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By working around the clock, we helped 440 businesses in our community keep 
5,300 employees on the payroll with $46 million in SBA Paycheck Protection Program 
loans. Locally, no one did it better. Working hard. Getting it done. It’s what we do. 

Paycheck Protection Program funding: simply put, we delivered!
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Hendricks Regional Health is one of only seven hospitals in the nation to receive the 
Healthgrades Outstanding Patient Experience Award™ 13 years in a row. Whether it’s 
a preventive health check-up, a needed procedure, a screening or lab work, you can 
always count on us to deliver extraordinarily safe care for you and your family. 

Don’t delay the care you need. Make your same-day in-person or virtual appointment 
today at ThisIsHendricks.org.  

This is Outstanding
Health Care.

Eva Burgan, RN
Cancer Navigator Program
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Maple Elementary’s Kayla Kuepper awarded ACSC 
teacher of the year

Maple Elementary teacher Kayla Kue-
pper headed back to the classroom to 
start an unprecedented school year ac-
companied by mask mandates and pan-
demic protocols. Despite the challenges 
ahead, she brings the same commitment 
to education and teamwork as always.

“As Helen Keller once said, ‘Alone we 
can do little but together we can do so 
much.’ Together we are Avon strong,” 
said Kuepper, an instructional coach 
with the Avon Community School Cor-
poration.

She was recently named ACSC’s Andy 
Mohr Teacher of the Year. Kuepper was 
selected for the award by a committee 
of local community members.

Read more at myhcicon.com/maple-
elementarys-kayla-kuepper-awarded-acsc-

teacher-of-the-year

COMMUNITY

Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
ICON is published by Grow 
Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
sponsored by one of our valued 

advertisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers working 
in tandem with Grow Local Media, LLC 
sales representatives. Sponsored content 
may not reflect the views of The Hendricks 
County ICON publisher, editorial staff or 
graphic design team. The Hendricks County 
ICON is devoted to clearly differentiating 
between sponsored content and editorial 
content. Potential advertisers interested in 
sponsored content should call (317) 451-
4088 or email lyla@icontimes.com.

HC
SPONSORED

Hendricks County ICON 
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reaching  our readers, 
call Rick Myers at (317) 
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at rick@icontimes.com.
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Schools experience first COVID-19 positive cases
Avon Community School Corpora-

tion sent out a message to district 
families that says Avon High 
School will temporarily switch 
to e-Learning starting Tuesday, 
Aug. 11 for the remainder of 
the week but did not state the 
reason.

The message said students 
should go back to in-person in-
struction Monday, Aug. 10 and then 
work with their teachers for the rest of 
the week at home. 

ACSC administrators will use this time 
to continue to review and finalize options 
for a hybrid approach at Avon High School, 

according to a district statement.
The school district works with 

the Hendricks County Health 
Department to notify any close 
contacts. At press time the dis-
trict reported nine recorded 
cases in five schools.

Other Hendricks County 
school districts have also re-

ported cases of COVID-19 and are 
working with the health department 

on quarantine protocols and whether 
school instruction can be conducted in per-
son or not.

Read more at myhcicon.com/avon-high-
school-e-learning-until-aug-31

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

Maple Elementary instructional coach Kayla Kuepper 
was named Avon’s teacher of the year. (Photo provided 
by ACSC)
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Plainfield establishes bonds for 
sewage works improvements, restroom 

design for Friendship Gardens

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved an agreement with ARC Design for 
$32,852 for engineering and design services for a restroom/shelter house at 
Friendship Gardens.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved an ordinance, which would establish the 
issuance and sale of bonds for improvements to the sewage works.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved an ordinance, amending the zoning 
ordinance.

WHAT IT MEANS: The project will include two separate restroom rooms as well as a storage 
and shelter facility for the park at the existing restroom location. It will match the Talon 
Stream structure. The proposal states that the total project cost is estimated at $249,976. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The town has already received construction bids, engineering estimates 
and other data needed to take on this project, not to exceed $18 million. The expenditures 
will be funded with revenue bonds.

WHAT IT MEANS: The property at 133 S. Center St. has been changed to high density 
residential. It was previously medium density residential. 

Compiled by Nicole Davis

The Plainfield Town Council met Aug. 10 for a regular council meeting that streamed 
live on the town’s Facebook page. All council members were present. The council meets 
at 6 p.m. for a work session and 7 p.m. for a council meeting on the second and fourth 
Mondays each month, normally at 591 Moon Road. Agendas and minutes can be found at 
townofplainfield.com. The next meeting is scheduled for Aug. 24.

COMMUNITY

ICONICbriefs
Tox-Away Day rescheduled in Brownsburg 

The Tox-Away Day canceled in April 
due to coronavirus has been reset for 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. Aug. 29 at Brownsburg 
East Middle School, 1250 Airport Road, 
Brownsburg.

 Hendricks County residents can prop-
erly dispose of and recycle chemicals, 
batteries, fluorescent bulbs, electronics, 
appliances and tires. 

“The Brownsburg School Corporation 
has been very helpful as we’ve worked 
together to get this event rescheduled, 

said Lenn Detweiler, executive director of 
the Hendricks County Solid Waste Man-
agement District. “We know residents in 
and around Brownsburg look forward to 
Tox-Away Day, and we’re pleased to be 
able to find a way to offer a collection 
event there this year.”

Visit HendricksSolidWaste.com or call 
(317) 858-6070 for more information, in-
cluding a list of accepted items and fees 
that apply for the recycling televisions, 
appliances and tires.

Christian rock group performs free concert in Pittsboro
Christian rock group Seventh Day 

Slumber will perform at 6 p.m. Aug. 17 at 
Bluffwood Creek Farm, 7057 N. CR 201 E, 
Pittsboro. 

The Freedom to Worship tour will 
make this one-day stop for a free but 
ticketed event co-sponsored by Joyful 

Sounds, the Sunday night radio show 
heard on WYRZ 98.9 FM in Brownsburg.

Rob Green, the host of Joyful Sounds, 
is hosting this event.

Attendees can bring their own out-
door seating. Visit JoyfulSounds.info/
concert.
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schedule 
todayCOMPREHENSIVE

HEART CARE
WELCOMING PATIENTS

5 DAYS A WEEK
IN MOORESVILLE

Since 1978, Indiana Heart 
Physicians has proudly served 
the residents of Indiana. Our 
cardiologists specialize in the 
prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment of heart and  
vascular disease.

(800) 992-2081

    VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE

FranciscanDocs.org
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Everyone helps prevent the spread of COVID-19

This is what school looks like in 2020. Everyone has a part, even principal Susan Green helps clean 
and disinfect tables between students at lunch at Avon Middle School North. In addition to social 
distancing and mask wearing, among many safety procedures at schools, seats are marked and halls 
are divided. (Photo provided by Richard Craig, Avon Schools student resource officer)

www.CumberlandTrace.us

ASSISTED LIVING • REHABILITATION • LONG TERM CARE • MEMORY SUPPORT

ycommunityF I N D  YO U RF I N D  YO U R

Take our free assessment at cardon.us/Icon



August 14, 2020
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

8 COVER STORY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

“I’ve sat in its seats, stood on its stage and let its 
movies transport me around the world. If it were 
to go, the soul of Danville would go with it.” Philip 
Gulley, Danville resident and pastor at Fairfield 
Friends Meeting in Camby.

Saying ‘I do’

By Stephanie Dolan

A decade ago Brian and Loree Wheeler became husband 
and wife at the Avon Wedding Barn. Theirs were among the 
first nuptials said before the space on 10th Street officially 
opened for business. Now the Wheelers will celebrate their 
10th anniversary in October, and they have come full circle 
purchasing the event venue from owners Jim and Darinda 
Dragon. 

When searching for a place to hold their wedding, Lo-
ree Wheeler had a friend who knew the Dragons, and the 
Wheelers had driven to the barn to take a look at it. 

“Wedding barns were just starting to get popular at that 
time, but God shined down his grace on us,” Brian Wheeler 
said. “This couple pulled up as we were there. They said they 
were just driving by and thought the barn would be a great 
place for their wedding.”

The couple offered to not only pay to have the barn 
cleaned and decorated, but they asked Brian and Loree if 

they would be interested in using their decorations the day 
after their wedding.

“They said to us that they’d just leave their wedding 
setup on the 15th, and we could get married on the 16th,” 
Wheeler said. “Loree and I paid for port-o-potties, that’s it. 
The other couple paid for everything.”

Brian Wheeler believes experience with the first two wed-
dings on their property spurred the Dragons to turning the 
barn into a business. 

“We gave them our wedding pictures, and they turned it 
into marketing, and it became a business, said 41-year-old 
Wheeler who has run Legacy Wealth in Plainfield, a wealth 
management company, for 20 years. “And now here we are 
10 years later, and we own it ourselves.”

The small company helps with financial planning, acquir-
ing and growing businesses and selling businesses, Wheeler 
said. 

The Wheelers had no qualms about purchasing the space 
in the midst of a pandemic.

“I just kind of looked at it as an opportunity,” Wheeler said. 
“I knew a lot of businesses would be in a season of decline. 
Sometimes that motivates people to change seasons. My 
thought was it might work well for the current owners to 
make a season change of their own. I’m usually a pretty op-
timistic person, and as a wealth manager I pay close atten-
tion to market data.”

Wheeler believes Hendricks County will come out stron-
ger than before the pandemic.

“Once that politicization process fades away, not that the 
pandemic’s not real, but there’s a lot of people out there 
shouting fear,” he said. “Fear spreads, and it has a negative 
economic impact. I think though that Hendricks County 
has its head on straight, and I felt good about purchasing a 
business in Hendricks County.”

They have COVID-19 plans in place to withstand a down-
turn for a period of time.

“We also have safety procedures in place for those at-
tending weddings,” Wheeler said. “We’re going to do every-
thing we can to stay open and keep people safe. At the end 
of the day people are always going to want to get married, 
and we’re going to be here to help them celebrate that spe-
cial occasion.”

Because of Wheeler’s financial background, he has the 
perfect skill set when it comes to knowing how to acquire a 
business.

In early 2020, as part of his participation in Leadership 
Hendricks County, Wheeler was working on a capstone 
project focusing on bringing manners back to teenagers 
through ballroom dancing. 

His mother Barbarann has taught southern style ballroom 

A decade after exchanging vows, amid 
the global pandemic Brian and Loree 

Wheeler purchase Avon Wedding Barn 
from retiring Jim and Darinda Dragon

Brian and Loree Wheeler were the second couple to get married at the Avon Wedding Barn nearly 10 years ago. They purchased the property, and Brian’s mother Barbarann Wheeler will help run the business. (Submitted photo) 
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Getting to know Brian Wheeler
Do you have pets? We have two dogs, a poodle and King 
Charles spaniel, Ruby and Sam.
What do you like to do with your downtime? Hang out 
with my family. We’re all very musical. Our kids are big into 
sports too, but we love to sit around and have jam sessions.
What was the last great book you read? I love to read. 
I’m an avid reader. One of my favorite recent books is called 
“God and Money.” The quintessential message is how every-
thing belongs to God and how we’re just stewards of those 
resources.
What is your favorite movie? “Mully,” a documentary about 
a man in Africa that starts from being orphaned to growing 
up and helping other people. Great family movie.
Who or what inspires you? My faith inspires me the most. 
Jesus inspires me to be a better man. My wife inspires me. 
My family – my parents. They’ve always been very giving 
and loving towards others and they’ve inspired me to be 
the same.

dancing called cotillion for 30 years in Kentucky and came 
to teach and bring the project to life. It also led the Wheel-
ers back to the Wedding Barn.

“I have college students now who will call me because 
they’ll tell me ‘I’ll still use my manners, and my wife loves it,’”  
said Barbarann Wheeler who intended to hold a grand ball 
to end the series of cotillion classes but needed to change 
venues at the last minute.

“The moment I walked into the Wedding Barn it just felt 
like where I needed to be,” she said. “I came out of the barn 
that day and said that this business would be great, but I 
doubt they’d want to sell it.”

However, even though they might not have wanted to 
leave the business, the Dragons were ready to retire.

“Running a wedding venue is far more work than anyone 
knows,” said Jenn Pettersson, the Wedding Barn’s sales man-
ager and wedding planner. “They built such a great legacy. 
I realize it was hard for Darinda to let it go, but it was their 
turn to hand over their legacy to the Wheelers. 

“It was the perfect opportunity that came along. They’d 
just decided to partially retire, and then they get a phone 
call from the Wheelers offering to buy. It was divine inter-
vention.”

Wheeler appreciates Pettersson for a giving, service-ori-
ented heart, and the new business partnership is already 
improving the venue.  

“We’ve all been able to put our minds together and come 
up with new lighting, an upgraded bridal suite and even a 
honeymoon cabin suite,” Pettersson said. “It will definitely 
take the Wedding Barn to the next level.”

Barbarann Wheeler looks forward to them all working as a 
family, tweaking operations and creating events to help the 
community and help create meaningful memories. 

“I think that we can make the Wedding Barn a beautiful 
place for people to come and enjoy,” she said.

Meanwhile her son will work alongside his parents as a 
silent partner and business manager.

“I’m really excited for my parents to live there and take 
this on,” Brian Wheeler said. “My mom has more energy than 
any human being I’ve ever met. That’s just who she is. She is 
super stoked about this. It’s right in her wheelhouse. 

“She’ll get to do public relations and talk to people and 
get to know people and make it a perfect day for the brides,” 
Wheeler said. “My mom thought this would be a pipe dream 
and something that would never actually happen, so she’s 
excited.”

For more information on the Avon Wedding Barn, visit 
avonweddingbarn.com.

Barbarann and Anthony Wheeler (center) pose with their grandchildren 
after telling them they were moving from Kentucky to Avon. Experienced 
in ballroom dancing, she will help run the public relations side of the 
Avon Wedding Barn.  (Submitted photo)

New lighting, an upgraded bridal suite and a honeymoon cabin suite are part of the upgrades the Wheeler family has made to the Avon Wedding 
Barn. (Submitted photo)

ON THE COVER: The Wheeler family purchased the Avon Wedding Barn 
and will continue to host couples saying their vows and community 
activities. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

(Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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By Peg McRoy Glover

The music Joseph Lamm 
creates is rather hard to 
define by genre. His cre-
ativity produces songs 
that fall into hard and 
alternative rock, modern 
pop, easy listening and 
more.

“I do switch up genres a 
lot,” he said. “I enjoy creat-
ing whatever the muse 
and the passion leads me 
to.”

His latest work “Anony-
mous” released July 17 by 
the group called Joseph 
Lamm + Music Hypnotica. 
It opens with the hard 
rock song “Wild Mountain 
Rapture” and closes with 
“Smoke Filled Bar 2AM,” an 
easy-listening instrumen-
tal. In between those two 
are original songs laced 
with alluring lyrics. 

Then smack dab in the middle of the 
album is the only cover song. It is a gal-
vanizing and rousing rendition of John 
Lennon’s “Imagine,” played unlike Lennon’s 
gentle imaginings.

“I have always liked the possibilities that 
the lyrics suggest, and I loved the idea of 
making his (Lennon’s) vision played like an 
anthem, an exciting call to action,” Lamm 
said.

Joining Lamm on vocals for “Imagine” 
is Queen Delphine and the Crown Jewels, 
known as one of Indianapolis’ top blues 
bands that is also on the slate for the Sept. 
12 Blues & BBQ in Brownsburg.

“Having her bring her amazing voice 
and join me on this song makes for a tre-
mendous experience,”  Lamm said. “It is 
joyous noise.”

Born and raised in Brownsburg, Lamm 
took a circuitous path in his professional 
musical career that landed him in Los An-
geles then to Florida and back to Browns-
burg. After graduating from Brownsburg 
High School in 1976, he attended Cedar-
ville University in Ohio where he teamed 
up musically with his college roommate 
Geoffrey Walker. Together they wrote and 
produced music. 

“I loved the college experience, and 

that’s when I realized how much I love be-
ing able to express myself through music,” 
Lamm said. 

That revelation inspired him to head to 
L.A. and step into the professional arena 
where he released his first two albums, 
“Watching the Coming Storm” in 1984 and 
“Standing in the Tower’’ in 1988. Three 
singles from these albums were top 10 
hits on radio playlists in the United States, 
Canada and New Zealand. 

“There was plenty of opportunity had 
I wanted to pursue that type of life, but, 
I would have had to say goodbye to my 
family for long periods of time, and I just 
didn’t want to do that,” Lamm said. “My 
allegiances were elsewhere, and I love In-
diana.”

Lamm’s change of venue didn’t change 
his creative drive. In his Brownsburg 
hometown, he continued to write music 
and books throughout the years.

This fall a vinyl version of “Anonymous” 
will be released with a lyric insert. Lamm 
also plans to join Queen Delphine at the 
Brownsburg Blues & BBQ Festival in Ar-
buckle Acres Park for a live performance of 
their rendition of Lennon’s “Imagine.”

Visit josephlamm.com to learn more 
about Lamm and his work.

CREATING ACROSS GENRES
Brownsburg’s Joseph Lamm releases new album, to perform with featured artist at Blues & BBQ

Contemporary Indianapolis artist Carolyn Springer designed the 
artwork called Rescue of the Fallen Angel for Joseph Lamm’s new 
album “Anonymous.”  (Photo provided by Lamm)

Visit our area 
locations Today!

Avon • 317-271-6200
10728 E. US Hwy 36, Avon, 46123

Plainfield • 317-839-4466
1810 E. Main St., Plainfield, 46168

Zionsville • 317-733-9989
51 Boone Village, Zionsville, 46077

papamurphys.com

ALL ONLINE 
ORDERS OF 

$20 OR MORE  
GET 25% OFF.

Enter code: HOME25
Claim discount by entering 

the code at checkout at 
papamurphys.com.

We Make It. 
You Bake It.TM

we’re 
     open!

Joseph Lamm (left) works with engineer/producer David Price at Aire Born recording studios in Zionsville. 
Lamm’s latest work, “Anonymous,” was released July 17. (Photo provided by Emily Schwank)
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TylerTyler PetePete ChadChad CALL OR 
VISIT US ONLINE

317-284-9145  |  petermanhvac.com

“Protection YOU Can Trust, From the Family That Cares.”

Due to the financial burden of COVID-19 
on our economy, we have partnered 
with Bryant® to offer HALF OFF an  
Air Conditioner when you purchase  
a complete qualifying system.

SUMMER SUMMER 
BLOW OUTBLOW OUT!!
50% OFF AN AIR CONDITIONER

WITH COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF SERVICE AND IS NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR DISCOUNTS.  NOT VALID ON 
PREVIOUS PURCHASE.  RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS ONLY. MUST BE IN SERVICE AREA.  VALID ONLY DURING BUSINESS HOURS M-F. RESTRICTIONS 
MAY APPLY.  SEE COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE FOR ALL DETAILS.  FINANCING AVAILABLE 0% INTEREST FOR 60 MONTHS.  EXPIRES:  08/31/2020.

Includes 
Wi-Fi 

Thermostat!
405 West Main Street • Plainfield
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Friday - Saturday
7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

DINING ROOM 
NOW OPEN  

Curbside Carryout 
still available.

Best
Tenderloin
in town!

oasisdiner.com

ICONICbrief
Avon PD cancels National Night Out  

Against Crime event
For the last five years, Avon Police De-

partment has organized the annual Na-
tional Night Out Against Crime commu-
nity event. It typically draws more than 
4,000 residents to enjoy an evening of 
food, games, prizes, and much more with 
our entire staff.  

With the difficult circumstances of fa-
cilitating a 2020 event with the impact of 
COVID-19, the department worked with 
the Health Department to coordinate 

event details to ensure the safety of all 
who could attend. 

“The Hendricks County Health Depart-
ment made every effort to work with 
our staff, however we feel it is in the best 
interest of our community, staff, and 
sponsors to cancel the event,” a depart-
ment press release said. “We never take 
our community support here in Avon for 
granted, and we are looking forward to 
hosting the 2021 event.”

Hendricks County Health Department  
sets up masks hotline number

The Hendricks County Health Depart-
ment recently set up a hotline number 
to respond to questions regarding the 
Indiana state mandate regarding face 
coverings, (317) 718-6108.

Do not call 911 dispatch regarding 
face coverings or noncompliance con-
cerns. Direct any inquiries about the 
mandate to the hotline number.
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Avon High School senior  
on fast track

By Mark Ambrogi

It might be assumed Jackson Lee got his 
start in racing because of his father Kevin 
Lee’s broadcast racing career.

Yet, it actually came from his mother Sta-
cey Lee’s side of the family.

“They all ran midgets and sprint cars,” 
Jackson said. “That’s where I got my passion 
from racing going out to my cousin’s (Sam 
Imel) races.”

The Avon High School senior started rac-
ing quarter midgets when he was 8 years 
old. He switched to go-karts when he was 
12 and now has made the next step. Lee has 
won two races and finished second twice 
in the F1600 series. He is fourth in the point 
standings halfway through the season.

“You get to drop your three worst races, 
so with that he is effectively second,” said 
Kevin Lee, who is a racing reporter for NBC 
Sports.

Jackson is on path to advance to USF2000 
series, which is the first step on the official 
Road to Indy with IndyCar.

While his father has broadcast duties 
with the Indianapolis 500 the same week-
end, Jackson will race Aug. 22-23 at Summit 

Point In Middleway, W. Va. There are two 
races Aug. 22 and one Aug. 23.

Jackson, who competes for the Rice Race 
team, has a little bit of experience as he ran 
his F1600 debut at the track in 2019.

“It’s definitely been a big learning curve 
from Lucas Oil School of Racing. While I was 
able to learn a lot about driving a car and 
how to get faster on my own, I didn’t get 
that experience of communicating with 
an engineer trying to make the car drive 
perfect and exactly how I want it,” he said. 
“That’s the biggest reason I chose to do 
F1600 instead of going into USF2000 is I 
wanted to get that experience working with 
a team in cars I was already sort of familiar 
with, rather than jumping into a car with 
downforce and a little more power.”

Jackson hopes to find funding for testing 
in USF2000 this year.

“If I can get a feel for those cars early, I 
feel I have a chance to be competitive next 
year,” he said.

Jackson’s ultimate goal is to drive in the 
IndyCar Series. He became convinced he 
had a shot when he finished fourth in the 
Lucas Oil Karts to Cars Shootout in Sebring, 
Fla., in late 2018.

5530 E. US Hwy 36
Suite 100

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Buy One Drink get  
a Short Drink  
(of equal or lesser value) 

FREE 
Expires 8/31/20

Avon High School senior Jackson Lee will race Aug. 22-23 at Summit Point In Middleway, W. Va. He hopes to 
someday race in the Indianapolis 500. (Photo provided by Jeff Walrich Media)
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Town of Avon launches new website
The Town of Avon Economic Develop-

ment Department launched a new web-
site at chooseavonindiana.com.

The purpose of the organization is to 
help grow jobs and investment in the 
community. 

“This exciting new website is carefully 
designed to serve the many needs of our 
target audiences,” said John Taylor, Avon’s 
economic development director. “Specifi-
cally, corporate executives, real estate 

professionals and site location consul-
tants will easily find the crucial informa-
tion they demand. Already, the website’s 
traffic has been very significant.”

The new site was created by Brand 
Acceleration, a Hendricks County-based 
marketing and public relations firm. 

“We are proud of this new website and 
the great relationship we’ve established 
with town staff and area leaders,” said 
Jim Walton, CEO of Brand Acceleration.

Hendricks Power Cooperative members  
elect new board member

Board of Directors’ election voting 
took place at the 84th annual meeting 
of Hendricks Power Cooperative July 23. 
Board incumbents Hal Truax (Area 4) and 
Keith Cooper (Area 6) were reelected. Da-
vid Thomas was elected to serve for the 
position in Area 5, representing Marion 
Township in Hendricks County and Jack-
son Township in Putnam County. 

Thomas is a lifelong Hendricks County 
resident and Cascade High School grad-
uate. He and his wife reside in the New 
Winchester area and have been Hen-
dricks Power Cooperative members for 
more than 35 years. 

He recently retired after 42 years of 

service to Kroger, most recently as a divi-
sion retail operations manager, encom-
passing 140 stores in Indiana and sur-
rounding states. 

“I am honored by the outcome of the 
election and look forward to serving on 
the board and representing the mem-
bers of the Hendricks Power Coopera-
tive,” said Thomas.

“David will be a great asset to our 
board of directors,” said Don Stinson, 
board president. “His business manage-
ment and customer service background 
will be extremely beneficial to help make 
informed cooperative decisions.” 

Saturday, August 29, 2020
6:00—9:00 p.m.

Live Entertainment, Delectable Dining,
Beer & Wine, Silent Auction, 

Dessert Auction

$50 / Person | $275 / Table for 6

The Gathering TogetherThe Gathering Together
147 N. Center St., Plainfield, IN 46168

Buy tickets at thegatheringtogether.org

Sponsored by

United Way awards funds to  
Hendricks County organizations

United Way of Central Indiana has 
awarded the final round of unrestricted 
grants to organizations serving people 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
These combined awards of $1.7 million 
were made possible by Lilly Endowment. 

A total of $475,000 was awarded 
to Hendricks County organizations, 
including Avon Education Founda-
tion ($55,000), Brownsburg Education 
Foundation ($35,000); Family Promise 
of Hendricks County ($112,500); Susie’s 
Place ($10,000); Hendricks County Food 
Pantry Coalition ($56,000); Hendricks 
County Senior Services ($17,000); Hen-
dricks County Trauma Resource Center 

($31,500); Hope Healthcare Services 
($6,000); Meals on Wheels of Hendricks 
County, ($10,000); Mill Creek Community 
School Corporation ($27,000); Sheltering 
Wings ($65,000); and Sycamore Services 
($50,000).

“We are so grateful for this grant from 
United Way and Lilly Endowment,” said 
Julie Randall, executive director of Fam-
ily Promise. “In the last month, we have 
provided homelessness prevention and 
permanent housing for more than 300 
families, a 40 % increase from the month 
before. This unrestricted support will go 
a long way in holding up our community 
through this economic crisis.”
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE! ORDER TODAY FOR 
CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 
Expires 9/15/2020

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 9/15/2020

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

$500 OFF 
any purchase  

of $25.00 or more*
*One discount per purchase. Not valid with other discounts or offers, previous 

purchase, sale items, birdfood, petfood, gift certificated, gift cards, or Daily Savings 
ClubTM memberships. Valid through 9/30/20 at the WBU Avon Station location.

Like we have for the last 18 years, 
we’re ready to serve you once again

We can’t wait 
to see you  

once again!

Our business hours are: Monday–Saturday: 10am – 7pm  |  Sunday: noon–5pm 
Visit us online at avon.wbu.com for curbside service or call (317) 272-0780.   

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, we request that you wear a mask for 
in-store shopping.  Or, you can scan the QR code at the bottom of this ad using 
your smartphone and shop on-line. 

Wild Birds Unlimited 
Avon Station Shopping Center

317-272-0780

GOING GAGA
Local Scouts build ball pit at Pittsboro’s Scamahorn Park

By Lindsay Doty

This summer, Pittsboro’s Scamahorn Park 
received a new gaga pit addition thanks to a 
group of local Scouts who enjoy the dodge-
ball-esque game that involves running and 
dodging until the last player is standing. 

“I thought this would be a great addi-
tion to the park because it’s fun for all ages 
and is a great game to play with a group of 
friends and family,” said 16-year-old local 
Scout Nathan Skinner. 

The game is milder than dodgeball (no 
face hits) and is known as the great play-
ground equalizer that attracts all ages and 
skill levels.

“Gaga ball is a popular game among 
Scouts. A lot of camps have these gaga pits, 
and we would always have a big group of 
people play,” he said of the old-but-new-to-
some game of gaga (that has nothing to do 
with music artist Lady Gaga).

Skinner enthusiastically pitched the pit 
project idea to the park board, and with 
some explaining (the board first had to 
learn what gaga ball was), they gave the 
project a thumbs up.

Under Skinner’s leadership, Scout volun-
teers with Troop 309 spent 130-plus hours 

constructing the octagon-shaped wooden 
pit used for the game. 

“We dug three inches into the ground 
and transported about 82 cubic feet of sod 
to the baseball diamond. We then installed a 
groundcover. The very next day we attached 
the boards to the corner brackets, installed 
the rule sign and mulched the inside,” said 
the Tri-West High School junior. “My favorite 
part of the project was seeing it all come 
together. I am so thankful for everyone that 
helped. They did a fantastic job.”

To fund the pit, Skinner held a spaghet-
ti dinner in February at Pittsboro United 
Methodist Church where he raised $936. 

“It was also amazing to see a young per-
son (I am tempted to say future leader but 
he is a current leader) like Nathan Skinner 
raise funds, prep the project and lead all 
that were involved to the building of a very 
successful project,” said William Nickrand 
who serves on the Pittsboro Parks Depart-
ment and helped with the project, along 
with his Scout son. “The gaga pit has been 
up for over a month, and members of the 
community are having a blast with it.” 

Skinner hopes the pit project will take 
him to Eagle Scout status, the highest rank 
in Scouts.

Local Scout and Tri-West High School student Nathan Skinner stands inside the new gaga ball pit at 
Scamahorn Park in Pittsboro. He pitched the gaga ball pit idea and led construction on the summer project. 
(Photo provided by Nathan Skinner)
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“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean and staff 
go above and beyond to make sure the customer is always 

happy. If you are looking for a honest and dependable place 
for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiffany P.

SPRING OIL CHANGE 
SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change 
Synthetic Blind Motor Oil Only

$$20202020
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax. Most cars and light trucks 
up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off filters. With coupon. Not valid 

with any other offers. Canister filters extra if required. Exp 8/31/20

CODE: ICON  *offer not good for synthetic oil change

AC/EVAC &  
RECHARGE SPECIAL

$$898999 99 
(Normally $129.99)

With coupons only. Most cars. Not valid with any other offers. 

Exp 8/31/20

CODE: ICON 

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com  
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon

COMMUNITY

Veterans sign crossbeam as Brownsburg 
clinic construction continues

Veterans signed their names on a beam that will live in the fabric of the new clinic under construction in 
Brownsburg. (Photos provided by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs)

Staff report

During a topping 
out ceremony, veter-
ans and VA staff signed 
a crossbeam to the new 
Brownsburg VA Clinic on 
July 28 at the construc-
tion site at 557 Pit Road 
in Brownsburg. The beam 
was bolted into the top of 
the building’s frame the 
next day.

The clinic was autho-
rized as part of the Vet-
erans Choice 2.0 legisla-
tion signed in August 
2017. The $75 million facility will house 12 
primary care teams who can provide health 
care services to as many as 20,000 veter-
ans. Mental health, specialty care, physical 

Construction workers placed the beam that veterans signed July 28 on 
top of the building July 29. The clinic is expected to open in fall 2021. 

therapy, optometry, audiology, prosthetics, 
pharmacy and radiology will also be housed 
in the new clinic that is scheduled in the fall 
of 2021. 
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

SUCCEEDING IN THE TRENCHES
Avon senior is one of the nation’s top offensive linemen

Fellowship trained in sports medicine, 
Dr. Emily Cha sees sports medicine and 
general orthopedic patients.
Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400

By Mike Beas

In person and in reputation, Avon offensive tackle Blake Fisher casts a 
large shadow.

A senior, Fisher is every bit of 6-foot-6-inches, 335 pounds. He received 
32 Division I scholarship offers before verbally committing to the 
University of Notre Dame in June.

Fisher is listed as the country’s No. 3 high school lineman, according to 
Rivals.com. He is expected to anchor the Orioles’ line entering this season 
after helping lead the program to an 18-4 record over the past two years.

Much of Fisher’s desire to flourish in all aspects of life — he carries a 
3.6 grade-point average — is derived from his late sister Breonna who 
had special needs and passed away July 30, 2011, at the age of 10.

Breonna didn’t get to see her younger brother blossom into one of 
the nation’s most sought after football players, yet she continues to be a 
source of motivation.

“Blake has great compassion and concern for people in general,” said 
Avon coach Mark Bless. “He sees when someone needs a lift and will 
provide it for a kid. On the field, Blake is a big guy who plays aggressively. 
Off the field, he always has a smile on his face and appreciates life.”

Fisher recently did a Q&A with the ICON:
Q: Your sister, Breonna, passed away more than nine years ago, and 
you said the two of you were very close. Do you do anything to pay 
tribute to her before or during games?

A: Every game I play is definitely for her. I pray before every game 
and ask her to watch over me. It definitely changed me, just growing up 
without a sister. It drove me to work harder because she couldn’t do the 
basic things in life like walk or talk.
Q: You verbally committed to Notre Dame on June 15. Leading up 
to that, what were the main challenges you faced in the recruiting 
process due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic?

A: There really weren’t too many. Coaches just reached out more 
through technology. It was comfortable. After I committed to Notre 
Dame, I was pretty much locked in.
Q: Not many football players get offers from the likes of Alabama, 
Ohio State and LSU. What is it like to have to say “No,” to them?

A: It’s not really hard when you know what you want for yourself in life. 
My ultimate goal is the NFL, but with a degree from Notre Dame, I’ll be 
set for life.
Q: What is it that sold you on Notre Dame, and do you know what 
your major will be?

A: I’m majoring in business management. Notre Dame is elite 
educationally, elite athletically and elite socially. I wanted to go to a 
school that was top 10 (in football) every year and had great academics. 
The campus is just beautiful. It’s unmatched.

At a towering 6-foot-6-inches, 335 pounds, 
Avon senior offensive tackle Blake Fisher 
is expected to lead the line this fall. He 
already committed to play at Notre Dame. 
(Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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Barn Village
M I D W E S T

CAMBY - MAIN OFFICE
7302 S. KENTUCKY AVENUE 

CAMBY, IN  46113
317-474-2263

MOORESVILLE
1155 S. OLD STATE ROAD 67
MOORESVILLE, IN  46158

317-474-2124

MARTINSVILLE
ACROSS FROM RURAL KING
MARTINSVILLE, IN  46151

317-474-2263

KOKOMO SOUTH
CORNER OF 931 AND 26 

KOKOMO, IN 46902
317-474-2263

Barn Village Midwest, in Camby, Indiana, is the area’s leading 
portable barns specialist serving Marion, Boone, Hamilton, 
Hancock, Howard, Shelby and Johnson counties and 
surrounding areas. We offer barns, cabins, garages, sheds, 
chicken coops, gazebos, play houses and much more. We 
specialize in Mennonite and Amish craftmanship. For more 
information, contact Barn Village Midwest in Camby.

Check out our  
other locations:

VOTED #1 IN INDIANA         Check out barnvillagemidwest.com for our brochure and pricing!

FREE DELIVERY 
AND SETUP

WITHIN 40 MILES!

Barn Village
M I D W E S T

$75
OFF

OF PORTABLE BARNS

* Offer valid before 9-1-2020. Must present 
coupon at time of purchase. This offer is not 
redeemable for cash or gift cards, nor is it 
valid toward previous purchases. Offer may 
not be combined with any other coupons, dis-
counts, offers, or promotions. No rain checks 
issued. 

PROMO CODE: ICONAP

UP 
TO

COMMUNITY

ICONICbrief
Invasive plant management group  

launches logo contest
The effort to combat invasive plant 

species in Hendricks County has as-
sumed an official name, the Hendricks 
County Invasive Management Coopera-
tive. The all-volunteer group is now con-
sidering a logo. A design contest is open 
to all county residents.

Those interested in entering the con-
test should first learn about invasive 
plants. The Indiana Department of Natu-
ral Resources website has ample infor-
mation. Numerous kinds of invasive spe-
cies may be found all across the county, 
in towns, the countryside, private prop-
erty, fields and pastures, roadways, wa-
terways, and in county and municipal 
parks. Knowing what the concerns are 
will provide background preparation for 
designing a logo.

The “HC-IMC” letters and the group’s 
full name do not need to both appear 
in the design, or they can be combined. 
Entrants can also consider using HC Inva-
sive Management Cooperative.

The design must be versatile and read-
ily reproducible in black-and-white or 
color, simple in design and work in large 
and small formats and for uses includ-
ing online and in print applications, from 
websites to postcards, T-shirts, buttons 
and bumper stickers.

Entries should be in PDF format and 
sent to Brianna.Ollier@in.nacdnet.net by 
Oct. 1. Include the entrants name, ad-
dress, phone and email. Only one entry 
per person. Submit questions to miner.
roads@gmail.com.
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Danville starts schools 
 police department; donated 

equipment helps 
By Lindsay Doty

The Danville Community School Corpora-
tion will start the new school with its own 
police department.

The newly formed DCSC Police Depart-
ment will include the district’s two existing 
school resource officers (SROs) who have 
been working at the district in a partnership 
with the town and Danville Metropolitan 
Police Department. 

The change will mean enhanced police 
training that is tailored to working with chil-
dren. It will also mean DCSC will have con-
trol over the schedule and funding. 

In May, the school board voted to begin 
the process of creating a school depart-
ment. 

Student resource officer Derek Wodtke 
and Cpl. Matthew Oliphant, who was re-
cently named chief of the newly created 
department, will make up the team. Both 
are sworn police officers who began their 
careers with the Danville Metropolitan Po-
lice Department. 

The change will mean training that is tai-
lored to working with children and better 
scheduling.

“The role of the School Resource Officer 
is much different than that of a patrol offi-
cer, and it requires a different type of police 
work than what most officers are accus-
tomed to,” said Oliphant. “Under the previ-
ous contract between DCHS and the Town 
of Danville, there were no requirements for 
the officers assigned to the schools to be 

certified as SROs which meant that officers 
were being assigned to the school instead 
of choosing to work there voluntarily. This 
will no longer be the case with the creation 
of the DCSC Police Department as each of-
ficer is hired specifically for the position of 
SRO.”

School leaders are using an $80,000 grant 
to fund training and technology for the 
force. 

To help with the transition, the Danville 
Town Council recently voted to donate po-
lice equipment to the school department. 

Some of the items include a 2011 DMPD 
patrol vehicle that was being phased out, 
a speed radar, laptop computer and a bul-
letproof vest that was custom-fitted to Oli-
phant. 

“We are incredibly grateful for the re-
lationship Danville Schools has with the 
Danville Metropolitan Police Department 
and the Town of Danville. This generous 
donation helps us tremendously and aids 
us in better serving our students, staff and 
families,” said Ashton Brellenthin, DCSC 
spokesperson. “We will continue to foster 
our relationship with the town and police 
department to make Danville a great place 
to live, work and learn.”  

Danville starts school Aug.13. 
DCSC joins a list of other Hendricks Coun-

ty public school districts, including Browns-
burg Community School Corporation, and 
more recently Avon, that already operate 
school police departments.

COMMUNITY

Traveling different paths: Wehrle 
twins start next steps of academic, 

athletic careers 800 miles apart

By Mike Beas

Best friends the past 18 years, fraternal 
twin sisters Mary Anna and Mariah Weh-
rle recently embraced, exchanged tearful 
goodbyes and parted ways.

Mary Anna, older of the sisters by one 
minute, left July 19 for the United States 
Military Academy at West Point in New 
York where she will be part of the Golden 
Knights’ women’s cross country and track 
and field programs.

Mariah leaves in August for Indiana 
University, some 800 miles from her clos-
est confidant. She, too, is an accomplished 
distance runner and will major in exercise 
science while competing for the Hoosiers 
women’s cross country and track teams.

The Wehrle twins are recent graduates 
of Ritter High School in Indianapolis who 
previously attended St. Malachy in Browns-
burg from kindergarten through eighth 
grade. Their father, Chris, has worked as an 
optometrist at Brownsburg Family Eye Care 
for more than 30 years.

“I’m going to miss her so much. Her 
pushing me in practices and meets,” said 
Mariah, who, due to the cancellation of 
spring sports because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, never got the opportunity to 
attempt to improve upon her third-place 

finish in the 1,600-meter run at the 2019 
state finals. “But I would never trade any 
of the experiences we’ve made togeth-
er. We’re very different, but we are best 
friends.”

The last hurrah athletically for the twins 
at Ritter was the Raiders’ 13th-place effort 
in the team standings at the state cross 
country meet in Terre Haute, Indiana. Mari-
ah Wehrle took 23rd individually in a time 
of 18:49.0, with Mary Anna a few steps back 
in 26th in 18:54.6.

Both are excellent students. Mariah and 
Mary Anna finished their time at Ritter with 
respective grade point averages of 4.41 
and 4.0.

With the West Point campus only an 
hour’s drive north of New York City, the 
twins look forward to the day they hit the 
Big Apple together for the first time. The 
excursion promises no shortage of laughs 
mixed into whatever shopping they do.

It will be like they never parted, until it’s 
time to do so again.

“Obviously, it’s going to be a huge 
change for us, but Mariah knew I wanted 
to go to a military academy and that she 
didn’t. We’re doing what’s best for us,” said 
Mary Anna. “We both have our own friends 
and are so independent. Our dynamic is 
kind of hard to explain to people.”

As a school resource officer Matthew Oliphant spoke to preschool students about safety in fall of 2019 at the 
Little Warrior Learning Center. Oliphant now serves as the Danville Community School Corporation Police 
Department chief. The district goes back to class Aug. 13. (Photo provided by Danville Community School 
Corporation)

Fraternal twins Mary Anna and Mariah Wehrle parted ways for the first time in their lives to pursue 
distance running and their educations at institutions 800 miles apart. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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First lady of drag racing remembers  
early days of Lucas Oil Raceway  

as oval track marks 60 years

We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

COMMUNITY

Golfer tees off to 
hit first hole-in-one

The furry answer to isolation: Misty Eyes sees increase in 
animal adoptions during pandemic

By Lindsay Doty

When Georgann Angell goes for a walk 
around her senior community, her newly adopt-
ed kitten goes along for the ride. The tiny tabby 
named Stella hops into the basket attached to 
Angell’s walker and snuggles up to her flamingo 
toy and blanket.

“She just lays in the basket and walks with me 
wherever I go,” said Angell who adopted the pet 
last month from Misty Eyes Adoption Center in 
Avon. “She’s the best thing to come into my life.”

The 70-year-old retiree has felt isolated since 
the coronavirus. Her four children live in other 
states, and her outings with friends have come 
to a halt.

“I was lonely. I used to meet people for cof-
fee every morning or go get dessert. I was quite 
social, and now I have not been able to do that,” 
said Angell.

Now, she and Stella (she renamed the kit-
ten just so she could yell, “Stella!” when calling 
her like in “A Streetcar Named Desire”) are on a 
regular routine of cuddles, walks, and play. “She 
brightens my day. It used to be just me and the 

Hendricks County’s Insurance Agency

Our support of community is paramount to who we are.
Thank you for 40 years!

7378 BUSINESS CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 100 • AVON, IN 46123   •   (317) 272-1010   •   FAX (317) 272-8085   •   Email: Ralph@MantoothInsurance.com Ralph Mantooth Wade Mantooth

Plainfield resident Kent Conover hit his first 
hole-in-one at Deer Creek Golf Club in Clayton 
July 30. The 147-yard shot on the par 3 No. 16 
hole was witnessed by four other residents. 
(Photo provided by Bruce Kalb)

DENSO Spark Plugs  
NHRA U.S. Nationals

Sept. 3-6
Lucas Oil Raceway, 10267 U.S. 136, Indianapolis

Website: nhra.com

Adopt a pet
The Misty Eyes Adoption Center is open 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays, 5-7 p.m. Tues-

days or by appointment. There are no animals on-site on Tuesdays.
Address: 616 S. County Road 800 E, Avon

Website: mistyeyes.org
Phone: (317) 858-8022

Legendary drag racer Shirley “Cha Cha” Muldowney calls her 1982 
Top Fuel win at LOR her most memorable racing moment. (Photo 
provided by Shirley Muldowney)

Newly adopted kitten named Stella rides along in a basket with her owner Georgann Angell who wanted to get a 
pet so she wouldn’t feel so isolated during the pandemic. (Photo provided by Angell)

By Lindsay Doty

This fall Lucas Oil Raceway will celebrate 60 years of 
drag racing. Throughout the decades, the oval track lo-
cated in Brownsburg has served as a memory maker for 
fans, drivers and trailblazers in motorsports like Shirley 
“Cha Cha” Muldowney, who is also known as the “First 
Lady of Drag Racing.” 

Her earliest memory at LOR was in 1970 when she 
met Connie Kalitta and drove a dual-engine dragster in 
Top Gas.

“I remember thinking, ‘Well, this is Indy. You’re racing 
with the big boys now,’ and I was more determined than 
ever to do well,” said Muldowney, who turned 80 this 
year.

“I went on to work with Connie until 1977 until I fig-
ured out his game. Little did I know at the time, I’d win 
that race one day, the largest event in drag racing,” said 
Muldowney, the first woman to receive a license from 
the National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) to drive a Top 
Fuel dragster.

She won at Lucas Oil in 1982 in Top Fuel driving a 
pink racer — a moment she calls her “single biggest 
achievement in racing.”

“It took me 12 years, but I won it,” said Muldowney.
The drama-packed Top Fuel win was gender-barrier 

breaking and drama packed when she went up against 
her former crew chief and partner Connie Kalitta — and 
beat him.

“The best part was I put Connie on the trailer in the 
final, and the crowd went crazy. It was a helluva race. 
At the time it was the quickest and fastest side-by-side 
race in history,” she said.

A lot has changed in drag racing since those days. 
The racer said the biggest change is in the car restric-
tions.  

“It used to be unlimited fuel dragster, whatever you 
could dream up, throw it out there and see what hap-
pens. It was unlimited creativity. Now they limit every-
thing — wheelbase, rear gear, wing height, weight, cu-
bic inch, nitro percentage — it’s all cookie-cutter now. It 
was the wild west back then,” she said.

Raceway leaders have started collecting memories 
from drivers and fans alike to honor six decades of his-
tory. 

“The facility has hosted so many historic events with 
legendary participants, and we look forward to high-
lighting those moments both on site and online,” said 
Kasey Coler, raceway general manager who never for-
gets his first time at the oval track.

“I was 8 with my dad the first time I came here. It was 
U.S. Nationals, and the place seemed like it was larger 
than life,” he said.  

The past few months have come with challenges for 
the sport and the raceway amid COVID-19 cancelations 
and closures. LOR made a return to motorsports in July 
with two back-to-back weekends of NHRA races. Aug. 
6-9 the raceway hosted the Dodge Nationals that was 
originally planned for Colorado but was canceled and 
rescheduled at Lucas Oil Raceway because of the pan-
demic.

“We’re busy which is great. Unfortunately, it’s at the 
expense of others having to cancel events.”

The raceway’s Carb Night Classic weekend, the race 
before the 500, is still happening despite the Indianap-
olis 500 running without fans for the first time in history.

“We are still on as scheduled with reduced capacity,” 
said Koler. 

Lucas Oil Raceway leaders are also on going ahead 
with plans for their biggest weekend, the 66th NHRA US 
Nationals scheduled for Sept. 3.

“We take everything day by day here and look at local 
and statewide guidelines,” said Koler.
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By Lindsay Doty

Beasley’s Orchard in Danville will host its first Sunflower Festival 
this month. The new event is a chance for families and photographers 
to explore the 4 acres of sunflowers while also picking their own 
stems in an Instagram-worthy backdrop. 

Admission is $5 per 
person to explore, get 
photos and take home 
a stem.

The family-owned 
orchard in Danville 
also has a farmers 
market and seasonal 
activities. 

The team saw an 
added opportunity when they noticed how picturesque the sunflow-
ers looked. 

“This is the third year we have had the sunflowers, and we realized 
looking at it that people might enjoy this,” said Jim Finely, agritourism 
manager. 

The orchard considered a sunflower event last year, but the weath-
er didn’t cooperate. The team is excited to add the event to its list of 
activities at Beasley’s Orchard. Families looking for socially-distant 
outdoor outings have been drawn to the agritainment world since 
the pandemic. 

Sunflower Festival will run the last two weekends in August. 
The orchard will be open until 8:30 p.m Friday through Sunday dur-

ing Sunflower Festival for sunset photos. It will be exclusively open 
for photographers during weekday evenings with reservations.

Danville’s Beasley’s  
Orchard to host inaugural 

Sunflower Festival

The perfect 
socially-distant 
family outing or 
date night could 
include a trip to 
the inaugural 
Sunflower Festival 
at Beasley’s 
Orchard in 
Danville. (Photo 
provided by 
Beasley’s Orchard)
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The furry answer to isolation: Misty Eyes sees increase in 
animal adoptions during pandemic

skyrocketed when clinics limited or closed spay 
and neuter services during the stay-at-home 
order.

“Spay and neuter was considered elective. 
Those in the rescue community we’re screaming 
at the top of our lungs, ‘No,’” Fox said. “I haven’t 
seen a year like this in a very long time.”

To keep up with services, Misty Eyes volun-
teers are looking forward to the annual Bow 
Wow Bash fundraiser planned for Sept. 27 at 
Brownsburg’s Williams Park. The team has their 
fingers crossed that the outdoor adoption event 
that welcomes both owners and pets will go as 
scheduled. They’re working to make it as safe as 
possible.

 “The biggest difference will be the spaces 
between vendors,” Fox said. .”We will be spacing 
them more to open things up. It is a large space.”

The event helps with adoptions. Proceeds 
also support the expansion project in Avon to 
have permanent animal facilities.

TV and now it’s me and her.”
She’s part of a growing group of seniors and 

families who are adopting pets in Hendricks 
County.

Misty Eyes, a nonprofit rescue and adoption 
center that houses rescues in foster homes, has 
seen an uptick in adoption numbers since CO-
VID-19 caused stay at home orders and social 
distancing recommendations.

“It (the pandemic) hasn’t slowed us down. If 
anything we are on track to break records this 
year,” said Cherie Fox, cofounder of the Hen-
dricks County recuse with Renee Harlor.

The rescue that’s run by an army of volun-
teers had 67 adoptions in July and 342 so far 
in 2020. That’s almost as many as the nonprofit 
had in 2019 altogether.

“There are a lot of people looking for com-
panionship right now, especially older people,” 
said Fox. “People working from home are also 
able to adopt a pet and be there, which is im-
portant especially when you get a dog.”

Misty Eyes is also bringing in more rescues, 
mostly due to the exploding cat population that 

By Lindsay Doty

When Georgann Angell goes for a walk 
around her senior community, her newly adopt-
ed kitten goes along for the ride. The tiny tabby 
named Stella hops into the basket attached to 
Angell’s walker and snuggles up to her flamingo 
toy and blanket.

“She just lays in the basket and walks with me 
wherever I go,” said Angell who adopted the pet 
last month from Misty Eyes Adoption Center in 
Avon. “She’s the best thing to come into my life.”

The 70-year-old retiree has felt isolated since 
the coronavirus. Her four children live in other 
states, and her outings with friends have come 
to a halt.

“I was lonely. I used to meet people for cof-
fee every morning or go get dessert. I was quite 
social, and now I have not been able to do that,” 
said Angell.

Now, she and Stella (she renamed the kit-
ten just so she could yell, “Stella!” when calling 
her like in “A Streetcar Named Desire”) are on a 
regular routine of cuddles, walks, and play. “She 
brightens my day. It used to be just me and the 

Hendricks County’s Insurance Agency

Our support of community is paramount to who we are.
Thank you for 40 years!

7378 BUSINESS CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 100 • AVON, IN 46123   •   (317) 272-1010   •   FAX (317) 272-8085   •   Email: Ralph@MantoothInsurance.com Ralph Mantooth Wade Mantooth

Sunflower Festival
Where: Beasley’s Orchard ,  
2304 E. Main St., Danville

When: Aug. 21-23, Aug. 28-30
Hours: 9 a.m.-8:30 p.m. Fridays and 

Saturdays, 12 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Sundays
Cost: $5

Adopt a pet
The Misty Eyes Adoption Center is open 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays, 5-7 p.m. Tues-

days or by appointment. There are no animals on-site on Tuesdays.
Address: 616 S. County Road 800 E, Avon

Website: mistyeyes.org
Phone: (317) 858-8022

Bow Wow Bash
When: 1- 5 p.m. Sept. 27

Where: Williams Park, 940 S Locust lane, 
Brownsburg

Activities: Bow Wow Splash, adoptions, 
silent auction, food vendors and contests

Cost: $5 per adult donation requested

The number of years 
Greg Williams has 
served Plainfield Fire 
Territory. Williams has 
served as the division 
chief of training & 
safety since 2015 and 
was promoted to as-
sistant chief Aug. 10.

Newly adopted kitten named Stella rides along in a basket with her owner Georgann Angell who wanted to get a 
pet so she wouldn’t feel so isolated during the pandemic. (Photo provided by Angell)
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Commentary by Gus Pearcy

In high school, I wanted to impress a girl, 
so I took her to see a movie — a comedy — 
at the Royal Theater in Danville. The movie 
was horrible, and I wondered if I succeeded 
in wooing her. It didn’t matter that I took her 
to Burger Chef afterwards. What mattered 
was the time we spent and the interest I 
showed. I was too young or scared to drive 
into Indianapolis. So, none of that seminal 
experience would’ve happened without the 
Royal. 

It’s hard to imagine Danville without the 
Royal. Movies have been the main staple for 
more than 100 years at the historic building. 
The theater also hosted community plays, 
popular musicians, and other hometown 
entertainers. 

By sheer coincidence, my sister married 
the manager of the Royal, and for 20 years 
he’s told us several stories about the the-
ater and the customers. Each story is funny 
and unusual, but the underlying sense is 
the Royal is like a community center. For 
decades it has served as a gathering place 
for teens, young parents, kids, even retired 
couples. 

Hundreds of people have fond memories 
of seeing movies there. Some tell stories 
about seeing their first movie and then tak-
ing their children or grandchildren to this 
unique venue that has become a fixture in 
Danville. 

Lorie Doty had a friend who rented the 
upstairs apartment and could feel the rum-
ble of the soundtrack below. Charlie Hopper 
saw “Star Wars” there. Crooner Chad Brown 
has performed for the Hendricks County Se-
nior Services annual fundraiser for six years. 

Imagine the void if the Royal were to 
close.

It went dark for a while in the 1990s but 
was brought back by community benefac-
tor Lee Comer who purchased the building 
with the intent of bringing the movies back. 

Plus, we don’t need another business 
closing on the Historic Courthouse Square. 
The Royal could, and likely does, bring peo-
ple to Danville. 

From my own experience, I know that is 
true when I volunteered on the committee 
of the Danville Public Library and its short 
film festival. People from Indianapolis and 
beyond came to the festival to watch. 

We can’t lose the Royal.

WE CAN’T LOSE THE ROYAL
Small community theaters center residents

COMMUNITY

804 E Main St. • Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 8/31/20.

Ce
le

br
at

ing

 46 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 25

Tracie Shearer, manager of the historic 
Royal Theater in Danville, grapples to 
keep its doors open amid the Hollywood 
movie hiatus due to the global pandemic 

COMMUNITY

By Stephanie Dolan

Every small town has that place that just seems to hold 
everything together and acts as the anchor of the com-
munity. For Danville, the Royal Theater on the Downtown 
Square holds that place.

According to history passed down to current manager 
Tracie Shearer, the building the historic theater occupies 
was constructed in 1927 but has operated on the Square 
since 1914. 

Shearer, 56, has been involved with the Royal Theater 
since 2001.

“When we moved to Danville, we had four children in 
school, and the theater was closed, only occasionally oper-
ating for civic theater,” she said. “We were bummed that we 
had this awesome theater, and it was closed.”

But Shearer heard local attorney Lee Comer had pur-
chased the building and wanted to resume operations as a 
movie theater. The Shearers and Comer formed a partner-
ship to figure out the reopening, renovations and getting 
the business operational for the public.

“When I owned the Royal, Tracie ran the theater in a com-
munity-minded and expertly done manner,” Comer said.

Until March, for the last two decades the Royal had a 
steady stream of customers ushering in to see shows. 

“We didn’t know what to expect when we started, and 
we’ve been able to increase business over the years,” Shear-
er said. “It’s been well received by the public. We’ve done 
good, steady, solid business.”

In early March amid the coronavirus pandemic, business 
operations started to take a turn.

“We saw that schools were closing,” Shearer said. “We 
weren’t at the point that shutdowns were starting to hap-
pen yet, but we decided to close fairly early on just to be 
safe. We had an idea that if schools were closed, it wouldn’t 
be a good idea to have children congregating somewhere 
else. We decided to be proactive. Within a couple of weeks 
after that things started to shut down, and it was mandated 
we would have to stay closed.”

The Royal maintained a presence in the community and 
offered a sense of normalcy selling movie concessions for 
pick up several times a week for at-home movie nights. 

“Concessions went pretty well, especially at the begin-
ning,” Shearer said. “We let people know that we were open 
to have people come in and get their concessions. People 
were willing to help small businesses where they could.”

In the meantime, employees followed Gov. Eric Holcomb’s 
reopening, preparing and scheduled to open back up again 
in stage three, but then reopening plans shifted.

Tracie Shearer has been part of the Royal Theater on Danville’s Downtown Square for nearly 20 years. With the coronavirus pandemic closing 
movie theaters and no new releases coming, the historic site is at risk for closing its doors. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)
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Bassett Bonus 
 0% interest for 36 months on a new heating or cooling system!

Offer ends August 31, 2020
We can’t wait to hear from you, we’re all ears!

(317) 839-5877

Visit our web site atVisit our web site at Bassettservices.com Bassettservices.com    
to see what over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!to see what over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!

SERVICESSERVICES, , incinc

HEATING & COOLING
HEATING & COOLING

FREE DIAGNOSTIC  
with paid repair 

$98 value
Lifetime warranty on select 

replacement parts.  
Offer good only during  
normal business hours.

We’re open for business!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

COMMUNITY

Getting to know Tracie Shearer
Family: Husband Danny, four children and 11 grandchildren

What is your favorite movie? “Overboard” with Goldie 
Hawn and Kurt Russell. I also love the classics and classic 
musicals, but “Overboard” is just one that if I sit down and 
turn on the TV and it’s on, I finish it.

Do you have pets? A maltese/yorkie named Lola.

What is your favorite Hendricks County charity? The Ro-
tary Club Foundation of Danville

What was the last good book you read? “The Family Fang” 
by Kevin Wilson

Who or what inspires you? I’m inspired by history. I always 
love things that have been around for so long and the sto-
ries they could tell.

“We decided to close concessions and do a big push for 
people to come back and see movies,” she said. “In late May, 
they took movie theaters and moved us into stage four, so 
that was a blow. We had to put all of that on hold. We had to 
go back to just selling concessions.”

When Indiana’s reopening plan hit stage four in mid-June, 
Royal employees were beyond ready to open to the public. 
The timing lined up with a free summer movie festival the 
theater hosts each year.

“We get sponsorships from local businesses to show free 
movies every Wednesday,” Shearer said. “We went ahead 
with that and added another evening so that we could push 
fewer tickets at each show for social distancing.”

In addition to the free shows, Shearer started booking 
previously run movies, called repertory films, for movie go-
ers once the doors reopened since studios are not releasing 
new shows. 

“We weren’t sure what to expect,” Shearer said. “And then 
we opened, and people really just didn’t come.”

She speculates that some people don’t want to be in 
public spaces but others are venturing outside instead of to 
indoor spaces while the weather is warm.  

“Then maybe some have no strong desire to come in and 
see a movie they could watch at home,” she added. 

In an effort to bring in business, Shearer reduced the cost 
of a movie ticket from $5 to $3 and is promoting using the 
Royal for private events.

Despite the lag in business, Shearer still loves having this 
theater in Danville.

“It’s the community that’s the best thing about this the-
ater,” she said. “A movie is just a little bit funnier in a big 
room with everyone laughing, and it’s a little bit more 

exciting when everyone is on the edge of their seats.”
Shearer believes historic one-screen movie theaters like 

the Royal are special gathering places for the community to 
come together and enjoy an experience.

“They’ve always been a place in a town where people 
could come and spend time together,” she said. “I’ve heard 
stories over the years of people telling me they’d remember 
going to the Royal when they were a kid or had their first 
kiss or their first date here. It has history and longevity for 
our town. When you have an empty movie theater on your 
downtown square it becomes something depressing in-
stead of something alive and serving the community.”

Local author and pastor Philip Gulley can’t imagine Dan-
ville without the Royal. 

“I was fortunate to have grown up with the Royal Theater, 
and moved back to Danville as it was finding its second life, 
just in time for my sons to enjoy it,” said Gulley, Danville resi-
dent and pastor at Fairfield Friends Meeting in Camby.

“I’ve sat in its seats, stood on its stage and let its movies 
transport me around the world. If it were to go, the soul of 
Danville would go with it.”

Today Shearer is just trying to hold on to keep the doors 
open and the lights on long enough for Hollywood to start 
releasing new movies again.

“Our success is dependent on what happens in Hol-
lywood,” she said. “That’s what everyone is holding their 
breath and waiting for – for these new releases to come out. 
We hope that the public will continue supporting us now 
so that we can still be operating when the movies start to 
come back.”

Even with the struggles Shearer appreciates the contin-
ued support of the community.

“Over the years, since I’ve been involved with the Royal 
Theater, and even in these last few months, we still see sup-
port from the community, and we appreciate that,” she said. 
“The sponsors, Downtown Danville Partnership, the Dan-
ville Chamber of Commerce, the ICON, the Republican, the 
people who have sent in random donations and those who 
have come in for concessions, the community has always 
come through for us, and we really appreciate that.”
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES
AVON

Diana C. Paul
Diana C. Paul, 40, passed away July 28, 2020. She 
was born July 4, 1980. Services were held Aug. 8 
at Kingsway Christian Church, Avon. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with the 
arrangements. Memorial contributions can be 
made to Worldwide Hispanic Outreach, Inc. c/o 
Kingsway.

Nancy Combs
Nancy Combs, 76, passed away March 12, 2020. 
She was born Sept. 20, 1943. Services were held 
March 18 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Janey Nannette Pettitt
Janey Nannette Pettitt, 23, passed away July 
26, 2020. She was born June 7, 1997. Services 
will be held privately. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Juanita M. Anderson
Juanita M. Anderson, 69, passed away Aug. 2, 
2020. She was born Sept. 16, 1950. Services were 
held Aug. 7 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Ronald Potts
Ronald Potts, 78, passed away Aug. 5, 2020. 
He was born Aug. 27, 1941. Services were held 
Aug. 10 at West Ridge Park Cemetery. Conkle 
Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

Gloria Gail Yancey
Gloria Gail Yancey, 70, passed away Aug. 5, 2020. 
She was born March 17, 1950. Services will be 
held at 1 p.m. Aug. 22 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Memorial contributions may be made 
to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis, 
Tennessee.

PLAINFIELD

Robert E. Reemer
Robert E. Reemer, 84, passed away July 30, 2020. 
Services will be held at a later date. Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

Heng Fung Wang
Heng Fung Wang, 91, passed away Aug. 2, 2020. 
She was born Dec. 7, 1928. Services were held 
Aug. 5 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Virginia Jones
Virginia Jones, 96, passed away Aug. 7, 2020. 
She was born June 20, 1924. Services will be 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Hendricks County Gideon Auxiliary.

BROWNSBURG

Chester D. Mann Jr. 
Chester D. Mann Jr., 80, passed away March 19. 
Visitation will be held 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., Aug. 14 
at Connection Pointe Christian Church, 1800 N. 
Green St., Brownsburg. A masonic service will 
be held at 10:30 a.m. with a celebration of life to 
follow. Face masks are required.

Carol L. Wagner
Carol L. Wagner, 65, passed away July 28, 2020. 

She was born March 4, 1955. Services were held 
July 31 at Matthews Mortuary.

Brittany Lewis
Brittany Lewis, 39, passed away July 30, 2020. She 
was born Jan. 29, 1981. Services will be held at a 
later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

Steven C. Fobes
Steven C. Fobes, 33, passed away July 30, 2020. 
He was born Oct. 29, 1986. Services will be held 
at a later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Jeanne Carlson
Jeanne Carlson, 87, passed away Aug. 7, 2020. 
She was born Aug. 4, 1933. No services are 
scheduled. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Liberty Baptist 
Church, Indianapolis.

Martha McCartney
Martha McCartney, 96, passed away Aug. 10, 
2020. She was born Aug. 30, 1923. Services will 
be held at 11 a.m. Aug. 15 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

DANVILLE

Levi Wayne Lee
Levi Wayne Lee, 19, passed away July 25, 2020. 
He was born July 15, 2001. Services were held 
Aug. 5 at Mill Creek Cemetery, Danville. Baker 
Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

Norma L. Smith
Norma L. Smith, 92, passed away July 28, 2020. 
She was born Sept. 24, 1927. Services will be held 
privately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

Faith E. Patterson
Faith E. Patterson, 83, passed away July 28, 
2020. She was born May 13, 1937. Services will 
take place at a later date. Weaver & Randolph 
Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

Albert Edwards
Albert Edwards, 75, passed away Aug. 1, 2020. 
He was born May 29, 1945. Services were held 
Aug. 8 at New Life Christian Church, Lizton. 
Singleton Community Mortuary, Indianapolis, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Velma Louise Manning
Velma Louise Manning, 80, passed away Aug. 7, 
2020. She was born May 23, 1940. Services will be 
held privately. Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Danville, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Laura Chappell
Laura Chappell, 77, passed away Aug. 6, 2020. She 
was born March 15, 1943. Services were held Aug. 
10 at Northview Christian Church, Danville. Baker 
Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted with the 
arrangements. Memorial contributions may be 
made to the American Cancer Society.

PITTSBORO

Deborah Plummer
Deborah Plummer, 72, passed away July 29, 2020. 

She was born May 7, 1948. Services were held 
privately. Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Judith Pankop
Judith Pankop, 80, passed away Aug. 5, 2020. 
She was born June 1, 1940. Services will be held 
1 p.m. Aug. 22 at Corinth Church. Eric MD Bell 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

CLAYTON

Howard Neeley
Howard Neeley, 78, passed away Aug. 1, 2020. 
He was born Aug. 14, 1941. Services will be 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Phillip G. Zimmerman
Phillip G. Zimmerman, 67, passed away Aug. 3, 
2020. He was born June 20, 1953. Services will be 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.

COMMUNITY

220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 
317-892-4242 

 www.davidahallmortuary.com

Eric, Erin and 
Evelyn Bell

Our strength is 
based on the 

principle  
of our family 

serving yours.

Hendricks County obituaries are 
printed free of charge. Funeral 

directors are encouraged  
to send obituaries and photos to 

lyla@icontimes.com.



August 14, 2020
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

28 COMMUNITY

HISTORY finds
Klondike Milling Company

Hendricks County Historical Museum is now open, Fridays and Saturdays 11 a.m.-3 p.m. or by ap-
pointment for groups at hendrickscountymuseum.org. Docent/guides will wear masks, and masks 
will be provided for guests.

By Deanna Hindsley,  
Hendricks County Museum board member

Through the early 1900s almost every 
town had a mill. Dan-
ville’s Klondike Mill Com-
pany was modern for its 
time with three stories, 
a basement and an el-
evator occupying about 
9,000 square feet. 

With an 8,000-bushel 
capacity, it produced 110 
barrels of flour a day. The 
mill also ground corn, 
using the Basher corn 
crusher and sheller, de-
vices still available today.

By 1903, 50,000 
bushels of wheat were 
ground, producing 
12,000 barrels of flour. Two kinds of flour 
produced were named Jack Frost and 

Gold Nugget.
Why the name? Many from Hendricks 

County had struck out to find their for-
tunes in the Klondike 
district during the “Gold 
Fever” of that time.

Klondike employed 
eight people. It protect-
ed its employees using 
a dust collector and two 
kinds of air purifiers.

The company boasted 
that they bought wheat 
locally from farmers of 
Hendricks and adjoining 
counties. Farmers could 
exchange their wheat 
for Klondike Flour. 

Advertisements 
boasted that a trial sack 
would convince the 

most skeptical, adding “Klondike Flour 
for 33 Years – So It Must Be Good!

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with  

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2020 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.
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THANK YOU 
FOR SUPPORTING 

LOCAL 
JOURNALISM

“The ICON is local media that can generate quick and on the spot information about facts happening in  
your county and town.  It’s a good media outlet that I can rely on for accurate and interesting local news.   

I like reading the local articles because a lot of the times I know the people or businesses personally  
and can make that connection while I read. I also find ways to connect to events happening  

in the community. It’s like a county snapshot all in one place!“
- Stephanie Scotten, Executive Director, Main Street Plainfield

In short order, the community has begun to respond to the Hendricks County ICON’s 
voluntary-pay program. The ICON is extremely grateful for the donations already received 

in support of independent, local journalism. It’s heartening that many have donated so soon. 
ICON’s pledge in return is to continue providing the hyper-local news and information its 

readers require to maximize on living full lives.

Thank you for your support!
The ICON is a long way from where it needs to be, but this is a wonderful, elevating start.  

If you are considering a donation, please understand no amount is too small.

Please go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online.  
Alternatively, you may mail your check to Hendricks County ICON

5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123 
317.451.4088 • rick@icontimes.com
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Summary of the Annual Financial Report for Calendar Year 2019 

Corp #: 3315    Corp Name: Avon Community School Corporation 
The Annual Financial Report in its entirety can be viewed on the school corporation website at: https://www.avon-schools.org/Page/6584 

Receipts and Expenditure Comparisons
Calendar Year 2019

Fund Name Budget Receipts Actual Receipts Budget Expenditures Actual Expenditures
Education Fund  $64,796,077  $67,344,697  $56,395,474  $55,134,320 
Referendum Fund  $10,199,292  $10,430,968  $10,199,292  $7,740,141 
Debt Service Fund  $32,989,312  $27,762,290  $26,579,639  $26,117,702 
Retirement/  Severance Bond Fund Debt Service Fund  $1,014,347  $852,088  $860,300  $859,300 
Operations Fund  $27,673,544  $25,381,236  $24,928,078  $24,923,939 

Grand Total  $136,672,572  $131,771,279  $118,962,783  $114,775,402 

Minimum Teacher Salary Range:  $25,000 - 30,000

Maximum Teacher Salary Range:  $80,000 - 85,000

High School Extracurricular Salaries:

Position Amount
Athletic Director  $114,490
Head Baseball  $6,000
Head Basketball - boy  $10,000
Head Basketball - girl  $10,000
Head Football  $12,000
Head Gymnastics  $-
Cross Country  $5,000
Golf - boy  $5,000
Golf - girl  $5,000
Head Softball  $6,000
Tennis - boy  $4,500
Tennis - girl  $4,500
Head Swim - boy & girl  $7,000
Head Track  $5,000
Head Volleyball  $6,000
Head Wrestling  $6,000
Head Orchestra  $3,000
Vocal Music  $3,000
Head Band  $4,000

Non-certified Employee Classifications
and Range of Pay Rates 2019-2020

Classifications Range of Pay Rates
I.  Instructional and Supplementary Pupil Services

A.  Library Aides $15.20 - $16.49
B.  Kindergarten Aides $15.20 - $16.49
C.  Special Education Aides $15.20 - $16.49
D.  Prime Time Aides $15.20 - $16.49
E.  Pre-kindergarten/Head Start Aides $15.20 - $16.49
F.  Educational Enterprises $15.20 - $16.49
G.  Other $20.22 - $21.26

II.  Cafeteria and Food Services
A.  Managers/Head Cooks $16.56 - $20.34
B.  School Food Service Director $83,430 
C.  All Other Food Service Employees $12.04 - $14.63

III.  Health Services
A.  Nurses N/A
B.  Other N/A

IV.  Office/Clerical/Secretarial $16.67 - $21.63
V.  Executive/Administrative/Accounting

A.  Business Manager $72,100 
B.  Buildings and Grounds Director $127,554 
C.  Community Relations/Publicity Director $78,583 
D.  Other

VI.  Maintenance/Custodial/Warehouse/Security/Transportation
A.  Building Custodians $13.77 - $19.11
B.  Bus Drivers $107.12 - $117.42 per day
C.  Other N/A

VII.   Computer Services $18.46 - $27.26
VIII.  Other N/A

Certified Administrative Staff
in effect June 30, 2020

Lowest Salary Highest Salary Average Salary
Administrative Staff $85,000 $190,828 $114,469

Student Enrollment
October 1, 2019

Grade Level Enrollment
Pre-School Ages 0 -2 (PW)
Pre-Kindergarten Ages 3 - 5 (PK)
Kindergarten 722
Grade 1 633
Grade 2 718
Grade 3 745
Grade 4 722
Grade 5 780
Grade 6 761
Grade 7 806
Grade 8 772
Grade 9 822
Grade 10 831
Grade 11 767
Grade 12 677
Grade 12+/Adult (13) 18
TOTAL 9774

Assessed Valuation and Tax Rates
Calendar Years 2019 and 2020

2019 2020
Assessed Valuation $2,685,735,916 $2,863,870,534 
Tax Rate - Education Fund N/A* N/A*
Tax Rate - Referendum Fund $0.3414 $0.2998
Tax Rate - Debt Service Fund $1.1569 $1.0048
Tax Rate - Retirement/Severance Bond Debt Service Fund $0.0356 $0.0326 
Tax Rate - Operations Fund $0.5143 $0.5058
Tax Rate - Exempt Debt Service Fund N/A N/A

Statement of Indebtedness
Calendar Year 2019

Indebtedness Principal Outstanding
Temporary Loans $- 
School Bonds $5,170,000 
Emergency Loans $- 
School Bus Loans $832,264 
Holding Company - Public and Private $148,525,000 
Veterans’ Memorial Loans $- 
Common School Loans $- 
Indiana Bond Bank/Anticipated Notes $- 
Retirement/Severance Bond  Debt $2,558,933 
Bank Loans or DLGF Approved Debt $2,000,000 
Qualified School Construction Bonds (ARRA) $- 
Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (ARRA) $- 
TOTAL $159,086,197 

COMMUNITY



August 14, 2020
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
31

7 2 6 9
9 5 4

8 9 2 4 7
4 3 8

5 3 4 6 2

1 5 2
7 6 4 9

3 U.S. Coins
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Chicken _______ 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Eastside Neighborhoods
____________________
____________________

1 2020 Indy 500 Month
______________________

5 Matt Damon Movies
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Fever Opponents
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

PUZZLES
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

Across
1. WFYI net.
4. Similar
9. Transform, in sci-fi
14. ___ v. Wade
15. Unit of light
16. Start of a James 
Whitcomb Riley tribute
17. Building wing
18. Glorify
19. Luggage label
20. Indianapolis 
International Airport carrier
23. Long’s Bakery lure
24. Just right
25. Earl’s Auction action
28. Long Colts pass
29. Oozes
32. Earth’s neighbor
33. Channel 6’s affiliation
35. Soon
37. See 20-Across
40. Ordinary
41. Gear part
42. “___ for the poor!”
43. Sketched
45. B-52 org.
49. Emmy winning Arthur
50. ___ Claire, Wis.
51. Prologue
52. See 20-Across
56. Two-footed beast

59. Fruity 
soda
60. WTHR 
free spot
61. Worship
62. Sports 
Illustrated 
swimsuit 
model Kate
63. Stocking 
stuffer
64. Turbine 
blade
65. Sierra 
___
66. 
Language 
suffix

Down
1. Factory-
built home, 
briefly
2. Ravel 
work
3. Rarely
4. Amazon 
woman?
5. Opulent
6. Indiana State Museum 
theatre
7. Sea greens
8. Snare

9. Damp
10. Hoosier Park figures
11. On Soc. Sec.
12. IPS support group

13. Hendricks County Fair 
critter
21. Prepares for burial
22. Butler frat letter
25. Toyland tot
26. Eye part
27. Avon summer hrs.
29. What a “-gate” may be 
attached to
30. IND info
31. Ms. Peron
32. Search for a fugitive
34. “Takin’ Care of Business” 
band, to fans
36. Petty peeve
37. Winner of the 1996 US 
presidential election in 
Indiana
38. Austen heroine
39. Pacers ticket word
40. One waiting at the 
airport?
44. Feeling regret
46. Paper clip alternative
47. Comes up
48. Search for food
50. Church officer
51. Pointless
52. Sleek, like an IndyCar
53. Rubberneck on I-70
54. “___ the Woods”
55. Gobs
56. Brickers Pub, e.g.
57. Chapel vow
58. Cook’s need

Answers on Page 38

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza 
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 8/31/20

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is happening 
rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to have daily 

lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options will be 
available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling the store. 

Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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DON’T MISS! To register, contact Cathy Myers
cathy@icontimes.com or call/text (317) 918-0334

Save the Date!
September 10, 2020
Lunch time: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Cost: $15.00

The Cardinal Shelter
Washington Township Park  
435 Whipple Lane, Avon, IN

A portion of the proceeds to benefit Leadership Hendricks County

2020 Hendricks County Business Leader’s
Women’s Lunch

KEMPER
 CPA GROUPLLP

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants

Presented by

Networking safely  
through COVID 19
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ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION
426 N. Meridian Street, Pittsboro

Auction Date:  THURSDAY, AUGUST 20TH – 6:30 P.M.

For more information visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com
Owner:  Sandra K. Marsh

 Open House:
Tuesday, 

August 18th 
5 to 7 pm

0.3 ACRE LOT WITH 13,068 SQ FT
ZONED GENERAL BUSINESS
2 BEDROOMS • 1 FULL BATH
2 CAR DETACHED GARAGE

ALL PUBLIC UTILITIES
Property to sell absolute, regardless of price!

NO MINIMUM OR RESERVE 

Jack Lawson  Brandon Lawson
AU01000629            AU19300138

AH20100007
1280 E. MAIN STREET ∙ DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122

(317) 745-6404 ∙ FAX (317) 745-7810

HOW IS COVID-19 AFFECTING 
YOU AND YOUR BUSINESS?

Let us help you navigate these uncertain times.

Stay up to date on the latest information regarding the coronavirus’ impact on 
you and your business by visiting the COVID-19 Resources page on our website. 
The challenges are changing each day, and Somerset is committed to keeping 
you informed. Contact us today to connect with a Somerset advisor.

800.469.7206
somersetcpas.com

Plant this fall for a second 
garden harvest

GARDENING By John Chapin

This past spring was so 
wet and cold that many gardeners weren’t 
able to work the soil and get traditional 
spring vegetables like radishes, lettuces, 
carrots, snap peas, spinach and broccoli 
planted before summer’s heat arrived. 
Now’s your second opportunity. 

The shorter and cooler days, with in-
creasingly chilly night temperatures are 
the spring-like conditions needed for these 
plants to thrive. There are quite a few veg-
etables that mature quickly, easily in time 
before killing frosts arrive in Central Indiana. 

Seed packets and variety descriptions in 
catalogs tell the days from planting to ma-
turity. Count back the total number of days 
required for the vegetable to mature from 
Oct. 11, which is our area’s average date for 
the first frost. (The first “hard frost” or freeze 
is usually later in the month.)  

Most of the cool-weather vegetables in-
cluding radishes, scallions, beets, lettuces, 
spinach, carrots, kale, Chinese cabbage 
and snap peas are able to withstand frosty 
nights, continuing to mature up to two 
weeks after that date, meaning you could 
use Oct. 25 as the target date, and cross 
your fingers we don›t have an early killing 
freeze.

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

As an example, radishes can start to be 
harvested in only three weeks after plant-
ing, so figuring back from Oct. 25 makes 
anytime up to the first week in October 
good for sowing radishes. Other vegetables 
need longer to mature and should be sown 
in early September. 

Transplants (small seedlings) of cabbage 
and broccoli, usually available at garden 
centers and big box stores in late sum-
mer, can be planted now through Septem-
ber for a late October harvest. Storage tip: 
Carrots, spinach, and turnips can be left in 
the ground with a good covering of straw, 
chopped leaves or frost fabric for harvest 
through the winter into early spring. 

If you haven›t tried extending your veg-
etable harvest with fall planting, you should 
give it a try. As a bonus, you can often find 
seed packets half off this month wherever 
they are sold.

Happy gardening!

With summer harvest coming to a close, plant seedlings or seeds for plants that like cooler temperatures 
such as carrots for a fall harvest. (Photo provided by John Chapin)
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Time to say goodbye to TV

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

EDITORIAL

Tradition 
returns to 
Lucas Oil 

Raceway for 
2020

With so many events canceled 
due to the public health emer-
gency, the rare return of a classic 
Hendricks County tradition is a 
cause for celebration.

Because of COVID-19 and the 
rescheduling of the Indianapolis 
500 on Aug. 23, Lucas Oil Race-
way is bringing back the iconic 
Night Before the 500 event one 
last time.

The Night Before the 500 was 
a staple in May from World War II 
through 2014 when scheduling 
issues halted the tradition. 

Since 1980, Lucas Oil Raceway 
hosted the midget car race that 
was very popular and even fea-
tured several IndyCar drivers over 
the years. It was like these guys 
couldn’t get enough of racing. It 
was a part of the lore surround-
ing IndyCar drivers.

It was always held under the 
lights the night before the big 
race in nearby Speedway. Since 
2015, the event has changed 
times and names. Most recently, 
it was renamed the Dave Steele 
Carb Night Classic, honoring the 
USAC driver killed in 2017.

Now, because of the resched-
uled Indianapolis 500, the Night 
Before the 500 can return for one 
more time. It will be a different 
main event featuring sprint cars 
with a 20-lap midget car event 
scheduled for the undercard.

Hendricks County race fans will 
get to revel in a bit of history. The 
Brownsburg area was a huge part 
of the Indianapolis 500 history 
for many years and continues 
to benefit from the world-class 
venue at Lucas Oil Raceway.

This is welcome news in a year 
where nothing seems anchored. 
Historic events such as the Night 
Before the 500 can help us deal 
with the coronavirus and the new 
world we find ourselves living in.

For more information, visit the 
Lucas Oil Raceway website at lu-
casoilraceway.com.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

 The Plainfield Police Department will 
participate in the Click It to Live It 

campaign looking for School Bus Stop Arm 
Violations through Sept. 15. Officers will be 
working while schools are in session. 
Officers will be following buses, provide 
onsite support for crosswalk violations, and 
school speed zone enforcement.   

 The Avon Education Foundation 
partners with the Avon High School 

Work Study program to provide a safe space 
for students working toward a Certificate of 
Completion to learn skills to be successful in 
a work environment.

 Avon was among the schools to 
receive reusable face masks and 

hand sanitizer from the governor’s office.

 In partnership with local law 
enforcement, the Hendricks County 

Alliance for Diversity has a team called 
Growing Community-Police Accountability. 
They are asking residents to fill out a survey 
to help begin the work of growing commu-
nity-police accountability. Visit surveymon-
key.com/r/2YDB6SQ.

 Sharon Brady created wall art in the 
form of a cross with a police badge 

and gave it to the Plainfield police and fire 
departments for a recent experience when 
officers made a positive impact in her life. 

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …

In Fort Thomas, Kentucky, dogs are prohibited 
from chasing other animals or people. 

STRANGE LAW

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“August was nearly over - 
the month of apples and 

falling stars, the last care-
free month for the school 

children. The days were not 
hot, but sunny and limpidly 

clear - the first sign of 
advancing autumn.”

– Victor Nekrasov

QUOTE

By Dick Wolfsie

“How much longer can you do a crazy gig like 
this?” asked Marcus Collins, my WISH-TV pho-
tographer. It was a subtle reference to both my 
age (44 at the time) and the nature of the job. In 
November of 1990, Channel 8 hired me to do live 
remotes weekdays between 5 and 7 a.m. Before 
that I hosted a morning talk show on Channel 13 
live from Union Station, but when that show was 
canceled it was time for something new.

“Geesh, who knows?” I remember saying to 
Marcus. “I really can’t see myself doing this after 
I’m 50.”

But soon I was 50, then 55. Then 60, 65 and 70. 
At 73 (after 4,890 shows) I picked up the remote 
control for my career this past March and clicked 
the pause button. With the pandemic spreading 
throughout the Midwest, it was risky to continue 
to venture out, interacting with the public. 

Last month, I picked up that career remote 
again, this time hitting the exit button. My mug 
had been on TV for 40+ years. Enough is enough.

It’s weird to get up in the morning now and re-
alize there is little to do on my to-do list. I already 
miss the action, finding something really cool 
that most people don’t know about, and creat-
ing a show around it. 

I loved discovering a novel place or event or a 
new situation and deciding after arriving at the 
shoot how to turn it into four interesting seg-
ments. It usually involved interviewing people I 
had never met, many of whom had never been 
on TV. That was the challenge. I can’t read a map, 
follow movies, sing, play a musical instrument or 
speak a foreign language, but I was lucky to find 

something I was good at.
I have never taken my great fortune for 

granted. Before getting my big break at a TV 
station, I was a high school teacher and was 
sure that “performing” in front of 30 kids ev-
ery day was all I had any real talent for. What 
a stroke of good luck to find another outlet 
for my abilities. I would have made a lousy…
well, made a lousy almost anything else.

WISH-TV has prepared a week of “good-
bye” snippets that aired throughout the 
week and concluded with a half-hour spe-
cial on July 31. 

It included video clips and recorded 
well wishes (I hope) from some of my col-
leagues. I’m sure the photographers will 
kid me about how tough it was to work 
with me since my thinking and behavior 
are a little scattered. Any barbs will be well 
deserved. Maybe Dave Barras and Randy 
Ollis will retell how they interacted from 
the station to some of the wild remotes I 
did in the ’90s when they were at the an-
chor desk doing news and weather.

Thanks to everyone who has watched 
over the years. What a privilege it has been 
for me!  

P.S. I will still be writing this column.

To the editor: 
I read the Indy Star article regarding Sena-

tor [John] Crane’s harmful anti-LGBTQ priori-
ties. I’ve long known his priorities, as he has 
never hidden his agenda. However, I was 
floored by his hubris. 

Senator Crane has long shared Pence-like 
views regarding the LGBTQ community. Sena-
tor Crane’s priorities and hubris regarding 
those priorities are extremely dangerous and 
harmful. Statistically, suicide is the second 
highest cause of death for Indiana youth, and 
LGBTQ youth are 2.6 times more likely to com-
mit suicide than their heterosexual peers. That 
increased risk is the result of children repeat-
ing what they’re taught at home. 

Senator Crane’s position as a community 

leader means he should be setting an exam-
ple that doesn’t increase the risk of our youth 
population. He leads a youth leadership initia-
tive. And yet, his views and willingness to be 
so loud and vocally anti LGBTQ put children 
like mine at increased risk. That is not leader-
ship. That is not representing all his constitu-
ents.

Senator Crane has made it abundantly clear 
he only cares about his worldview. He is read-
ily willing to legislate your morality. We’re ask-
ing he no longer use his religion to restrict our 
freedoms. We’re asking he no longer use his 
religious freedom to harm our children. We’re 
asking he no longer use his religious freedom 
to harm the LGBTQ community.

Shannon Walsh, Brownsburg

Letters to the editor policy: The ICON will consider verifiable letters of up to 150 words. 
Letters must be thoroughly vetted prior to submission. The ICON retains the right to reject 
and return any letter it deems to carry unsubstantiated content. The ICON also retains the 
right to edit letters but not their intent. Send letters to connie@icontimes.com. Writers 
must include a hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. Guest columns: 
policy for guest columns is the same as the aforementioned, but the allowable length is 
240 words. Guest columns should address the whole of ICON’s readership, not simply spe-
cial interest groups, and may not in any way contain a commercial message. 
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Thursday, August 20
9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.

OPEN POSITIONS FOR 
 WAREHOUSE WORKERS

WE WILL BE MAKING CONDITIONAL OFFERS FOR SEVERAL POSITIONS
DURING THIS TIME AND ABIDING WITH ALL CDC COVID-19 GUIDELINES

O’REILLY AUTO PARTS DISTRIBUTION CENTER
511 EASTPOINT CIRCLE, BROWNSBURG, IN 46112

apply before the event by texting ‘WORK’ to 64078

(317) 456-5977

HIRING EVENT

                 317.843.3800 | THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG
 

/CPAPRESENTS

Scan this code to 
purchase gift certi�cates

Beat the summer heat  
and stay cool to avoid 
heat-related illnesses

NUTRITION

Dr. Megan Crittendon is the medical 
director of emergency departments for the 
IU Health Indianapolis Suburban Region.

By Dr. Megan Crittendon

You can always count 
on an Indiana summer being hot and hu-
mid. High temperatures and humidity are 
a recipe for overheating, which can lead to 
fainting and heat exhaustion. 

It’s important to stay hydrated. When the 
temperature rises, our bodies sweat, and 
the more we sweat, 
the more water our 
bodies lose. If we 
don’t replenish with 
fluids, we can be-
come dehydrated, 
which when mixed 
when high tem-
peratures can cause 
heat exhaustion or 
fainting. 

Besides turning 
on the air condi-
tioner when you’re 
inside, keep the 
blinds and curtains 
closed to keep the 
house cool. While 
natural lighting is 
great, it can make your air conditioner work 
overtime. Before leaving the house, make 
sure you close curtains to prevent the sun 
from heating your house.

If you’re going to be outside for an ex-
tended time, such as for a sporting event, 
bring a portable fan, hat and sunshade if 
possible, and pack cold washcloths in a 
cooler to avoid overheating. Extreme tem-
peratures should be avoided.

Before heading out the door, check the 
weather to make sure you’re dressed appro-
priately. Wearing lightweight, light-colored 
and loose-fitting clothing helps keep your 
body cool. 

Be aware of heat-related illnesses, such as 
heat stroke and heat exhaustion. 

Heat exhaustion is recognizable by heavy 
sweating, nausea and paleness. If you or 
someone you know is experiencing these 
symptoms, move to a shaded cool area, re-
move tight or heavy clothing, sip water and 
locate a cool cloth. 

Heat stroke is 
more dangerous 
and includes a high 
body temperature 
of 103 degrees or 
higher, fast and 
strong pulse, nau-
sea, confusion and/
or loss of conscious-
ness. If you or some-
one you know is 
experiencing these 
symptoms, call 911 
right away. A heat 
stroke is a medical 
emergency. Help 
lower the person’s 
body tempera-
ture by moving the 

person to a cooler place and bringing cool 
cloths. Children up to 4 years of age and 
people ages 65 and older are particularly 
susceptible to heat-related illnesses.   

Finally, remember to always check your 
backseat before getting out of the vehicle. 
Children and pets should never be left in an 
unattended car. 

Help lower the person’s 
 body temperature by 

moving the person to a 
cooler place and bringing 
cool cloths. Children up to 
4 years of age and people 

ages 65 and older are 
particularly susceptible to 

heat-related ill- nesses.
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FAITHONFOOD
AN OPTION

Press Play Gaming Lounge 
1004 E. Main St., Brownsburg

We checked out the recently 
opened Press Play Gaming Lounge 
in Brownsburg. The space includes a 
full service bar and growing menu of 
food selections. 

In our reserved quad with high 
definition TV, we enjoyed the pulled 
pork sliders, chicken wings and pickle 
fries. The sliders topped with slaw 
were not as sloppy as they could have 
been. The wings were plump and 
perfectly seasoned. I like good pickle 
fries and was not disappointed. 

The menu items are made to order, 
and we were told that takes a bit 

longer. We didn’t notice the wait as 
we sipped our cocktails with all the 
games and fun. 

Press Play Gaming Lounge will 
be an awesome place to watch the 
Indianapolis 500 and NHRA U.S. 
Nationals. 

WHERE I DINE

Luis Salcedo, Avon

Where do you like to dine? My wife, 
Kathy and I always like to try different 
places and different types of food. We 
enjoy eating at Cumaco Arepa House 
for really good Venezuelan food. 

What do you like there? It’s kind of 
hard to decide what to eat there with 
so many delicious options, but we like 
cachapas  and patacones. Definitely 

it’s a must try. Our 
kids love tequeños 
and arepas. 

What do you like 
about this place? 
It’s a nice and clean place with nice 
people. You will feel like you are there 
in Venezuela. 

Cumaco Arepa House 
9642 Allisonville Road, Indianapolis

Island Green 
Ingredients: 1/4 cup 

spinach, 1/4 cup kale, 
1/4 cup mango, 1/4 
cup pineapple, 1/4 cup 
banana, 2 cups ice, 4 oz. 
water

Directions: Chop 
ingredients. Blend with 
ice and water until smooth. 

Tropical Smoothie Cafe 
10720 U.S. 36, Avon

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. Follow 
on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter  
@FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

by Faith Toole

EVENTScalendar

August
14 Friday
J-Star
7-10 p.m. Ellis Park, 600 E. Main St., Danville. 
Amphitheater event. Tribute to Lynyrd Sky-
nyrd and frynds. Bring chairs and blankets. 
Indy Beer Taps onsite. Free. 

15 Saturday
Woofstock 2020
8-9 a.m. Paw Park at Washington Township 
Community Park, 115 S. CR 575 East, Avon. 
Fundraiser runs through the park. Dogs wel-
come. $40 race fee, plus $4.31 sign-up fee. 
Tickets at runsignup.com.

15 Saturday
Art Fair and Plein Air Paint Out
12-6:30 p.m. Ellis Park Train Station, 600 E. 
Main St., Danville. Included is 3 p.m. judg-
ing of art work completed during the day by 
artists from across Indiana. Cash awards and 
ribbons presented at 6 p.m. and a sale of the 
art work painted that day. To register, visit in-
dianaartgallery.com or call (317) 753-3038.

17 Monday
Pittsboro Lawn Concert
6-8:30 p.m. Bluffwood Creek Farm, 7057 N. 
CR 201 E, Pittsboro. Seventh Day Slumber, 
Christian rock group, in concert on the side 
lawn of a private farm. Free with a required 
ticket for capacity control. Information and 
tickets at JoyfulSounds.info/concert.

20 Thursday
Honeybee Club Meeting
6:30-8 p.m. Hope Community Church, 3350 
N. Indiana 267, Brownsburg. Learn about 
the importance of honeybees to our exis-
tence and how to be a beekeeper. Jim Ber-
ndt will speak about protein in the honey-
bee diet. Free.

21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30 
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays
Sunflower Festival
9 a.m.-8:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays; 12-
8:30 p.m. Sundays. Beasley’s Orchard, 2304 
E. Main St., Danville. Explore 4 acres of sun-
flowers and pick a stem. $5/person (includes 
one stem); age 2 and under free. Additional 
stems for a fee. Visit beasleys-orchard.com/
sunflower-festival. 

22 Saturday
Summer Scavenger Hunt
10 a.m.- 4p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Road, North Salem. Search for na-
ture items on a self-guided scavenger hunt. 
Hiking terrain is easy to difficult, up to 6 
miles, determined by participants. Ages 6 to 
adult; under 16 must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian. Free.

22 Saturday
Indiana Lyons Golf Classic
8:15 a.m. check-in; 9 a.m. tee time. Pittsboro 
Golf Course, 2227 U.S. 136, Pittsboro. $85 in-
dividual; $340 four-player team. Register at 
indianalyons.com or z(317) 525-8380.

25 Tuesday
Bunny Yoga
6 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 North, 
Avon. Come join us for some yoga and
bunny pets. $7.25/person. Register at 
wtp.recdesk.com/Community/Program/
Detail?programId=576.

27 Thursday
Rock the Block
7 p.m. The Arbuckle, 7249 Arbuckle Com-
mons, Brownsburg. Live music, food trucks, 
yard games, beer garden. Performer is Sam 
King. Featured food is Boxburger and Bro-
zinni Pizzeria. Free.

27 Thursday
Farmers Market Nonprofit Night
4-7 p.m. Brownsburg Town Hall Green, 61 N. 
Green St., Brownsburg. Local nonprofits will 
host booths at the weekly farmers market. An 
opportunity to support and encourage com-
munity organizations from Hendricks County.

29 Saturday
Bee Fest
1-4 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes 
Road, North Salem. Check out the honey-
bees in the bee house observation hives. 
Activities while supplies last. Free.

September
5 Saturday
Ant Picnic
2 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes 
Road, North Salem. Celebrate the workers
of the insect world in time for Labor Day. 
Look for ant hills and other signs of ant ac-
tivity. Set out a picnic and see which foods 
the ants like best. Ages 4-12. $7/person. 
Register at hendrickscountyparks.org.



August 14, 2020
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
37



August 14, 2020
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

38

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: 
Opponents: DREAM, MERCURY, MYSTICS, 
SKY, SPARKS, STORM; Movies: CONTA-
GION, ELYSIUM, INVICTUS, MARTIAN, 
TRUE GRIT; Chicken: KIEV, PARMESAN, 
PICCATA, SALAD; Coins: DIME, NICKEL, 
PENNY; Neighborhoods: COTTAGE HOME, 
WOODRUFF PLACE; Month: AUGUST

Puzzles & Answers
ON PAGE 31

3 5 8 7 4 1 2 6 9
2 1 6 8 9 5 3 7 4
4 9 7 2 6 3 5 1 8
6 8 1 9 5 2 4 3 7
9 4 2 1 3 7 6 8 5
5 7 3 4 8 6 9 2 1
8 2 5 6 7 4 1 9 3
1 3 9 5 2 8 7 4 6
7 6 4 3 1 9 8 5 2

P B S A L I K E M O R P H
R O E L U M E N O D E T O
E L L E X A L T I D T A G
F E D E X E X P R E S S
A R O M A A P T B I D
B O M B S E E P S M A R S

A B C T V I N A B I T
D E L T A A I R L I N E S

C O M M O N T O O T H
A L M S D R A W N U S A F
B E A E A U I N T R O

A L L E G I A N T A I R
B I P E D F A N T A P S A
A D O R E U P T O N L E G
R O T O R L E O N E E S E

The answer might vary, but 
what are we going to do?

DEVOTIONAL

SACRED SPACE

By Rev. Michelle L. Knight

Now, what are we 
going to do? Living amid the COVID-19 
pandemic shifted what normal looks every-
where including worship and even summer 
block parties. 

Now, what are we going to do? Living 
amid social unrest elevated hurt, angry voic-
es as many cry out against racial injustice 
within our nation. 

Now, what are we going to do? To even 
ask this question counters the temptation 
to wait for the “next bad thing” to happen.

First, I choose to pause mid-pandemic 
and give thanks for God’s faithfulness dur-
ing this crisis. My gratitude abounds for 
faithful lay and pastor leaders who con-
quered huge adaptive challenges to contin-
ually comfort and lead their congregations 
through this time. I am even grateful for 
blunders because those missteps deepened 
discipleship growth. 

Second, I choose to respond to racial 
injustice with a pivotal learning from my 
COVID-19 experience. While the faithful 
have been separated during our quarantine, 
my appreciation of how important all God’s 
children are to God and to the beloved 
community (that is church) was amplified. 
Being present together matters. A hurt on 
one part of the body of Christ impacts us all, 
especially as life here is practice to live eter-
nally in heaven. 

So, what will I do with this learning? As I 
seek Jesus’s help to undo the damage that 
the sin of racism causes in me and others, 
I choose to intentionally invest in relation-
ships, partnerships and friendships with 
folks not like me. 

Yes, I can learn from what I read, hear or 
watch. Yes, I can unlearn behaviors as I jour-
nal, reflect and pray about my blindspots and 
missteps. Relationships, as the trinity models, 
are the best crucible classroom for repen-
tance, forgiveness, grace and reconciliation. 
“All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation,” (2 Cor 5:18).

Your path to answer the question might 
be different. But, dearly beloved, let us to-
gether seek the answer. Now, what are fol-
lowers of Jesus going to do? 

The Rev. Michelle L. Knight is the assistant 
district superintendent of the Central 
District of the Indiana Conference, the 
United Methodist Church, which supports 
Methodist congregations in six Central 
Indiana counties, including Hendricks 
County. 

What is Operation Round-Up? 
Operation Round-Up is a voluntary fundraising program 
that allows members to “round up” their bill to the nearest 
dollar amount. The spare change (never more than 99 
cents) is used to benefit the community. Funds collected 
are donated to local charities and non profits in the 
Hendricks Power service area. 

www.hendrickspower.com/roundup 

or by calling (317) 745-5473

FREE SMART PLUGFREE SMART PLUG
Enroll in Operation Round-Up for a

ENROLL NOW!ENROLL NOW!

* While supplies last!

What is a Smart Plug? 
A Smart Plug connects to your wifi and allows you to have 
better control of your energy usage. By downloading the 
app to your smartphone, you can also use it to:

Control your devices with Alexa and Google Home

Set schedules and timers remotely

Use your smartphone as a remote

Increase your home’s efficiency

Public Notice
Duke Energy (1000 E. Main St., Plainfield, IN 
46168) is submitting a Notice of Intent to the 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
of our intent to comply with the requirements of 
327 IAC 15-5 in order to discharge storm water 
from a project construction activity. This planned 
discharge is associated with the Avon CR-100 
to Ronald Reagan Relocation Project located 
within the Towns of Avon and Plainfield, Hendricks 
County, Indiana. The Project is centrally located 
at 39.748367 N, 86.362078 W. The storm water 
runoff from this Project will discharge to Clarks 
Creek directly and via unnamed tributaries 
and ultimately to the White River. Questions or 
comments regarding this project should be directed 
to Almeda Myers of Duke Energy at the above 
address. 
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SERVING OTHERS ON THE 
STREETS AND BEHIND THE PULPIT

Chad Parks wears a uniform for the Plainfield PD and leads church congregation 
Compiled by Catherine Myers

For 20 years Sgt. Chad Parks has served as an officer for 
the Plainfield Police Department. 

In addition to serving the public, for the past two 

years he has worked as the lead pastor at Second Chance 
Church, also in Plainfield. 

Parks, a U.S. Air Force veteran who has a bachelor’s de-
gree in management from Indiana Wesleyan University, 

has been married to his wife Heather for 23 years, and 
they have three children, Jordan, Nevaeh and Matea.

For his contributions as an officer and pastor in Hen-
dricks County, Parks is the ICON of the Month. 

What do you consider your greatest virtue? I try to live my life by just being 
real and transparent. I don’t try to be fake or someone else, I just try to be 
the man God has called me to be, while embracing my imperfections and 
striving to better myself. I also believe that I stand up for what’s right. I try 
to speak up when someone has been wronged or I see something that is 
wrong.
What do you most deplore in others? When I see someone taking 
advantage of someone else for their own selfish gain. This probably 
angers me the most, especially when it comes to someone who may 
be less fortunate or having a difficult time in life.
What do you like most about living in Hendricks County? That’s a 
real toss up for me. On one hand, I think about all the trails and parks in 
the county, especially in Plainfield, but it is the people as well. Speaking 
as a police officer, it is nice to live in a community where the majority 
of the people appreciate their police officers and other public servants. I 
cannot begin to count the number of people who thank me for my service 
on a daily basis for the job I do, or try to buy me coffee or lunch. It often 
reminds me why I do the job I do in the midst of all the negativity. 
If you had to live elsewhere than in Hendricks County, where 
would it be? I would probably live in Tennessee or North Carolina. I 
love both of those states because of the mountains and scenery, and 
it’s also closer to the beaches.
If you could begin life over, what would you change? That sure 
is a loaded question. I would definitely change a lot of the mistakes 
I made in my past where I hurt my family. Though I have learned a 
lot from those mistakes and poor choices, and I have grown from them, I would 
rather not have gone through them. 
If money were no issue, how would you spend it? First of all, I would give a lot to 
Second Chance Church where I pastor. We have an awesome ministry that we started 
this year where we are turning the parsonage into a temporary living home for displaced 
families and the homeless. We still have some major work to do on the house to make 
it ready for use, but I would definitely start there. On the personal side, I would buy or 
build a house for my family on a lake with some acreage to live on and of course pay off 
all of our student debt and bills.
What makes you happiest? I love spending time with my wife and three kids. There is 
just something special when all of us can be together and take time out of our busy lives 
to just enjoy life. I also enjoy the days where my wife and I can take off where we just 
spend the entire day together. 
What is your favorite vacation spot? My favorite vacation spot is usually anywhere 
there is a beach. My favorite vacation spots have been Hawaii and our last three trips to 
California. I love being on the beach, but I also love seeing the natural beauty God has 
created. 
What do you do with idle time? I like to sit out on my back deck when it’s not 90 
degrees out and read a book while I am enjoying a cold bottle of cream soda or root 
beer. I am also very content sitting in front of the TV watching sports.
What is it that makes you angry? I think that goes along with my answer to what I 
deplore in people. I can easily get angered when I observe someone taking advantage of 
someone else to where they lose money or property or get hurt. 
What do you do to escape from reality? My wife Heather and I spend one day a week 
where we just focus on rest and having fun, which is what we consider our sabbath. My 

two things that I do is either take a ride on the motorcycle or go hiking. When I 
ride on the motorcycle, I like to travel to new towns or cities in Indiana and 

find local coffee shops. I love the ride getting to the shops, but I also love 
the time in the coffee shops where I can read or do some writing. 
What or who is the greatest love of your life? My greatest love in life 
is my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Looking back at my life and all the 
struggles I have had, there is just something comforting knowing that 

He loved me enough to go to the cross and give up his life. And not 
only did he give up his life for you and me, he’s constantly growing 
and challenging me. My second love is my wife, Heather. She and I 
may be complete opposites when it comes to our personalities, but 
I love the way she loves and cares for people, and her passion and 

commitment to her family.  
Which living person in Hendricks County do you most admire? I am 

not trying to earn brownie points or anything, ha ha, but I would say it 
would be Heather. She has overcome so much in her life, and when it seems 

like things are stacked against her, she never gives up. She is constantly 
looking for ways to better herself and is very introspective. I have 

learned so much from her, and I know our three kids have as well. So 
for me, it is a no brainer on who I admire the most. She’s a rock star 
and she doesn’t even know it. 

What is the quality you most like in a man? Honesty.
What is the quality you most like in a woman? The same, honesty.

What is your greatest extravagance? Probably food. I think my 
stomach makes way too many decisions sometimes where I find myself 

wanting to try different restaurants with the best type of ribs or steak.
What are your fears, phobias? Snakes! Did I mention my wife is the person I admire the 
most? Last week Heather and I went to McCloud Nature Park and I needed to use the 
restroom, so I went to their nature center building. After I used the restroom, I started to 
go inside to see how long the building would be open and there appeared to be a very 
large black snake wrapped around the door handles to the entrance. At first I couldn’t 
decide if it was a statue type built into the door so I started to slowly reach for the door, 
and then the head moved. I did what every brave man would do: I ran to the truck and 
got Heather! Needless to say, she doesn’t have the same fear and walked right up to it. 
Chivalry was out the window. 
What has been the happiest time of your life? Most definitely the birth of my three 
kids. I love being a dad, and that hasn’t changed now that two are in college and one is a 
junior in high school.  
Which talent would you most like to possess? I wish I had some type of musical talent. 
My wife is a beautiful singer and is the worship pastor at SCC, while my two daughters 
play different instruments, and they taught themselves. My son also has musical talent. 
I on the other hand, have nothing but a love and a great appreciation for music. Even as 
the lead pastor of SCC, I have been banned from singing on stage. Yes, I am that bad.
What do you most value in your friends? Dependability.
Which historical figure do you most identify with? Paul from the Bible. I love 
his passion for sharing the Gospel, but I love the fact that he didn’t try to hide his 
imperfections and he dies for what he believed in.
What is your greatest regret? The times in my younger days where I hurt my family.
What tenet do you live by? Treat everyone with respect and honor, even when they 
don’t deserve it.

ICON of the Month
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& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE
70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509

www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available

Huge Summer Sale Going on Now!
50%-60%-70% OFF

30% Off Special Orders!
Choose Outdoor Comfort That Fits Your Lifestyle!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.


