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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
ICON is published by Grow 
Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
sponsored by one of our valued 

advertisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers working 
in tandem with Grow Local Media, LLC 
sales representatives. Sponsored content 
may not reflect the views of The Hendricks 
County ICON publisher, editorial staff or 
graphic design team. The Hendricks County 
ICON is devoted to clearly differentiating 
between sponsored content and editorial 
content. Potential advertisers interested in 
sponsored content should call (317) 451-
4088 or email lyla@icontimes.com.

HC
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Hendricks County ICON 
reaches a vast segment 
of our community. 
For information about 
reaching  our readers, 
call Rick Myers at (317) 
451-4088 or email him  
at rick@icontimes.com.
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March on Suburbs comes to Plainfield, Avon
Plainfield was the site of a March 

on the Suburbs in support of the 
Black Lives Matter movement on 
July 4.

The demonstration was at town 
hall with about 100 people with a 
smaller faction on the opposite side 
of the street in the parking lot.

Plainfield Police Deputy Chief Joe 
Aldridge said despite a group of 
counter-protesters wielding at least 
two long rifles, the gathering was 
peaceful.

March on the Suburbs had three 
more events scheduled according to 
a Facebook post on July 5 in Carmel, July 6 
in Avon and July 19 in Fishers.

Read more at myhcicon.com/ 
march-on-suburbs-comes-to-plainfield

Aquatic park on slate for Avon
Washington Township Parks and 

Recreation unveiled an ambitious 
plan for the newly acquired Murphy 
Park, including a $15 million aquatic 
center.

The 43-acre piece of land near 
the corner of county roads 625 E 
and 100 S will also be home to an 
inclusive playground, trails and an 
activity pond in future development 
phases.

The aquatics center will have the 
largest wave pool in central Indiana 
and one of only four in the state. It will also 
have a water slide tower, an activity pool 
and a large deck that can be used in the 
winter for the skating rink. Plans call for a 

pedestrian walkway connecting the park to 
the Avon Junior Athletics Association Fields 
across the road.

Read more at myhcicon.com/ 
aquatic-park-on-slate-for-avon

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

Town officials are considering a bond to fund a water park at 
Washington Township’s Murphy Park on County Road 625 E. 
(Rendering provided) 

About 100 people gathered July 4 as part of the March on 
the Suburbs to support the Black Lives Matter movement in 
Plainfield. A second Hendricks County gathering was planned 
for July 13 in Avon. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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Avon Town Council awards school zone sign 
bid, approves agreement for manager search

WHAT HAPPENED: The council authorized the town to award a bid not to exceed 
$218,825 for the installation of school zone flashing beacons signs. 

WHAT HAPPENED: An agreement between the town and KK Gerhart-Fritz was 
approved for her to act as a consultant to the town during the search for a new 
town planner.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council amended the town’s code of ordinances to conform 
to the state’s purchasing policy. 

WHAT IT MEANS: This is a federal aid project, and the Indiana Department of 
Transportation is managing the bidding process. The installation of flashing beacons will 
reduce speed when flashing and increase safety, visibility and will facilitate the movement 
of traffic on school days. The project is expected to be completed by the end of this year. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Gerhart-Fritz, president of the Planning Workshop, specializes in 
helping communities create and implement effective planning. She will assist the planning 
department during the absence of a director.  Gerhart-Fritz was Avon’s consultant in 2013 
during a similar search, has worked with the town on other projects and has maintained a 
strong relationship with the town. 

WHAT IT MEANS: State law requires that local municipalities not purchase technology from 
people determined to be a national security threat. These individuals are determined by the 
Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau. 

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Avon Town Council met July 9 at Avon Town Hall, 6570 E. U.S. 36. The council meets 
at 7 p.m. the second and fourth Thursdays of the month. The next scheduled meeting is July 
23. 

COMMUNITY

804 E Main St. • Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 7/31/20.
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 46 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE! ORDER TODAY FOR 
CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 
Expires 8/15/20

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 8/15/20

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

Our Bar & Grill 
is OPEN!

$5 OFF 
$25 or more

CODE: ICON

Dine-In (50% capacity) and  
carry-out available. 

We can accept parties of 6 or fewer. 
Reservations are recommended. 

Expires 8/1/2020

Grill Hours: Sunday – Tuesday: closed (snack bar only)  
Wednesday – Friday: 5- 9 p.m. | Saturday: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

Bar Hours: Saturday – Tuesday: 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.  
Wednesday – Friday 8 a.m – 9:30 p.m.

5197 Fairway Drive • Avon 
(317) 745-6448 • prestwickgolf.net

Public  
Welcome!

ICONICbriefs
Hendricks County Fair program goes virtual for 2020
The Read, Taste & Touch (RT2) Cel-

ebration, a program associated with the 
Hendricks County Fair, will be a virtual 
experience this year. 

Since 2007, RT2 has targeted pre-
school through second grade youth 
with the encouragement to: Read a 
good book! Taste healthy foods! Touch 
agriculture! When families register for 

the program, they will receive access to 
an online version. An email address and 
physical mailing address will allow the 
program administrators to send hand-
outs, crafts and food items for each of 
three stories associated with the cur-
riculum.

Register at bit.ly/32fZQfU, email edus-
tore@purdue.edu or call (317) 745-9260.

Plainfield couple acquires limestone business
Donovan and Kristina Garletts of Plain-

field recently assumed ownership of 
Indiana Limestone Fabricators, a leader 
in the custom-cut natural Indiana lime-
stone industry. Although ownership is 
changing behind the scenes, the couple 
looks forward to maintaining the quality 
and craftsmanship for which the busi-
ness is known.

Indiana Limestone Fabricators (ILF) 
was founded in 25 years ago in Bedford, 
Indiana. Subsequent growth brought a 
move to a 20-acre plot in Spencer, where 

the company remains today. Notable 
projects include the signature Ralph Lau-
ren retail location on Madison Avenue in 
New York City, the new Yankee Stadium, 
the U.S. Embassy in Australia and the Los 
Angeles Federal Courthouse.  The com-
pany also contributed to various renova-
tion/restoration projects on the Wash-
ington National Cathedral.

The Garlettses acquired leadership of 
ILF in early June and are working closely 
with the previous owners during the 
transition.

New laws support Hoosier teachers, patients, farmers
Hendricks County legislators recently 

noted new state laws that encourage 
affordable health care, support teach-
ers for the betterment of education in 
Indiana and assure support of rural com-
munities. 

Under House Enrolled Act 104, pa-
tients will be protected from receiving 
surprise medical bills from out-of-net-
work providers. In an elective procedure, 
patients have the right to receive an 
upfront, good-faith estimate of expected 

charges.
House Enrolled Act 1003, co-authored 

by State Rep. Jeff Thompson, allows the 
State Board of Education to streamline 
the timing and frequency of required 
teacher training and grants waivers for 
schools to bypass more than 1,500 regu-
lations. Thompson also co-authored Act 
1283 to support students with mental 
health issues, including those involved 
in bullying and experiencing behavioral 
problems or physical illnesses.
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✔
Water Heater Replacements  
Free Estimates ✔ Toilet & Faucet Repairs

✔
Sump Pump & Battery  
Back-up Systems ✔

Tub & Shower Replacements 
Free Estimates

✔ Drain Cleaning ✔
Hose Spigots Repaired 
or Added

✔
Tankless Water Heaters 
Free Estimates ✔

Electronic Leak Detection - Under 
Slab Leaks

✔
Water Softener Replacements  
Free Estimates ✔ Garbage Disposal Replaced

✔ Gas Line & Gas Repairs ✔ Trenching & Backhoe Services

Schedule Online at www.CartersMyPlumber.com

859-9999859-999931
7

31
7

Kelson Carter

•  New Bradford 
White Water Heater

•  40 or 50 Gallon
•  Standard Tall Gas 

or Electric
• 6 Year Parts & 6 Year Tank Warranty
• Enhanced performance & Intelligent Diagnostics

Water HeaterWater Heater
InstalledInstalled

$$150150

#CO88900054

“Hot Water Today or“Hot Water Today or
ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: No other plumber makes you this bold promise...No other plumber makes you this bold promise...

SAVE

It’s You We Pay!”It’s You We Pay!”™™

*Get a free Estimate on all Water Heater Installations.  Some restrictions apply. Coupon must be 
presented at time of service.  

Prince of Plumbing

* Some restrictions apply - call office for details
Mention this ad and SAVEMention this ad and SAVE

SAVE SAVE $$50 OFF50 OFF
Plumbing ServicesPlumbing Services
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GETTING TO KNOW AMANDA BABINEC
1. Do you have pets? One dog, Toby, and one cat, Char-

lie.
2. Aside from AEF, what is your favorite Hendricks 

County charity? I really enjoy Leadership Hendricks 
County. I went through the class of 2016. I love what 
they do for the community bringing leaders together 
and training them, getting them together for the pur-
pose of collaboration. It’s a great group.

3. What is your favorite TV show? “The Office”
4. What is your favorite movie? “Dirty Dancing”
5. Who or what inspires you? My mom has been very 

inspirational in my life. She’s probably the hardest 
working and most selfless person I know. I’ve always 
tried to live my life like she does.

6. What do you enjoy doing in your downtime? Travel. 
Our family is trying to visit all 50 states. We’re on state 
24. I also try to visit as many countries as possible.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

By Stephanie Dolan 

Amanda Babinec works hard to maintain a sense of com-
munity in Avon connecting businesses to nonprofit oppor-

tunities.
Amid the coro-

navirus pandem-
ic the 40-year-

old mother 
of three was 
appointed as 
the execu-
tive director 
of the Avon 
Education 
Founda-
tion (AEF), 
and she 
has hit 

the ground running, already raising more than $20,000 
within the last month alone for a new project Supply It For-
ward aimed at getting kids backpacks filled with supplies to 
help them successfully return to school.

AEF is the nonprofit arm of the Avon Community School 
Corporation. It was created in 2007 and operates from its 
own budget but supports school programs.

Twice a year a grant committee selects recipients, and the 
foundation funds programs that would not otherwise exist 
in the district such as STEM education, high school chess 
team. Supply It Forward aims to raise $30,000 in 30 days for 
the July 25 event.

“We want to help these kids get back to the classroom. 
We’re trying to raise $30,000 in 30 days,” said Babinec who 
raised $22,000 by press time. 

Kids will get to come in and shop for their school sup-
plies. Families should register to receive supplies, but Babi-
nec said they won’t turn anyone away. The foundation has 
safety measures in place, including requiring masks, vol-
unteers wearing gloves and only volunteers will touch the 
supplies. 

“Children can shop for a backpack and will get their lists 
to pick up school supplies. Once they get those, they’ll be 
able to look for a free book. The [Avon-] Washington Town-
ship Library will be on hand, and there will be goody bags 
with coupons, hand sanitizer, mask, all kinds of different fun 
things for them.”

A second gymnasium will have resources for those in 
attendance including the Mary Lee Maier Food Pantry, Su-
perintendent Scott Wyndham and school nurses answering 
questions, Office Depot repairing laptops not owned by the 
school as well as free breakfast or lunch for kids, depending 
on when they shop.

Success for the fundraising comes because some com-
panies weren’t hit as hard as others during the pandemic, 
and they are working together for the betterment of Avon 
schools and students. 

“I think that we are a community of one,” she said. “We 
treat everyone as our own. When there are people who are 

down and need assistance, we’re there to help them. To me, 
it’s been amazing to see everyone come together so quickly. 
A lot of people here have big hearts, and I love that. We 
don’t want any child to feel they’re not equal to others. Let’s 
send them all to school with the same supplies because 
we’re all in this together.”

Before taking the post at the foundation, Babinec had 
been a stay-at-home mother for the last four years, starting 
her new position March 16 after the kids had come home 
March 9 for e-learning.

“It’s been a bit of a change, especially starting a new job 
during a global pandemic and with the kids doing e-learn-
ing,” she said.

Amanda Babinec, executive director of the Avon Education Foundation, is working to raise $30,000 to purchase school 
supplies for Avon students as part of a new program called Supply It Forward. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

SUPPLYING THE NEED

When there are people who are down and need assistance, we’re there 
to help them. To me, it’s been amazing to see everyone come together so 

quickly. A lot of people here have big hearts, and I love that.  
We don’t want any child to feel they’re not equal to others. 

- Amanda Babinec, Avon Education Foundation executive director

As the new Avon Education Foundation 
executive director, Amanda Babinec uses sales 

and nonprofit background to raise funds  
to support students, teachers and staff 
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3-Year Fixed-Rate 5-Year Fixed-Rate

Danville - (317) 563-3266
florencewealth.com 

The Harbourview MYGA (Generic Policy Form ICC19 OLA SPDA) is a single premium deferred annuity.  Stated rates are as of 
6/1/2020, are guaranteed for the stated period, and are subject to change. Within 30 days prior to the end of the Initial Interest 
Guarantee Period, we will send you notification informing you the date the Guarantee Period is ending and provide the renewal rate 
and Surrender Charges in effect for the subsequent Guarantee Period.  Excess withdrawals are subject to a Surrender Charge and 
market value adjustments. All annuity features, risks, limitations, and costs should be considered prior to purchasing an annuity 
within a tax-qualified retirement plan. Annuities issued by Oceanview Life and Annuity Company, 410 N. 44th St., Suite 210, 
Phoenix, AZ 85008. www.oceanviewlife.com. Guarantees are based on the claims paying ability of the issuing insurance company. 
Neither Oceanview Life and Annuity Company nor any of its representatives may provide tax or legal advice. 

We Help Protect and Grow Your MoneyHer previous work in sales as well as non-
profit post as the executive director of the 
Avon Junior Athletic Association (AJAA) 
translated well into the work she’s now do-
ing with the education foundation.

“On top of that, in my previous life I spent 
10 years at Simon Malls working in market-
ing and event planning,” Babinec said. “I 
managed the Kid’s Club at 103 malls across 
the country. It was a lot of fun. 

“At the time you don’t realize it, but that 
perfectly set me up for the work I’m doing 
now. It’s funny when you’re younger you 
don’t realize stuff like that. Everything kind of 
happens for a reason, and you don’t always 
see it until you’re on the other side of it.”

Tim Roberts sat on the AJAA board when 
Babinec served as director. As the previous 
owner of Champion Chevrolet, he was the 
first AJAA title sponsor.

“I couldn’t say enough great things about 
Amanda,” he said. “Ours started off as a busi-
ness relationship. It became a friendship, 
and now we’re family.”

The nudge from Babinec pushed Roberts 
to help support the community. 

“Honestly, I wouldn’t have gotten in-
volved in anything when I was a business 
owner in Avon if it hadn’t been for Amanda. 
She sold me on her. We’re both extremely 
outgoing and opinionated. What she has 
done as a person within this community 

— she’s always looked to find opportunities 
to raise money or make it better. She tackles 
everything at 100%.”

Former Avon Superintendent Maggie Ho-
ernemann noted Babinec’s involvement as 
an active parent at school and as the execu-
tive director for AJAA, where Hoernemann 
said she “did a marvelous job in that position.” 

“I have no doubt that she will do great 
things for AEF and in fact already has,” Ho-
ernemann said. “It’s not what she will do, it’s 
what she has already done.”

The idea for Supply It Forward came on 
the heels of a similar project carried out 
when kids were sent home due to COV-
ID-19. Having just distributed spring grants, 
the foundation sought help and received a 
$5,000 grant from Verizon to put together 
supply packs for students who came to get 
free lunches.

“Then we saw this need that kids were 
abruptly sent home and expected to do 
learning at home,” Babinec said. “They left 
school supplies at school. They needed glue 
sticks and pens and pencils and erasers.”

Babinec’s favorite thing about her job is 
being able to give back to the community.

“It puts a smile on my face,” she said. “To 
be honest, I have a soft spot in my heart for 
children. I would like to encourage people. 
We have several events throughout the 
year. We have a breakfast and a Monte Carlo 
Night. It’s not just about raising money. It’s 
about our community.”

Don’t delay the important care you need 
Broken bones, signs of a heart attack or stroke, difficulty breathing 
or other life-threatening symptoms — don’t delay when you or a 
loved one needs emergency care. Ascension St. Vincent ER care 
teams are here with you, and we’re making sure our hospitals and 
sites of care are safe and ready for you when you need us.

Ascension St. Vincent ERs are open 24/7, close to home, with 
access to the Ascension network for follow-up care.
 
Find your nearest Ascension St. Vincent ER at                             
GetStVincentCare.com

An emergency 
is still an 
emergency

© Ascension 2020. All rights reserved.

Ascension St. Vincent Avon
9613 E. US Highway 36
Avon, IN 46123

Ascension St. Vincent Plainfield
2412 East Main St.
Plainfield, IN 46168
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Whippleeyecenter.com • 317.272.2020

Call us. A real person will answer the phone.  
Locally owned and operated since 1992

Dr. Robert McPike,   
Dr. Daniel Whipple,  

Dr. Daniel, and  
Dr. Elise Smith

We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

Our  

ICONic  

community
community
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Avon professor and teacher son co-author tech book

Hickory Hall Polo Club hosts upcoming charity match for 
Hendricks Regional Health with Plainfield graduate on the team

By Lindsay Doty

When Plainfield High School alumna Mag-
gie Hine mentions her sport of choice, ques-
tions often follow.

“Many people think that I mean water 
polo. So, I normally clarify by saying, ‘Yes, the 
horse kind,’” said Hine.

The 20-year old Hoosier took up the 
unique equine sport during her freshman 
year at Westmont College in Santa Barbara, 
California, and was smitten.

“My favorite part of polo is being part of a 
team. Many equine activities tend to be more 
individualized in nature, but polo includes all 
the fun of horseback riding along with team-
mates,” said Hine, a Danville resident. 

Community remembers Shiv Patel  
as ‘bright and inquisitive boy’

By Lindsay Doty

Avon resident Angelia Ridgway has been 
an educator for more than three decades. 
The professor of education at the University 
of Indianapolis is devoted to preparing aspir-
ing teachers.

Her oldest son Nate Ridgway has followed 
in his mom’s teaching footsteps. Later this 
month he’s starting a job as a history teacher 
at Avon High School — he’s a 2009 Avon 
alum — after teaching in the Beech Grove 
City Schools district.

“What my mom did for me more than 
anything else is helping me understand the 
power of learning and reading,” said Nate 
Ridgway, who recalls his parents reading to 
him and his brother “incessantly” as children. 

“My dad is a civil engineer. My mom is a 
professor of education. I was going to be a 
nerd no matter what,” he said with a laugh.

Nate developed a passion for learning and 
teaching that would lead to a book collabo-
ration last year. He and his mom co-authored (along with author 
friend Matt Miller) the book “Don’t Ditch That Tech: Differentiation 
in a Digital World” that’s selling on Amazon and Target.

The book is a teacher-tailored resource for understanding ways 
technology can be a practical tool for reaching the complex range 
of learners in today’s classroom.

“Nate has expertise in special education, and I have expertise in 
how students learn. We took our idea to a long-time friend Matt 
Miller who writes prolifically in the area of instructional technol-
ogy, and the idea for our book was born,” said Angelia Ridgway, 

who has a doctorate in curriculum and in-
struction.

The book was published in June 2019 but 
proved to be more relevant than expected 
during the era of virtual learning.

“I had never imagined a pandemic would 
come and our educators would be asked to 
take on the herculean task of reformatting 
their craft of teaching to a remote format in 
just a matter of days,” Angelia said. 

And the book became an even more valu-
able resource. 

“During COVID, the book made her a 
source of knowledge for people on campus 
so she was able to help,” Nate said.

For the two authors, the collaboration was 
rooted in years of reading and learning to-
gether as a family. Nate even took one of his 
mother’s classes at UIndy during college.

“Nate has been and continues to be both 
my student and my teacher simultane-
ously. First, he taught me to be a mom,” said 

Ridgway. “We have tremendous synergy when we work together, 
brainstorming ideas, pushing each other to be better and ground-
ing our work in good research.”

The University of Indianapolis named Angelia Ridgway 2020 
Teacher of the Year.

“She deserved it 15,000 times over,” said Nate Ridgway.
Still in shock, she says she’s “over the moon” about the high 

honor.
“Teaching is my mission,” she said. “I hope it can be one of the 

ways I change the world, especially for my students’ future stu-
dents.”

But back home in Hendricks County for the summer, Hine 
knew polo wasn’t exactly a common sport for Hoosiers. That’s 
when she discovered and joined Hickory Hall Polo Club in 
nearby Whitestown.

“I feel incredibly grateful to have a polo club close to home. 
Until I found Hickory Hall, I wasn’t able to play over the summer.,” 
she said. “Now, I have the opportunity to play polo at a beautiful 
facility with awesome people right at home in Indiana.”

Owner Greg Chandler founded the club nearly 30 years 
ago, following in his father’s polo footsteps.

The organization gives Hoosier players and spectators a 
chance to experience the unique equine sport. The club hosts 
weekend matches, including Polo at Sunset on Fridays that 
support local charities.

While polo can conjure up images of navy sport coats and 
a stuffy crowd, Hickory Hall offers a casual family-friendly 
vibe.

“People do assume that polo is very fancy and expensive, 
but that isn’t always the case,” said Hines. “Hickory Hall makes 
it very accessible to come to watch polo, and people are al-
ways surprised to hear that there is a polo club near them.”

On July 31, the Polo at Sunset will host the second fundrais-
er for the Hendricks Regional Health Foundation. The hospital 
foundation charity was selected after a successful inaugural 
event in 2019.

“The event serves as a critical fundraiser to benefit our Pa-
tient Assistance Fund. This program offers financial relief to 
Hendricks Regional Health patients and helps them pay for 
basic necessities such as food, transportation and medicine,” 
said Adam Scott, director of HRH Foundation and community 
relations.

“After being in quarantine, a lot of people are eager to so-
cialize and relax with loved ones. This event offers a fun envi-
ronment that is also ideal for social distancing,” he said.

Spectators are encouraged to bring their own picnic or 
tailgate and adhere to state social distancing guidelines with 
no more than six people to a standard size tailgate box. Face 
masks are welcome. No one can visit the barn or player stag-
ing area.

IF YOU GO
What: Second Polo at Sunset benefiting the 
Hendricks Regional Health Foundation
Where: Hickory Hall Polo Club, 7551 E 100 N,  Whitestown.
When: July 31 — gates open at 5 p.m. and the match 
starts at 6 p.m.
Events: Sideline tailgating, airplane fly over with candy 
drop, silent auction, wine pull and stick horse races.
Cost: $20 per carload can be purchased in advance or 
at the gate.
Website: givergy.us/Polo

Danville resident and Plainfield High School 
graduate joined the Hickory Hall Polo Club in 
Whitestown this year after taking up the sport in 
California. (Photos provided by Maggie Hine) 

Get REAL ministry for girls 
survives shutdown; continues 
mission with new leadership, 

location and camp
By Lindsay Doty

Get REAL InC., or Get Respected Educated Able and Loyal in 
Christ, a nonprofit ministry based in Avon, barely survived the 
COVID-19 closure. The Christian mentoring program that’s been 
helping young girls in Hendricks County for 13 years announced 
in May it would close and initially canceled the ministry’s annual 
drama mentoring camp.

“Like many nonprofits, Get REAL experienced tremendous pres-
sure during COVID, but instead of searching for aid from funding 
organizations, the board decided to make different changes,” said 
April Bordeau, new board member and director of Care to Change 
counseling in Avon.

Care to Change stepped in with support and offered to be the 
title sponsor for the Save the Drama for the Stage Creative Arts 
Camp rescheduled for July 6-10.

“We’ve studied the impact of adverse childhood experiences, 
and how developing assets during youth can ensure brighter, 
stronger futures for the girls, for their families, and this commu-
nity. Get REAL is all about building assets,” said Bordeau. “It’s about 
building a stronger future. It’s done through a foundation of faith. 
That’s why I wanted to ensure this organization continued.”

Get REAL has undergone other changes recently. In June the 
group moved out of its former building off U.S. 36 and is search-
ing for a new permanent location where girls can be mentored 
and supported. Until then, the ministry will work through local 
partnerships to meet mentoring needs.

“We’ll be calling on our community to join us financially,” said 
board member Carrie Schroeder. “We have a lot of exciting initia-
tives we’re working on and we look forward to expanding the 
great work that was started 13 years ago.”

The ministry also has new leadership. Avon resident and men-
tor Jess Holiday has been named program coordinator. Known 
in Hendricks County by hundreds of students, Jess is passionate 
about mentoring girls and has the gift of leading others and man-
aging youth camps and experiences.

While there are lots of changes for the group, the mission is the 
same — help young women.

Get REAL’s mantra: It is easier to build strong girls than to repair 
broken women.

For the last 13 years, more than 1,000 girls have attended men-
toring groups, 600 women and 200 teens have been trained to 
mentor and disciple girls and more than 33,200 hours have been 
poured into helping girls.

To get involved as a men-
tor or youth, follow Get 
REAL on Facebook or Insta-
gram or email info@getreal.
org.  

Hickory Elementary student Shiv Patel was found dead of an 
apparent murder-suicide July 5. (Photo provided by Suffer the 
Little Children Blog)

33
The number of days area seventh graders typically attend Touchstone 

Energy Camp at Camp Tecumseh in Brookston, Indiana. Hendricks Power 
usually helps send kids to camp. This year instead, they delivered Camp in 
the Box packages to Hendricks County middle school students. They in-
cluded an electric circuit board, beach towel, water balloons, sidewalk chalk, 
s’mores kit and a two-person tent. To win a Camp in the Box for a middle 
school student, submit a video telling your favorite thing about summer to 
hpc@hendrickspower.com or by tagging Hendricks Power on Facebook at 
facebook.com/HendricksPower. 
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By Lindsay Doty

Shiv Patel was the kind of little boy who knew his 
way around a library and had a natural interest in 
how things worked.

The 7-year-old Hickory Elementary student with 
big brown eyes enjoyed science so much he brought 
one of his experiments into the neighbor’s driveway 
for a quarantine display.

“He asked to come over and do this dry ice experi-
ment for some of the neighbor kids on our street to 
see,” said Sara Bender, neighbor and mother of two. 
“Shiv was just so charismatic, and he loved to learn 
about everything. He wanted to show them you 
could still learn even during social distancing.” 

Bender’s two daughters sometimes played with 
Shiv in their Lexington Woods subdivision in Avon.

Thinking about the happy kid in her driveway is 
hard to process now.

On Sunday, July 5, Avon Police discovered Shiv and 
his mother dead inside their Lexington Woods home 
located on County Road 100 South, east of Dan Jones 
Road of apparent gunshot wounds.

Investigators said Manisha Singhal, 41, shot and 
killed her son before turning the gun on herself.

Deputy Chief of the Avon Police Department Brian 
Nugent said a long custody battle over the boy may 
have been a contributing factor in the apparent mur-
der-suicide.

“The son was supposed to be returned back to the 
custody of his father here in Avon,” Nugent said. “At 
10:40 (a.m. July 5) the individual had not been re-
turned by the mother. The father had contacted our 
department and requested a welfare check.”

When officers gained entrance to the house 
around 11 a.m., they made the horrific discovery.

Neighbors said Shiv was an only child and had 
been seen at times at the neighborhood pool with 
his mom or on outings with his father. According to 
Hendricks County Court records, the couple had a 
custody hearing scheduled for July 6.

Messages and prayers poured into social media 
in the hours and days following the tragedy from 

distant relatives in India, neighbors, classmates and 
community members.

The Avon Community School Corporation offered 
counseling service in response to the tragedy and 
posted this message:

“Avon Community School Corporation is heartbroken 
after learning about the death of a Hickory Elementary 
School student. Shiv Patel was a joyful student who will 
be truly missed. We appreciate the ongoing collabora-
tion with the Avon Police Department and have acti-
vated our mental health team to provide counseling to 
our families and staff this week. We ask that you join us 
in keeping this family in your thoughts.”

“Such a wonderful and bright student. His smile 
lit up the room and his laugh was contagious,” friend 
Kendal Bettis said on a Facebook post.

The community continues to try and make sense of 
the tragedy.

Shiv and his family were members of the BAPS Shri 
Swaminarayan Mandir temple in Avon. His father, 
Parag Patel, was active in the Avon community.  

“I haven’t been able to process it all,” Bender said of 
the deaths.

“He was an amazing kid and was going to be some 
sort of world changer.”

Autopsy results were still pending at press time.

Nate Ridgway (left) and his mom, Angelia 
Ridgway, completed a triathlon together. In 
addition to co-authoring a book, the duo runs 
and bikes together at conferences or with their 
family. (Photo provided by Angelia Ridgway)
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SEWER & SEWER & 
DRAIN DRAIN 

PROBLEMS?PROBLEMS?
44    Clogged Shower DrainsClogged Shower Drains
44    Slow Tub DrainsSlow Tub Drains
44    Plugged ToiletsPlugged Toilets
44    Sluggish Kitchen Sink DrainsSluggish Kitchen Sink Drains
44    Backed-Up Main SewerBacked-Up Main Sewer

COUPON SHOULD BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR 
DISCOUNTS. NOT VALID FOR COMMERCIAL OR RENTAL PROPERTIES. HOMEOWNER MUST OWN AND RESIDE IN 
THE HOME. VALID M-F, DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUS PURCHASE. MUST HAVE 

REASONABLE ACCESS TO A MAIN LINE CLEAN OUT. CAPABLE ON DRAINS UP TO 100 FT. RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. 
SEE COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE FOR ALL DETAILS. MUST BE IN SERVICE AREA.

LIMITED LIMITED 
TIME OFFER!TIME OFFER!

OFFER ENDS  07/31/2020OFFER ENDS  07/31/2020

50% OFF  (Reg. $166)

$$8383 DRAINDRAIN
EVALUATIONEVALUATION
CAMERA INSPECTION INCLUDEDCAMERA INSPECTION INCLUDED

SOLVED!SOLVED!

TylerTyler PetePete ChadChad

CALL OR 
VISIT US ONLINE

317-284-9145  |  petermanhvac.com

COMMUNITY

ICONICography
Avon High School holds  

2020 graduation ceremonies

Avon High School celebrated the 2020 graduation, maintaining social distancing on the football field 
during the outdoor event. Those inside the gates had to wear a mask.

Avon High School celebrated its 2020 graduation on July 10 with a ceremony that included social 
distancing on the football field. Those inside the gates had to wear a mask at all times.  
(Photo by Eric Pritchett)

Avon High School Principal Matthew Shockley bumps elbows with students as they walk across the 
stage to have their photos taken with their diplomas.

Avon High School 
graduate Lexi 
Narvell watches 
the first group 
of students at 
graduation while 
she waits for her 
group’s turn. The 
event was broken 
up into four groups 
to limit the number 
of people on the 
field at one time. 
Narvell said that 
this may not be the 
traditional way of 
graduations, but 
she was glad she 
got to walk across 
the stage to receive 
her diploma.

(Photos by Eric Pritchett)
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“This hospital saved
  my husband’s life.”

When Michelle’s husband, Van, had a life-
threatening brain infection, the fear and 
uncertainty about his health was overwhelming. 
But that changed when they turned to Hendricks 
Regional Health. 

“The kindness, the expertise, the support —  
  these people came together for my family in 
  an extraordinary way. I can’t put into words the 
  gratitude I feel for Hendricks. We are so thankful 
  we landed here.”  

Expert, extraordinarily safe care when 
you need  it most. Learn more about  our 
world-class services at ThisIsHendricks.org.
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HISTORY finds
A century after invention, toasters still 

Hendricks County Historical Museum is now open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays or by ap-
pointment for groups at hendrickscountymuseum.org. Docent/guides will wear masks, and masks 
will be provided for guests.

By Deanna Hindsley,  
Hendricks County Museum board member

You may not have given much 
thought to the history of toasters, but 
these three at the Hendricks County Mu-
seum demonstrate some of the many 
steps from bread on a fork over an open 
fire to toasters of today. 

Pictured on the left is a Knoblock pyra-
mid toaster from 1909. It sat on the stove 
that was heated by wood or coal, not 
electricity. (Campers today still use pyra-
mid toasters.)  

In 1893, the electric toaster was in-
vented, and General Electric made one in 
1908. However, they weren’t widely used 
until the 1920s when improved mod-
els, like the one toward the back in the 
picture, were available and more homes 
had electricity. Users turned the bread 
themselves to toast it on both sides. 

The third toaster is an Estate electric 

toaster, made by the Estate Stove Com-
pany (now Whirlpool). It also appeared in 
the 1920s, but with clever new features. 
With four “gates” for bread, it was a four-
slice toaster. When one side is done, turn 
the knob and all four slices reverse to 
toast the other side. Its days at the top of 
the line were numbered, however. Pop-
up toasters appeared in 1926.

405 West Main Street • Plainfield
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Friday - Saturday
7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

DINING ROOM 
NOW OPEN  

Curbside Carryout 
still available.

Best
Tenderloin
in town!

oasisdiner.com

Bassett Bonus 
 0% interest for 36 months on a  
new heating or cooling system!

Offer ends July 31, 2020

We can’t wait to hear from you,  
we’re all ears!

(317) 839-5877
Visit our web site at Bassettservices.com to see what 
over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!

SERVICES, inc

HEATING & COOLING

FREE DIAGNOSTIC  
with paid repair 

$98 value
Lifetime warranty on select 

replacement parts.  
Offer good only during  
normal business hours.



VIRTUAL 4-H EXHIBIT SHOWCASE

JULY 19TH - 25TH
LIVE STREAMING AVAILABLE 



By Stephanie Dolan
Kati Sweet, 31, never thought she’d see the day when the 

Hendricks County 4-H Fair wasn’t held as it typically is each 
summer. The extension educator for 4-H Youth Development, 
Sweet grew up doing 4-H and knew she wanted to be a 4-H edu-
cator by the time she was in eighth grade and went on a 4-H trip 
to Purdue University.

Sweet graduated from Ball State with a degree in public rela-
tions and advertising, and then went on to North Carolina State 
University for her master’s degree in extension education. 

Now, the married mother of one just wants to do right by all 
the kids passionately participating in 4-H in Hendricks Coun-
ty. Instead of a full fair, there will be a 4-H Showcase, allowing 
4-Hers to participate in their respective categories.

“I love my job because of the kids in this program,” she said. 
“I am reminded every time I work with youth just how awesome 
kids can be. They are creative, resilient and passionate about 
their community. Even when COVID-19 started to take its toll 
on the county, our youth were still passionate about being in-
volved and looked for ways to give back and to help Hendricks 
County.”

Sweet said that her 4-H’ers made face masks to give to various 
organizations and hospitals. Others utilized their 3D printing 
skills, making fasteners for the masks and for those sensitive to 
the ear loops commonly found on many masks.

“They’ve been trying to do things to help the community with 
a need that they saw,” she said. “Our junior leaders applied and 
received a grant to help with COVID-related issues, and will be 
donating $1,000 worth of hygiene items to the Food Pantry Co-
alition through the Indiana 4-H Foundation. I get excited about 
my job because it’s just awesome to watch the kids grow and 

develop a sense of who they are and how they belong within the 
program and the community as well.”

May 15 was the day when Sweet received guidance from Pur-
due as to what July events would look like.

“After that announcement was made, our youth council and 
fair board met to discuss how best to address those guidelines 
in our county,” she said. “I don’t think anybody could have ever 
imagined what we’re going through right now. I think the latest 
development of the Back on Track Plan was a surprise, but that 
hasn’t stopped my staff and volunteers from figuring out how we 
can still celebrate our 4-H’ers this summer.”

Sweet said that, every year, she has in mind what needs to 
be done. 

“Our office staff and 4-H fair board, youth council and vol-
unteers have an idea of what needs to get done, but every year 
is a little bit different,” she said. “The fair is a year-long process. 
As soon as the fair is done, we’re already starting to prepare 
for the following year. A lot of what we do in a normal year is 
spread out over the year with staff and volunteers working to 
make the event happen. We are also extremely lucky to have a 
hardworking fairgrounds staff that works year-round to make 
our fair successful.”

Sweet doesn’t feel that this part has changed much this year.
“If anything, I think it’s hopefully strengthened the connec-

tion and communication our 
different groups have to 
work together to make an 
event happen,” she said. 
Even though we’re not 
having a typical fair, 
our 4-H Showcase 
is going to be very 
focused on our 
members and 
the hard work 
they’ve been 
putting into 
their projects 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the year.” 

DESPITE COVID-19, 4-H’ERS WILL CARRY ON 
Even when COVID-19  
started to take its toll  
on  the county, our  
youth  were still  
passionate about being 
involved and looked for 
ways to give back and to help 
Hendricks County.

Heather Burt, DO
Brownsburg North Family Medicine

Schedule a Same-Day 
Appointment, 
In-Person or Virtual. 
We are open and here to safely care for you — now 
and always. Learn more about our world-class 
services at ThisIsHendricks.org.

- Kati Sweet
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Daniel
Averitt

4-H RABBIT CLUB 

Hannah 
Bradley

GREEN ACTION CLOVERS

Claire 
Baker

HAPPY FARMERS

Samuel 
Burgess

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Oliver 
Charity 

HAPPY FARMERS 

Elizabeth 
Burger

4-H BEEF CLUB

Mallory 
Arnot

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Joshua 
Arnold

PITTSBORO TRAILBLAZERS

Mariah 
Cooper

4-H EXPLORERS

Maya 
Abramson

WASHINGTON WINNERS

Madison 
Brunes 

GIFTED 4-H’ERS 

Jennifer 
Couch 

AVON EXTREMES

A Celebration 

to Commitment
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Hayden 
Klaum 

4-H SHEEP CLUB 

Jacob 
Klemm

4-H RABBIT CLUB

Oliver 
Joseph

HAPPY FARMERS 

Rachel 
Dunlevy

4-H EXPLORERS 

MaKenzie 

Henshilwood

BRIDLE BUNCH 

Tyce 
Freije 

SWINE CLUB 

Karmen 
Franklin

SHOOTING SPORTS

Zane 
Freese

HAPPY FARMERS

Nolan 
Houvener 

PITTSBORO TRAILBLAZERS

Samantha 
Hayden 

LUCKY CLOVERS 

Logan 
Hart

HOOSIER 4-H’ERS

Katie 
Graham 

BRIDLE BUNCH 

Savannah 
Hassler

GREEN ACTION CLOVERS

Paige 
Gregory

SWINE CLUB

Isabelle 
Helton

DISCOVERY 4-H CLUB 
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Blake 
Saylor 

SWINE CLUB

Kaden 
Price 

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Kelsey 
Roland 

HAPPY FARMERS 

Abby 
Pickens 

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Caleb 
Malicoat 

PITTSBORO TRAILBLAZERS

Grace 
Luzader 

SODBUSTERS 

Emma 
Lewis

BRIDLE BUNCH 

Jason 
Mantooth

SWINE CLUB 

Mackenzie 
Moser

BRIDLE BUNCH 

Sydney 
Lewis 

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Hailey 
May 

SWINE CLUB

Lucy 
McRoberts 

DISCOVERY 4-H CLUB 

Dylan 
Kottkamp 

WORKING WONDERS

Jack 
Koester 

 BRIDLE BUNCH 

Makayla 
Knight 

GIFTED 4-H’ERS 
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Noah 
Wilson 

DISCOVERY 4-H CLUB

Sadie 
Smith

BRIDLE BUNCH

Dominic 
Williams

AVON EXTREMES

Abigail 
Thom 

BRIDLE BUNCH 

Aubree 
Whicker 

HAPPY FARMERS

Cory 
Witham 

4-LEAF CLOVERS

Emily 
Wilson 

WASHINGTON WINNERS

Aubrey 
Stewart 

CLOVER 4-H CLUB 

Weiss 
Zachariah 

HAPPY FARMERS 

Macy 
Walters 

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Zachary 
Wright 

DISCOVERY 4-H CLUB 

Josiah 
Thompson

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Kyla 
Smith

LUCKY CLOVERS 

Nathaniel 

Wachnicki 

LIBERTY EAGLES

Luke 
Schirmer

DISCOVERY 4-H CLUB
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PLAINFIELD GRADUATE KYLA SMITH,  
10-YEAR 4-H VETERAN, EARNS 4-H QUEEN TITLE

(Photos by Eric Pritchett)

The 2020 Hendricks County Queen’s Court includes Emily Price, runner up Ellen Henry, 
Kyla Smith, Kate Alsdorf and Mary Garner.

Kyla Smith of Plainfield was named the 2020 Hendricks County 4-H 
Fair Queen. 

Staff report
Kyla Smith was crowned the 

2020 Hendricks County 4-H Fair 
Queen July 11. 

Smith, a 10-year 4-H partici-
pant, didn’t expect to be a part of 
the queen contest when she first 
started but in her final year in 4-H 
earned the title. 

The contest is broken down 
into three categories: professional 
wear, interview and formal wear.

With fair festivities limited to 
participants-only projects and 
competition in person with on-
line public opportunities, Smith 
will still have responsibilities as 
queen and get to participate in 
the 2021 Indiana State Fair.  

In school Smith participated in several clubs and played 
volleyball, softball and basketball and will play basketball at 
Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana, where she plans to 
go in the fall and study pre-law and social justice. Her 4-H 
projects include swine (10 years) and cattle (2 years). She was 
awarded Champion Angus and 3rd overall steer in 2019.

“I have also been active with different youth leadership 
groups through St. Susanna and Plainfield Christian Church,” 
Smith said. “The highlight of my summer vacations are al-

ways the 4-H fair and attending CIY camp with Plainfield 
Christian Church and retreats with [the] St. Susanna peer 
group.”

The 2020 court also includes runner up Ellen Henry, Emily 
Price, Kate Alsdorf and Mary Garner.

The queen competition video is available on the Hendricks 
County 4-H Fair Facebook page. Organizers will livestream 
4-H events on the Hendricks County 4-H Fair website July 
19-25, 4hcomplex.org.

VIRTUAL EXIHBIT SHOWCASE  July 19–25HENDRICKS COUNTY 4-H 4Hcomplex.org
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Virtual 4-H Exhibit Showcase takes place of 2020 4-H Fair

The Hendricks County 4-H & Agricultural Fair Association announced it will not conduct 
the traditional Hendricks County 4-H Fair, originally scheduled for July 19–25. Rather 

we are pleased to announce that we will be holding a 4-H Exhibit Showcase. Hendricks 
County 4-H members will have the option to participate in a live, in-person event, 

though attendance at the event will primarily consist of 4-H families and volunteers.

Support our 4-Hr’s Organizers will host the virtual tribute - presented by Hendricks 
Regional Health in partnership with Endeavor Communications - 

 and will livestream 4-H events on the Hendricks County 4-H Fair website, 
www.4hcomplex.org, during the week of the originally scheduled event, July 19-25,  

to shine a spotlight on all those that truly make this event “A Family Affair.” 

From exhibitors to sponsors, and everyone in between, our hope is to unite our 
community and spread some joy through the virtual fair. Everyone is invited to stay 
updated through social media and the website for further updates on the virtual fair.

Thank you for your support. Our concern for public health, the financial feasibility  
of hosting a 4-H Fair that would adhere to social-distancing protocols, and its  
impact on the long-term viability of the Hendricks County 4-H Fair, was at the  

forefront of this very tough decision.
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Commander receives stained glass art  

that honors veterans

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with  

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2020 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.

Chaplin Edward Goforth, who retired from the Plainfield Correctional facility, presented a stained 
glass mosaic portrait to Mike Welsh, commander of the Avon American Legion Post #145, on July 3 at 
the Plainfield-Guilford Public Library. The piece created by Goforth depicts a soldier saluting a cross. 
Goforth made the presentation on behalf of all veterans. He has been working with stained glass for 
20 years. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

“AUTO-LAB is my go to for any of my car needs. Sean and staff 
go above and beyond to make sure the customer is always 

happy. If you are looking for a honest and dependable place 
for your vehicle, AUTO-LAB is your place!”

Tiffany P.

SPRING OIL CHANGE 
SPECIAL

Lube • Oil • Filter Change 
Synthetic Blind Motor Oil Only

$2020
Excludes shop supplies, disposal fees, sales tax. Most cars and light trucks 
up to 5 quarts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil, spin off filters. With coupon. Not valid 

with any other offers. Canister filters extra if required. Exp 7/10/20

CODE: ICON  *offer not good for synthetic oil change

AC/EVAC &  
RECHARGE SPECIAL

$8999 
(Normally $129.99)

With coupons only. Most cars. Not valid with any other offers. 

Exp 7/10/20

CODE: ICON 

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com  
10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon
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By Peg McRoy Glover

Julie Vornholt, who now lives in Madison, Wisconsin, 
recently returned to her Danville hometown to create an 
interior mural for The Children’s Ballet. 

“I am getting into the pattern of going back and forth 
between Danville and Madison frequently,” she said. “I 
work with a lot of small businesses, so I try to work within 
their budget.” 

Anne Johansson, executive director of The Children’s 
Ballet, who knows and follows Vornholt’s work on social 
media, reached out to her in 2019 when they were redo-
ing the studio space and inquired about the possibility of 
her doing a mural in the studio’s waiting room. 

“We met last year when I was in town, and I gave her a 
quote,” Vornholt said. “I was busy with other murals in and 
around Madison at the time, so we planned this summer 
to do the waiting room mural.” 

Johansson saw the blank wall space as an opportunity 
to feature beauty and recognize local artists.

“Part of our mission as an organization is to bring arts 
to our community in as many ways as possible,” Johans-
son said. “I am excited that we have space to feature local 
visual artists for our dancers and their families to enjoy.”

From her earliest memories, Vornholt has known that 
she was meant to be an artist. 

“As soon as I could talk, I told my parents that I wanted 
to be an artist,” she said. “I love painting, and I have been 
lucky in that I have done what I love from the beginning.”

Following her graduation from Danville High School 
in 2011, Vornholt attended the Herron School of Art and 
Design in Indianapolis where she majored in oil painting, 
which was her first real passion. She then branched out 
into large scale artwork for interior and exterior surfaces. 

Vornholt’s family is involved in theater productions, 
which led to her helping create sets for the shows. 

“When one of us is involved in something, all of us are 
involved,” she said. “Since I have always been artistic, I be-
gan doing sets. Eventually, I became a lead artist on big 
sets. Then I began doing sets for the Indianapolis Civic 
Theatre (now known as Booth Tarkington Civic Theatre).” 
This set work evolved into interior and exterior murals, 
and in 2019 painting murals became her fulltime job. 

She has completed roughly 25 murals combining her 
work in Hendricks County and Wisconsin. Locally, her art 
is on display as an exterior mural depicting an old gas 
filling station on the Vicary Auction building on Dan-
ville’s Main Street. In Sparta, Wisconsin, she painted the 
Welcome to Sparta, Bicycling Capital of the World, for 
the Sparta Chamber of Commerce. Find it and many of 
Vorhort’s other murals on her website, julievornholt.com. 
Email her at julimarissa2@gmail.com.

Muralist Julie Vornholt returns home, updates ballet studio artwork 

Danville native Julie Vornholt creates a mural in the waiting room of 
The Children’s Ballet. Lily Johansson, ballet student and daughter of 
executive director Anne Johansson, assisted Vornholt. (Photo by Peg 
McRoy Glover)
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Specialty care now when you need it most.

Cardiology, Cancer, Orthopedics, Back & Neck and more

©2020 IUHealth

Find a specialist and learn more about the thoughtful steps 
we’re taking to keep you safe in our facilities at iuhealth.org, 
or schedule a virtual visit at iuhealth.org/virtualvisit.
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THANK YOU 
FOR SUPPORTING 

LOCAL 
JOURNALISM

“The ICON is local media that can generate quick and on the spot information about facts happening in  
your county and town.  It’s a good media outlet that I can rely on for accurate and interesting local news.   

I like reading the local articles because a lot of the times I know the people or businesses personally  
and can make that connection while I read. I also find ways to connect to events happening  

in the community. It’s like a county snapshot all in one place!“
- Stephanie Scotten, Executive Director, Main Street Plainfield

In short order, the community has begun to respond to the Hendricks County ICON’s 
voluntary-pay program. The ICON is extremely grateful for the donations already received 

in support of independent, local journalism. It’s heartening that many have donated so soon. 
ICON’s pledge in return is to continue providing the hyper-local news and information its 

readers require to maximize on living full lives.

Thank you for your support!
The ICON is a long way from where it needs to be, but this is a wonderful, elevating start.  

If you are considering a donation, please understand no amount is too small.

Please go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online.  
Alternatively, you may mail your check to Hendricks County ICON

5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123 
317.451.4088 • rick@icontimes.com



July 17, 2020
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
17

FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 
317-892-4242 

 www.davidahallmortuary.com

Eric, Erin and 
Evelyn Bell

Our strength is 
based on the 

principle  
of our family 

serving yours.

AVON

Louis H. Emge
Louis H. Emge, 78, passed away June 28, 2020. 
He was born Jan. 4, 1942. Services will be held 
privately. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Parkinson’s 
Foundation.

Jack Bell
Jack Bell, 77, passed away June 30, 2020. He was 
born July 13, 1942. Services were held July 12 at 
Deer Creek Golf Club, Clayton. Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

Jason Todd Pittman
Jason Todd Pittman, 44, passed away July 3, 2020. 
He was born July 26, 1975. Services were held July 
9 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Lloyd Major
Lloyd Major, 66, passed away July 6, 2020. He 
was born Feb. 24, 1954. Services will be held at a 
later date. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.  

Edward E. Racer
Edward E. Racer, 86, passed away July 8, 2020. 
He was born May 29, 1934. Services will be 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Marjorie L. Heady
Marjorie L. Heady, 91, passed away July 8, 2020. 
She was born Aug. 18, 1928. Services will be 
held privately. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.

Pamela M. Monnig
Pamela M. Monnig, 66, passed away July 8, 2020. 
She was born June 25, 1954. Services will be at 
2 p.m. July 17 at Conkle Funeral Home. Conkle 
Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

PLAINFIELD

Gordon Seltenright
Gordon Seltenright, 70, passed away June 28, 
2020. He was born Dec. 29, 1949. Services were 

held July 3 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Humane Society of Indianapolis.

John M. Myers
John M. Myers, 74, passed away June 2, 2020. 
He was born April 25, 1946. Services will be held 
at a later date. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Alice Faye Dugger
Alice Faye Dugger, 80, passed away July 2, 2020. 
She was born March 4, 1940. Services will be 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements. 

Judith J. Duling
Judith J. Duling, 84, passed away July 7, 2020. She 
was born Dec. 6, 1935. Services were held July 11 
at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Betty J. DeBaun
Betty J. DeBaun, 94, passed away July 6, 2020. 
She was born May 4, 1926. Services will be 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Barbara L. Hannaford
Barbara L. Hannaford, 61, passed away July 7, 2020. 
She was born Nov. 9, 1958. Services were held July 
11 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Kristi L. Tankersley
Kristi L. Tankersley, 49, passed away July 8, 2020. 
She was born Aug. 1, 1970. Services will be held at 
a later date. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Hendricks 
County Humane Society.

Mary E. Hardin
Mary E. Hardin, 89, passed away July 12, 2020. She 
was born Dec. 14, 1930. Services were held July 16 
at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield.  

BROWNSBURG

Carla Johnson
Carla Johnson, 80, passed away July 2, 2020. She 
was born Oct. 15, 1939. No services will be held. 
Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted with 
the arrangements.

Betty Lou Hazen
Betty Lou Hazen, 84, passed away June 29, 2020. 
She was born Jan. 18, 1936. Services were held 
July 14 at Church@Main, Brownsburg. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

Donald Phelps
Donald Phelps, 91, passed away July 8, 2020. 
He was born Feb. 11, 1929. Services will be held 
privately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements. 

Wilma Jane Boatman
Wilma Jane Boatman, 87, passed away July 12, 
2020. She was born Jan. 2, 1933. Services were 
held July 16 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, 
Brownsburg. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

LIZTON

Vicki Spencer
Vicki Spencer, 63, passed away July 7, 2020. She 
was born Feb. 14, 1957. Services were held July 14 
at Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, Pittsboro.

CLAYTON

Robert N. Bayse
Robert N. Bayse, 73, passed away July 5, 2020. 
He was born Aug. 24, 1946. Services will be held 
privately. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Parkinson’s 
Awareness of Central Indiana.

Hendricks County obituaries  up to 50 words 
are printed  free of charge. Funeral directors 

are encouraged to send obituaries and photos 
to  obits@icontimes.com.

COMMUNITY

Consider Your Landscaping Needs Solved!

Patio SealingMulchBed Care
BEFORE
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9 4 3 2
8 3 7 6

7 5
2 5 9 6

4
3 5 9 1

1 7
2 8 6 4

7 4 2 9

3 Craigslist Categories
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Taylor Swift Albums
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Indiana “D” Counties
____________________
____________________

1 Irvington Park
______________________

5 Oliver Winery Products
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Breakfast Foods
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

PUZZLES
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63 64 65 66

67 68 69 70 71

72 73 74

75 76 77

Across
1. Pile
5. Kelley School graduate 
degs.
9. African nation
14. County Court pledge
15. Call for help
16. Kind of situation
17. Hybrid fruit
18. Do damage
19. Barely leading
20. Kingdom
22. Indiana’s wealthiest 
person
24. Conner Prairie furrow 
maker
25. Avon HS elders
26. Hoosier National Forest 
tree
28. Resembling a souffle
30. Insubordination
32. Evan, to Birch Bayh
35. “Ciao!”
38. Discreet email abbr.
39. Gnarled
41. Bankers Life submission
43. Sounds of doubt
45. Finn creator
46. Miniature tree
48. White River rowing need
50. Crafty e-tailer
51. No alternative

52. Rare
55. Costa ___
56. Nile biter
57. Capture
60. Butler frat 
letter
63. Sunday song
65. Miss Indiana 
crown
67. Borg-Warner 
Trophy, e.g.
69. Indianapolis 
Indians catcher’s 
glove
71. Caviars, e.g.
72. Fur mogul
73. 1976 
Indianapolis 
tennis tourney 
champ
74. ___ Severin 
Hotel
75. Entrances
76. Local sports 
org. with the 
attraction found 
in the puzzle’s circles
77. Quibbles

Down
1. Store posting
2. Gung-ho
3. Low-tech GPS?

4. Dr. on WTHR
5. Brickyard 400 fig.
6. Winter hazard on I-70
7. Aviation prefix
8. Pago Pago resident
9. Animal that doesn’t 

sound old
10. Like some beers
11. Runaway GI
12. Madre’s boy
13. Starting fresh
21. Southwest Grill guy
23. Colts game starter
27. Home of the B-52s
29. Lease
30. Speech spot
31. Allergic reaction
32. “Now!” at IU Health
33. Gov. Bowen
34. The Big Apple, briefly
35. Frozen dessert chain
36. ___ vera
37. Earth tones
40. Spencer’s county
42. Oahu neighbor
44. TV witch
47. Foot part
49. Apt. divisions
53. Grand ___ Island
54. Choose
55. Beard remover
57. Singer Judd
58. “___ we all?”
59. Foundation
60. It’s Siri-ous
61. About
62. Jackson 5 member
64. Catchall abbr.
66. West Chase Golf Club 
choice
68. St. Vincent Hospitals 
areas, for short
70. Lipton drink

Answers on Page 20

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza 
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 7/31/20

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is happening 
rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to have daily 

lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options will be 
available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling the store. 

Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!
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Home on the range: a not-so-
accurate study about cooking 

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

EDITORIAL

4-H is a 
philosophy,  
not a fair

If you grew up in Hendricks County, 
there’s a good chance you already 
know the 4-H pledge: I pledge my head 
to clearer thinking, my heart to greater 
loyalty, my hands to larger service, and 
my health to better living, for my club, 
my community, my country and my 
world.

It’s a philosophy that serves partici-
pants well. It also serves the communi-
ty, and it had to be a factor in the deci-
sion to not hold the Hendricks County 
4-H Fair this year.

Add the traditional fair to the list of 
casualties due to COVID-19, but the 
heart of the fair will continue with stu-
dents showcasing the work they’ve 
completed this year. 

Livestream events will be posted on 
the Hendricks County 4-H Fair website 
at 4hcomplex.org July 19-25. A modi-
fied queen contest was held July 11. 
Fair organizers will also hold a 4-H 
exhibit showcase that is closed to the 
public. Families and select volunteers 
will be able to see the work of the 
youth, and judging will go on. 

It will truly be a family affair.
The ICON applauds organizers and 

volunteers for using their heads for 
clearer thinking and their hands to 
larger service. It will be a monumental 
task to protect the public and maintain 
the 4-H experience for the youth.

Fair leaders are asking the commu-
nity to stay informed through social 
media and the website for further up-
dates on the virtual fair. Dedication to 
the four Hs is likely the driving force be-
hind these tough decisions.

Congratulations to all 4-H partici-
pants and organizers for a job well 
done. 

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Paving is expected to wrap up this 
week on a portion of Dan Jones 

Road north of U.S. 36 in Avon.

The Avon Education Foundation 
recognized the top 25 students in 

the Class of 2020 during the Evening of 
Excellence July 8. 

The Plainfield School Board debuted 
a new audio and video live-stream-

ing service the July 9 meeting. Watch at 
youtube.com/watch?v=60oK15PZO_E.

The Town of Plainfield gave 32, 
$2,500 grants as part of the Plain-

field Small Business Crisis Response Grant 
Program to help them recover from the 
economic impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic, for a total of $80,000 given.

Girl Scout Troop 2356 assembled 
and delivered snack bags for the 

staff at Pediatric Associates of Avon.

Plainfield KD-9 officers Rob Prichard 
and Chris Johnson received special 

training July 10 from veterinarian Dr. Lisa 
Booth. The Emergency and Trauma Medical 
Training for Working Dogs class at the 
Parker City Fire Department provided was 
free training.

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …

In North Carolina, it is illegal for bingo games to 
last more than five hours.

STRANGE LAW

“May we think 
of freedom, 

not as the right 
thing to do as we 
please, but as the 
opportunity to do 

what is right.” 
— Peter Marshall

QUOTE

By Dick Wolfsie

News websites display a parade of 
catchy headlines motivating us to click on 
each link to read more. Then we are over-
whelmed by provocative ads persuading 
us to buy various products. Here are some 
recent eye catching examples:

• The worst time of day to buy meat
• A vegetable that can remove rust
• The celebrity chef who admits he’d eat 

a human
• How your electric can opener can kill 

you
Some attention-getters, to be sure, 

but one in particular on my computer’s 
homepage really caught my eye: Home 
cooking increases longevity.

With the coronavirus limiting our access 
to restaurants, this seemed like positive 
news. Maybe not to Mary Ellen, but to me.

The article reports that people who cook 
at home up to five times a week were 47% 
more likely to still be alive after 10 years. 
I’m no expert, but let me explain why this 
may be the dumbest study ever done. This 
will take a few minutes, so if you want to 
order a pizza for dinner first, no problem.

Apparently, way back in 2002, research-
ers interviewed 1,800 people ages 65 and 
older and living in Taiwan about their di-
etary habits. They called the seniors again 
this year to see how they were doing. 

Most of the people who had claimed to 
eat out at least 70% of the time could not 
be reached. Apparently they had died, or 
so said the scientists. This is a wild guess, 
but I bet they were out for dinner when the 
phone rang at 6 p.m., or because they were 
all near 80, maybe some of them couldn’t 
get to the phone in time. Am I the only 

person to think of this stuff?
Here’s the biggest flaw in the study: The 

Taiwanese who claimed to be cooking at 
home and living a healthy lifestyle…well, if 
you think about it, they were probably eat-
ing Chinese food about every night, right? 
They can call it “eating in,” if it makes them 
feel better, but here in the Wolfsie house-
hold, we call that eating takeout.

I’m quite sure that data on the hazards 
of dining out were not available in the ’50s 
when I was growing up, which is why my 
mother was often heard saying to my fa-
ther, “Would it kill us to go out for dinner 
once in a while?” Apparently Dad thought 
it would. I guess he was not only a cheap-
skate but also a visionary.

Our original plan for this evening was 
to go to a nearby restaurant that has out-
door seating and provides safe distancing 
for our usual soup and salad for dinner. 
But with this new info, I suggested we eat 
at home, barbeque some ribs and finish 
off our Ben & Jerry’s ice cream. Maybe we 
won’t live longer, but what a way to go.

Mary Ellen suggested we get takeout. I 
reminded her once again that according to 
the research, it would be a real plus for us 
if she prepared a home cooked meal every 
night. I believe I am quoting her response 
accurately: “You should live so long.”

I’m no expert, but let me explain 

why this may be the dumbest study 

ever done. This will take a few 

minutes, so if you want to order a 

pizza for dinner first, no problem.
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Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: 
Foods: BACON, CEREAL, EGGS, OATMEAL, 
OMELET, TOAST; Products: MOSCATO, 
PINOT NOIR, ROSE, SANGRIA, SHIRAZ; 
Albums: FEARLESS, LOVER, REPUTA-
TION, SPEAK NOW; Categories: FOR SALE, 
HOUSING, JOBS; Counties: DEKALB, DU-
BOIS; Park: ELLENBERGER

Puzzles & Answers
ON PAGE 18

9 5 4 3 1 6 8 7 2
1 8 3 7 9 2 4 6 5
2 6 7 4 8 5 3 9 1
4 1 2 5 3 7 9 8 6
8 9 6 2 4 1 5 3 7
3 7 5 8 6 9 1 2 4
6 4 9 1 2 3 7 5 8
5 2 1 9 7 8 6 4 3
7 3 8 6 5 4 2 1 9

H E A P M B A S G H A N A
O A T H P L E A N O W I N
U G L I H A R M U P O N E
R E A L M C O O K P L O W
S R S O A K A I R Y

D E F I A N C E S O N
T A T A B C C K N O T T Y
C L A I M E H S T W A I N
B O N S A I O A R E T S Y
Y E S U N C O M M O N

R I C A A S P N A B
I O T A H Y M N T I A R A
P R I Z E M I T T R O E S
A S T O R A S H E O M N I
D O O R S N C A A N I T S

By Shawn Stout

If you are experienc-
ing trouble sleeping, then you are not alone. 
Getting a good night’s sleep can be diffi-
cult, especially in recent months due to the 
disruption of daily life. Here are some tips 
to help reduce anxiety with sleeping from 
IU Health sleep ex-
perts.

Set a schedule
Set yourself up for 

success by creating 
a consistent sleep 
schedule that allows 
you to get at least 
eight hours of sleep 
every night. Having 
a sleep schedule 
puts your body on a natural timer and can 
help reduce anxiety before bed.

Put away electronics
Avoid using electronics before bed. We 

are constantly checking our phones that 
contain blue light, and blue light suppresses 
the melatonin hormone in our body which 
inhibits us from sleeping.

Consider supplements
If you are experiencing insomnia, talk 

with your doctor about a melatonin supple-
ment, which may help you fall asleep or stay 
asleep. It is recommended that you take the 
supplement an hour or more before going 
to bed to get the best results.

Can the caffeine
Avoid caffeine six hours before bed. Caf-

feine can disrupt your sleeping schedule 
and make it difficult to fall asleep. 

Catch some rays
Try to get sunlight during the day be-

cause the sunshine helps make you tired. 
Even if it’s only for 30 minutes, get outside 
or keep blinds open at home to get sun-
light.

Create bedtime routines
Work on develop-

ing a bedtime rou-
tine that best suits 
your needs. Calming 
your body down 
before going to bed 
can be beneficial, 
so consider a short 
stretching or medi-
tation sequence 
to relax. Listen to 

soothing sounds or have white noise such 
as a fan that can help you fall asleep.

Look at other factors
Sleep is just one part of our overall health. 

Eating healthy foods and exercising can help 
improve sleep tremendously and will help 
your sleep schedule be better long term.

Reach out for help
We all use sleep to help recover, lock in 

memories and help with brain functions. 
So, if you are struggling, reach out to your 
primary care doctor, and they can help you 
sleep better.

Health expert offers tips to rest 
even when feeling anxious

NUTRITION

Shawn Stout is a physician assistant at the 
IU Health West Hospital Sleep Disorder 
Center. Contact the center at (317) 
962-5710.

Even if it’s only for 30 
minutes, get outside or 

keep blinds open at home 
to get sunlight.

Visit our area 
locations Today!

Avon • 317-271-6200
10728 E. US Hwy 36, Avon, 46123

Plainfield • 317-839-4466
1810 E. Main St., Plainfield, 46168

Zionsville • 317-733-9989
51 Boone Village, Zionsville, 46077

papamurphys.com

ALL ONLINE 
ORDERS OF 

$20 OR MORE  
GET 25% OFF.

Enter code: HOME25
Claim discount by entering 

the code at checkout at 
papamurphys.com.

We Make It. 
You Bake It.TM

we’re 
     open!
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David found hope in God in 
times of darkness and trials 

DEVOTIONAL

SACRED SPACE

By David Kaneversky

David wrote Psalm 
142 while he was a fugitive hiding from 
Saul. In this Psalm one can sense the stress 
of being hated, 
hunted down by 
the powerful force 
of King Saul. It is as 
if David is almost 
ready to give up 
due to the pressure 
and stress.

What did David 
learn during his time in the cave? David 
learned he can find hope in His God. 

In verses 1-2, David prays to the Lord for 
help. The verse says he “cries out loud” and 
“pours” out his heart before his God. In the 
midst of the battle, David stops to pray to 
God. He seeks help from God. He turns his 
cave into a place of worship.

In verse 3 David sees that his enemies 
are all around him to hurt him, to lie about 
him and to set traps so he may stumble. 
Yet David in his despair remembered that 
God knows his path, God knows one’s daily 

battles and is alongside in times of despair 
and trials. Even in verse 4 the psalmist David 
describes feeling completely abandoned.

In the rest of the Psalm one can see hope. 
David calls God his 
“portion,” meaning 
he needs nothing 
else during this time 
of despair. Even as 
he is being pursued 
and hunted down, 
David has hope in 
God. The writer clos-
es the Psalm with 

praise to his God in the midst of his despair.
One may not see it now but trials or time 

difficulties will turn out for our good and for 
God’s glory (James 1:2-15). Do you see God as 
a God of hope in the midst of the dark cave?

David Kaneversky serves as an Elder and 
Administrative Pastor at the Bible Church 
of Brownsburg. For more information, visit 
bcb.church or call (317) 852-7475.

Congratulations2020 Seniors!
Congratulations to the 2020 high 
school seniors across Hendricks 

County. Best wishes in your future 
endeavors from Hendricks Power 

Cooperative!

Even as he is being pursued and hunted 
down, David has hope in God. The writer 
closes the Psalm with praise to his God in 

the midst of his despair.
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EVENTScalendar FAITHONFOOD
AN OPTION

Asia Wok 
2010 Stafford Road, Plainfield 
Also with locations in Brownsburg and 
Danville

With Chinese buffets currently 
closed due to pandemic restrictions, 
don’t worry Asia Wok (Where food 
& fortune meet) will prepare your 
favorites. 

We ordered the sweet & sour 
and pepper steak, paired with rice. 
Appetizers included spring rolls 
and crab rangoon. Each was made 
to order with fresh ingredients that 
brought out the flavors.

My fortune cookie was spot on 
with our new normal, “A light heart 
carries you through all the hard 
times.”

WHERE I DINE

Melissa Cameron, Clayton

Where do you like to dine? 3 Agaves 
Mexican Restaurant & Cantina. 
We love Mexican cuisine and were 
excited to try a new establishment.

What do you like there? Everything 
was great: queso, of course, and the 
fajitas, nachos and shredded beef 
quesadilla were delicious.

What do you like about this place? 
We really liked the atmosphere. They 
have a small outdoor patio, which 

is great on a cooler day. They have 
quick service, and don’t forget the 
peach margarita.

3 Agaves  
7840 E. U.S. 36, Avon

Long Black Cadillac 
Coffee: 

Arcane 
Coffee 

Papua 
New 
Guinea 
bean, 
medium 
dark roast with dark chocolate finish.

Heavy Right Foot Coffee Company at 
Myer’s Garage 

522 2nd St., Lizton

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. Follow 
on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter  
@FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

by Faith TooleJuly
17 Friday
Young Adventurers Day Camp: Birds
10 a.m.-2 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Road, North Salem. Join local 
naturalists to learn about Indiana birds. 
Ages 6-12 (going into grades 1-7). Drop-
off program. $25/person. Register by 
July 11 for one or both days at hcparks.
recdesk.com/Community/Program/
Detail?programId=420.

19 Sundays
Sunday Drop-In Activity
1 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 E. Hughes 
Road, North Salem. Activity to complete 
at the park or a craft activity to take home. 
Activities vary each Sunday. Free while 
supplies last. More info at facebook.com/
events/251482326066411.

20, 27 Mondays
Yoga with Keith and Bunny
6 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E. County Road 150 
North, Avon.Wacky Wednesday at Gill Pool 
Yoga for all levels. Bring your mat or borrow 
from Keith. Adoptable bunnies join the ses-
sion. Registration required at facebook.com/
events/116228996429395.

22, 29 
Wacky Wednesdays
2 p.m. Gill Family Aquatic Center, 600 E. 
Main St., Danville. Fun pool program with 
games and prizes. Free with admission to 
the pool. 

23 Thursday
Nerf Battles
12-1:30 and 6-7 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 
150 N, Avon. Challenge course located in 
the back park. Snacks and drinks available. 
Register at wtp.recdesk.com.

25 Saturday
Summer Concert
7 p.m. Arbuckle Acres Park, 200 N. Green St., 
Brownsburg. Audiodacity in concert as part 
of summer series. Bring a blanket or lawn 
chair. Free.

25 Saturday
Astronomy at McCloud
9 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes 

Road, North Salem. Park naturalists partner 
with Indiana Astronomical Society to hold 
sky seminar and viewing. Geared to the 
novice astronomer. Free, appropriate for all 
ages. 2 hours. More info at hendrickscoun-
typarks.org/programs/astronomy.

26 Sunday
Daytime Pajama Party
12-4 p.m. Books & Brews, 1551 N. Green 
St., Brownsburg. Daytime pajama party 
with face painting, kids get free pete-za 
pettigrew. More info at facebook.com/
events/574837759909862. 

29 Wednesday
Introduction to Pickleball Clinic
6-7:30 p.m. Rosemary Helton Courts, 600 
E. Main St., Danville. Combines elements of 
badminton, tennis and ping-pong. 16 and 
older. Register at danvilleparks.recdesk.com.

August
2 Sunday
Off-Road Racing at TRAK 36
10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Avon Town Hall Park, 6570 
E. U.S. 36, Avon. Racing with the Hoosier RC 
Racers. Free for HRCR racers, $10 for non-
members. Check in at registration tent.

4 Tuesday
Co-ed Softball League
6:30-9:30 p.m. Ellis Park, 600 E. Main St., Dan-
ville. Six-week league, followed by a
single-elimination tourney. $225 per team. 
Sign up at danvilleparks.recdesk.com.

5 Wednesday
Guilford Township Board Meeting
7 p.m. Guilford Township Community Center, 
1500 S. Center St., Plainfield. Public meet-
ing notice and agenda posted at guilford-
townshiip.com. For more info, contact (317) 
838-0564.

6 Thursday
Brownsburg Summer Concert
7 p.m. Arbuckle Acres Park, 200 N. Green St., 
Brownsburg. Featured artist is My Yellow
Rickshaw. Yard games, inflatables, food 
trucks, beer garden. Free.

7 Friday
Concert by the Creek
7-9 p.m. Washington Township Park Amphi-
theater, 435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Free
music by She Loves Horses. Food and drink 
vendors.
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Don’t let hydrangea plants become ‘endless bummers’ in the garden

GARDENING By John Chapin

Every year, at gar-
den centers and big box stores, gardeners 
positively swoon over bigleaf hydrangeas 
(Hydrangea macrophylla) in distinctive blue 
pots with their floral clouds of huge blue 
blooms. 

These gorgeous plants are snapped up 
by the thousands by impulse buyers across 
Central Indiana. They are enjoyed in gar-
dens over the summer, but with extremely 
few exceptions, they are a disappointment 
the following summer. I refer to them as 
“endless bummers.”

I’ve tried everything in the book to get 
several varieties to rebloom in subsequent 
years as abundantly as when purchased 
with absolutely no luck. A few flowers might 
reward my efforts, but they are never blue, 
always pink. 

The problem is that our heavy clay soils 
are naturally alkaline, and these hydrangeas 
bloom blue only in acidic soils. Soil amend-
ments seldom help more than getting a few 
purplish flowers. I’ve pulled out and com-
posted so many over the years. 

Imagine my surprise when a Facebook 
gardening friend who lives outside Chicago 
posted photos of her knock-out gorgeous 
hydrangea, full of big blue blossoms this 
summer. She had received it for Mother’s 

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

Day last year and kept it in the pot on her 
porch to enjoy until frost. From past experi-
ence, she knew it’d never do well planted in 
her garden (she’s also pulled out all of hers), 
so she decided to overwinter it, still potted, 
in the garage as an experiment. This past 
spring, she placed it on the porch where it 
gets a few hours of sunlight daily, gave it 
some time-release fertilizer and kept it wa-
tered. The photo shows the spectacular suc-
cess of this treatment. 

So, I’m going to try this myself. Once I 
decide on which variety to buy, or will it be 
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two or three? I’m going to overwinter it/
them in the garage come November. If you 
are like the 99% of gardeners who have 
been disappointed with these hydrangeas, 
I’d say to give it a try. 

Happy Gardening!

In an experiment, the owner of these hydrangeas 
left them in the pot inside over winter and added 
fertilizer this spring to produce these blooms. (Photo 
provided by John Chapin)

Clean-Ups, Mowing, Trimming  
and Power Washing.

Owner/Operator 
317-839-4423

GIBBS LAWN SERVICE

HOW IS COVID-19 AFFECTING 
YOU AND YOUR BUSINESS?

Let us help you navigate these uncertain times.

Stay up to date on the latest information regarding the coronavirus’ impact on 
you and your business by visiting the COVID-19 Resources page on our website. 
The challenges are changing each day, and Somerset is committed to keeping 
you informed. Contact us today to connect with a Somerset advisor.

800.469.7206
somersetcpas.com
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schedule 
todayCOMPREHENSIVE

HEART CARE
WELCOMING PATIENTS

5 DAYS A WEEK
IN MOORESVILLE

Since 1978, Indiana Heart 
Physicians has proudly served 
the residents of Indiana. Our 
cardiologists specialize in the 
prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment of heart and  
vascular disease.

(800) 992-2081

    VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE

FranciscanDocs.org




