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Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
ICON is published by Grow 
Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
sponsored by one of our valued 

advertisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers working 
in tandem with Grow Local Media, LLC 
sales representatives. Sponsored content 
may not reflect the views of The Hendricks 
County ICON publisher, editorial staff or 
graphic design team. The Hendricks County 
ICON is devoted to clearly differentiating 
between sponsored content and editorial 
content. Potential advertisers interested in 
sponsored content should call (317) 451-
4088 or email lyla@icontimes.com.

HC
SPONSORED

Hendricks County ICON 
reaches a vast segment 
of our community. 
For information about 
reaching  our readers, 
call Rick Myers at (317) 
451-4088 or email him  
at rick@icontimes.com.

Want to Advertise?

Presented  
by:

WEBon the

Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits  

your mailbox to catch up on local happenings in your town.  
Make sure to visit myhcicon.com and follow the ICON Facebook page 

facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories  
and photos that feature and affect you and your community.

Rick Myers  
Publisher

Brian Kelly 
Chief Executive Officer

Stephanie Dolan 
Director of Operations

Gretchen Becker 
Content Editor

Mark Gasper  
Digital Sales Coordinator

Zach Ross & Sarah McNeff 
Production & Design

A product of

Grow Local Media, LLC  
 ©2020  

All Rights Reserved
Established 
April 2008

Aquatic park on slate for Avon
Washington Township Parks and 

Recreation unveiled an ambitious 
plan for the newly acquired Murphy 
Park, including a $15 million aquatic 
center.

The 43-acre piece of land near 
the corner of county roads 625 E 
and 100 S will also be home to an 
inclusive playground, trails and an 
activity pond in future development 
phases.

The aquatics center will have the 
largest wave pool in central Indiana 
and one of only four in the state. It will also 
have a water slide tower, an activity pool 
and a large deck that can be used in the 
winter for the skating rink. Plans call for a 

pedestrian walkway connecting the park to 
the Avon Junior Athletics Association Fields 
across the road.
Read more at myhcicon.com/aquatic-park-on-

slate-for-avon

7-year-old boy and his mother found dead  
in an apparent murder-suicide in Avon

Deputy Chief of the Avon Police Depart-
ment Brian Nugent said a long custody bat-
tle over a 7-year-old boy may have been a 
contributing factor in an apparent murder-
suicide in the 1000 block of Preakness Drive 
in the Lexington Woods Subdivision.

“The son was supposed to be returned 
back to the custody of his father here in 
Avon,” Nugent said. “At 10:40 (a.m. July 5) 
the individual had not been returned by the 
mother. The father had contacted our de-
partment and requested a welfare check.”

When officers were able to gain entrance 
to the house, around 11 a.m., they were met 

with a grisly scene of Manisha Singhal, 41, 
and Shiv Patel, 7, dead of apparent gunshot 
wounds.

“The incident itself remains under investi-
gation by Avon PD,” Nugent added. 

Indiana State Police crime scene investi-
gators were called to help process the crime 
scene. Autopsies were scheduled Monday 
afternoon, Nugent added.

School officials were notified immediately 
when police understood Shiv was a student 
at Hickory Elementary.  

Read more at myhcicon.com/7-year-old-boy-
and-his-mother-found-dead-in-an-apparent-

murder-suicide-in-avon

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

Town officials are considering a bond to fund a water park at 
Washington Township’s Murphy Park on County Road 625 E. 
(Rendering provided) 
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Danville Town Council sets 
study session for chicken 

coops, amends ordinances

WHAT HAPPENED: During the public comment portion of the meeting, Danville 
citizen Christel Boe asked the council to review the ordinance that makes it 
unlawful to raise chickens within the town limits. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council voted to present a proclamation to Hendricks 
Regional Health president and CEO Kevin Speer. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council voted to amend a zoning ordinance that addresses 
the town’s general provisions of accessory structures.  

WHAT HAPPENED: The council voted to amend a fee ordinance by adding fees that 
were inadvertently omitted when it was previously approved. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Boe, who lives at 6 Ridge Road, received a letter from the town in 
response to complaints regarding her unlawful chicken coop. She said her family has 
maintained a chicken coop and a garden on their property to have a more sustainable 
home. The council agreed to review the ordinance in a public work-study session 30 
minutes before the start of the Aug. 5 meeting. 

WHAT IT MEANS: This proclamation honors the hospital’s response throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic and honors the men and women who have and continue to work on 
the front lines. The date for the formal presentation will be announced later. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Accessory structures are not to exceed 10% of the lot/parcel total area. 
The provision that limited the total of three accessory structures in residential districts was 
eliminated. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The planning fee for a zoning amendment or map change will go from 
$250 to $500 and signage from $20 to $50. The parks department will begin charging 
a rental fee of $10 for residents and $15 for non-residents for a two-hour rental of the 
Helton Pickleball Courts. These fees will be implemented following the required two-week 
advertising period intended to inform the public. 

Compiled by Peg McRoy Glover

The Danville Town Council met July 1 in Danville Town Hall, 49 N. Wayne St. The next 
meeting is 7 p.m. July 15. Town council meetings can be viewed on the town’s YouTube 
channel following the meeting. 

COMMUNITY

Our Bar & Grill 
is OPEN!

$5 OFF 
$25 or more

CODE: ICON

Dine-In (50% capacity) and  
carry-out available. 

We can accept parties of 6 or fewer. 
Reservations are recommended. 

Expires 8/1/2020

Grill Hours: Sunday – Tuesday: closed (snack bar only)  
Wednesday – Friday: 5- 9 p.m. | Saturday: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

Bar Hours: Saturday – Tuesday: 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.  
Wednesday – Friday 8 a.m – 9:30 p.m.

5197 Fairway Drive • Avon 
(317) 745-6448 • prestwickgolf.net

Public  
Welcome!

3-Year Fixed-Rate 5-Year Fixed-Rate

Danville - (317) 563-3266
florencewealth.com 

The Harbourview MYGA (Generic Policy Form ICC19 OLA SPDA) is a single premium deferred annuity.  Stated rates are as of 
6/1/2020, are guaranteed for the stated period, and are subject to change. Within 30 days prior to the end of the Initial Interest 
Guarantee Period, we will send you notification informing you the date the Guarantee Period is ending and provide the renewal rate 
and Surrender Charges in effect for the subsequent Guarantee Period.  Excess withdrawals are subject to a Surrender Charge and 
market value adjustments. All annuity features, risks, limitations, and costs should be considered prior to purchasing an annuity 
within a tax-qualified retirement plan. Annuities issued by Oceanview Life and Annuity Company, 410 N. 44th St., Suite 210, 
Phoenix, AZ 85008. www.oceanviewlife.com. Guarantees are based on the claims paying ability of the issuing insurance company. 
Neither Oceanview Life and Annuity Company nor any of its representatives may provide tax or legal advice. 

We Help Protect and Grow Your Money
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Brownsburg Town Council 
discusses new subdivision, 
annexes three properties

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved three annexations. The parcels include 3699 
N. County Road 900 E., 7495 N. State Road 267 and 6433 Wings Court.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council rejected a zoning map amendment for a planned 
unit development from Beazer Homes.

WHAT IT MEANS: These are all voluntary annexations requested by the owners. A fiscal 
impact plan determined that the impact was very minimal.

WHAT IT MEANS: Harris Pointe is a 
proposed 54-acre subdivision west of 
Northfield Drive and north of the B&O 
Trail. The plans call for 125 homes on 
the property. The Brownsburg Area Plan 
Commission heard from the developer 
twice but still forwarded the project to the 
town council with a unanimous unfavorable 
recommendation citing it did not meet the 
criteria for responsible growth. 

The developer Beazer Homes requested 
that the council return the proposal with 
modifications to the plan commission. The 
builder worked with residents of Holiday 
Pines and agreed to some modifications 
reflected in a new ordinance to be presented 
to the plan commission before the next 
meeting.

One issue of the plan was road width. 
Council member Jeff Gracey was concerned 
that the plan made it out of tech review 
from the development department with 
smaller widths than allowed by the street 
development ordinance. Council member 
Brian Jessen felt similar in his questions 
to Todd Barker, director of development 
services.

“In my opinion, it should’ve never made 
it out of tech review that way,” Gracey said 
about neighborhood road widths. “It should 
have been sent back to the applicant then, 
but we didn’t. Thankfully, we have an (Area 
Plan Commission) that looked at all the other 
variables.”

At least 10 residents and neighbors 
addressed the council, some through 
prepared statements entered into the 
minutes, to urge them to look again at the 
project. Some asked the council to send 
it back to the APC with the modifications. 
Others asked that the council follow the 
recommendation.

Calling the development not right for 
Brownsburg, Gracey argued that the plan 
commission’s decision rejects not only the 
zoning amendment but also the proposed 
plat. All council members followed suit and 
agreed with the recommendation from the 
area plan commission.

Under the rules of the plan commission, 
a similar proposal could not be brought 
back before the commission for a year, 
unless there is a two-thirds vote by the plan 
commission members.

Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Brownsburg Town Council met June 25 for a regular meeting at Brownsburg Town 
Hall. All council members were present. The council meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth 
Thursdays each month at town hall, 61 N. Green St. Meetings are streamed live and archived 
at brownsburg.org.  

804 E Main St. • Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 7/31/20.

Ce
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ing
 46 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE! ORDER TODAY FOR 
CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 
Expires 8/15/20

HOTCAKESHOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

OPEN FOR 
DINING!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 8/15/20

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262
East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517
North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993
South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

NOW OPEN FOR DINING!

5530 E. US Hwy 36
Suite 100

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Buy One Drink get  
a Short Drink  
(of equal or lesser value) 

FREE 
Expires 7/31/20
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www.cartersmyplumber.com

P LU M B I N G  &  WAT E R  H E AT E R S

✔
Water Heater Replacements  
Free Estimates ✔ Toilet & Faucet Repairs

✔
Sump Pump & Battery  
Back-up Systems ✔

Tub & Shower Replacements 
Free Estimates

✔ Drain Cleaning ✔
Hose Spigots Repaired 
or Added

✔
Tankless Water Heaters 
Free Estimates ✔

Electronic Leak Detection - 
Under Slab Leaks

✔
Water Softener Replacements  
Free Estimates ✔ Garbage Disposal Replaced

✔ Gas Line & Gas Repairs ✔ Trenching & Backhoe Services

Mention this ad and SAVEMention this ad and SAVE

SAVE SAVE $$50 OFF50 OFF
Plumbing ServicesPlumbing Services

Schedule Online at www.CartersMyPlumber.com

859-9999859-999931
7

31
7

Kelson Carter

•  New Bradford 
White Water Heater

•  40 or 50 Gallon
•  Standard Tall Gas 

or Electric
• 6 Year Parts & 6 Year Tank Warranty
• Enhanced performance & Intelligent Diagnostics

Water HeaterWater Heater
InstalledInstalled

$$150150

#CO88900054

“Hot Water Today or“Hot Water Today or

ACTSACTS
9:32 9:32 

Project Project 
DonorDonor

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: No other plumber makes you this bold promise...No other plumber makes you this bold promise...

SAVE

It’s You We Pay!”It’s You We Pay!”™™

*Get a free Estimate on all Water Heater Installations.  Some restrictions apply. Coupon must 
be presented at time of service.  

Prince of Plumbing

* Some restrictions apply - call office for details
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Compiled by ICON staff

Going into their senior year, members of the Class of 2020 
never would have pictured the history-making year that 
would abruptly end classroom instruction, sports and can-
cel concerts, dances and celebrations. 

While it altered their high school careers for an event that 
will go down in future history books, as they go out into the 
world, the resilient students won’t let the global coronavirus 
pandemic keep them from following their dreams and giv-
ing them memories that will last a lifetime.

The ICON reached out to recognize the top students at 
the six Hendricks County public school districts and Bethes-
da Christian School.

Congratulations to the entire Class of 2020, and good 
luck on future endeavors.

Katelyn Rickert
Brownsburg High School

Class Rank: 1st
Where will you attend college? 

Georgetown University
Major: Government 
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of your senior year: 
When Brownsburg first declared that 
school would be canceled from March 
13 through spring break, I was helping out 
at a Brownsburg men’s volleyball practice. Once the news 
was announced to the team, everyone was cheering and 
celebrating having an extended spring break. However, 
none of us knew what was coming soon after. We didn’t 
know that would be the last time the team would play to-
gether. We didn’t know as seniors our high school career 
was over. We didn’t know life as we had known it would be 
altered forever. My family and friends tried to stay optimis-
tic: that prom could still happen if...and we could go back 
to school when....But I knew the reality of the situation as I 
started researching numbers in Italy over spring break — 
we would not be returning to school or any of our activities 
for a long while. When the governor announced the rest of 
the school year was canceled, it was expected. At that point, 
we only had one hope left: graduation.

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? I am saddened I can’t do my final project with my 

best friend of 12 years and cherish our last days together in 
the halls of BHS. We never really got to say goodbye to high 
school, and that’s what I miss most. We never got a final and 
proper goodbye.

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? COVID-19 has 
exposed me to a range of emotions. However, one thing I 
have learned through this experience is to be grateful for 
what I have. We may have had all of our favorite events and 
milestones canceled, but at least my family is healthy. At 
least we have food to eat, water to drink. At least we have 
wifi to connect our four new devices to. I am thankful for 
every moment I get to spend with my family in such fortu-
nate circumstances and this is a mindset I will take with me 
throughout the rest of my life.

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? When talking about COVID-19 to my children, I will 
recall the mass hysteria that something as simple as a dis-
ease has caused. People panic-bought toilet paper at the 
first sign of a respiratory disease, which doesn’t make sense, 
but that’s what people do — they panic and spread false in-
formation they know nothing about.

Open mic, anything on your mind as it relates CO-
VID-19? COVID-19 is a real threat to our country and our 
world. We will never again have life as we know it. However, 
we can’t live in our houses forever. I just hope people re-
member the tragedies of this event in order to make smart 
choices for the future.

Ashley Margetts
Brownsburg High School

Class rank: 2nd
Where will you attend College: 

Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT)

Major: Data science
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of your senior year: 
When I first found out school would be 
canceled for the rest of the year, I was a little 
upset but not surprised. I knew it was best for everyone, but 
was a little upset about missing out on all the fun senior ac-
tivities that come at the end of the year. 

 What did you miss most about not going to school? 

Why? I missed being able to see my friends and teachers 
every day. I was surrounded by such a great group of peers 
and I would have loved to have a few last months with 
them. I was also sad to miss the Tomatina for Spanish class, 
the boat races for physics, and the Tour De Brownsburg. I 
had spent three years watching seniors have fun with these 
activities before me and was really looking forward to them.  

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? While I usually 
have a very busy schedule, COVID has allowed me to take a 
step back and find out what I really enjoy doing. I have had 
a lot more time to go kayaking and exploring in Eagle Creek, 
along with spending more time learning the guitar and get-
ting closer with my family. 

 What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? I will tell my kids just how much this experience has 
allowed me to appreciate all the little things in my life. While 
in school, all I wanted was a break. Now, I can really appreci-
ate routine and being given opportunities to do the things 
I love. 

 Open mic, anything on your mind as it relates CO-
VID-19? While I have been lucky enough to relax and spend 
time with the people I love, we also need to recognize ev-
eryone who is struggling during this pandemic. It is so im-
portant to support each other during times of need and to 
spread love and positivity to those around us.

Kyle Cook
Danville High School

Class Rank: 1st
Where will you attend college? In-

diana University
Major: Supply chain management
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled 
for the remainder of your senior 
year: When I heard that classes would 
be virtual for the remainder of the year, 
I was heartbroken that my class would be 
missing out on all the exciting events at the end of senior 
year.

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? As someone who likes to talk to people, I missed all 
the social interactions with people at school.

Hendricks County’s top scholars reflect on the end of a senior year they never anticipated  
and how the COVID-19 experience will shape their futures
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Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? My new rou-
tine has taught me that we all take the little things in life 
for granted. In this time, I have learned how much I truly 
enjoyed my morning commute to school, eating lunch with 
my closest friends and sporting events. Once we return back 
to normal, I plan to enjoy them much more. 

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? Later down the road, I would emphasize that this 
pandemic showed us how resilient we are and how we did a 
wonderful job adapting to a struggle we faced.

Claire Baker
Danville High School

Class Rank: 2nd
Where will you attend college? 

Purdue University
Major: Nursing 
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of your senior year: 
When I first learned of all the schools 
closing, I thought it might be for just a 
few weeks at most, not the rest of the school 
year. Times were scary with so little known about this virus. 
It seemed like things changed daily except for the home 
quarantine. 

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? The hardest part was not seeing my friends in person. 
I’m thankful that I could talk to my friends everyday either 
on my cell or through FaceTime, but we all know it’s not the 
same as being there. We all made it a priority to talk to each 
other every day. 

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? I’ve known for 
awhile that I wanted a career in the medical field, but this 
whole experience has solidified my decision to major in 
nursing. 

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? I hope to tell and teach my children to be kind, be 
thoughtful of others, and always be thankful for times with 
family and friends because life can change quickly.

Callie Sharkey
Danville High School

Class rank: 3rd
Where will you attend college? 

Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI).

Major: Honors College/nursing
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of your senior year: I 
didn’t know that the last week I was ac-
tually in my school, it would be the last time 
I would ever go to school there. When all of this COVID-19 
stuff first happened, everyone was sure we would be com-
ing back after spring break, and everyone was excited to get 
a little time away/off of school. Little did I know, March 13th, 
2020, would be my last official day of high school. Once 
they started canceling further weeks, they just kept going 
and going until my senior year was gone. When they can-
celed the remainder of the school year, I felt confused. I was 
sad about not going back, but being at home and doing 
work wasn’t all that bad at first. However, as time went on, I 
dreaded being stuck at home and doing online coursework. 

I wanted to see my friends and walk in the hallways and 
smile at my peers. I wanted to ask teachers questions in per-
son and sit in a desk and learn. I didn’t know I would want 
all of that until I didn’t have it. 

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? Being my senior year, I also missed out on fun events 
such as senior prom, a traditional graduation, our gradua-
tion walk, senior skip day and so much more. I wish I could 
have experienced these once in a lifetime opportunities 
with my classmates. 

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? On a more posi-
tive note, COVID-19 has allowed me to be more creative 
with my time. It has also allowed me to spend more quality 
time with my loved ones. I have learned to be more thankful 
for what I have, whether I like it or not, because you never 
know when it can be taken away from you. 

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? I hope to tell my children about my unique experi-
ence during this unique time one day. I hope to tell them 
about the lessons I have learned and to never take anything 
for granted. 

Noah Smith
Tri-West High School

Class rank: 1st
Where will you attend college? Purdue University
Major: Aeronautical and astronautical engineering 
Take us back to when you first found out school was 

canceled for the remainder of your senior year: When 
school got called off for the year, it took me a bit to realize 
how much I’d miss school. I think what I missed the most 
was seeing everyone and having a regular schedule. 

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? I think what I missed the most was seeing everyone 
and having a regular schedule. 

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? The pandemic 
made me realize how tough humanity is. It was really im-
pressive and comforting to see everyone work together...
We’ve made it through much worse and this won’t be the 
last time we work together to survive.

What will you tell your children about this expe-
rience? I would tell my kids that the whole pandemic 
changed my perspective on the world, but it also gave me 
comfort knowing that we can make it through anything.

Bryson Gilley
Tri-West High School

Class rank: 2nd (tie)
Where will you attend college? 

Purdue University
Major: Electrical engineering and 

finance
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of your senior year: 
I wasn’t too disappointed because I fig-
ured I’d have more time to golf with online 
school. I still thought we would go back to finish the school 
year, but it didn’t turn out that way.

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? I wasn’t able to compete during my senior track and 
field season. I missed being able to put in some quality 
miles with friends and chasing new season goals.

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? The COVID-19 
pandemic has taught me to be prepared for anything in life. 

Sometimes, you don’t have any control over what happens 
and there’s nothing you can do to get it back.

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? My children will probably be able to learn about the 
pandemic from a documentary or something, but if I did tell 
them about my experience, I would stress the unusual om-
nipresence of masks everywhere you walked.

Grace Keeton
Tri-West High School 

Class rank: 2nd (tie)
Where will you attend college? Rose-Hulman Institute 

of Technology
Major: Software engineering/computer science
Take us back to when you first found out school was 

canceled for the remainder of your senior year: I don’t 
know. It was really tough. We found out the Friday before 
the Top 15 banquet … missing prom, the banquet, and 
graduation … it was just really tough. When I first found 
out, I was upset knowing that I would miss out on all that.

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? Spending time with friends at classes and lunch. We’ll 
all go on to college in different states and may not ever be 
together again, so that was terrible … just missing that time 
to bond with everyone.

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? I don’t know 
about a different perspective on life. It has helped me be-
come more self-motivated with regards to things like eL-
earning, for sure.

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? One of the most special things was our graduation 
ceremony. Tri-West did a great job that day under the cir-
cumstances, with the parade...it was faster than the normal 
ceremony, super unique...it just was amazing fun. That’s 
what I’d share with them.

Rachel Shafer
Bethesda Christian School

Class rank: 1st
Where will you attend college? 

Taylor University
Major: Biology 
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of your senior year: 
I was working at my mom’s office, and 
I remember seeing the news on social 
media. I was absolutely crushed. It took ev-
ery bit of strength in me to not break down and cry. I drove 
home a couple hours later and let all the emotion out. It was 
heartbreaking for me. 

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? I miss the people. I miss being able to see all my 
friends and teachers every day, and I took it for granted, 
thinking I still had a few months left. I miss seeing everyone 
in the hallways and being able to talk to people in person. 
I miss the in-person classes and the relationships I’ve made 
at Bethesda. I’ve been there for 13 years, so having my time 
cut short with all the people I’ve grown up with...that was 
devastating. I miss the people. 

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? It has given me 
a new perspective. I am someone who likes to be in control, 
and throughout this pandemic, it has been blatantly obvi-
ous that I have no control over much of my life anymore. 
God is the one who is in control, and honestly that is so 
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much better. I’ve been able to lean more heavily on Him, 
which I should have been doing in the first place. I’ve been 
inspired to never take anything for granted, to appreciate 
the people in my life, and to enjoy the moments and memo-
ries that I’ve had and that are still to come. 

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? I will tell my children that although it was a heart-
breaking end to my senior year, I had grown so much 
through it. My classmates and I found creative ways to be 
together. We made the good out of the hands we were 
dealt. Not everything in life is controllable, and in those mo-
ments where it seems like everything is falling apart, there is 
always a bright side and a positive way of looking at things, 
even if it is a bit hard to find it.

Open mic, anything on your mind as it relates CO-
VID-19? I will remember COVID-19 for the rest of my life. 
Although it’s not such a great memory to have, it’s a special 
one. Not many people got to go through this their senior 
year, and I am one of the few. Hopefully everyone is staying 
safe and we will be able to get through this together.

Brooke Dodson
Bethesda Christian School

Class rank: 2nd
Where will you attend college? Ce-

darville University
Major: Engineering
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of your senior year: 
When I found out that the remainder 
of the school year was canceled, I didn’t 
want to believe that there would be no soft-
ball run at sectionals, no senior trip, no more senior nights 
and that I’d already attended my last day of high school. 

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? While I missed a lot of things about not going to 
school, I missed my Bethesda family the most because some-
times the people around you brighten your day more than 
any tangible thing or good grade ever could. There’s some-
thing special about learning alongside your best friends ev-
eryday, about having teachers that genuinely care about you 
that can’t be fully realized through a computer screen. Rela-
tionships are often the unspoken secret to good education, 
and while we did the best we could, it just wasn’t the same. 

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? The COVID-19 pan-
demic has reminded me of how quickly life can change, and as 
a result has shown me the things that I have taken for granted. 
But ultimately, it has shown me that God is faithful and that his 
plan is perfect, even if it doesn’t make sense right now. 

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? I’ll tell my children that this experience was unlike 
anything any of us could have anticipated. While it certainly 
slammed some doors on typical “senior year activities,” it 
also opened doors to do things that we would have other-
wise been too busy to do. 

Austin Kelly
Bethesda Christian School

Class rank: 3rd
College: Cornell College
Major: Finance
Take us back to when you first found out school was 

canceled for the remainder of your senior year: When I first 
found about the rest of the year being canceled, I was relieved 

that I could sleep in more from day to day. However, as time 
passed, I began to feel more down with the loss of so many 
special events that were planned for the end of the year.

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? I missed the opportunity to see my friends every day 
and have an active social life. When you are in quarantine, the 
only social activity that you can have is with your family, and 
you don’t see many people. The lack of social interaction made 
me realize the blessing of being with my friends every day.

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? COVID-19 
prompted me to get outside more and enjoy every moment 
that I get to have with my friends and family.

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? I will tell my children to cherish their time with their 
friends and family because you never know what will hap-
pen tomorrow.

Open mic, anything on your mind as it relates CO-
VID-19? Don’t take your time in high school for granted be-
cause it goes by unbelievably fast.

Thomas Gideon
Avon High School

Class rank: 1st
Where will you attend college? 

Purdue University
Major: Computer science
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled 
for the remainder of your senior 
year: At first we were told we were 
going to be out of school just through 
the end of spring break at the beginning of 
April, and I thought it would be a nice four-week vacation 
before we were all back in the classroom again. Then all of 
a sudden the whole school year was canceled, and every-
thing changed. I was definitely a little upset at first since I 
wouldn’t get to spend the last part of my senior year with all 
my friends, and we wouldn’t get to experience the best part 
of our last year since prom was canceled and we might not 
get to have graduation. I have just been trying to make the 
most of this strange situation, focusing on finishing my on-
line classes strong, doing well on my AP exams and getting 
ready to start college in the fall.

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? The hardest part has been not being able to see my 
friends at school each day, especially since it is our last year 
of high school. I have great friends at school, and it is dif-
ficult not being able to enjoy our last days in class together. 
It feels so strange to be finishing up high school in just a few 
more days and not being able to celebrate with all of them. 
However, I am glad I can still remain connected with them 
and text and FaceTime them frequently during the week. 
Hopefully, we will be able to hang out safely during the 
summer once Indiana starts to open up more, and then we 
can finally celebrate finishing high school together.

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way 
or given you a different perspective on life? During this 
time of quarantine, I think I have realized the importance 
of focusing on what is really important in life. We take for 
granted the little things in life like being able to see friends 
everyday or visit our relatives. I never thought I would miss 
going to school each day this much, but I have learned to 
try to make the best of anything life throws my way. I have 
been using this time to do a lot that I have always wanted 
to do but never put time into. Now that I have so much 
more free time, I thought it would be the perfect time to do 
these things, like working out more consistently and even 

learning some new skills like learning to speed solve a Ru-
bik’s Cube. My family and I have also been helping out at 
the drive thru food pantry at Lakeview Church on Saturdays. 
That has really been a life changing experience for me, just 
seeing the great need that exists in our community and 
learning how important it is to get out there and give back 
to the community with so many people being in need dur-
ing these difficult times.

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? I will definitely have a lot to tell my kids about this 
whole experience, and the longer this goes on, the more 
there will be to tell. I will definitely tell them how surreal 
it felt to have to stay distant from people, even when just 
walking outside at the park or when going to buy groceries. 
I will tell them about all the ways we were still able to con-
tinue our routines, having church service online each Sun-
day morning, attending youth group and staying connect-
ed with my youth pastor through frequent Instagram live 
streams, and still attending class with zoom meetings every 
day. Even when we didn’t get to see other people, we still 
found a way to do what we wanted to do in another way.

Open mic, anything on your mind as it relates CO-
VID-19? I just want to tell everyone to stay safe and pro-
tected and try to make the most out of this situation. Even 
though we have to be physically distant from each other, 
stay connected with family and friends. With technology, we 
have the ability to contact people anywhere in the world, 
so make sure to stay connected with loved ones, especially 
since it is so easy to feel alone during this time. If you have 
the ability to do so, give back to the community and help 
those who are in need since there are so many people that 
are struggling now.

Jui Desai
Avon High School

Class rank: 2nd
Where will you attend college?: 

The University of Chicago
Major: Molecular biology
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of your senior year: 
It was surreal. I distinctly remember 
it was 11 p.m. on a Sunday night, and I 
was packing my backpack for the next day. 
I had spent my Sunday preparing for Monday’s Pre-Med 
Club’s service project of making blankets for Riley Hospital 
(for Children), and was disappointed to see that announce-
ment. At the same time, I was scared and perplexed about 
the near future, about my upcoming tests and extracurricu-
lar activities and sad that I would not see anyone for a long 
time. It is weird that March 6, 2020 was my last day of “nor-
mal” high school, but in hindsight, it was the right decision.

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? I miss my friends, teachers and extracurricular activi-
ties. I have grown up with my friends throughout the last nine 
years, and not being able to eat lunch or catch up with them 
between classes is sad. I especially miss my teachers. Though 
my teachers have been innovative and engaging through-
out eLearning, I miss in-class learning and conversing with 
my teachers before or after class. It is disappointing to see 
extracurricular activities and meetings that were planned for 
the end of the school year be canceled. However, senior year 
ending early is not the end of the world. Above all, I am hap-
py that we have taken the best measures to protect students 
and their families during this unprecedented time.  
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Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? COVID-19 has 
evolved a completely new lifestyle. Staying at home and 
studying can be boring, but I feel that this development 
has brought people together. There is time to talk to fam-
ily members and friends, unite in the joys and sorrows, 
physically or remotely. It has inspired me to be positive and 
derive joy from little things like card games with parents, 
riding bikes around the neighborhood with my brother, en-
tertaining Zoom sessions, and funny memes in group chats 
with my friends. 

 What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? This is why I make you wash your hands an infinite 
amount of times. 

Open mic, anything on your mind as it relates COV-
ID-19? Right now, the world is at a precipice. It is inevitable 
that every single person in the whole has been impacted by 
COVID-19 to some extent. I think it is important that we take 
this time to reach out to others, especially  those who are 
alone. For me, I have been keeping in touch with my grand-
parents, who are isolated in India, via FaceTime video calls 
every morning.

Prabhvir Lakhan
Avon High School

Class rank: 3rd 
Where will you attend college? In-

diana University 
Major: Neuroscience
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of your senior year: 
We had already been out of school 
for a week or two when our school was 
canceled, so at that point, I expected school 
to be canceled; however, it was still extremely dishearten-
ing when it was officially canceled. It was disappointing on 
a large scale because I was looking forward to things like 
graduation and different banquets. It also hurt a lot on a 
smaller scale, too, because I enjoyed going to school a lot 
every day. 

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? I miss the camaraderie of school a lot. Whether it be 
lunch with friends or class-wide conversations with teach-
ers, they were all incredible. They were all small things that I 
sometimes would take for granted, but now, it’s what I think 
about the most because my best memories of high school 
came from those moments. 

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? I would defi-
nitely say that the pandemic has led to me being a lot more 
appreciative of the smaller things in life. A common say-
ing is “you don’t know what you have until it’s gone,” and I 
don’t think anything rings more true when it comes to be-
ing quarantined and not being able to follow your normal 
routine. 

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? I will definitely tell my children about the initial 
shock, which led to shortages in so many things, because 
being at Meijer with so many empty shelves is something 
that is still so surreal to me. The empty shelves almost 
seemed like something straight out of a movie. Secondly, 
I would tell them about the importance of being happy 
with what you have and not taking those small things for 
granted because you don’t know what tomorrow is going 
to bring. 

Open mic, anything on your mind as it relates CO-
VID-19? I definitely want to thank all of the doctors, nurses 
and other healthcare workers. We’ve all made sacrifices with 
stay-in orders, but no one has made as big of a sacrifice as 
healthcare workers. There is still a shortage in personal pro-
tective equipment in some areas, but it doesn’t matter for 
these healthcare workers. They’re willing to put their lives 
on the line in order to save lives. It’s nothing but an inspira-
tion for me.

Lauren Coffey
Plainfield High School

Class Rank: 1st
Where will you attend college? 

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
Major: Chemical engineering
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of your senior year: 
Shock followed by heartbreak would 
best describe the moment in which I 
was delivered this news. In the initial stages 
of e-learning, the mere possibility of returning to school 
served as a major source of emotional encouragement and 
positivity. After this possibility was deemed impossible, it 
became more difficult to maintain an optimistic outlook as I 
knew my feet would never tread the high school hallways as 
a student ever again. 

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? For those that know me well, my answer may seem 
ironic as I was always more of an introvert in the classroom. 
Although surprising, what I miss most is talking and laugh-
ing with my peers. Sitting in a classroom surrounded by life-
long friends brings with it a certain joy — a joy that virtual 
learning will never be able to replace.

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? Due to the 
physical separation required in order to combat the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, my once busy schedule has greatly re-
duced in magnitude. The free time which I have been given 
and the activities which I have chosen to partake in during 
that time have shown me what matters most in my eyes: ex-
periencing life with family and friends.

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? I will tell my children that while the end of my se-
nior year was untraditional in nearly every measure, the 
memories which I created were just as powerful, if not more 
powerful, than the memories which a traditional senior year 
would have brought forth.

Open mic, anything on your mind as it relates CO-
VID-19? In the eyes of most, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought much disappointment as desired expectations 
have been replaced with unexpected happenings. Although 
frustrating, this clash between the expected and unexpect-
ed is not unusual in one’s journey through life. Rather than 
viewing recent societal changes as mere disappointment, 
we must view such changes as fulfillment in a different way 
because ultimately, that is exactly what the unexpected is: 
fulfillment in a different way.

Grace Mathews
Plainfield High School

Class rank: 2nd
Where will you attend college? Purdue University
Major: Biomedical engineering
Take us back to when you first found out school was 

canceled for the remainder of your senior year: I was 
down the street from my house after school Thursday as I 

was tutoring my third grade neighbor. We heard the news 
while together and, ironically, we were excited to have what 
we thought would basically be an extended spring break. 
I figured we would be back at the beginning of April; little 
did I know what was to come. I was still looking forward to 
my senior spring break trip, prom and Riley Dance Mara-
thon. Because of this, I wasn’t too upset on the actual day 
I found out this news. Rather, I was saddened later on as 
more things began to get canceled.

What did you miss most about not going to school? 
Why? I missed having the satisfying end to the year and be-
ing able to gradually prepare for that last day of school. I wish 
I could have known that that Thursday was my last day walk-
ing the halls of PHS as a student. During e-learning, it was 
hard knowing that all of my classmates and teachers wanted 
to reunite just as much as I did but couldn’t. In the end, what I 
missed the most was the fact that the camaraderie I had with 
all of my classmates was cut short without warning.

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? I remember 
before the pandemic, I was feeling stressed. I had college 
interviews, scholarships and jobs to apply for and AP exams 
to study for. I felt like I needed a break, and when I heard 
there was a stay at home order, I almost felt like God had an-
swered my prayers. Of course, I didn’t expect that break to 
be so long, but nonetheless the pandemic gave me time to 
stop, think and reflect. It gave me some much-needed time 
to remember what’s important in life, as I got into a Bible 
devotional each night and cherished time with my family 
before going to college.

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? I will tell my children that they should follow what 
I learned from the experience: never take anything for 
granted, even something so simple as a going to a school or 
shaking a hand.

Open mic, anything on your mind as it relates COV-
ID-19? Although it was very unfortunate, it was also incred-
ible to see the entire world experience something at the 
same time. There was a unique feeling of unification when 
the virus first spread globally.

Ella Timm
Cascade High School 

Class rank:1st
Where will you attend college: In-

diana University
Major: Neuroscience 
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of the year: The day 
school was canceled, I had already 
been gone a month as I had just given 
birth. Yep, you read that right, birth. On Feb. 
4, I brought my beautiful baby boy Winston into the world, 
and haven’t been to school since. When I heard school was 
closed for the year I wasn’t surprised, but I was saddened as 
I had stopped going way before anyone else, and as a lover 
of learning wanted to go back desperately. Online learning 
in no way shape or form is the same as in the classroom, so 
I knew the rest of my academic experience would not be to 
my liking, LOL. 

What did you miss about not going to school? Hon-
estly, I missed feeling like a kid. My life was suddenly con-
sumed by bottles, diapers, burping sessions and sleepless 
nights, and all I wanted was to feel like my normal self again 
for even a moment. Postpartum depression was really hard 
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for me, and I kept holding onto the thought of returning to 
school in March and feeling like my old self, even if it was 
just for a few hours a day, so when that was taken away 
from me I was devastated. Pregnancy can be a really beau-
tiful experience, but it can also isolate you and leave you 
feeling so alone, and being quarantined in my house only 
amplified that feeling. 

Has the pandemic inspired you in any way or given 
you a new perspective? I consider myself a thankful per-
son, but this virus has only increased my levels of gratitude. 
I always say there’s a silver lining to every situation, but find-
ing the good was challenging in this situation. I’m thank-
ful that this pandemic happened as it enabled me to keep 
my son out of daycare and really bond with him, giving me 
memories I wouldn’t change for the world. However, one 
can only be so thankful for something that has ripped apart 
the lives of so many. If you have lost anyone due to this, just 
know I am so truly sorry for your loss, and you are all in my 
prayers. 

What will you tell your children about this? Winston, 
there are so many things I am going to tell you about this 
time, I don’t even know where to start. I never thought my 
senior year would end with a pandemic and a baby, but 
you my son are truly the biggest blessing I will ever receive, 
my greatest achievement. And while you still have yet to 
meet your grandparents or experience dining in a restau-
rant, I’d say we had a lot of fun during very hard times. We 
went on walks. Every. Single. Day. You love being outside. 
The way you smile when the leaves blow in the breeze or a 
bird chirps nearby fills my heart with such resounding joy, 
any feelings of sadness fade away. You pulled me out of my 
depression and showed me that even when life gets turned 
upside down it is always worth living. I can’t wait to live 
the rest of my life with you by my side, my bestest buddy. 

Mommy loves you today, tomorrow and forever.   
Open mic, anything on your mind as it relates CO-

VID-19? I feel sorry for the people in this world that have 
contracted this virus as the result of the sheer stupidity of 
others. I don’t care what you believe about the virus, it is 
not hard to wear a mask, and I don’t know, maybe sani-
tize your hands every once in a while (which you should’ve 
been doing before the virus anyways). From the perspec-
tive of a teenager, I know many of us, myself NOT included, 
don’t understand the severity of the virus. Don’t wait until 
it is your loved one gasping for air on a ventilator to get it. 
Realize now that, hey maybe going to that party isn’t a good 
idea, or instead of going to Al’s Donuts at 3 a.m. and getting 
on the roof of Dairy Queen, try sleeping. It is good for you. 
And finally, a shout out to all you healthcare workers. Thank 
you for your unwavering dedication to caring for those you 
don’t even know. You have all made history in a very impor-
tant way. 

Aubree Whicker
Cascade High School 

Class rank: 2nd
Where will you attend college? Ce-

darville University
Major: Chemistry/pre-med
Take us back to when you first 

found out school was canceled for 
the remainder of your senior year: 
When I first found out that school was 
canceled for the rest of the year, the 
magnitude of what I would miss out on did 
not hit me. I didn’t think about all the little things, like the 
senior walk and the Top 10 Banquet, that I would miss. I was 
really disappointed that I would miss graduation and prom, 
but when I realized everything else I would miss, it hit me 

hard, and I was really sad. 
What did you miss most about not going to school? 

Why? I miss not seeing my friends, not getting to see my 
teachers, not getting to do all of the little senior things that 
you look forward to your whole school career. 

Has the COVID-19 pandemic inspired you in any way, 
given you a different perspective on life? The COVID-19 
pandemic has inspired me to appreciate what I have and 
not take it for granted. I have gotten a new perspective on 
life because I have learned to be grateful for everything that 
I get to do and all the experiences that I have been able to 
have. I have also become more grateful for my family and 
the time I have with them. 

What will you tell your children about this experi-
ence? I will tell my children about my experience and that 
they should never take what they get to do lightly because 
everything is a gift that needs to be cherished. I will also tell 
them to take every opportuni-
ty given to them. 
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We are open and here to safely care for you — now and 
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Ruth McCluskey, MD
Hendricks Pediatrics
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Bassett Bonus 
 0% interest for 36 months on a  
new heating or cooling system!

Offer ends July 31, 2020
We can’t wait to hear from you,  

we’re all ears!

(317) 839-5877
Visit our web site at 
Bassettservices.com  

to see what over 10,000 
customers like you say 

about our service!

SERVICES, inc

HEATING & COOLING

FREE DIAGNOSTIC  
with paid repair 

$98 value
Lifetime warranty on select 

replacement parts.  
Offer good only during  
normal business hours.

We’re open for business!
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Get REAL ministry for girls survives shutdown; continues 
mission with new leadership, location and camp

Hickory Hall Polo Club brings unique sport to area, hosts 
upcoming charity match for Hendricks Regional Health

By Lindsay Doty

When Danville resident Maggie Hine men-
tions her sport of choice, questions often 
follow.

“Many people think that I mean water 
polo. So, I normally clarify by saying, ‘Yes, the 
horse kind,’” said Hine.

The 20-year old Hoosier took up the 
unique equine sport during her freshman 
year at Westmont College in Santa Barbara, 
California, and was smitten.

“My favorite part of polo is being part of a 
team. Many equine activities tend to be more 
individualized in nature, but polo includes all 
the fun of horseback riding along with team-
mates,” said Hine, a Plainfield High School 

Gallery makes call to artists for  
Danville’s third Plein Air Paint Out

By Lindsay Doty

Get REAL InC., or Get Respected Educated Able and Loyal in 
Christ, a nonprofit ministry based in Avon, barely survived the 
COVID-19 closure. The Christian mentoring program that’s been 
helping young girls in Hendricks County for 13 years announced 
in May it would close and initially canceled the ministry’s annual 
drama mentoring camp.

“Like many nonprofits, Get REAL experienced tremendous pres-
sure during COVID, but instead of searching for aid from funding 
organizations, the board decided to make different changes,” said 
April Bordeau, new board member and director of Care to Change 
counseling in Avon.

Care to Change stepped in with support and offered to be the 
title sponsor for the Save the Drama for the Stage Creative Arts 
Camp rescheduled for July 6-10.

“We’ve studied the impact of adverse childhood experiences, 
and how developing assets during youth can ensure brighter, 
stronger futures for the girls, for their families, and this commu-
nity. Get REAL is all about building assets,” said Bordeau. “It’s about 
building a stronger future. It’s done through a foundation of faith. 
That’s why I wanted to ensure this organization continued.”

Get REAL has undergone other changes recently. In June the 
group moved out of its former building off U.S. 36 and is searching 
for a new permanent location where girls can be mentored and 
supported. Until then, the ministry will work through local part-
nerships to meet mentoring needs.

“We’ll be calling on our community to join us financially,” said 
board member Carrie Schroeder. “We have a lot of exciting initia-
tives we’re working on and we look forward to expanding the 
great work that was started 13 years ago.”

The ministry also has new leadership. Avon resident and men-
tor Jess Holiday has been named program coordinator. Known 
in Hendricks County by hundreds of students, Jess is passionate 
about mentoring girls and has the gift of leading others and man-
aging youth camps and experiences.

While there are lots of changes for the group, the mission is the 
same — help young women.

Get REAL’s mantra: It is easier to build strong girls than to repair 
broken women.

For the last 13 years, more than 1,000 girls have attended men-
toring groups, 600 women and 200 teens have been trained to 
mentor and disciple girls and more than 33,200 hours have been 
poured into helping girls.

To get involved as a mentor or youth, follow Get REAL on Face-
book or Instagram or email info@getreal.org.   

Students attended and mentored others at Get REAL’s Save the Drama for the 
Stage camp in February. The summer camp was rescheduled and running this 
month. (Photo provided by Get REAL)

graduate. 
But back home in Hendricks County for the summer, Hine 

knew polo wasn’t exactly a common sport for Hoosiers. That’s 
when she discovered and joined Hickory Hall Polo Club in 
nearby Whitestown.

“I feel incredibly grateful to have a polo club close to home. 
Until I found Hickory Hall, I wasn’t able to play over the summer.,” 
she said. “Now, I have the opportunity to play polo at a beautiful 
facility with awesome people right at home in Indiana.”

Owner Greg Chandler founded the club nearly 30 years 
ago, following in his father’s polo footsteps.

The organization gives Hoosier players and spectators a 
chance to experience the unique equine sport. The club hosts 
weekend matches, including Polo at Sunset on Fridays that 
support local charities.

While polo can conjure up images of navy sport coats and 
a stuffy crowd, Hickory Hall offers a casual family-friendly 
vibe.

“People do assume that polo is very fancy and expensive, 
but that isn’t always the case,” said Hines. “Hickory Hall makes 
it very accessible to come to watch polo, and people are al-
ways surprised to hear that there is a polo club near them.”

On July 31, the Polo at Sunset will host the second fundrais-
er for the Hendricks Regional Health Foundation. The hospital 
foundation charity was selected after a successful inaugural 
event in 2019.

“The event serves as a critical fundraiser to benefit our Pa-
tient Assistance Fund. This program offers financial relief to 
Hendricks Regional Health patients and helps them pay for 
basic necessities such as food, transportation and medicine,” 
said Adam Scott, director of HRH Foundation and community 
relations.

“After being in quarantine, a lot of people are eager to so-
cialize and relax with loved ones. This event offers a fun envi-
ronment that is also ideal for social distancing,” he said.

Spectators are encouraged to bring their own picnic or 
tailgate and adhere to state social distancing guidelines with 
no more than six people to a standard size tailgate box. Face 
masks are welcome. No one can visit the barn or player stag-
ing area.

IF YOU GO
What: Second Polo at Sunset benefiting the 
Hendricks Regional Health Foundation
Where: Hickory Hall Polo Club, 7551 E 100 N,  Whitestown.
When: July 31 — gates open at 5 p.m. and the match 
starts at 6 p.m.
Events: Sideline tailgating, airplane fly over with candy 
drop, silent auction, wine pull and stick horse races.
Cost: $20 per carload can be purchased in advance or 
at the gate.
Website: givergy.us/Polo

ARTISTS PAINT THE TOWN,  
A PLEIN AIR PAINT OUT

Where: Gallery on the Square,  
51 S. Washington St., Danville 
When: Aug. 15.
Check-in: 7-10 a.m
Competition: 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. Up to three canvas 
can be stamped. One can be turned in for 
judging. 
Awards: 6 p.m.
Register: To paint or learn more, visit 
indianaartgallery.com or call (317) 753-3038. 

GOTS ART FAIR
Where: Ellis Park near the Train Station 
When: Noon-6:30 p.m. 
The fee is $25 for Plein Air artists and $50 for all 
other artists.

Danville resident and Plainfield High School 
graduate joined the Hickory Hall Polo Club in 
Whitestown this year after taking up the sport in 
California. (Photos provided by Maggie Hine) 

Brownsburg businesses  
tie together in  

challenging times
By Lindsay Doty

Throughout Brownsburg, purple ribbons are popping up on the 
outside of entrance doors and storefronts like Mizell’s Barber Shop 
along Green Street and Rush Off Main.

The plum colored bows are part of a feel-good campaign orga-
nized by the Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce to tie together 
local businesses as they reopen in the aftermath of COVID-19 clo-
sures.

The campaign is sponsored by the chamber, IU Health, D&E 
Printing, Brownsburg Flower Shop and 14 other chamber mem-
bers. 

It includes four phases: purple ribbons on the doors, limited 
edition #tyingbrownsburgtogether T-shirts ($10), I WAS HERE busi-
ness cards to show chamber support and a community ribbon-
cutting scheduled for the end of July on the town hall green.

“At a time where safe ribbon cuttings were being questioned, 
this campaign lets us ‘tie together’ and let everyone know our 
town businesses are opened and supported by each other and 
the community,” said Rhonda Wiles, executive director of the 
Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce.

The chamber wants to distribute 200 ribbons in the community. 
To be part of the campaign, contact the Brownsburg Chamber 

of Commerce at (317) 852-
7885 or go to brownsburg.
com.

Business owners are en-
couraged to snap a photo of 
their store ribbon and share 
it with the hashtag #tying-
Brownsburgtogether.

This purple ribbon hangs tied into light in front of Nelson Jewelers in 
Brownsburg. (Photo by Lindsay Doty)

Father and daughter artists paint the water slides at the Gill 
Family Aquatic Center in Danville’s Ellis Park during the second 
Plein Air Paint Out in 2019. (Photo provided by Flory Phillips)

33
The number of Danville Community Middle School students who re-

ceived the National Junior Honor Society Outstanding Achievement Award. 
Garret Hayse, Natalie Ivie and Maggie Hudson earned the award that recog-
nizes students who show academic excellence, participate within the com-
munity by serving others and demonstrate leadership skills. To apply they 
needed teacher recommendations, parent permission and wrote an essay 
about what citizenship means to them. Nationwide 500 students earn the 
award and receive a $500 college savings account scholarship. 
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By Lindsay Doty

For many artists, there is something uniquely 
satisfying about putting the brush to canvas in the 
open air. It is the concept behind Danville’s third Art-
ists Paint the Town, A Plein Air Paint Out competition 
planned for Aug. 15. 

The competition, hosted by Danville’s Gallery on 
the Square, invites artists from all skill sets to bring 
their own supplies and choose their subject matter 
throughout Danville. 

Past painting subjects have ranged from the water 
slides at the Gill Family Aquatic Center to the details 
of the Downtown Square.

“It is always exciting to see people painting in the 
Square, right in front of the Mayberry, the Royal or 
out by the haunted bridge and the creeks,” said Flory 
Phillips, marketing leader for the competition.

The socially-distant event is fitting in a time of 
coronavirus precautions. 

“I feel like it is one thing that we can continue,” she 
said. 

Organizers are calling all artists, both professional 
and non-professional (students and kids welcome) to 
participate.

For the first time, the art will be judged in catego-
ries to give hobbyists and newbies a chance at prizes 
against the pros. 

“I am excited that we added all those divisions. 
There are artists all over the place who will now have 
a chance to win,” said Phillips. 

The painting will take place from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
followed by judging at the train station at Ellis Park, 
followed an awards ceremony with cash prizes and 
ribbons at 6 p.m. 

The prizes were donated by local sponsors and 
range from $25 for the youth division to $500 for Best 
in Show. Divisions are professional, non-professional, 
teen (13-17) and youth (12 and under). 

The winning paintings will be on display and put 
up for sale at the Gallery on the Square until Sept. 15.

For the first time, artists will also have the option to 
sell their work on the same day at the new Gallery Off 

the Square (GOTS) Art Fair at Ellis Park near the train 
station from 12-6:30 p.m. Aug. 15.
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SEWER & SEWER & 
DRAIN DRAIN 

PROBLEMS?PROBLEMS?
44    Clogged Shower DrainsClogged Shower Drains
44    Slow Tub DrainsSlow Tub Drains
44    Plugged ToiletsPlugged Toilets
44    Sluggish Kitchen Sink DrainsSluggish Kitchen Sink Drains
44    Backed-Up Main SewerBacked-Up Main Sewer

COUPON SHOULD BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR 
DISCOUNTS. NOT VALID FOR COMMERCIAL OR RENTAL PROPERTIES. HOMEOWNER MUST OWN AND RESIDE IN 
THE HOME. VALID M-F, DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUS PURCHASE. MUST HAVE 

REASONABLE ACCESS TO A MAIN LINE CLEAN OUT. CAPABLE ON DRAINS UP TO 100 FT. RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. 
SEE COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE FOR ALL DETAILS. MUST BE IN SERVICE AREA.

LIMITED LIMITED 
TIME OFFER!TIME OFFER!

OFFER ENDS  06/30/2020OFFER ENDS  06/30/2020

50% OFF  (Reg. $166)

$$8383 DRAINDRAIN
CLEARINGCLEARING
CAMERA INSPECTION INCLUDEDCAMERA INSPECTION INCLUDED

SOLVED!SOLVED!

TylerTyler PetePete ChadChad

CALL OR 
VISIT US ONLINE

317-284-9145  |  petermanhvac.com

Construction set to begin  
on  White Lick Creek Greenway  

in Brownsburg

COVER STORY

White Lick Creek Greenway will run on Northfield Drive near McAlister’s Deli 
to Arbuckle Acres in Brownsburg. (Map provided by Brownsburg Parks)

By Lindsay Doty

Construction will 
begin this month 
on White Lick Creek 
Greenway in Browns-
burg. When complete, 
the trail will run from 
McAlister’s Deli on 
West Northfield Drive 
and extend south 
along White Lick Creek 
to the playground on 
the upper level of Ar-
buckle Acres.

It will be 12 feet 
across with an elevated 
boardwalk because of 
the flood stage.

“This trail is only 
one segment of a 
larger plan to con-
nect the communities 
of Brownsburg, Avon 
and Plainfield by way 
of a continuous trail 
system,”  said Jonathan 
Blake, assistant direc-
tor of Brownsburg Park 
Operations and Devel-
opment. “We wanted 
to create a unique 
recreation experience 
for residents and park 
visitors, encouraging 
them to stay fit while 
enjoying the scenic 
views along White Lick 
Creek.”

On May 28, the 
Brownsburg Town 
Council awarded a construction contract to 
Calumet Civil Contractors for Phase 1 of the 
trail project for $1.791 million. The bid was 
more than $800,000 less than the engineer’s 
original estimate.

The total project is estimated at $2.2 mil-
lion, which includes the construction of the 
trail, environmental mitigation work, inspec-
tion services and a contingency.

“The funding for construction is coming 
from a park district bond that was issued 
by the park board and town council in late 
2019; the bond will not only fund the con-
struction of this project but will also fund 
the construction of Stephens Park later this 
year and portions of a third project at Virgil 
Park,” said Blake.

The planning for the project started in 
2015. Construction of the greenway is ex-
pected to be completed before Halloween 
and open to pedestrians in late November. 

To get environmental permit approval for 
the project, Brownsburg Parks committed to 
planting 475 trees and 238 shrubs along the 
floodway. After several years of planning, 
project leaders are looking forward to see-
ing the trail come together.  

“We are very excited to see this project 
come to life, and to provide residents locat-
ed north of I-74 with safe, convenient access 
to Arbuckle Acres Park,” said Blake. 

Other projects underway in Brownsburg 
include intersection reconstruction at Ron-
ald Reagan Parkway and CR 400 N. When 
complete, the intersection will have a traffic 
light and turn lanes. The work is expected to 
be done at the end of August. 

The B&O Trail tunnel project is also under-
way at CR 300 N between Northfield Drive 
and CR 900 E, which is closed for construc-
tion of the tunnel through July.
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Specialty care now when you need it most.

Cardiology, Cancer, Orthopedics, Back & Neck and more

©2020 IUHealth

Find a specialist and learn more about the thoughtful steps 
we’re taking to keep you safe in our facilities at iuhealth.org, 
or schedule a virtual visit at iuhealth.org/virtualvisit.
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HISTORY finds
Knitting machine

Hendricks County Historical Museum is now open 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays or by ap-
pointment for groups at hendrickscountymuseum.org. Docent/guides will wear masks, and masks 
will be provided for guests.

By Deanna Hindsley,  
Hendricks County Museum board member

The Gearhart Knitting Machine, in-
vented in 1888 by Joseph Gearhart, was 
used to knit socks.  Until 1925 the Gear-
hart Knitting Machine Company pro-
duced 200,000 knitting machines and 
employed more than 40,000 people who 
worked from home knitting socks that 
were sold around the world. 

The one pictured here is at the Hen-
dricks County Historical Museum and 
can’t be used to make socks now be-
cause it’s missing its needles. However, 
you can see one in action by going to 
“Gearhart Knitting Machine” on YouTube. 
Should that motivate you to begin mak-
ing your own socks, the circular knitting 
machines are being produced again by 
the Erlbacher Gearhart Gear and Ma-
chine Works. 

At local public events, you might see 

this an-
tique knit-
ting ma-
chine at a 
museum 
booth as 
a “guess 
what this 
is” item. 
So, if you 
visit the museum’s booth at, say a fall fes-
tival, you might be the only one able to 
identify this.

405 West Main Street • Plainfield
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Friday - Saturday
7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

DINING ROOM 
NOW OPEN  

Curbside Carryout 
still available.

Best
Tenderloin
in town!

oasisdiner.com



VIRTUAL 4-H EXHIBIT SHOWCASE

JULY 19TH - 25TH
LIVE STREAMING AVAILABLE 



By Stephanie Dolan
Kati Sweet, 31, never thought she’d see the day when the 

Hendricks County 4-H Fair wasn’t held as it typically is each 
summer. The extension educator for 4-H Youth Development, 
Sweet grew up doing 4-H and knew she wanted to be a 4-H edu-
cator by the time she was in eighth grade and went on a 4-H trip 
to Purdue University.

Sweet graduated from Ball State with a degree in public rela-
tions and advertising, and then went on to North Carolina State 
University for her master’s degree in extension education. 

Now, the married mother of one just wants to do right by all 
the kids passionately participating in 4-H in Hendricks Coun-
ty. Instead of a full fair, there will be a 4-H Showcase, allowing 
4-Hers to participate in their respective categories.

“I love my job because of the kids in this program,” she said. 
“I am reminded every time I work with youth just how awesome 
kids can be. They are creative, resilient and passionate about 
their community. Even when COVID-19 started to take its toll 
on the county, our youth were still passionate about being in-
volved and looked for ways to give back and to help Hendricks 
County.”

Sweet said that her 4-H’ers made face masks to give to various 
organizations and hospitals. Others utilized their 3D printing 
skills, making fasteners for the masks and for those sensitive to 
the ear loops commonly found on many masks.

“They’ve been trying to do things to help the community with 
a need that they saw,” she said. “Our junior leaders applied and 
received a grant to help with COVID-related issues, and will be 
donating $1,000 worth of hygiene items to the Food Pantry Co-
alition through the Indiana 4-H Foundation. I get excited about 
my job because it’s just awesome to watch the kids grow and 

develop a sense of who they are and how they belong within the 
program and the community as well.”

May 15 was the day when Sweet received guidance from Pur-
due as to what July events would look like.

“After that announcement was made, our youth council and 
fair board met to discuss how best to address those guidelines 
in our county,” she said. “I don’t think anybody could have ever 
imagined what we’re going through right now. I think the latest 
development of the Back on Track Plan was a surprise, but that 
hasn’t stopped my staff and volunteers from figuring out how we 
can still celebrate our 4-H’ers this summer.”

Sweet said that, every year, she has in mind what needs to 
be done. 

“Our office staff and 4-H fair board, youth council and vol-
unteers have an idea of what needs to get done, but every year 
is a little bit different,” she said. “The fair is a year-long process. 
As soon as the fair is done, we’re already starting to prepare 
for the following year. A lot of what we do in a normal year is 
spread out over the year with staff and volunteers working to 
make the event happen. We are also extremely lucky to have a 
hardworking fairgrounds staff that works year-round to make 

our fair successful.”
Sweet doesn’t feel that this 
part has changed much this 

year.
“If anything, I think 

it’s hopefully strength-
ened the connection 
and communication 
our different groups 
have to work together 
to make an event hap-
pen,” she said. Even 
though we’re not hav-
ing a typical fair, our 

4-H Showcase is go-
ing to be very focused 

on our members and the 
hard work they’ve been 
putting into their projects 

throughout the year.” 

DESPITE COVID-19, 4-H’ERS WILL CARRY ON 
Even when COVID-19  
started to take its toll  
on  the county, our  
youth  were still  
passionate about being 
involved and looked for 
ways to give back and  
to help Hendricks County.

Schedule a Same-Day 
Appointment, 
In-Person or Virtual. 
We are open and here to safely care for you — now and 
always. Learn more about our world-class services at 
ThisIsHendricks.org.

Zac Ritchie, MD
Hendricks Orthopedics & 

Sports Medicine

- Kati Sweet
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Daniel
Averitt

4-H RABBIT CLUB 

Hannah 
Bradley

GREEN ACTION CLOVERS

Claire 
Baker

HAPPY FARMERS

Samuel 
Burgess

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Oliver 
Charity 

HAPPY FARMERS 

Elizabeth 
Burger

4-H BEEF CLUB

Mallory 
Arnot

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Joshua 
Arnold

PITTSBORO TRAILBLAZERS

Mariah 
Cooper

4-H EXPLORERS

Maya 
Abramson

WASHINGTON WINNERS

Madison 
Brunes 

GIFTED 4-H’ERS 

Jennifer 
Couch 

AVON EXTREMES

A Celebration 

to Commitment
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Hayden 
Klaum 

4-H SHEEP CLUB 

Jacob 
Klemm

4-H RABBIT CLUB

Oliver 
Joseph

HAPPY FARMERS 

Rachel 
Dunlevy

4-H EXPLORERS 

MaKenzie 

Henshilwood

BRIDLE BUNCH 

Tyce 
Freije 

SWINE CLUB 

Karmen 
Franklin

SHOOTING SPORTS

Zane 
Freese

HAPPY FARMERS

Nolan 
Houvener 

PITTSBORO TRAILBLAZERS

Samantha 
Hayden 

LUCKY CLOVERS 

Logan 
Hart

HOOSIER 4-H’ERS

Katie 
Graham 

BRIDLE BUNCH 

Savannah 
Hassler

GREEN ACTION CLOVERS

Paige 
Gregory

SWINE CLUB

Isabelle 
Helton

DISCOVERY 4-H CLUB 
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Blake 
Saylor 

SWINE CLUB

Kaden 
Price 

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Kelsey 
Roland 

HAPPY FARMERS 

Abby 
Pickens 

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Caleb 
Malicoat 

PITTSBORO TRAILBLAZERS

Grace 
Luzader 

SODBUSTERS 

Emma 
Lewis

BRIDLE BUNCH 

Jason 
Mantooth

SWINE CLUB 

Mackenzie 
Moser

BRIDLE BUNCH 

Sydney 
Lewis 

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Hailey 
May 

SWINE CLUB

Lucy 
McRoberts 

DISCOVERY 4-H CLUB 

Dylan 
Kottkamp 

WORKING WONDERS

Jack 
Koester 

 BRIDLE BUNCH 

Makayla 
Knight 

GIFTED 4-H’ERS 
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Noah 
Wilson 

DISCOVERY 4-H CLUB

Sadie 
Smith

BRIDLE BUNCH

Dominic 
Williams

AVON EXTREMES

Abigail 
Thom 

BRIDLE BUNCH 

Aubree 
Whicker 

HAPPY FARMERS

Cory 
Witham 

4-LEAF CLOVERS

Emily 
Wilson 

WASHINGTON WINNERS

Aubrey 
Stewart 

CLOVER 4-H CLUB 

Weiss 
Zachariah 

HAPPY FARMERS 

Macy 
Walters 

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Zachary 
Wright 

DISCOVERY 4-H CLUB 

Josiah 
Thompson

COUNTRY CLOVERS

Kyla 
Smith

LUCKY CLOVERS 

Nathaniel 

Wachnicki 

LIBERTY EAGLES

Luke 
Schirmer

DISCOVERY 4-H CLUB
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Kate 
Alsdorf

Lebanon
Bethesda Christian School

Karin 
Johnson

Danville
Danville High School

Shelby 
Swanson

Danville
Homeschool 

Mallory 
Broyles
Coatesville

Cascade High School

Lily 
Kuhlmeyer

Danville
Danville High School

Abigail 
Thorn

Brownsburg
Brownsburg High School

Amanda 
Fulcher

Clayton
Indiana Connections Academy

Ashleigh 
Neier

Avon
Bethel University

Becca 
VanSlyke

Lizton
Tri-West High School

Ellen 
Henry
Danville

Homeschool 

Emily 
Price

Plainfield
Indiana University

Aubree 
Whicker

Coatesville
Cascade High School

Karmen 
Franklin
Brownsburg 

Brownsburg High School

Madelyn 
Milharcic

Avon
Homeschool

Ellie 
Trout

Brownsburg
Covenant Christian High School

Mary 
Garner

Danville
Murray State University

Ann 
Price

Plainfield
Plainfield High School

Paige 
Waters

Danville
Danville High School

Caroline 
Jackson

Avon
Avon High School

Kyla 
Smith

Mooresville
Plainfield High School

Molly 
Williams

Lizton
Tri-West High School

Although the Hendricks County 4-H Fair 
as we know it will not happen this year, a 
fair queen will still be crowned. Here are the 
21 queen candidates, one of which will be 
crowned on Saturday, July 11 at 7 p.m.

The event is not open to the public but 
will be live-streamed through Facebook. Visit 
4hcomplex.org to guidance.

North Salem’s Rilee Jo Mood was crowned 
the 2019 Hendricks County 4-H Fair Queen last 
year. Who will take the crown this year?

QUEEN TO BE 
CROWNED 

JULY 11

(Photo by Rick Myers)
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Virtual 4-H Exhibit Showcase takes place of 2020 4-H Fair

The Hendricks County 4-H & Agricultural Fair Association announced it will not conduct 
the traditional Hendricks County 4-H Fair, originally scheduled for July 19–25. Rather 

we are pleased to announce that we will be holding a 4-H Exhibit Showcase. Hendricks 
County 4-H members will have the option to participate in a live, in-person event, 

though attendance at the event will primarily consist of 4-H families and volunteers.

Support our 4-Hr’s Organizers will host the virtual tribute - presented by Hendricks 
Regional Health in partnership with Endeavor Communications - 

 and will livestream 4-H events on the Hendricks County 4-H Fair website, 
www.4hcomplex.org, during the week of the originally scheduled event, July 19-25,  

to shine a spotlight on all those that truly make this event “A Family Affair.” 

From exhibitors to sponsors, and everyone in between, our hope is to unite our 
community and spread some joy through the virtual fair. Everyone is invited to stay 
updated through social media and the website for further updates on the virtual fair.

Thank you for your support. Our concern for public health, the financial feasibility  
of hosting a 4-H Fair that would adhere to social-distancing protocols, and its  
impact on the long-term viability of the Hendricks County 4-H Fair, was at the  

forefront of this very tough decision.



Where Hendricks County Business Comes First
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866.348.4674 | StateBankofLizton.com

By working around the clock, we helped 440 businesses in our community keep 
5,300 employees on the payroll with $46 million in SBA Paycheck Protection Program 
loans. Locally, no one did it better. Working hard. Getting it done. It’s what we do. 

Paycheck Protection Program funding: simply put, we delivered!

COLLIDING WITH 
COMMUNITY

Celebrating its 30th anniversary, Shafer’s Collision Repair Center is intent 
on serving the community for years to come as a family-owned business
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change with 
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Toothpaste out 
of the Tube
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“This hospital saved 
my husband’s life.”
When Michelle’s husband, Van, had a life-threatening brain infection, the fear 
and uncertainty about his health was overwhelming. But that changed when 
they turned to Hendricks Regional Health.

 
“The kindness, the expertise, the support — these people came together for 

my family in an extraordinary way. I can’t put into words the gratitude I feel for 
Hendricks. We are so thankful we landed here.” 

 
Expert, extraordinarily safe care when you need  it most. Learn more about  our 
world-class services at ThisIsHendricks.org.
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“The kindness, the expertise, the support — these people came together for 

my family in an extraordinary way. I can’t put into words the gratitude I feel for 
Hendricks. We are so thankful we landed here.” 

 
Expert, extraordinarily safe care when you need  it most. Learn more about  our 
world-class services at ThisIsHendricks.org.
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Humor: Too much time on my hands
By Gus Pearcy

Marketers are having a heyday during the 
COVID pandemic of 2020. For four months, 
they have had a captive audience looking for 
anything to take their mind off of disease. Now 
if they could just figure out a way to get people 
to come out of their hidey-holes.

However, the fervor concerning race 
relations protests has created some interesting 
opportunities for the big brands.

Smart marketers know they can make hay 
if they address the racist problems of their 
brand and then “re-brand.” We applaud them 
for these changes, rather than wondering what 
the hell the companies were thinking 100 years 
ago. Now that’s a pretty good trick.

For instance, the female musical trio The 
Dixie Chicks have removed “Dixie” from 
their name addressing the Black Lives Matter 
protests. They are now just The Chicks. Once 
they realize how offensive “chicks” is to today’s 

females, they will become “Artists formerly 
known as The Dixie Chicks.”

Yes, it sounds dumb, but look at all the free 
publicity the group is receiving. It makes you 
wish you had something offensive in your 
brand that you can now remove and be “woke.”

Don’t misunderstand, these reactions 
to the killing of George Floyd are probably 
something that should’ve happened 50 years 
ago. Personally, I feel bad for not cringing 
every time I ate pancakes.

That these monumental changes happen now 
in the age of social media during a lockdown 
pandemic gives them extra coverage. Syrup 
bottles, rice and Eskimo Pies are all suddenly 
unacceptable. Everyone is talking about how 
HBO removed “Gone with the Wind’ for a few 
hours or how it almost makes you wish for an 
offensive brand name so you can benefit from 
all this change publicity. Somebody’s making 
buku bucks on all this change. 

Here are some suggestions for other brands 
that could use a brand overhaul. Please send 
checks directly to me.

Salesforce is an aggressive name, isn’t 
it? Perhaps they should drop the “force” to 
something softer like Sales-puffs. 

PayPal seems a little presumptuous. Change 
it.

Corona, the beer, has no choice but to 
change its name.

All these opportunities are not lost on 
marketers. Have you noticed that none of the 
stories have declared new names or designs? 
Those will come on another news cycle.

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to 
the Hendricks County Business Leader. He 
may be reached at (317) 403-6485 or  
gus@icontimes.com
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Thank you, 
Tom

Last week, Tom Klein re-
signed from Avon as town 
manager after 22 years. The 
only administrator Avon has 
known. Klein was at the helm 
as Avon became the town it is 
today.

Klein led the charge to ease 
congestion with road improve-
ments and roundabouts. He 
had a vision to preserve the 
natural character and beauty of 
the area with trails, Town Hall 
Park and the Avon Town Hall. 
He directed the effort to make 
Avon a Tree City USA, the first 
in Hendricks County. 

Avon wouldn’t have a World 
War II Memorial Park or the 
Avon Farmers Market or the 
shelters in Town Hall Park, if it 
weren’t for him. Klein brought 
Frisbee golf to Avon and peti-
tioned the Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization for more 
than $100 million in federal aid 
for better roads and two major 
bridges over the Big Four-CSX 
rail yards.

More importantly, Klein had 
a passion and commitment for 
his adopted hometown. His 
zeal to create community is 
likely his greatest gift to Avon 
residents.

Avon is the 17th best place 
to live in America because of 
the work of Tom Klein over 22 
years of service. The Hendricks 
County Business Leader thanks 
Klein for all the support over the 
years. We wish him and his fam-
ily the best in future endeavors.

OPINION

Toothpaste out of the Tube
By Susan Rozzi

Ever said something you regret? It happens 
to us all. It makes me think of the analogy of 
words and toothpaste. Once the toothpaste is 
out of the tube, it’s virtually impossible to put 
it back in. Once our words leave our mouth, it 
is virtually impossible to take them back. It’s a 
great visual and way to remember to be cau-
tious about what we say!

The problem is that sometimes it’s hard 
to know when our words have gone astray. I 
once served on a committee that completed 
the majority of its work via email. After work-
ing together for several years, we added a new 
member. After the first set of emails the new 
member received, she called me quite con-
cerned. 

She told me that she felt our communica-
tion was very critical and didn’t take every-
one’s opinions into consideration. I was caught 
off-guard because this committee had such a 
strong history working together. Looking at 
the emails with a fresh perspective, I realized 
the committee had gotten in the habit of short 
sentences or phases. 

Because of their history with each other, a 
great deal could be communicated with just 
a few words. To the new committee member, 
the communication felt critical. Further, the 
committee had a habit of deferring to different 
members based on their expertise and prior 
knowledge which could have made it feel like 
they weren’t all expressing their opinions. 

After talking through the emails with the 
new committee member, she agreed to give 
the committee a bit more time. Several weeks 
later, she emailed me, “Great committee, gets 
so much done and has fun at the same time! 
LOVE IT!” The context of the “normal” com-
munication for our committee was difficult to 
grasp by the new committee member.

I facilitate a temperament assessment for 
teams called Real Colors. It helps team mem-
bers know they are naturally wired to respond 
to situations and people. We often complete a 
communication preferences activity in which 
members explore how they like to be commu-
nicated with and how they like to communi-
cate with others.  It is often an eye opening 

experience for them because they realize ev-
eryone does not communicate in the same way 
which can lead to miscommunication. 

Have you thought about how you commu-
nicate to others? What is the first thing you do 
when someone comes in the room? Do you ask 
them how their day is going or do you launch 
right into business? When there is an impor-
tant issue to be discussed, do you prefer email 
or a phone call? When asked for your opinion, 
can you answer immediately or do you need 
time to think about it? As leaders, it is impor-
tant to know your communication style as well 
as the communication style of those you are 
leading. It will help you keep more toothpaste 
in the tube!

Susan Rozzi is the president of Rozzi 
and Associates, a leadership and 
organizational development company 
helping good leaders become 
great. Contact Susan at susan@
rozziandassociates.com.

More importantly, 
Klein had a passion 

and commitment 
for his adopted 

hometown. His zeal to 
create community is 

likely his greatest gift 
to Avon residents.



Hendricks County Business Leader hcbusinessleader.com  • July 2020  5

LET US BOOK YOUR 2020 
EVENT OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 

www.4HComplex.org

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds and Conference Complex  
is designed to meet any of your social  
meeting needs:  banquets, meetings,  
seminars or wedding events - we can  

do it all! Our friendly and knowledgable  
staff are ready to make your event  

worry-free and memorable!

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.
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Celebrating its  30th anniversary, 
Shafer’s Collision Repair Center  
is intent on serving the  
community for years to come  
as a family-owned business

COLLIDING WITH 
COMMUNITY

Suzanne and Carl Shafer inside the spray booth in their repair shop in Danville. They have been in operation 
for 30 years, but have only been at the new location since September, 2017. (Cover photo by Eric Pritchett)
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By Stephanie Dolan

It’s difficult to say what it is that makes up a 
community. Is it the people? The places? Or a 
combination of both that somehow makes up 
the look and feel of a place, giving it a special 
flavor all its own?

Shafer’s Collision Repair Center can be 
found at 1475 E. Main St. in Danville. Owned 
and run by Carl and Suzanne Shafer for 30 
years, the center spent its first 27 years in 
Avon before outgrowing its old location.

“The biggest thing about us is that we love 
the community,” Suzanne Shafer, 57, said. 
“Danville has provided a real sense of com-
munity.”

The Shafer’s can only laugh about the fact 
that their 30th anniversary hit right in the 
middle of the Coronavirus lockdown.

“Our anniversary is April 30,” Carl, 60, said. 
“This happened right in the middle of the 

COVID shutdown,” Suzanne added. “We had 
a cake and then one of our clients brought in 
a cake, but we haven’t got around to celebrat-
ing with our customers yet.”

“We’re waiting to see how everything pans 
out first,” Carl said. “We may not do anything 
until the 31st year. States are re-quarantining, 
and everyone is all up in arms. There’s just no 
love out there right now.”

But, the couple is doing “30 Years in 30 
Minutes” every Thursday at 3:30 p.m. on 
Facebook.

“And if I ever feel comfortable and get good 
at it, we might just keep it going,” Carl said. 

“Yeah, if we could just get the technology 
down we’d be great,” Suzanne said.

Carl grew up in an automotive household. 
His dad worked on cars for a living, but he 
became ill and passed away when Carl was 
12. That’s when his brother took over, show-
ing Carl the ropes and continuing to get him 
hooked on cars. Now, it’s in his blood. 

“People are still driving and wrecking cars,” 
he said. 

Shafer is in the midst of loosening the reins 
on his business’s Coronavirus lockdown. 

“We don’t let vendors come in yet,” he said. 
“We have a place where they get their checks 
outside. But we’ve lightened up in stages. On 
July 1, we’re officially unlocking our doors. 
This has definitely been one of the weirdest 
parts in 30 years of business.”

To this point, customers often come to the 
door and just knock. Others will call from the 
parking lot. At that point a technician will 
come out to assess a problem.

“I’d say we’re in stage three with stage four 
being opened, so that people can just walk in 
and talk to us,” Carl said. “But we’ll still go out 
with them, or let them come in and sit in a 
chair with us – at least six feet away of course. 
We’re probably going to have eight more 
stages until everything is fully open - vendors 
and everything.”

What makes Shafer’s different from other 
body shops?

“My relationship with the customer,” Carl 
said. 

“I asked each of our kids,” Suzanne said. “I 
asked them ‘if you were going to going to talk 
to a reporter, and you were asked what is spe-
cial about dad’s businesses, what would you 
say?’”

The Shafers have three children. 
“One said ‘Dad always makes sure people 

are taken care of,’” Suzanne said. “The next 
said ‘No matter the problem or issue, dad al-
ways takes care of it and makes sure people 
are happy,’ and the last one said ‘People al-
ways know they can trust dad.’”

Family is important to the Shafers, and 

– while they were a couple attended high 
school together – they didn’t get together un-
til after that.

“We’ve known the Shafers for 18 years,” 
Ginger Davis said. “Our son just turned 35, 
and he actually worked for Carl his last two 
years of high school.”

Davis is an administrator for Avon Middle 
School North.

“We take our vehicles to Carl for every-
thing,” she said. “Even if it’s insurance work 
we take it to Carl. He’s great, and he gets 
us good prices. He goes above and beyond. 

There’s not enough good things to say about 
him. It’s a joke that I should get the family dis-
count.”

“It’s ironic that we went to the same high 
school, and I didn’t know him,” Suzanne said. 
“But I did know his cars.”

Suzanne only recently decided to pursue a 
lifelong dream of becoming a flight attendant. 

“I’ve been doing it for a year now,” she said. 
“Although, the last time I got to get on a plane 
was in March. My parents actually talked me 
out of my first job offer from a local charter 
company many moons ago when ATA was in 
business. Carl said it was the only thing he’d 
heard me say I regretted not doing. I love it. 
It’s not a traditional job by any means.”

Suzanne said she loves the people, and 
there’s always someone interesting on board.

“I also love the travel and the travel ben-
efits,” she said. “We now get our benefits 
through it. As someone who’s been self-em-
ployed for three decades, that’s huge. I love 
the people I work with, and I’m fortunate to 
work with an Indianapolis-based company, 
so I get to live at home.”

And, when she is at home, she’s helping 
Carl out at the shop.

“The huge difference is that we’re an inde-
pendent shop,” Suzanne said. “We place the 
value on the customer and the relationship. 
Some other shops are just about how many 
cars they can get through, and they don’t care 
about those relationships.”

“I feel really blessed at this point,” Carl said.  
“We will still be in biz 10… 20… 30 years from 
now, and I’ll still be involved in some way, 
shape or form. That’s where we’re headed. We 
want to be a family-owned business.”

COVER STORY

Getting to know 

Carl &  
Suzanne  

Shafer

Do you have pets? 
“We have three,” Suzanne said. “We 
have Edgar Allan Poe-dog, Panther 
the cat - also known as Pest Control 
because he proudly brings dead 
critters to the back door and then 
comes in to have real food – and we 
have George Macy the snapping 
turtle.”

Do you have a favorite movie?
“My favorite type of movies are 
action,” Carl said. “I don’t stay away for 
movies,” Suzanne added. “I can watch 
a movie about 10 times and finally see 
the whole thing.”

Do you have a favorite book?
“Gun Ho,” Carl said. “It’s meant for 
business people on how to run an 
efficient business.” 

What is your favorite Hendricks 
County charity?
“I would say there’s two,” Suzanne 
said. “Family Promise and Sheltering 
Wings.”

Who or what inspires you?
“My dad and my brother, Kenneth 
Lee Shafer,” Carl said. “God has always 
put the right person in my life for 
knowledge and to show me the way.”

The biggest thing 
about us is that we 

love the community.
-Suzanne Shafer

“ “
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Need space for 
those special 

team-building 
meetings?  

Like us on Facebook!

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717 
Chicagospizza.com

Give us 
a call!

By Jeff Binkley

Municipal bonds are debt instruments 
issued by state and local governments. 

Their principal and interest are paid 
from tax revenues that states and other 
municipalities receive from residents and 
business owners within those states and 
municipalities. But what happens to the 
capability of those bond issuers to pay in-
terest and principal when tax revenues 
dry up?

Some of the states and municipali-
ties hardest hit by the coronavirus have 
already seen their existing bond issues 
plummet in value. National municipal 
bond funds plunged over 18% in value in 
just 10 days back in March as the full ef-
fect of the coronavirus and its ancillary 
effects were starting to make themselves 
evident to bond traders. 

Then the Fed stepped in and created 
the municipal liquidity facility, allowing it 
to directly buy up to $500 Billion dollars 
in munis from states and cities that met 
certain population criteria.  Much of the 
muni market recovered then.  But the fa-

cility only covered cities with more than 
one million people and counties with 
more than two million people.

Now as states have started to open 
back up, munis have improved a little bit 
more.  But what happens if states have to 
shutdown again?  What if the revenues 
pre covid the states were counting on to 
pay the debt service and principal of their 
bonds doesn’t come back?  

Muni bonds have been a conservative 
and prudent place to diversify funds away 
from the perceived volatility of the stock 
market.  But be aware of the potential 
risks inherent in muni bonds, especially 
now when the source of their revenues, 
tax receipts take a hit as substantial as 
what state and cities are taking right now.

MONEY MATTERS

Covid-19 can make even 
municipal bonds sick

Jeff Binkley is the Founder  
and Managing Director of Binkley 
Wealth Management Group. He can 
be reached at Jeff@thebinkleygroup.
com or (317) 697-1618.

“Some of the states and municipalities 
hardest hit by the coronavirus have 

already seen their existing bond issues 
plummet in value. National municipal 
bond funds plunged over 18% in value 
in just 10 days back in March as the full 

effect of the coronavirus and its ancillary 
effects were starting to make themselves 

evident to bond traders. ”
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By Gus Pearcy

Washington Township Parks and Recreation unveiled an 
ambitious plan for the newly acquired Murphy Park includ-
ing a $15 million aquatic center.

The 43-acre piece of land near the corner of county roads 
625 E. and 100 S. will also be home to an inclusive play-
ground, trails and an activity pond in future development 
phases. The aquatics center will have the largest wave pool in 
central Indiana and one of only four in the state. It will also 
have a water slide tower, an activity pool, and a large deck 
that can be used in the winter for the skating rink. Plans call 
for a pedestrian walkway connecting the park to the Avon Ju-
nior Athletics Association Fields across the road.

Parks Director Lora Helmick is holding public input ses-
sions. She told a smattering of residents that the plan came 
together two years ago after repeated requests for a pool or 
water park. After extensive study and planning, the plan for 
Murphy Park emerged.

Helmich said the plan for an inclusive playground — the 
only one in Hendricks County — would serve children of all 
abilities. There are features that will help children with dif-
ferent sensory needs. She heard about it at a recent parks 
conference because children learn valuable life abilities from 
playgrounds.

“From the second I heard some of the statistics of adults 
with disabilities that are more likely to get fired from a job 
or have issues interacting or having relationships, the more 
I realized that this is something we really need in our com-
munity,” Helmick said. “We’re hoping to include features for 
physical, sensory processing, visual, hearing and emotional 
disabilities.”

She gave an example of a merry-go-round that could ac-
commodate wheelchairs with an awning to help children 
process the sensory perceptions.

She added that eventually she’d like to form a council of 
parents with children of all abilities.

Washington Township Trustee Don Hodson said the $15 
price tag for the aquatics center would be bonded out. It will 
be the first time his administration has attempted a bond, 
paying cash for everything for the last decade. That includes 
the $1 million for the former site where the Murphy brothers 
raised and sold lab mice for biomedical research

“The average home in Washington Township assesses at 
$250,000,” Hodson said. “So I asked my financial advisor, 

based on that figure, on a 15 year loan, what would be the 
taxpayer cost. It comes out to $49 a year, which is basically 
$4 a month.”

Helmick’s plan estimates the aquatic center — built for a 
capacity of 1,200 patrons — could be self-sustaining in three 
years. If the bond is let this fall, the aquatics park could be 
open as soon as Memorial Day of 2022.

The Washington Township Advisory Board will be taking 
up the issue of a bond at a monthly meeting this fall after 
consideration of the economy affected by COVID-19.

Aquatic park on slate for Avon
This is a rendering of the water park being considered for Washington Township’s Murphy Park on C.R. 625 E. There are plans for the largest wave pool in Central Indiana, a slide tower with multiple body slides, and an activity pool for toddlers.

Plans for this 43-acre tract of land in Avon include a $15 million water park. The buildings are currently being used to train firefighters.  
The future park is near the AJAA ball fields.
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With over 20 years of experience in
commercial banking, Kathy Spencer-Ellis
is committed to helping your business
move to the next level.

Offering a solutions-oriented approach
and unmatched personal service, she
will bring professional solutions that
work for you and your business.

Stop by or call Kathy today!

317-754-2896
kspencer-ellis@homebanksb.com
www.homebanksb.com

         Visit our new 
     Plainfield location 
990 W. Main St.

Kathy Spencer-Ellis
VP/Commercial Lender

By Scott Flood

Following a few simple, easy-to-re-
member bits of advice can make every-
thing you write far more communica-
tive and effective.

1. Communicate, don’t complicate. 
Write to ensure that your message is 
conveyed and understood, rather than 
to impress the recipient. Choose famil-
iar language, basic words, and simple 
sentence structure.

2. Abolish semicolons. Most peo-
ple use semicolons incorrectly. If you’re 
tempted to use one, reword the sen-
tence or break it into two sentences.

3. Limit syllables. It’s important that 
everyone who reads your writing un-
derstands the meaning. It isn’t a matter 
of “dumbing down”– it’s making sure 
you communicate effectively. 

4. Keep it conversational. Skip the 
fancy style in favor of writing the way 
people talk. It really is okay to start 

sentences with conjunctions and end 
them with prepositions, because people 
do that in conversations. Memos, bro-
chures and websites are more effective 
when they don’t sound like grammar 
lessons.

5. Use you. Unless you’re penning 
an English paper, use the second per-
son (you) in your materials. Instead of 

saying “system users can save time and 
money,” say “you can save time and 
money.” You’ll do a better job of con-
necting with the reader, and at a sub-
conscious level, the reader will believe 
you’re speaking directly with him or her.

6. Read it aloud. Before you send 
an email or a memo, read it out loud. 
If you get through it without stumbling 

and it sounds good, it’s probably well-
written. But if you find yourself tripping 
over sentence structure or gasping for 
breath, rewrite it and try again.

7. Edit, edit, edit. Most skilled 
writers put as much effort into edit-
ing as into their first drafts. Each time 
you read what you’ve written, look for 
changes that will improve it. If you have 
time, walk away from it, and look at it 
again after lunch or in the morning. You 
may be surprised at how much better it 
reads with a few fixes.

Seven simple ways to improve your writing
THE PERSONAL TOUCH

“Before you send an email or a memo, read it out 
loud. If you get through it without stumbling and it 
sounds good, it’s probably well-written. But if you 

find yourself tripping over sentence structure or 
gasping for breath, rewrite it and try again.”

Scott Flood creates effective copy for 
companies and other organizations. 
You’ll find more articles at sfwriting.
com. ©2019 Scott Flood All rights 
reserved.
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Looks at Local Leaders
Each month, the Business Leader focuses on how Leadership Hendricks County delivers the skills local residents need to provide leadership in our communities.

Creating and negotiating solutions
Imagine you’re the president of a 

local town council. You just dis-
covered that a company in Virginia 
is seeking a location for its new 
engineering facility, and their site 
consultant suggested your com-

munity, as well as two neighboring towns. The 
project could generate more than 100 high-
paying professional jobs.

You know a project like this would benefit 
the local economy, grow the tax base, bring 
students to local schools, and catch the at-
tention of other potential companies and 
site selectors. So how do you make sure your 
community is selected?

Towns in Hendricks County regularly find 
themselves in similar situations, and Leader-
ship Hendricks County participants discover 
the complexity of the process through a role-
playing simulation that was developed by 

real-life economic development professionals. 
Each class member is assigned a role in one 

of three towns in the fictional Profit County. 
Some will serve as town managers, others 
as chamber of commerce directors or one of 
several other groups that become involved in 
situations like these. They meet with the local 
leaders who perform those roles in real life to 
better understand what they need to consider.

Participants learn about six companies 
considering a move to Profit County. Some al-
ready do business nearby, while others come 
from far away, like a Japanese manufacturer. 
Each offers some advantages to each of Profit 
County’s towns – along with some disadvan-
tages. Each town’s team meets to discuss the 
opportunities. They identify the companies 
they wish to pursue and what kind of incen-
tives (if any) they’re willing to offer. 

Then comes the big day. The town teams 

assemble, wait for representatives of the com-
panies to show up, and sit down with those 
they’ve decided to target. The teams make 
their sales pitches and the representatives 
respond with tough questions. If a company 
is interested, the representative will negoti-
ate with the team to secure a better incentive 
package or other advantages. The teams may 
discover that what they’re offering is very dif-
ferent from what the companies want, or that 
the representatives’ requests go well beyond 
what they’re willing to offer.

 At the end of the day, the companies an-
nounce their plans, and the towns celebrate 
their wins and mourn their losses. The par-
ticipants come away with a much better 
understanding of how economic develop-
ment works in Hendricks County, along with 
a deeper appreciation of what’s involved in 
creating solutions and handling negotiations.

Jeff Pipkin, former HC Economic Development Partnership ED addresses 
the 2019 class.

An LHC team discussing their project, July 2016. Greg Zusan and Lori Hiatt consider options during the July 2017 class.
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By Karl Zimmer

We find ourselves in rather tumultuous 
times, dealing with a pandemic and the 
horrible deaths of George Floyd, David 
Dorn, and others as well as the many 
livelihoods impacted due to the unrest, 
we all witnessed. We want to see those 
responsible held accountable, and we 
can all get behind appropriate change to 
remedy the wrongs.

Change is often difficult, especially 
when it seems forced or unwelcome, yet 
change is inevitable, and it can be made 
much easier when managed and led 
responsibly. Sometimes change happens 
organically, without much effort, simply 
because circumstances or events initiate 
or instigate the change. These types of 
changes generally happen without much 
notice, though they can create discomfort 
for those affected. How do we lead change 
to create the least amount of disruption 
and discomfort for those affected?

I’m sure many of you have dealt with 
change in your own organizations, 
and you have done so with your best 
intentions. As you look back at those 
times, you can recall what worked 
well and what didn’t. In my own 
experience, I know that what worked 
best was to engage all those who would 
be affected by whatever change was 
being contemplated. Helping everyone 
understand the intention behind the 
change and obtaining their input in how 
best to implement the changes helped all 

concerned to feel more at ease with the 
change. 

When people understand the 
reason for the change and are given 
some responsibility for and control 
of implementing that change, change 
happens much more smoothly, and those 
affected feel a part of that change and can 
even embrace it.

Change is not always good, but to 
make it positive, engaging those who will 
be impacted by it from the beginning and 
encouraging their continued involvement 
from the early stages throughout the 
process will undoubtedly go a long way 
to making positive change with the least 
amount of negative impact on those 
affected by that change. Is it not your 
responsibility to see that any change is 
positive for your organization? With you 
leading change, you will accomplish what 
is best.

This column is dedicated to sharing 
experiences, research, and ideas about 
great leaders, for great leaders. We 
welcome your comments, questions, and 
suggestions.

Leading positive change  
with minimal negative impact

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who 
Grew Up to RULE® the World…,” a 
speaker, Board Certified Hypnotist, 
and successful CEO. Karl can be 
contacted at karl@z-success.com. 
RULE® is a Registered Mark of Karl R. 
Zimmer III

BIZ LEADERSHIP

“Change is often difficult, especially 
when it seems forced or unwelcome, 

yet change is inevitable, and it can be 
made much easier when managed  

and led responsibly.”
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Planner of Note

Avon Chamber New Members
ALL TERRAIN LANDSCAPING AND SNOW 
MANAGEMENT
136 Casco Dr.
Avon, IN 46123
(317) 339-8536

BUFFALO WILD WINGS
9875 E U.S. Hwy 36
Avon, IN 46123

GOODWILL OF CENTRAL & SOUTHERN IN
1635 W Michigan St.
Indianapolis, IN 46222
(317) 524-4363

JACK’S DONUTS OF AVON
8100 E US Hwy 36, Suite J
Avon, IN 46123
Jimmy John’s
10942 E. US Hwy 36
Avon, IN 46123

Brownsburg Chamber New Members
FRESH HAMPER
3135 N State Rd. 267, Ste. B 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(800) 674-6641

INSPIRE MARKETING
964 Needle Ridge Ln. 
Brownsburg IN 46112
(317) 847-0290

THE FINANCIAL ENHANCEMENT GROUP
35 Whittington Dr.,Ste. 200
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(800) 928-4001

Danville Chamber New Members
SURVEY FIRST
25 W. Marion St. 
Danville, IN 46122
(317) 745-9000

Plainfield Chamber New Members
JAM PRINTING AND PROMOTIONS
2680 E. Main St., Ste. 213
Plainfield, IN 46168 
(888) 750-1592

Newly Incorporated Businesses
Compiled by Connie Sieferman
New Business Filings (5/22/2020 – 6/21/2020)

GRANTEE: Hamilton Painting and Wallcoverings
DESCRIPTION: painting/wallcoverings
GRANTOR: Jason Hamilton III
DATE: 5/26/2020

GRANTEE: Hendricks County Swine Boosters
DESCRIPTION: livestock
GRANTOR: Roy Mundt
GRANTOR: Mike Stephenson
GRANTOR: Angela Stephenson
DATE: 5/28/2020

GRANTEE: Homegrown Harvest
DESCRIPTION: produce/baked goods
GRANTOR: Lois Lawson
DATE: 5/29/2020

GRANTEE: Blue Moon Threads
DESCRIPTION: online retail clothing
GRANTOR: Mackenzie Jones
DATE: 5/29/2020

GRANTEE: JMH Inc.
DESCRIPTION: design engineering
GRANTOR: James Matthew Herald
DATE: 6/3/2020

GRANTEE: Stage 4
DESCRIPTION: show committee
GRANTOR: Jennifer Deno
DATE: 6/4/2020

GRANTEE: Kevia Writes!
DESCRIPTION: writing
GRANTOR: Kevina White
DATE: 6/9/2020

GRANTEE: T J Nails
DESCRIPTION: nails salon
GRANTOR: Billy Tran
DATE: 6/11/2020

GRANTEE: Good Guys Dent Company
DESCRIPTION: auto repair
GRANTOR: Nathan Cupp
DATE: 6/16/2020

8 - Danville Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Wednesday, July 8 at 
11 a.m. at HC 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main 
St. Danville. For more information, call  
(317) 745-0670 

15 - Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Wednesday, July 15 
at 11 a.m. at the Brownsburg Fire Territory, 
470 E. Northfield Dr. Brownsburg. For more 
information call (317) 852-7885

21 - Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Tuesday, July 21 
at 11:30 a.m. at Plainfield Recreation and 
Aquatic Center, 651 Vestal Rd., Plainfield.  For 
more information, call (317) 839-3800

28 - Avon Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Tuesday, July 28 at 
11:00 a.m. at Avon American Legion, 4812 
E. Main St., (Old US 36) Avon. For more 
information, call (317) 272-4333
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Heather I Rushing, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

95 North Tennessee 
Street 
Suite C 
Danville, IN 46122 
317-386-3662

If You’re Leaving Your Employer,  
Do You Know Your 401(k) Options?
At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k), including leaving the 
money in your former employer’s plan, moving it to your new employer’s plan, 
rolling it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or cashing out the 
account subject to tax consequences.

To learn more, call today.

Heather I Rushing, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

95 North Tennessee Street, Suite C
Danville, IN 46122
317-386-3662

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC



Like us on Facebook

Your Vote COUNTS!

LOCATION: 86 N CR 500 E, Avon, IN 46123

MONDAY, JULY 20    9 am - 4 pm

TUESDAY, JULY 21    9 am - 6 pm

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22  9 am - 6 pm

THURSDAY, JULY 23  9 am - 3 pm

VOTING 
For the safety of our community, we will be offering a DRIVE-THRU
VOTING service, July 20 - 23 at the Hendricks Power Cooperative (HPC) 
office parking lot. Upon arrival, members will be greeted by staff and 
vote from their vehicles using tablets.

PLEASE BRING YOUR INVITATION TO VOTE & RECEIVE YOUR BILL CREDIT. 

VOTING OPTIONS 
Drive-Thru  • Early Voting Options • July 20-23

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION & ANNUAL MEETING

View full bios 
on our website!
www.hendrickspower.com

All voters will receive a $10 bill 
credit and a chance to win one of 

five (5) $500 bill credits!

Get your $10 
Bill Credit!

BUSINESS MEETING
HPC Exposition Hall • Thursday, July 23 • 3:30 pm

BUSINESS MEETING
Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds • HPC Expo Hall • Thursday, July 23 • 3:30 pm 

AGENDA: Cooperative updates, board of directors election results, and 
grand prize ($500) bill credit winners*.
VIEWING: A live stream and recording will be accessible on our Face-
book and YouTube pages

BILL CREDITS 
As our way of saying “Thank You” for your vote, EACH MEMBER WILL 
RECEIVE A $10 BILL CREDIT per household and a CHANCE TO WIN 
ONE OF FIVE (5) $500 BILL CREDITS! Be sure to get out and cast your 
vote!

www.facebook.com/HendricksPower https://bit.ly/2BD1I74

For more information, visit:
WWW.HENDRICKSPOWER.COM

*Winners need not be present to win
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ICONICbriefs
Longtime Avon town manager asked to resign

After 22 years of service to the Town of 
Avon as its manager, Tom Klein 
was asked by town council to 
resign.

The council unanimously 
voted to accept Klein’s resigna-
tion during its meeting on June 
25.  Ryan Cannon, the town’s as-
sistant town manager,  will serve 
as his interim successor. The 
town’s planning director Jodi 
Dickey was also terminated.

“Mr. Klein resigned from his posi-
tion on Wednesday of this week (June 
24), which was codified at last night’s 

meeting (June 25),” council member Aar-
on Tevebaugh said in an email to 
the ICON. “I appreciate his efforts 
over the years and wish him luck 
in his future endeavors.”

“Council asked me to resign,” 
Klein, who did not attend the 
meeting, said in a text message 
to the ICON. “So, I signed the 
agreement, and they approved 
it tonight. It has been a good 

run, and I’ve enjoyed working to make 
Avon a great place to live, work and play.”

Read more at myhcicon.com/longtime-
avon-town-manager-asked-to-resign-

search-underway-for-new-leader.

Plainfield Church cancels annual Fish Fry
FPlainfield Church cancels annual Fish 

Fry, accepting mission donations
For the first time since its inception in 

1945, Plainfield United Methodist Church 
canceled its fish fry July 31 and Aug. 1. 

Funds raised go to church missions. 
Give online at pumc.org/give or by check 
to PUMC, 600 Simmons St., Plainfield, at-
tention Rebecca Blackwelder with memo 
“Fish Fry Missions.” 

Klein

HIRING EVENT

O'REILLY AUTO PARTS DISTRIBUTION CENTER
511 EASTPOINT CIRCLE, BROWNSBURG, IN 46112

2:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, July 16th

OPEN POSITIONS FOR MATERIAL HANDLERS, 
CDL - CLASS A DRIVERS, LOCAL DELIVER DRIVERS, 

& ASSISTANT DEPARTMENT SUPERVISORS
 WE WILL BE MAKING CONDITIONAL OFFERS FOR SEVERAL POSITIONS

DURING THIS TIME AND ABIDING WITH ALL CDC COVID-19 GUIDELINES

apply before the event by texting ‘WORK’ to 64078

(317) 456-5977
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ICONography
Fourth activities ring  
in freedom and fun

At the Food Trucks and Fireworks event, this family even brought their own fireworks to celebrate 
Independence Day. (Photos by Eric Prichett)

Even with social 
distancing, Hendricks 
County residents cel-
ebrated the Fourth of 
July including the 5K 
Rib Run, ordering from 
food trucks and watch-
ing fireworks displays 
in towns and backyards 
as well as a parade in 
Pittsboro. 

Residents surrounded Danville High School for Food Trucks and Fireworks that was put on by the 
Danville Chamber of Commerce. 

With a time 
of just over 
18 minutes, 
Danville 
High School 
sophomore 
Lucas 
Steward 
crossed the 
finish line at 
the annual 
Rib Run 5k in 
Avon. 

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2019-2020 school year.

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Grant Name:
Ingenuity Like No Other 
at White Lick Elementary 
Sponsored in part by Circle City Machine Tools

Amount:
$1,504.00

With an end goal of enhancing a 
love of technology among students 
and strengthening their skills, a 
technology club was formed at White 
Lick Elementary. This grant purchased 
resources and equipment to expose 
students to computer programming, 
robotics and other forms of computer 
science. During this before school 
club, kindergarteners through fifth 
graders have the opportunity to 
understand basic fundamentals and 
functions of computer programs and 
applications as well as build learning 
communities and foster skills that 
these students will take with them 
into adulthood.

Just a part of the $130,000 in  
grants that BEF awarded for the  

2019-2020 school year!

Thanks to the BEF grant, White 
Lick Elementary was able to 
establish a technology club  for 
students. Approximately seventy-
five students were able to engage 
in technology lessons using robots 
that were funded through BEF.  
Students loved this hands-on 
experience. Thank you Brownsburg 
Education Foundation for providing 
this opportunity!

Angie McGuffey
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Consider Your Landscaping Needs Solved!

Patio SealingMulchBed Care
BEFORE

Visit our area 
locations Today!

Avon • 317-271-6200
10728 E. US Hwy 36, Avon, 46123

Plainfield • 317-839-4466
1810 E. Main St., Plainfield, 46168

Zionsville • 317-733-9989
51 Boone Village, Zionsville, 46077

papamurphys.com

ALL ONLINE 
ORDERS OF 

$20 OR MORE  
GET 25% OFF.

Enter code: HOME25
Claim discount by entering 

the code at checkout at 
papamurphys.com.

We Make It. 
You Bake It.TM

we’re 
     open!

ICONICbriefs

Danville resident cast in dinner theater show
Danville resident Emmie 

Wright has been cast in the en-
semble and a mersister in the 
production of “The Little Mer-
maid” at Myers Dinner Theatre in 
Hillsboro, Indiana.

She is a 2019 homeschool 
graduate who has been in pro-
ductions at The Biz Academy of 
Musical Theatre in Avon, Hen-
dricks Civic Theatre, Creative Grounds 
Fine Arts Academy (formerly Center 
Grove Fine Arts Academy) as well as  

Brooks and Bourke Theatre 
Company and Beef & Boards 
Dinner Theatre, both in India-
napolis. 

She also played a role in the 
Off-off-Broadway production of 
“Ciao Bambino” at the 13th Street 
Repertory Company in New York 
in 2018. Wright was the winner 
of Hendricks County’s Got Tal-

ent 2019 competition. She also helps with 
classes at The Biz.

Danville’s Royal Theater reopens to public
The Royal Theater in Danville recently 

announced their reopening for movie 
showings to the public.

The necessary and appropriate clean-
ing and serving procedures have been 
implemented to keep attendees safe 
while viewing movies. While waiting for 
new releases from Hollywood, the Royal 
is showing some old and fun classics. 
During the Hollywood hiatus, all movies 

are $3. 
The weekend of July 17 will feature 

“Black Panther.” The theater is offering 
viewers a chance to vote on Facebook 
among three films that will play the fol-
lowing weekend. In addition, family-
friendly free movies play each Tuesday 
night and Wednesday morning and af-
ternoon. The full schedule can be found 
at RoyalTheaterDanville.info.

Wright

Family Promise named finalist for high-impact grant
Impact 100 Greater Indianapolis, a 

charitable women’s giving circle, recently 
announced the names of five Central 
Indiana nonprofit organizations that will 
compete for a $100,000 grant, and Fam-
ily Promise of Hendricks County is one of 
the finalists.

The winner of the 2020 Change-Mak-
er grant will be named during a virtual 
event. Members will vote electroni-
cally after a video presentation by each 
finalist. One nonprofit will receive the 
$100,000 Change-Maker award, and the 
other finalists will receive residual grants 

of $26,500 each. 
“For the past 15 years, Impact 100 

Greater Indianapolis has given women a 
voice in improving our community,” said 
organization president Karen Holly. “We 
hope members of the community will 
join us for our virtual celebration to learn 
how a giving circle works and to share in 
the celebration of awarding transforma-
tive grants to organizations with innova-
tive ideas for solving social problems.”

The community can watch the presen-
tation at 7 p.m. July 14 at impact100indy.
org.

State senator to serve on legislative study committees
State senator John Crane, Avon, will 

serve on three committees during the 
summer and fall to help prepare law-
makers for the 2021 legislative session: 
the Interim Study Committee on Educa-
tion, Interim Study Committee on Public 
Safety and Military Affairs and the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Commis-
sion. When Indiana’s part time legisla-
ture is not in session, lawmakers serve 

on committees to review the state’s top 
issues identified by the general assembly 
during the previous session.

“These interim meetings are a vital 
part of the legislative process,” Crane 
said. “I look forward to working with my 
peers to build on our progress from the 
last few years in both educating and pro-
tecting our citizens.”
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ICONICarts

By Peg McRoy Glover

Julie Vornholt, who now lives in Madison, Wisconsin, 
recently returned to her Danville hometown to create an 
interior mural for The Children’s Ballet. 

“I am getting into the pattern of going back and forth 
between Danville and Madison frequently,” she said. “I 
work with a lot of small businesses, so I try to work within 
their budget.” 

Anne Johansson, executive director of The Children’s 
Ballet, who knows and follows Vornholt’s work on social 
media, reached out to her in 2019 when they were redo-
ing the studio space and inquired about the possibility of 
her doing a mural in the studio’s waiting room. 

“We met last year when I was in town, and I gave her a 
quote,” Vornholt said. “I was busy with other murals in and 
around Madison at the time, so we planned this summer 
to do the waiting room mural.” 

Johansson saw the blank wall space as an opportunity 
to feature beauty and recognize local artists.

“Part of our mission as an organization is to bring arts 
to our community in as many ways as possible,” Johans-
son said. “I am excited that we have space to feature local 
visual artists for our dancers and their families to enjoy.”

From her earliest memories, Vornholt has known that 
she was meant to be an artist. 

“As soon as I could talk, I told my parents that I wanted 
to be an artist,” she said. “I love painting, and I have been 
lucky in that I have done what I love from the beginning.”

Following her graduation from Danville High School 
in 2011, Vornholt attended the Herron School of Art and 
Design in Indianapolis where she majored in oil painting, 
which was her first real passion. She then branched out 
into large scale artwork for interior and exterior surfaces. 

Vornholt’s family is involved in theater productions, 
which led to her helping create sets for the shows. 

“When one of us is involved in something, all of us are 
involved,” she said. “Since I have always been artistic, I be-
gan doing sets. Eventually, I became a lead artist on big 
sets. Then I began doing sets for the Indianapolis Civic 
Theatre (now known as Booth Tarkington Civic Theatre).” 
This set work evolved into interior and exterior murals, 
and in 2019 painting murals became her fulltime job. 

She has completed roughly 25 murals combining her 
work in Hendricks County and Wisconsin. Locally, her art 
is on display as an exterior mural depicting an old gas 
filling station on the Vicary Auction building on Dan-
ville’s Main Street. In Sparta, Wisconsin, she painted the 
Welcome to Sparta, Bicycling Capital of the World, for 
the Sparta Chamber of Commerce. Find it and many of 
Vorhort’s other murals on her website, julievornholt.com. 
Email her at julimarissa2@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY

Don’t delay the important care you need 
Broken bones, signs of a heart attack or stroke, difficulty breathing 
or other life-threatening symptoms — don’t delay when you or a 
loved one needs emergency care. Ascension St. Vincent ER care 
teams are here with you, and we’re making sure our hospitals and 
sites of care are safe and ready for you when you need us.

Ascension St. Vincent ERs are open 24/7, close to home, with 
access to the Ascension network for follow-up care.
 
Find your nearest Ascension St. Vincent ER at                             
GetStVincentCare.com

An emergency 
is still an 
emergency

© Ascension 2020. All rights reserved.

Ascension St. Vincent Avon
9613 E. US Highway 36
Avon, IN 46123

Ascension St. Vincent Plainfield
2412 East Main St.
Plainfield, IN 46168

Muralist Julie Vornholt returns home, updates ballet studio artwork 

Danville native Julie Vornholt creates a mural in the waiting room of 
The Children’s Ballet. Lily Johansson, ballet student and daughter of 
executive director Anne Johansson, assisted Vornholt. (Photo by Peg 
McRoy Glover)
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Home on the range: a not-so-
accurate study about cooking 

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

EDITORIAL

4-H is a 
philosophy,  
not a fair

If you grew up in Hendricks County, 
there’s a good chance you already 
know the 4-H pledge: I pledge my head 
to clearer thinking, my heart to greater 
loyalty, my hands to larger service, and 
my health to better living, for my club, 
my community, my country and my 
world.

It’s a philosophy that serves partici-
pants well. It also serves the communi-
ty, and it had to be a factor in the deci-
sion to not hold the Hendricks County 
4-H Fair this year.

Add the traditional fair to the list of 
casualties due to COVID-19, but the 
heart of the fair will continue with stu-
dents showcasing the work they’ve 
completed this year. 

Livestream events will be posted on 
the Hendricks County 4-H Fair website 
at 4hcomplex.org July 19-25. A modi-
fied queen contest is scheduled for 
July 11. Fair organizers will also hold a 
4-H exhibit showcase that is closed to 
the public. Families and select volun-
teers will be able to see the work of the 
youth, and judging will go on. 

It will truly be a family affair.
The ICON applauds organizers and 

volunteers for using their heads for 
clearer thinking and their hands to 
larger service. It will be a monumental 
task to protect the public and maintain 
the 4-H experience for the youth.

Fair leaders are asking the commu-
nity to stay informed through social 
media and the website for further up-
dates on the virtual fair. Dedication to 
the four Hs is likely the driving force be-
hind these tough decisions.

Congratulations to all 4-H partici-
pants and organizers for a job well 
done. 

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

 Tunnel construction at CR 300 North 
is showing visible progress. Concrete 

sections and wing walls are in place that will 
make the B&O Trail crossing safer for users. 

 Comedian Ryan Niemiller, who 
performed on America’s Got Talent, 

will do a live performance during the 
Brownsburg Education Foundation virtual 
Rally for Our Kids Gala July 17.

 Avon town officials approved the 
construction of a northbound left 

turn lane on Dan Jones Road south of 150 S 
for motorists to turn into Avon High School. 
The lane will allow traffic flow to continue 
and not get backed up from a turning 
vehicle. 

 With pandemic restrictions in place, 
Hendricks County Parks & Recreation 

got creative and had a toy sleepover, 
posting pictures online of participants toys 
as they spent the night doing fun activities 
at the parks.

 Roadwork began Monday for 
intersection and railroad crossing 

improvements at U.S. 136 and CR 900 E in 
Brownsburg.

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …

In North Carolina, it is illegal for bingo games to 
last more than five hours.

STRANGE LAW

“May we think 
of freedom, 

not as the right 
thing to do as we 
please, but as the 
opportunity to do 

what is right.” 
— Peter Marshall

QUOTE

By Dick Wolfsie

News websites display a parade of 
catchy headlines motivating us to click on 
each link to read more. Then we are over-
whelmed by provocative ads persuading 
us to buy various products. Here are some 
recent eye catching examples:

• The worst time of day to buy meat
• A vegetable that can remove rust
• The celebrity chef who admits he’d eat 

a human
• How your electric can opener can kill 

you
Some attention-getters, to be sure, 

but one in particular on my computer’s 
homepage really caught my eye: Home 
cooking increases longevity.

With the coronavirus limiting our access 
to restaurants, this seemed like positive 
news. Maybe not to Mary Ellen, but to me.

The article reports that people who cook 
at home up to five times a week were 47% 
more likely to still be alive after 10 years. 
I’m no expert, but let me explain why this 
may be the dumbest study ever done. This 
will take a few minutes, so if you want to 
order a pizza for dinner first, no problem.

Apparently, way back in 2002, research-
ers interviewed 1,800 people ages 65 and 
older and living in Taiwan about their di-
etary habits. They called the seniors again 
this year to see how they were doing. 

Most of the people who had claimed to 
eat out at least 70% of the time could not 
be reached. Apparently they had died, or 
so said the scientists. This is a wild guess, 
but I bet they were out for dinner when the 
phone rang at 6 p.m., or because they were 
all near 80, maybe some of them couldn’t 
get to the phone in time. Am I the only 

person to think of this stuff?
Here’s the biggest flaw in the study: The 

Taiwanese who claimed to be cooking at 
home and living a healthy lifestyle…well, if 
you think about it, they were probably eat-
ing Chinese food about every night, right? 
They can call it “eating in,” if it makes them 
feel better, but here in the Wolfsie house-
hold, we call that eating takeout.

I’m quite sure that data on the hazards 
of dining out were not available in the ’50s 
when I was growing up, which is why my 
mother was often heard saying to my fa-
ther, “Would it kill us to go out for dinner 
once in a while?” Apparently Dad thought 
it would. I guess he was not only a cheap-
skate but also a visionary.

Our original plan for this evening was 
to go to a nearby restaurant that has out-
door seating and provides safe distancing 
for our usual soup and salad for dinner. 
But with this new info, I suggested we eat 
at home, barbeque some ribs and finish 
off our Ben & Jerry’s ice cream. Maybe we 
won’t live longer, but what a way to go.

Mary Ellen suggested we get takeout. I 
reminded her once again that according to 
the research, it would be a real plus for us 
if she prepared a home cooked meal every 
night. I believe I am quoting her response 
accurately: “You should live so long.”

I’m no expert, but let me explain 

why this may be the dumbest study 

ever done. This will take a few 

minutes, so if you want to order a 

pizza for dinner first, no problem.
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL  
JOURNALISM
BECOME AN ICONIC INVESTOR  

Rick Myers | Owner & Publisher | 317-451-4088

“Reading the Hendricks County ICON is a highlight for me! The publication about people and organizations in our 
community is always full of positive stories, helpful information and well-written articles that give me the opportunity to learn 
more about Brownsburg and Hendricks County. Instead of just reporting news, I love how the ICON focuses on people, their 

passions and all of the reasons that our community is a great place to live. Making a gift to the Support Local Journalism 
campaign will support the Hendricks County ICON as it continues to share these messages of positivity and kindness.”

-  Rene Behrend, Executive Director, Brownsburg Education Foundation

Because of the slow death of metro daily newspapers, some, including those who purchase advertising, have been 
conditioned to believe that print is dead. That couldn’t be further from the truth (94 percent ICON readership in each of 
38,000-plus Hendricks County households – SMARI, Inc.). The real truth is, community newspapers have become collateral 
damage – branded unfairly – because of the headlines that failing metro daily newspaper have created for themselves.   

In 2008, the Hendricks County ICON was launched with one mission in mind: create a brand of locally owned, free and 
independent journalism that is second to none. We believe in the 12 years since that first monthly issue was mailed, we’ve 
accomplished that and some – but there is more work to do, more Hendricks County stories to tell. 

Our best days are ahead, but we need your help. You are invited to become an ICONic Investor. Your one-time annual $25 
investment will help us continue to provide you all of the wonderful stories and photos that make Hendricks County the 
great place it is to live and work. We are proud of and grateful for being the purveyor of local news and information that, 
in many cases, cannot otherwise be consumed – we are writing, each week, the pages of Hendricks County history. Please 
go to myhcicon.com/iconic-investor/ to make your donation online or send it to 5252 E. Main St., Avon, IN 46123. Thank 
you for your support of Hendricks County journalism!
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 
317-892-4242 

 www.davidahallmortuary.com

Eric, Erin and 
Evelyn Bell

Our strength is 
based on the 

principle  
of our family 

serving yours.

BROWNSBURG

Linton L. Ward
Linton L. Ward, 86, passed away June 20, 2020. He 
was born June 8, 1934. Services were held June 
25 at Brownsburg Church of Christ. Matthews 
Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

Gary Wilson Hall
Gary Wilson Hall, 75, passed away June 23, 
2020. He was born Oct. 4, 1944. No services are 
scheduled. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was 
entrusted with the arrangements.

Donald P. Mason
Donald P. Mason, 82, passed away June 24, 2020. 
He was born Dec. 28, 1937. Services were held 
June 30 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Suzanne LaBrash
Suzanne LaBrash, 83, passed away June 26, 2020. 
She was born April 14, 1937. Services were held 
June 30 at Bremen Municipal Cemetery, Bremen. 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

Maida Lorraine Bonar
Maida Lorraine Bonar, 80, passed away June 28, 
2020. She was born Aug. 30, 1939. Services will be 
held privately. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Carla Johnson
Carla Johnson, 80, passed away July 2, 2020. She 
was born Oct. 15, 1939. No services will be held. 
Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was entrusted with 
the arrangements.

DANVILLE

Wanda A. Stanley
Wanda A. Stanley, 82, passed away June 23, 
2020. She was born March 3, 1938. Services were 
held June 26 at Mill Creek Cemetery. Weaver & 
Randolph Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

Amanda L. Richhart
Amanda L. Richhart, 40, passed away June 18, 
2020. She was born June 18, 1980. Services will be 
held July 18 at Washington Township Park Pavilion 
Center, Avon. Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, 
was entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Hendricks 
County Humane Society.

AVON

Belita Maple
Belita Maple, 73, passed away June 21, 2020. She 
was born Aug. 28, 1946. Services were held June 
26 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Memorial contributions may be given to The 
Gathering Together, Plainfield.

Joyce Colleen Thompson
Joyce Colleen Thompson, 81, passed away June 
24, 2020. She was born July 8, 1938. Services were 
held June 27 at Danville South Cemetery. Weaver 
& Randolph Funeral Home, Danville, was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

John Thomas Pettitt III
John Thomas Pettitt III, 24, passed away June 22, 
2020. He was born April 3, 1996. Services were held 
June 27 at Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis. Hall-
Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted with 
the arrangements. 

Grace Imogene Thompson
Grace Imogene Thompson, 85, passed away June 
26, 2020. She was born March 3, 1935. Services 
were held July 2 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. 

Jason Todd Pittman
Jason Todd Pittman, 44, passed away July 3, 2020. 
He was born July 26, 1975. Services were held July 
9 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Louis H. Emge
Louis H. Emge, 78, passed away June 28, 2020. 
He was born Jan. 4, 1942. Services will be held 
privately. Conkle Funeral Home, Avon, was 
entrusted with the arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Parkinson’s 
Foundation.

Jack Bell
Jack Bell, 77, passed away June 30, 2020. He was 
born July 13, 1942. Services will be held at 1 p.m. 
July 12 at Deer Creek Golf Club, Clayton. Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield, was entrusted 
with the arrangements.

PLAINFIELD

William McCown
William McCown, 70, passed away June 22, 2020. 
He was born Jan. 13, 1950. Services were held June 
27 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Marjorie Rondinella
Marjorie Rondinella, 84, passed away June 26, 
2020. She was born June 29, 1935. Services 
were held July 2 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, 
Brownsburg. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
was entrusted with the arrangements.

Marjorie M. Jent
Marjorie M. Jent, 90, passed away June 26, 2020. 
She was born Jan. 24, 1930. Services were held 
June 28 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Hendricks 
County Senior Services or to Meals on Wheels 
Hendricks County.

Charles Franklin Kennedy
Charles Franklin Kennedy, 73, passed away June 
26, 2020. He was born April 28, 1947. Services 
were held June 30 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield. Memorial contributions may be made 
to Richard L. Roudebush VA Medical Center, 
Indianapolis.

Gordon Seltenright
Gordon Seltenright, 70, passed away June 28, 
2020. He was born Dec. 29, 1949. Services were 
held July 3 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, Plainfield. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Humane Society of Indianapolis.

John M. Myers
John M. Myers, 74, passed away June 2, 2020. 
He was born April 25, 1946. Services will be held 
at a later date. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements.

Alice Faye Dugger
Alice Faye Dugger, 80, passed away July 2, 2020. 
She was born March 4, 1940. Services will be 
held privately. Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield, was entrusted with the arrangements. 

LIZTON

Jonathan A. Titchenal
Jonathan A. Titchenal, 37, passed away June 27, 
2020. He was born Sept. 5, 1982. Services were 
pending at press time. Eric MD Bell Funeral Home, 
Pittsboro, was entrusted with the arrangements.

PITTSBORO

Jack Joseph Allen
Jack Joseph Allen, 61, passed away June 25, 2020. 
Services were pending at press time. Eric MD Bell 
Funeral Home, Pittsboro, was entrusted with the 
arrangements.

Hendricks County obituaries  up to 50 words 
are printed  free of charge. Funeral directors 

are encouraged to send obituaries and photos 
to  obits@icontimes.com.

COMMUNITY

Clean-Ups, Mowing, Trimming  
and Power Washing.

Owner/Operator 
317-839-4423

GIBBS LAWN SERVICE
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3 5 9 1
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2 8 6 4
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3 Craigslist Categories
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Taylor Swift Albums
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Indiana “D” Counties
____________________
____________________

1 Irvington Park
______________________

5 Oliver Winery Products
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Breakfast Foods
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

PUZZLES

Call to receive a FREE consultation.  
Use code: PUZZLE

PAUL ELLSWORTH • 317-777-1014
pellsworth@caringtransitions.com • www.caringtransitionsindywest.com
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This week’s puzzle presented by:

Senior Relocation • Downsizing • Estate Sales • Online Auctions

Offices Nationwide • Bonded & Insured • Independently owned and operated.

CALL US TODAY!
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DECLUTTERING

IN-HOME & ONLINE

ESTATE SALES 

Our professional team can

manage the moving process

from start to finish.

We can help you clear

your home to move

into a new space.

We minimize the stress

of planning to sell and

sell belongings.

WHERE TO START? 

RIGHT HERE!
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ESTATE SALES 

Our professional team can

manage the moving process

from start to finish.

We can help you clear

your home to move

into a new space.

We minimize the stress

of planning to sell and

sell belongings.

WHERE TO START? 

RIGHT HERE!

BUSINESS NAME

(XXX) XXX-XXXX

• Senior Relocation
• Downsizing/Declutter
• Estate Sales
• Online Auctions

WHERE TO START? RIGHT HERE!

Across
1. Pile
5. Kelley School graduate 
degs.
9. African nation

14. County Court pledge
15. Call for help
16. Kind of situation
17. Hybrid fruit
18. Do damage

19. Barely leading
20. Kingdom
22. Indiana’s wealthiest 
person
24. Conner Prairie furrow 
maker
25. Avon HS elders
26. Hoosier National Forest 
tree
28. Resembling a souffle
30. Insubordination
32. Evan, to Birch Bayh
35. “Ciao!”
38. Discreet email abbr.
39. Gnarled
41. Bankers Life submission
43. Sounds of doubt
45. Finn creator
46. Miniature tree
48. White River rowing need
50. Crafty e-tailer
51. No alternative
52. Rare
55. Costa ___
56. Nile biter

57. Capture
60. Butler frat letter
63. Sunday song
65. Miss Indiana crown
67. Borg-Warner Trophy, e.g.
69. Indianapolis Indians 
catcher’s glove
71. Caviars, e.g.
72. Fur mogul
73. 1976 Indianapolis tennis 
tourney champ
74. ___ Severin Hotel
75. Entrances
76. Local sports org. with 
the attraction found in the 
puzzle’s circles
77. Quibbles

Down
1. Store posting
2. Gung-ho
3. Low-tech GPS?
4. Dr. on WTHR
5. Brickyard 400 fig.
6. Winter hazard on I-70
7. Aviation prefix
8. Pago Pago resident
9. Animal that doesn’t 
sound old
10. Like some beers
11. Runaway GI
12. Madre’s boy
13. Starting fresh
21. Southwest Grill guy
23. Colts game starter
27. Home of the B-52s
29. Lease
30. Speech spot
31. Allergic reaction
32. “Now!” at IU Health
33. Gov. Bowen
34. The Big Apple, briefly
35. Frozen dessert chain
36. ___ vera
37. Earth tones
40. Spencer’s county
42. Oahu neighbor
44. TV witch
47. Foot part
49. Apt. divisions
53. Grand ___ Island
54. Choose
55. Beard remover
57. Singer Judd
58. “___ we all?”
59. Foundation
60. It’s Siri-ous
61. About
62. Jackson 5 member
64. Catchall abbr.
66. West Chase Golf Club 
choice
68. St. Vincent Hospitals 
areas, for short
70. Lipton drink

Answers on Page 26
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David found hope in God in 
times of darkness and trials 

DEVOTIONAL

SACRED SPACE

By David Kaneversky

David wrote Psalm 
142 while he was a fugitive hiding from 
Saul. In this Psalm one can sense the stress 
of being hated, 
hunted down by 
the powerful force 
of King Saul. It is as 
if David is almost 
ready to give up 
due to the pressure 
and stress.

What did David 
learn during his time in the cave? David 
learned he can find hope in His God. 

In verses 1-2, David prays to the Lord for 
help. The verse says he “cries out loud” and 
“pours” out his heart before his God. In the 
midst of the battle, David stops to pray to 
God. He seeks help from God. He turns his 
cave into a place of worship.

In verse 3 David sees that his enemies 
are all around him to hurt him, to lie about 
him and to set traps so he may stumble. 
Yet David in his despair remembered that 
God knows his path, God knows one’s daily 

battles and is alongside in times of despair 
and trials. Even in verse 4 the psalmist David 
describes feeling completely abandoned.

In the rest of the Psalm one can see hope. 
David calls God his 
“portion,” meaning 
he needs nothing 
else during this time 
of despair. Even as 
he is being pursued 
and hunted down, 
David has hope in 
God. The writer clos-
es the Psalm with 

praise to his God in the midst of his despair.
One may not see it now but trials or time 

difficulties will turn out for our good and for 
God’s glory (James 1:2-15). Do you see God as 
a God of hope in the midst of the dark cave?

FranciscanDocs.org
HEARTLAND CROSSING PEDIATRICS 
1001 Hadley Road • Suite LL050 • Mooresville

Schedule Today
(844) 376-2778

inspired by 
families

Welcoming 
Pediatric Patients

We treat the whole family. Because to us, you’re so much 
more than an illness. You’re what inspires our team of top 
doctors, specialists and nurses.

AMANDA  
WALTER, MD

BRADEY 
KLEMAN, MD

KATY 
GRISMORE, PNP

CORIN 
MARSHALL, MD

TONYA 
WHITAKER, NP

David Kaneversky serves as an Elder and 
Administrative Pastor at the Bible Church 
of Brownsburg. For more information, visit 
bcb.church or call (317) 852-7475.

Congratulations2020 Seniors!
Congratulations to the 2020 high 
school seniors across Hendricks 

County. Best wishes in your future 
endeavors from Hendricks Power 

Cooperative!

Even as he is being pursued and hunted 
down, David has hope in God. The writer 
closes the Psalm with praise to his God in 

the midst of his despair.
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Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: 
Foods: BACON, CEREAL, EGGS, OATMEAL, 
OMELET, TOAST; Products: MOSCATO, 
PINOT NOIR, ROSE, SANGRIA, SHIRAZ; 
Albums: FEARLESS, LOVER, REPUTA-
TION, SPEAK NOW; Categories: FOR SALE, 
HOUSING, JOBS; Counties: DEKALB, DU-
BOIS; Park: ELLENBERGER

Puzzles & Answers
ON PAGE 24

9 5 4 3 1 6 8 7 2
1 8 3 7 9 2 4 6 5
2 6 7 4 8 5 3 9 1
4 1 2 5 3 7 9 8 6
8 9 6 2 4 1 5 3 7
3 7 5 8 6 9 1 2 4
6 4 9 1 2 3 7 5 8
5 2 1 9 7 8 6 4 3
7 3 8 6 5 4 2 1 9

H E A P M B A S G H A N A
O A T H P L E A N O W I N
U G L I H A R M U P O N E
R E A L M C O O K P L O W
S R S O A K A I R Y

D E F I A N C E S O N
T A T A B C C K N O T T Y
C L A I M E H S T W A I N
B O N S A I O A R E T S Y
Y E S U N C O M M O N

R I C A A S P N A B
I O T A H Y M N T I A R A
P R I Z E M I T T R O E S
A S T O R A S H E O M N I
D O O R S N C A A N I T S

By Shawn Stout

If you are experienc-
ing trouble sleeping, then you are not alone. 
Getting a good night’s sleep can be diffi-
cult, especially in recent months due to the 
disruption of daily life. Here are some tips 
to help reduce anxiety with sleeping from 
IU Health sleep ex-
perts.

Set a schedule
Set yourself up for 

success by creating 
a consistent sleep 
schedule that allows 
you to get at least 
eight hours of sleep 
every night. Having 
a sleep schedule 
puts your body on a natural timer and can 
help reduce anxiety before bed.

Put away electronics
Avoid using electronics before bed. We 

are constantly checking our phones that 
contain blue light, and blue light suppresses 
the melatonin hormone in our body which 
inhibits us from sleeping.

Consider supplements
If you are experiencing insomnia, talk 

with your doctor about a melatonin supple-
ment, which may help you fall asleep or stay 
asleep. It is recommended that you take the 
supplement an hour or more before going 
to bed to get the best results.

Can the caffeine
Avoid caffeine six hours before bed. Caf-

feine can disrupt your sleeping schedule 
and make it difficult to fall asleep. 

Catch some rays

Try to get sunlight during the day be-
cause the sunshine helps make you tired. 
Even if it’s only for 30 minutes, get outside 
or keep blinds open at home to get sun-
light.

Create bedtime routines
Work on developing a bedtime routine 

that best suits your 
needs. Calming your 
body down before 
going to bed can be 
beneficial, so con-
sider a short stretch-
ing or meditation 
sequence to relax. 
Listen to sooth-
ing sounds or have 
white noise such as 

a fan that can help you fall asleep.
Look at other factors

Sleep is just one part of our overall health. 
Eating healthy foods and exercising can 
help improve sleep tremendously and will 
help your sleep schedule be better long 
term.

Reach out for help
We all use sleep to help recover, lock in 

memories and help with brain functions. 
So, if you are struggling, reach out to your 
primary care doctor, and they can help you 
sleep better.

Health expert offers tips to rest 
even when feeling anxious

NUTRITION

Shawn Stout is a physician assistant at the 
IU Health West Hospital Sleep Disorder 
Center. Contact the center at (317) 
962-5710.

R

Using promo code: 

HolidayWorld.com Santa Claus, Ind.

DISCOUNT802DISCOUNT802
Offer is online only. Valid for up to 8 
admissions. No double discounts.  

Expires November 1, 2020.Scan now for online savings

Even if it’s only for 30 
minutes, get outside or 

keep blinds open at home 
to get sunlight.
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EVENTScalendar

July
11 Saturday
Tox Away Day
8 a.m.-1 p.m. Hickory Elementary School, 907 S. Avon Ave., 
Avon. Dispose of household hazardous waste free of charge 
(pesticides, unwanted medicines, medical sharps, batteries, 
fluorescent bulbs, automotive fluids, oil-based paints, sol-
vents). Tires, appliances and electronics accepted for recy-
cling, and fees may apply. Visit HendricksSolidWaste.com or 
call (317) 858-6070 for more information.

11 Saturday
Laughter Yoga with the Alpacas
1-2 p.m. Montrose Farms, 3750 N. County Road 950 E, 
Brownsburg. Incorporates playful group exercises with deep 
breathing to enhance wellness and joy. Eases anxiety and 
depression, awakens happiness and forges relationships in 
a pasture with alpacas. All ages and abilities. Shoe disinfec-
tant and hand sanitizer required; masks encouraged. Tickets 
can be purchased for $20 at: eventbrite.com/e/laughter- 
yoga-with-thealpacas-two-tickets-111529323208. 

11 Saturday
Sensory Easter
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N, Avon. For peo-
ple who benefit from a personalized egg hunt in a quieter 
setting. Five hunts per 15 minutes. Two children can go 
together. Free. Register at wtp.recdesk.com/Community/
Program.

11 Saturday
Ninja Adventure Course
6:30-8 p.m. Pecar Nature Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N, Avon. Split 
up into age groups to conquer the adventure course. 15 
challenges with a course change. $10/child. Tickets at wtp.
recdesk.com.

11 Saturday
Christmas In July and Project Angel Fundraiser
12-5 p.m. Elevate Office, 7230 Arbuckle Commons, Browns-
burg. Fundraiser for nonprofit Project Angel that helps 
struggling families at Christmas. Collecting gently-used 
shoes. Family fun; check out products and services from 
local businesses. Event information: facebook.com/
events/257556168727080.

11 Saturday
Pet Adoption Day at the Lab
10 a.m.- 1 p.m. The Tie Dye Lab, 8100 E. US Hwy. 36/Suite 
L, Avon. Adopt a pet, leave a donation, purchase from ven-
dors, create something colorful at the Lab. Hosted by The 
Tie Dye Lab and Pawsitively 4 Paws. More info at facebook.
com/events/737648490101106. 

11, 16 Saturday, Thursday
Photos for a Cause
3-8 p.m. Embracing Together, 6748 E. U.S. 36, Avon. Family/
couples photo sessions. Fundraiser for nonprofit Embrac-
ing Abilities that serves individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. For information email colettej@
embracingabilities.com or call (317) 825-8326. 

11 Saturday
Heavy Trash Day, Avon
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Public Works Salt Facility, 229 S. Gable Drive, 
Avon. Residential waste only. Paper shredder available. No 
charge for trash or shredding. Avon residents only. Must 
show identification. Acceptable items: avongov.org/egov/
apps/events/calendar.egov?view=detail;id=3598

12 Sunday
Off-Road RC Racing at TRAK 36
10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Avon Town Hall Park, 6570 E. U.S. 36, Avon. 
Hoosier RC racers get together for a day of racing. Free for 
HRCR club members, $10 for nonmembers. Information at 
facebook.com/events/179579103289237.

12 Sunday
Cars and Cuts
11 a.m.- 5 p.m. Manscapes, 600 W. Northfield Drive, Suite 
2100, Brownsburg. Car show; all vehicles welcome: cars, 
trucks, rat rods, muscle cars, motorcycles. Kid friendly. Food 
truck, DJ, 3D printing booth, haircuts outside. Free. More 
info at facebook.com/events/2303695233273740.

12, 19, 26 Sundays
Sunday Drop-In Activity
1 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 E. Hughes Road, North 
Salem. Activity to complete at the park or a craft activity to 
take home. Activities vary each Sunday. Free while supplies 
last. More info at facebook.com/events/251482326066411.

13 Monday
Danville Community Blood Drive
1-5 p.m. Bosstick Gym, 49 N. Wayne St., Danville. Eat a 
healthy meal and drink water before donating. Wear a mask. 
Schedule by visiting versiti.org/indianablood. Search spon-
sor code F240.

13 Monday
Nailed It!
6-9 p.m. Orange Leaf, 7565 E. U.S. 36, Avon. Duplicate a con-
fection creation by a professional. Competition to be the 
best decorator. Hosted by Washington Township Parks & 
Recreation. Ages 6-12. Register at wtp.recdesk.com. 

13. 20, 27 Mondays
Yoga with Keith and Bunny
6 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E. County Road 150 North, Avon.
Wacky Wednesday at Gill Pool Yoga for all levels. Bring 
your mat or borrow from Keith. Adoptable bunnies join 
the session. Registration required at facebook.com/
events/116228996429395.

14 Tuesday
Lil’ Explorers Day Camp: Birds
10 a.m.-2 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Road, 
North Salem. Join local naturalists to learn about Indi-
ana birds. For ages 2-5 w/adult. $12/pair. Older siblings 
(ages 6-7) may register separately and participate by 
July 11 at hcparks.recdesk.com/Community/Program/
Detail?programId=422.

14 Tuesday
Virtual Event: Talking to Children about Race
7 p.m. Online. Learn how to help children understand racial 
bias. Training will focus on age-appropriate talking tips and 
strategies. Supported by Hendricks County Alliance for Di-
versity. Free. Join at us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ-
wscOqqqzkvGNCe0Wy18cOfaemuYMTTBZtg

15. 22, 29 
Wacky Wednesdays
2 p.m. Gill Family Aquatic Center, 600 E. Main St., Danville. 
Fun pool program with games and prizes. Free with admis-
sion to the pool. 

16 Thursday
Back to School Bingo
6-7:30 p.m. Washington Township Parks Pavilion Center, 435 
Whipple Lane, Avon. Win back-to-school supplies. Free. Tick-
ets at wtp.recdesk.com.

16 Thursday
J’s Lobster Truck Event
5-8 p.m. Former Shafer Collision Center, 10960 E. U.S. 36, 
Avon. Serving East Coast lobster rolls, mac-and-cheese and 
other seafood options. Bonus: sweet truck. More info at 
facebook.com/events/679135856219045.

16, 17 Thursday, Friday
Young Adventurers Day Camp: Birds
10 a.m.-2 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Road, 
North Salem. Join local naturalists to learn about Indi-
ana birds. Ages 6-12 (going into grades 1-7). Drop-off 
program. $25/person. Register by July 11 for one or both 
days at hcparks.recdesk.com/Community/Program/
Detail?programId=420.

18 Saturday
Lucas Oil Raceway Exotic Racing Experience
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Lucas Oil Raceway, 10267 E. U.S. 136, Browns-
burg. Get behind the wheel of an exotic car on an autocross 
course. Must register in advance. Entry level car, $49-$79. Ex-
otic car, $59-$99. Tickets at dreamdriveexotics.com.

18 Saturday
Summer Creek Investigation
1-2 p.m. Washington Township Parks & Recreation Dept., 
435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Meet by the Butterfly Garden and 
head to White Lick Creek with nets to see what animal life 
can be found. Kid-friendly. Tickets at wtp.recdesk.com.
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FAITHONFOOD
AN OPTION

Asia Wok 
2010 Stafford Road, Plainfield 
Also with locations in Brownsburg 
and Danville

With Chinese buffets currently 
closed due to pandemic 
restrictions, don’t worry Asia 
Wok (Where food & fortune 
meet) will prepare your favorites. 

We ordered the sweet & sour 
and pepper steak, paired with 
rice. Appetizers included spring 
rolls and crab rangoon. Each 
was made to order with fresh 
ingredients that brought out the 
flavors.

My fortune cookie was spot 
on with our new normal, “A light 
heart carries you through all the 
hard times.”

WHERE I DINE

Melissa Cameron, Clayton

Where do you like to dine? 3 Agaves 
Mexican Restaurant & Cantina. 
We love Mexican cuisine and were 
excited to try a new establishment.

What do you like there? Everything 
was great: queso, of course, and the 
fajitas, nachos and shredded beef 
quesadilla were delicious.

What do you like about this place? 
We really liked the atmosphere. They 
have a small outdoor patio, which 
is great on a cooler day. They have 

quick service, and don’t forget the 
peach margarita.

3 Agaves  
7840 E. U.S. 36, Avon

Long Black Cadillac 
Coffee: 

Arcane 
Coffee 

Papua 
New 
Guinea 
bean, 
medium 
dark roast with dark chocolate finish.

Heavy Right Foot Coffee Company at 
Myer’s Garage 

522 2nd St., Lizton

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. Follow 
on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter  
@FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

by Faith Toole

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza 
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 7/31/20

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is happening 
rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to have daily 

lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options will be 
available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling the store. 

Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!

HOW IS COVID-19 AFFECTING 
YOU AND YOUR BUSINESS?

Let us help you navigate these uncertain times.

Stay up to date on the latest information regarding the coronavirus’ impact on 
you and your business by visiting the COVID-19 Resources page on our website. 
The challenges are changing each day, and Somerset is committed to keeping 
you informed. Contact us today to connect with a Somerset advisor.

800.469.7206
somersetcpas.com
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Don’t let hydrangea plants become  
‘endless bummers’ in the garden

GARDENING By John Chapin

Every year, at gar-
den centers and big box stores, gardeners 
positively swoon over bigleaf hydrangeas 
(Hydrangea macrophylla) in distinctive blue 
pots with their floral clouds of huge blue 
blooms. 

These gorgeous plants are snapped up 
by the thousands by impulse buyers across 
Central Indiana. They are enjoyed in gar-
dens over the summer, but with extremely 
few exceptions, they are a disappointment 
the following summer. I refer to them as 
“endless bummers.”

I’ve tried everything in the book to get 
several varieties to rebloom in subsequent 

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

years as abundantly as when purchased 
with absolutely no luck. A few flowers might 
reward my efforts, but they are never blue, 
always pink. 

The problem is that our heavy clay soils 
are naturally alkaline, and these hydrangeas 
bloom blue only in acidic soils. Soil amend-
ments seldom help more than getting a few 
purplish flowers. I’ve pulled out and com-
posted so many over the years. 

Imagine my surprise when a Facebook 
gardening friend who lives outside Chicago 

Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates 
doing business as Verizon Wireless (Verizon 
Wireless) proposes to build three (3) 47-foot Utility 
Pole Communications Towers at the approx. 
vicinities of 804 Southfield Dr, Plainfield, Hendricks 
County, IN 46168, 1140 Southfield Dr, Plainfield, 
Hendricks County, IN 46168, and 867 Southfield 
Dr, Plainfield, Hendricks County, IN 46168. Public 
comments regarding potential effects from this site 
on historic properties may be submitted within 30 
days from the date of this publication to: Trileaf 
Corp, Chiagozie, c.obuekwe@trileaf.com, 10845 
Olive Blvd, Suite 260, St. Louis, MO 63141, 314-
997-6111.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana
MONDAY – JULY 13TH – 10:00 AM

GLASSWARE - STONEWARE - COLLECTIBLES
PRIMITIVES - COMICS - WINDOW AIR CONDITIONER - TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN - ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE
LARGE LOT OF OFFICE FURNITURE

LAWSON & CO. will require social distancing during the auction.  
Face masks will be provided.

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!! 
Owners: Several Consignors  

Auctioneers Note:  10% Buyer’s Premium. 
For more info & photos visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629 - Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
1280 E. MAIN STREET ∙ DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122

(317)745-6404 ∙ FAX (317) 745-7810
Visit our web site: http:// www.lawsonandco.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
FIREARMS, AMMUNITION, KNIVES & FISHING EQUIPMENT

Lawson Auction Gallery
1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana
SATURDAY – JULY 11TH – 10:00 AM

OVER 125 FIREARMS - REVOLVERS & SEMI-AUTOMATIC PISTOLS- AUTOMATIC RIFLES 
LEVER, BOLT & SLIDE ACTION RIFLES - SLIDE ACTION & SIDE-BY-SIDE SHOTGUNS 

OVER/UNDER & SEMI-AUTOMATIC SHOTGUNS - MAGAZINES & SCOPES 
AMMUNITION - FIREARM EQUIPMENT-KNIVES - SWORDS - FISHING TACKLE & EQUIPMENT

Preview: Friday, July 10th - 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
LAWSON & CO. will require social distancing during the auction.  

Face masks will be provided.
Owner: Several Consignors

Auctioneers Note: All items sell ABSOLUTE, regardless of price!  
Firearms to be offered live & online at www.hibid.com.  For more info, 

photos & catalog visit:www.lawsonandco.com.

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629 - Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
1280 E. MAIN STREET ∙ DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122

(317)745-6404 ∙ FAX (317) 745-7810
Visit our web site: http:// www.lawsonandco.com

NOW H IR ING

P.T. Clerical

SEND RESUME TO:
DIRECTOR
CLAYTON-LIBERTY TWP. LIBRARY
5199 IOWA STREET
CLAYTON, IN  46118

GOOD OFFICE SKILLS

COMPUTER LITERATE

15 TO 20 HOURS /WEEK

SATURDAY IN ROTATION

posted photos of her knock-out gorgeous 
hydrangea, full of big blue blossoms this 
summer. She had received it for Mother’s 
Day last year and kept it in the pot on her 
porch to enjoy until frost. From past experi-
ence, she knew it’d never do well planted in 
her garden (she’s also pulled out all of hers), 
so she decided to overwinter it, still potted, 
in the garage as an experiment. This past 
spring, she placed it on the porch where it 
gets a few hours of sunlight daily, gave it 
some time-release fertilizer and kept it wa-
tered. The photo shows the spectacular suc-
cess of this treatment. 

So, I’m going to try this myself. Once I 
decide on which variety to buy, or will it be 
two or three? I’m going to overwinter it/
them in the garage come November. If you 
are like the 99% of gardeners who have 
been disappointed with these hydrangeas, 
I’d say to give it a try. 

Happy Gardening!

In an experiment, the owner of these hydrangeas 
left them in the pot inside over winter and added 
fertilizer this spring to produce these blooms. (Photo 
provided by John Chapin)
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BEHIND THE LENS
A snapshot of Hendricks County photographer and community advocate Tony Gude

Compiled by Catherine Myers

Tony Gude spends his time behind the scenes. By day 
he works in sales for a commercial HVAC company, and in 
his off hours he runs a small business Gudepro Inc., which 
incorporates Gudepro Photography and Video and Studio 
Luxe.

“I am probably known best in the community for do-
ing various projects which attempt to embody what Avon 
is all about, community,” Gude said. “My first project was 

the Town of Avon Lip Dub. This is still one of my favorites 
because I met so many lifelong friends through this one.” 
(Watch the video to Justin Timberlake’s “Can’t Stop the 
Feeling!” at youtube.com/watch?v=nUkrAqsZTMI)

Gude, a longtime Avon resident, moved to the area in 
1996 with his wife of 24 years Jill Gude. They have three 
children, Brody, 22, Brevon, 19 and Brynn, 15. 

In addition to his children and work, he also has a pas-
sion for reptiles, especially snakes. He owns 15 snakes, 
three leopard geckos and a Chinese dragon. 

Gude’s passion for the community makes him the Hen-
dricks County ICON of the Month for July. 

“Although I am a member of the Hendricks County Alli-
ance for Diversity, I enjoy helping people from behind the 
scenes and often shying away from any large affiliations 
if it means that it might take away, even inadvertently, 
from my creativity within the community,” he said. “Bring-
ing people together is a huge deal for me, and I don’t ever 
want to have to change that for anything.”

What do you consider your greatest virtue? Being 
humble. I’ve come from nothing, and I’ve grown 
to understand that I am but a small cog in a vast 
machine. Being humble lets me see things from 
others’ perspectives. It’s not about me. 

What do you most deplore in others? 
Probably people who complain a lot. Having 
a consistent, negative attitude towards 
things that mean very little. When you see 
some of the things I’ve seen, it’s easy to 
realize we’ve got it far better than most. 

What do you like most about living in 
Hendricks County? The people for sure. 

If you had to live elsewhere than in 
Hendricks County, where would it be? 
Outside of Avon, there’s nowhere else I’d 
rather move. I’m sorry town neighbors 
but I love my town too much. 

If you could begin life over,  what 
would you change? Absolutely 
nothing. I live my life always learning 
from mistakes and always learning from 
people who aren’t like me. It’s how we 
grow as people. 

If money were no issue, how would you 
spend it? That’s a good question. I would make 
sure everyone in the world had access to clean 
water, probably. 

What makes you happiest? Being around loved 
ones, but also taking time in solitude. It gives me the 
opportunity to renew my spirit. 

What is your favorite vacation spot? Capetown, South 
Africa, by far!

What do you do with idle time? Smoke a cigar and have 
a glass of bourbon by a campfire. 

What is it that makes you angry? Racism.

What do you do to escape from reality? Journal, saltwater 
floats and picking up my camera and creating weird 

composites. 

Which living person in Hendricks County do you most 
admire? Deputy Police Chief Brian Nugent. 

What is the quality you most like in a man? 
Empathy.

What is the quality you most like in a woman? 
Empathy.

What is your greatest extravagance? Hmmm...
photography equipment or bourbon. 

What are your fears, phobias? Losing one of my 
children.

 
What has been the happiest time of your life? Seeing 
my children born. 

Which talent would you most like to possess? Can 
I replace the word talent with superpower? I would 

want to be able to transfer someone else’s pain, hurt, 
experiences, into someone who doesn’t have the ability to 

see things outside of their own selves. 

What do you most value in your friends? Honesty.

Which historical figure do you most identify 
with? Bugs Bunny (He’s historical, right?)

What is your greatest regret? I have no 
regrets in life. 

What tenet do you live by? Do what makes 
YOU happy, not what someone else tells you 
to do because it makes THEM happy.

ICON of the Month
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Create your own Staycation! 
Hurry in for the best selection!  

Expires 7/31/20

Huge Sale!
Up to 50% off select sets!

Let Wicker Works help design your  
Outdoor Oasis! Largest selection in Indiana!

Independence Day Sale! 30-50% off!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE

70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509
www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available




