and is currently enrolling fall classes 
(many began Aug. 10), ranging from basic 
acting to intermediate tap dance. 

“There are some (families) who are hesi-
tant to come back. Some are really excited. 
We are not at full right now. We are about 
three-quarters capacity,” she said. 

Classes will be conducted based on en-
rollment. 

Van Paris says she sanitizes the 

classrooms every day and night, and they 
are taking precautions to stay safe. 

The drama school is gearing up for its first 
public stage show since the pandemic. 

“A Year with Frog and Toad Kids” will be 
performed outdoors Sept. 18-20 at Wash-
ington Township Park by the young student 
performers ages 6-11 who were previously-
cast in the spring.

“We will be making a mask to match their 
costumes,” said Van Paris.

The Biz family is looking forward to see-
ing the young talents back on the stage.

“To me, it’s a show of overcoming what 
we have to do, not preventing us from do-
ing what we love to do,” Van Paris said. 

To sign up for classes or learn more about 
the academy go to thebiz-academy.com. 
Fall sessions run until November and De-
cember and range from $146 to $292. 
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804 E Main St. • Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 9/15/20.

Ce
le

br
at

ing
 46 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

ICONICbriefs
INvets program matches veterans  

to careers in Indiana
Indiana State Representative Greg 

Steuerwald encourages Hendricks Coun-
ty veterans and Indiana companies to 
connect through INvet’s next-generation 
website. INvets.org is a free resource for 
veterans to interact and find job oppor-
tunities in health care, logistics, manu-
facturing and tech, and other high-de-
mand industries through the state. 

“Veterans have a lot to offer to the 
civilian workforce,” Steuerwald said. 
“Through INvets, they can connect di-
rectly with local employers and receive 
help with their resumes and soft skills. 
Spouses of military veterans can also 

benefit from the numerous resources 
and tools provided so they, too, can 
thrive in Indiana.”

Additional resources are available 
through the Military Family Relief Fund 
COVID-19 Emergency Assistance pro-
gram that is designed to help military 
families experiencing financial hardship. 
This grant can be used on a case-by-case 
basis for families for up to two months of 
household needs such as food, housing, 
utilities, medical services, child care and 
other essential support. To apply visit 
in.gov/dva/2329.htm.

Bow Wow Bash canceled due to pandemic;  
virtual event planned

Misty Eyes Rescue has canceled its 
annual Bow Wow Bash event that was 
scheduled for Sept. 27 at Williams Park 
due to the threat of the coronavirus.

“It is with a heavy heart and sadness 
that the board of directors has decided 
that the 10th Annual Bow Wow Bash will 
unfortunately NOT go on as a live event, 
as we had hoped. But instead, portions 
of the event will go on virtually,” the 
team stated on the Misty Eyes Facebook 
page.

Organizers say things won’t be the 

same as the live event that included pet 
adoptions, contests and games, but they 
are committed to making it as fun as 
possible. They are planning a Bow Wow 
Bash Silent Auction online and a live 
Facebook Ball Drop in an effort to raise 
money for the rescue based in Avon.

The nonprofit is trying to raise $1 mil-
lion to complete its campus by adding 
three new buildings: Kitty City, Canine 
Country, and an education and training 
center.

Hendricks County Parks & Rec  
seeks public feedback

Residents served by Hendricks County 
Parks & Recreation may have received a 
postcard requesting input as the depart-
ment prepares its comprehensive master 
plan for 2021-25. The postcard contained 
a link to an online survey and a survey 
code that did not work.

“Unfortunately, we’ve had a problem 
with the link, and it doesn’t appear to 
be properly taking respondents to the 
survey site,” said Eric Ivie, parks assis-
tant superintendent who is spearhead-
ing the creation of the new master plan. 
“We apologize for the inconvenience. It’s 
frustrating to have tested the link several 
times, only to have it fail after the post-
cards were sent out.”

Residents can also fill out the survey 

without having received a postcard.
People cannot get the link to work 

can access the survey at surveymonkey.
com/r/hcparksrec, through the parks de-
partment website at hendrickscountyp-
ark.org or on the department’s Facebook 
page. The survey takes about 10 minutes 
to complete.

Hendricks County Parks & Recreation 
is required to submit a comprehensive 
master plan every five years to the Indi-
ana Department of Natural Resources. 
Part of the plan is obtaining input from 
the community served by the depart-
ment. They are required to collect feed-
back from randomly-selected residents 
of Hendricks County.

ALL ONLINE 
ORDERS OF 

$20 OR MORE  
GET 25% OFF.

Enter code: HOME25
Claim discount by entering 

the code at checkout at 
papamurphys.com.

We Make It. 
You Bake It.TM

absolutely!absolutely!
CURBSIDE PICKUP?CURBSIDE PICKUP?

you betcha!you betcha!
DELIVERY?DELIVERY?

ORDER ONLINE TODAY!ORDER ONLINE TODAY! Visit our area 
locations Today!

Avon • 317-271-6200
10728 E. US Hwy 36, Avon, 46123

Plainfield • 317-839-4466
1810 E. Main St., Plainfield, 46168

Zionsville • 317-733-9989
51 Boone Village, Zionsville, 46077

papamurphys.com
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Staff report

The Danville Chamber of Commerce, along with the 
Kiwanis Club of Danville and the Danville Rotary Club, 
held their annual Community Awards “Boots and Bling, It’s 
a Casual Thing,” Aug. 29 at the Cartlidge Barn.

The 2020 winners include: 
• Rotary Club of Danville Public Servant of the Year: 

Jack Sadler
• Community Spirit of the Year: Ed & Lois Bratton
• Kiwanis Club of Danville Educator of the Year: Mike 

Burdsall
• Young Professional of the Year: Sam Comer & Garrett 

Fulwider
• Business Leader of the Year: Bread Basket Café & 

Bakery
• Danville Chamber of Commerce Warrior of the Year: 

Rick Foster
• Chamber Member of the Year: Steve Patterson
For more information on the Danville Chamber of 

Commerce, visit danvillechamber.org.

The Danville Chamber of Commerce names community award winners

David Winters, Mark Morgan, Judy Sexton, Steve Patterson, Lois Bratton, Ed Bratton, Jack Slader, Garrett Fulwider, Rick Foster, Mike Burdsall 
(Photos by Eric Prichett)

Kevin Hill and Kelly DiBenedetto

Judy Sexton, Business Leader of the Year for Bread Basket Cafe and 
Bakery

Cassi and Bryant Magnus Steve Patterson and Kelly DiBenedetto Garrett and Jesse Fulwider

COMMUNITY
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL  
JOURNALISM
BECOME AN ICONIC INVESTOR  

Rick Myers | Owner & Publisher | 317-451-4088

“Reading the Hendricks County ICON is a highlight for me! The publication about people and organizations in our 
community is always full of positive stories, helpful information and well-written articles that give me the opportunity to learn 
more about Brownsburg and Hendricks County. Instead of just reporting news, I love how the ICON focuses on people, their 

passions and all of the reasons that our community is a great place to live. Making a gift to the Support Local Journalism 
campaign will support the Hendricks County ICON as it continues to share these messages of positivity and kindness.”

-  Rene Behrend, Executive Director, Brownsburg Education Foundation

Because of the slow death of metro daily newspapers, some, including those who purchase advertising, have been 
conditioned to believe that print is dead. That couldn’t be further from the truth (94 percent ICON readership in each of 
38,000-plus Hendricks County households – SMARI, Inc.). The real truth is, community newspapers have become collateral 
damage – branded unfairly – because of the headlines that failing metro daily newspaper have created for themselves.   

In 2008, the Hendricks County ICON was launched with one mission in mind: create a brand of locally owned, free and 
independent journalism that is second to none. We believe in the 12 years since that first monthly issue was mailed, we’ve 
accomplished that and some – but there is more work to do, more Hendricks County stories to tell. 

Our best days are ahead, but we need your help. You are invited to become an ICONic Investor. Your one-time annual $25 
investment will help us continue to provide you all of the wonderful stories and photos that make Hendricks County the 
great place it is to live and work. We are proud of and grateful for being the purveyor of local news and information that, 
in many cases, cannot otherwise be consumed – we are writing, each week, the pages of Hendricks County history. Please 
go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online or send it to 5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123. Thank 
you for your support of Hendricks County journalism!
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ICONsociety

Staff report

The eighth annual Gathering in the Garden event featured an outdoor meal and entertainment to raise funds for The Gathering Place in Plainfield, a nonprofit that provides a nur-
turing home for terminally-ill guests and their families during their final days, free of charge. 

The money raised will go toward operations and maintaining the home.
“The event is not about making money, but instead is about providing a safe venue to enjoy an evening out in the midst of all this sadness and isolation,” said Rita Fiorentino, The 

Gathering Together executive director and founder.  

Plainfield’s Gathering Together  
hospice care holds eighth garden event

Macy and Chris Sherman

Just the 2 of us: Dino and Lucy (Photos by Eric Prichett)

Taylor Mominee, Paige Newton, Cheyenn Wright and Jill Maple

Steve and Laura Sutton

Bob Sexton and Dawn Lowden

Christy and Lauren Ooly
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES
BROWNSBURG

Jack Watkins
Jack Watkins, 84, passed away Aug. 16, 2020. He 
was born Dec. 24, 1935. Services were held Aug. 
21 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Colleen D. Cross
Colleen D. Cross, 45, passed away Aug. 18, 2020. 
She was born Jan. 23, 1975. Services were held 
Aug. 22 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. Me-
morial contributions may be made to Misty Eyes 
Animal Rescue.

Edith J. Nichols
Edith J. Nichols, 89, passed away Aug. 21, 2020. 
She was born March 22, 1931. Services will be 
held at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Browns-
burg, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Curtis Webb
Curtis Webb, 94, passed away Aug. 21, 2020. He 
was born April 7, 1926. Services were held pri-
vately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was en-
trusted with the arrangements.

Bob Herrel
Bob Herrel, 65, passed away July 8, 2020. Services 
will be held at a later date. Indiana Memorial 
Cremation & Funeral Care, Indianapolis, was en-
trusted with the arrangements.

Jeanette June Ross
Jeanette June Ross, 86, passed away Aug. 23, 
2020. She was born June 20, 1934. Services will be 
held at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Browns-
burg, was entrusted with the arrangements.

June Marette
June Marette, 81, passed away Aug. 23, 2020. She 
was born June 13, 1939. Services will be held at 
a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the American Dia-
betes Association.

Robert A. Maldonado
Robert A. Maldonado, 64, passed away Aug. 28, 
2020. He was born Nov. 20, 1955. Services were 
held Sept. 2 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, 
Brownsburg. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Bonnie J. Greene
Bonnie J. Greene, 86, passed away Aug. 28, 2020. 
She was born June 5, 1934. Services were held 
Sept. 3 at Shiloh Cemetery, Avon. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

Mary L. Dufour
Mary L. Dufour, 73, passed away Aug. 31, 2020. 
She was born Feb. 18, 1947. Services will be held 
at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

DANVILLE

Pamela S. Walker
Pamela S. Walker, 63, passed away Aug. 20, 2020. 
She was born Oct. 9, 1956. Services were held 
Aug. 25 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Victoria Johnson
Victoria Johnson, 68, passed away Aug. 23, 2020. 
She was born Dec. 5, 1951. Services were held 
Aug. 26 at Your Venture Church, Lizton.  Matthews 

Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

Barbara Stoner
Barbara Stoner passed away Aug. 27, 2020. No 
services are scheduled. Conkle Funeral Home, 
Avon, was entrusted with the arrangements. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
American Heart Association.

Jeanne Ellen Shackelford
Jeanne Ellen Shackelford, 80, passed away Aug. 
24, 2020. She was born Feb. 6, 1940. Services 
will be held at a later date. Baker Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Paul Richard Crouch
Paul Richard Crouch, 73, passed away Aug. 28, 
2020. He was born May 1, 1947. Services were 
held Sept. 2 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville.

PLAINFIELD

Patricia Cole
Patricia Cole, 81, passed away Aug. 17, 2020. She 
was born Dec. 24, 1938. Services will be held pri-
vately. Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Heart to Heart Hospice, htohhfoundation.org.

Theresa A. Bernhardt
Theresa A. Bernhardt, 63, passed away Aug. 8, 
2020. She was born Jan. 6, 1957. Services will be 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Robert Fletcher Smock
Robert Fletcher Smock, 98, passed away Aug. 21, 
2020. He was born Sept. 15, 1921. No services are 
scheduled. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Evan M. Ross
Evan M. Ross, 59, passed away Aug. 21, 2020. He 
was born Feb. 3, 1961. Services were held private-
ly. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

Brehanna Michelle Farley
Brehanna Michelle Farley, 39, passed away Aug. 
22, 2020. She was born Dec. 4, 1980. Services 
were held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrange-
ments.

Diana L. Hansel
Diana L. Hansel, 62, passed away Aug. 24, 2020. 
She was born Aug. 10, 1958. No services are 
scheduled. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Jean Stephenson
Jean Stephenson, 73, passed away Aug. 10, 2020. 
She was born Nov 23, 1946. Services will be held 
at a later date. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

George R. Stultz
George R. Stultz, 95, passed away Aug. 25, 2020. 
He was born Oct. 7, 1924. No services are sched-
uled. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Mark A. Hale
Mark A. Hale, 63, passed away Aug. 28, 2020. He 
was born Feb. 3, 1957. No services are scheduled. 
Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

AVON

Ronald Lee Anderson
Ronald Lee Anderson, 80, passed away Aug. 13, 
2020. He was born July 26, 1940. Services were 
held Aug. 20 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Tony Smith
Tony Smith, 69, passed away Aug. 17, 2020. He was 
born April 29, 1951. Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, 
Pittsboro, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Norma Vandivier
Norma Vandivier, 88, passed away Aug. 16, 2020. 
She was born May 6, 1932. Services were held 
Aug. 20 at Lincoln Memorial Gardens, Whites-
town. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

Brenda D. Smith
Brenda D. Smith, 57, passed away Aug. 27, 2020. 
She was born June 26, 1963. Services were held 
Aug. 31 at Bartlett Chapel United Methodist 
Church, Avon. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Mary Kostyk
Mary Kostyk, 97, passed away Aug. 28, 2020. She 
was born Dec. 26, 1922. Services will be held at a 
later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

Donald David Clark
Donald David Clark, 74, passed away Aug. 27, 
2020. He was born April 13, 1946. Services were 
held Sept. 3 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Wounded Warrior Project.

PITTSBORO

John H. Thomas
John H. Thomas, 78, passed away Aug. 27, 2020. 
He was born Sept. 22, 1941. Services were held 
Sept. 1 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation or the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society.

STILESVILLE

Lowell Glen Fisher
Lowell Glen Fisher, 87, passed away Aug. 23, 2020. 
He was born April 25, 1933. Services will be held 
privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plain-
field, was entrusted with the arrangements.

220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 
317-892-4242 

 www.davidahallmortuary.com

Eric, Erin and 
Evelyn Bell

Our strength is 
based on the 

principle  
of our family 

serving yours.

Hendricks County obituaries are printed  
free of charge up to 50 words. Funeral 

directors are encouraged  to send obituaries 
and  photos to lyla@icontimes.com.

HAZELWOOD

Leon Childers
Leon Childers, 89, passed away Aug. 19, 2020. He 
was born Nov. 29, 1930. Services were held Aug. 
26 at Lincoln Memorial Gardens, Whitestown. 
Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, Danville, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

LIZTON

John R. Brown
John R. Brown, 91, passed away Aug. 27, 2020. He 
was born Sept. 6, 1928. Services were held Aug. 
31 Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro.

NORTH SALEM

Beverly Stone
Beverly Stone, 81, passed away Aug. 31, 2020. She 
was born April 27, 1939. Services were pending at 
press time. Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. 

Engine Bid Request
The Washington Township/Avon Fire Department 
is in the process of accepting bids for the 
construction of a fire engine. A copy of the engine 
specifications may be seen by accessing www.
avonfd.org, and going to the Engine Bid tab on 
the left side of the page.  Bids are due by 3:00 
pm local time, on September 18, 2020.  Bids may 
be emailed to Fire Chief Dan Smith at dsmith@
avonfd.org or mailed to Washington Township/
Avon Fire Department, 311 Production Drive, Avon, 
Indiana, 46123, in an envelope labeled Engine 
Bid.  Hand delivered bids are due prior to the bid 
time posted, and late bids will not be considered.  
Questions concerning the bid may be directed to 
Fire Chief Dan Smith at dsmith@avonfd.org, or by 
calling 317-272-2155.

COMMUNITY
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ICONICarts
By Peg McRoy Glover

Plainfield artist Allyson Avery has come to a juncture 
in her artistic career where she wants to reach deep 
into her talents and skills and emerge with creative 
work that is all her own.

She teaches art at Northwood Elementary in Moores-
ville for kindergarten through sixth graders. During the 
2020 spring quarantine, she started a chalk project on 
her driveway with her 4-year-old daughter. 

“It was a quarantine boredom activity,” she said. 
“There were lots of people out walking, and we were 
doing it to cheer people up.” 

After she posted her chalk drawings on Facebook, 
she was asked to create an eight-week Beatles series 
on the northeast side of Danville’s Historic Courthouse 
Square. Her work was so well received that Anne Jo-
hansson, executive director of The Children’s Ballet, 
asked her to put a chalk message in front of the Dan-
ville studio that read, “We love our students.”

“We are big fans of Allyson chalk art,” Johansson said. 
“The end of our 2019-20 season was a little strange, so 
we wanted to remind our students that we are proud 
of them. We gave Allyson a few ideas, and she ran with 
them. The finished product absolutely blew us away.”

Prior to the pandemic, Avery attended weekly classes 
studying Byzantine art reproduction at the St. Xenia 
Metochion Monastery in Indianapolis under the tute-
lage of Mother Superior Katherine Weston. Weston is 
recognized for her work reproducing the art style that 
depicts Christian Greek art from the Eastern Roman 
Empire. 

“It can take up to six months to complete one iconic 
image,” Avery said. 

The process includes cutting the boards, taking 
about a month to prepare the board for painting. That 
includes gluing linen to the wood to prevent cracking 
as it ages, applying 10 coats of a primer called gesso.

“Then we sand the gesso until it is absolutely 
smooth,” Avery said. “At that point, the drawing can be 
transferred to it.”

Artists make their own egg tempera paint by mixing 
an egg yolk with equal parts white wine. Then dry pig-
ment and water is added, based on the opacity needed. 

Artists then apply the paint many layers using a dry 
brush technique to achieve desired results. 

Avery completed three iconic images in the Byzan-
tine style: The Annunciation, Holy Martyr Justin and The 
Mother of God of Korsun. 

“When you work on Byzantine icons you are not try-
ing to make it your own,” she said. “The process is long, 
tedious and meditative. It is, I don’t want to be disre-
spectful in any way, but during the pandemic I have 
been trying to figure out if I can do religious imagery 
without doing a direct copy.”

Byzantine iconography is her favorite work, and she 
has enjoyed putting her chalk art on the sidewalks for 
people to enjoy. Through the pandemic Avery discov-
ered that she wants to explore more, create her own 
work and find her own voice. 

Plainfield Artist Allyson Avery leaves a little chalk dust in her wake

Allyson Avery who studies Byzantine iconography, has created three 
iconic images including The Mother of God of Korsun. 

At the request of the owner, Allyson Avery created chalk art for the 
students at The Children’s Ballet in Danville.

Plainfield Artist Allyson Avery created this sidewalk chalk art in Danville.  (Photos provided by Allyson Avery)
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9 1 8
3 6 4

2 7 6
5 4 8

6 3
9 8 5

8 2 1
4 7 1

7 2 6

3 Actor Toms
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 IU Campus Locations 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 R&R Words
____________________
____________________

1 2020 Indy 500 Winner
______________________

5 Indiana Crops
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 House Types
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

PUZZLES
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67

68 69 70 71 72

73 74 75

76 77 78

Across
1. IMCU cash source
4. National Bank of 
Indianapolis vaults
9. Not edited
14. Indiana Wesleyan 
University locale
15. Hendricks Regional 
Health worker
16. Vera Bradley product
17. Took a seat
18. Awestruck
19. “On your feet!”
20. Snooze
22. “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” 
org.
24. Some IU Kelley School 
degs.
25. QB Herrmann
27. “Ditto”
29. 1956 Indy 500 pace car
32. “Get off my back!”
36. “Law & Order: SVU” actor
37. Baby’s wear
41. Coach Parseghian
42. Church areas
44. Hamilton County city 
originally named Bethlehem
45. Himalayan land
47. Brownsburg-to-
Connersville dir.
48. Gretel’s brother

51. Skeleton part
52. Red Lobster menu 
choice
54. Latin dances
56. “___-Dick; or, The 
Whale”
58. Tooth part
59. Indiana Senate 
leadership post
62. Danville HS second-
yr student
64. Pronunciation 
symbol
68. Himalayan land
70. Grammar topic
72. Feel sick
73. Horn sound
74. Fortuneteller’s card
75. Indiana home to 
the Congerville Flyers 
of the early NFL
76. Throw in
77. Secure web page 
address starter
78. Calligraphy tool

Down
1. Stockpile
2. Hendricks County Court 
event
3. Indiana Basketball Hall of 
Famer Towe
4. Be short with

5. Indiana State Fair mo.
6. Colts’ Coach Reich
7. Catch sight of
8. Oozes
9. FedEx rival
10. Eggnog spice
11. Avon seafood restaurant: 
Ugly ___

12. Annapolis inits.
13. “Bill & ___ Excellent 
Adventure”
21. Overact
23. Copenhagen native
26. Fishing pole
28. Gas station store
29. Eats at Stone Creek
30. PayPal funds, e.g.
31. Cut off
33. High muck-a-muck
34. Nicoson Hall or Hinkle 
Fieldhouse
35. Indianapolis 
International Airport portals
38. Volunteer’s words
39. Coat of ___ (family 
symbol)
40. Soccer legend
43. Average Joe (Var.)
46. Desktop computer of 
the ‘80s
49. “Be on the lookout” 
alerts, briefly
50. Baton Rouge sch.
53. Make known
55. Balance sheet items
57. Opposite of old age
58. St. Vincent Health 
patient’s record
59. Indiana Fever org.
60. Gripped
61. Apple tablet
63. Tri-West HS exam for jrs.
65. Mug for the camera
66. Pained expression
67. Sci-fi visitor
69. Zodiac sign
71. Republicans, initially

Answers on  
Page 27

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza 
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 9/15/20

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is happening 
rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to have daily 

lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options will be 
available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling the store. 

Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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Beagle bites with man’s best friend: 
Barney’s adventures in television

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

EDITORIAL

Back the Blue 
all the way

The mid-August Back the Blue ral-
lies on the Danville Square and at 
Brownsburg Town Hall reassert the 
importance of supporting our law 
enforcement officers. Every day they 
serve and protect residents, and often 
they are put in danger while doing so.

It takes special residents to step out 
of their comfort zone to organize a 
public support rally. 

Hendricks County residents have 
done a phenomenal job of showing 
support throughout the pandemic, 
as first responders have had an extra 
obstacle in their way of protecting the 
community. 

Maybe you’re staying at home or 
had to attend a soccer game or went 
through the Tox Drop instead of at-
tending the rally, but we can all sup-
port our officers and first responders. 

Thank an officer in the hallway at 
school or on the street. 

Take a basket of snacks to a fire-
house or police station to show sup-
port.

Pray for the safety of public officials. 

These officers aren’t all on the pay-
roll. In fact, Brownsburg is recruit-
ing an additional officer to join its 
volunteer reserve team. You might 
see them at larger events when the 
coronavirus subsides, helping you 
cross the street to a park or patrol the 
parking lot while you have fun with 
your family. 

Those on the payroll take pride in 
their work and appreciate the support 
they receive from events like the Back 
the Blue but they don’t expect it. 

The ICON could never support the 
notion of defunding law enforce-
ment. Having a discussion about the 
true goals of law enforcement versus 
services that may need a different ap-
proach can never hurt.

We need to continue to support 
our law enforcement community dur-
ing this time of uncertainty. 

Back the Blue, by all means, Back 
the Blue.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

  The Hendricks County Community 
Foundation gave a grant to Danville 

Schools that helped with unexpected 
reopening costs for the new school year.

  The B&O pedestrian tunnel at 
County Road 300 N is nearing 

completion.

  Local student Reece Hovermale 
completed a school service project 

and delivered a grocery gift card to the 
Brownsburg firefighters of Station 133.

  The Whitelick Elementary leadership 
shined a ray of sunshine on staff and 

teachers by providing snacks and drinks 
from McDonald’s on East Main Street in 
Brownsburg who helped organize the large 
order. 

  Hendricks County Farm Bureau 
Insurance and Prairie Farms teamed 

up with the USDA Farmers to Families 
initiative to donate around 900 gallons of 
milk to the community Aug. 28 at the 
Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds.

  The Town of Plainfield was named 
one of the top 10 Indiana towns in 

Indiana with the most stable housing 
markets in a recent analysis by New York 
financial technology company SmartAsset. 
Stability was measured by the average 
number of years people stay in their homes 
and the percentage of homeowners with 
negative equity.

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …

In Hartford, Conn, it’s illegal to collect “rags, paper, 
glass, old metal, junk, cinders or other waste matter 
in the city” without a license.

STRANGE LAW

“The greatest glory in 

living lies not in never 

falling, but in rising 

every time we fall.” 
— Nelson Mandela

QUOTE

By Dick Wolfsie

Here are some of my favorite stories 
about Barney, my beagle buddy who ac-
companied me on 2,700 remote shoots for 
WISH-TV from 1991 until 2003. With one ex-
ception, I have no video evidence of these 
adventures, but who could forget them?

Dirty dog
Barney’s first few months on TV in the 

early ’90s resulted in a call from a local vet-
erinarian who specialized in pet behavior 
issues. Barney’s chewing, howling and dig-
ging amused my audience but not my wife. 

“Does he have to be bad at home, too?” 
she asked me. 

The vet offered to take Barney for a day 
or so, to try to curb these destructive habits. 
I agreed to this if Dr. Sampson would do a 
follow-up session and appear on my show 
one morning on my front porch. 

This resulted in a classic segment. 
While the good doctor explained Bar-

ney’s training, the naughty hound dug up 
an entire rose bush in our landscape bed, 
splattering the vet with mud. Find this epi-
sode on YouTube.

Search and rescue
If someone called with an idea for a seg-

ment and it involved dogs, I was all ears 
(and nose). In l996, a hunter wanted to 
demonstrate how his pack of hounds could 
track a raccoon scent to a tree. 

After the dog owner spread an artificial 
coon scent on the ground, I followed the 
path with a piece of pepperoni. The two 
aromas separated after 50 yards, one going 
to the right toward a tree and the other to 
the left ending at a picnic table where I had 
deposited the tasty treat. The segment be-
gan, and we released all the dogs. 

Sure enough, the coon hounds followed 
the coon scent, and Barney parted compa-
ny with them, ending up with a nice meaty 
breakfast. That was live TV, one take, no 
do-overs.

Fowl behavior
In the fall of ‘95, for about the zillionth time, 

Barney scurried out a door during a live TV 
segment. He was on the loose somewhere in 
Greenwood, following his nose. I called the 
Greenwood police and asked them to keep 
an eye out for the little miscreant. 

About 40 minutes later, a police car 
(lights and siren turned on) pulled up to my 
remote location. There, sitting in the police 
car next to the officer, was Barney…in two 
sets of handcuffs. Why? According to the 
officer, he had gone into Kroger on the way 
home, and there was Barney in the store 
with a barbecue chicken in his mouth. He 
got arrested for stealing a chicken!

They kill ants, don’t they?
Barney would eat anything. It’s a beagle 

trait. One night I heard rustling in the kitch-
en and went downstairs to discover Barney 
chomping on one of those aluminum ant 
traps that can be slid under the fridge. Bar-
ney used his paw to extricate the trap and 
was enjoying its sweet flavor, the poison 
dripping out of his mouth. I threw him in 
the car and rushed to the animal emergen-
cy hospital. The veterinarian recognized me 
and led us inside. 

“He ate two ant traps,” I stammered. “Will 
it kill him?”

“Oh, Mr. Wolfsie,” said the doctor, “they 
don’t even kill ants.”

Belly laughs
Like people, dogs generally don’t relish 

getting caught in the rain. Barney was no 
exception. One morning at the annual Indi-
ana State Fair balloon race, Barney escaped 
from my car and minutes later was caught 
in a major downpour. 

One of the flight organizers was stand-
ing in the middle of the field assessing the 
weather and weighing the decision wheth-
er to call off the race. This guy had the big-
gest pot belly I had ever seen. There was 
Barney, hiding under the man’s protruding 
tummy and walking along with him as he 
made his way around the infield. To borrow 
a dog’s favorite expression, Barney was “dry 
as a bone.”

And now, all my television stories have 
come to an end. Thanks again to everyone 
for watching over the years.

Letters to the editor policy: The ICON will consider verifiable letters of up to 150 
words. Letters must be thoroughly vetted prior to submission. The ICON retains the 
right to reject and return any letter it deems to carry unsubstantiated content. The 
ICON also retains the right to edit letters but not their intent. Send letters to connie@
icontimes.com. Writers must include a hometown and a daytime phone number for 
verification. Guest columns: policy for guest columns is the same as the aforemen-
tioned, but the allowable length is 240 words. Guest columns should address the 
whole of ICON’s readership, not simply special interest groups, and may not in any way 
contain a commercial message. 

We need to continue 
to support our law 

enforcement  community 
during this time of 

uncertainty.
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By Amanda Gargano 

Your spine is the literal 
backbone for your health, so it’s important 
to keep it healthy. Our central nervous sys-
tem controls every cell in our body, and a 
variety of health issues can happen when 
our spine cannot support our central ner-
vous system. 

Like mother al-
ways said, sit up 

straight. 
Slouching while 

sitting can cause lig-
aments in our spine 
to stretch more than 
they’re supposed to, 
putting a strain on 
the spine. In today’s 
world, the majority 
of the workday can 
be spent sitting at 
a desk in front of a 
computer or tablet, 
which can lead to 
neck and back pain. 
Here are some things you can do to help:

• Position your computer or tablet 
screen in a way to keep your head level 
and in line with your torso.

• Keep your hips and knees level.  
• Relax your shoulders.
• Keep your elbows close to your body 

and bent at a 90-degree angle. 
• Remember to take breaks to stand or 

walk. 
Lift with your legs.  

When lifting heavy objects, we all know 
how easy it can be to strain our backs. 

Remember to bend from your legs, not your 
waist to pick up objects. Keep your feet 
shoulder-width apart for a sturdy base and 
lift slowly.

Stay active and maintain a healthy 
weight. 

Whether you visit the gym, walk, bike or 
swim, being active 
helps reduce the 
risk of lower back 
pain. Along with 
being active, it’s im-
portant to maintain 
a healthy weight. 
An excess amount 
of weight can add 
stress on the spine 
and create or in-
crease back pain. 

Don’t ignore pain 
in your spine. While 
it’s common to have 
back pain occasion-
ally, if the pain con-
tinues or becomes 

worse, schedule an appointment with your 
doctor. We don’t expect a car to run prop-
erly unless we take care of the engine, so we 
can’t expect our bodies to either unless we 
take care of our spine.

You’ll feel fine with  
a healthy spine

NUTRITION

Amanda Gargano is a nurse practitioner 
at IU Health West Hospital’s Back & 
Neck Center. Contact the office at (317) 
963-7746.

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2020-2021 school year.

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Grant Name:
Improving ALPHA’s PBIS 

Programming at ALPHA

Amount:
$333.00

ALPHA is a separate day program 
for students requiring more 
structure and support during the 
day due to social, emotional and 
behavioral issues.  In an effort to 
improve programming and come 
up with motivating incentives for 
the students, behavior consultant, 
Lindsay Cain applied for this 
grant to purchase supplies so that 
students and staff members can 
work together playing games or 
doing activities and build stronger 
relationships with one another.  By 
learning more about each other and 
getting to know one another better, 
student behavior will also improve.

Just part of the $130,000 that BEF 
awarded in grants this past year.

I am so beyond thankful for the 
BEF grant my school received.  
The grant helped our school 

continue improving our social 
emotional programming and 
helped us to solidify creating 

relationships with our students 
as a core value.

Lindsay Cain

“

“
We don’t expect a car 
to run properly unless 

we take care of the 
engine, so we can’t 

expect our bodies to 
either unless we take 

care of our spine.

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: 
Types: CAPE COD, COLONIAL, COTTAGE, 
RANCH, TUDOR, VICTORIAN; Crops: 
CORN, HAY, SOYBEANS, TOMATOES, 
WHEAT; Locations: BLOOMINGTON, INDI-
ANAPOLIS, KOKOMO, RICHMOND; Toms: 
CRUISE, HANKS, SELLECK; Words: RELAX-
ATION, REST; Winner: SATO

Puzzles & Answers
ON PAGE 25

4 6 3 2 9 7 1 5 8
9 5 1 3 8 6 4 7 2
8 2 7 1 4 5 3 6 9
5 7 6 9 1 4 8 2 3
2 4 8 6 5 3 7 9 1
1 3 9 8 7 2 6 4 5
6 8 5 4 3 9 2 1 7
3 9 4 7 2 1 5 8 6
7 1 2 5 6 8 9 3 4

A T M S A F E S U N C U T
MA RI ON N U R S E P U R S E
S A T A G A P E S T A N D
S L E E P N Y P D M B A S

M A R K S A M E
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I C E T D I A P E R A R A

N A V E S CA RM EL T I B E T
E S E H A N S E L B O N E
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EVENTScalendar

September
5 Saturday
Ant Picnic
2 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes 
Road, North Salem.Look for signs of ant 
activity. Recommended for ages 4-12. $7/
person. Preregister at hendrickscountyp-
arks.org. 

5 Saturday
Wine with the Alpacas: A Tasting Event
1-4:30 p.m. Montrose Farms Alpaca Ranch, 
3750 N CR 950 E, Brownsburg. Montrose 
Farms partners with Harmony Winery to 
host wine tasting event. Ages 21 and older. 
$21/person. 

5 Saturday
McCloud Prairie Maze
Dawn to dusk through Oct. 31. McCloud Na-
ture Park, 8518 Hughes Road, North Salem. 
Free half-mile long maze. Theme is snakes. 

8 Tuesday
Bunny Yoga
6 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 North, 
Avon. Join for yoga with bunnies. $7.25. 
Register at wtp.recdesk.com/Community/
Program/Detail?programId=576.

8 Tuesday
Veterans & Suicide Panel Discussion
6:30-8 p.m. Washington Township Park Pavil-
ion, 435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Discussion of 
different aspects of suicide within military. 
Register at caretochange.org.

9 and 23 Wednesday
Nerf at Pecar
6-7 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N, Avon. 
Bring your blasters; park provides darts and ob-
stacles. Register at washingtontwpparks.org

10 Thursday
Rock the Block
7-9 p.m. The Arbuckle, 7249 Arbuckle Com-
mons, Brownsburg. Performer is Emily Ann 
Thompson. Live music, food trucks, beer/
wine garden, yard games, free. 

11 Friday
Evenings in Ellis Concert
7 p.m. Ellis Park, 600 E. Main Street, Danville. 

FAITHONFOOD

WHERE I DINE

Jordan Brouillard, Plainfield 

Where do you like to dine? I enjoy 
going to Brew Link. 

What do you like there? Obviously, 
their beer is delicious, but their 
avocado chicken wrap is delicious. 

What do you like about this place? 

I enjoy their trivia 
night on Tuesdays 
and how you can 
always go there 
and see familiar 
faces.

Brew Link Brewing 
4710 E. U.S. 40, Plainfield

by Faith Toole

AN OPTION

The Singing Crust 
1753 E. U.S. 40, Clayton

Many have taken advantage of 
more time at home to bake, especially 
banana and zucchini breads. Others 
have supported local farmers market 
vendors like The Singing Crust for 
fresh baked goods. 

Recently, I stopped by their 
storefront located in Clayton. You 
walk in to the aromas of freshly made 
bread. Emily Cline and her staff bake 
Tuesday-Saturday, offering fresh 
items. 

I walked out with jalapeño cheddar 
artisan bread and chocolate chip 
challah, plus an almond croissant, 
pecan bar and blueberry scone. 
Missing in the photo was a cinnamon 
roll. It was beautiful and yummy! 

We know you look to Faith on Food for new spots to try tasty food and drinks around Hendricks 
County. Like many things during the COVID-19 pandemic, restaurant openings have slowed 
during this time. Instead of every issue, foodie expert Faith Toole will write her column for the 
first two issues each month for the ICON until restaurants return to full operation. 

Pineapple jalapeño margarita 
Ingredients: 3/4 cup 
tequila marinated 
with pineapple, sliced 
jalapeño, 1/8 cup triple 
sec, 1 T lime juice, 3/4 
cup sour mix, garnish 
with sliced lime 

Directions: Fill the shaker full of ice. 
Add ingredients, shake and pour. 

Garnish. 

Tacos and Tequila on Main 
1502 N. Main St., Speedway

BEHIND THE BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. Follow 
on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter  
@FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

Wanted: The Bon Jovi Tribute Band in con-
cert at the amphitheatre. Bring chairs, blan-
kets, picnic baskets. Free. Food vendors and 
Indy Beer Taps on site.

11 Friday
Celebration of Service Ribbon Cutting
8-9 a.m. Friendship Gardens, 850 S. Center 
St., Plainfield. Grand opening of Celebra-
tion of Service Plaza, to honor the men and 
women who work for the Plainfield Police 
Department, Plainfield Fire Territory and the 
Hendricks County Communications Center. 

11 Friday 
Sunset at the 9-11 Memorial Brownsburg
7:59 p.m. 350 N Green St, Brownsburg. Sun-
set service of remembrance.

11, 18, 25 Fridays
Critter Feeding Time
11 a.m.-12 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N, 
Avon. Join the naturalist and help feed crit-
ters. Pre-register at wtp.recdesk.com.

12 Saturday
Brownsburg Marching Band Invitational
8 a.m.-10 p.m. Brownsburg High School, 
football field, 310 Stadium Drive. Indepen-
dent non-competitive event for bands to 
showcase their 2020 productions. Cost: TBD. 
brownsburgbands.com/2020-brownsburg-
marching-band-event

12 Saturday
Main Street Plainfield Historic Walking 
Tour
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Plainfield Friends Meeting, 
105 S. East St., Plainfield. Visit and learn the 
history of 22 Plainfield properties. $10/in-
dividual; $15/couple. Tickets at Eventbrite.
com or call (317) 658-7756. 

12 Saturday
Brownsburg Blues & BBQ
1-8:30 p.m. Arbuckle Acres Park, 200 N. 
Green St., Brownsburg. Barbecue, musical 
acts, beer and wine garden. 

12 Saturday
Puppy Pool Party
10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Splash Island, 651 Ves-
tal Road, Plainfield. Dogs can swim. Small 
dogs,10:30-noon; large dogs, 12:30-2:30 
p.m. Bring vaccination records, costume 
contests and prize raffles. $10/dog. Pro-
ceeds to Hendricks County Humane Society. 
Call (317) 839-7665. Pre-registration recom-
mended. 
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Virus X and how it affects  
the shade-loving hostas

GARDENING By John 
Chapin

A few years ago, a friend 
asked me to check out one 
of her hostas that had some 
rather attractive green streaks 
and splotches on the previous-
ly solid gold-colored leaves. It 
was one of three in a clump of 
the same variety but definitely 
stood out with wildly different 
variegation. She was excited 
and loved the exotic look, but I 
had the unfortunate responsi-
bility to tell her that she’d have 
to dig it up, put it in a plastic 
bag and throw it in the trash 
because her hosta had been in-
fected with the dreaded hosta 
virus X. 

Since it first showed up in 
1996, nursery owners and 
breeders have destroyed 
large numbers of hostas to help prevent 
the spread of hosta virus X (HVX). Up until 
then, with the exception of slugs and fo-
liar nematodes, hostas had generally been 
considered pest free. Interestingly, early on, 
some hostas with the disease were actually 
propagated, named and sold for their “inter-
esting” foliage. 

The principal means of infection is the 
spread of sap from an infected plant by con-
taminated hands or tools. There is no evi-
dence of insect transmission, but feeding by 
rabbits, deer or slugs might vector infected 
plant sap from plant to plant. 

Early signs of infection include blue or 
green colored spots on the gold part of hos-
ta leaves, giving it a mottled appearance. 
Leaves might appear lumpy. Other plants 
develop brown spots and twisted leaves. 
Generally speaking, if a hosta leafs out dra-
matically different from previous years, it’s 
almost certainly HVX. All hosta cultivars 

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

can become infected, but gold leafed ones 
seem the most susceptible. 

There is no chemical treatment, so as 
soon as a plant shows symptoms, it should 
be removed and destroyed. Do not compost 
the plant, but dispose of it in the trash to a 
landfill. Clean and sterilize any tools used to 
remove the plant. 

It was originally thought to be easily 
transmitted from plant to plant, quickly 
infecting extensive plantings of hostas. For-
tunately, this has proved to not be the case. 
Just be vigilant.

Happy Gardening.

Do it for your
HOSPITALS.
Complete the 2020 Census

                 317.843.3800 | THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG
 

/CPAPRESENTS

Scan this code to 
purchase gift certi�cates

Plants affected by hosta virus X should be dug up and thrown away. 
Signs include discolored leaves on gold-colored hostas and brown 
spots or twisted leaves. (Photo by John Chapin)

 WAREHOUSE  TEAM WORKERS
O’REILLY AUTO PARTS DISTRIBUTION CENTER

511 EASTPOINT CIRCLE, BROWNSBURG, IN 46112

COMPETITIVE STARTING WAGE - TEAM MEMBER DISCOUNTS
FULL-TIME TEAM MEMBER BENEFITS INCLUDING:

401K & EMPLOYEE STOCK PURCHASE PLANS

TEXT ‘WORK’ to 64078
(317) 456-5977

NOW HIRING
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Seek wisdom from above to 
carry you along life’s journey
DEVOTIONAL

SACRED SPACE

By David Kaneversky

Today I need wisdom. 
Some would say wisdom is “better de-

scribed then defined,” and that is what the 
apostle James is trying to remind us in this 
passage. 

In James 3:13-16, the author states what 
wisdom is not…jealous, selfish ambitions, 
boastful, etc. Then in verse 17 of James 
chapter 3, we see what wisdom is. 

First of all, wisdom is from “above,” which 
is a reference to heavenly wisdom. God 
wants us to have wisdom that comes from 
above. James reminds us that if we want 
wisdom, we need to ask God. (James 1:5). 

This wisdom is essential if we are to live 
a life that honors God. It enables us to go 
through trials of life and daily discernment 
needed in this faith journey, especially dur-
ing these challenging days. 

But what does wisdom look like? James 
tells us wisdom is “peaceable,” the idea of 
one that is ready for peace even after much 
suffering. 

Then we have the word “yielding” that is 
defined as not insisting on every right. 

Then he uses the words, “open to reason.” 
The opposite of reason is obstinate. 

“Good fruit” is next, indicating fruit that 
is good inwardly compared to outwardly 
good deeds. 

Next is “not being divisive” that is shown 
by treating each other equally with pure 
opinions and actions. 

Remember this wisdom is from above, 
and wisdom physically came down and was 
exemplified in the life of Jesus who kept ad-
vancing in it (Luke 13:54). It was manifest in 
his childhood (Matthew 13:54) and guided 
his life (Matt 11:19).  

As you look into the mirror of God’s word 
and the mirror of your life, do you have 
heavenly wisdom? If not, turn to the one 
above and the Bible for wisdom. Boy, do we 
need wisdom from above.

What is Operation Round-Up? 
Operation Round-Up is a voluntary fundraising program 
that allows members to “round up” their bill to the nearest 
dollar amount. The spare change (never more than 99 
cents) is used to benefit the community. Funds collected 
are donated to local charities and non profits in the 
Hendricks Power service area. 

www.hendrickspower.com/roundup 

or by calling (317) 745-5473

FREE SMART PLUGFREE SMART PLUG
Enroll in Operation Round-Up for a

ENROLL NOW!ENROLL NOW!

* While supplies last!

What is a Smart Plug? 
A Smart Plug connects to your wifi and allows you to have 
better control of your energy usage. By downloading the 
app to your smartphone, you can also use it to:

Control your devices with Alexa and Google Home

Set schedules and timers remotely

Use your smartphone as a remote

Increase your home’s efficiency

David Kaneversky serves as an Elder and 
Administrative Pastor at the Bible Church 
of Brownsburg. For more information, visit 
bcb.church or call (317) 852-7475.

$500 OFF 
any purchase  

of $25.00 or more*
*One discount per purchase. Not valid with other discounts or offers, previous 

purchase, sale items, birdfood, petfood, gift certificated, gift cards, or Daily Savings 
ClubTM memberships. Valid through 9/30/20 at the WBU Avon Station location.

Like we have for the last 18 years, 
we’re ready to serve you once again

We can’t wait 
to see you  

once again!

Our business hours are: Monday–Saturday: 10am – 7pm  |  Sunday: noon–5pm 
Visit us online at avon.wbu.com for curbside service or call (317) 272-0780.   

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, we request that you wear a mask for 
in-store shopping.  Or, you can scan the QR code at the bottom of this ad using 
your smartphone and shop on-line. 

Wild Birds Unlimited 
Avon Station Shopping Center

317-272-0780
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BRINGING HOPE
Hendricks County’s volunteer Mary Lofton serves people and canines 

Compiled by Catherine Myers

When Mary Lofton is out and about in Hendricks 
County, she’s likely serving others. A resident of Hendricks 
County for 15 years, she is the wife of well-known WTHR 
weatherman Chuck Lofton. The pair met while studying 

radio and television at Southern Illinois University. They 
have three grown children, Tim, Paul and Phillip. 

Now retired, Lofton volunteers with service canines at 
Indiana Canine Assistance Network (ICAN) in Indianapolis 
as well as Hope Healthcare Services in Avon. The non-
profit organization that offers low-cost, quality healthcare 

will have its Stories of Hope Gala Sept. 26. The event will 
honor organizations that bring hope to Hendricks County.

Lofton is also a member of The Rotary Club of Avon, 
Bible Study Fellowship and Kingsway Christian Church.

For her service throughout Hendricks County, Lofton is 
the September 2020 ICON of the Month.

What do you consider your greatest virtue? Patience, great patience.

What do you most deplore in others? Ah, a wise person once told 
me that if you’ve got a problem with some behavior (in others) 
it probably means you have a problem with it yourself. So, I 
plead the fifth. 

What do you like most about living in Hendricks 
County? I love the people of Hendricks County, and I 
love the fact that I’m in the country but in 10 minutes I 
can be at Meijer.

If you had to live elsewhere other than in 
Hendricks County, where would it be? There’s 
a little patch of family land, some woods outside 
my hometown of DuQuoin, Ill., and I’d build a 
cabin there.

If you could begin life over, what would you 
change? Sure wish I’d majored in education.

If money were no issue, how would you 
spend it? Some schools, my church (how 
do you figure a tithe, one-tenth, if “money is 
no issue”?) and some of my favorite charities 
would get a windfall.

What makes you happiest? Not what — 
whom — my sons and daughters-in-law, good 
friends, my dog, Senator. So, spending time with 
them.

What is your favorite vacation spot? We just got 
back from Mackinac Island, so right now, it’s my favorite.

What do you do with idle time? I love to get lost in a 
good book.

What is it that makes you angry? What was it? Wait don’t 
tell me…Aw, dang it, I hate it when I can’t remember what I 
was going to say.

What do you do to escape from reality? I need 
to escape it?

What or who is the greatest love of your 
life? My husband of almost exactly, to the 
day, 41 years, Chuck Lofton.

Which living person in Hendricks County do you most admire? 
Chuck. He’s a sincere Christian and the son of blue collar workers. 

Ever since he was 12 years old, he has known that he wanted 
to be a broadcaster. He’s gone from radio news reporter to 

Channel 13 weatherman, and has successfully adapted 
through all the changes. 

What is the quality you most like in a man? A quick, 
appropriate sense of humor — that’s another thing I 
admire about Chuck. 

What is the quality you most like in a woman? 
Appropriate sense of humor.

What is your greatest extravagance? I usually 
don’t get extravagant unless it’s gifts for my 
kids and friends, and I go nuts in the general 
merchandise aisle at Aldi.

What are your fears, phobias? 
Confrontation and cockroaches. 

What has been the happiest time of your 
life? Some of my best memories were when my 

sons Tim, Paul and Phil were little and when I was 
coaching competitive speech at Ben Davis and 

Covenant Christian high schools.

Which talent would you most like to 
possess? Man, I would love to play the 
cello. I’ve never touched one, though.

What do you most value in your friends? I 
value joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness 

and self control. 

Which historical figure do you most identify 
with? Although there are many I admire, I suppose I’d 

identify with Medieval monks or St. Julian of Norwich: They 
were paid (I guess not paid — but it was their job) to pray all 
day, meditate, worship God and do the best they could for 
as many people as possible.

What is your greatest regret? I was able to coach 
speech teams, but I wish I’d majored in education and 

been a speech teacher.

What tenet do you live by? “All shall be well, and all manner of thing shall 
be well,” credited to St. Julian of Norwich.

ICON of the Month
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& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE
70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509

www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available

Huge End of Summer Sale Going on Now!
50%-60%-70% OFF

30% Off Special Orders!
Choose Indoor and Outdoor Comfort That fits Your Lifestyle!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.




