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W
e’ve had the opportunity to learn a 
lot of  lessons over the last couple of  
months. Among them, how important 
schools are to our communities and 

culture, and how much school’s extracurricular activi-
ties, including sports, contribute to and shape student’s 
lives. A year ago, if  you’d told me to imagine a season 
without state high school basketball tournaments, 
without baseball games, softball games or track meets, 
I would have told you I couldn’t.

It’s been IU Health West Hospital’s pleasure to cel-
ebrate a diverse group of  high-achieving high school 
athletes this school year in the Hendricks County 
ICON’s “ICONIC Athlete of  the Week” feature. This 
spring, that recognition has been especially poignant 
as we asked the ICON to focus on seniors who would 
not be able to play or participate in this final season of  
their high school careers.

Our “ICONIC Athlete of  the Week” partnership 
with the ICON was meant to spotlight great kids, 
and give IU Health West an opportunity to high-
light our teams of  highly skilled physicians who help 
care for active people of  all ages. From our orthope-
dics experts, to our physical therapy teams; from our 
back specialists to our sports medicine physicians and 

more, all are focused on keeping people healthy and 
moving. 

As we reflect on this extraordinary school year, 
the feature rings the bell of  our vision even louder: 
to make Indiana one of  the nation’s healthiest states. 
Young people who embrace sports and the training 
and fitness it takes to succeed take those tools with 
them into adulthood. 

While Hendricks County consistently ranks among 
the healthiest counties in the state, the Hoosier state 
as a whole fares pretty poorly compared across the na-
tion. Typically, ranked around 40th or so, depending 
upon the measure. We have work to do, and healthy 
active young people today can help us get there tomor-
row.

To all of  the students and coaches who received 
ICONIC honors this year, congratulations for all 
you’ve achieved. 

To their parents and other loved ones, thank you 
for the commitment you made to help your student 
be successful on and off  the court, field, pool, mat or 
course. 

It’s been a privilege to highlight your successes, and 
we wish every student athlete all the best in your fu-
ture endeavors.

ICON names 2019-20 
top Hendricks County 
high school athletes 

and coaches

The Hendricks County ICON is 
pleased to announce its first-ever 
sports awards for high school ath-
letics: The ICONIC Athletes and 
Coaches of  the Year, presented by 
IU Health West Hospital. Nomi-
nations in each category were 
made by the athletic departments 
of  each of  Hendricks County’s six 
public high schools. 

Winners in each category were 
determined by ICON writers Mark 
Ambrogi and Mike Beas. Ambrogi 
and Beas have covered high school 
sports in the Indianapolis area 
since the mid-1980s. The two were 
colleagues at The Indianapolis Star 
for several years. 

The ICONIC Athletes and 
Coaches of  the Year awards are 
an end-of  the-year wrap up of  the 
ICONIC Athlete of  the Week fea-
ture, presented by IU Health West 
Hospital, that ran weekly in the 
ICON since August of  2019. The 
ICON named male and female 
winners in each category: Athlete 
of  the Year, Coach of  the Year 
and Rebound Athlete of  the Year. 
The Rebound Athletes overcame 
adversity or injury en route to suc-
cess. Here’s to all of  this year’s 
winners! 

From IU Health West Hospital  
President Paul J. Ivkovich

“It’s been a privilege to 
highlight your successes, 

and we wish every student 
athlete all the best in your 

future endeavors.”
– IU HEALTH WEST HOSPITAL PRESIDENT  

PAUL J. IVKOVICH

On the cover:  Top row, from left: Dalton Kane, 
Sidney Jones, Jaxsen Spears; bottom row, from left: 
Liz Guetig, Scott Johnson, Brian Barber. (Photo 
illustration by Eric Pritchett and Sarah McNeff)
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By Mark Ambrogi

P
lainfield High School senior 
runner Dalton Kane’s deter-
mination sets him apart.

“He’s a great athlete. He’s a 
kid with talent, has a tremendous work 
ethic and he has committed himself  to 
doing whatever he needs to do to get 
better,” Quakers cross country coach 
Joe Hoffman said.

Hoffman said distance running 
is a challenge because the 
season is a long stretch. 

“You start in June 
so you can have your 
best times in late 
October. It takes 
patience to build 
timing for all that,” 
Hoffman said. “He 
would walk in and 
get runs in and do 
what we asked him 
to do.” 

The Plainfield High School senior 
repeated as the individual cross coun-
try champion in the Hendricks Coun-
ty and Mid-State Conference meets 
in 2019. Kane also was the semistate 
champion and placed sixth in the state 
meet in 2019.

His accomplishments earned Kane 
the selection as the ICON and IU 

Health West Hospital’s Boys Athlete 
of  the Year.

Kane was slowed by 
knee injury early in the 

cross country season.
“It was difficult. I 

didn’t get to run in a 
couple of  races,” he 
said. “It kind of  stunk, 
but in the end it was 
the right move.”

By the end of  the 
cross country sea-

son, Kane said he 
had reached the peak 

of  his career.
“That’s 
where I ran 

my fast-
est times 
ever,” he 
said. 

As a ju-
nior, Kane 

just missed 
qualifying for 

the state meet by 
one spot.

Kane set his personal record with a 
time of  15:29.3 in winning the semi-
state at Shelbyville. It was a chilly day, 
but that wasn’t the biggest issue.

“It was like a monsoon,” Hoffman 
said. “It never stopped raining. That 
was a great race for him. It was defi-
nitely the best race together, as far as 
strategy, handing the competition in a 
loaded meet and battling the elements.”

Kane was expected to be one of  the 
top 3,200-meter runners in the state for 
track and field season. He competed 
in two indoor track meets before ev-
erything began getting canceled with 
schools closing for the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“It was disappointing,” Kane said. 
“As it went on, it became more and 
more real to me the season was over. 
The state meet was a huge goal for me. 
It would have been my first time for 
track. Not being able to do it is pretty 
upsetting.”

However, Kane has shifted focus to 
preparing to compete in cross country 
and track and field at IUPUI.

“I just really enjoyed the coaches 
there and the guys on the team,” said 
Kane who plans to study mechanical 
engineering. “They really knew who I 
was and took interest in me.”

During his junior year, Kane realized 
he could compete at the next level as 
colleges started to take interest.

“I found this could really take me 
somewhere,” he said. 

Work ethic leads Plainfield runner across the finish line
Runner Dalton Kane named boys Athlete of  the Year

HONORABLE  
MENTION 
Nathaniel Beeler, Avon, cross 
country — The senior is Avon’s school 
record holder in cross country (15:40). 
He is one of only two boy runners at 
Avon to compete in three IHSAA state 
finals, and is one of only four Avon 
boys to represent the state of Indiana 
as a senior All-Star. Beeler, who was 
ranked ninth academically in a class 
of 724, was named Academic All-
State cross country first team.

Logan Miller, Brownsburg, wres-
tling — The sophomore captured 
the 106-pound state championship, 
finishing with a 43-2 record. Miller 
also captured sectional, regional and 
semistate titles.

AJ Sanders, Casade, football, base-
ball — This senior was named to the 
Class 2A Senior All-State Team and 
All-Indiana Crossroads Conference 
team. He had 36 catches for 950 
yards and 14 touchdowns. On de-
fense, Sanders had five interceptions, 
including three returned for TDs, as 
defensive back. He was slated to be 
the starting shortstop on the baseball 
team. He also played basketball prior 
to his senior year.

Sam Comer, Danville, basketball 
— A four-year varsity starter, he aver-
aged 10.7 points and was a defensive 
stopper. Danville coach Brian Barber 
describes Comer as a quiet leader 
who was an excellent role model for 
younger players. Comer will play at 
Wabash College next season.

Luke Robertson, Tri-West, football, 
basketball — This senior quarterback 
passed for 1,550 yards and 21 touch-
downs last season. Robertson, who 
also rushed for three touchdowns, was 
named Sagamore Conference team 
and will play football at University of 
Saint Francis. Robertson averaged 
10.8 points per game on the basket-
ball court last season.

“He’s a great athlete. He’s a kid with 
talent, has a tremendous work ethic 

and he has committed himself to doing 
whatever he needs to do to get better.”

– PLAINFIELD CROSS COUNTRY COACH JOE HOFFMAN

Plainfield’s Dalton Kane lead the team through enthusiasm and hard work. He 
posted a personal record despite running in downpours during the 2019 cross 
country semistate. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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By Mike Beas

T
he Avon High School senior 
who values a good smile 
has had plenty to grin about 
lately.

Sidney Jones, regarded as one of  the 
best overall female athletes the school 
has produced after excelling on basket-
ball courts and softball diamonds, is 
the ICON and IU Health West Hospi-
tal’s Girls Athlete of  the Year.

Despite the 2020 softball season be-
ing cancelled, Jones, a shortstop/third 
baseman, had racked up an impressive 
scroll of  softball accomplishments as 
a three-year starter, namely a .277 ca-
reer batting average, 16 doubles and 40 
runs scored.

Jones has accepted a scholarship to 
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, 
where she plans to play softball and 
put her 4.4 grade-point average to good 
use as a biology major. Her career goal 
is to one day become an orthodontist.

“I always wanted braces as a kid, 
and once I got them, I loved them,” 
Jones said. “One thing I notice first 
about people is their smile. I smiled a 
lot without braces but smile a lot since 
having them taken off.”

As a freshman, Jones was the Ori-

oles starting third baseman on a team 
that advanced to the Class 4A state 
championship game before dropping a 
2-1 decision to Crown Point. Avon fin-
ished the season with a 23-9 record.

“It was definitely nerve-wracking. 
Just the pressure of  it and the game 
being on TV,” said Jones. “It was prob-
ably the best experience I’ve ever had. 
It helped me realize the potential we 
had at Avon, and coach (Jennifer) 
Jones made us realize our potential as 
a team.”

It was the program’s third trip to a 
title game, the 2011 squad losing 1-0 
in eight innings to Carmel and the 
2016 Orioles defeating Penn 4-3 
to reach the summit.

Early last season, coach Jones 
had a decision to make when 
her leadoff  hitter sustained an 
injury. She moved Sidney Jones 
to the top of  the order, and 
Jones responded with a career-
best .356 batting average and 
team-high totals in hits (21), 
runs (15) and doubles 
(8).

Sidney Jones’ ver-
satility also extends 

to benefit Avon’s defense.
“Sidney’s biggest attribute is her 

athleticism,” said coach Jones. “She’s 
pitched, caught, played shortstop, third 
base, first base, and I want to say I’ve 
stuck her in the outfield a couple of  
times. She played mostly third base 
for us and was able to make plays on 
bunts and just make plays other people 
can’t do.”

2-sport athlete led on the hardwood and the diamond
Sidney Jones picks up honor as top girls athlete

HONORABLE  
MENTION 
Allison Bosse, Brownsburg – She 
led the Bulldogs girls basketball team 
to a 21-9 record and Class 4A region-
al final by averaging 16.9 points, 2.9 
rebounds and 2.2 assists. The 5 foot 
7 inch guard finished her career with 
1,248 points and will play at Marian 
University.

Carly Gibbs, Cascade – She played 
volleyball, basketball, softball and 
track and field for the Cadets, leading 
the hoops squad to a 12-11 mark this 
past season by averaging 10.3 points, 
3.3 rebounds and 2 assists. Gibbs will 
attend Indiana State University and 
major in nursing.

Ella Collier, Danville – She broke 
new ground by becoming the first girls 
basketball player named to an Indiana 
All-Star team. The 6 foot guard aver-
aged 23.5 points and 5.4 rebounds 
for a 20-6 Warriors squad that won 
the sixth sectional in program history. 
Collier will play at Marian University.

Olivia Utterback, Plainfield – She 
was named an All-State volleyball 
player after her 432 kills helped the 
Quakers to a 25-8 season. Will at-
tend UC Davis and major in biology. 
Placed eighth at the 2019 state finals 
in the 100-meter hurdles in a time of 
15.06 seconds.

Josie Cialkowski, Tri-West – The 
senior swimmer finished fifth in 200-
yard individual medley and sixth in the 
100 breaststroke at the Brownsburg 
sectional. Cialkowski was also part of 
the 200 medley relay (sixth) and 200 
freestyle relay (seventh). She will at-
tend Ball State University but will not 
swim.

“Sidney’s biggest attribute is 
her athleticism. She’s pitched, 

caught, played shortstop, 
third base, first base, and I 

want to say I’ve stuck her in 
the outfield a couple of times.”

– AVON SOFTBALL COACH JENNIFER JONES 

Sidney Jones played basketball and softball for the Orioles. The Avon senior will play 
softball at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, where she plans to major in biology. 

(Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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By Mike Beas

J
axsen Spears had performed 
the block numerous times in his 
football career, only this time it 
resulted in injury.

Plainfield was in the process of  its 
second offensive series when Spears, 
the Quakers’ junior center, tore his 
right labrum in a 51-14 loss to Cathe-
dral in a Class 5A sectional to end the 
2018 season.

Spears, unaware of  the significance 
of  the pain he was experiencing, 
played the rest of  the game.

“The next Monday I went in for X-
rays and was told I had torn my right 
labrum,” recalled Spears. “It was sup-
posed to be a seven-to eight-month re-
covery, but I got it down to six months. 
I went to rehab three times a week 
with my physical therapist, and he 
gave me bands and other exercises 
to do at home.”

The 6 foot 2 inch, 280-pounder 
returned to anchor Plainfield’s 
offensive line this past fall as a se-
nior, earning him the ICON and 
IU Health West Hospital’s Boys 
Rebound Athlete of  the Year title. 
The team started the season win-
ning four of  its first five games be-
fore settling in with a 5-5 record.

The rehabilitation caused Spears, 
who played first base and pitched 
for Plainfield’s baseball team, to 
miss his junior season.

Plainfield football coach Brian 
Woodard thoroughly enjoyed 
having Spears in his program. The 
two-year starter was vital to the 
Quakers’ success, not only because 
of  his size and skill but the manner 
in which he led teammates.

Regardless of  how many years 
Woodard coaches, images of  
Spears that night against Cathe-
dral are forever engrained.

“Just the toughness he dem-
onstrated was pretty incredible,” said 
Woodard. “Jaxsen is such a positive 

kid. It’s just who he is. Always the kid 
with a smile on his face. Jaxsen with 
his positive attitude, he just made it 
easy for teammates to be part of  the 
group. He went out of  his way to help 
you be at your best.”

Spears will continue his football ca-
reer at Morehead State University in 
Morehead, Kentucky, a member of  
the Ohio Valley Conference, which in-
cludes the likes of  Eastern Kentucky, 

Austin Peay State and Eastern Illinois. 
He plans to major in accounting.

“I’ve always been a numbers per-
son,” said Spears, whose sister Kyn-
dall, 23, majored in finance, as is cur-
rently the case with his brother, Chase, 
20. “My goal is to become a CPA and 
work for one of  the top firms.”

“My (football) career was just what 
I was expecting. I’ve lived in Plainfield 
my whole life and grew up watching 
senior players who looked like grown 
men. I wouldn’t change it for the 
world. I enjoyed every second of  it.”

Even the painful ones.

Center rebounds from labrum surgery to help lead Plainfield football
Jaxsen Spears named boys Rebound Athlete of  the Year

HONORABLE  
MENTION 
Nolan McAfee, Avon – He returned 
from ulnar collateral ligament recon-
struction (also known as Tommy John 
surgery) that caused him to miss his 
junior wrestling season and quali-
fied for regional as a senior. McAfee 
battled through additional injuries his 
senior season to post a 17-9 mark at 
160 pounds.

Malek Edmonds, Brownsburg – Ed-
monds was named to the Indiana All-
Star basketball team after averaging 
17.1 points and 7.5 rebounds. The 6 
foot 5 inch senior sprained an ankle 
that forced him to miss much of Janu-
ary but returned to help the Bulldogs 
win the program’s 21st sectional title.

Mason Tharpe, Cascade – He 
bounced back from breaking his arm 
late in the football season to average 
team-highs in points (15.7), rebounds 
(5.1) and assists (3.1) for the Cadets 
basketball team as a starting point 
guard.

Trevor Gearld, Danville – The se-
nior receiver/defensive back finished 
the football season with eight recep-
tions for 148 yards and two touch-
downs. He missed bulk of the season 
with a torn calf muscle but made it 
back for the Warriors run to a Class 
3A semistate, mostly as a blocker.

Blake Saylor, Tri-West – He also 
underwent Tommy John surgery af-
ter sustaining an elbow injury dur-
ing the 2018 football season. Saylor 
missed his junior baseball season but 
returned to make 51 tackles this past 
fall on the gridiron and was supposed 
to be a key part of Bruins baseball un-
til the season was canceled.

“Just the toughness 
he demonstrated 

was pretty incredible. 
Jaxsen is such a 

positive kid. It’s just 
who he is”

– PLAINFIELD FOOTBALL COACH  
BRIAN WOODARD

Plainfield lineman Jaxsen 
Spears played through an 
injury sustained in a 2018 
game before coming back his 
senior year as the Quakers’ 
center. He plans to continue 
his career on the gridiron at 

Morehead State University. 
(Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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By Mark Ambrogi

L
iz Guetig was finally getting 
her opportunity to start her 
first varsity game as a Cas-
cade girls basketball player in 

the seventh game of  her junior season.
“She’s always been Miss Energy, so 

we put her in the lineup to get us go-
ing,” Cadets basketball coach David 
Carpenter said. 

Unfortunately, her left leg gave out 
when driving the lane, tearing her ACL 
and meniscus against Brown County 
Dec. 1, 2018, that sidelined her for the 
rest of  the basketball season and all of  
the track and field season.

“It was really hard for me because 
I was used to playing everything and 
being part of  them,” she said of  her 
first significant injury of  her career. “It 
was awful sitting on the bench. Even 
though I wasn’t playing, I was obligat-
ed to cheer my teammates on.”

But it wasn’t easy, and she would fre-
quently cry after games.

While rehabbing during the 2019 
track season, she became a team man-
ager. That was even tougher.

“That killed me. I cried a lot after 
track meets,” said Guetig, whose top 
event is 400 meters.

The crying is a departure from Gue-
tig’s positive nature.

However, the three-sport athlete 
came back strong this season, playing 
on the volleyball and basketball teams. 
She started the indoor track and field 

season before the coronavirus pan-
demic shut down schools. Her deter-
mination earned her the ICON and IU 
Health West Hospital’s Girls Rebound 
Athlete of  the Year award.

“She’s an unbelievable kid to coach,” 
Carpenter said. “Her work ethic is top 
of  the line. She works her tail off  and 
does everything she can for the team. 
I knew when she got hurt, there was 
no doubt she would make a comeback 
because I knew she would work hard 
enough to do it.”

During the summer of  2019 Guetig 
went to practice for both volleyball and 
basketball and participated as much as 
she could.

“I would shoot by myself, but I 
couldn’t play,” she said. “I didn’t 
feel like it until the volleyball 
season started.”

The 5 foot 10 inch 
Guetig was a middle 
blocker on the vol-
leyball team, finish-
ing third on the team 
in kills and 
leading the 
team in 
blocks. She 
won the 
volleyball 
team Men-
tal Attitude 
Award her 
junior and 

senior seasons.
Track is her favorite sport.
“I really love to run,” she said.
She especially loved the team aspect 

of  volleyball and basketball. 
“It was like having a second family,” 

she said.
Guetig competed in one indoor 

track meet before schools shut down 
because of  the coronavirus pandemic, 
and her final track season was eventu-
ally canceled.

Guetig, who has a 3.9 grade point 
average, will attend University of  In-
dianapolis to study physical therapy 
and exercise science. She plans to try 
to join the Greyhounds track team as a 
walk-on.

Returning to the playing field after season-ending knee injury
Liz Guetig recovers to become girls Rebound Athlete of  the Year

HONORABLE  
MENTION 
Cami Howard, Avon, track and 
field — Howard, a cheerleader as 
well as a track athlete, had to fight 
through a variety of injuries, including 
stress fractures in her right shin as a 
freshman and left shin as sophomore. 
She competed in track as a junior but 
battled chronic fatigue. Senior year 
she had a tear in her hip and over-
all weakness in her hip muscles due 
to the tear but maintained a positive 
attitude.

Ally Becki, Brownsburg, basketball 
— Becki suffered an ACL injury near 
the end of her sophomore season. She 
returned to average 11.5 points and 
7.2 rebounds as a junior this past sea-
son.

Natalie Dayharsh, Danville, cross 
country — She was struck by a reck-
less driver while running near home 
at the start of summer in 2019. She 
recovered to have a successful senior 
season, making the all-Sagamore 
Conference first team. Danville coach 
Bethany Bertoli said Dayharsh is one 
of the most dedicated and tenacious 
athletes she has ever met.

Jozee Rhodes, Plainfield, basketball 
— Recovered from a torn ACL in her 
knee to start as a sophomore in ev-
ery game, averaging 8.8 points. She 
played in 13 games before the injury 
in the 2018-19 season.

Katie Nickoli, Tri-West, basketball 
— Nickoli fought to overcome two 
ACL surgeries to be able to be an ac-
tive member of the Bruins squad as a 
senior. She was a team manager be-
cause injuries kept her from playing as 
a junior. She earned a spot as a se-
nior, playing in 13 games.

After sitting the sidelines as a 
manager and cheering from 

the bench due to an ACL 
and meniscus tear her 

junior year, three-sport 
athlete Liz Guetig came 

back as a senior to 
play volleyball and 

basketball at Cascade.  
(Photo by Eric 

Pritchett)

“She’s an unbelievable kid to 
coach. Her work ethic is top  

of the line. She works her tail 
off and does everything  

she can for the team”
– CASCADE BASKETBALL COACH DAVID CARPENTER
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By Mark Ambrogi

A 
year-round club has made 
all the difference for the 
Plainfield High School 
swimming program.

“We’ve had a little bit higher level 
of  success each season,” said Quak-
ers Scott Johnson. “Setting up a year-
round swimming program the same 
year I took over as coach was big. The 
club team that had never been around 
before has paid dividends for the high 
school team.”

Plainfield athletic director Torrey 
Rodkey said Johnson has done a tre-
mendous job since taking over the boys 
and girls swim programs in 2016. 

“The starting and building of  the 
Plainfield Community Aquatics Swim 
Club has enabled Plainfield to build 
a year-round program and catapult 
our swim program into being one of  
the top 10 to 20 swim programs in the 
state,” Rodkey said “In particular, the 
girls program has been tremendously 
successful the past couple years. Scott 
has built a deep and talented girls team 
that was able to send multiple individ-
ual swimmers and relays to the IHSAA 
State Finals this past season.”

The Hendricks County ICON has 
named Johnson as the ICON and IU 

Health West Hospital’s Girls Coach of  
the Year. 

The Quakers girls captured the sec-
tional for the second consecutive year. 
The 2019 sectional title was the Quak-
ers’ first since 2002.

“We were much more powerful at 
the sectional level this year,” Johnson 
said. “We were strong and deep in the 
sectional meet.”

Plainfield won the sectional with 
524 points, well ahead of  second place 
Avon with 383.

“We scored the most points that had 
been scored in that in recent years,” 
Johnson said. 

The future looks bright as well.
“The only points we’re losing from 

the sectional meet is from one senior 
(Maggie McGuire),” he said. “But 
we have a really strong team coming 
back next year, too.”

The Quakers finished 20th in the 
girls state meet this season and 14th 
in 2019.

“We had two relays place in the top 
16 at the state meet,” he said.

The 200-yard freestyle re-
lay team placed 14th and 
the 200-medley relay 
team finished 16th. 

Sophomore Daryn Wright was second 
in 1-meter diving. Junior Elle Gilker-
son was 16th in the 100-yard breast-
stroke.

In addition, the girls won the Hen-
dricks County meet and placed second 
in the Mid-State Conference meet.

The Quakers boys were victorious 
in the Hendricks County and section-
al meets and placed 14th in the state 
meet.

Year-round swim program escalates Plainfield teams
Scott Johnson earns girls Coach of  the Year

HONORABLE  
MENTION 
Stacie Minardo, Cascade, volley-
ball — Minardo, a Cascade gradu-
ate, brought a lot of enthusiasm and a 
positive attitude to the program in her 
first season as coach, Cascade Athlet-
ic Director Scott Stevens said. The team 
went from a 5-win team in 2018 to 11 
wins in 2019.

Amie Sherrod, Avon, volleyball 
— The Orioles had a 17-13 record, 
topping Brownsburg in the section-
al championship. Roncalli defeated 
Avon in the Class 4A regional semifi-
nals at Greenfield-Central.

Debbie Guckenberger, Browns-
burg, basketball — The Bulldogs fin-
ished 21-9, winning its Class 4A sec-
tional title with a 50-38 victory over 
Avon. Brownsburg lost to eventual 4A 
state champion Lawrence North 58-
57 in the regional championship.

Kaley May, Danville, basketball — 
The Warriors finished 20-6, winning 
its sectional for the fourth consecu-
tive season. Danville lost to Heritage 
Christian 49-45 in a Class 3A region-
al.

Dustin Malicoat, Tri-West, soc-
cer — As a first-year coach, Malicoat 
brought a new style of coaching and 
enthusiasm to this program, accord-
ing to theTri-West athletic department. 
Malicoat took a young team and was 
able to capture a sectional title and 
finish 16-2-1.

Adding a year-round club swimming program in Plainfield has 
helped Scott Johnson’s teams enjoy success. The Quakers girls 

captured the sectional for the second straight year.  
(Photo by Eric Pritchett)

“In particular, the girls 
program has been 

tremendously successful 
the past couple years. 

Scott has built a deep and 
talented girls team...”

– PLAINFIELD ATHLETIC DIRECTOR TORREY RODKEY
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By Mike Beas

B 
rian Barber is quietly assem-
bling a career that would 
seem worthy of  one day 
landing him in the Indiana 

Basketball Hall of  Fame.
His 21 seasons as the Danville boys 

coach has been a blend of  excellence 
and minimal fanfare.

As a result, Barber, 50, who reached 
the 400-win milestone this past season, 
is the ICON and IU Health West Hos-
pital’s Boys Coach of  the Year.

“When you think of  successful 
coaches in the state, Brian is one of  the 
most underrated out there,” said Dan-
ville athletic director Jon Regashus. 
“There’s never been a time we’ve gone 
into a game where I felt our team 
wasn’t prepared because of  the work 
he puts in.

“He’s been at Danville for 21 years, 
and these days that’s rare. Brian has 
something here that he essentially 
built. It wasn’t like he came to a place 
that had a ton of  success.”

Since Barber took over the Warriors 
program as a 29-year-old upstart in 
1999, he’s posted a record of  373-133 
(.737). Included are nine Class 3A sec-
tional championships, three regional 
titles and five seasons when Danville 
won 20 or more games.

During Barber’s tenure, Danville 
has experienced one losing season, an 
11-12 finish in 2011-12. That Warriors 
squad came close to ending up on the 
other side of  .500, losing five games by 
five or fewer points.

His latest ballclub was to face Beech 
Grove at the Greencastle Regional 
when the season was shut down due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.
Prior to the arrival of  Barber, a 1988 

Avon High School graduate, the school 
hadn’t won a boys basketball sectional 
since 1964. Ironically, it was the War-
riors’ 67-54 victory over Barber’s alma 
mater in the Hendricks County Tour-
nament when he reached the 400-win 
milestone (he coached three seasons 
at Riverton Parke prior to taking the 
Danville job).

The Warriors have been Sagamore 
Conference champions 12 times since 
Barber took over, including this past 
season.

“I learned a long time ago from 
older coaches that you can’t do every-
thing,” said Barber, who has had three 
assistant coaches (Greg Barber, Mark 
Artman and Rick Foster) with him 
since the time he took the Danville 
job. “You let coaches coach. I think 
it’s important to hire good people 
and let them do their job.

“We’ve had good kids who have 
bought in, good administrative sup-
port, and every group of  seniors 
wants to keep the tradition alive.”

In other words, a team effort all the 
way around.

Latest milestone caps another outstanding season for Danville coach
Brian Barber scores boys Coach of  the Year honors

HONORABLE  
MENTION 
Mark Bless, Avon – The 10th-year 
football coach led the Orioles to a spot-
less 9-0 record in the regular season 
before losing a 27-24 heartbreaker at 
Brownsburg to open sectional play. Bless 
took over the program in 2010 and has 
yet to experience a losing season, going 
84-33.

Nick Balbach, Brownsburg – The 
Bulldogs boys cross country team won 
its own sectional and the Ben Davis re-
gional before taking fourth in cold, rainy 
conditions at the Shelbyville semistate. 
A week later, the Bulldogs staked claim 
as one of the state’s elite squads with a 
fifth-place effort at the state finals in Terre 
Haute.

Paul Williams, Cascade – He led the 
Cadets to a fourth-place finish at the 
Indiana Crossroads Conference meet 
where the team had all-conference se-
lections in Dane Market (200-yard indi-
vidual medley and 100 breaststroke) and 
Jared Romoser (500 freestyle). Cascade 
took eighth at the Terre Haute South sec-
tional with 85 points.

Andy Weaver, Plainfield – The Quak-
ers boys basketball team finished with a re-
cord of 20-5, the program’s most victories 
since the Class 3A state championship club 
of 1998-99. Plainfield has four consecutive 
winning seasons for a combined mark of 
66-31.

Jason Ward, Tri-West – Ward was able 
to lead the Bruins football program to a 
7-3 season, including victories over Lafay-
ette Central Catholic and Danville, despite 
carrying the interim tag. In May, the inter-
im label was removed and Ward, a play-
er for the Bruins in the mid-1990s, was 
named head coach.

Danville boys basketball coach Brian Barber reached his 
400-career win mark in the 2019-20 season, leading the 
Warriors to the regional before basketball was cut short 

due to coronavirus. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

“When you think of 
successful coaches in 
the state, Brian is one 

of the most underrated 
out there.”

– DANVILLE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR  
JON REGASHUS



To our valued patients, neighbors and communities:

At IU Health, nothing is more important to us than your health and safety, today and each day moving 
forward. And as Indiana begins to open our doors and step out into this next normal world, we want to  
assure you that we are taking thoughtful steps to make sure our spaces remain safe for all Hoosiers. 

How we’re keeping you safe at each IU Health care facility:

n  Universal Mask Mandate: All team members will wear masks at every IU Health care facility. Patients will  
be required to wear masks also, provided at no cost to you.

n  Limited Waiting Room Time: We are working hard to significantly decrease (or even eliminate) the time you 
spend in waiting rooms.

n  Social Distancing Priority: We support social distance guidelines by visibly displaying six-foot distances and  
re-configuring spaces in each of our care facilities wherever possible.

n  Continually Disinfecting: We are enhancing our disinfecting procedures so that everything remains thoroughly 
clean throughout the day. 

n  Visitor Policy: Visitor restrictions are also in place to minimize the spread of viruses. No visitors are allowed in 
emergency departments with a few exceptions.

We would like to thank you for your support, patience and trust. Rest assured, we will do everything possible 
to protect and care for you and your family to the very highest of standards.

Sincerely,

Dr. Michele Saysana 
Chief Quality and Safety Officer

To learn more about how we’re keeping you safe, visit iuhealth.org and rileychildrens.org.

Keeping our patients and  
communities protected and safe.


