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at time of service. 
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Whether you need a routine checkup or lifesaving surgery, we’re here for 
you. Find a primary care physician today at ThisIsHendricks.org.

“You feel the kindness 
  as soon as you walk 
  through our doors — 
  we're looking out 
  for you.”

Ruth McCluskey, MD
Hendricks Pediatrics
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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? Have a 
photograph to share? 
Call Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088 or 
email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. 
Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County 
ICON is published by Grow 
Local Media, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon is 
sponsored by one of our valued 

advertisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers working 
in tandem with Grow Local Media, LLC 
sales representatives. Sponsored content 
may not reflect the views of The Hendricks 
County ICON publisher, editorial staff or 
graphic design team. The Hendricks County 
ICON is devoted to clearly differentiating 
between sponsored content and editorial 
content. Potential advertisers interested in 
sponsored content should call (317) 451-
4088 or email lyla@icontimes.com.

HC
SPONSORED

Hendricks County ICON 
reaches a vast segment 
of our community. 
For information about 
reaching  our readers, 
call Rick Myers at (317) 
451-4088 or email him  
at rick@icontimes.com.

Want to Advertise?

Presented  
by:

WEBon the

Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox to catch up  

on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com  
and follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for stories  

and photos that feature and affect you and your community.

Here We Grow Again preps for epic  
consignment sale in Danville

The Here We Grow Again Kids Indy West 
consignment sale is March 11-14 at the Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. 

Shoppers can save by picking up gently-used 
items at a discount in a one-stop environment. 
This time, there will be 120,000 items from 620 
consignors. Organizers are expecting around 
5,000 families to shop. 

The event was founded in 2012 by local 
mother Katie Awwad and has grown every year.  

“It is a perfect combination of reselling, 
recycling and reusing kids’ items,” said Awwad. 
“We are really focused on the green aspect of the 
event this year. Decluttering, reducing waste in 
landfills, reusing and having moms resell to earn 
money.”

It’s free admission. Cash and credit are 
accepted for items. Hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Friday and  9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday.

Volunteers are collecting diapers for the 
Hendricks Regional Health mommy store 
donation. If shoppers bring in a pack of diapers, 
they can get a half-off ticket to shop on Friday 
evening.

myhcicon.com/here-we-grow-again-preps-for-
epic-consignment-sale-in-danville

5 restaurants making plans to open in Brownsburg
Restaurant announcements and permits are 

popping up throughout Brownsburg. 
BRU Burger, the gourmet burger and craft 

beer hangout owned by Mike Cunningham with 
Cunningham Restaurant Group, has signed a 
lease in on the southern end of the downtown 
Green Street Depot. The former and longtime 
Avon resident first opened Boulder Creek 20 years 
ago, and now he owns a dozen in Indiana, Ohio 
and Kentucky.

Green Street Depot recently opened Thai 
District Restaurant, and Noble Roman’s Craft Pizza 
& Pub has plans to open up in the space in late 
March.

As downtown Brownsburg continues to take 
shape, projects are popping up in other areas of 
town.

Arni’s Inc. restaurant applied for its alcoholic 
beverage permit to move into the former Scotty’s 
Brewhouse on Northfield Drive. Panera Bread has 
plans to build north of I-74 where demolition has 

already started at 1395 N. Green St, and Dickey’s 
Barbecue Pit is under construction on North 
Green Street in front of the movie theater.

myhcicon.com/bru-burger-brownsburg-
coming-to-green-street-development
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Cunningham Restaurant Group announced plans for 
a Bru Burger in Brownsburg’s Green Street Depot. It’s 
one of five restaurants planning to open in the town 
this year. (Photo by Faith Toole)

Shoppers will flock to the fairgrounds for discounted 
kids items during the Here We Grow Again Consignment 
Sale March 11-14. (Photo provided by HWGA)

To our readers:
We are sorry to report that in the 

wake of GateHouse Media’s acquisition 
of Gannett, which prints this newspaper 
at Lafayette, Gannett (as the combined 
companies now are known) has made 
the decision to close the Lafayette, Ind., 
printing plant effective with this issue.

Printing of the newspaper at its for-
mer size returns to Gannett’s plant in 
Indianapolis effective with this edition 
of the ICON. 

Gannett’s decision wasn’t necessarily 
unexpected, given the merger and its 
aftermath nationwide. 

Inasmuch as we have attained a new 
print standard, we have been assured by 
the Indianapolis plant management that 
the quality will continue.

We believe we made the correct 
move for you and your fellow readers by 
making the move last fall to Lafayette, 
but the realities of the merger are far 
reaching, and our company could not 
escape them.

We will never stop investigating ways 
that we can improve your reading expe-
rience.

Rick Myers
Publisher

Hendricks County ICON 
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www.cartersmyplumber.com

P LU M B I N G  &  WAT E R  H E AT E R S

✔
Water Heater Replacements  
Free Estimates ✔ Toilet & Faucet Repairs

✔
Sump Pump & Battery  
Back-up Systems ✔

Tub & Shower Replacements 
Free Estimates

✔ Drain Cleaning ✔
Hose Spigots Repaired 
or Added

✔
Tankless Water Heaters 
Free Estimates ✔

Electronic Leak Detection - 
Under Slab Leaks

✔
Water Softener Replacements  
Free Estimates ✔ Garbage Disposal Replaced

✔ Gas Line & Gas Repairs ✔ Trenching & Backhoe Services

Mention this ad and SAVEMention this ad and SAVE

SAVE SAVE $$50 OFF50 OFF
Plumbing ServicesPlumbing Services

Schedule Online at www.CartersMyPlumber.com

859-9999859-999931
7

31
7

Kelson Carter

•  New Bradford 
White Water Heater

•  40 or 50 Gallon
•  Standard Tall Gas 

or Electric
• 6 Year Parts & 6 Year Tank Warranty
• Enhanced performance & Intelligent Diagnostics

Water HeaterWater Heater
InstalledInstalled

$$150150

#CO88900054

“Hot Water Today or“Hot Water Today or

ACTSACTS
9:32 9:32 

Project Project 
DonorDonor

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS: No other plumber makes you this bold promise...No other plumber makes you this bold promise...

SAVE

It’s You We Pay!”It’s You We Pay!”™™

*Get a free Estimate on all Water Heater Installations.  Some restrictions apply. Coupon must 
be presented at time of service.  

Prince of Plumbing

* Some restrictions apply - call office for details
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Kelly DiBenedetto runs the 
Danville Chamber and a 
nonprofit for deaf children

By Stephanie Dolan

Kelly DiBenedetto has a passion for helping people 
with hearing loss, experience running a nonprofit and a 
business background in corporate marketing, and now 
she is helping businesses establish, grow and retain their 
presence in Danville. 

In December she was named the new Danville Cham-
ber of Commerce executive director. Before coming to the 
chamber, she worked as the chief marketing officer at an 
Indianapolis credit union.

“I was there for seven years, but I was really looking for 
something to marry my nonprofit world with the busi-
ness world,” she said. “I wanted something that had a little 
more meaning and that was in the town that I love. That’s 
how I came to the chamber.”

DiBenedetto is a Brownsburg native, although she now 
lives and works in Danville. She and her husband Chris re-
cently celebrated their 20th anniversary. In fact, Chris may 
be the long lost cousin of famous vocalist Tony Bennett 
whose given last name is also DiBenedetto.

“He’s a very long lost cousin,” DiBenedetto said. “While 
it would make my day, he certainly won’t be visiting us to 

sing for our 20th anniversary.”
The couple has two children, 17-year-old Katie and 

15-year-old Christopher. 
DiBenedetto has also used her business management 

from Indiana State University in her position as board 
chairman for the Indiana School for the Deaf. This gov-
ernor-appointed position came about as a result of her 
work with her own nonprofit Katie’s Hear to Help and with 
the state funded plan for the deaf, Hear Indiana.

DiBenedetto’s daughter Katie was born with hearing 
loss. She went through four sets of hearing aids by the 
time she was 4 years old. After home and auto, hearing 
aids are the number three purchase for the DiBenedetto 
family. 

Once when she was writing a check for a new set of 
hearing aids, DiBenedetto asked what people did who 
couldn’t afford them. She was told they either went with-
out them or they got analog hearing aids (basically just a 
speaker with a volume knob) that are not recommended 
for children. 

That experience launched her time working with the 
deaf community at large. After research, she told Chris 

she’d developed a passion for helping others with hearing 
loss. In 2008 they started Katie’s Hear to Help, a nonprofit 
that purchases hearing aids for children. 

“We’ve done several fundraisers over the years, and we 
still do a lot of advocacy work with the state,” DiBenedetto 
said. “We’re kind of a backup when the state plan Hear In-
diana runs out.”

In 2010 DiBenedetto was part of a group that orga-
nized legislation for a state plan to buy hearing aids for 
children. The plan was finally funded just a few years ago, 
but it is still not enough to help all those in need. That’s 
where Katie’s Hear to Help comes in to play.

Because of her work, Indianapolis Mayor Joe Hogsett 
named May 1, 2019, Kelly DiBenedetto Day.

“I was there to receive an award from Hear Indiana, and 
that was a real surprise when they started reading that 
proclamation,” she said. “My kids are keeping me ground-
ed though. They’ve told me we’re not celebrating every 
year on May 1.”

On top of all this, DiBenedetto is somehow finding time 
to run the Danville Chamber of Commerce.

Continued on Page 7

HEARING THE NEED

Kelly DiBenedetto’s passion for helping others and business background merged into her new position as the executive director of the Danville Chamber of Commerce. Her nonprofit Katie’s Hear to Help pays for 
children’s hearing aids for families who can’t afford them. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)
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S E R V I C E S , inc

Furnace not  
working properly?  

Call us for a tuneup today. 
We can’t wait to hear  

from you, we’re all ears!

(317) 839-5877
Visit our web site at Bassettservices.com to see what 
over 10,000 customers like you say about our service!

GETTING TO KNOW  
KELLY DIBENEDETTO 
What do you do to relax? 

Watch my kids play sports — Katie is a swimmer, 
and she is trying pole vaulting this spring. My 
son plays baseball and football. It’s not always 
that relaxing, but it’s my absolute favorite thing 
to do.

Do you have pets? 
Two dogs and one cat

What is your favorite TV show? 
I don’t watch TV. I prefer to read a book.

What are you currently reading? 
I read really cheesy novels, but right now I’m 
also reading “Core 52: A Fifteen-Minute Daily 
Guide to Build Your Bible IQ in a Year.” I’m really 
enjoying that.

What is your favorite movie?
 “The Godfather” series and the “Rocky” series. I 
also like the new “Creed.”

Who or what inspires you? 
My family

“Kelly has been working hard so far on setting up a stra-
tegic plan for the chamber,” said chamber board president 
Steve Patterson. “She’s been working on that with the 
board. The whole team is really working together great to 
engage businesses to be a part of the chamber.”

She’s starting with the goals for the organization that 
connects business owners to each other through net-
working, educational seminars and community events. 
She’s working to update the group’s strategic plan and 
started a new ambassador program. 

“I would love to be able to touch 198 businesses my-
self, but I can’t,” she said. “So, the ambassadors are the 
ones who reach out to local businesses and find out their 
needs and how we can best support them. They’re a wel-
coming arm, I would say.”

Since DiBenedetto started, taking over for Marcia Lynch 
who retired after nine years as executive director, Danville 
Town Manager Mark Morgan has witnessed positive lead-
ership and changes.

“She’s an extremely forward thinker,” Morgan said. 
“She’s looking out for the best interests of our citizens and 

our businesses. I love the fact that she is actively pursuing 
businesses to come into our community.”

DiBenedetto recently secured a new business that is 
leasing space on Danville’s Courthouse Square. When 
brainstorming about businesses that would thrive on the 
Square, someone suggested a photographer.

“If you go on the Square any given weekend, you’ll usually 
see people getting pictures on the Square,” she said. “Now 
we have Wendy Swanson Photography on the Square.”

DiBenedetto is working on future goals for the cham-
ber and hopes to include them in the strategic plan. 

“I really want the board to drive those goals and what 
their needs are,” she said. “We took a survey of our mem-
bers, and we’ll get more information from that.”

Above all, DiBenedetto wants to give back to her com-
munity.

“To know that helping the community, whether it be 
through businesses or nonprofits, just helping the com-
munity overall is what I want to do,” she said.

She’s felt overwhelming support and welcome from the 
town leaders and business community. 

“It’s been almost idyllic,” DiBenedetto said. “The board 
has been 100% supportive of me and some of the chang-
es I look to make. It’s been great. I hope that over the next  

year or so businesses are really going to see the value in 
being a member of the Danville Chamber.”

Continued from Page 6

“To know that helping the community, whether it be through businesses  
or nonprofits, just helping the community overall is what I want to do.” 

     Kelly DiBenedetto, Danville Chamber of Commerce executive director
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Brownsburg Town Council 
establishes vehicle fund

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved, on first reading, an ordinance to reestablish 
the Cumulative Capital Development (CCD) fund of the Town of Brownsburg.

WHAT IT MEANS: The agenda for this 
meeting only had this for consideration. 
The ordinance is state statute to annually 
reset the tax rate for the CCD fund because 
the rate must be adjusted every year to ac-
count for changes in the net assessed value 
to keep the tax rate neutral, said town man-
ager Jeff Eder. The ordinance executive sum-
mary said the rate gradually trends down as 
the assessed value increases. 

The fund is to be advertised at .05% on 
each $100 of taxable real and personal 
property.

Eder estimates that will generate about 
$100,000 for the fund to primarily be used 
for the purchase and equipping of police 
and town vehicles.

Police chief Joe Grimes said if the fund was 

not reestablished the department would be 
hurt and need to rethink its vehicle rotation 
programs. Vehicles are purchased plain and 
must have lights and computers added to 
them. The CCD fund is allowed by state law 
to purchase those items.

The law also allows the funds to be used 
to purchase, construct, equip and maintain 
public buildings, acquire land for public 
right-of-way and a few other public equip-
ment purchases related specifically to mu-
nicipal or police uses. Eder said police and 
town vehicles, plus the technology-related 
items were how Brownsburg used the fund.

There is a public hearing scheduled for 
the March 12 council meeting, along with a 
second and possible third reading and final 
adoption.

Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Brownsburg Town Council met Feb. 
27 for a regular meeting at Brownsburg 
Town Hall. All council members were pres-
ent. The council meets at 7 p.m. the second 

and fourth Thursdays each month in coun-
cil chambers at Town Hall, 61 N. Green St. 
Brownsburg. Meetings are streamed live 
and archived at brownsburg.org. The next 
regular meeting is 7 p.m. March 12.

FRANCISCAN PHYSICIAN NETWORK SPECIALISTS

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

FranciscanDocs.org

PHIL A. 
BLANEY, MD 

Sports Medicine 
Specialists

Schedule today
(317) 781-1133

TIMOTHY  J. 
SHOEMAKER, MD 

Diabetes & Endocrinology
Specialists

Schedule today
(317) 865-5904

315 Dan Jones Road • Plainfield, Indiana
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Champions OF Philanthropy

presents

HENDRICKS COUNTY’S

They say the measure of someone can be taken by how they treat animals.
Renee Harlor, of Avon, is the founder and president of Misty Eyes Animal Center.
“Misty Eyes is eight years old now,” Harlor said. “It was founded in 2011. There is a need in the 

community for an organization that would rehabilitate and rehome dogs and cats as well as 
teach responsible pet ownership and kindness towards all. We want to help solve the problem of 
pet overpopulation and neglect.”

Harlor said that she is very proud that Misty Eyes does not turn away animals who are in need of 
medical attention.

“It doesn’t matter if the animal is senior,” she said. “They deserve every chance to overcome 
illness or injury due to abuse or neglect.”

Misty Eyes began in Harlor’s home and moved to Main Street in Brownsburg, where it stayed 
from 2013-2016. In 2017, though, Misty Eyes settled in Avon, where construction of its compound 
is still underway.

A new building on the drawing board, Kitty City, will allow Misty Eyes to rescue 400 more cats a 
year than it is currently able.

“Right now, we’re turning away two animals for every one we take in,” Harlor said. “We have the urgency of saving a life, and 
this building will make that happen.”

For its eighth consecutive year, Misty Eyes annual fundraiser, Raise the Woof, will raise proceeds for the animals that are so 
important to Harlor.

“It’s gotten bigger every year,” she said. “It sold out for the fi rst time last year. We’ve moved to a slightly bigger venue this year 
and anticipate selling out again. This year, we’d like to raise $18,000. This particular fundraiser will go right to Kitty City. We’re 
getting ready to break ground.”

Raise the Woof is March 28 in the Pavilion Center at Washington Township Park. To purchase tickets, visit the website at 
mistyeyes.org/rtw.

Kitty City Comes into 2020 Vision for Misty Eyes’ Harlor Who is 
Renee Harlor?
Pets: two dogs – 12-year-
old Macee and one-year-
old Olive

Family: Married to Schara 
Staples

Occupation: Executive 
director of Beech Grove 
Chamber of Commerce

Favorite TV Show: Jeopardy

Favorite way to relax: Being 
near water

Currently reading: The 
World According to Mister 
Rogers

CHAMPION CHEVROLET OF AVON
183 S County Rd 525 East, Avon IN 46123 | 317-210-8041 | chevyofavon.com

COMMUNITY
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Danville Town Council considers pay raises, names merit board members

WHAT HAPPENED: The council heard a request from the Danville Chamber of 
Commerce to block Jefferson Street on the west side of the courthouse square for 
the weekly Farmer’s Market from May to September on Sturdays. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council heard about the Hendricks County Community 
Foundation needs assessment.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council heard from MS Consultants on a contract to work 
with the town. The motion was not acted upon.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved two ordinances to increase the pay of the 
assistant police chief and wastewater superintendent. The motion also backdated 
the increases to the start date for each.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a contract with Taft Stettinius & Hollister 
LLP for lobbying in the next General Assembly session of 2021. The other contract 
would engage the firm in ensuring the food and beverage tax revenue is getting to 
the town.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council tabled a contract with One Choice Technologies for 
$132,000 for IT assistance.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council heard of master plans for the future of the 
Wastewater Department. There was consensus to move forward with Banning 
Engineering for consultation and the water and wastewater plans.

WHAT HAPPENED: The Danville Fire Department received approval to install a baby 
box at station 192. It is the first council to approve the box in Hendricks County.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a $62,000 contract with Banning 
Engineering to do work on a flood plain map.

WHAT IT MEANS: Council president Tom Pado asked the chamber if it made sense to move 
the market to Washington Street on the opposite side of the square because it is easier to 
pull in to park around the courthouse and fewer businesses are open on the opposite side. 
Street superintendent Ray Whitaker said that had been tried before and vendors didn’t like 
it. The council asked chamber executive director Kelly DiBenedetto to get more information 
and return with the request.

WHAT IT MEANS: HCCF president and CEO William Rhodehamel explained the purpose of 
the needs assessment and community findings. He said it took about six months to deter-
mine the needs through individual and group interviews. Finally, the pulse of residents was 
gauged by an online survey. There were more than 3,000 responses. Top assets of Hendricks 
County included feeling safe and access to healthcare. The top needs were traffic conges-
tion and public transportation.

WHAT IT MEANS: The council is considering a contract with MS Consultants to lend guid-
ance to the town administration. The contract would help the administration with planning 
and work. It would guarantee a representative in the town one day a week and a consultant 
at two monthly meetings. Town manager Mark Morgan said the town wants to increase 
economic development. MS Consultants, represented by former Lebanon mayor Huck Lewis 
and former Whitestown town manager Dax Norton, would work with boards and staff to im-
prove town functions. The council has a work session March 7 and will hear more about the 
contract that is designed as a monthly retainer fee.

WHAT IT MEANS: The assistant fire chief made $3,900 more per year than the assistant 
police chief. The last council agreed that the salaries should be equal, but since three new 
members were coming onto the council in January, the former council did not act on the 
ordinance. All budget numbers reflect the raises. It will be considered again at the next 
council meeting.

WHAT IT MEANS:  Taft lobbyist Ann Cottongim helped the town get the food and bever-
age tax from the legislature. She said the lobbying needs to be kept up year round. Also, 
there are areas that are surrounded by the town proper, receive town utilities, police and fire 
protection, but don’t pay town taxes because they aren’t officially a part of Danville. The lob-
byist would work on annexation legislation.

WHAT IT MEANS: The approval of the contract is pending legal review and possible chang-
es. It is intended to be brought up at the next meeting.

WHAT IT MEANS:  The council heard a comprehensive master plan in an hour-long meet-
ing before the regular council meeting. The plan calls for a $2-$6 million investment. Coun-
cil was informed about penalties for sewer overflows that could be charged at $25,000 a 
day by the Indiana Department of Environmental Management. Also, the town would have 
to bond the projects. Currently Danville has good rates, but that could change, and it was 
advised to make decisions quicker. Council member David Winters said this infrastructure 
repairs were critical for economic development. The plans also call for a new treatment 
building.

The wastewater superintendent Jerry Crisp told the council that he would recommend 
a rate increase to be phased in over several years. The last time rates were raised was 2011. 
Crisp said the rates should go up a dollar or two every year.

WHAT IT MEANS:  Baby boxes are there to safely receive abandoned babies. The fire depart-
ment intends to raise $20,000 from private donations to buy the box, install it and the tech-
nology necessary to operate it. There are a series of alarms that must be maintained should 
a baby be put in the box. The fire department is not requesting tax funds for this project. 
Nine babies have been surrendered in Indiana. Two were placed anonymously in the boxes, 
and the others were helped over calls. For 20 years it has been legal for mothers to surrender 
babies without the threat of prosecution, but face-to-face surrenders were rare and did not 
reduce abandonment rates. There are no insurance issues with installing the box. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The town has been relying on a federal flood plain map that may not be 
as precise as this proposed map. The precise boundaries could save some residents on in-
surance premiums. 

Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Danville Town Council met Feb. 19 for 
a regular council meeting at Danville Town 
Hall. All council members were present. The 

council meets at 7 p.m. the first and third 
Wednesdays each month at Danville Town 
Hall, 49 N. Wayne St. Meetings are archived 
on the town’s YouTube channel. 

804 E Main St. • Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 3/20/20.
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 46 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974
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HRH breaks ground on behavioral medicine building

Staff report

Hendricks Regional Health broke 
ground Feb. 24 on what will be a stand-
alone Hospital for Behavioral Medicine. 

Officials from the Town of Plainfield 
and Hendricks County Commissioners 
also took part in the ceremonial event at 
the future address, 1100 Southfield Drive, 
Plainfield, in the same campus as the cur-
rent HRH Plainfield Medical Center

“I think when you look at, especially the 
Westside of Indianapolis and as you go 
farther west, north, south, you have a void 
of facilities like this,” Plainfield Town Coun-
cil president Robin Brangard. “And I know 
our first responders, our police and fire, 
are very excited to see this hospital here 
because they deal with people who need 
this help on a daily basis, and we have very 
few places we can go to get them help.”

The two-story 77,000 square foot Hos-
pital for Behavioral Medicine is expected 
to open in early 2021. Patients will have 
access to open spaces, views of nature, ac-
tivity rooms, therapy spaces and a dining 

area and indoor and outdoor recreational 
spaces.

“I think those of you that know…Hen-
dricks Regional Health, know we’re always 

committed to do the right thing for our 
community, and collaborating today with 
US HealthVest as they build this new hos-
pital for behavioral medicine, this is just 

one way we’re going to continue to fulfill 
that commitment to the residents of Hen-
dricks County and west Central Indiana,” 
said Hendricks Regional Health board of 
trustees chair Kelli Waggoner.

HRH anticipates hiring 250 full time em-
ployees for the facility.

Members of Hendricks Regional Health Board of Trustees John Waite, Erin Engels, Dr. Gordon Reed, 
Kelli Waggoner, Tyler Starkey and HRH president and CEO Kevin P. Speer took part in a ceremonial 
groundbreaking for the new Hospital for Behavioral Medicine in Plainfield.  (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

Brownsburg cyclist Chloe Dygert wins world 
championship, shatters world record — twice

By Lindsay Doty

Brownsburg cycling star Chloe Dygert 
was unstoppable at the Berlin Velodrom on 
Feb. 29, winning the women’s pursuit title at 
the World Championships and setting a new 
world record.  

Wearing her signature hot pink shoe and 
sock combo, Dygert beat Germany’s veteran 
cyclist star Lisa Brennauer by 6 seconds, 
winning the world title for the Individual 
Pursuit and setting a new record at 3:16.937. 

“Always an honor being able to hold this 
flag,” Dygert posted to Instagram with the 
American flag in hand post-race. 

The 23-year-old Olympic cyclist shaved 
3 seconds off her own world record set in 
2018. It was the second time she beat her 
own time that day. 

“She’s trying to compete against herself,” 
said Dygert’s mother, Gretchen Shortall, 
who lives in Hendricks County. “She’s so 
focused on Tokyo, I think she tries to beat 
her own time and do better every time.”

Earlier in the week in Berlin, Dygert and the 
U.S. women’s team that also includes Jennifer 
Valente, Emma White and Lily Williams won 
the gold in the 4,000-meter team pursuit, 
beating Great Britain in the final.

The women dedicated their victory to 

their former teammate Kelly Caitlin who 
died last March. 

With the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games fast 
approaching, Dygert will be focused on 
training from here on out, but not the hype.

“She tries to just focus on it like any 
other race and that it is just a normal day,” 
said Shortall, who plans to make the trip to 
Japan to cheer on her daughter.  

Dygert is a favorite for team pursuit and 
road time trial at the upcoming 2020 Tokyo 
Olympic Games.

Dygert earned a silver medal at the Rio 
Olympics in 2016 and is ready for gold this 
time around.

Chloe 
Dygert 
shattered 
her 
individual 
pursuit 
world 
record in 
qualifying 
on 
Saturday. 
(Photo 
courtesy of  
PAImages)
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Don’t pay  

your auto insurance yet 

Your local ERIE 
agent may be  
able to help you 
save big with:

• Multi-Car Discounts 
• Pay Plan Discount  
• First Accident Forgiveness1

1Available after policyholder has been insured with ERIE for three years. Available 
immediately in North Carolina and with the ERIE RateProtect SM policy in New York.

Discounts subject to eligibility criteria and rates and rules in effect at the time of 
purchase. Erie Insurance Exchange, Erie Insurance Co., Erie Insurance Property & 
Casualty Co. and Erie Family Life Insurance Co. (Erie, PA) or Erie Insurance Co. of New 
York (Rochester, NY).  Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and product 
details. S1041JDP 09/19 © 2019 Erie Indemnity Company

Erie Insurance received the highest score in the J.D. Power 2013-2019 Insurance 
Shopping Satisfaction Studies of customers’ satisfaction among recent purchasers 
with their auto insurance company. Visit jdpower.com/awards 

“Highest Satisfaction 
with the Auto 

Insurance Purchase 
Experience” 

7 Years in a Row!

Wade Mantooth
Mantooth Insurance Agency 
7378 Business Cntr Dr Ste 100 
Avon, IN 46123-8662
Fax: 317-272-8085
317-272-1010

By Lindsay Doty

Spring is just around the corner. The 
ground is still bare and mucky. The air is 
crisp and cool. That’s the ideal time for ma-
ple syrup producers to tap their trees and 
get that sap flowing.

At McCloud Nature Park, nestled in the 
northwest pocket of Hendricks County 
in North Salem, naturalists tap about 200 
of their high sugar content maple trees 
throughout the vast park property, collect-
ing sap daily during the late winter months.

“Maple trees only flow in a very small 
amount of time, so we try as it happens,” 
said Carol Wickliff, administrative assistant 
at McCloud Nature Park.

Once they get the sap, it’s boiled down to 
a delicious golden maple syrup.  

To share the whole tap to table experi-
ence, McCloud Nature Park hosts Maple 
Syrup Days the first two Saturdays of March 
where guests can tour the property and get 
an inside look at the process.

“Our tour is everything from collecting 
the sap to tasting the syrup,” Wickliff said.

Guests get demos in tapping or drilling a 
hole in the trunk of the tree and attaching a 
bucket to catch the sap. Park leaders always 
remind visitors that the sap flowing out of 
the trees is not that sweet syrup just yet.

During the tour, guests stop by the Sugar 
Shack where the modern-day evaporator 
condenses hundreds of gallons of sugary 
sap into the sweet rich maple syrup.

The syrup is bottled and sold for $6 a bot-
tle with proceeds going back to the park.

“The biggest question we always get is, 
‘When is breakfast?’” said Wickliff.

To coincide with Maple Syrup Days, the 
Parks Foundation of Hendricks County will 
hold a pancake breakfast fundraiser.

Maple Syrup Days 
at McCloud Nature 
Park teach sweet 
outdoor lessons

10th annual Maple Syrup Days
When: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturdays March 7 and 14
Where: McCloud Nature Park, 8518 

Hughes Road, North Salem
Cost: Free

12th annual Pancake Breakfast 
Seating: 8 a.m to 2 p.m (every 45 

minutes) March 7 and 14.
Cost: Donations welcome, $10 per adult 

and $6 per child
It’s highly recommended you reserve 

seats on The Parks Foundation of 
Hendricks County’s website, pfohc.org.
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Sheltering Wings cuts ribbon on 
men’s shelter in Danville

Kevin Carr (right), Sheltering Wings development and communications officer, shows off the dining area during 
the open house. (Photos by Eric Pritchett)

By Lindsay Doty

Sheltering Wings, a shelter for domestic 
violence victims, cut the ribbon on a new 
chapter of helping people in Hendricks 
County with emergency housing.

On Feb. 20 held a ribbon cutting for its 
new men’s shelter. 

In Hendricks County in 2018, men were 
the victims in 68 domestic disturbance runs. 

The men’s shelter will be located on the 
second floor of the existing building in 
Danville and be separate from women’s 
housing. It includes three living units with 
kitchen and living room areas and resident 
rooms that will house up to 12 men.

“We have 68 beds in our shelter, and this 
will take the total up to 80,” said Kevin Carr, 
development and communications officer 
with Sheltering Wings. 

The project renovations came together 
thanks to federal funding and generous 
partners. 

United Way of Central Indiana granted 
Sheltering Wings $296,158 through its 
capital projects fund, which funded 50% of 
renovations. 

“It’s critical to see an investment in Hen-
dricks County that supports anyone who 
wants to cultivate a safe, promising future for 
their children and their families,” said Jennifer 
Hashem, public relations manager of United 
Way of Central Indiana. “With this shelter, 
now both women and men can see that vi-
sion through, placing more families onto 
safer, stronger paths to longevity and lifelong 
success.”

The Sheltering Wings expansion adds 12 beds located 
in three rooms that will house males and their kids if 
needed.

The kitchen is a main feature of the Sheltering Wings 
expansion. Part of the program will be to help teach 
cooking to those in the program. 

Along with the three bedrooms, there is a common 
area for laundry, lounging and a kitchen. 
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Submitted by Emily Hansen, DWHCS publicity

Dancing with the Hendricks County Stars is in full swing 
and the dancers are busy tuning up their routine. The event 
will be held April 18 at the Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds & Conference Complex, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. 
Nine dancers are competing this year. For more information 
on how to purchase tickets, become a sponsor or donate a 
silent auction item, go to hendrickscountymuseum.org.

The ICON will feature contestants in upcoming issues 
leading up to the fundraiser for the Hendricks County His-
torical Museum. 

Melanie Nichols
Melanie Nichols has been married to Henry for 25 years. 

They have four sons ages 15-24, Brady, Hudson, Harris and 
Hogan. She teaches fitness classes and is 
a personal trainer at the Richard A. Car-
lucci Recreation and Aquatic Center in 
Plainfield. The Nichols family has been 
members of Plainfield Christian Church for 
almost 25 years.

She loves spending time outdoors with 
her family and dogs, Murphy and Mischa. 
She is an endurance athlete, but her pas-
sion is yoga. Food is her love language. 

Nichols wants to participate in DWHCS because she 
enjoys pushing her limits of self discovery, and while she 
loves to dance, her friends say she “dances like an aerobics 
instructor.”  Living in many places while growing up, Nichols 

is passionate about putting down roots. The Hendricks 
County Museum helps foster the sense of community and 
roots that she feels are valuable and important. Being a part 
of DWHCS gives her the chance to participate in that sense 
of rootedness.

Madison Henderson 
Madison is a memory care coordinator and works with 

individuals who are living with dementia 
at the Village of Avon, a continuum care 
community. She lives in Danville with her 
husband Josh and their 4-year-old daugh-
ter Emelia. The Hendersons will celebrate 
their 10 year anniversary this October. 

As a family, they enjoy being outside, 
running, biking and painting. Henderson 
loves to dance and is known by her friends 
and family as being the first to hit the 

dance floor. She is involved with the Danville Rotary Club, 
Westside Professional Women’s Group, Dementia Friends In-
diana and hosts an Alzheimer’s/dementia support group.

Through this experience she hopes to learn something 
new, have fun and help raise money for the Hendricks 
County Historical Museum. 

She was ecstatic when asked to be part of Dancing with 
the Hendricks County Stars .“I attended the program in 2019 
and loved it,” she said. “I felt honored when asked to help 
my community by raising money for the Hendricks County 
Historical Museum.”

John Unison
John is an internal medicine and pediatrics physician for 

Hendricks Regional Health. He has been employed by HRH 
for 21 years. He and his wife Dana have 
been married for 27 years and have three 
children, Emily, Reid and Anna. 

Unison does have some dance experi-
ence with the cha cha, waltz, swing and 
fox trot while attending Cotillion in junior 
high. Unison’s most recent dance experi-
ence is dancing to his favorite ‘80s music 
when out with friends at local concerts 
and events. 

Unison is active in several committees at Avon United 
Methodist Church. He has been named a Hendricks County 
Top Doctor and has also been featured in as one of India-
napolis Monthly’s Top Physicians the last several years. Uni-
son is currently part of the Hendricks Regional Health medi-
cal executive board. 

Saying yes to Dancing with the Hendricks County Stars 
was easy for Unison.

“I am honored to represent my amazing colleagues at 
Hendricks Regional Health,” he said. “I am a longtime resi-
dent in the county and want to see its history preserved for 
future generations, given such tremendous change I have 
seen over the last 20 years.”

(Photos by Faith Toole)

COMMUNITY

Meet the Dancing with the Hendricks County Stars contestants

Nichols

Henderson

Unison

ICONsociety
Brownsburg Library staff, patrons celebrate remodel completion 

Patti Hammerle library board president, staff member Andy Beelby and Cari Palma board member 
(Photos by Faith Toole)

Attendees, including library staff member Jesse Lewis 
of Brownsburg, took part in shenanigans with the 
indoor bounce house.

Mark Clark, Big Daddy Caddy drummer 

Patti and John Hammerle of Brownsburg had fun 
dressing for photo booth pictures.

Travis and Keisha Tranbarger of Brownsburg

By Faith Toole

Brownsburg Public Library guests were literally jumping for an evening of cel-
ebration for the grand reopening of the building after a massive renovation. 

Guests enjoyed hors d’oeuvres and adult beverages from Hoosier Roots, live 
music from Big Daddy Caddy, played life-sized games, enjoyed virtual reality and 
kicked off their shoes to jump in a bounce house.
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Notables
Compiled by Mark Ambrogi

Brownsburg sophomore Logan Miller 
captured the 106-pound state champion-
ship by topping Bellmont’s Isaac Ruble 5-3 
in the wrestling state finals Feb. 22 at Bank-
ers Life Fieldhouse. Miller finished with a 
43-2 record.

Finishing in third place for the Bulldogs 
were junior Kysen Montgomery (37-9 at 
126 pounds) and senior Dorian Keys (45-1 
at 285). Brownsburg senior Drake Campbell 
(40-2) placed fifth at 138 pounds. The Bull-
dogs finished fourth in the team standings.

Danville senior Logan Boe (42-1) won 
his third place match at 152 pounds at the 
wrestling state finals. 

Brownsburg junior Austin Kehr was 
eighth in the 50-yard freestyle and 100 free-
style Feb. 29 at the boys swimming state 
finals at the Indiana University Natatorium 
at IUPUI.

Danville freshman Holden Higbie placed 
fifth in the 1-meter diving in the state swim-
ming finals.

Brownsburg senior Malek Edmonds 
scored a career-high 31 points in a 51-46 
victory over Center Grove Feb. 25. Edmonds, 
who committed to Marian University March 
1, scored 12 points in a 37-35 loss to Hamil-
ton Southeastern. Brownsburg junior Pierre 
Thomas announced a verbal commitment 
Feb. 27 to play for Butler.

Senior Dillon Ware scored 23 points and 
senior Peyton Roof added 20 points in 
Danville’s 89-73 loss at Avon Feb. 28. Junior 
Kobe Ward and senior Sam Comer each 
contributed 15 points for Danville. In Dan-
ville’s 83-52 romp over Crawfordsville, Ware 
contributed 21 points and 10 rebounds, and 
Ward added 20 points. Both players made 9 
of 13 shots. Roof chipped in with 10 assists.

Tri-West sophomore Alex Covey scored 
21 points on 9-of-10 shooting in 54-53 loss 
at Mooresville Feb. 25. 

For accomplishments about Hendricks 
County athletes, email mambrogi@icontimes.
com

ICONIC Athlete of the Week

CHANGE OF  D IRECT ION
Dorian Keys thought football was his future — then wrestling happened

Football lineman and wrestler, Brownsburg senior Dorian Keys placed third in the state wrestling 
heavyweight class Feb. 21. He won in 2019. (Photo by Eric Pritchett)

By Mike Beas

When Dorian Keys needs an escape, he 
immerses himself in the world of anima-
tion, whether it’s a tracking the travels of 
a young ninja named Naruto or intently 
watching “The Seven Deadly Sins” on Net-
flix.

Conversely, there’s nothing cartoonish 
about what the Brownsburg senior has ac-
complished athletically the past two years.

At 5-foot-11-inches, 270-pounds, Keys 
started two seasons for the Bulldogs foot-
ball team. Most impressively, he won a 
state wrestling championship last winter 
despite having been away from the sport 
for three years.

“I did my first year of wrestling in the 
eighth grade, and then I stopped to focus 
on football,” said Keys. “I picked it back up 
as a junior because Darrick Snyder, our 
head coach, talked me into it. I decided to 
give it a try and see what happened. Never 
in a million years did I see myself winning a 
state championship.”

Keys previously attended Ben Davis 
High School before transferring to Browns-
burg. As a sophomore he participated in 
three of the Giants football games as the 
program ran the table with a 14-0 record 
and Class 6A state championship. The fol-
lowing year Keys was one of the Bulldogs’ 
defensive leaders with 43 tackles, includ-
ing 13 for loss.

It was around this time Keys figured 
football was his best chance of becoming a 
college athlete.

Then wrestling season happened.
At the time, Snyder wasn’t sure if Keys 

would even try out for the 2018-19 season. 
Or maybe Keys would show up for a few 
sessions, stop and go back to focusing on 
becoming the best defensive tackle pos-
sible.

“Dorian moved to Brownsburg his 

junior year and hadn’t worn a singlet since 
the eighth-grade. It was three months of 
people talking to him, and on the first day 
of wrestling practice, he was there,” said 
Snyder. “He is extremely coachable and is 
extremely competitive. Dorian hates los-
ing, and if he does is one of those kids who 
asks what he has to do to fix it.”

Keys returned to the mat this season a 
marked man due to last year’s postseason 
run. He won his first 44 matches before los-
ing a 3-2 decision to Hamilton Southeast-
ern senior Andrew Irick in the semifinals 
of the 285-pound weight class at the state 
finals inside Bankers Life Fieldhouse.

Keys bounced back to finish third, 

defeating Damari Dancy of Portage, 3-1, in 
the consolation match to finish his career 
with a record of 84-5. As a team, Browns-
burg placed fourth on the sport’s biggest 
stage, the program’s fifth consecutive top 
four finish after winning it all in 2017, be-
ing runner-up in 2016 and 2018 and com-
ing in third a year ago.

Keys, who carries a 3.4 grade-point aver-
age, will wrestle in college. He’s narrowed 
his choices to Minnesota, Purdue and 
Northern Illinois and is interested in major-
ing in pre-law and finance.

“That’s what I tell college coaches, 
that he’s still getting better,” said Snyder. 
“Dorian has such a high ceiling.”

Fellowship trained in sports medicine, 
Dr. Emily Cha sees sports medicine and 
general orthopedic patients.
Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400
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Celebrate 20/20 in 2020
Dr. Robert McPike,  

Dr. Daniel Whipple,  
Dr. Daniel Spitzberg, 

and Dr. Elise Smith

We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  
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A better seat for Hendricks County seniors

Running of the Bulldogs 5K to raise money  
for band, guard and orchestra students

COMMUNITY

Seniors gather in the dining hall of the Senior Center in Danville to relax, eat and play games.  
(Photo provided by the Senior Center)

The number of months the B&O 
Trail section at the Northfield Drive and 
County Road 300 N roundabout will be 
closed for construction of a tunnel. The 
trail will be closed on or after March 9 
for the duration of the project, which is 
expected to be completed by the end of 
July. 

On March 9 and 10 drivers will 
experience periodic traffic restrictions 
on County Road 300 N as the contractor 
installs pipe crossings.

The new tunnel under 300 N will 
make crossing safe for trail users. The 
project is primarily funded by an FHWA 
Safety Improvement Grant.

Roman  
Numerals

By Lindsay Doty

Whether it’s a round of BINGO or morning cof-
fee to discuss the latest with the grandkids, the 
Hendricks County Senior Center is a busy place.

“The Senior Center is hopping Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m to 4 p.m.,” said resource devel-
opment coordinator Helee Adkins.

The Senior Center, 1201 Sycamore Lane, Dan-
ville, is operated by Hendricks County Senior Ser-
vices (HCSS), a nonprofit that helps the over-60 
crowd live independently through programs and 
services.

“We offer activities such as hot lunches, BINGO, 
euchre tournaments, exercise classes, support 
groups, woodcarving and art clubs, live music and 
a place for seniors to gather and be with others,” 
said Adkins.

The center also hosts educational programs 
geared towards seniors, ranging from free tax 
preparation and Medicare counseling to in-home 
caregivers.

This month, HCSS leaders are working to spruce 
up a few things for their guests. They want to re-
place the Senior Center’s old chairs. For 20 years, 
they’ve used the same rigid metal folding chairs 
that are uncomfortable and seeing wear and tear.

“The safety and comfort of our seniors is very 
important to us. Everybody understands that 

sitting in a metal folding chair for an extended 
period is not ideal,” said Adkins, who says some 
seniors spend most of their day in the same seat if 
they’re doing coffee and BINGO.

To upgrade seating, HCSS is holding a commu-
nity chair fundraiser to replace 115 chairs in the 
dining hall, the main gathering spot. Each chair 
costs $50.

Center leaders are also fundraising to spruce up 
the education room and make it more comfort-
able and versatile.

“The total cost of the project is $9,500, and gifts 
of $50 or more are getting us to this goal,” said 
Adkins.

Once the fundraiser is complete, HCSS plans 
to host a musical chair party with donors to cel-
ebrate the community’s efforts to help an impor-
tant group of people.

“HCSS exists so our seniors can live indepen-
dently and have a place to belong,” said Adkins. 
“Each person’s situation is different, and we take 
the time to help each senior and caregiver that 
needs our assistance.”

Membership is $55 a year.
Anyone interested in contributing to the 

chair fundraiser can contact Adkins at helee@
hendricksseniors.org or (317) 910-4973. You can 
also donate online at hcseniors.org. 

By Lindsay Doty

Instruments, contest fees, transportation. 
Being a member of a high school band and 
orchestra comes with a big price tag.

“Instruments can run anywhere from a 
couple of hundred dollars to a few thou-
sand,” said Greg Kindle, a seasoned Browns-
burg Community Schools band parent and 
fundraising leader. “With the marching 
band, there is a lot of travel, and the all-in 
contest fee is $1,000.”

He’s part of BBOP or Brownsbufg Band 
& Orchestra Parents, a nonprofit made up 
of more than 100 parent volunteers who 
work to raise money to offset costs for the 
600 music and performance students at 
Brownsburg Community Schools.

“There are kids who truly can’t afford the 
fees. The last thing we want is any student 
not being able to participate because they 
can’t afford it,” said Kindle. 

Always on the fundraising circuit, volun-
teers are just wrapping up a community 
garage sale fundraiser while gearing up for 
the second Running of the Bulldogs 5K on 
April 18.

“Fundraising is important because it 
helps fuel not only the students, but the 
entire program,” said Mack Gillespie, an alto 
saxophone player.  

The community run/walk will raise 
money for the Brownsburg High School 
band, guard and Orchestra. Each year, over 
600 middle and high school students from 
Brownsburg participate in the music and 
performance programs.

“Through this event, we look to raise 
$15,000 for students,” said Kindle, the 
event’s organizer. 

It wouldn’t be a band and performance 
fundraiser without a little entertainment. 
For the first time, student music groups will 
perform at multiple stops on the route that 
begins at the football stadium.

“The level of commitment and perfor-
mance by the students at Brownsburg are 
the envy of many communities around the 
country,” said director Tracy Runyon. “With 
fundraising opportunities throughout the 
year, it allows all students that wish to par-
ticipate to be a part of these outstanding 
ensembles.”  

Last year, 531 runners signed up, and 
organizers hope to attract even more the 
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Running of the Bulldogs 5K to raise money  
for band, guard and orchestra students
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Beyond the classroom: Danville 
students explore the solar system  

with updated planetarium

Running of the Bulldogs 5K
When: 9 a.m. Saturday, April 18

Where: Roark Stadium, Brownsburg 
High School, 1000 S. Odell St., 

Brownsburg 
Cost: $35

Early bird pricing through  
March 31 is $30

Register online: ROTB5K.com 

Danville High School science teacher Mike Burdsall teaches a class of fifth graders about biomes in the 
updated planetarium at the high school. (Photo provided by DCSC)

Runners hit the pavement at the start of the first Running of the Bulldogs 5K last year at Brownsburg High 
School, and 531 people took part in the race. (Photos provided by BBOP)

By Lindsay Doty

When Danville Community High School 
science teacher Mike Burdsall flies a class 
of fifth graders into space to observe the 
biomes of the Earth, he gets a round of ap-
plause at the end.

“Teachers don’t usually get claps. They 
were blown away,” said Burdsall about the 
interactive lessons in the district’s newly-up-
dated planetarium.

“We could fly away from Earth and see 
where the deserts are and then fly around 
the world and they could see Africa,” he said.

The 33-seat planetarium located inside 
Danville High School was renovated last 
year.

The dome and digital planetarium projec-
tor by Seattle-based Digitalis are now being 
used to teach astronomy and more.

Teachers (and students) can navigate 
through space using an Xbox-like controller.

“I’ll say, ‘Who wants to do the Xbox 
and where do you want to fly?’ We can fly 
around Jupiter. We can fly to anywhere in 
our solar system and take a look around,” 
said Burdsall, the planetarium’s director. 
“You cannot do that in a regular classroom.”

From kindergartners discovering the 
planets to honors English high school stu-
dents writing constellation mythology, the 
planetarium offers a variety of educational 
opportunities.

The Danville Public library summer read-
ing program took a trip to the moon in 
honor of the 50th anniversary of the first 
moonwalk. 

“We could see the footprints of the astro-
nauts on the moon. It’s just amazing,” said 
Burdsall.

It’s a project he’s been working on for 
decades. The district’s previous planetarium 
was dingy and outdated, using the same 
technology from when he started his sci-
ence teaching job 31 years ago.

“It was just kind of limping along,” he said
The $30,000 upgrade that includes tech-

nology to room updates came together 
thanks to grants and funding from the com-
munity, including donations from the Dan-
ville Rotary Club and the Danville Kiwanis 
Club.

For a science guy who grew up asking for 
telescopes as a kid, seeing students get ex-
cited about astronomy is inspiring.

“My goal is always to leave my school bet-
ter than when I came and I hope with this,” 
he said. “It is mission accomplished.”

By Lindsay Doty

Instruments, contest fees, transportation. 
Being a member of a high school band and 
orchestra comes with a big price tag.

“Instruments can run anywhere from a 
couple of hundred dollars to a few thou-
sand,” said Greg Kindle, a seasoned Browns-
burg Community Schools band parent and 
fundraising leader. “With the marching 
band, there is a lot of travel, and the all-in 
contest fee is $1,000.”

He’s part of BBOP or Brownsbufg Band 
& Orchestra Parents, a nonprofit made up 
of more than 100 parent volunteers who 
work to raise money to offset costs for the 
600 music and performance students at 
Brownsburg Community Schools.

“There are kids who truly can’t afford the 
fees. The last thing we want is any student 
not being able to participate because they 
can’t afford it,” said Kindle. 

Always on the fundraising circuit, volun-
teers are just wrapping up a community 
garage sale fundraiser while gearing up for 
the second Running of the Bulldogs 5K on 
April 18.

“Fundraising is important because it 
helps fuel not only the students, but the 
entire program,” said Mack Gillespie, an alto 
saxophone player.  

The community run/walk will raise 
money for the Brownsburg High School 
band, guard and Orchestra. Each year, over 
600 middle and high school students from 
Brownsburg participate in the music and 
performance programs.

“Through this event, we look to raise 
$15,000 for students,” said Kindle, the 
event’s organizer. 

It wouldn’t be a band and performance 
fundraiser without a little entertainment. 
For the first time, student music groups will 
perform at multiple stops on the route that 
begins at the football stadium.

“The level of commitment and perfor-
mance by the students at Brownsburg are 
the envy of many communities around the 
country,” said director Tracy Runyon. “With 
fundraising opportunities throughout the 
year, it allows all students that wish to par-
ticipate to be a part of these outstanding 
ensembles.”  

Last year, 531 runners signed up, and 
organizers hope to attract even more the 

second time around. 
“I think fundraising is important because 

the money gives us the opportunity to 
travel and compete, and it helps keep our 
program an ongoing success,” said baritone 
player Tyler Kindle.

The money raised will be spread out 
among the groups for different needs. It 
will also help the Sound of Brownsburg 
Marching Band pay for expenses to partici-
pate in the 2020 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade this November.

The trip is estimated to cost $300,000 for 
students and staff and has its own GoFund-
Me page to help with student costs. 

Whether it is large or small, BBOP sup-
porters believe any fundraising goes a long 

way for music families. 
“Assisting families with those fees, in-

struments and general program expenses 
can make a difference,” said Kindle. 

Brownsburg students snapped a pre-race picture at the Running of the Bulldogs 5K last year. 
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HISTORY finds

By Deanna Hindsley, Hendricks County 
Museum board member

Vera Curry is a lifelong Brownsburg 
resident whose father, Jaroslav J. (Jerry) 
Marek created this beautiful deer as one 
of his many artistic pieces. 

Years ago, Vera donated this deer, one 
of their favorite pieces, to the Hendricks 
County Museum. She recently contacted 
the museum to donate more.

In 1922 Vera’s father, Jaroslav J. Marek 
and his bride Vlasta sailed on their hon-
eymoon to America from their homeland 
Czechoslovakia. They decided to stay 
and make this their home, eventually 
settling in Brownsburg.

After working at American Art Clay for 
several years, he started his own shop 
at his home in Brownsburg. He dug clay 
from his backyard, cleaned it and used it 

to make the proper clay for his pottery. 
His sons built a brick building that was 

used as a kiln. The store was in operation 
until WWII began, and he could no lon-
ger get the chemicals needed to make 
the glaze.

Marek Pottery

The Hendricks County Museum collects, preserves and interprets items related to Hendricks County 
history. The Hendricks County ICON will feature these items to help educate readers on the county’s 
history and give a glimpse inside the Danville museum’s walls. Hendricks County Museum is located 
at 170 S. Washington St., Danville. They offer tours 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays from March 
through December and host special events. For more information visit hendrickscountymusuem.org.

This porcelain 
deer was 
donated to 
the Hendricks 
County 
Historical 
Museum from 
Vera Curry. 
Her father 
made the 
pieces at his 
Brownsburg 
shop prior to 
WWII.

DENTISTRY FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

BROWNSBURG
321 E. Northfield Drive #300

317-852-3176
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm & 2pm-5pm

SwartoutDental.com

COSMETIC DENTISTRY • WHITENING • CLEAR ALIGNER THERAPY
PORCELAIN CROWNS/VENEERS • TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS • BONDING

PLAN INCLUDES:
• 2 Normal Cleanings**
• 2 Regular Exams
• 4 Bite-wing X-rays (once per year)
• 1 Panoramic X-Ray (once every 3 years)
• 1 Limited/Emergency Exam
•  All Individual X-rays as needed for  

Emergency Exams
•  20% off all other services  

provided in-office

MEMBERSHIP FEES:
Individual membership is $300 annually. 
Monthly pay options available.
Pricing for families available.
Dual* - $576
Family* (3) - $840
Family* (4) - $1,080
Each addtl. - $180

*Dual is considered Parent/Child or Spouse/Partner
*Family can be any children up to 18 (or 23 if enrolled full-time 
in school) living in the same household.
**Cleaning in presence of gum disease or periodontitis is 
subject to a deep cleaning which qualifies for 20% discount 

SAVINGS PLAN

Visit www.swartoutdental.com for more details.

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2019-2020 school year.

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Grant Name:
An INspiring Author Visit: Read, 
Write, Create! at Brown Elementary

Amount:
$2,100.00

Children’s author and illustrator, Troy 
Cummings, made a return visit to Brown 
Elementary (after last being there in 2014) 
to share with the students his professional 
journey. Through both large and small 
group instruction, Troy told the students 
how he writes stories as well as makes 
the illustrations to go with them. He 
showed the students how to create their 
own drawings and also coached them 
on writing techniques. This visit certainly 
made an impact on these students for 
many years to come!

Just a part of the $130,000 in  
grants that BEF awarded for the  

2019-2020 school year!

The author visit with Troy Cummings at Brown 
Elementary was engaging and inspiring for both 
students and staff! Grade level presentations 
were geared toward the age and interest of 
the students. Mr. Cummings used student 
input to draw monsters from everyday items 
and students left his presentations motivated 
to create their own monsters! Students who 
attend Learning Lab enjoyed a unique learning 
experience with Mr. Cummings during small 
workshops. Over 800 books were purchased in 
conjunction with the author visit, giving families 
a way to connect with their child at home 
through reading.Lisa Johnson

Sponsored in part by  
Kevin Kerzee Farmers Insurance



March 6, 2020
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
19COMMUNITY

By Gus Pearcy 

The Indiana Supreme Court has de-
clined transfer of a case regarding Hen-
dricks County hog farm operation.

The decision is regarded as a vic-
tory by defendants Co-Alliance and the 
Himsel family of Danville of the Indiana 
Right to Farm Act that protects farmers 
from lawsuits and allows the expansion 
of farms.

The lawsuit, originally filed in 2015, 
pitted cousins against one another, 
when Richard Himsel sued Sam Himsel 
over a hog farm being built close to the 
Richard Himsel home. 

Richard Himsel filed suit against the 
proposed hog farm that was approved 
by Hendricks County and state officials 
and met the requirements. The lawsuit 
alleged that the stench of the concen-
trated animal feeding operation hurt 
quality of life and property values for the 
home.

As of Feb. 21, the case has reached the 
end of the appeal process.

“Our family has lived with this stressful 
lawsuit since October 2015,” Sam Himsel 
said in a press release from Co-Alliance 
that helped the family fight the suit. 
“We hope today’s decision helps ensure 
farming rights for future generations of 
Hoosier farmers and that no other farm-
ing family has to endure this type of pro-
tracted, expensive litigation.”

Sam Himsel and his sons, Cory and 
Clint, formed 4/9 Livestock on their 
family farm northwest of Danville. In a 
contract with Co-Alliance, 4/9 Livestock 
would raise hogs as an independent 
contractor. 

According to court documents, Rich-
ard Himsel and another neighbor filed 
suit in 2015 claiming nuisance, negli-
gence and trespassing due to the odor. 
In 2017, 4/9 Livestock won a judgement 
in the trial courts. It was appealed.

“Today’s decision provides farmers 
with a high degree of certainty that their 
farm, which often represents a multi-mil-
lion dollar investment, cannot be shut 
down without reason,” Co-Alliance CEO 
Kevin Still said in the press release. “After 
today’s ruling, Indiana farmers now have 
another consistent interpretation of the 
Right to Farm Act that can be applied 
when nuisance suits come masquerad-
ing as trespass or negligence claims.”

By Gus Pearcy 

On Feb. 27, North West Hendricks School 
Corporation received notification from the 
Indiana Department of Education of the in-
tent to suspend the teaching licenses of Tri-
West High School dean of students Stacey 
Begle and athletic director Nathan Begle for 
two years. 

The next day, the corporation put both 
on administrative leave. News outlets are re-
porting that IDOE is also seeking to suspend 
the license of former principal Adam Benner 
for three years. 

The Begles have not been criminally 
charged.

An administrative law judge will make fi-
nal determinations on the suspensions after 
a hearing is held.

The superintendent took similar action 
with Tyler Bruce shortly after the announce-
ment of the investigation by the Hendricks 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Prior to this IDOE notification, at a Feb. 

11 North West Hendricks school board 
meeting, community members continued 
to push for the resignation of the school 
board over its handling of Bruce, a Tri-West 
High School teacher and coach recently 
arrested and charged with two counts of 
child seduction and a count of obstruction 
of justice.

That was the first school board meeting 
since charges were filed and Bruce, 31, was 
arrested. Members of the community ex-
pressed anger and outrage that he was not 
fired last year or at the February meeting. 
Four Hendricks County Sheriff’s deputies 
were present for the meeting again to main-
tain crowd control. 

School attorney Terry Kessinger read In-
diana code explaining why the board could 
not fire Bruce at the Feb. 11 meeting.

“It can take approximately 45 days before 
the board makes a final decision,” Kessinger 
read from a prepared statement. 

The board conducted business includ-
ing changing the title of the corporation 

business director to assistant superinten-
dent after David Hobaugh passed the su-
perintendent exam. Then several members 
of the community railed at members for 
their handling of the Bruce situation and the 
district’s transparency.

“He (Bruce) stopped the process,” said 
Donna Petraits, corporation spokeswoman. 
“He is allowed due process. He had five days 
to either resign or request a meeting with 
the superintendent. He has done that. (A 
meeting with the superintendent) is sched-
uled.”

It was due process that kept the board 
from firing Bruce last summer when the 
Hendricks County Sheriff’s Department an-
nounced that an investigation. Instead, the 
board suspended him with pay.

Steve Terrell spoke in favor of the board 
and said he understood the legalities the 
board faced in the matter.

The next scheduled meeting of the board 
is March 10.

Indiana 
Supreme Court 

ends farm 
lawsuit from 

2015

Indiana DOE intends to suspend teacher licenses, residents 
ask for North West Hendricks School Board to resign 

ICONsociety
Event honors veterans, raises funds for honor flights

Daria (left) and Richard Gaskin, Plainfield Indiana Department of Corrections, and Fran and Brig. Gen. Michael Joe 
Osburn, the evening’s keynote speaker. (Photos by Faith Toole)

Hendricks County residents and co-emcees Joe Staysniak 
and Chuck Lofton U.S. Navy WWII veteran James Collins, age 95 

By Faith Toole

The Rotary clubs of Avon, Dan-
ville and Plainfield hosted the sec-
ond Salute to Our Veterans fun-
draiser Feb. 29 at the Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds & Confer-
ence Complex in Danville to raise 
money for Indy Honor Flight. The 
nonprofit takes Hoosier veterans 
of WWII, Korea and Vietnam on a 
special trip to Washington, D.C., 
to see their war memorials.

World War II Navy veteran 
James Collins, 95, was honored 
for his service. Collins has been 
on an Indy Honor Flight and en-
couraged guests to donate to al-
low all veterans the opportunity 
to see monuments in the capital. 
At the time he served, Collins’ 
medic unit was the first to admin-
ister a new drug to soldiers called 
penicillin. 

Sports radio host Joe Staysniak 
and TV weatherman and Hen-
dricks County resident Chuck Lof-
ton were the emcees. Brig. Gen. 
Michael J. Osburn was the guest 
speaker.
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Large 1 topping traditional  
crust pizza and an order  

of breadsticks

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 3/31/20

9 6 5
1 7 9 2

6 1
3 5 6

8 4 9
6 3

4 6 8 5
1 5 3

3 Cookie Brands
____________________
____________________
____________________

4 White River Fish
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

2 Indy Airport  
Parking Areas

____________________
____________________

1 Indy Road Hazard
______________________

5 Ivy League Schools
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

6 Things That Fly
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Across
1. Air gun ammo
4. Tropical fish
10. Ritalin target, for short
14. PC key
15. Hoosier city named 
for the Roman goddess of 
dawn
16. Earring site
17. Narcs’ org.
18. Less refined
19. MP’s quarry
20. Former Hoosier license 
plate slogan
23. Marengo Cave effect
24. Tough question
25. Post- opposite
28. Part of IRT
31. Lenin’s successor
33. Arise
36. “Lights out” tune
37. See 20-Across
41. ___ vera
43. WRTV repeat
44. Colts’ followers
47. It’s between France and 
Spain
52. ‘Droid
53. Cardigan setting
56. “It’s ___ real!”
57. See 20-Across

61. Zionsville 
Farmers’ Market 
veggie
63. Greyhounds 
cheerleader
64. Clippers 
on a Bankers 
Life Fieldhouse 
scoreboard
65. Troop group
66. Peruvian, 
e.g.
67. “Enough 
already!”
68. Himalayan 
mystery
69. Looks after
70. Desire

Down
1. Unwise 
Hoosier Park 
wager
2. Laundry 
additive
3. Facial hair, 
briefly
4. IndyCar dash dial
5. Greek coin
6. Type of swan
7. Cowboy show
8. Regions

9. Three-stripers
10. Jai ___
11. De-emphasize
12. “Curb Your Enthusiasm” 
net.

13. Md. neighbor
21. RV park chain
22. Evan Lurie Gallery 
offering
26. Crown Hill Cemetery 
inits.
27. USN rank
29. ___ Friday’s
30. Gun a motor
32. Destination on Delta 
from IND
34. Put to work
35. Moochers
37. “Act now!”
38. Fishers HS color
39. Good times
40. Noblesville HS football 
lineman
41. HQ for F-16s
42. Asian tongue
45. Rent-to-___
46. Indian fabric
48. Kimono sash
49. Bif Ward’s field
50. Change the title
51. Advil rival
54. Sierra ___
55. Wear away
58. Opposed
59. Tidy
60. First 007 film
61. Purchase
62. Westfield-to-Cleveland 
dir.

Answers on  
Page 28

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61 62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

PUZZLES



March 6, 2020
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
21

Hendricks County obituaries are printed 
free of charge. Funeral directors are 

encouraged to send obituaries and 
photos to obits@icontimes.com 

FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

COMMUNITY

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
59.89 Acres • Tillable • Woods • House 
4943 E County Road 550 S, Greencastle

59.89 TOTAL ACRES • 28.25 TILLABLE ACRES 
WOODS • GREAT BUILDING SITES 

1120 SQ FT HOME • 3 BEDROOMS • 1 BATH 
BASEMENT • 2 CAR ATTACHED GARAGE

Offered in three parcels, combinations & in its entirety  
Parcels consist of 12.91, 16.66 & 30.32 acres

Auction Date:  TUESDAY, MARCH 10TH – 6:30 P.M. 
(Auction to be held at the Putnam County Airport Hotel, 102 Ballard Lane, Greencastle, IN  46135)

For more information visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com
Owner:  Marjorie A. Burdge Trust

Trustees: Jim Burdge & Jeff Burdge 

Jack Lawson  Brandon Lawson 
 AU01000629      AU19300138      AH20100007

1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122
(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810

220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 
317-892-4242 

 www.davidahallmortuary.com

Eric, Erin and 
Evelyn Bell

Our strength is 
based on the 

principle  
of our family 

serving yours.

BROWNSBURG

Katrina Sue Phelps
Katrina Sue Phelps, 78, passed away Feb. 16, 2020. 
She was born Aug. 23, 1941. Services were held 
privately.

David J. Alfred
David J. Alfred, 47, passed away Feb. 17, 2020. He 
was born Sept. 14, 1972. Services were held at 10 
a.m. Feb. 29 at Radiant Bible Church, Avon.

Donald Zink
Donald Zink, 85, passed away Feb. 20, 2020. He 
was born Aug. 27, 1934. Services were held Feb. 
24 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Robert L. Holzworth
Robert L. Holzworth, 88, passed away Feb. 20, 
2020. He was born Dec. 12, 1931. Services were 
held Feb. 25 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Robert A. DeThomas
Robert A. DeThomas, 61, passed away Feb. 21, 
2020. He was born Nov. 1, 1958. Services were 
held March 1 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Juliellen Riegel
Juliellen Riegel, 78, passed away Feb. 24, 2020. 
She was born April 1, 1941. Services were 
held Feb. 28 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, 
Brownsburg.

Gene L. Snowball
Gene L. Snowball, 87, passed away Feb. 25, 2020. 
He was born March 7, 1932. Services were held 
March 2 at the Brownsburg American Legion.

Judy A. Ridenour
Judy A. Ridenour, 80, passed away Feb. 26, 2020. 
She was born Oct. 21, 1939. Services were held 
March 3 at David Hall Mortuary, Pittsboro.

DANVILLE

Beverly Oursler
Beverly Oursler, 81, passed away Feb. 13, 2020. 
She was born July 6, 1938. Services will be held at 
11 a.m. March 7 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville.

Tommy H. Burgan 
Tommy H. Burgan, 77, passed away March 1, 
2020. He was born Sept. 7, 1942. Services were 
held March 5 at K of P Cemetery, Lizton.

Raleigh Lee Cooper
Raleigh Lee Cooper, 88, passed away Feb. 20, 
2020. He was born Feb. 18, 1932. Services were 
held Feb. 23 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville.

Debra L. Tolen
Debra L. Tolen, 63, passed away Feb. 18, 2020. She 
was born Sept. 24, 1956. Services were held Feb. 
27 at St. Susanna Catholic Church, Plainfield.

Edward Dixon Critser
Edward Dixon Critser, 83, passed away Feb. 24, 
2020. He was born Jan. 23, 1937. Services were 
held Feb. 29 at the Critser residence.

Emily L. Shirley
Emily L. Shirley, 74, passed away Feb. 28, 2020. 
Services were held March 4 at David A. Hall 
Mortuary, Pittsboro.

PLAINFIELD

Robert Dairle Biddle
Robert Dairle Biddle, 78, passed away Feb. 14, 
2020. He was born March 29, 1941. Services 
were held Feb. 21 at Hall-Baker Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

Norma J. Wilson
Norma J. Wilson, 77, passed away Feb. 17, 2020. 
She was born Aug. 31, 1942. Services were held 
Feb. 24 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, 
Plainfield.

Earl Hamilton
Earl Hamilton, 83, passed away Feb. 22, 2020. He 
was born Oct. 31, 1936.  There will be no services.

Joanna Martin
Joanna Martin, 78, passed away Feb. 21, 2020. She 
was born Oct. 5, 1941. Services were held March 2 
at Plainfield Christian Church.

Ann J. Morse
Ann J. Morse, 78, passed away Feb. 20, 2020. She 
was born Feb. 9, 1942. Services were held Feb. 28 
at St. Susanna Catholic Church, Plainfield.

Helen M. Honeycutt
Helen M. Honeycutt, 69, passed away Feb. 26, 
2020. She was born Dec. 17, 1950. There will be 
no services.

CLAYTON

Carolyn S. Wise
Carolyn S. Wise, 57, passed away Feb. 18, 2020. She 
was born Aug. 17, 1962. Services were held Feb. 21 
at Hampton Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.

AVON

Patty Hiatt
Patty Hiatt, 69, passed away Feb. 17, 2020. She was 
born Dec. 17, 1950. Services will be held privately.

Deborah Souders
Deborah Souders, 53, passed away Feb. 24, 2020. 
She was born March 7, 1966. Services were held 
Feb. 27 at Kingsway Christian Church, Avon.

Carol S. Howard
Carol S. Howard, 88, passed away Feb. 25, 2020. 
She was born March 1, 1931. Services were held 
March 2 at Chapel Hill United Methodist Church.

PITTSBORO

Jerry Bougher
Jerry Bougher, 69, passed away Feb. 25, 2020. He 
was born July 25, 1950. Services were held Feb. 29 
at David A. Hall Mortuary, Pittsboro.

Kence Lawson
Kence Lawson passed away Feb. 27, 2020. 
Services were pending at press time.
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Watt a day: why I hate running even  
light errands for my wife

Men IN Action READ harnesses the power  
of reading together March 19

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with 
his wife of 33 years. Dick is usually in the 
basement trying to think up something 
funny to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

Kevin Carr is an Avon resident and the 
Development and Communications Of-
ficer at Sheltering Wings in Danville.

VIEWS

EDITORIAL

By Dick Wolfsie

I hate running errands for my wife. I nev-
er find exactly what she wants, and I often 
bring home the wrong thing. I can’t even 
get milk right.

“Dick, you know I drink almond milk, 
unsweetened and organic. You got dairy, 
not almond, and unless I’m color blind, this 
looks like chocolate milk to me.”

Men can’t find things in supermarkets. 
If you observe a man in a hardware store 
talking to his wife on the phone, he’s prob-
ably not asking what lug nuts he needs 
for the mower. If you see this same guy in 
Kroger, he has no idea where the tahini is 
or what it is.

Mary Ellen wanted me to go to the hard-
ware store for kitchen light bulbs. I said, 
“I’m not going back to the store four times. 
Tell me exactly what kind of bulbs you 
want.”

“Okay, I’ll text it to you.”
Here’s the message I got:
Diameter: 1.88 inches
Base type: medium

Voltage: 130
Lumens: 700
Wattage: 60
Life hours: 3,500
Bulb Type: LED
Color: Frosted
“Mary Ellen, you have to be kidding me,” 

I texted back. “I have no chance to get this 
right.”  “Look, those specs are exactly what 
we need for our new kitchen lighting,” she 
replied. “And make sure the clerk knows 
the fixtures are recessed. Please try to get 
this right the first time.”

There must have been 100 kinds of 
bulbs. I put my glasses on and tried to read 
the small print. The lighting in that part of 
the store was lousy.

One brand boasted that the bulbs in the 
box would last 25 years. This was not good 
enough for me. I’m only 73, and when I 
spend that kind of money on bulbs, I want 
a lifetime guarantee. The model number 
for another type was 1003024303, which 
sounded like I had one chance in 100 bil-
lion to get the right ones.

I never found exactly what she wanted, 

so there was tension between us when we 
talked on the phone. That’s when I decided 
to inject a little humor. Later, I walked in 
the house with a bulb in my mouth…

“Having a light snack?” asked Mary El-
len. She beat me to the punch line, which 
always ticks me off.

We agreed that having me shop for her 
was never a good idea. It was getting late, 
and we were hungry. “Why don’t you go 
get a carry-out pizza for us?” Mary Ellen 
asked.

“Okay, can you tell me what toppings 
you want? I don’t want to make any more 
mistakes.”

“Whatever you want,” she said. “I’m not 
particular.”

By Kevin Carr

I love reading. So, we’ve made reading 
an important part of our son’s life. Starting 
when he was a baby, we read to him every 
day. We are convinced for this one reason 
he has such strong language skills. 

More importantly, the hours together 
deepened our bonds. I wouldn’t trade 
those times together, especially now that 
he’s in middle school and no longer inter-
ested in a bedtime story with Dad.

Did you know that reading for plea-
sure is one of the 40 core supports and 
strengths experts identify as critical for 
young people if they are to succeed?* 
Along with assets like family support, 
relationships with adults, a community 
that values youth, safety, service to others 
and adult role models, love of reading is a 
building block of healthy, productive lives.

This is what makes me so excited about 
Men IN Action READ!

This volunteer program is the creation of 
Men IN Action, a group of engaged and in-
formed men working together to promote 
positive social behaviors aimed at ending all 
forms of violence in our community — es-
pecially domestic and teen dating violence. 

On March 19, Men IN Action will equip 
readers with “What Should Danny Do? 
School Day” by Ganit and Adir Levy, a 
choose-your-own-adventure book that 
teaches students they have the power to 
choose their actions and reactions (an im-
portant lesson for all of us). 

More than 400 men will then volunteer 
as guest readers in 22 public and private 
elementary schools across Hendricks 
County, putting them in contact with more 
than 8,000 students. 

I’m excited to spend the morning of 
March 19 with hundreds of men who care 
about our community as much as I do, 
sharing my love of reading with a class-
room full of new friends.

To learn more or volunteer, visit shelter-
ingwings.org/menread.

*Source: The Developmental Assets® 
Framework by Search Institute.

When you’re done with 
medicine, Hendricks 

County agencies  
offer disposal

Waterways across the nation suffer, often 
contaminated with expired, unwanted or 
unused medications. 

Thanks to the Hendricks County Solid 
Waste District and all police agencies in the 
county, Hendricks County offers several 
easy places to dispose of old medicines. 
Don’t flush!

Wastewater treatment plants are not 
designed to remove all pharmaceuticals, 
and they leave trace elements of antide-
pressants, antiepileptics and other com-
pounds experts detect in streams and rivers 
throughout the country.

In conjunction with the Hendricks County 
Substance Abuse Task Force, police depart-
ments in Avon, Brownsburg, Danville and 
Plainfield, as well as the Hendricks County 
Sheriff’s Office, all have medicine collection 
boxes in the lobby. A collection box also sits 
in IU Health West Hospital’s lobby, and resi-
dents can drop off all medicines during the 
five Tox Away Days hosted by the district 
from April to October.

Last month, the Danville Police Depart-
ment announced that residents dropped off 
133 pounds of old prescription and over-
the-counter medicines in only six months. 
This is a significant relief to not only law en-
forcement but to environmental safety and 
public health.

Anyone can use the drop boxes during 
normal business hours. There is no need 
to interact with the staff; just drop off the 
medicines and leave. 

Leave prescription or over-the-counter 
medicines in their original containers with 
personal information removed or marked 
out. Officials need to see the name of the 
drug and the prescribing pharmacy.

No illicit drugs, syringes, lancets, needles 
or thermometers are allowed.

Kudos to this collaboration by multiple 
agencies in our county to help clean up our 
waterways and safely dispose of medications.

“It was one of those March days 
when the sun shines hot and 

the wind blows cold: when it is 
summer in the light, and winter 

in the shade.” 
— Charles Dickens

QUOTE

Along with assets like family 
support, relationships with 
adults, a community that 

values youth, safety, service 
to others and adult role 

models, love of reading is a 
building block of healthy, 

productive lives.
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1 Charlotte Drykos and her husband 
Tony own the Dynamic Dance & 

Tumbling studio in Brownsburg. They 
met and married in Las Vegas while 
Charlotte was working as an acrobat 
for what headline entertainment act?

❏ A. The Cirque du Soleil
❏ B. Marlena, the Mistress 
of Magic
❏ C. Siegfried and Roy
❏ D. The Flying 
Wallendas

2 The Hendricks 
County Cotillion 

Class teaches seventh and 
eighth grade teens what 
social skills? 

❏ A. Ballroom dance 
steps and personal 
etiquette
❏ B. Thank you notes and 
written correspondence
❏ C. Public speaking 
and competitive speech 
presentations
❏ D. Fine arts and 
appreciation of cultural 
opportunities

3 The Avon High School Interact 
Club works in conjunction with 

Avon Rotarians each spring on an 
annual gently-used clothing sale with 
what items for what target audience?

❏ A. Wedding and bridesmaid dresses 
for bridal parties
❏ B. Prom dresses and accessories for 
high school girls
❏ C. Business attire for women going 
on job interviews
❏ D. Baby and children’s clothing for 
young moms

4 Danville senior wrestler Logan 
Boe was the featured ICONic 

Athlete of the Week in the Feb. 21 
issue. After graduation, he begins 
basic training with a view toward what 
role in the military?

❏ A. An intelligence officer in the Air 
Force
❏ B. A drone pilot in the Army
❏ C. A commander in the Navy
❏ D. Presidential detail in the Marines

ICONIC IQ

How well do you know 
your Hendricks County 
community? Test your 

memory of news featured 
in the Feb. 21 issue of the 

Brownsburg/Danville ICON.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 28
COMPILED BY CONNIE SIEFERMAN

VIEWS

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …

For certain organizations in North Carolina, bingo 
games can last only up to five hours. 

SOURCE: dumblaws.com

STRANGE LAW

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

On Feb. 24 Jerry Cunningham 
marked 30 years of continuous 

service with Danville Metropolitan Police 
Department. 

Tommy Johnson. Jr., Avon, won 
Funny Car NHRA Arizona Nationals 

Feb. 23 at Wild Horse Pass Motorsports Park 
in Phoenix. It was Johnson’s first victory of 
the season and 20th career win.

Registration is open for the 2020 
B&O Bicycle Tour Sponsored by 

Hendricks Regional Health. It will be at 
Lucas Oil Raceway in Brownsburg June 6. 
Register at tinyurl.com/botrailbiketour2020.

Danville Community Garden Plots 
open for planting April 18. Register 

for one on the Danville Parks website. 

A Hendricks County gem 
I have something that has been weighing 

on my mind the last few days. I went to a 
visitation for a client who had passed away. 

The visitation/funeral was at one of those 
“big” funeral homes. It was cold. And I don’t 
mean the temperature. I mean the people 
that worked there. They were just there, no 
interaction, not even a hello.  

Also, the fact that it was cookie cutter, 
and nothing was personalized. Nothing. 

I was sad for the family. This is their loved 
one. This was their final goodbye. 

It made me realize that all funeral homes 
are not created equal. It should be a reflec-
tion of the person you are celebrating.   

It made me appreciate so much more our 
local funeral home. We have a gem in our 
community, and I don’t even know if people 
realize it.  

Thank you, Eric Bell for being so attentive 
and for creating such personalized funer-
als. Thank you for truly caring about your 
clients. Just a recommendation if you are in 
need of funeral services, I recommend Da-
vid A. Hall Mortuary. It is a Hendricks County 
gem!

Misty Gears, Avon
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Pick up these New 
Zealand wines for your 
next Indiana tasting
WINE By Luke Stephenson

Ah, New Zealand — my home for a year and 
home to some of the world’s youngest but most exciting wine re-
gions.

In Indiana we often think of just one thing when it comes to New 
Zealand wine, Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc. While sauv has been 
the grape the country has built its reputation on, and Marlborough 
has led the charge, New Zealand is doing much more in terms of 
quality wine production. In particular two regions, Hawke’s Bay on 
the North Island and Central Otago on the South Island are making 
stellar wines.

I think the north is the area that has the most untapped poten-
tial for quality wine, Hawke’s Bay. If you like cabs, merlots and other 
heavy reds this is the area for you. They are particularly gaining a 
great reputation for syrah that is more reminiscent of rhone style 
syrah than the Aussie Shiraz. If you find wines from Gimblett Gravels, 
buy it. This is the premier sub-appellation for Hawke’s Bay.

Popping south nearly 600 miles to New Zealand’s luxury wine 
area, Central Otago has made its name on some world class pinot 
noirs, and, if you can find them, some amazing sparkling wines. 

This region sells itself as being the Burgundy of the Southern 
Hemisphere, the ancestral home of pinot noir. With similar climates 
and latitudes, many professionals think the comparison holds true.

Some great wines to pick up for New Zealand:
• Mister’s Hawkes Bay Syrah that will run about $25. 
• From winemaker Kim Crawford, Loveblock Central Otago Pinot 

Noir, again around $25.
• For those who shop online, look for Mt. Difficulty Central Otago 

Pinot Noir for about $50.
• And never pass up a classic, Giesen Marlborough Sauvignon 

Blanc that you can find for $10.

Luke Stephenson, a Danville native, is a Certified Specialist of Wine and has a WSET 
level 3. Luke has travelled extensively and lived in Marlborough, New Zealand for a 
year working in a winery and tasting room. Currently he works as a wine manager 
for Crown Wine and Spirits. 

EVENTScalendar

March
6 Friday
Totally Rad Reptiles
6-8 p.m. Washington Township Park, 435 Whipple 
Lane, Avon. Learn about native reptiles from the Hoo-
sier Herpetological Society. Meet adoptable reptiles 
from A Critter’s Chance. Tickets at wtp.recdesk.com.

7, 18 Saturday, Wednesday
Core Strength: Building Strength for Stability and 
Reduced Pain
10 a.m. White Lick Presbyterian Church, 2530 N. CR 
600 E, Avon. Exercises done without equipment to 
build up core strength. Stabilize spine, reduce back 
pain. Moves done in chairs or on the floor with no im-
pact. For beginners; challenges offered when ready. 
All ages welcome. Taught by a Brownsburg PE/Health 
teacher. Free.

7, 14 Saturdays
Maple Syrup Days
9 a.m.-3 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes 
Road, North Salem. Hands-on experience while dis-
covering the rich history of maple sugaring. Learn 
how to tap a tree. All-natural maple syrup from the 
park trees is available for purchase. Ongoing through-
out the day. Free.

7,14 Saturdays
Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
8 a.m.-2 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes 
Road, North Salem. Dine on homemade pancakes 
during McCloud Maple Syrup Days. Proceeds benefit 
Hendricks County Parks and Recreation. Suggested 
donation of $10/adult, $6/child. Reservations encour-
aged. Walk-ins welcome as space allows. 

9-19 Monday-Thursday (two weeks)
Learn To Swim
5:30 p.m. Brownsburg High School, 1000 S. Odell St., 
Brownsburg. Two-week program, Monday-Thurs-
day each week. Recreational and competitive swim 
strokes, basic water safety for young children through 
American Red Cross. Lessons in the aquatic center. 
Tickets at apm.activecommunities.com.

10 Tuesday
Hendricks County Business Leader’s  
Women’s Luncheon
11:30 a.m. Washington Township Park Pavilion Center, 
435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Guest speaker Madalyn Kin-
sey, author of “I’ll Go to the Gym When I Lose Weight,” 
discusses the absurdities and foibles of being a wom-
an in our complex world. Lunch served. Cost: $15. 

Register with Cathy Myers at cathy@icontimes.com or 
call or text (317) 918-0334.

11 Wednesday
Clip and Sip
6-8 p.m. Washington Township Park, 435 Whipple 
Lane, Avon. Adult fresh-flower arranging class with 
wine to sip while learning and creating. Take arrange-
ment home as a wreath or a centerpiece. Cylinder 
glass container and floating candle included. Tickets 
at wtp.recdesk.com.

14 Saturday
Mom and Sons Super Galactic Fun
4-6 p.m. Washington Township Parks and Recreation, 
435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Video games, music, food 
and fun for moms and their sons. Family photo ops; 
costumes optional. $20 for each mom/son pair, $5 ex-
tra for each additional mom or son. Info and tickets at 
wtp.recdesk.com.

14 Saturday
ArtScape 2020
7-9 p.m. Avon Washington Township Public Library, 
498 N. Avon Ave., Avon. Annual event to celebrate the 
arts in Hendricks County. Library will also commemo-
rate 100 years of service to the community. Advance 
tickets $25. Visit AvonLibrary.net for info and tickets.

18 Wednesday
Nailed It!
6-8 p.m. Pecar Nature Park, 5203 E. CR 150 N, Avon. 
Duplicate a confection decoration by a professional 
baker. Ages 6 to 15. Information and tickets at wtp.
recdesk.com.

19 Thursday
Honeybee Club Meeting
6:30-8 p.m. Hope Community Church, 3350 N. Indiana  
267, Brownsburg. Learn about the importance of hon-
eybees to our existence and environment and how to 
be a beekeeper. Steve Hall will speak on swarm traps, 
and Randel Patterson will cover growing degree days. 
Free.

21 Saturday
Coffee and Conversation with Jessica Helmbold
2-3:30 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Road, 
North Salem. Indy Parks naturalist speaks on the his-
tory of coffee farming and its impact on the environ-
ment. Learn how to support rainforest conservation 
with the kind of coffee you buy. Sample different 
varieties of Rainforest Alliance/bird-friendly coffees. 
Recommended for adults. Free.
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FAITHONFOOD
AN OPTION

Piada Italian Street Food 
8601 River Crossing Boulevard 
Indianapolis

With so many dining choices at the 
Fashion Mall, a coveted parking spot 
close to the door made our decision 
Piada Italian Street Food. 

At the counter, we ordered the 
Chef’s Favorite Piada, Italian Chop 
Chop Salad and Balsamic Salad. My 
guest and I shared the piada, an 
Italian-style street wrap with spicy 
diavolo sauce, romaine, mozzarella, 
sweet peppers and spicy ranch. I 
went with the menu suggestion to 
add chicken to my spinach salad 
with bruschetta tomatoes and sliced 
pecans. The salad was made with 

romaine, red cabbage, parmesan 
crisps, muffaletta, sweet and spicy 
peppers, feta, pepperoni and Italian 
dressing. Our dinner was perfecto!  

WHERE I DINE

Brett Reffeitt, Danville

Where do you like to 
dine? The Loft at Traders 
Point Creamery

What do you like there? 
Everything really. They’re 
always changing the menu to what’s 
fresh and in season, so it’s never the 
same thing and always done right 
with each dish having its own unique 
preparation.

What do you like about this place? 
It’s local, not a chain that you can get 
just anywhere, and can’t be more 
fresh since the farm-to-table concept 
is literally having the restaurant on 
a farm. The atmosphere is equally 
inviting with what I call upscale rustic. 
Although I travel extensively, I’m 
always pleased to be able to have 
such an excellent dining experience 
when I’m home. 

The Loft at Traders Point Creamery 
9101 Moore Road, Zionsville

Down South Margarita  
Buffalo Wild Wings
9875 E. U.S. 36, 
Avon
Bartender: Julie 
Bell, Avon 
Ingredients: 
• 1 lime wedge, 

squeeze and 
drop 

• 1.5 oz Sauza Gold Tequila
• .5 oz Bols Melon Liqueur
• 2 oz Mountain Dew

• Garnish: lime wedge, beef stick 
Direction: Salt rim of glass. Fill half of 
the shaker with ice. Add ingredients, 
cover and shake. Strain contents into 
glass. Garnish with lime and beef 
stick. 

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. Follow 
on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter  @
FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

by Faith Toole

NIGHT & DAY

Lenten Dinner
In the St. Malachy School Gymnasium  
7410 County Road 1000, Brownsburg

Dinners
All You Can Eat 
(Anything & Everything) ��������������������������������$15.00
Full Meal Deal:  
(Entrée, 2 Sides, Drink & Dessert) ���������������������� $10.00
Basic Dinner: 
(Entrée & 2 Sides) ������������������������������������������� $8.00

Entrées : $5.50 (Make any entrée a sandwich)
Baked Fish (Cod)
Fried Shrimp (7 pc)

Hand Breaded Fried Fish (Cod)
Hand Breaded Fried Catfish

Sides: $1.75 Each
Baked Potato
Baked Sweet Potato
Scalloped Potatoes
Soup - Small

French Fries
Green Beans
Applesauce
Mac & Cheese

Cole Slaw
Salad - Small

Soup & Salad Bar: $5.50 
(All you can eat Soup, Salad & Rolls)

Other Dishes
Soup or Salad  – Bowl..............$2.50
Fried Shrimp – 3 pc ................$2.75
Cheese Pizza ..........................$2.00
Cheese Sticks ..........................$2.00

Drinks: $1.00 Each
Lemonade - Iced Tea - Fruit Punch

Coffee (FREE Refills)
Bottled Water (per bottle)

Desserts: $1.00 Each

St. Malachy Knights of Columbus #12540

March 6
March 13, March 20

March 27, April 3

Fridays
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Present this coupon and receive  
“FREE DESSERT OR FREE DRINK” with purchase of a meal.
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The perennial foxglove offers 
promising blooms this season
GARDENING By John Chapin

Area gardeners la-
ment that there are really no perennials that 
bloom with gracefully tall flower stalks to 
use as accents in their gardens. 

Delphiniums and lupines quickly suc-
cumb to our hot, humid summers. Holly-
hocks are okay, but unsightly leaf rust and 
a short blooming season limit their effect 
in the garden. (They are a host plant for 
Painted Lady butterflies though!) Foxgloves 
are more reliable, but they are biennial, 
needing two years to bloom from seed and 
then dying completely. If you›re lucky, they 
will reseed.

So, it’s great news that this year will see 
the release of a truly perennial foxglove that 
thrives in our area, blooms from late spring to 
late summer with nodding, tubular rose-pink 
blooms on tall, stately stems, AND survives our 
winters, being hardy to -20 degrees. 

The variety is Arctic Fox Rose foxglove 
hybrid from Darwin Perennials. Attracting 
pollinators, butterflies and hummingbirds, 
it’s also deer resistant and frost tolerant. 
Plant in full sun for the best show, and 
dead-heading faded spikes encourages new 
bloom.

I suspect that only plants of this foxglove 
will be available at garden centers this year, 
but hopefully seeds will be offered next 
year since Arctic Fox Rose will bloom the 
first year from seed. So, keep a look out for 
this very welcome perennial. Hopefully, this 
field-tested variety will prove to be a valu-
able addition to our gardens. 

Special Note: For gardeners itching for 
spring, garden shows are very enjoyable 
experiences. Most county Master Gardener 
groups sponsor spring shows featuring ven-
dors of all things garden related, education-
al speakers, demonstrations, delicious con-
cessions and free tree seedlings. This year’s 
very first such event is 9 a.m.-3 p.m. March 

LIFESTYLE

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

21 at the Putnam County Fairgrounds, 191 
U.S. 231, Greencastle. The Garden Fair 2020 
is open to the public and free. 

Happy Gardening!

The Arctic Fox Rose foxglove perennial will provide 
blooms all spring and summer.  
(Photo provided by Darwin Perennials)

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with  

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2020 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.

Professional Office 
Space Available

Located at  
7378 Business 

Center Drive, Avon

1,000 Square Ft

Contact Wade @ 
317-614-5402

Clean-Ups, Mowing, Trimming  
and Power Washing.

Owner/Operator 
317-839-4423

GIBBS LAWN SERVICE
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GRAMMAR

Outdated rules we need to get ‘over’  
to help you succeed in dating

Curtis Honeycutt is a nationally award-
winning syndicated humor writer. Connect 
with him on Twitter (@curtishoneycutt) or 
at curtishoneycutt.com.

LIFESTYLE

READ
PRESENTED BY

SHELTERINGWINGS.ORG/MENREAD
LEARN MORE AND REGISTER BY MARCH 9 AT

"Men IN Action is built on a set of 40 positive supports
and strengths. Many of these supports revolve around
family, friends, and community coming together to
support our youth. As a school administrator, I get an
opportunity to see first-hand how dedicated adults can
impact student lives. 
 

So many students in our schools could 
benefit from positive adult interactions. 

 

"On March 19, you can volunteer to be a part of Men IN
Action READ in schools across Hendricks County. It is
simple, it is fun and you never know what type of impact
you will have on a student’s life."

MAR. 19, 2020

Healthy Me. Stronger Us.
shelteringwings.org

(317) 745-1496    24 hours/365 days|

On March 19, join Mr. Gray, along with over 400 other men, by volunteering
as a guest reader in a Hendricks County elementary classroom.

KEVIN GRAY
PRINCIPAL, CEDAR ELEMENTARY

By Curtis Honeycutt

“What? You’re over me? 
When were you…under me?”

ROSS GELLAR, “FRIENDS”
Don’t return a phone call until at least 48 

hours later. A man should have to pay for 
every date. Play hard to get. There’s only one 
fish in the sea for each person. Online dat-
ing is just for nerds. 

These old dating just aren’t necessarily 
true or valid anymore. Does that mean I’m 
not romantic or chivalrous? That could be, 
but I prefer to consider myself “pragmatic.” 

Just like some dating rules seem either 
outdated (pun intended) or completely 
made up, we have at least a handful of 
grammar rules that mostly reflect antiquat-
ed guidelines written by a long-dead white 
guy. 

This isn’t an attack on long-dead white 
guys, nor is it an assault on long-standing 
rules. There are many examples of dead 
white guys as well as old rules that we 
should still respect and admire.

One contentious rule that has changed 
(or at least delved into at least a dozen 
shades of gray) in the past decade is the 

usage of “more than” and “over.” I contend 
that the argument between “more than” and 
“over” isn’t a clash of rules, but merely a dif-
ference in styles. 

According to the old “rule,” use “more 
than” when you’re talking about numbers: 
“I watched more than 15 episodes of ‘The 
Good Place’ in one sitting.” By the same 
“rule,” the following sentence would be con-
sidered incorrect: “I watched over 15 epi-
sodes of ‘The Good Place’ in one sitting.” 

Even if you adhere to this long-standing 
guideline of grammar style, do you know 
why? William Cullen Bryant, a 19th century 
poet and the editor of the New York Evening 

Post, declared that this usage was his pre-
ferred style. Based on his editorial clout, 
other style and usage guides followed suit, 
including the AP Stylebook — until 2014.

When the good people who decide on 
the style guidelines for the AP Stylebook 
abandoned this rule, editors started an elec-
tronic Twitter riot with their outrage. 

This style change reflected an already 
popular usage in culture. While I’m sure edi-
tors around the country still twitch when 
they see “over” and “more than” used inter-
changeably, I appreciate the relaxing of this 
rule, which was basically someone’s glori-
fied preference from over 100 years ago.

As in the rules of dating, rules of grammar 
change, as they should when culture and 
norms shift. And, the fact of the matter is, 
staying on top of your grammar game will 
help you succeed in your love life.

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

HIGHER GROUND INDOOR 
CLEANING AND LANDSCAPING

• Family owned and operated
• Competitive pricing

• FREE estimates!
• Weekly Rates or one time only jobs

Lawn Services: 
Landscaping, mulching, stone,  

spring and fall cleanup, etc.

Let us do the cleaning or yard work  
you can’t or don’t have time for!

Call Today!
765-366-4981

Just like some dating rules seem 
either outdated (pun intended)  

or completely made up, we 
have at least a handful of 

grammar rules that mostly reflect 
antiquated guidelines written  

by a long-dead white guy.
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How often do you stop  
and listen to Jesus? 

DEVOTIONAL
By Alex Hershey

There are certain 
times each year my heart craves to learn 
more about the grace and love of Jesus.  As 
the winter comes to an end and the hope of 
spring is ahead, I begin to look toward Jesus 
in a fresh way. This is also the season of Lent 
in the life of the church, 
which is a time of pre-
paring our hearts for 
the celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus on 
Easter Sunday.  

Recently, I was able 
to go skiing on the 
mighty mountains of 
southern Indiana. I went in the middle of 
the week, so it was not crowded. 

I went down a run one of the times 
and stopped halfway. I was by myself and 
couldn’t see anyone else in any direction 
I looked. I could see down the hill to see 
where I was heading, and I also could look 
back to see where I had just come from. 

What struck me the most about looking 
back up the hill was to see how I had gotten 
to the point where I was. It was beautiful! 
Before I started skiing down the hill again, 
I stayed still and listened. It was quiet. I 
couldn’t hear anything but a slight breeze. 

In that moment I realized maybe I do not 
listen as often as I should. Listening seemed 
a bit foreign to me as I was doing it.

I finished my journey down the hill and 
went on many more runs, but it was that 
one moment of quiet and stillness in day 

that stuck with me. It made me think about 
my ability to listen to God in my faith jour-
ney. How often do you stop and listen to 
Jesus in your life? 

Our world is loud. Background noise 
seems to be a need for most of us, even 
when we sleep. Most of us live by drowning 

out quietness.  
I believe God is 

speaking to us — 
sometimes in a caring, 
quiet voice — and we 
have to learn to stop 
and listen.

Lent for me is a sea-
son of making sure to 
be still and listen. We 

can give up sugar, TV and social media, but 
if we are not opening our ears to hear God, 
we are missing the point of this season.  Are 
you willing to stop half way through your 
journey today and just listen? 

If we are looking for an awakening in our 
lives or to wake up from our sleepy faith, the 
place to being is to make space to listen.  

Let’s listen to Jesus in this noisy world.  
“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” 

1 Samuel 3:9 

Alex Hershey is the pastor of The Branches 
Church in Plainfield. Contact him at alex.
hershey@iamthebranches.com or  
Twitter @alexhershey.

B A R K U P S S E O U L
A I D E R E O P R U N E S
G R A Y G A R Y A I R S A C

A L A A M C E V A
P A T T I N O D V E E R
C L I N T O N C O L T I N N
T A C T B U D I B M
S S S R E M L E A W O E

C O Y N A T B A M A
M A D I S O N D O M A I N S

O A F S F E Y U N F I T
N P R A T F L B S
E L I X I R P U R E P E R U
S E C E D E S C I I C A N

S A S S Y I K E P O G O

2 3 9 7 4 1 6 5 8
1 6 7 8 5 9 4 2 3
5 8 4 2 6 3 7 9 1
4 9 3 5 7 2 1 8 6
7 2 1 9 8 6 5 3 4
8 5 6 3 1 4 9 7 2
6 7 8 1 3 5 2 4 9
3 4 2 6 9 7 8 1 5
9 1 5 4 2 8 3 6 7

Puzzles & Answers
ON PAGE 20

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE:  Things: BALLOON, BIRD, BLIMP, 
KITE, PLANE, SUPERMAN; Schools: BROWN, CORNELL, HARVARD, PENN, 
YALE; Fish: BASS, CARP, CATFISH, WALLEYE; Brands: CHIPS AHOY, FIG 
NEWTON, OREO; Areas: ECONOMY, GARAGE; Hazard: POTHOLE 

Iconic IQ 
ON PAGE 23

1. C
2. A
3. B
4. B

Spend Save
$50-$100 $10
$101-$200 $20
$201-$300 $30
$301-$400 $40
$401-$500 $50

Spend Save
$501-$600 $60
$601-$700 $70
$701-$800 $80
$801-$900 $90
$901-$1000 $100

Spend Save
$1001-$1100 $110
$1101-$1200 $120
$1201-$1300 $130
$1301-$1400 $140
$1401-$1500 $150

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com • 10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon

Get It Fixed Now Coupon!
Save Up to

$150
On Any Repair

With coupon only. Most cars and light 
trucks. Not valid with any other offers. 

Expires 3/31/20

Hendricks County households are encouraged to

properly recycle or dispose of household hazardous

waste (HHW), tires, electronics & appliances at any of

the District-sponsored Tox-Away Days.

 

All HHW (chemicals, auto fluids, fluorescent bulbs,

batteries, pesticides, herbicides, medicines, sharps,

fire extinguishers, propane tanks, etc.) is accepted

from households free of charge. 

 

Do not bring acrylic or latex paints to Tox-Away Day

for disposal. Instead, dry it out & throw it away.

 

Fees are charged for the recycling of TV's ($20/$25),

appliances ($5/$10) & tires (over a certain number).

Cash & check accepted for payment. 

 

Wastes from businesses or other organizations

cannot be accepted at Tox-Away Days.

Visit HendricksSolidWaste.com or call

(317) 858-6070 for more information.

April 4 

Brownsburg High School

May 16 

Hendricks Co. Fairgrounds

July 11 

Hickory Elementary, Avon

Sept. 19 

Hendricks Co. Fairgrounds

Oct. 10 

Plainfield Middle School

2020 Tox-Away Days

Tox-Away Days are open from 8am to 1pm

I realized maybe I do not listen 
as often as I should. Listening 
seemed a bit foreign to me as  

I was doing it.
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PSA: Look at a roadblock 
as just a speed bump

LIFE'S 
CHOICES

Karl Zimmer III is an author, speaker, and 
Board Certified Hypnotist. His company, 
Zimmer Success Group (Z-Success.com), is 
in Plainfield. Information provided is for 
informational purposes only and is not 
intended to diagnose, treat, or cure any 
condition or illness.

By Karl R. Zimmer III

In life, we face a variety 
of roadblocks. I refer to one 

that has come up for me very recently as a 
“speed bump.” As I’ve shared within these 
pages, success is not measured by what 
happens to us but how 
we deal with what hap-
pens to us. I believe 
that my sharing what 
follows is in the public 
interest and may well 
benefit many of you.

A routine colo-
noscopy in Decem-
ber revealed a tumor 
thought to be cancer-
ous. Pathology confirmed that it was indeed 
cancer. It felt rather surreal, yet I told myself 
that I didn’t have cancer, I just had a tumor 
that had cancer. 

CT scans indicated that the cancer had 
not spread to other areas, and surgery was 
scheduled for Jan. 22. Surgery went well, 
and hopes were high that that would be the 
end of the story. 

I kept my positive mindset and visualized 
myself getting better every day, recovering 
to full health. The doctors and nurses were 
impressed by how well I was recovering 
from the surgery.

While still in the hospital, the pathology 
report from what was removed during sur-
gery showed some lymph nodes were posi-
tive for cancer, a clinical diagnosis of Stage 
3. An oncologist recommended six months 
of chemotherapy. 

I was released a day or two earlier than 
initially expected and am maintaining my 
positive attitude. More tests are on the 
schedule as is a trip to Houston at MD An-
derson for a second opinion. Patti and I are 
arming ourselves with as much information 
as we can digest so that I can make the best 

decision for my health.
Though I have yet to make the decision 

about what course of treatment is next, the 
message I want you to get is clear. Get your 
routine screenings done, now. You owe it to 
yourselves and those who love you. 

This goes for all of 
you, ladies and gentle-
men. A speed bump 
can only slow you 
down for a short time. 
No matter what you 
face, a positive attitude, 
believing the best out-
come and doing every-
thing to support your 
body, your mind and 
your spirit, will quickly 

get you back up to speed. How cool is that?

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
13.34 Acres • Horse Barn • Living Quarters 

7267 E County Road 800 N, Bainbridge

13.34 TOTAL ACRES • PASTURE & HAY LAND 
POTENTIAL TILLABLE ACREAGE 

9360 SQ FT HORSE BARN • 16 STALLS 
60’X72’ INDOOR ARENA • 5000 SQ FT LOFT 

1944 SQ FT LIVING QUARTERS 
5 BEDROOMS • 2 FULL BATHROOMS 

2160 SQ FT POLE BARN

Auction Date:  SATURDAY, MARCH 14TH – 10:00 A.M.

For more information visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com
Owners:  Richard & Valerie Stigall 

Jack Lawson  Brandon Lawson 
 AU01000629      AU19300138      AH20100007

1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122
(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810

ACST Developmental Swim Lessons
Classes will be held 3 days a week (typically M, W and Th - unless 
a holiday dictates a change) 5:30-6:30pm at AHS Pool, Door 22.
Cost is $75/session + $10 annual insurance fee. (Ages 5 and up)

April Session is April 6 - April 30
Signups available on line at www.acstswim.org.

Use Coupon Code ACSTICON for 
$10 OFF the regular session price.

It felt rather surreal, yet I 
told myself that I didn’t have 

cancer, I just had a tumor 
that had cancer.

Serving Hendricks Co. Since 1978

Neat Quality Work 
Interior Painting

• Wallpaper Removal 
• Drywall Repair 
• Fully Insured 
• FREE Estimates!

Mike Wright Painting
Danville

317-697-7803
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Hendricks County Solid Waste District, Hendricks County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2019

Local Fund 
Number

Local Fund  
Name

Beg Cash & Inv Bal 
Jan 1,2019 Receipts Disbursements

End Cash & Inv Bal  
Dec 31,2019

Governmental 
Activities

1 Hendricks County Special 
 Projects Fund

$260,982.49 $68,782.60 $6,922.43 $322,842.66

2 Rainy Day Fund $904,089.86 $107,642.73 $0.00 $1,011,732.59
3 Solid Waste Management Fund $1,733,409.14 $750,026.48 $833,943.26 $1,649,492.36

Total All Funds $2,898,481.49 $926,451.81 $840,865.69 $2,984,067.61

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS
Complete details of the AMENDED Bus Replacement Plan may be seen by visiting the office of this unit 

of government at the following address: https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/upload-
ed_file/590202/Amended_2020-2024_Bus_Replacement_Plan.pdf

Notice is hereby given to taxpayers of Plainfield Community School Corporation that the proper officers 
of Plainfield Community School Corporation will conduct a public hearing on the proposed amendment to the 
year 2020 Bus Replacement Plan pursuant to IC 20-40-18.  Following the public hearing, the proper officers 
of Plainfield Community School Corporation may adopt the proposed plan as presented or with revisions.

Public Hearing Date: March 12, 2020
Public Hearing Time: 7:00 p.m.
Public Hearing Place: Administration Building, 985 Longfellow Lane, Plainfield, IN 46168
Taxpayers are invited to attend the meeting for a detailed explanation of the plan and to exercise their 

rights to be heard on the proposed plan.  If the proposed plan is adopted by resolution, the resolution will be 
submitted to the Department of Local Government Finance as per IC 20-40-18-9(d).

Details of said property:
2003 WABA ST HH(Van Trailer)

ID# 1JJV532W93L772212
Sale to the public on April 1, 2020 at 2 p.m.

At the location of 
 4495 W US HWY 40 Stilesville, IN 46180

$36,500.00 in storage fees as said vehicle has 
been in storage on my facility since  

January 1, 2010.  
Sale Issued By: Cornell Spears 

4495 W US HWY 40 Stilesville, IN 46180
Phone #:317-783-0410

Details of said property:
1986 PETERBILT TRUCK 

ID# 1XP9D29X8GP198396
Sale to the public on April 1, 2020 at 2 p.m.

At the location of  
4495 W US HWY 40 Stilesville, IN 46180

$62,050.00 in storage fees as said vehicle has 
been in storage on my facility since 

 January 1, 2002.  
Sale Issued By: Cornell Spears 

4495 W US HWY 40 Stilesville, IN 46180
Phone #:317-783-0410

Prediabetes on the rise for 
children and young adults

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is 
Director of Nutrition and Dietetics for 
Hendricks Regional Health. Her goal is to 
share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

NUTRITION By Martha Rardin

A recent study pub-
lished in the Journal of American Medical 
Association Pediatrics found 18% of chil-
dren ages 12-18 and 24% of young adults 
ages 19-34 have elevated blood sugars and 
a condition called pre-diabetes. 

Several decades ago, prediabetes in chil-
dren and young adults was not a common 
occurrence, but the increased prevalence 
of childhood obesity and inactivity has 
resulted in a former adult diagnosis being 
common among our children. 

These statistics are troubling from several 
facets. They likely predict the health of our 
families and workforce in coming years as 
well as increased healthcare costs for these 
individuals and our society. 

More importantly, to me these statistics 
should be a call to action for every family to 
examine their homes and habits. 

Here are a few small steps to encourage 
parents and young adults:

• Examine your personal habits as a par-
ent. Children will follow the examples 
we adults’ model. If you prepare and 
serve veggies and have fruits available 
for snacks, those will become common 
foods and snacks for your children. 
Fast food and pizza should be treats for 
your family. If fast food and pizza are 
served more than once a week, I rec-
ommend you change your habits. 

• Examine your family exercise habits. 
Is going to the local park a common 
or uncommon occurrence? Do your 
children observe you taking time to 
exercise and focus on your own health? 
Children will follow what we model. A 
family walk once a day is a great time 
to get everyone together.

• Examine your family electronic habits. 
The Academy of Pediatrics has guide-
lines addressing screen time for various 
ages. Limiting screen time is not easy 
to do and won’t come without ongoing 
disputes but, this is an important as-
pect of being a responsible parent. 

• Open your cabinets and examine the 
kind and quantity of snacks readily ac-
cessible to your children. Children do 
need snacks as well as water and milk. 

HEALTH

Replace sugar-sweetened beverages, 
cereals and snacks with fruits and veg-
gies. This may not sound appealing, 
and in a child’s mind not much fun, 
learning to eat in smaller quantities 
with nutritious foods can lead to a life-
time of health. 

• Examine your children’s access to 
snacks. Put the snacks out of their 
reach and something that requires 
parental approval before they grab a 
snack. They do best with routine meal 
and snack periods. It is okay for your 
child to wait until the next meal in-
stead of constant grazing.

Parenting is arguably the hardest job we 
may ever undertake. Nurturing your infant 
into a toddler and young child and then 
an adult is one of life’s greatest gifts, but 
it comes with a serious obligation to help 
your children develop healthy habits that 
will serve them well as adults. 

Prediabetes is preventable, but it takes 
concerted efforts with a focus on the future. 
HRH YMCA offers prediabetes educational 
programming and shows how you can work 
to delay the onset of adult diabetes. Dieti-
tians at Hendricks Regional Health also pro-
vide education to help you and your family 
focus on family health.

This study is a shot across the bow for 
those of us in healthcare and every parent 
with young children. The time to examine 
family habits is now. Responsible parenting 
is hard, and sometimes the days are long, 
but seeing your child turn into a healthy 
happy adult is the greatest reward we could 
receive.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery
1280 East Main Street

Danville, Indiana
MONDAY – MARCH 9TH – 10:00 AM

2014 KUBOTA UTILITY TRACTOR - KUBOTA ZTR LAWN MOWER
2011 POLARIS 4-WHEELER- FINISH MOWER - UTILITY TRAILER

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIP & TOOLS - ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE
GLASSWARE - COLLECTIBLES - PRIMITIVES - STONEWARE - COMICS 

SILVER & TURQUOISE JEWELRY - 1997 FORD RANGER 
2003 PONTIAC MONTANA - 1996 HARLEY DAVIDSON XL SPORTSTER

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!!
Owners: Several Consignors 

Auctioneers Note:  10% Buyer’s Premium.
For more info & photos visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629 - Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122

(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810
Visit our web site: http:// www.lawsonandco.com

HRH offers free diabetes 
screenings in March

Hendricks Regional Health is offering 
free diabetes screenings in March

Screenings will be offered  7 -11 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 17 at Hendricks Re-
gional Health Danville Hospital (history 
wall),1000 E. Main St., Danville. 

There will also be screenings from 
7-10 a.m. Thursday, March 19 at Hen-
dricks Regional Health Brownsburg 
Hospital (main lobby), 5492 N. Ronald 
Reagan Parkway, Brownsburg. 

Pre-registration is not needed. Contact 
(317) 745-3769 with questions.
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Plainfield’s Kyle Thate advocates for disability awareness and serves others

Compiled by Catherine Myers

Kyle Thate sees his disabilities as a platform that gives 
him the ability to advocate for himself and others around 
him. 

Employed at TKO Graphix in Plainfield, Thate, who lives 
in Plainfield, has used the help of Sycamore Services to 
get where he is today. 

Sycamore Services, which has Plainfield and Danville 

among its Indianapolis-area locations, makes a difference 
in the lives of people with disabilities by providing indi-
vidualized training and services to increase independence 
and enhance quality of life. 

Thate is one of those superstars at Sycamore Services. 
He is a founding member of the Awesome Westside Advo-
cates (AWA) group and has been an officer with AWA since 
its inception. He is involved in legislative pushes at the 
statehouse to increase awareness and opportunities for 

people with disabilities. Through AWA, the self advocates 
meet with legislators. 

Thate is also involved in weekly volunteer projects 
throughout Hendricks County. He volunteers twice a 
month at Eagle Creek Park in Indianapolis with the Syca-
more community group. He also volunteers his time for 
disability awareness booths, voter registration, Quaker 
Day Parade entry preparation and participates in Special 
Olympics.

What do you consider your greatest virtue? I’m a very outspoken guy, and I get along well with others.

What do you most deplore in others? I like everything about everyone.

What do you like most about living in Hendricks County? I can always see a lot of different people I 
know.

If you had to live elsewhere than in Hendricks County, where  would it be? Marion County, just to try 
something new.

If you could begin life over, what would you change? Nothing. Everything is great.

If money were no issue, how would you spend it? I would keep some and give some away.

What makes you happiest? A nice smile. It makes me happy to smile.

What is your favorite vacation spot? Hawaii

What do you do with idle time? Special Olympics

What is it that makes you angry? If something is not done right.

What do you do to escape from reality? I love to watch sports, any sports, in particular love Colts and 
Pacers.

What or who is the greatest love of your life? My girlfriend, Kimmie.

Which living person in Hendricks County do you most admire? I admire both my mom and dad.

What is the quality you most like in a man? Kindness

What is the quality you most like in a woman? Goodness

What is your greatest extravagance? My hat collection. I have a hat for every sports team. I like to wear 
the different hats when that team is playing.

What are your fears, phobias? I’m brave, not afraid of anything.

What has been the happiest time of your life? Making new friends.

Which talent would you most like to possess? Music. I would like to be able to sing or play an instrument.

What do you most value in your friends? I value when my friends are outspoken and they tell me what 
they think.

Which historical figure do you most identify with? Abe Lincoln

What is your greatest regret? No regrets.

What tenet do you live by? Treat others how you’d like them to treat you.

ICON of the Month
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Flower and Patio Sale! Additional 20% off sale prices! 
Prices good until March 29th!  

(Excluding Manager’s Specials)

Wicker Works Flower and Patio Sale! 
Huge Selection! Great Pricing! 

We hold your purchase until Spring!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE

70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509
www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available


