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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
ICON is published by Grow 
Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
sponsored by one of our valued 

advertisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers working 
in tandem with Grow Local Media, LLC 
sales representatives. Sponsored content 
may not reflect the views of The Hendricks 
County ICON publisher, editorial staff or 
graphic design team. The Hendricks County 
ICON is devoted to clearly differentiating 
between sponsored content and editorial 
content. Potential advertisers interested in 
sponsored content should call (317) 451-
4088 or email lyla@icontimes.com.

HC
SPONSORED

Hendricks County ICON 
reaches a vast segment 
of our community. 
For information about 
reaching  our readers, 
call Rick Myers at (317) 
451-4088 or email him  
at rick@icontimes.com.

Want to Advertise?
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Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to catch up  

on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com  
and follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories  

and photos that feature and affect you and your community.

School districts respond to decision to keep schools closed
While the announcement to keep Indiana 

K-12 schools closed through the remainder of the 
academic school year was not a surprise to many, 
it was met with emotions from Hendricks County 
educators and students.

On April 2, Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb 
announced an executive order to keep K-12 
schools closed for the academic year to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19. Students will finish their 
school year at home through virtual learning and 
at-home assignments.

“We’re all disheartened to know that we’re 
not going to be able to physically get back 
into school for the remainder of this school 
year. However, we are appreciative of the 
opportunities our students have to continue 
learning at home and for the flexibility. We 

have to graduate seniors who were on track to 
graduate prior to the school closure,” said Danville 
Superintendent Tracey Shafer.

Districts throughout Hendricks County have 
been contacting parents and students to update 
them about the situation.

“Speaking on behalf of all the teachers, 
administrators and support teams, we are 
incredibly disappointed, but we remain 
convinced that this is, without a doubt, the 
right decision,” Plainfield Community School 
Corporation Superintendent Scott Olinger said in 
a letter sent to district families.

myhcicon.com/hendricks-county-districts-
respond-to-indiana-decision-to-keep-k-12-

schools-closed-for-rest-of-the-year

Hendricks County golf courses remain open with restrictions 
Several golf courses in Hendricks County are 

offering a “park and play” option where golfers go 
directly to their cart staging area upon arrival.

West Chase in Brownsburg encourages 
walking but offers carts with mandatory single-
rider use. The clubhouse, restrooms and putting 
green remain closed until the quarantine is lifted.

Deer Creek Golf Club in Clayton is also open 
and has similar strict rules. Golfers must book 
online or pay by phone, and the clubhouse is 
closed. Golfers are also encouraged to walk 
but carts are available for single-rider use only 
(exception is immediate family).

“Each cart is then sanitized and washed down 
after use,” said Derek Carlson, Deer Creek head 
golf professional.

The course has added pool noodles to all 18 
holes so no player has to touch the flagstick.

“We are limiting those touching points,” said 
Carlson. “Golf is the perfect social distancing 
sport. We are doing pre-paid tee times and 
limiting person-to-person contact.”

Prestwick Country Club in Avon is booking 
tee times but is reminding members and public 
guests of the new protocols. One rider and bag 

per cart, the clubhouse is closed, payments over 
the phone or online and the holes are adjusted to 
limit touching.
myhcicon.com/hendricks-county-golf-courses-

open-with-strict-covid-19-restrictions
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Clean-Ups, Mowing, Trimming  
and Power Washing.

Owner/Operator 
317-839-4423

GIBBS LAWN SERVICE

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981
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Kevin Speer, JD
President & CEO
Hendricks Regional Health

A MESSAGE TO 
OUR WEST CENTRAL 
INDIANA NEIGHBORS
 
If there was ever a time to be grateful we live right here, among the strongest, most compassionate 
people we know, this is it.

Words can’t begin to describe how thankful I am for the unflinching commitment of Hendricks Regional 
Health physicians and associates in the fight against COVID-19. Many are working extended shifts and 
stepping up to help however they can. From physicians who’ve opted to be at the hospital 24/7 to both 
serve our patients and protect their loved ones at home ... to nurses and support staff who have created 
new procedures and protocols at a moment’s notice ... to our engineers and technicians who have created 
additional care sites literally overnight ... we are dedicated to our vision of being your indispensable 
healthcare partner.

To that end, we’re making available free, virtual coronavirus screenings via MyVirtualHealthVisit.org.  
Or call our Community Hotline at 317-520-5500 and let us direct you to the most appropriate care.  
You can also find out more and get up-to-date information about COVID-19 at Hendricks.org/coronavirus.

In addition, we’re incredibly grateful for the outpouring of love we’ve received from you, the extraordinary 
people of West Central Indiana. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your cards, notes in 
social media and offers to donate supplies — and for your patience, kindness and continued support in 
the weeks ahead.

In the meantime, we are here for you. Stay home, stay strong and let us know how we can help.  
#WeAreHendricks
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By Stephanie Dolan

At a time when statistics and images of the coronavi-
rus can invoke fear and paranoia, throughout Hendricks 
County men and women work behind the scenes to bring 
calm, order and certainty.

People look out for the county’s residents even when 
they might feel isolated and vulnerable.

Jeff Corder serves as the health department as a public 
preparedness coordinator. He spends his days creating 
plans for situations just like the coronavirus pandemic, in-
cluding coordinating the medical reserve corps. 

To properly respond to public health emergencies like 
COVID-19, at the Hendricks County Health Department 
teams up with the Hendricks County Medical Reserve Corp.

“A lot of our planning in the past was directed at an-
thrax emergencies,” said Corder who previously served 
as a firefighter and paramedic for 26 years at the Browns-
burg Fire Territory. “That’s what the federal government 
kind of saw as our primary response capability. Then they 
started shifting to pandemic flu because of H1N1, and 
that was to set up vaccination clinics.”

In this health pandemic, the Hendricks County Health 
Department serves as the lead agency coordinating efforts.

“I am coordinating all the health and medical resources 
across the county,” Corder said. “Mainly, what my job has 
been the last few days has been getting personal pro-
tective equipment like masks, gowns, face shields and 
gloves, anything that I can get from our strategic national 
stockpile or our health care coalition.” 

Corder gets it in, counted, separated and back out to 
the community including long-term care, assisted living, 
home health care and hospice facilities. 

Corder works with Lisé Crouch, Hendricks County Emer-
gency Management coordinator as incident co-directors. 

“We can’t plan for everything, but we’re trying to be 
proactive,” Corder said, who wants to be ready if and 
when testing kits come out. 

“We want to be ready with a plan if they do drive-thru 
testing and with quarantine shelters,” he said. “We’re plan-
ning for a large-scale event that hopefully won’t happen, 

but we want to be there and be proactive so that if it does 
happen we’re not behind the eight ball.”

This historic event is different from anything Corder has 
ever dealt with. 

“Not just because it’s so large in scale, but because we 
can’t bring a lot of people together, so we’ve had to be a 
little bit creative,” he said.

He’s called town managers to brainstorm how to han-
dle drive-thru testing registrations, and that’s the tip of 
the iceberg. 

“All the health department nurses, and all the medi-
cal reserve corps people, it comes to me, and then I’m 
trying to delegate a lot of this,” he said. “They’ve all been 
extremely helpful.”

That volunteer roster now has 75 people.
“Most of them are FEMA trained,” said Susan Fox, secre-

tary of the medical reserve corps board. “They understand 
the cascade of the chain of command in an event.”

That’s also important because in a large-scale emergen-
cy, towns and counties often go to FEMA for reimburse-
ment of resources, and FEMA examines how many volun-
teers were FEMA trained before the event, Corder said. 

“We try to impress upon the volunteers to get incident 
command and/or national incident management system 
trained,” he said. “That way we know that they have a little 
bit of background knowledge into how things should 
take place along with the incident command structure.”

Despite the title, the Medical Reserve Corps does 
not require volunteers to have a medical or military 

background.
While there are nurses and those with response train-

ing on the team, Tom Stempson, corps board vice presi-
dent, does not have that training. “There’s a place for ev-
erybody,” he said.

Stempson and Corder hope that people will see this 
as a way to help their community. “We want people to 
volunteer in Hendricks County,” Corder said. “We want the 
county to be as independent as possible for as long as 
possible.”

Boosting the volunteer roster would allow Corder to 
complete the plan he has in place of getting people into 
points of dispensing (PODs) when necessary. This could 
involve vaccinating or medicating all 167,000 people in 
Hendricks County in a matter of 48 hours. 

“That’s what my plans are supposed to include,” he said. 
“I’m planning for that. I wanted to make the Medical Re-
serve Corps as big and robust as possible because if we 
had something large, we could pull on this large reserve 
of volunteers.”

The COVID-19 pandemic became real to him when the 
first patient was diagnosed in Hendricks County.

“Then there was the second patient in Avon,” he said. 
“From that day my phone has been ringing off the hook, 
and there’s been a lot of planning. I have had a lot of 
sleepless nights.”

The team wants a roster of volunteers to be ready for 
whatever comes, Fox said. “Check on your neighbors, call 
older people you know,” she said. “If you’re young and 
healthy, go out for others to get groceries.”

Even while staying at home and socially isolating, Hen-
dricks County residents can help reduce mental and phys-
ical stress of their family, friends and neighbors.

“Support each other, encourage each other, and bring 
that service to those in need,” Stempson said. “If we 
work together, that’s the only way we’re all going to get 
through this.” 

To volunteer, visit hendrickscountymrc.org or call (317) 
745-9214.

GETTING TO KNOW JEFF CORDER
Who or what inspires you? 

Ever since I’ve been in the fire service, it’s been 
the need or want to help people. I became a 
paramedic or firefighter. That’s been what’s 
driven me my entire life, that desire to help 
people. 

What did you want to be when you grew up?
I wanted to be a doctor, but I watched 
“Emergency!” and I kind of had that bug for that 
part of it, too.

Top three favorite Hendricks County charities:
Hendricks County Community Foundation has 
a wide net of things they’re involved in. Messiah 
Lutheran Food Pantry is a good, noble cause. 
They’ve been working hard through it at our 
church. And my wife would kill me if I didn’t 
mention the Hendricks County Humane Society.

Do you have pets? 
Yes, Molly the dog and Pete the cat.

Do you have a favorite movie? 
“It’s a Wonderful Life”

Jeff Corder serves at the health department as a public preparedness 
coordinator and works behind the scenes planning and responding 
to events like the coronavirus pandemic. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

Behind the scenes, Jeff Corder coordinates 
Hendricks County’s pandemic response
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Your Local Dealer Since 1972

AVON LOCATION

www.AvonInventory.com
317-991-4799

Multi Point Inspection
Guaranteed Auto Financing

Warranties Available

GREAT CARS
LOW PRICES

2019 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LT

Stk.#P14415, 34,137 miles

$17,786

2019 HYUNDAI
ACCENT SE

Stk.#P14254, 29,142 miles

$12,429

2015 JEEP
RENEGADE LATITUDE

Stk.#P14400, 81,030 miles

$13,197

2017 CHEVROLET
TRAX LS SUV

Stk.#P14197, 24,095 miles

$11,867

2019 NISSAN
FRONTIER CREW

Stk.#P14333, 30,879 miles

$20,833

2015 GMC
YUKON DENALI

Stk.#L20083A, 101,395 miles

$29,821

2014 MAZDA
CX-5 GT

Stk.#P14416, 30,370 miles

$24,399

2017 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LT

Stk.#P14382, 35,353 miles

$18,399

2014 CADILLAC
XTS PREMIUM

Stk.#L19869A, 141,253 miles

$10,497

2017 VOLKSWAGEN
JETTA 1.4T S

Stk.#P14384, 46,699 miles

$13,049

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE LT

Stk.#L19750A, 138,536 miles

$10,497

2012 FORD
F-150 SUPERCREW

Stk.#P14109A, 142,479 miles

$13,894

4x4

By Gus Pearcy

Brownsburg’s Country Harmony is adapt-
ing to the COVID-19 economic restrictions. 
The business closed the indoor gift shop 
but is still operating its outdoor garden 
center. In an announcement made on the 
northside business’ Facebook page, custom-
ers are encouraged to take advantage of 
curbside pickup. 

Almost all Hendricks County businesses 
are making similar changes.

Avon Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director 
Tom Downard expects a 
quick return of the local 
economy after the threat 
of the coronavirus passes. 
The chamber sent a sur-
vey to all members asking 
how the restrictions have 
affected their business. 

Downard said 50 members responded, and 
while it’s not scientific, it likely is similar 
throughout Hendricks County.

“A large majority of our members have 
changed their hours, at a minimum. Some 
have closed completely,” Downard said. 
“They’re in fear of losing their workers long 
term.”

The workforce shortage before the pan-
demic was a problem for many businesses. 
Now that businesses have had to furlough 
employees, owners are concerned the em-
ployees may not return because they found 
a better job at Amazon or other employers 
hiring during the outbreak.

Downard suggested when the crisis is 
over some companies may find that remote 
workers can continue working at home and 
businesses might need less space.

Some mom and pop businesses have 
confided that they will not be returning, 
said Brad DuBois, president and CEO of the 
Plainfield Chamber of Commerce.

“Now all of a sudden she had to file for 
unemployment, first time in her life,” he 
heard from one of his members. “People 
like that, your heart just breaks for them be-
cause you know they’ve put their heart and 

soul into this business, now extraordinary 
circumstances take them out.”

Many distribution cen-
ters continue to push 
products out, especially 
the pharmaceutical ware-
houses, he said. But, like 
everywhere across the 
state, hotels and restau-
rants have shuttered and 
laid off all employees. Still, 
DuBois believes the econ-
omy will return.

“They’ll bounce back, maybe not to the 
same level, maybe to a better level; who 
knows?” DuBois said about small business 
owners. “That’s the one thing about this 
whole thing, when all the bleeding is done, 
there are going to be some vacuums, and 
those vacuums are going to fill with some-
thing.”

Danville Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Kelly DiBenedetto, 
who just came on board 
in December, said she has 
been helping members 
apply for small business 
loans and helping them 
find child care.

To rally the town and 
help small businesses by encouraging cus-
tomers to still shop or eat local, the cham-
ber started the #WeAreDanvilleIN cam-
paign. She sees many Danville businesses 
trying to think of new ways to serve custom-
ers. However, she has not heard of any local 
businesses that will close permanently.

“They’re optimistic, I think, but realistic,” 
she said. 

The chambers are directing members to 
resources available through their websites 
and social media pages. For now, the local 
business owners are waiting to see how this 
quarantine resolves.

“It’ll definitely look different,” Downard 
added. “We’ll adapt, whatever that change 
is. Small business has always and will always 
be the backbone (of the economy). They’ll 
figure it out.”

SPECIAL REPORT – COVID-19
Presented by

Local small businesses 
adapt to new norms 

Downard

Dubois

DiBenedetto
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We’re here for you
      to keep the lights on.

Throughout these challenging times, 
Hendricks Power Cooperative is 
taking steps to make sure we’re here 
for you. 
Although it’s not business as usual, our focus 
is to keep your life as normal as possible. As 
public health recommendations and mandates 
continue to evolve, Hendricks Power will 
continue adjusting to meet your needs. 

Please continue to visit www.hendrickspower.
com and our social media channels for 
updates. We’re here for you. 

COMMUNITY

High seniors coping without 
milestones to cap careers

By Stephanie Dolan

Lexi Tuttle, 18, is a senior at Avon High 
School. She enjoys volleyball, and she loves 
hanging out with her friends. She hasn’t 
been able to interact with her friends in per-
son for several weeks and won’t since Indi-
ana schools will not reopen this school year 
and learning shifted to online. 

“I definitely want to see people now,” 
she said in an interview before the school 
closure was announced. “I’m tired of just 
sitting in the house, and I would like to see 
my friends. My friends and I didn’t know 
that the Friday we went home from school 
would be the last time we’d see each other 
for awhile.”

This leaves a lot of seniors, including 
Tuttle, wondering about milestones such 
as graduation. With no school, prom will be 
canceled.

“I haven’t heard anything yet,” she said. 
“I think everyone is just waiting as far as I 
know. The last update we got was they were 
talking about it, but it was still scheduled 
as normal. But, things have changed since 
then.”

Tuttle said that, while she has looked for-
ward to prom, she enjoyed going last year 
and wouldn’t be as disappointed over miss-
ing that as much as she would graduation.

“I would like to get my diploma handed 
to me if at all possible,” she said.

“It is very disappointing to me espe-
cially to think of not having a commence-
ment ceremony,” said Tuttle’s mother, Kerry. 
“We’ve worked for this as a family for 12 
years, and we’ve looked forward to that day. 
Prom is also very disappointing, but I think 
there are ways still when this is all over to 
have a celebration for her and her friends, 
but the experience of commencement can’t 
be duplicated.”

Stacey Moore of Avon Community School 
Corporation said that she yet had no update 
on the cancellation of these events even 
given the governor’s announcement that all 
in-person classes were to be cancelled for 
the rest of the year.

Brownsburg High School recently told 
junior and senior families the May 2 prom 
is canceled. The district is waiting as long 
as possible to decide whether to hold com-
mencement on the scheduled June 6 event 
or possibly reschedule after. 

Plainfield High School principal Mel 

Siefert said, “Given the current situation, 
we have no option but to cancel this year’s 
prom. … On behalf of your class sponsors, 
your teachers and administrators, we are 
united in our commitment to ensuring your 
safety, while appreciating the disappoint-
ments you are experiencing.”

Northwest Hendricks cancelled prom 
but have not yet made a decision on com-
mencement. Seniors on track to graduate 
will receive diplomas, and students can 
reach out to staff with questions, said Su-
perintendent Scott Syverson. 

“We understand that our seniors have 
sacrificed many milestones of their senior 
year and we will continue to monitor the 
situation and how all of this may impact 
commencement,” he said. “We will wait as 
long as possible before making a decision 
on commencement.”

Danville has canceled both events but 
still hopes to have a graduation.

“We are currently discussing alternative 
options for graduation and hope to finalize 
plans soon,” said communications coordi-
nator Ashton Brellenthin. “We are so proud 
of our seniors and want to celebrate their 
achievements to the best of our ability.” 

Avon senior Lexi Tuttle poses with her dress that she 
got for prom that is no longer happening.  
(Photo by Eric Tuttle)

SPECIAL REPORT – COVID-19
Presented by
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Use these websites to track the coronavirus, gather information

The Hendricks County ICON has 
compiled a list of medical websites 
for research and peace of mind at this 
difficult time.

LOCAL
• Hendricks County Health 

Department: co.hendricks.in.us
• Town of Avon:  

avongov.org/department/index.
php?structureid=111

• Town of Plainfield:  
townofplainfield.com

• Town of Danville:  
Danvilleindiana.org

• Town of Brownsburg:  
Brownsburg.org

• Hendricks Regional Health: 
hendricks.org/coronavirus

• IU Health West Hospital:  
iuhealth.org/find-locations/ 
iu-health-west-hospital

• IU Health free coronavirus 
screening: iuhealth.org/news-
hub/iu-health-virtual-clinic-offers-
free-coronavirus-screening

STATE
• Indiana State Department of 

Health: coronavirus.in.gov
NATIONAL

• The Mayo Clinic: newsnetwork.
mayoclinic.org/category/
covid-19/

• The Cleveland Clinic: 
my.clevelandclinic.org/landing/
preparing-for-coronavirus

• Johns Hopkins:  
hopkinsmedicine.org/coronavirus

ABOUT THE VIRUS

SYMPTOMS

PREVENTION

WHO IS AT RISK?

CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019
(COVID-19)

The virus causes a mild to severe 
respiratory illness. How the virus 

spreads isn’t yet fully known.
It’s likely spread through:  

Droplets of fluid that a 
person coughs or

sneezes into the air

If you’ve been to a place 
where people have been 

sick with this novel 
coronavirus, you are at 

risk for infection.

Call your 
health care 
provider if:

Touching a surface with 
virus on it and then 

touching your mouth,
nose or eyes

Wash your hands or 
use an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer often.

Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose 

and mouth.

Clean surfaces
often with 

disinfectant.

DON’T have 
contact with people 

who are sick.

1.
You’ve been in close 

contact with a person 
known to have novel 
coronavirus AND you 
have a fever, cough or 2.

You have these 
symptoms and you live 

in or have recently 
traveled from an area 

with ongoing spread of 
novel coronavirus

Incubation
time period

None 
to mild

Fever Cough Trouble 
breathing

Severe respiratory 
illness and in some 

cases, death

2-14
days

By Gus Pearcy

With the excess of time and the overload 
of information, which websites can you de-
pend on for the right, unbiased, apolitical 
information on tracking the coronavirus? 
This pandemic changes constantly and the 
need to find the right sources of informa-
tion is critical for making decisions. Please 
verify rumors or claims made by users on 
social media. They may or may not be reli-
able. Verify when possible and stay calm 
and stay home as much as possible.

Here are important sites to gather accu-
rate information:

CDC.gov
This is the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention from the United States govern-
ment. Front and center is a link to the latest 
on the disease COVID-19. The site contains 
a wealth of updated information about 
protection, symptoms and resources for the 
community. A map also depicts the spread 
of the disease and is updated daily.

who.int
This is the official website for the World 

Health Organization and a great resource 
for a global view of the pandemic. In fact, 
the WHO is the organization calling this a 
pandemic. The WHO answers several inter-
national questions. It is helpful to watch 

how other countries are dealing with the 
novel coronavirus because they are about 
two to three weeks ahead of the United 
States. There is also a list of media resources 
trusted by the WHO.

coronavirus.IN.gov
This is the Indiana State Department of 

Health with local information about how 
the virus is affecting Indiana and Hoosiers. 
This is updated at least once a day and is 
quickly becoming a go to resource for the 
number of positive cases in each county. 
There is also an interactive bot to help find 
answers to questions. Sign up for updates 
by submitting an email address.

Local health systems
All of the major health providers have links 

to their own coronavirus resource pages. 
Many have  virtual screening tests patients 
can use to first see if a COVID-19 test is 
needed.

SPECIAL REPORT – COVID-19
Presented by

 (Graphic courtesy of Hendricks Regional Health)
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Don’t pay  

your auto insurance yet 

Your local ERIE 
agent may be  
able to help you 
save big with:

• Multi-Car Discounts 
• Pay Plan Discount  
• First Accident Forgiveness1

1Available after policyholder has been insured with ERIE for three years. Available immediately in North Carolina and with the ERIE 
RateProtect SM policy in New York.

Discounts subject to eligibility criteria and rates and rules in effect at the time of purchase. Erie Insurance Exchange, Erie Insurance Co., 
Erie Insurance Property & Casualty Co. and Erie Family Life Insurance Co. (Erie, PA) or Erie Insurance Co. of New York (Rochester, NY).  
Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and product details. S1041JDP 09/19 © 2019 Erie Indemnity Company

Erie Insurance received the highest score in the J.D. Power 2013-2019 Insurance 
Shopping Satisfaction Studies of customers’ satisfaction among recent purchasers 
with their auto insurance company. Visit jdpower.com/awards 

“Highest Satisfaction 
with the Auto 

Insurance Purchase 
Experience” 

7 Years in a Row!

Wade Mantooth
Mantooth Insurance Agency
7378 Business Cntr Dr Ste 100 
Avon, IN 46123-8662
Fax: 317-272-8085
317-272-1010
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Churches serve with joy and find good through outbreak restrictions
By Gus Pearcy

In a time when the need for fellowship and 
spiritual comfort is in high demand, through 
technology, area churches have worked to 
maintain connections and even reach those 
who don’t usually attend church on the 
weekends.

To comply with health directives, all Hen-
dricks County churches are closed for Sunday 
services. Most are holding online worship 
services.

Brownsburg Seventh Day Adventist 
Church has posted a warning on its website 
calling it a “Code Red” and that the church is 
closed until further notice.

“In the interest of social distancing, our 
church services will be online on Sabbath 
morning,” the church’s Facebook site posted. 
“Message us for details.”

Mary Queen of Peace Catholic Church in 
Danville offers online mass and tried to do a 
drive-thru confessional, but due to current 
stay-at-home restrictions, were required to 
cancel.

Father Mike Fritsch had planned to sit be-
hind a glass storm door at the rectory and 
have parishioners speak to him through a 
phone, but the Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
directed all churches not to do that. 

As the pandemic worsened, the church 

had to close the sanctuary.
“No one’s still quite sure how long this 

virus lives in the air or on objects such as 
hymn books or pews,” Fritsch said. “So, 

hopefully, spiritual growth.
Other churches are taking full advantage 

and shining a light in the darkness and con-
necting people, even if it’s digitally through 
weekend worship services complete with 
live online chats, worship and prayer nights 
throughout the week and daily devotions 
through social media or texting. Others have 
increased food pantry supplies and dona-
tions to serve those in need.

Connection Pointe Christian Church pastor 
John Dickerson wrote a letter asking church-
es remain open for online services, and Gov. 
Eric Holcomb quoted it when announcing 
that churches were essential in this time of 
pandemic. The church is one of 15 that have 
teamed up to purchase 200,000 N-95 masks 
that will be distributed to Indy-area hospitals.

The Branches Community Church pastor 
Alex Hershey has posted live devotions on 
Facebook daily. 

Amy Michelle Lee posted on Hershey’s 
Facebook page, grateful for the time and op-
portunity to learn from fellow church leaders 
during time away from physical buildings.

“I may not get to join all of them, but this 
week I have been joining Alex Hershey[‘s] 
study 1 Peter and it has been great!”  she 
posted. “We don’t get to learn from each 
other often, so this is a great opportunity to 
do so.”

unfortunately the churches 
themselves are closed as they 
were back in the Middle Ages 
during the Black Plague.”

The church has dealt with 
plagues and outbreaks of 
disease before, Fritch said, 
citing massive deaths in Eu-
rope during the Black Plague 
and the Spanish Flu of 1918, 
when 675,000 people in the 
U.S. succumbed to the illness.

“This is very, very serious, 
and people need to take it 
very seriously,” he said. “How-
ever, we’re going to come out 
of this a lot better than 1918.”

At press time Fritsch was 
waiting for instruction to lead through Holy 
Week and Easter.

He added the bright points of this situa-
tion are families spending time together and, 

Father Sean Danda practices before a live stream mass for  
St. Malachy Catholic Church. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)



April 10, 2020
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com

10

We love our Hendricks County 
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HISTORY finds

By Deanna Hindsley, Hendricks County Museum board member

Right Near Danville, Officers Find Still: This was a real headline in the 
Danville Republican in 1923. 

Here’s the rest of the story paraphrased:
Another still was added to the already numerous collections of the 

sheriff, Sunday afternoon, from the home of (name withheld to protect 
innocent descendants) northwest of town. No liquor was found.

Sheriff Clark (coincidental, but no relation to our present sheriff) was 
called, on an assertion that a man was intoxicated. The sheriff had al-
ready had a tip that a still was being operated, and he was awaiting a fa-
vorable time to raid the place. He arrived and arrested the owner on the 
charge of intoxication.

Prosecutor Hume provided a search warrant, the house was searched 
and a small still was found unassembled and not in use at the time. A 
complete description of the still followed, but I don’t want to inspire any 
readers!

The still was put in the storeroom at the courthouse.
He was arraigned before Esquire Kennedy but pled not guilty to in-

toxication since the affidavit did not state what hour he was drunk. The 
charge of having a still in his possession stood. 

He seemed very angry.

Prohibition display records arrest

The Hendricks County Museum collects, preserves and interprets items related to Hen-
dricks County history. The Hendricks County ICON will feature these items to help edu-
cate readers on the county’s history and give a glimpse inside the Danville museum’s 
walls. Hendricks County Museum is located at 170 S. Washington St., Danville. They 
offer tours 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays from March through December and 
host special events. For more information visit hendrickscountymusuem.org.

Utility companies team up to help the  
Hendricks County community during COVID-19

By Lindsay Doty 

Duke Energy and Hendricks Power Cooperative both strive to pro-
vide safe, reliable power in the area. While their customers don’t over-
lap, their passion for the Hendricks County commu-
nity does, especially in a time of need.

“Over the years we have jointly volunteered our 
time, made contributions, and provided in-kind sup-
port to our communities simply because it’s the right 
thing to do,” said Dana Cochran, director of marketing 
and member engagement at Hendricks Power Coop-
erative. 

That bond was reinforced last month with the COV-
ID-19 quarantine. Cochran teamed up with her coun-
terpart at Duke Energy, Jean Renk, and they got on the phone. 

“We had both been speaking with multiple not-for-profits in the 
area and knew needs were immediate. We jointly made a call to the 
Hendricks County Community Foundation, hoping to lean on their 

expertise and advice,” she said.
Together, they were able to repurpose a dormant relief fund that was 

originally established after Sept. 11. Both power companies quickly made 
commitments as the Hendricks County Community Foundation (HCCF) 

worked to add funds and make the first round of dis-
tributions. “As utility companies, we recognize that we 
are only as strong as our community and the need to 
support our customers is necessary,” said Jean Renk, 
manager of government and community relations at 
Duke Energy.  

The All In, Hendricks County Rapid Response Fund 
will support human services organizations and the indi-
viduals and families they serve who are affected direct-
ly and indirectly by the COVID-19 coronavirus. The fund 

was launched with a $24,000 donation from the HCCF, along with $5,000 
each from Hendricks Power Cooperative and Duke Energy Foundation. 

As part of the launch, more than $23,000 in grants were made by HCCF 
on March 20 to some local organizations, including Fam-
ily Promise/Stability Builders Network, Hendricks County 
Food Pantry Coalition and Meals on Wheels Hendricks 
County, to name a few. The foundation continues to seek 
donations from other organizations and individuals to 
support the fund.

“These are uncertain times and Duke Energy wants to 
support our friends and neighbors,” said Renk.

For the utilities, teaming up was a no brainer. 
“We do not see boundaries as it comes to the health 

and safety of Hendricks County in its entirety,” said Renk.
“We should always be learning from one another, but 

my hope is that this situation will instill a greater sense 
of responsibility and consideration for others. This is not 
a time to be selfish. It is a time for those who are in a po-
sition to help, to really step up,” said Cochran.

In addition to the All In, Hendricks County Rapid Response 
Fund, the community foundation has launched a survey of 
direct service organizations to identify critical needs, resource 
gaps and the best approach to disseminating the emergen-
cy funds with the appropriate sense of urgency.

Given the evolving nature of this situation, the fund 
will be designed to be flexible and efficient in quickly 
getting funds to organizations serving those in need in 
the weeks ahead.

“The community foundation feels an obligation to 
respond to the effects of this pandemic on our neigh-
bors,” said William Rhodehamel, HCCF president and 
CEO. “These organizations are best positioned to help, 
and this is the first step in meeting the pressing needs of 
those affected by COVID-19 in our county. We look for-
ward to working with the Duke Energy Foundation, Hen-
dricks Power Cooperative, and others in our community 
to ease the burden of this health crisis on our residents.”

Learn more about and give to the All In, Hendricks Coun-
ty Rapid Response Fund at the Hendricks County Commu-
nity Foundation website: hendrickscountycf.org.

All of your eye care needs taken care of right here in Avon since 1992
• Over 10,000 “no shot, no stitch, no patch” cataract surgeries • Injections for macular degeneration and diabetes

Whippleeyecenter.com • 317.272.2020
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Dr. Daniel Spitzberg, 
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Plainfield Cub Scouts graduate to Boy Scout
Cub Scout Pack 394 from Plainfield and St. Susanna schools recently 

completed their Arrow of Light ceremony to bridge over to Boy Scouts. The 
Blue and Gold Arrow of Light ceremony took place on March 7 at St. Susanna.

The fifth grade boys celebrated their Cub Scout accomplishments and 
plan to continue their scouting experiences with BSA Troop 394.

Legislators cite help available to workers 
impacted by COVID-19

Hendricks County legislators are encouraging Hoosier workers and small 
businesses impacted by the coronavirus pandemic to access recently-
expanded state and federal resources for help. Under Indiana’s current stay-
at-home order, many businesses deemed not essential have laid off staff or 
cannot pay employees while they are shut down.

Gov. Eric Holcomb has expanded unemployment coverage to those 
impacted, including Hoosiers whose work hours were reduced, those under 
medical quarantine and employees who cannot continue to work because 
of a lack of child care options. 

According to State Rep. Greg Steuerwald, Indiana waived the one-week 
waiting period for payment of unemployment benefits, and it is retroactive 
to March 8. Qualified claimants can typically receive benefits for up to 26 
weeks, but this has been extended by an additional 13 weeks. 

“The state is working to streamline processes and get families the help 
they need,” Steuerwald said. “As Hoosiers do their part to control the spread 
of this virus, it’s important to expand resources and offer flexibility.”

The Indiana Department of Workforce Development indicates that 
Hoosiers should file for unemployment insurance if their employment 
has been interrupted or ended due to COVID-19, and their claim will be 
evaluated. Individuals must apply for benefits online at Unemployment.
IN.gov. For questions, the state asks individuals to review the frequently 
asked questions, the claimant 
handbook or the online video 
tutorials before calling the helplin, 
(800) 891-6499.

Due to the action of the federal 
government, unemployed workers 
who file and are approved will see an 
extra $600 per week for four months.

HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE
State Bank of Lizton serves Hendricks County  

for a more than century

By Ken Sebree

It is rare to find a local business serving a com-
munity for more than 100 years, but the State Bank 
of Lizton is an exception. 

In 1910 a group of farmers and business owners 
in northwest Hendricks County came together to 
discuss the need for a local bank in their communi-
ty. The nearest bank was in Brownsburg, which may 
not seem far away to us now, but in those days it 
could take most of the day to travel from Lizton to 
Brownsburg and back.

This group of forward-thinking business people 
soon planned to charter a new bank in Lizton. Locals 
eagerly became investors, and soon the State Bank 
of Lizton was chartered and opened for business. 

During the next 50 years there was not much 
growth in the area, and farming was the chief oc-
cupation. However, the bank endured both world 
wars and the Great Depression. Interstate 74 was 
constructed in the 1970s and passed very near the 
Town of Lizton. With the improvements in trans-
portation, the Lizton area began a housing growth 
spurt that still continues.

As the community has grown, so has State Bank 
of Lizton. With nine full service locations through-
out Hendricks and Boone counties, the bank offers 

a full range of financial services to its customers. 
From its humble beginnings more than a century 

ago, State Bank of Lizton has grown to now handle 
$515 million of assets, along with total deposits of 
$435 million, ranking it as a mid-size bank.

As a member of FDIC, State Bank of Lizton is now 
ranked as the 27th largest bank in Indiana with 
almost 100 employees and an A financial health 
rating. With their headquarters still in Lizton, they 
serve the financial needs of the community with 
banking hours six days a week and electronic bank-
ing 24 hours a day.

State Bank of Lizton takes pride in the fact that it 
is locally owned and operated even though other 
local banks have been acquired by the large out-of-
state financial institutions. After 110 years of local 
ownership, this bank continues to serve the finan-
cial needs of people throughout Hendricks County.

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect and resident of 
Hendricks County for well over 40 years. Contact him at 
ken@sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

The State Bank of Lizton has served Hendricks County for more than a century.  (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

Cub Scout Pack 394 and their leaders had a promotion ceremony in early March. They 
included Scouts Max Phelps (front left), Jonas Barnes, Ethan Fippen, Chris Andres, 
Andrew Gerhart, Joey Rowland and Eli Gessner and leaders Jennie Rowland (back left), 
Chuck Fippen, Jason Rowland. (Submitted photo)
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Spring Special 
0% interest for 36 months or  
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Offer ends May 15, 2020

We can’t wait to hear from you,  
we’re all ears!

(317) 839-5877
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Bassettservices.com  
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about our service!
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By Stephanie Dolan

Shoppers have a few coupons and some 
are  stocking up. Some might call it stockpil-
ing if they pick up four or five cans of beans 
and a few jars of mayo. They know they will 
eventually use these items, and they don’t 
take up all the space in the pantry.

Then there are those who run through the 
aisles, taking full cases of dry and canned 
goods, along with several packages of toilet 
paper. All for one, maybe two, people.

The selfish act of hoarding detrimentally 
impacts other members of the community 
and has grocery stores limiting how much 
shoppers can purchase when it comes to 
meat, toilet paper, acetaminophen and other 
shelf staples.

COVID-19 spread caught a lot of people off 
guard. There could be, or would have been, 
plenty of everything for everyone at the su-
permarket had everyone had taken a breath 
and remembered quarantine is temporary 
and the world revolves around more than 
one person. 

It’s imperative to live together peacefully 
as we stay apart for everyone’s safety. Here 
are a few tips for stocking up mindfully when 
shoppers venture out to the store.

“We are always encouraging folks to make 
sure they have an emergency kit and to be 
prepared,” said Duchess Adjei, regional com-
munications director for the American Red 

Cross. “In terms of creating a plan, you should 
make sure you discuss preparedness with 
your household, so you can all decide how 
best to respond to emergencies. Also, iden-
tify responsibilities of each member of the 
house and then make sure you practice as 
many elements of your plan as possible.”

It’s good to build an emergency kit over 
time, she said. This could be for a three-day 
evacuation or for a two-week supply at home.

“We’re encouraging folks to follow those 
guidelines from grocery stores,” she said. 
“Food, particularly nonperishable items that 
are easy to prepare, also, a flashlight and a 
battery-powered or hand-cranked radio, es-
pecially if you don’t have batteries.”

Adjei said that, right now, there isn’t a big 
supply of batteries in stores either.

“A first aid kit is a great idea,” she said. “Ac-
cidents happen at home, and that is a must 
as well as medication. A two-week supply of 
meds and sanitation and personal hygiene 
items as well are all great.”

Adjei said that preparedness is something 
in which the Red Cross is always encouraging 
people to participate.

“Whether we’re in a COVID-19 situation 
where we don’t know how long this will last, 
having a kit all the time is really important,” 
she said. “Get a kit. Make a plan. Be informed. 
Having a kit with some of those key items is 
important.”

How to sensibly stock up 
during stay-at-home order

Customers crowded lines at Meijer in Plainfield to stock up on supplies before restaurants closed for dine-in 
and the shelter in place order went into effect. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

SPECIAL REPORT – COVID-19
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Stay healthy  
and strong, 

Avon!
For Town of Avon  

updates on COVID-19,  
please visit Avongov.org
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HCCF & Community Partners Respond to COVID-19

We’re All In This Together
The Hendricks County Community Foundation, Duke Energy 
Foundation, and Hendricks Power Cooperative have joined forces to 
support local nonprofits, families, and individuals directly affected by 
the COVID-19 coronavirus.

We’ve created the All In, Hendricks County Rapid Response Fund, 
named for Visit Hendricks County’s new focus on the many positive 
things happening here in Hendricks County.

Launched with a $24,000 donation from the Hendricks County 
Community Foundation along with $5,000 each from the Duke 
Energy Foundation and Hendricks Power Cooperative, the fund 
symbolizes our county’s unity and willingness to support our 
neighbors in need. It’s designed to be flexible and efficient, so we 
can quickly get funds to where they’re needed. We began by making 
grants to local organizations that are best positioned to help.

The need is great, but we’re fortunate to live and work in a generous 
county.  You can make gifts to this fund through our website at www.
hendrickscountycf.org. Go All In, Hendricks County and help us help 
those in need in our community.

Add your support to the All In, Hendricks County 
Rapid Response Fund at hendrickscountycf.org.

We’ve already 
made $23,700 in 
COVID-19 Rapid 
Response Grants

To launch the 
All In, Hendricks County 

Rapid Response Fund,
 we made grants to the 
following organizations 

on March 20:

$10,000 Family Promise/
Stability Builders Network

familypromisehendrickscounty.org

$2,500 Hendricks County Food 
Pantry Coalition 

hendrickscountyfoodpantries.com

$2,200 Meals on Wheels 
Hendricks County 

hendricks.org/mealsonwheels

$1,500 Hope Healthcare 
Services 

myhopehealth.org

$1,500 Hendricks Regional 
Health YMCA 

indymca.org

$1,500 Hendricks County 
Senior Services 

hcseniors.org

$1,500 Sheltering Wings 
shelteringwings.org

$1,500 Susie’s Place 
susiesplace.org

$1,500 Sycamore Services
sycamoreservices.com/
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INSIDE THE VIRTUAL CLASSROOM
Hendricks County teachers take on distance learning 

Three at-home learning tips for par-
ents from Avon teacher Sarah Tuttle:

1. Do what you can, when you can.
2. Have your kids take breaks. Don’t 

expect them to just sit there and 
get it all done at once.

3. Let them be kids. When this is all 
said and done, kids might not 
remember everything that they 
learned during this virtual time, 
but they will remember how we 
as teachers and parents treated 
them. 

By Lindsay Doty 

Sarah Tuttle, a third grade teacher at Syca-
more Elementary in Avon, uses Zoom, a vid-
eo conferencing service, to give her students 
a math lesson.

“I record myself using Zoom teaching a 
new concept, and Zoom has a digital interac-
tive whiteboard enabled in it, so I don’t have 
to have anything else like a dry erase marker.”

The Avon Community School Corpora-
tion is using Schoology, a virtual learning 
service, where teachers can post lessons and 
students can access their work. Teachers also 
use websites and online tools.

“For science or social studies, I have been 
using Discovery education, mystery science 
and BrainPOP. They have videos and activities 
that the students can complete,” said Tuttle. 

It’s part of the new normal for students, 
teachers and parents after Hendricks County 
schools closed last month due to COVID-19 
concerns. The new distance learning at home 
means more technology and lots of adjust-
ments. While many local districts are relying 
on online resources, they’re still providing 
the paper packet option for those who don’t 
have access to the internet. 

For Tuttle, 17 of her third-graders are com-
pleting their work online. The other three 
requested traditional paper options. 

“I already had used a decent amount of 
technology in my classroom, so my students 
were used to the format of a lot of what we 
were doing,” she said. 

During the adjustment, many local teach-
ers are also turning to technology to connect 
with their classrooms beyond lessons. 

Beka Collins, a kindergarten teacher at 
White Lick Elementary with the Brownsburg 
Community School Corporation has become 
a regular on Zoom, catching up with her 
young students (and sometimes noisy sib-
lings) via virtual chats. 

“We greet everyone with smiles, waves 
and a song. Next, is share time. Since being 
home, our topic is usually something that 
has brought them joy since the last time we 
met,” said Collins, who includes a virtual read-
aloud and Friday morning dance party to 
keep students engaged.  

“I turn on a fun song and we all dance, sing 
and laugh together.  Zooming with my stu-
dents has been a highlight of the quarantine.”

The biggest challenge so far has been stay-
ing in touch with students who have little or 
no internet access, she said.

“I have made phone calls, so that helps, 
but there is something special about all of 
the students seeing and hearing one another 
in a Zoom meeting,” said Collins. 

Local districts will be evaluating lesson 
plans and how they approach at-home learn-
ing, Zoom and more going forward into 
uncharted territory during the COVID-19 
quarantine. 

Meanwhile, parents accustomed to send-
ing their children to school are also adjust-
ing to life as a homeschooler. Educators offer 
some tips during the changes. 

“My biggest tips for moving forward are to 
do whatever you can to keep relationships 
with your kids at the front of your teaching. 
These are unprecedented times, and kids 
need to know that we as teachers are still 
there for them,” said Tuttle. 

“Be patient,” said Collins. “Be patient with 
your children, teachers and school. This is 
all uncharted territory, and we’re working to 
stay connected and finish out the school year 
strong.”

Collins encourages parents to establish a 
routine and try to get school activities and 
lessons completed in the morning to free up 
time for creative projects and play in the day.

Set aside for movement breaks, and keep 
the bedtime schedule. 

“Enjoy the extra time you get to spend 
with your child,” she said. “Play games to-
gether, read together and snuggle up for a 
family movie.”

Beka Collins, a kindergarten teacher at White Lick Elementary with BCSC, sits at her home computer to Zoom 
chat with her young students. She uses the online tools to teach students and let them connect and share 
socially. (Photo provided by Beka Collins)
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By Gus Pearcy

All four town police chiefs and the Hen-
dricks County Sheriff’s Office report no 
increase in crime during the stay-at-home 
order given by Gov. Eric Holcomb.

Cpt. Amanda Goings of the sheriff’s de-
partment has seen a few more car break ins 
and reminds residents to lock vehicles and to 
not leave valuables in them.

At the jail, more precautions are in effect 
including extra cleaning and taking tem-
peratures of all people entering the facility, 
including employees.

“We have been screening all new jail in-
takes since Dec. 29, 2019 and recently updat-
ed our screening for fever, cough, sore throat, 
runny nose and nasal congestion,” Goings 
said. “All inmates are provided bar soap for 
frequent handwashing.”

Avon Police Chief Sean Stoops said in 

March 2019, the department answered 1,427 
calls for service. This March, the call count 
was estimated to be 1,000. 

“Currently, we do not see an increasing 
trend in calls for service, and our types of 
crimes also appear to be about the same as 
in the past,” Stoops said. 

Some changes include halting employ-
ment fingerprinting, vehicle identification 
number checks and non-emergency lock-
outs, Stoops said. 

Chiefs Joe Aldridge of Plainfield and Jo-
seph Grimes of Brownsburg both report no 
increase in crime.

Danville Police Department’s new Chief 
Jim Hilton said his community has not seen 
any increase in crime.

“Fingers crossed we don’t see an increase 
either,” Hilton said. “The good citizens of Dan-
ville seem to be doing well in this unfamiliar 
time we currently live in.”

Local law reports show no increase 
in crime during pandemic

PROTECTION YOU CAN TRUST, FROM THE FAMILY THAT CARES!
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Humor: An exercise in gratitude
By Gus Pearcy

Have you ever had somebody tell you look 
like so and so? Not a famous person, I mean 
a regular citizen. 

It happened to me a few weeks ago. I 
traipse in and out of this office for over 
a year, and one of the clerks says you are 
the spitting image of Vince Hollingsworth. 
I played it cool and smiled. I said, “I feel 
sorry for him.” Chuckled and went on my 
merry way.

As soon as I get back to my computer, 
guess what I did? Yup, went cyberstalking. 
He was easy to find on Facebook. There he 
smiled. Despite blonde hair and a better 
mustache, I could see a resemblance. 

Truth be told, this had happened to me 
before. In high school, my buddy was pass-
ing through an airport in Ireland and saw 
someone he said looked eerily similar to me. 
I think it was the combination of “eerily” and 

“looks like you” that put me off of this com-
parison. He showed me a photo he took and 
I honestly didn’t think the subject looked 
like me.

But Vince was different. I could see how 
people would say that. I began to wonder 
about resemblance. What if I lost 30 pounds? 
Would Vince still look like me? Were there 
innate features shared by Vince and me oth-
er than we were both overweight?

We do have the squinty-eye feature. Vince, 
however, does not have “worm lips.” Oh, 
that’s a phrase that a college co-ed told one 
of her friends as to why she wouldn’t go out 
with me. “He has worm lips.” I smile when I 
tell that story, but it obviously had an impact 
on my psyche that I remember to this day.

Vince is musical. I like that. He seems to 
have a good life, according to his Facebook 
posts. Isn’t it funny how I’ve jumped from 

looks to lifestyle? While this makes me a 
great candidate for psychoanalysis, I don’t 
feel it is hampering my daily life too much. 

Rarely do we take the opportunity to ex-
amine our lives. Sure, there are problems, 
but we are alive. Many people would com-
pare and lament, but I stopped to be thank-
ful for all that I have. Not in comparison, but 
in gratitude.

Vince seems like a nice guy. He lives in In-
diana, so maybe I’ll run into him someday 
and we can both share a smile. 

He’s got a great smile.

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to 
the Hendricks County Business Leader. He 
may be reached at (317) 403-6485 or  
gus@icontimes.com
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to our readers:
These certainly are unprec-

edented times. We take this 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic very serious.  The health, 
welfare and safety of our citi-
zens is paramount to us. 

Like so many small business-
es in Hendricks County, Grow 
Local Media, publisher of the 
Hendricks County ICON and 
Hendricks County Business 
Leader, is feeling the economic 
repercussions of a continued 
weakened economy.

While we have a unique ob-
ligation to the communities we 
serve – a duty we take seriously 
– from day to day, hour to hour 
and minute to minute, a clear 
forecast for normalcy is cloud-
ed. We simply know what we 
don’t know and because of that 
we are unsure what government 
mandates may be handed down 
next that will further stall busi-
ness activity.  

Beginning with the April is-
sue, the Business Leader will 
be inserted into the April 3 and 
April 10 editions of its sister 
publication, Hendricks County 
ICON. Typically, the Business 
Leader, which is celebrating its 
15th anniversary this year, is de-
livered as a stand-alone publica-
tion to a little over 5,400 Hen-
dricks County businesses. We 
will continue to insert via the 
ICON through July.

For those of you who are 
not familiar with Business 
Leader, we hope you enjoy it. 
As always, thank you for your 
continued readership. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact me 
at rick@icontimes.com or  
(317) 451-4088.  

From tHe PublisHer

oPiNioN

Rick Myers is founder 
and publisher of the 
Hendricks County 
Business Leader. Email: 
rick@icontimes.com

HCeDP, HCn and VHC partnership to assist local companies  
and employees affected by COVID-19

By Jeff Pipkin

Hendricks County Economic Develop-
ment Partnership (HCEDP) is directing ef-
forts, including the relaunch of a resource 
to assist companies and local employees af-
fected by the COVID-19 pandemic in part-
nership with the Hendricks College Net-
work and Visit Hendricks County.

A pivotal resource that will help is the 
HendricksJobs.com website managed by 
the HCEDP. In the following days, HCEDP 
will maximize the use of the website, in-
cluding:

 •  Proactively contacting large employers 
to gather and publicize their job Or-
ders;

•  Working with medical supply chain 
providers to ensure they have every-
thing they need;

•  Expanding the website to include job 
opportunities throughout Central Indi-
ana, not just Hendricks County; and

•  Working collaboratively with the local 
hospitality industry to provide direct 
lines of access to furloughed employees.

The HCEDP is committed to helping 
those facing layoffs by connecting them 
with organizations that consistently seek 
qualified workers. This is the ideal time for 
our logistics partners to connect with po-
tential employees who may not have con-
sidered the logistics industry in the past.” 
In addition to the job postings, the Skil-
lUp Hendricks Logistics Sector Partnership  
(HLSP) is providing remaining grant dollars 
to be made available for training.

“We are fortunate to have programs and 
funding in place to help employees who 

need training to make a transition into a 
new industry,” said Brandy Wethington Per-
rill with the Hendricks College Network.

The Hendricks College Network is a 
partner with the HCEDP in the Hendricks 
Logistics Sector Partnership. Funds are 
available for training and education in the 
logistics and supply chain industry.

If you want to learn more about HCEDP, 
HendricksJobs.com and the training funds 
should email me at jeff@hcedp.org or call 
(317) 745-2400

Jeff Pipkin is the executive director of the 
Hendricks County Economic Development 
Partnership. He can be reach by email at 
jeff@hcedp.org or  
(317) 745-2400.



LET US BOOK YOUR 2020 
EVENT OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 

www.4HComplex.org

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds and Conference Complex  
is designed to meet any of your social  
meeting needs:  banquets, meetings,  
seminars or wedding events - we can  

do it all! Our friendly and knowledgable  
staff are ready to make your event  

worry-free and memorable!

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.
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CAll Of 
Duty

Pittsboro-based Fleece Performance 
Engineering manufactures new PPE masks 

Brayden Fleece holds a PPE game shield that his company, Fleece Performance Engineering, will be manufacturing for medical use. The Pisttsboro-based 
company has received thousands of orders for the face shields do to the shortage of supplies with COVID-19.  (Cover photo by Eric Pritchett)
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By Gus Pearcy

A local manufacturer of aftermarket au-
tomotive performance products is adapting 
its manufacturing due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19). The move will help doctors, 
nurses and other medical professionals and 
volunteers treat patients safely. It will also 
help address the shortage of personal pro-
tection equipment.

In just 48 hours, Brayden Fleece, presi-
dent, and his team of engineers designed 
a new face mask for health professionals 
helping patients with COVID-19. Fleece 
Performance Engineering, in Pittsboro, has 
also dedicated production space to manu-
facture the masks.

Fleece said the full face shield is a new 
design that protects the medical profes-
sional from splashing or spraying. 

“We came up with a design that doesn’t 
require the three different sources of mate-
rial,” he said. “We made it all from the poly-
ethylene material.”

The design was tested at Hendricks Re-
gional Health which promptly ordered 
600 which were immediately delivered by 
March 27, according to a prepared state-
ment released by Fleece Performance. 
Fleece said the company also designed the 
masks to be flatter which increases storage 
and significantly reduces shipping costs. 
The company has applied for a patent on 
the design.

Fleece has been in contact with the fed-
eral authorities at FEMA and an assistant 
to President Donald Trump to make them 
aware of the design. He has also lined up 
the supply chain and tooling partners to be-
gin producing many more.

“We’ve sourced tooling and suppliers lo-
cally and in other states to continue to make 
them in much higher volumes,” Fleece said. 
“We can make 500, roughly, a shift and we 
are looking at making 10,000 an hour on 
the new tooling.”

Being nimble has been the main weap-
on of the firm now headquartered in a new 
building north of Ind. 74 near the Pittsboro 
exit. It’s a state-of-the-art facility where 50 
employees manufacture aftermarket per-
formance parts for diesel trucks.

Their success is evident by the 2019 move 
to a new facility from Brownsburg. But 
brothers Chase and Brayden Fleece have 
been redesigning their destiny since they 
were tearing apart engines in the 1990s.

“I was always taking things apart and he 
was right there,” Brayden Fleece said refer-
ring to his younger brother Chase. 

“Then I became more of the hands-on 
mechanic,” Chase Fleece said. “Messing 
with the go-cart segued into four-wheel-

ers, dirt bikes, cars, trucks … Yeah, there 
might’ve been grandpa’s roto-tiller too.”

Eventually, the pair began working with 
diesel engines. Both of them had trucks and 
they were always tinkering with the motors 
to gain more power and speed. They would 
go to diesel trade shows and realized that 
they may be able to make their own modi-
fications.

In 2005, Brayden created the “Turbo 
Brake,” a device which regulated the power 
of the engine electronically. “(It) was a very 
complicated part to be your first product to 
try to create and sell,” Brayden Fleece said. 
“I think we priced it at $895 and we sold a 
hundred.”

Elated, the boys worked on other prod-
ucts. Now a disruptor in the market, 
Brayden Fleece got a job at a tool and die 
manufacturer and learned how to work a 
manual CNC machine. Business continued 
to grow, but the small shop on their father’s 
farm was cramped.

That’s when the boys took the leap.

A new product turbocharger for trans-
missions required several man hours with a 
manual lathe. They acquired a loan to pur-
chase their computer lathe for $30,000. 

“That machine, in the first year, paid for 
itself,” Chase Fleece said.

Today, the new facility is designed so the 
firm, with 200 authorized dealers national-
ly, may expand. They have more than 1,500 
SKUs with 60 percent of the products made 
in Pittsboro. They went from one CNC ma-
chine to 15 today.

In control of their own manufacturing al-
lows the firm to move quickly, as evidenced 
by the medical masks. The growth is phe-
nomenal for the business. They went from 
2,000 square feet of space in 2012 at their 
dad’s to 25,000 square feet in Brownsburg 
in 2017. The Pittsboro facility is 75,000 
square feet and already the boys are consid-
ering adding another building.

“Most everything is going to require 
some kind of engine,” Brayden said. “We 
know how to make a lot of power.”

Instructions for users to assemble the face shields. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

“We’ve sourced tooling 
and suppliers locally and 

in other states to continue 
to make them in much 

higher volumes. We can 
make 500, roughly, a shift 

and we are looking at 
making 10,000 an hour  

on the new tooling.” 

Brayden Fleece
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Need space for 
those special 

team-building 
meetings?  

Like us on Facebook!

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717 
Chicagospizza.com

Give us 
a call!

By Jeff Binkley

It’s the end of the world as we know 
it… just like all those other times. 

As I sit down to share these 
thoughts with you the market is re-
bounding now for the 2nd day in a 
row from a very uncomfortable 10,000 
point, 34% drop from its high set only 
a few weeks ago on February 19, 2020.  
Up a few points, write a sentence, now 
it’s down, write another, now it’s up 
again…. 

And so it goes. 
With credit to R.E.M.,” It’s the end 

of the world as we know it and I feel 
fine.”

Why?  Because this is just yet anoth-
er “Black Swan.”

With credit to Gary Coleman, 
“Whatchu talkin’ bout Jeff?”

Prior to 1697, western civilizations, 
you know, the educated, intelligent, 
prideful cultures, fully accepted that 
there was no such thing as a black 
swan. Impossible, they believed.  Until 
they were discovered by explorers in 
Western Australia.

Black swan events, which I’ve writ-
ten about in this column before, come 
along every several years and change 
the world yet again.  Pearl Harbor, the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam, Water-
gate, The Gulf War, 9/11, Katrina, the 
2016 US election of Donald Trump, 
and now the Covid 19 pandemic.   

It’s important to note the difference 
between a black swan event and a cri-
sis.  Not all black swan events are cri-
ses.  And not all crises are black swan 

events.  Terrorist attacks occur every 
day in the world, but the terrorist at-
tacks of 9/11 were of unparalleled 
scope and unpredictability, that’s why 
it became one of the premiere black 
swans in history.

The flu kills hundreds of thou-
sands of people every year yet that’s 
not a crises. The COVID-19 pandem-
ic is our current “end of the world as 
we know it” black swan.  It has killed 
a fraction of the normal flu but that 
doesn’t matter. Panic rules. 

And it is imperative that we respond 
to this panic with resolve.  Resolve to 
acknowledge, respect and move for-
ward through the fear. Resolve to let 
optimism and rationality inform our 
decisions. Resolve not to be immobi-
lized with fear, or worse yet let fear 
guide us to making poor long term 
choices. 

Is it scary?  Yes.  Is it the end of the 
world as we know it?  Yes.  Will we 
survive?  Yes.

Will we come out of this current 
malaise stronger, wiser, and wealthier 
than before?

That choice Dear Reader is largely 
up to you. 

moNey matters

COVID-19 is our current 
Black Swan event

Jeff Binkley is the Founder  
and Managing Director of Binkley 
Wealth Management Group. He can 
be reached at Jeff@thebinkleygroup.
com or (317) 697-1618.

“Black swan events, which I’ve written about in this 
column before, come along every several years and 

change the world yet again.  Pearl Harbor, the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, Vietnam, Watergate, The Gulf War, 9/11, 

Katrina, the 2016 US election of Donald Trump, and 
now the Covid 19 pandemic. “ 



DON’T MISS! To register, contact Cathy Myers
cathy@icontimes.com or call/text (317) 918-0334

Save the Date!
June 9, 2020

Luncheon time: 11:30 am
Cost: $15.00

The Pavilion Center
Washington Township Park  
435 Whipple Lane, Avon, IN

A portion of the proceeds to benefit Leadership Hendricks County

2020 Hendricks County Business Leader’s
Women’s Luncheon

KEMPER
 CPA GROUPLLP

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants

Manage your energy, not your time 
We optimize what we measure. And for 

eons, we’ve linked our productivity to TIME. 
But what if we’re measuring the wrong 
thing? During this 30-min talk, Mandy will 
challenge our thinking, and encourage us to 
stop managing our time, and start managing 
our energy. Energy is after-all a renewable 
resource, while time is not. Join us to learn 
a few ways you can start managing your 
energy instead of your time.

Presented by

Our June Speaker: Mandy Haskett
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With over 20 years of experience in
commercial banking, Kathy Spencer-Ellis
is committed to helping your business
move to the next level.

Offering a solutions-oriented approach
and unmatched personal service, she
will bring professional solutions that
work for you and your business.

Stop by or call Kathy today!

317-754-2896
kspencer-ellis@homebanksb.com
www.homebanksb.com

         Visit our new 
     Plainfield location 
990 W. Main St.

Kathy Spencer-Ellis
AVP/Commercial Lender

By Scott Flood

Economists and psychologists have 
given the name “curse of knowledge” to 
a phenomenon I’ve long observed.

 In simple terms, it’s what happens 
when we fail to recognize that others 
may not know the same things that we 
do. So we use highly technical language, 
industry jargon, and obscure abbre-
viations, and then wonder why we get 
blank stares in response.

The curse is common in the business 
world, particularly as businesspeople 
become better-educated. Instead of ex-
plaining things in commonly used lan-
guage, businesspeople use jargon and 
complex terminology. It shows in their 
speech, but it’s even more visible in 
their written materials. From emails to 
proposals, the language is complicated 
and convoluted.

Those afflicted with the curse love 
the word “utilize.” You’ll see it in every-

thing they write. But 95 percent of the 
time, their words would be more precise 
if they had instead chosen “use.” While 
people assume that “use” and “utilize” 
mean the same thing, they don’t. So why 
choose the fancy three-syllable word as 
a substitute for the more accurate “use”?

That’s where higher education comes 
in. First is the academic world’s insis-
tence on using a formal writing style 
that’s required nowhere else. Instead of 
being rewarded for using brevity to con-
vey meaning, students get good grades 
by cranking out overlong documents 
packed full of complex constructions, 
lengthy introductions, and stretched-
out conclusions.

That leads students to believe big 
words and lengthy sentences will make 
them appear to be smarter, so they dig 
into the thesaurus and pad their papers 
with five-syllable monstrosities when 

shorter, common words would better 
explain their reasoning. 

I don’t know whether you can exor-
cise the curse of knowledge, but there’s 
a way to work around it. Instead of writ-
ing at your peers’ level, try writing at 
the audience’s level. Use simple words 
and replace jargon with more common 
choices. You won’t give up any of your 
knowledge, but when people under-
stand what you say, you’ll definitely look 
a lot smarter. 

When education is a curse
tHe PersoNal touCH

“That’s where 
higher education 

comes in. First is the 
academic world’s 

insistence on  
using a formal 

writing style  
that’s required 
nowhere else. “

Scott Flood creates effective copy for 
companies and other organizations. 
You’ll find more articles at sfwriting.
com. ©2019 Scott Flood All rights 
reserved.
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May 14 • 4:30-6:30 pm • Location TBD  
presented by

Join us for the Hendricks County Business Leader’s 
May Cover Party. Enjoy wine and hors d’oeuvres  

and mix with colleagues and your peers from 
throughout Hendricks County during this fun and 
casual after-hours business affair as we honor our 

March, April and May cover subjects.

Food

Fun

Networking

RSVP to Catherine Myers at  
Cathy@icontimes.com or call (317) 918-0334.

Save
 Date

the

Join us for a 

Hendricks County 

Business Leader’s 

Cover Party

mcCammon’s Irish market offers deals  
and curbside option at new garden 

center in Brownsburg 
By Lindsay Doty

As community members start to eye land-
scaping projects and backyard makeovers, 
McCammon’s Irish Market owner Garry 
Ward has been busy getting his new garden 
center in Brownsburg ready for spring.

Ward and his wife, Mary Jane, co-own 
McCammon’s Irish Market in Greenwood 
and recently expanded with the purchase of 
the garden center (formerly Frazee Gardens 
retail shop) off State Road 267, along with its 
surrounding 8-acres and the house on the 
property. 

As the team gears up for planting season, 
they’re also adjusting to the COVID-19 sit-
uation by offering discounts and curbside 
pickups. 

“We will bring it right out to you,” says 
Ward, who’s been working hard to make 
changes to his latest location.

“We stock over 2,000 trees, 4 to 5,000 
shrubs. We pack it in here,” says Ward.

He purchased the center and property af-
ter former owner, Greg Frazee, stopped into 
Ward’s garden center in Greenwood and 
mentioned he and his wife were looking to 
sell the retail operation and focus more on 
their landscaping business. 

“He was buying two trees and one thing 
led to another,” recalls Ward. 

He opened the Brownsburg location in 
March and has been busy making it his own. 

Besides the vast shrubs, trees, and flowers, 
Inside, the center sells greenhouse products, 
as well as gift items with a nod to the owner’s 
Irish heritage. Items like wool sweaters and 
Irish mugs have been imported from Ire-
land. The center will also boast a cafe with a 
mix of fresh coffee and products. 

The husband and wife team also plan to 
host community seasonal events on the vast 

property, including a haunted trail in Octo-
ber and holiday festivities in the winter. 

“The little blue house we bought with the 
whole property will be turned into a Winter 
Wonderland for kids with a train track and 
Santa Clause,” said Ward.

“It will be a destination place.”
Ward comes to Hendricks County with 

more than 40 years of experience in the flow-
er business. 

He started working at his family’s garden 
center and vegetable stand on the northwest 
side of Indy when he just was a teenager. It 
stuck. 

The former police officer and Air Force 
man always had garden centers on the side 
before running big operations in Indianapo-
lis, Cincinnati, and Dayton, Ohio.

He and his wife, a chemotherapy nurse, 
opened McCammon’s in Greenwood in 
2014, naming it after his grandparents. Even 
with all the uncertainty in the world, they’re 
enthusiastic about the new Brownsburg lo-
cation.

“We’re excited to be in Hendricks County. 
I think this is a good opportunity.”

The center offers more than greenery. 
Ward’s go-to horticulture expert Bob Milne 
gives regular tips and tricks for planting and 
pruning. 

When it comes to spring, the team’s tried 
and tested advice is:

“Get an early start.”

McCammon’s Irish  
Market Brownsburg

3480 N State Road 267,  
Brownsburg

(317) 885-8707
mccammonsirishmarket.com

Customers take a look at plants at McCammon’s Irish Market, Brownsburg. McCammon’s recently purchased 
the center and property from Frazee Gardens and opened in March. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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Hoernemann displays ‘heroic’ leadership 
during ACSC’s COVID-19 crisis

By Stephanie Dolan

When we all look back at the history of 
COVID-19 and its effect on Hendricks County, 
Avon Community School Corporation 
Superintendent Maggie Hoernemann’s 
leadership will be lauded. 

As of this writing, by way of Gov. Eric 
Holcomb’s executive order to shut all non-
essential businesses down, Hoernemann was 

the first in the state to do so.
A classic example of crises management and 

a bold move.
The first school in Indiana affected by 

COVID-19 was Hickory Elementary School 
in Avon. The facility ended up closing its 
doors well before the governor moved to the 
statewide closure after a student tested positive 

Dr. Maggie HoerneMann anD Her

COVID-19 crisis 
management

STorY

The emPowering series 
presented by

“We’re all leaders, and we’re all challenged 
by this. I’m feeling parents who are 

managing their own work and who are 
helping their kids have a productive 

experience. I feel for those who are worried 
about their jobs and making it day to day. 
I am really heartened by the way the Avon 

community has responded.” 

Dr. Maggie Hoernemann addresses the press on March 9 to announce that all Avon Community School 
 Corporation schools were closed after a second student tested positive for COVID-19. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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for the virus.  
“The timing was interesting for us,” 

Hoernemann said. “I received call on 
Sunday, March 8 from Superintendent 
McCormick indicating there was a 
possibility that we had a student who 
tested positive. We spent pretty much 
Sunday from 3 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
planning as if that were the case.”

That night Hoernemann and other 
school leaders made the decision to call 
parents to let them know that Hickory 
Elementary School would be closed for 
two weeks. The first school in Indiana 
affected by COVID-19. The facility 
ended up closing its doors well before 
the governor moved to the statewide 
closure after a student tested positive 
for the virus.  

“It was the morning of March 9 that 
we heard there was a possible second 
student,” she said. “The language they 
used was ‘presumptively positive.’ At 
that point, we talked with our health 
care professionals and our state health 
commissioner. Our board president was 
here with me and we all just looked at 
each other and we all just said, ‘why 
wouldn’t we close?’ It was a little scary 
to be the first one to do it. The next day 
I got a couple of people telling me I was 
making a kneejerk reaction.”

But, as the week wore on, it became 
clear to Hoernemann that the choice 
had been a prudent one. 

“None of us like it, but we all know 
the best way to contain this is to 
continue social distancing and not have 
thousands of students and hundreds 
of employees together,” “I think it was 
a prudent decision on the part of the 
governor. I think the only way to get 
through this in as short an amount of 
time as possible is to do what health 
professionals advise in limiting the 
spread of the virus.”

Hendricks Regional Health President 
and CEO Kevin P. Speer recently 
held a telephone conference with 
community leaders. He wanted to 
give them a COVID-19 update from 
HRH’s perspective as he has been in 
the trenches. He called Hoernemann’s 
early decision to close school “heroic” 
because ACSC got a jump and it gave 
other schools districts the opportunity 
to follow suite.

“For a corporation like Avon, which 
has been using e-learning for weather 
for three years, we had a bit of an 
advantage,” Hoernemann said. “At least 

our kids have had a bit of an advantage 
because we have an e-learning day in 
November.”

Hoernemann continued on to say that 
the school district has been fortunate in 
the past that they haven’t had to rely on 
e-learning too much for weather, only 
using it once for a snow day. 

“No one ever imagines that we’d use it 
for more than a couple of days,” she said. 
“For us, I think it’s a realistic tool. It never 
takes the place of face-to-face teaching 
or being in the same room.”

Hoernemann said she’s been amazed 
by how every day the quality of 
instruction is going up and that teachers 
are working hard, sharing resources 
and ideas with each other and learning 
from peers all over the United State how 
better to leverage technology. 

“When we started we were probably 
not very adept, and every single day 
we get better and better,” she said. “It’s 
certainly not ideal, and our teachers miss 
their students so much.”

“I tend to be someone who under-
reacts so at first I was skeptical with the 
administration’s response,” Avon parent 
Gretchen McLaughlin said. “However, 
as we learn more and more about this 
virus, I believe the administration acted 
appropriately, and I am pleased that 
they erred on the side of caution.  I 
have three children, two in college and 
one in high school.  Connor is handling 
the situation well, but he is really 
disappointed that he missed two field 
trips and the school play is cancelled. 
So yes, he misses his social life. I really 
hope we can get back to school by May 
1, so that the kids can all end the year 
at school with their friends rather than 
it just end suddenly. Looking to get life 
back to normal.”

Hoernemann said that the district was 
a prepared as it could be for something 
so unexpected. 

“We have disaster plans in place and 
policies in place with our school board 
that outline how we operate in a time of 
emergency,” she said. “I’m sure when this 
is all over we’ll be able to look back and 
refine it even further.”

How does Hoernemann believe this 
crisis rates among any she’s dealt with 
over the last two decades? 

“It may be because it’s fresh but I think 
this is probably the most challenging,” 
she said. “Many of the challenges that 
superintendents encounter might affect 
some of our children. This affects all 

of our children and our community. 
To me this has certainly been the 
biggest logistical challenge as well as a 
leadership challenge.”

But, Hoernemann said that the district 
is fortunate to have so many fabulous 
secretaries, custodians, bus drivers and 
other staff. 

“We’re all leaders, and we’re all 
challenged by this,” she said. “I’m feeling 
for parents who are managing their 
own work and who are helping their 
kids have a productive experience. I 
feel for those who are worried about 
their jobs and making it day to day. I am 
really heartened by the way the Avon 
community has responded.”

One of those responses has been at 
the Mary Lee Maier Food Pantry.  

“We have a food pantry called Mary 
Lee Maier,” Hoeremann said. “For the 
last two weeks we’ve been doing this in 
a drive-thru fashion. We typically try to 
make this a little bit more of a shopping 
experience if you will but, obviously, 
that’s not going to be possible right 
now. We have food that’s been collected 
in very hygienic ways. We know the 
provenance of our food. We just did a 
drive-thru pick up. We stopped counting 
at 150.” 

The food pantry may not be operating 
over spring break, so the school district 
has published a list of Hendricks County 
food pantries that are open. That list 
can be found on the website at avon-
schools.org.

For now, Hoernemann is fully focused 
on getting her students and staff 
through this trying time even in spite of 
the fact that, in January, she announced 
that she will be retiring at the end of the 
current school year.

“I’m ready to retire,” she said. “Our 
school district is in a great place. That 
is in large part due to the successful 
May 2018 referendum. This is a very 
demanding job, and I think slowing 
down a little bit is probably a good 
thing. People say you know when it’s 
time. This past fall I knew.”

Hoernemann says she’ll be 
working part-time, mentoring young 
administrators and superintendents 
through a program available through 
the district service center. 

“I’m just looking forward to slowing 
down a little bit and having the freedom 
to travel a little more and spend time 
with family,” she said. 

“I’m ready to retire. Our 
school district is in a great 
place. That is in large part 
due to the successful May 
2018 referendum. This is a 
very demanding job, and 

I think slowing down a 
little bit is probably a good 

thing. People say you 
know when it’s time.  
This past fall I knew.”

GeTTInG TO 
knOw MAGGIe 
HOerneMAnn

Do you have any travel plans? 
In the summer we’ll probably 
spend a little time on the east 
coast where my family lives - 
Cape Cod. We don’t have a big 
retirement trip planned yet, but 
the top of my list is Australia. 
Taking that big trip and having 
the time is first on the bucket 
list. 

what are you currently reading? 
I read mostly fiction. I’m in three 
different book clubs. Right now 
I’m reading This Tender Land by 
William Kent Kruger. You make 
times for the things that are a 
priority. I always have one or 
two books going. 

what is your favorite Hendricks 
County charity? 

Mary Lee Maier Community 
Food Pantry

what is your favorite movie? 
Mrs. Doubtfire
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By karl Zimmer

Certain performance metrics are easy to 
identify, and others may be a bit more elu-
sive. For example, it’s easy to see if you are 
on target or not for the year’s revenue goal. 
Cost of goods sold or other fixed and vari-
able costs should be fairly easy to measure, 
not only as an absolute amount but also as 
a percentage of sales or some other met-
ric you choose to quickly assess how well 
your company is doing to maintain control 
of costs. What other performance metrics 
do you use to assess the health and growth 
trajectory of your business?

In the arena of people, it can be a bit 
more challenging to assess how well 
someone is doing, though as much as pos-
sible, clear, measurable goals are help-
ful, not only for you as the leader to as-
sess their performance, but also for them 
to understand expectations. What may 
be more difficult is for you to assess your 
own performance, how well you are do-
ing leading your organization. So, what do 

you do? How do you know if you are do-
ing a good job, and by what measure? Do 
you report to a Board of Directors or do 
you determine your success on your own 
terms?

What might happen if you asked those 
who rely on your leadership to assess how 
well you are doing as the leader of your 
organization? That can sound intimidat-
ing, perhaps, though might it not have the 
potential of providing valuable, useful in-
formation to help make you an even bet-
ter leader? 

And if so, would that not bode well for 
your organization and its future perfor-
mance? In today’s world of forward-look-
ing organizations, many companies use a 
variety of tools to assess how well they are 
serving their customers and how satisfied 
their customers are with the company. 
Similar measures, like 360-degree surveys 
or other mechanisms, can be used to as-
sess how well department managers and 
leaders are performing for their organiza-
tions. As conscious, servant leaders, those 
you lead are also those you serve.

As the leader, you can be the best ex-
ample by asking those you serve how you 
are doing to lead and support them. Ask-
ing customers, those we serve both in-
ternally and externally, how well we are 
serving them and what we can do to serve 
them and support them more effectively, 
can only help to improve not only our own 
performance but that of the entire organi-
zation.

This column is dedicated to sharing ex-
periences, research, and ideas about great 
leaders, for great leaders. We welcome 
your comments, questions, and sugges-
tions.

The U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion is offering low-interest federal disas-
ter loans for working capital to Indiana 
small businesses suffering substantial eco-
nomic injury as a result of the Coronavi-
rus (COVID-19). SBA acted under its own 
authority, as provided by the Coronavirus 
Preparedness and Response Supplemen-
tal Appropriations Act that was recently 
signed by President Trump, to declare a 
disaster following a request received from 
Gov. Eric J. Holcomb on March 17, 2020.

The disaster declaration makes SBA as-
sistance available in the entire state of In-
diana.

“SBA is strongly committed to provid-
ing the most effective and customer-fo-
cused response possible to assist Indi-
ana small businesses with federal disaster 
loans. We will be swift in our efforts to 
help these small businesses recover from 
the financial impacts of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19),” said Administrator Jovita 
Carranza.

SBA Customer Service Representatives 
will be available to answer questions about 
SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan pro-
gram and explain the application process. 

“Small businesses, private non-profit 
organizations of any size, small agricul-
tural cooperatives and small aquaculture 
enterprises that have been financially 
impacted as a direct result of the Coro-
navirus (COVID-19) since Jan. 31, 2020, 
may qualify for Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans of up to $2 million to help meet fi-
nancial obligations and operating expens-

es which could have been met had the di-
saster not occurred,” said Carranza.

“These loans may be used to pay fixed 
debts, payroll, accounts payable and oth-
er bills that can’t be paid because of the 
disaster’s impact. Disaster loans can pro-
vide vital economic assistance to small 
businesses to help overcome the tempo-
rary loss of revenue they are experienc-
ing,” Carranza added.

Eligibility for Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans is based on the financial impact of 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19). The inter-

est rate is 3.75 percent for small business-
es. The interest rate for private non-profit 
organizations is 2.75 percent. SBA offers 
loans with long-term repayments in order 
to keep payments affordable, up to a max-
imum of 30 years and are available to en-
tities without the financial ability to offset 
the adverse impact without hardship. 

Applicants may apply online, receive 
additional disaster assistance informa-
tion and download applications at https://
disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. Applicants may 
also call SBA’s Customer Service Center 
at (800) 659-2955 or email disastercus-
tomerservice@sba.gov for more informa-
tion on SBA disaster assistance. Individu-
als who are deaf or hard of hearing may 
call (800) 877-8339. Completed applica-
tions should be mailed to U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration, Processing and Dis-
bursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, 
Fort Worth, TX  76155.

The deadline to apply for an Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan is Dec. 18, 2020.

biz leadersHiP

How do you know you are doing well?

What to do to gain assistance through the SBA  if your business 
has been economically impacted by COVID-19

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who 
Grew Up to RULE® the World…,” a 
speaker, Board Certified Hypnotist, 
and successful CEO. Karl can be 
contacted at karl@z-success.com. 
RULE® is a Registered Mark of Karl R. 
Zimmer III

“As the leader, you can be the best example  
by asking those you serve how you are  

doing to lead and support them.”
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By Susan rozzi

When I was growing up, I spent a great 
deal of time in New Orleans. New Or-
leans is like no other town in the U.S. 
The people are passionate, eclectic and 
very committed to their community. 
They also understand natural disasters 
(Hurricane Katrina, 2005) and what 
it takes to be resilient. One particular 
leader in the community I had the plea-
sure of getting to know was the station 
manager of the CBS affiliate, Jimmie 
Phillips. Jimmie taught me three things 
about good leaders. 

First, leaders are learners. Although 
Jimmie went to work right out of high 
school, she never stopped learning. She 
was a ferocious reader, attended semi-
nars, networked and asked great ques-
tions. Harry S. Truman said, “not all 
readers are leaders, but all leaders are 
readers.” What are you reading today 
that is making you a better leader? 

The second thing I learned from Jim-
mie was that leaders often see the “un-
seen” value. At one point in Jimmie’s 
career, she sold radio advertising. She 
sometimes questioned the value of sell-
ing “air.” However, an advertising exec-
utive once suggested to her that if she 
didn’t sell “air,” there would be no place 
for them to advertise. As leaders, we 
need to be able to recognize the value 
that we are bringing to an organization 
or a project. What are you doing that 

has value or is making a difference to 
someone else? Remember, it may be un-
seen. 

Finally, leaders should remember 
those that they are leading. One day a 
month, Jimmie would spend time writ-
ing thank you notes, birthday cards 
and wrapping presents for her employ-
ees. Her purpose was to tell the people 
that worked for her, every single one 
of them, that they were important and 
they made a difference to the organiza-
tion. In addition, she identified up and 
coming leaders, mentored them and 
assisted them long after they finished 
working for her. I was one of those she 
helped. I was fortunate my first intern-
ship was with her at the station. We are 
still in touch today. What are you doing 
to remember and encourage those peo-
ple around you?

As we navigate COVID-10 we need 
all our leaders to be strong. What are 
you learning? What value are you add-
ing to your community? How are you 
encouraging those around you?

As we navigate COVID-19 we 
need our leaders to be strong

emPowermeNt

Susan Rozzi is the president of 
Rozzi and Associates, a leadership 
and organizational development 
company helping good leaders 
become great. Contact Susan at 
susan@rozziandassociates.com.

“First, leaders are learners. Although Jimmie 
went to work right out of high school, she never 

stopped learning. She was a ferocious reader, 
attended seminars, networked and asked great 
questions. Harry S. Truman said, “not all readers 

are leaders, but all leaders are readers.” What 
are you reading today that is making you a 

better leader?“

JOIN NOW 

• GROW/PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS 

• NETWORK WITH OTHER BUSINESSES 

• GET INVOLVED 

TOM DOWNARD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
317.272.4333  

INFO@AVONCHAMBER.ORG 
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Planner of Note

avon Chamber New Members
CiTy ViEW ChuRCh
275 Shiloh Crossing 
Avon, IN 46123 
(225) 953-4362
GiBSON TEldaTa, iNC.
PO Box 3000

avon Chamber New Members
SPiNalCaRE PhySiCal MEdiCiNE
114 N. Avon Ave.
Avon, IN 46123
(317) 272-4100

RE/MaX adVaNCEd REalTy 
2611 Waterfront Pkwy. E. Dr., Ste. 219
Indianapolis, IN 46214
(317) 514-3214

ORaNGE lEaf fROzEN yOGuRT (aVON)
7565 E. US Hwy. 36
Avon, IN 46123
(317) 272-5323

Brownsburg Chamber New Members
MENChhOfER TREE CaRE
407 Cahill Ln.
Indianapolis, IN 46214
(317) 661-4240

GROW yOuR BuSiNESS COaChiNG
1310 Fall Ridge Dr. 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 755-6963

MOuldER JEWElERS
7230 Arbuckle Commons Ste. 205 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 514-7071

BOulTON laW GROuP
405 E. Main St. 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 350-2680

SOld iT REalTy GROuP
7230 Arbuckle Commons, Ste. 148 
Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 370-9413

danville Chamber New Members
WENdy SWaNSON PhOTOGRaPhy
1 S. Washington St. 
Danville IN, 46122
(574) 514-6234

EdWaRd JONES iNVESTMENTS
95 N. Tennessee St. 
Danville, IN 46122
(317) 386-3662

MaRVEl BallOONiNG
585 Old Farm Rd. 
Danville, IN 46122
(317) 943-3218

GREaT CliPS
2150 Independence Dr. 
Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 557-3061

faST TRaCk PhySiCal ThERaPy
120 W. Main St. 
Danville, IN 46122
(317) 209-1900

PREMiER PEST CONTROl
700 N. Carr Rd. 
PO Box 667 
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 839-8188

iNTER TEC, iNC.
P.O. Box 596 
Spencer, IN 47460
(812) 652-6064

Plainfield Chamber New Members
hEaRTlaNd
4270 Revere Ln.
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 281-0770

lifE NET hEalTh
845 Airtech Pkwy., Ste. 198
Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 754-3000

*8 - danville Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Wednesday, April 8, 11 
a.m., at HC 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St. 
Danville. For more information, call (317) 745-0670 

*15 - Brownsburg Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Wednesday, April 15, 
11 a.m., at the Brownsburg Fire Territory, 470 E. 
Northfield Dr. Brownsburg. For more information 
call (317) 852-7885

*21 - Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 
(members’ meeting): Tuesday, April 21, 11:30 
a.m., at Plainfield Rec and Aquatic Center, 651 
Vestal Rd., Plainfield.  For more information, call 
(317) 839-3800

*28 - avon Chamber of Commerce (members’ 
meeting): Tuesday, April 28, 11 a.m., at Avon 
American Legion, 4812 E. Main St., (Old US 36) 
Avon. For more information, call (317) 272-4333

*The above listed meeting dates represent the 
regularly schedule times. Due to restrictions 
placed by the State of Indiana because of 
COVID-19 at press time, these meetings may 
be postponed or cancelled. Please contact the 
chamber for current information.

Newly incorporated Businesses
Compiled by Connie Sieferman
New Business Filings (2/21/2020 – 3/19/2020)

GRaNTEE: QT Nails
DESCRIPTION: nails service
GRANTOR: Quyen T. Ngo
GRANTOR: Min Nguyen 
DATE: 2/21/2020

GRaNTEE: freedom Electric
DESCRIPTION: electrical
GRANTOR: Joshua Schmitt
DATE: 2/24/2020

GRaNTEE: RlW Cleaning
DESCRIPTION: business and residential cleaning
GRANTOR: Rosemary L. Parks
DATE: 2/27/2020

GRaNTEE: Portico home Photography
GRaNTEE: Portilo home Photography
DESCRIPTION: real estate photography
GRANTOR: Angela Webb
DATE: 2/28/2020

GRaNTEE: Sarah Cecil Photography
DESCRIPTION: photography
GRANTOR: Sarah Cecil
DATE: 3/5/2020

GRaNTEE: uS dual Sports
DESCRIPTION: website
GRANTOR: Mark Siddons
DATE: 3/06/2020

GRaNTEE: dave’s landscaping
DESCRIPTION: landscape
GRANTOR: David Brian Brunner
DATE: 3/13/2020



Payment Methods
Stay home and stay safe with these remote 

payment options. If you have any questions, need 
assistance, or require different accomodations, 

please call our office!

SmartHub
SmartHub allows you to pay your 
bill, see your usage, and manage 
your account all online from your 
computer or the mobile app.

Mail
Mail us your payment to PO Box 309 
Danville, IN 46122. Payments must 
be received by due date to avoid late 
fees.

Call
Make your payment or hear your 
balance securely over the phone 
with a credit or debit card by calling 
(317) 745-5473, 24 hours a day!

(317) 745-5473
www.hendrickspower.com

We’re here for you
      to keep the lights on.

Throughout these challenging times, 
Hendricks Power Cooperative is 
taking steps to make sure we’re here 
for you. 
Although it’s not business as usual, our focus 
is to keep your life as normal as possible. As 
public health recommendations and mandates 
continue to evolve, Hendricks Power will 
continue adjusting to meet your needs. 

Please continue to visit www.hendrickspower.
com and our social media channels for 
updates. We’re here for you. 
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Timeline for the COVID-19 pandemic
The novel coronavirus causing the current pandemic is named coronavirus disease 2019, which has been shortened 
to COVID-19. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, previous coronaviruses, SARS-CoV and 
MERS-CoV both have their origins in bats. This timeline traces the origins to the current pandemic spread.

Dec 2019: The SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19 virus is believed to have originated in the Wuhan, Hubei 
Province, China connected to a fish market in. Chinese health officials informed the World Health 
Organization about a mysterious pneumonia-type of respiratory illness affecting 41 patients.

Jan 7: 
Chinese 
scientists 
identified a 
new type of 
coronavirus. 

Feb 2: The 
Philippines 
reports a 
coronavirus-
related 
death, which 
is the first 
outside of 
China.. 

Mar 8: Italy 
starts a 
lockdown 
of all 60 
million 
residents.

Since mid-March:  
More than 50% of 
the U.S. population is 
under some sort of 
restriction or stay at 
home order

Mid- to late 
April: Indiana 
health leaders 
expect the 
outbreak to 
peak. 

Feb 19: 
The Iran 
outbreak 
begins. 

Feb 29: 
The U.S. 
reports the 
first death 
due to the 
coronavirus. 

Jan 13: 
Thailand 
reported its 
first case.

Jan 31: 
President 
Donald Trump 
banned foreign 
nationals 
who traveled 
through or 
were in China 
within the 
previous two 
weeks. 

Jan 11: Four 
days later, the 
first patient 
to die from 
the novel 
coronavirus was 
recorded.

Feb 12: Cases 
in South Korea 
begin to spike. 

Mar 11: The WHO declares 
the COVID-19 outbreak a 
pandemic, and on the same 
day President Trump bans 
all travel from 26 European 
countries. The U.S. declared a 
national emergency based on 
the outbreak..

Feb 21: 
Italy reports 
cases.

Jan 23: Wuhan 
is placed under 
quarantine, 
shortly followed 
by the entire 
province of 
58 million 
residents.

JAN FEB MAR APRDEC

SPECIAL REPORT – COVID-19
Presented by

(Infographic by  
Sarah McNeff and  

Gus Pearcy)

Community members participated in a drive-in prayer vigil at IU Health West Hospital in Avon for the 
workers and patients. Those in attendance sang worship songs, prayed and honked for the workers who 
were grateful to hear how thankful the community is for the hospital workers. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

Community prayer event shows 
support for healthcare workers
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By Stephanie Dolan

In the midst of dine-in options shut down 
across the state, restaurants in Hendricks 
County are currently struggling with restric-
tions placed on eateries due to COVID-19. 
Some are keeping their heads above water 
with takeout and delivery services, while oth-
ers are struggling to keep their doors open 
at all.

“We’re doing the best that we can,” said 
Dimos Dagres, owner of OPA in Avon. “It’s 
kind of hard. We’ve had to lay off a lot of em-
ployees. We’re basically staying open for the 
employees. Take out business has kept us 
alive so far.”

Dagres owns other restaurants that he’s 
shut down entirely.

“It’s affecting our business a lot,” he said. 
“We’re losing money every day, but we do 
what we have to do.”

Pizza options are down but still busy. 
Tom Booher, owner of Chicago’s Pizza in 

Plainfield is paying about 75 percent of his 
payroll.

“We’re not doing nearly as good as we 
need to be, but we’re hanging in there and 
getting good public support,” said Booher. 
“There isn’t any way to spin it that’s good, but 
we’re still open.”

He will keep as many employees working 
for as long as possible.

“Luckily, in our business, there were lots 
of high school kids, and most of our serv-
ers were adults who had full-time jobs that 
they’re still working. We aren’t hurting nearly 
as bad as some other places who are bigger 

dine-in establishments. Pizza is one that 
lends itself well to delivery and carryout any-
way.”

The restaurant is running weekly specials. 
“The Hendricks County community is very 

supportive of all their local stuff,” he said. “I 
believe they are genuinely concerned and 
want to see all of us succeed.”

At Sweet Paige’s bakery in Brownsburg, 
Paige Barnhart is doing okay and has a bright 
outlook on the foreseeable future.

“We just have switched to all custom 
goods only,” she said. “We also started some 
cupcake decorating kits that have iced cup-
cakes and sprinkles in each box. If those go 
over well this week, then we might do some 
cookie decorating boxes or some other 
things along that line.”

Practically speaking, this is another pos-
sible income for her business, but this also 
gives families an opportunity to do some-
thing different together at home.

“Depending on how well they go over 
we’ll do them again or some sugar cook-
ies with some royal icing and sprinkles and 
some other fun things,” she said.

Barnhart leases her building, and said she 
is lucky to have a landlord who is very under-
standing.

“I don’t have a staff,” she said. “It’s just me. 
He told me if we run into any financial issues 
that we’ll get everything taken care of.”

Visit Hendricks County’s All IN Hendricks 
web page lists restaurants offering carryout 
and delivery meals: visithendrickscounty.
com/community/restaurants.

How carryout and delivery options 
keep local restaurants afloat

SPECIAL REPORT – COVID-19
Presented by

We’re All In: Visit Hendricks County 
touts good vibes during quarantine

Hendricks County Sheriff Brett Clark volunteers for a virtual read along as part of the Men In Action READ 
program. The online storytime was done after the reading program’s school visits were canceled due to 
COVID-19 precautions. (Photo provided by Sheltering Wings)

Businesses like 
Sweet Paige’s bakery 
in Brownsburg are 
selling cupcake 
decorating kits as 
a take-and-make 
option during 
the COVID-19 
quarantine.  Each kit 
is $20 and includes 
six cupcakes 
(three chocolate, 
three vanilla), two 
different colors 
of buttercream 
and two sprinkle 
medleys. (Photo 
provided by Sweet 
Paige’s)

By Lindsay Doty

Hendricks County Sheriff Brett Clark 
cheerfully reads, “What Should Danny Do? 
School Day” as part of a virtual storytime. 
Sitting next to him is the doll version of 
the book’s main character Danny, a red-
headed boy with glasses who wears a tiny 
superhero-in-training cape that teaches 
him about the power to choose.

The virtual children’s read along was 
intended to be in front of hundreds of stu-
dents as part of the Men IN Action READ 
program and involve more than 400 men 
volunteers making school visits across 
the county. Since the COVID-19 situation, 
program organizers had to cancel but 
adapted with an online version.

“Life definitely has given us all some 
lemons lately,” said Kevin Carr, develop-
ment and communications officer with 
Sheltering Wings, a domestic violence 
shelter behind the reading initiative.

It’s about making the best of each situa-
tion, Carr said.

Virtual storytimes and regular Zoom 
classroom chats are just some of the 
“new normals” for residents in Hendricks 
County.

To tout the feel-good options, Visit Hen-
dricks County has launched a partnership 
program to give residents ideas on what 
to do during uncertain times. We’re All In, 
Hendricks County explores everything 
from tips on staying active and outdoorsy 
to the best local carryout.

“Lots of good will happen during this 
very difficult time. Our goal is to be a 
bright spot in your day, give you some-
thing to look forward to and connect you 
virtually to our businesses and people 
beyond what is happening with our social 

services,” said Jaime Bohler Smith, execu-
tive director of Visit Hendricks County, a 
marketing organization that works to pro-
mote local tourism.

Partners already include the Hendricks 
Regional Health YMCA, Brightly Art Studio 
in Brownsburg, Central Indiana Enchant-
ed Fairy Trail, Hendricks County Business 
Leader and Hendricks County ICON and 
travel bloggers Katy Mann from Indy with 
Kids and Stephanie Taleghani with Consis-
tently Curious.

“These partners are just the beginning,” 
Smith said. “This resource is open for com-
munity additions. On the site, you will find 
forms for additional business changes and 
suggestions for at-home activities featur-
ing Hendricks County businesses and 
events, or even submitting ideas for things 
Visit Hendricks County can create for our 
towns and residents.

As the list grows, so do the ideas. Busi-
nesses that have closed their walk-in 
business are coming up with new ways to 
operate.

For more information on All In Hen-
dricks County,  go to VisitHendricksCoun-
ty.com/Community.
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Art studios offer virtual classes 
and at-home kits as creative 

options during quarantine
By Lindsay Doty 

Using an old Amazon box, some markers 
and scraps around the house, kids trans-
formed cardboard into giant masquer-
ade masks as part of a virtual art class with 
Brightly Art Studio in Brownsburg.  

For Isabella, 6, and Gabriel King, 3, that 
meant making a mermaid and a rainbow. 

“Isabella said that she enjoyed making a 
mermaid and dressing up to match her cre-
ation.  Gabriel said he liked seeing Ms. Laura 
again and using the color red (his favorite 
color),” said mom Megan King. “Participa-
tory videos like this have been much-needed 
‘brain breaks’ that challenge our kids to think 
outside the box and explore learning in new 
and exciting ways.”

In the wake of COVID-19, Brightly is offer-
ing free virtual art classes through its Face-
book page on Mondays and Fridays.

“Right now we just saw this as an oppor-
tunity to stay on mission of being joyful and 
creative and provide opportunities for our 
regular guests and new guests,” said owner 
and lead instructor Laura Gambrel. 

The former Brownsburg teacher and cre-
ative mom started the studio located at 1451 
S. Green St. to give kids a creative space in 
the community. Her style relies on process 
art, focusing on the experience and joy (even 
if it’s messy), instead of the final product. 
With so many families at home, it’s a good 
time to get creative. 

“We will continue to pump out content 
until we open up again,” Gambrel said.

The studio is also sending out three art 
activities a week to email subscribers. It’s free 
to sign up and for kids of all ages. Things like 
vinegar/baking soda mixed with food color-
ing are designed for quick and easy fun. 

“Something that keeps them engaged and 
excited,” said Gambrel, who reminds parents 
to not feel the pressure to be the perfect 
homeschool parent during this time. 

To try and keep up revenue, the studio 
is selling Brightly Boxes to do at home. The 
themed-kits are filled with art and sensory 
experiences for kids. They can be pre-or-
dered for porch-delivery. 

“I want to look back at this time and feel 
like I did the best I could,” she said. “I want to 
help support other families who are maybe 

looking to make this time meaningful and 
have some spontaneous memories,” said 
Gambrel.

Other popular art spots in Hendricks 
County are also doing to-go options.

Bisque Barn Pottery and Paint Studio, 9778 
East U.S. 36, Avon, has been selling mystery 
kits and art packages for delivery or curbside 
pickup from the studio parking lot. 

Customers pick the craft of choice from 
wood cutouts, canvas or pottery package siz-
es and the studio picks the mystery. The kits 
come with a mix of brushes, acrylic paints 
and craft. 

“We are trying something a little different 
while people are at home more than usual 
right now,” said Bisque Barn Pottery and Paint 
Studio owner Christi Swanson.

The response has been great with more 
than 25 kits sold in the first two weeks, she 
said, hoping it will keep up to offset costs 
during a difficult time.

“We have had to close our studio for any 
walk-in business, and it has hurt our business 
a great deal as this is typically the two busiest 
weeks of the year for us [spring break]. If it 
keeps up as is, we will be able to pull through 
this tough time.”

Local companies are doing virtual classes for at-
home science experiments and art like this colored 
baking soda and vinegar reaction. (Photo provided 
by Megan King)

By Rick Myers 

COVID-19 may not be all some house-
holds should worry about.

Is it a risker time for those who live with 
an abuser?

“Well, we are all working on suspicions 
of that very thing, but since no one has ex-
perienced this before, we are unsure what 
to expect,” said Emily Perry, founder and ex-
ecutive director of Susie’s Place, Avon. “We 
have been having many conversations at 
both a national and local level on the antic-
ipated influx of cases when children once 
again have access to safe, trusted adults.”

Although Susie’s Place remains opera-
tional for acute cases, the number of refer-
rals for cases across the region has taken a 
“shocking drop,” Perry said.

“We know kids are currently experienc-
ing abuse, but they have no one to tell and 
no access to get help,” she said.  

The vast majority of perpetrators of 
abuse and neglect are adults and older 
youth who have access to a child, she said.

Children could become significantly 
more at risk when the outside world has 
been eliminated, Perry said. The only way 
to keep an eye on their well being is to look 

for signs of physical or sexual abuse such as 
bruises, burns or belt marks.

If children are unable to return this 
school year, Perry fears they will suffer in 
silence for an extended period of time, and 
she is uncertain about having a solution for 
that situation.

Kevin Carr, development and commu-
nications director for Sheltering Wings is 
reminded of a resident who recently told 
him that living with an abuser brings good 
days and bad; however, none of the days 
were safe.

“In normal circumstances, victims of do-
mestic violence can at least let down their 
guard for a few hours because their abusers 
have to go to work, can go to the bar, have 
the option of spending time with friends 
or have the freedom to be anywhere but 
home,” he said. “During a quarantine, how-
ever, there’s nowhere else for the abuser to 
go. There’s no respite for the victim. And, 
the likelihood of a violent explosion in-
creases exponentially.

“The sad reality is, especially at a time 
like this, home may be the least safe place 
to be.”

For victims of domestic abuse, staying 
at home may not be the best option
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The Stull kids of Brownsburg performed a concert 
from their driveway. This got their creative juices 
flowing, entertained the neighbors and got outside. 

Stephanie and Ethan Curran from Pittsboro took a 
walk to enjoy the beautiful day March 25. It was the 
first time Ethan had been out of the house since school 
released on March 13 because he has lung problems.

Elijah Goins posed with his chalk art he created 
with his sister after helping their dad pull weeds. 
“Staying home with my parents and sister has been 
great,” he said. “My sister is home from college. 
I’m in third grade, and my parents have gotten to 
work from home. We make home meals daily, play 
board/card games, watch ‘Family Feud,’ have a 
couple movie nights per week, do e-day homework 
while our parents do their work at home, and when 
the weather is nice, we have been cleaning up the 
garden as our flowers are blooming and taking 
walks around the neighborhood…I love our family 
time.”

During quarantine, Jack Aldridge committed to 
getting outside and learning new skills instead of 
playing as many video games. He built a fire in the 
fire pit one evening and made a wooden bench seat 
out of his dad’s scrap wood. “He pulled out every 
power tool I had,” his dad John said. “This is great 
new home learning.”

The Burnell family celebrated a quarantine birthday.

Puzzle pieces have been a staple at the Becker 
household during the stay at home order.

Heather Ludlow and her kids have tried to find joy in their new normal. When they found out that they would 
not be able to return to school this year, spirits were understandably down, she said. “We talked about hope 
and how hope is never cancelled and is often the one thing we can hold onto during times of uncertainty,” 
she said. “We worked together to make this sign, which is now displayed outside of our home. We hope it 
reminds everyone that sees it that despite the changes, sadness and sickness, hope is not cancelled, and we 
can still find joy everyday if we just look for it.”

SHELTERING  
Selfies

ICON readers: Since we 
are all living a new norm 

at home, show us pictures 
of how you’re sheltering 

in place. What does your 
homeschool look like? Have 
you played family games, 
cooked dinner together or 

“gone” to a virtual tour? 
We will feature pictures 
in upcoming ICON print 
editions in place of our 
usual event calendar. 

Please email,  
news@icontimes.com  

or post them on Facebook.

317.839.8188 
nomorebugs@premierpestindy.com

Presented by

Madden enjoyed seeing all the teddy bears (and 
especially Elmo) in his neighbors’ windows as he 
rode with his stuffed sloth and enjoyed the spring 
sunshine.

Flory Phillips set up a “porch zoo” and sidewalk challenge at 185 Washington St., Danville. 
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Coping with stress during uncertain times
By Angel Knapp, Senior Director 
of Clinical and Consulting 
Services, Damar Services

There are a lot of unknowns 
in the world right now. Millions 

are working from home, many are out of a 
job, schools are closed, and emotions are 
running high. After a sudden change, anxi-
ety is not unexpected. Stress is the body’s 
normal, biological response to perceived 
challenges. 

At Damar Services, Inc., dealing with 
stress is not a new concept. Every day, staff 
walk side-by-side with clients teaching cop-
ing techniques and self-calming strategies. 
Here are a few of the best ways to help man-
age stress during uncertain times.

1. Set a schedule,  
and make it visual

Schedules bring structure to what can 

feel like an out-of-control situation. Kids 
might resist schedules, but the truth is, they 
thrive with structure and generally don’t like 
surprises. When making a schedule, involve 
the whole family and make it visual. Using 
stickers, colored markers, and other embel-
lishments and hanging the finished product 
in a common area will help everyone pay 
more attention to it.

2. Laugh it up
Sometimes fun is more than just fun. It 

can be a strategic way to resolve tense situ-
ations. So, if things get stressful, find a light-
hearted distraction. Share a funny story or 
take a moment to watch a silly video.

3. Celebrate success
It’s easy to get caught up in the hard stuff 

and forget to celebrate the good. But, it’s 
important to recognize the great things that 
are still happening. It might be hanging a 

picture on the refrigerator, making a spe-
cial dinner after a milestone, or having a 
dance party after a good day. Whatever it is, 
choose to celebrate the moment.

4. Take care of yourself
Be mindful of self-care. Put time in your 

schedule to relax, to recover, and to have 
fun. Pick an activity that works for you – 
spending time outside, video calling a 
friend, listening to music, or practicing deep 
breaths. Don’t be afraid to ask for a break if 
you need it. Even with social distancing, we 
are all in this together.

For those that feel their stress or anxi-
ety is unmanageable and interfering with 
daily life, consider reaching out to a mental 
health professional. The National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline – 1-800-273-8255 -  is 
available 24/7 and offers free and confiden-
tial support.

HC
SPONSORED

Schedules bring structure to what can feel like an out-of-control situation. Kids 
might resist schedules, but the truth is, they thrive with structure and generally don’t 
like surprises. When making a schedule, involve the whole family and make it visual.
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ICONIC Athlete of the Week

TALE  OF  TWO TALENTS
Avon junior equally adept in the pool or at the net

 The highest level of skill. A more
personalized approach to care.

In a typical sports world, Avon junior swims and plays tennis for the Orioles. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

By Mike Beas

Swimming and tennis aren’t 
commonly a two-sport athlete’s 
preferences, though Avon junior 
Erika Becker makes it appear almost 
effortless.

In the winter, Becker takes part in 
two individual swim events, the 100 
breaststroke and 100 butterfly and 
contributes to as many as two of the 
Orioles’ relay efforts during a meet. 
Under normal circumstances, she 
would be the tennis squad’s No. 1 
singles player.

Unless, of course, Becker was part of 
Avon’s top doubles tandem.

“Erika can play singles or doubles, 
and it always doesn’t turn out that 
way,” said Orioles tennis coach Robert 
Mize. “It helps us match up against 
teams a lot better, especially in the 
postseason. Even though Erika played 
No. 1 singles for us last season, she 
prefers playing doubles, having that 
interaction, and her best friend [junior 
Yamana Uno] is her doubles partner. 
Erika is a dual-sport athlete, so she 
leads by example. Everything she 
performs at she does at a high level, 
which makes the other kids work 
harder.”

Becker took part in a Q&A with the 
ICON:
Q: When did you start playing 
tennis, and who was it that got you 
started?

A: I probably started around 5 years 
old with my whole family. My dad 
[Jim] taught my mom [Kesara], and 
my sister [Sabrina, a 2014 graduate] 
played No. 1 singles when she was 
at Avon.

Q: Why do you like playing No. 1 
doubles more than No. 1 singles?

A: I like playing with somebody 
else because it’s more fun and 
less pressure. I don’t think it’s that 
different going back and forth. With 
singles, I have to make sure I don’t 
hit my angles so sharp because I 
don’t have the whole court to use.

Q: Do you consider yourself a 
swimmer who plays tennis or a 
tennis player who swims?

A: (Laughing) I still haven’t really 
decided. I took a year off from 
swimming as a sophomore, but I 
missed it, and that’s what brought 
me back.

Q: Does being a good swimmer 
benefit you in any way when tennis 
season comes around?

A: In swimming you need a lot of 
stamina, so that helps me in long 
tennis matches. They both help 
with stamina because you run a lot 
with tennis.

Q: Your mom and sister were 
accomplished tennis players. How 
much of a factor have they been in 
your development as a player?

A: They’re probably been 100% of 
it. I practice with my mom at least 
three or four times a week.

Q: You’re an excellent student at 
Avon (4.8 grade-point average and 
ranked 24th academically in a class of 
approximately 700 students). What 
would you like to eventually major in 
at college, and are you wanting to be 
an athlete at the next level?

A: I’m still deciding, but I have an 
interest in the biology field. I’m still 
not sure if I want to play sports in 
college.
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220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 
317-892-4242 

 www.davidahallmortuary.com

Eric, Erin and 
Evelyn Bell

Our strength is 
based on the 

principle  
of our family 

serving yours.

Hendricks County obituaries  
are printed free of charge.  

Funeral directors are encouraged  
to send obituaries and photos to 

obits@icontimes.com 

Find joy in 
daily life in 
the midst of 
uncertainty

LIFE'S 
CHOICES

Karl Zimmer III is an author, speaker, and Board 
Certified Hypnotist. His company, Zimmer 
Success Group (Z-Success.com), is in Plainfield. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, 
treat, or cure any condition or illness.

By Karl R. Zimmer III

We are all dealing with 
some unusual times, and 

some are even experiencing exceptional 
circumstances in addition to the global pan-
demic. 

Many have difficulty finding joy in their 
lives, not only because of the disruption of 
familiar routines but also because of the con-
stant, negative information delivered via dif-
ferent channels, from news sources to social 
media.

We can turn off the news and take time 
away from social media, and that can cer-
tainly help keep much negativity out of our 
consciousness, but what can we do, in a 
more positive way, to help us find joy in our 
daily lives? 

Especially for those dealing with extraor-
dinary circumstances, what can you do to be 
happy, to find joy, perhaps even in all of your 
waking moments?

Most of us have dreams, things we want in 
life or out of life, things we believe will bring 
us happiness. When we concentrate on what 
we want, perhaps all we really end up with is 
the “wanting.” 

Remember the movie, “The Secret”? It 
supposed that what we concentrate on, es-
pecially in a congruent way, by visualizing, 
thinking about, and feeling and believing 
that we will attain whatever we want, we can 
and will achieve. 

So, I believe then that if we concentrate 
on wanting something that we don’t have, 
we will end up having the wanting. There is 
no joy in continuing to want what we don’t 
have.

So, what is the answer to being happy, ev-
ery day? Think about all the wonderful things 
you already have in your life. What are all the 
many things that you have already brought 
into your lives that bring you joy?

You are already blessed with many, many 
reasons to be happy. The best way to be 
happy every day, in every moment, is to con-
centrate not on wanting what you don’t have 
but wanting and being happy with what you 
already have. And so, it is. How cool is that?

STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF HENDRICKS SS:

IN THE HENDRICKS SUPERIOR COURT
SS: PROBATE DIVISION

CAUSE NO. 32D01-2003-EU-000061

IN THE MATTER OF THE UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE ESTATE OF
KAREN E. DEVAISHER, DECEASED.

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

TO: ALL CREDITORS
In the Superior Court of Hendricks County, Indiana.
Notice is hereby given that Lori L. McConnell and 
Linae A. Devaisher were on this day 3-9-2020, ap-
pointed Co-Personal Representatives of the estate 
of Karen E. Devaisher, deceased.
A persons who have claims against this estate, 
whether or not now due, must file the claim in 
the office of the clerk ofthis court within three (3) 
months from the date ofthe first publication of this 
notice, or within nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is earlier, or the claims will 
be forever barred.
Dated at Danville, Indiana, this day March 10, 
2020.
Attest: /s/ Debbie Haskins
HENDRICKS COUNTY CLERK

AVON

Mary Catherine Hurst
Mary Catherine Hurst, 95, passed away March 
27, 2020. She was born Feb. 28, 1925. Services 
will be held privately.

Larry D. Vandeventer
Larry D. Vandeventer, 81, passed away March 
21, 2020. He was born Jan. 25, 1939. Services 
were pending at press time.

PLAINFIELD

Shirley Mae Breedlove
Shirley Mae Breedlove, 84, passed away April 1, 
2020. She was born Aug. 27, 1935. Services will 
be held privately.

Alfred Wayne Crosby
Alfred Wayne Crosby, 78, passed away April 3, 
2020. He was born Oct. 18, 1941. Services will 
be held at a later date.

Donna L. Frazier
Donna L. Frazier, 70, passed away April 3, 2020. 
She was born July 13, 1949. Services will be 
held privately.

Betty Lou Ross
Betty Lou Ross, 91, passed away April 2, 2020. 
She was born March 13, 1929. Services will be 
held privately.

BROWNSBURG

Patricia J. Allender
Patricia J. Allender, 79, passed away April 4, 
2020. She was born June 17, 1940. Services will 

be held privately.

Michael Bohan
Michael Bohan, 81, passed away March 28, 
2020. He was born Feb. 28, 1939. Services will 
be held at a later date. 

Gerald E. Boyd
Gerald E. Boyd, 84, passed away March 31, 
2020. He was born Oct. 5, 1935. Services will be 
held privately.

Deborah Lynn Flanagan
Deborah Lynn Flanagan, 68, passed away 
March 30, 2020. She was born March 7, 1952. 
Services will be held privately.

Laura Miller
Laura Miller, 91, passed away March 29, 2020. 
She was born May 24, 1928. Services will be 
held privately.

DANVILLE

Rosalie B. Easley
Rosalie B. Easley, 98, passed away April 1, 2020. 
She was born May 19, 1921. Services will be 
held privately.

PITTSBORO

Uree Marlene Kincaid
Uree Marlene Kincaid, 83, passed away March 
29, 2020. She was born Jan. 28, 1937. Services 
were pending at press time.

Russell D. Gibbs
Russell D. Gibbs, 65, passed away March 24, 
2020. He was born Jan. 2, 1955. Services will be 
held at a later date.

CLAYTON

Darrell Lee Jones
Darrell Lee Jones, 59, passed away April 4, 
2020. He was born Dec. 16, 1960. There are no 
services scheduled.

HAZELWOOD

Ronald L. Irvine
Ronald L. Irvine, 81, passed away April 4, 2020. 
He was born Dec. 16, 1938. Services will be 
held privately.

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, AND A UNIQUE GREEK EXPERIENCE! ORDER 
TODAY FOR CARRYOUT! WE APPRECIATE OUR CUSTOMERS NOW AND EVERYDAY!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!
CARRYOUT ONLY! 

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 5/30/2020
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2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

Large 1 topping traditional crust pizza 
and an order of breadsticks

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 4/30/20

A note to our valued customers: As it relates to COVID-19, change is happening 
rapidly. While we don’t know how everything will work out, we plan to have daily 

lunch and dinner specials. The normal carry-out and delivery options will be 
available. You can stay informed by checking our Facebook page or calling the store. 

Thank you for your support during these unprecedented times!

7 1 8
8 6 2 3
3 9
6 7 8
5 8 3 7 6

4 6 5
4 8

5 9 4 1
9 3 5

3 John Steinbeck Novels
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 Large Animals
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 O’Bannon Soccer 
Park Names

____________________
____________________

1 New Colts Quarterback
______________________

5 Indy State  
Street Names

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Music Genres
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Across
1. Air gun ammo
4. Tropical fish
10. Ritalin target, for short
14. PC key
15. Hoosier city named 
for the Roman goddess of 
dawn
16. Earring site
17. Narcs’ org.
18. Less refined
19. MP’s quarry
20. Former Hoosier license 
plate slogan
23. Marengo Cave effect
24. Tough question
25. Post- opposite
28. Part of IRT
31. Lenin’s successor
33. Arise
36. “Lights out” tune
37. See 20-Across
41. ___ vera
43. WRTV repeat
44. Colts’ followers
47. It’s between France and 
Spain
52. ‘Droid
53. Cardigan setting
56. “It’s ___ real!”
57. See 20-Across

61. 
Brownsburg 
Farmers 
Market 
veggie
63. Orioles 
cheerleader
64. Clippers 
on a 
Bankers Life 
Fieldhouse 
scoreboard
65. Troop 
group
66. Peruvian, 
e.g.
67. “Enough 
already!”
68. Himalayan 
mystery
69. Looks 
after
70. Desire

Down
1. Unwise 
Hoosier Park 
wager
2. Laundry additive
3. Facial hair, briefly
4. IndyCar dash dial
5. Greek coin

6. Type of swan
7. Cowboy show
8. Regions
9. Three-stripers

10. Jai ___
11. De-emphasize
12. “Curb Your Enthusiasm” 
net.
13. Md. neighbor
21. RV park chain
22. Miro, Miro on the wall?
26. North Lawn Cemetery 
inits.
27. USN rank
29. ___ Friday’s
30. Gun a motor
32. Destination on Delta 
from IND
34. Put to work
35. Moochers
37. “Act now!”
38. Plainfield HS color
39. Good times
40. Tri-West HS football 
lineman
41. HQ for F-16s
42. Asian tongue
45. Rent-to-___
46. Indian fabric
48. Kimono sash
49. Bif Ward’s field
50. Change the title
51. Advil rival
54. Sierra ___
55. Wear away
58. Opposed
59. Tidy
60. First 007 film
61. Purchase
62. Avon-to-Cleveland dir.

Answers on Page 29

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

PUZZLES
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FAITHONFOOD
AN OPTION

Oasis Diner 
405 E. Main St., Plainfield  
(317) 837-7777

We’re all adapting to our new 
reality, including the ICON staff. FAITH 
on FOOD will feature Hendricks 
County restaurants’ carryout options. 
BEHIND MY BAR will highlight 
personal beverages.

First up, carryout from the historic 
Oasis Diner. The tenderloin with tater 
tots was huge, the size of a carryout 
container. The Quaker cheeseburger 
came with hand cut onion rings 
dipped in house-made batter. For 
dessert we opted for slices of pecan 
and cherry pie with house-made 

crust. As a surprise for the hubs, I 
added the Kansas City loaded biscuits 
and gravy topped with two eggs, 
home fries, bacon and cheese, which 
microwaved nicely the next morning 
to start his work from home with a 
hot breakfast instead of cold cereal.

To insure social distancing, I opted 
for curbside delivery. Together we’re 
“All IN Hendricks,” even though we’re 
apart for now. 

MY CARRYOUT SPOT

Leanne Metzger, Brownsburg 

What is one 
of your go-
to carry 
out spots? 
Thai District 
Restaurant in 
Brownsburg. 
It is our Friday 
night ritual! 

What do you like there? Spicy basil 
fried rice extra hot. I love the flavor of 
all the Thai dishes.

What do you like about this spot? 
June and staff are so awesome and 
accommodating. They are taking 
extra precautions, too, during these 
unprecedented times. I look forward 
to when social distancing is a thing 
of the past and we can meet up here 
with longtime friends to enjoy good 
food and good company.

Thai District Restaurant 
5724 N. Green St., Brownsburg 

(317) 939-2112 

Angel’s Quarantini 
Bartender: Angel 
Wells, Danville 
Ingredients: Sugar 
Rim, 1 3/4 ounce 
Captain Morgan 
spiced rum, 1 ounce 
orange juice 

Direction: Shake, strain and serve with 
an orange slice

BEHIND MY BAR

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. Follow 
on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter  
@FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

by Faith Toole

Location names give details 
about vino types

WINE

Luke Stephenson, a Danville native, is a 
Certified Specialist of Wine and has a WSET 
level 3. Luke has travelled extensively and 
lived in Marlborough, New Zealand for a 
year working in a winery and tasting room. 
Currently he works as a wine manager for 
Crown Wine and Spirits. 

Pinot Noir comes from the Clayvin Vineyard  
of Marlborough, one of the well known  
micro-appellations of the region. 
 (Photo by Luke Stephenson)

By Luke Stephenson

Why do some wines 
have grape names on them while some just 
have a place name? 

Well those place names, called appella-
tions in the world of wine, can tell you a lot 
more information than just simply know-
ing what grape is in your wine. 

Appellations can be super broad. 
We’ve all seen wines that simply say “Califor-
nia” on them, which means the grapes can 
come from anywhere in the state, and that 
doesn’t tell us much. 

On the other hand, appellations can also 
be tiny. An appellation in France called 
La Romanee is only about two football fields 
in size.  

In the U.S. appellations don’t give us as 
much information as they do in Europe. 
Here we have American Viticulture Areas 
(AVAs), which are simply that, areas. But the 
idea is that AVAs should have some com-
mon climatic conditions, making wines that 
share characteristics. 

In Europe however their appellations, 
called different things in different countries, 
have a lot more rules. Let’s take a look at a 
pretty common one, chianti. 

To put the word chianti on a bottle, wine-
makers must follow a lot of rules: the grapes 
they use, the age of the vines those grapes 
grow on, the number of vines per acre, the 
minimum alcohol of the wine and more. 

All of these things are closely regulated 
to ensure the quality of the wine and the re-
spect for the region. With a bit of searching 
you can find the appellation that grows the 
wines you love. 

Suggestions this week: 
• French cab: Look for anything saying 

Médoc/Haut-Médoc for about $20 
• Merlot-like wine: Check out Marques 

de Caceres Reserva Rioja for $20 (I love 
this wine!) 

• Crisp white: Look for Soave from Italy 
or a Sancerre from France, both around 
$15-20 

Remember never to be afraid to ask your 
local wine merchant for help.
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Spending time together, 
again (and again)

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

VIEWS

FROM THE PUBLISHER

By Dick Wolfsie

As Mary Ellen and I sit watching the 
televised news, we are constantly remind-
ed that we are considered “elderly” and at 
increased risk of the coronavirus. Medi-
cal experts suggest that we stay at home 
(together) unless it is absolutely necessary 
that we go out.

What is really at risk is our relationship. 
Different hobbies, interests and social 
commitments have always allowed us to 
keep a modest degree of separation dur-
ing the day, which has meant that eve-
nings were the perfect time to share our 
day’s activities, and then spend a couple 
of hours watching TV (together).

But now, we are home (together) al-
most all day, stuck with each other (note: 
Mary Ellen didn’t like the word “stuck” 
when I showed her this column, so I asked 
her to come up with a better word. I still 
haven’t heard back).

Up until this quarantine, we had plenty 
to watch either on the networks or any 
of the streaming services we already sub-
scribe to. But now we have had pretty 
much all day to binge, so it has meant re-
searching some of the other popular pro-
grams we’ve missed because we currently 
have soooo much time (together).

“Mary Ellen, I think I’d like to watch that 
new series about Captain Jean-Luc Picard.”

“Sorry, Dick, that’s on CBS All Access. We 
don’t get that service.”

“I have an idea: let’s watch that new 
documentary on Hillary Clinton.”

“Nope, that’s on Hulu.”
“This is silly. I’m just gonna watch base-

ball all day.”
“That’s MLB TV. Forty bucks a month. 

And baseball has been postponed, any-
way.”

I tried one more time. “There’s a good 
show on Apple TV. It’s called…”

“Dick, stop. We don’t subscribe to that 
service. And don’t even think about the 
Disney Channel; you can kiss the ‘Mickey 
Mouse Clubhouse’ goodbye.”

“Okay, here’s a good one: ‘Better Call 
Saul.’

“That’s on Sling, I think. We don’t have it. 
Nine dollars a month.”

“Sling? Is that really a thing? Wait, do we 
get Cozi TV?”

“Yes, we do. Let’s see, today is 12 hours 
of ‘Gunsmoke,’ and the next 12 hours are 
‘Mr. Ed’.”

“This is silly. We already pay for Netf-
lix, Amazon and HBO. Let’s watch Steven 
King’s ‘The Outsiders.’”

“We already watched that…nine epi-
sodes. Why buy new stuff when you can’t 
remember what you saw a month ago?”

Just for fun, I added up the cost of every 
cable and streaming service I could pos-
sibly subscribe to, which got me to about 
$650 a month. I figured it would be a lot 
cheaper if Mary Ellen and I went to the 
movies every day instead — unless we 
bought popcorn, of course.

Oh, wait, we’re not supposed to leave 
the house unless it is absolutely necessary. 
I’m beginning to think it will be.

Coronavirus will 
forever be etched 

in our minds
By Rick Myers, Publisher

Just like 9/11 and before that, JFK’s as-
sasianation, the attack on Pearl Harbor, the 
Great Depression and so on, our country is 
and always will be susceptible to unwanted, 
life-changing events. As history proves — 
and why we study it — this one will not be 
the last.

In early March, we were thinking of the 
madness the college basketball world was 
about to unleash on us with last-minute 
jump shots to win the game and the thrill of 
watching the underdogs take down a mighty 
basketball Blue Blood. We were anticipat-
ing our annual spring break travels to sunny 
beaches, spending time, if for only a week, 
with the ones we love. 

Then we got a big dose of reality.
For me, reality set in on Sunday night, 

March 15. As a parent of an Avon High 
School senior, I received a robo call from Su-
perintendent Maggie Hoernemann inform-
ing parents that a Hickory Elementary School 
student had tested positive for COVID-19, 
and as a result the school would be closed 
until after spring break.

The next day, at a press conference, a 
second Avon Community School Corpora-
tion student had tested positive, and the 
district made the only choice to close all of 
its schools. 

In a matter of no time, the virus I had 
learned about on nightly news in faraway 
places was suddenly down the street. We are 
now living the rest of the story, which will be-
come etched in our history.

With increased testing and disease spread, 
the number of cases of COVID-19 across In-
diana grows daily. At press time Hendricks 
County had the fourth-highest number of 
cases in the metro area, behind Marion, Ham-
ilton and Johnson counties. 

Tough times give birth to good stories be-
cause tough times bring out the best in us. 
We are passionate about Hendricks County 
and our responsibility to our readers. 

In this edition of the ICON, we have com-
piled feel-good stories and a few that will 
give you pause as it relates to our commu-
nity’s COVID-19 experience. We hope that we 
will return to normal here soon, but when 
the Indianapolis 500 is moved to late August, 
all bets are off.

Thank you for reading the ICON. Stay safe 
and healthy!

Those who overcome great challenges will be 
changed, and often in unexpected ways. For 
our struggles enter our lives as unwelcome 

guests, but they bring valuable gifts. And once 
the pain subsides, the gifts remain. These gifts 
are life’s true treasures, bought at great price, 

but cannot be acquired in any other way.  

— Steve Goodier

QUOTE

1 The Hendricks County Food 
Pantry Coalition was formed in 

2006 to educate and help community 
pantries with nutritional needs. How 
many food pantry locations are part of 
the coalition?

❏ A. 12
❏ B. 15
❏ C. 21
❏ D. 23

2 Two friends 
from Hendricks 

County, Mary East and 
Heather Wade, recently 
achieved success at 
a significant hiking 
experience. What was 
it? 

❏ A. They hiked the 
entire length of the 
Appalachian Trail.
❏ B. They made it to the 
top of Mt. Kilimanjaro in 
east Africa.
❏ C. They hiked up to Pikes 
Peak in Colorado.
❏ D. They ran/walked up the 
trail to lofty Masada in Israel.

3 Plainfield High School’s 
senior tennis player, Claire 

Harper, was the ICONIC Athlete of the 
Week in the March 27 issue. What is 
significant about her relationship with 
her doubles partner, Audrey?

❏ A. They have been best friends 
since attending preschool together.
❏ B. They are sisters, two years apart 
in high school. 
❏ C. They are both seniors, planning 
to play college tennis next year at Ball 
State.
❏ D. They taught tennis to elementary 
kids.

4 The Town of Avon recently 
released yard and garage sale 

regulations for the community. How 
many sales can a resident have in one 
year?

❏ A. Two, at least 60 days apart
❏ B. One, anytime between April 1 
and Oct. 31
❏ C. Three, at least 30 days apart
❏ D. Two, anytime between May 15 
and  Oct. 15

ICONIC IQ

How well do you know 
your Hendricks County 
community? Test your 

memory of news featured 
in the March 27 issue of the 

Avon/Plainfield ICON.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 29
COMPILED BY CONNIE SIEFERMAN
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THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …

In Georgia no one may carry an ice cream cone in 
their back pocket if it is Sunday.
 

SOURCE: dumblaws.com

STRANGE LAW

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

 Rose Promotions is selling yard signs 
to honor local Hendricks County 

Heroes. They are delivering signs, and 
proceeds benefit the Hendricks Regional 
Health’s COVID-19 Support Fund that 
provides meals for employees.

 Steve Boone of Avon Softball Park 
for allowing trail users to park in his 

private lot for access to the White Lick Creek 
Trail.

 North Salem State Bank announced 
March 29 it would donate $1,000 a 

day to a food pantry or charity until further 
notice to help during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

To the editor:
I’d like to talk to you about the impact 

of COVID-19 on our rural communities. I’ve 
spent several years now talking about the 
decline of healthcare services in our rural 
communities. If our major metropolitan 
areas are facing severe challenges to their 
healthcare system in the face of this crisis, 
it’s only a matter of weeks before our rural 
communities find themselves in the same 
situation with far less resources and poten-
tially worse outcomes.

Following the passage of the $2 trillion 
economic stimulus package, several U.S. 
Congressional Representatives, led by Jared 
Huffman (D-San Rafael), called on Vice Presi-
dent [Mike] Pence to establish a task force 
to prioritize the needs of our rural health-
care providers:

1. The development of federal contin-
gency plans for rural hospitals through 
the Center for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) for dealing with CO-
VID-19 patients.

2. Identification of federal and state 
resources rural hospitals must have 
available to them and assurance the 
supply chains are put in place to meet 
critical needs.

I endorse these efforts.
While urban areas can convert hotels and 

empty office spaces into makeshift hospitals 
to match patient population needs, what 
are the plans for our rural communities with 
limited available facilities to do the same? 

I’m calling on community leaders in our 
rural areas to not wait for the federal and 

5530 E. US Hwy 36
Suite 100

Avon Indiana 46123
317-563-3060

cabincoffeecompany.com

Buy One Drink get  
a Short Drink  
(of equal or lesser value) 

FREE 
Expires 5/31/20

state governments before building their 
community’s response plan. 

The modern American healthcare market 
has been slowly consolidating services. As 
healthcare providers regionalize services 
our rural communities have been left ex-
tremely underserved. This is especially criti-
cal because people in the rural communities 
are predominantly older and therefore at 
greater risk of suffering severe consequenc-
es from medical-system shortfalls.

This pandemic crisis is going to prove 
what healthcare experts have been warning 
about for the last decade: Health services 
to our rural communities is diminishing and 
now faces perhaps the single greatest ca-
lamity since the 1918 influenza pandemic.

We must all do our part for ourselves and 
our neighbors. When we do, we realize that 
no matter the challenge, together, we can 
overcome!

Joe Mackey, Candidate for  
Indiana 4th Congressional District

Note: The Hendricks County ICON will publish 
political letters to the editor up until a week 
prior to the June 2 election.
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Planting zinnias from seed may 
lead to longer blooming time

GARDENING By John Chapin

My wife 
loves zinnias. I like them too, and 
they certainly attract lots of but-
terflies and other pollinators. The 
problem is that, although you 
can find budded or blooming 
zinnias for sale every spring at 
garden centers and the garden 
department of big box stores, 
they are usually the short-grow-
ing, bedding types. 

My wife and the butterflies 
want the big showy varieties 
with unusual colors, and I’ve 
never seen them for sale any-
where in the spring. So, for many 
years, we’ve ordered seeds and 
have enjoyed zinnias planted in 
a long row next to the tomatoes, 
onions, beans and cabbages. 

However, if late spring weath-
er is rainy or cool or both, I can’t 
get the seeds planted outdoors 
until late May. They take over 
a week to germinate, and al-
though they grow quickly, it can 
be over two weeks before we get 
any blooms to pick (or for the 
butterflies to enjoy.) Last sum-
mer, we didn’t get blooms until almost the 
end of June!

So, this year I decided to start zinnia 
plants indoors, and I must say it’s been a 
great success. I planted three interesting 
zinnia varieties the last week of February, 
a couple weeks after I had planted cool-
weather vegetable seeds of broccoli, cab-
bage, lettuce, and Swiss chard. (Note: We are 
already picking spinach from the garden, 
sown and sprouted last fall and over-win-
tered with a light layer of straw.)

Not quite a month later, happily grow-
ing alongside the veggie seedlings under 
inexpensive LED shop lights, the zinnias are 

LIFESTYLE

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

healthy, sizable seedlings. They won’t be 
transplanted into the garden until the mid-
dle of May after all danger of frost is gone 
and the soil has warmed up, and I’m pretty 
sure they will be in bud, possibly even 
blooming. This will give us a full six weeks 
more of blooms. I know the butterflies will 
be delighted, as will my wife.

Zinnias attract butterflies and bring color to spring gardens, but 
most sold in stores have a short blooming season. (Photo by John 
Chapin)

Spend Save
$50-$100 $10
$101-$200 $20
$201-$300 $30
$301-$400 $40
$401-$500 $50

Spend Save
$501-$600 $60
$601-$700 $70
$701-$800 $80
$801-$900 $90
$901-$1000 $100

Spend Save
$1001-$1100 $110
$1101-$1200 $120
$1201-$1300 $130
$1301-$1400 $140
$1401-$1500 $150

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com • 10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon

Get It Fixed Now Coupon!
Save Up to

$150
On Any Repair

With coupon only. Most cars and light 
trucks. Not valid with any other offers. 

Expires 4/30/20

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
57 Ridgeway Drive, Brownsburg 

Three Bedroom Ranch Home on 0.7 Acre Lot!

1763 SQUARE FOOT RANCH HOME 
3 BEDROOMS • 2 BATHS • MANY UPDATES 

COVERED PORCH • ENCLOSED PATIO 
2+ CAR ATTACHED GARAGE 

0.7 ACRE LOT • ALL PUBLIC UTILITIES • BROWNSBURG SCHOOLS

Auction Date: THURSDAY, APRIL 16TH – 6:30 P.M 
ONLINE BIDDING ONLY! 

GO TO WWW.HIBID.COM TO BE A BIDDER

For more information visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com
Owner:  Helen Wolfe Revocable Trust

Trustee: Vicki Savage

Jack Lawson  Brandon Lawson 
 AU01000629      AU19300138      AH20100007

1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122
(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810

Open House:
Monday, April 13th

5 to 7 p.m.

HOW IS COVID-19 AFFECTING 
YOU AND YOUR BUSINESS?

Let us help you navigate these uncertain times.

Stay up to date on the latest information regarding the coronavirus’ impact on 
you and your business by visiting the COVID-19 Resources page on our website. 
The challenges are changing each day, and Somerset is committed to keeping 
you informed. Contact us today to connect with a Somerset advisor.

800.469.7206
somersetcpas.com
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The fact is, we were never in 
control in the first place. But 

God was and is now.

SACRED SPACE

What happens when it feels 
like we’ve lost control

DEVOTIONAL
By Alex Hershey

There are events that 
take place in the world’s history that we will 
never forget, that will be pivot points for 
how we will live forever after. As you know, 
we are in the midst of a pivot point right 
now.  

No one expects the un-
expected to happen.  

We are experiencing the 
loss of simple freedoms 
we used to call regular 
day-to-day life, like the joy 
of going over to a friend’s 
house on a Friday night and going out to 
eat, to bigger things like spring break plans, 
high school seniors’ last semester and pre-
school graduation. We are grieving the loss 
of a lot of human life. It has been painfully 
real., and the hardest part is when we realize 
we have lost control.  

Over these past few weeks, we have all 
lost control in some ways.

Or, we just think we have lost control. The 
fact is, we were never in control in the first 
place. But God was and is now.

What I am reminded of every day during 
this time (besides washing my hands and 
social distancing) is the truth that God has 
been working in my life since before I knew 
him. He has been in control since the begin-
ning of time.  

During Jesus’ ministry, all kinds of amaz-
ing miracles happened on a regular ba-
sis. Water turned to wine, bread and fish 
multiplied, the lame could walk, the blind 

could see and the dead were raised to life. 
People loved him, and they loved how he 
talked about the kingdom of heaven. Many 
thought he was coming to overthrow their 
oppressors in a political or forceful way. He 
was the son of God, after all. He could do it 

easily if he wanted to.
But he didn’t. That’s 

not how the story of God 
goes. Instead, he was be-
trayed, denied, arrested, 
questioned, beaten and 
killed. 

That was unexpected. 
But on the third day, he triumphantly rose 

from the dead himself, defeating our sins 
and evil in the most amazing pivotal event 
in all of the history of the world. 

God was in control the whole time.
When the unexpected happens, God is 

still in control! 
He is before all things, and in Him all 

things hold together. — Colossians 1:17
May you go throughout this day and the 

days ahead not in fear of the unexpected 
but in the power of the hope we have in 
Christ who loves us deeply and cares for our 
souls. 

Alex Hershey is the pastor of The Branches 
Church in Plainfield. Contact him at alex.
hershey@iamthebranches.com or  
Twitter @alexhershey.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
2348 E County Road 600 E, Avon 

Three Bedroom Brick Ranch Home!
1488 SQUARE FOOT BRICK RANCH HOME 

3 BEDROOMS • 2 FULL BATHS • HARDWOOD FLOORS • MANY UPDATES 
FRONT & REAR ENCLOSED PORCHES • 2 CAR ATTACHED GARAGE 

0.52 ACRE LOT • AVON SCHOOLS • STORAGE SHED • WORKSHOP

Auction Date: THURSDAY, APRIL 23RD – 6:30 P.M 
ONLINE BIDDING ONLY! 

GO TO WWW.HIBID.COM TO BE A BIDDER

For more information visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com
Owner:  Fischer Family Living Trust

Trustee: William Fischer

Jack Lawson  Brandon Lawson 
 AU01000629      AU19300138      AH20100007

1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122
(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810

Open House:
Tuesday, April 14th   

5 to 7 p.m.
Monday, April 20th 

5 to 7 p.m.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
27.52 Acres • Tillable • Home • Barn 

26 W Wall Street, Pittsboro

27.52 TOTAL ACRES • 24 TILLABLE ACRES 
2592 SQ FT HOME • 5 BEDROOMS • 2 FULL BATHS 

2 CAR ATTACHED GARAGE • FARM BARN 
PITTSBORO WATER, SEPTIC & GAS AVAILABLE 

NORTHWEST HENDRICKS SCHOOLS

Auction Date: THURSDAY, APRIL 30TH – 6:30 P.M. 
ONLINE BIDDING ONLY! 

GO TO WWW.HIBID.COM TO BE A BIDDER

For more information visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com
Owner:  Rae Schenck Trust

Trustee: Bonita Duley 

Jack Lawson  Brandon Lawson 
 AU01000629      AU19300138      AH20100007

1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122
(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810

Open House:
Tuesday, April 21st 

5 to 7 p.m.
Monday, April 27th 

5 to 7 p.m.

B B S T E T R A S A D H D
A L T A U R O R A L O B E
D E A C R U D E R A W O L
B A C K H O M E A G A I N
E C H O P O S E R P R E
T H E A T R E S T A L I N

G E T U P T A P S
D R I V E S A F E L Y

A L O E R E R U N
F A N D O M A N D O R R A
B O T W A L E S B E E N

W A N D E R I N D I A N A
B E A N R O O T E R L A C
U N I T A N D E A N T M I
Y E T I S E E S T O Y E N

7 1 5 4 9 6 8 2 3
9 8 6 2 1 3 5 7 4
2 3 4 7 8 5 1 9 6
3 6 2 1 5 7 9 4 8
1 5 8 9 3 4 7 6 2
4 9 7 6 2 8 3 5 1
5 4 1 3 7 2 6 8 9
8 2 3 5 6 9 4 1 7
6 7 9 8 4 1 2 3 5

Puzzles & Answers
ON PAGE 24

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Genres: CLASSICAL, COUNTRY, 
JAZZ, POP, RAP, ROCK; Streets: ILLINOIS, INDIANA, MICHIGAN, OHIO, 
VIRGINIA; Animals: BEAR, ELEPHANT, GIRAFFE, WHALE; Novels: EAST 
OF EDEN, OF MICE AND MEN, THE PEARL; Names: FRANK, JUDY; QB: 
RIVERS

Iconic IQ 
ON PAGE 26

1. C
2. B
3. B
4. A
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REAL ESTATE AUCTION
18.63 Acres • House • Outbuildings 
6733 N County Road 50 W, Lizton

18.63 TOTAL ACRES • 17 TILLABLE ACRES 
159.8 TILLABLE PRODUCTIVITY INDEX 
1536 SQ FT HOME • 2 TO 3 BEDROOMS 

ATTACHED 2 CAR GARAGE W/BREEZEWAY 
MANY UPDATES • 30’x48’ BARN W/18’x30’ SHOP 

CHICKEN HOUSE • MILK HOUSE

Auction Date: SATURDAY, MAY 2ND – 10:00 A.M. 
ONLINE BIDDING ONLY! 

GO TO WWW.HIBID.COM TO BE A BIDDER

For more information visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com
Owners:  Gary D. DeGolyer

Jack Lawson  Brandon Lawson 
 AU01000629      AU19300138      AH20100007

1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122
(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810

Open House:
Tuesday, April 21st 

5 to 7 p.m.
Monday, April 27th 

5 to 7 p.m.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
137 N Tennessee Street, Danville

2,375 SQUARE FEET 
 3 BEDROOMS • 2 ½ BATHROOMS 

UNFINISHED BASEMENT • UPDATED ROOF 
DETACHED GARAGE 

0.19 ACRE LOT WITH ALL PUBLIC UTILITIES 
Great Investment Property!

Auction Date: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29TH – 6:30 P.M. 
ONLINE BIDDING ONLY! 

GO TO WWW.HIBID.COM TO BE A BIDDER

For more information visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com
Owner:  Elmer & Virginia Cook

Jack Lawson  Brandon Lawson 
 AU01000629      AU19300138      AH20100007

1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122
(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810

Open House:
Monday, April 20th  
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Can drinking beer be healthy?

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is 
Director of Nutrition and Dietetics for 
Hendricks Regional Health. Her goal is to 
share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

NUTRITION By Martha Rardin

I think the question 
should be: Can beer be part of a healthy 
diet? 

Beer can be considered to have healthful 
properties when drunk in moderation, once 
or twice a week. But before we get to the 
healthful properties of beer, how about a 
little history lesson?

Beer dates back to being one of the first 
known drinks for humans, as old as 10,000 
B.C. Archeologists have discovered beer 
resin in pots and vessels from China, Iran, 
Egypt and Mesopotamia. Our early ances-
tors likely found a pot of leftover grain por-
ridge that fermented with wild yeast and 
produced an early drinkable beverage. 

The early beers were probably made with 
fermented dates, pomegranates and indig-
enous herbs. Beer was used for religious 
ceremonies and early Egyptians used the 
title brew master. Beer was used as a safe al-
ternative to contaminated water sources in 
ancient history.

From the Middle East, beer was import-
ed to Europe where barley was a common 
crop. Around 1150 A.D. German monks 
started using wild hops and became the 
preeminent brewers of the Middle Ages. 
Armies commonly distributed a ration of 
beer to their forces. India Pale Ale was de-
veloped to have a higher content of alcohol 
with extra hops so it could be shipped from 
Britain to India.

But back to the initial question: Is beer 
healthy? Beer does have healthful proper-
ties. The ingredients of hops, barley and 
wheat provide the nutritional properties of 
beer. Hops have anti-inflammation proper-
ties. Beers contain Vitamin B, riboflavin, nia-
cin, zinc and polyphenols, all of which have 

healthful properties. Beer in moderation 
has been shown to have a slight improve-
ment on raising HDL and lowering LDL in 
the blood.

A 12-ounce light beer has about 100 
calories, and a 12-ounce regular beer has 
around 140 calories. The difference is the 
amount of alcohol content. Light beers con-
tain less alcohol (which means slightly less 
nutritional value). Dark beers have a slightly 
higher nutritional content (increased Vita-
min B6 and antioxidants) than light colored 
beers because they contain additional hops 
and often have a slightly less caloric con-
tent. 

We are often asked, “How much beer is 
okay?” According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC), women 
should limit beer consumption to one 
12-ounce drink per day and men to no more 
than two 12-ounce drinks per day. 

Too much beer consumption can lead 
to weight gain (think beer bellies), obesity, 
impaired judgement and drinking of beer at 
the expense of eating nutrient-dense foods 
like fruits, vegetables and lean proteins. 

Beer is healthy in moderation only. Any-
thing beyond the one to two beers per day 
and at the expense of a healthy diet means 
beer may not be healthy for you.

As I wrote this, my husband asked what I 
was writing about this time. He was particu-
larly interested in this topic and promptly 
headed to the fridge to pick out a dark beer. 

By Martha Rardin
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With a passion for the environment and serving his local 
community, Steve Pearl is a staple in Hendricks County

Compiled by Catherine Myers

Originally from New Albany, Ind., Steve Pearl, a New 
Albany High School and Purdue University graduate has 
lived in Avon since 1978. With a degree in environmental 

engineering he retired from Duke Energy after working 35 
years in the environmental department. 

As the Avon-Washington Township Library marks a cen-
tury of serving the community, Pearl has served on the 

board since 2007 and as its president since 2013. He’s also 
a former member of the Avon School Board and has been 
a Hendricks County Master Gardener since 2011 and its 
president since 2018. 

What do you consider your greatest virtue?  
I think listening and understanding. People all think in different 
ways, and I try to understand how they process to better 
understand their feelings and opinions. 

What do you most deplore in others?  
People who are narcissistic, practice in deception 
and try to stir up controversy for their own benefit 
whatever that might be. 

What do you like most about living in 
Hendricks County?  
Reasonable cost of living, reasonably safe 
and close to about anything one might want. 
Although, I do miss the Hendricks County from 
25 years ago.

If you had to live elsewhere than in 
Hendricks County, where would it be?  
Kentucky or Tennessee, maybe, but most 
likely still in Indiana, possibly the Lafayette/
West Lafayette area.

If you could begin life over, what would you 
change? 
 Nothing! I have a wonderful family, had a good 
career and a quite comfortable life. If I changed 
anything in my past, it may change those blessings as 
well.

If money were no issue, how would you spend it?  
Support local charities, food banks, animal rescue centers 
and nature preserves.

What makes you happiest?  
The accomplishments of my children and grandchildren.

What is your favorite vacation spot?  
Beach or the mountains, anywhere surrounded by nature, 
where nature can be observed.

What do you do with idle time?  
Gardening, especially natives and perennials, bicycling, 
occasional woodworking and fixing things. 

What is it that makes you angry?  
Invasive plants, invasive insects and invasive animals.

What do you do to escape from reality?  
Gardening, bicycling, walks in nature, TV and movies.

What or who is the greatest love of your life?  
My wife, children, grandchildren and parents.

Which living person in Hendricks County do you most 
admire?  

Lloyd Acton. I have known Lloyd for nearly 30 years 
and spent a lot of time with him as we served on the 

Avon School Board together for 12 years. Lloyd is the 
kindest and most sincere person you will ever meet, 
and he would do anything to help another person.

What is the quality you most like in a man?  
Honesty, compassion, sincerity and willingness to 
help others.

What is the quality you most like in a 
woman?  
Honesty, compassion, sincerity. and willingness 
to help others.

What is your greatest extravagance?  
Probably music. I have way too many music 

CDs.

What are your fears, phobias?  
Cottage cheese: Cannot even stand to look at it.

What has been the happiest time of your life?  
The birth of my children. Little did I know what was to 

come, but looking back it only got better. And I was very 
proud to present high school diplomas to each of my 

children at graduation. 

Which talent would you most like to possess?  
Any type of musical talent. As much as I love music, I have 

absolutely no musical talent.

What do you most value in your friends?  
Sincerity, understanding, accepting of differences and my 

individual quirks, someone who has your back.

Which historical figure do you most identify with?  
Leonardo da Vinci because of his ingenuity and foresight in 
engineering, architecture, inventions and mathematics. 

What is your greatest regret?  
While working for my dad building and remodeling houses 

during high school and college, I wish I had paid more attention. 
I could have learned so much more from him.

What tenet do you live by? Be a kind and gentle person, treat 
others as you would want to be treated.

ICON of the Month
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Flower and Patio Sale! Additional 20% off sale prices! 
Prices good until April 30th!  

(Excluding Manager’s Specials)

EXTENDED Wicker Works Flower and Patio Sale! 
Huge Selection! Great Pricing! 

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE

70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509
www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available




