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Dancing with the Hendricks County Stars announces 2020 contestants

Longtime restaurateur owner dies after cancer battle
Family, friends and customers are 

mourning the loss of David “Dave” 
Brydwell.

The longtime owner of Dave’s 
All-American Pizza and Eatery in 
Danville passed away Jan. 6 after a 
battle with cancer. He was 69. 

Brydwell was born in Kentucky 
but spent most of his life in 
Hendricks County. The Cascade 
High School graduate has owned 
and operated the pizza place since 1975 
and took pride in making customers happy 
year after year.

Dave’s son, Tim Brydwell, also shared 
heartfelt memories of his dad on Facebook: 
“I know you’ve hiked chained rock 
mountain a 100 times already. There are not 

enough words or feelings to express how 
grateful I am to call you Dad. You 
are and will always be my hero! 
Enjoy your ol Kentucky home. I 
love you dad!” 

Dave was a member of 
Kingsway Christian Church in 
Avon, Danville Kiwanis Club and 
a former Danville Community 
School Corporation board 
member. He had also been active 

with the Indiana National Guard Helicopter 
Unit.

The family has asked that contributions 
be given to the American Cancer Society.

myhcicon.com/family-friends-and-
customers-are-mourning-the-loss-of-

david-dave-brydwell/

These contestants and instructors will compete in 
Dancing with the Hendricks County Stars fundraiser 
April 18. (Photo by Faith Toole)

A new year means a new crop of 
Hendricks County residents will be 
shaking it up for the annual Dancing 
with the Hendricks County Stars 
fundraiser on April 18.

A kickoff celebration was held Jan. 
7 for the nine contestants at Arthur 
Murray’s Dance Center in Avon. Each 
dancer is paired with an instructor.

This year’s dancers are Melanie 
Nichols, Plainfield Recreation and 
Aquatic Center; Arielle Brown, IU 
Health West; Britter Cook, Ray’s Trash 
Service; Madison Henderson, Village of 
Avon; Suzanne Shafer, Shafer Collision 
and Republic Air; Chris Tincher, Chick-
Fil-A Avon; John Unison, Hendricks 

Regional Health Physician; Steve Hite, 
Hendricks Power and Ryan Morrison, 
The Well Community Church pastor.

Competitors are selected based 
on their involvement, excitement and 
leadership within Hendricks County.

The sixth annual event has a 
Roaring 20s theme and will be held 
at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds 
Expo Hall in Danville. The event raises 
money for the Hendricks County 
Historical Museum.

For more information about 
the event and sponsorship, go to 
hendrickscountymuseum.org.

myhcicon.com/3932-2/

Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your 
mailbox to catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to 

visit myhcicon.com and follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/
HendricksCountyICON for stories and photos that feature and affect you 

and your community.

CORRECTION: Faye Baitis of Plainfield attended the production of the Nut-
cracker Dec. 21 with her mother Lyra. Their last name was misspelled in a photo 
caption on page 5 of the Jan. 3 Hendricks County ICON. The ICON apologizes for 
the error.
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Avon Town Council elects 
new officers; board and 

commission appointments
By Melissa Gibson 

The Avon Town Council met Jan. 9 for a regular council session at the Avon 
Town Hall, 6570 E. U.S. 36. The council meets the first and third Thursdays each 
month. The council’s next meeting is at 7 p.m. Jan. 23 at Avon Town Hall.       

WHAT HAPPENED: More than a dozen members of the community 
spoke during the public comment portion of the meeting. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Newcomer Robert Pope was welcomed to the council 
seat as an at-large member, and council officers were elected.  

WHAT HAPPENED: Each member of the council serves as a liaison for 
various committees and community groups to represent and deliver 
information back to the council. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Citizen appointments were made for various boards 
and commissions.  

WHAT IT MEANS: The majority were 
introducing themselves as applicants 
volunteering to serve on the board 
or committee of various departments 
across the town. 

Council member Steve Eisenbarth 
thanked the group for their will-
ingness to serve. “I’m impressed by 

everyone that’s come forward. Thank 
you so much. We sincerely appreciate 
it. All of us up here cannot do it with-
out having the support and the work 
of everyone out there. It’s so good as 
we’re going through these commis-
sions and so forth. It’s going to be 
tough.”

WHAT IT MEANS: By unanimous vote, Greg Zusan will serve as president, and 
Dawn Lowden will serve as vice president.

WHAT IT MEANS: Liaisons were 
decided for the parks, planning/
building, police and public works 
departments. Other committees and 
commissions that will have a council 
representative include: aerovision, 
annexation, Avon schools, chamber 
of commerce, collaboration group, 
economic development, merit board, 
redevelopment, West Central Conser-
vancy District (WCCD), finance and 
personnel. 

Lowden will again serve on the 

dispatch advisory board. Eisenbarth 
will serve on the Hendricks County 
Solid Waste District Board. Economic 
Development director John Taylor 
will serve on the Hendricks County 
Economic Development Partnership 
board. Town manager Tom Klein and 
public works director Ryan Cannon 
will serve on the Indianapolis Re-
gional Transportation Council and the 
policy and technical committee. Klein 
will also serve on the Citizens Water 
service advisory board. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Zusan appointed 
Paul Guckenberger and Kathryn Rans-
burg to serve on the plan commis-
sion. The council appointed Sam Du-
val, Grant Niemeyer and Lindy Albers 
as the remaining members. 

Zusan appointed Grant Niemeyer, 
Andy Ottenweller and Jason Tuttle to 
serve on the redevelopment commis-
sion. The council appointed James 
Goetz and Bill Reed as the remaining 
members. 

Sam Duval, Harold Hiser and Bob 
Culler will serve on the redevelop-
ment authority board. 

Jessica Hynson will serve on the 
economic development commission. 

Dave Kauffman, Johnathon DeAr-
mond, Steve Schaecher and Camille 
Davis Alfs will serve on the parks advi-
sory board. 

John Lazaro will serve on the fire 
appeals board and Albers will serve 
on the stormwater utility board. 

Your Local Dealer Since 1972

AVON LOCATION

www.TomRoushAvon.com
317-991-4799
Multi Point Inspection
Guaranteed Auto Financing

Warranties Available

GREAT CARS
LOW PRICES

2019 FORD
FLEX SEL

Stk.#P14082, 11,687 miles

$27,716

2019  NISSAN
FRONTIER SV

Stk.#P14069, 15,419 miles

$24,619

2009 HONDA 
CR-V EX

Stk.#P13901A, 95,525 miles

$9,948

2018 MITSUBISHI 
OUTLANDER SPORT

Stk.#P14040, 45,600 miles

$12,999

2017 FORD 
ESCAPE

Stk.#P13992, 27,161 miles

$13,993

2015 MAZDA
CX-9 GT

Stk.#M19377A, 91,776 miles

$15,550

2014 CHEVROLET 
TRAVERSE LTZ

Stk.#T19060A, 92,737 miles

$16,585

2015 DODGE
DURANGO

Stk.#P13979A, 80,627 miles

$21,995

2018 NISSAN
ALTIMA 2.5 S

Stk.#P14009, 33,400 miles

$13,771
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Robert Pope takes seat as the first elected 
Democrat on the Avon Town Council

Painting the town blue?
By Stephanie Dolan

Politically, Indiana largely identifies a red state. Mar-
ion County may often go blue during the election pro-
cess (evidenced with Indianapolis’ current democratic 
mayor). The rest of the state, except a handful of coun-
ties, usually votes as a mass of Republican red.

Hendricks County is no exception, typically trending 
toward Republican Party elected officials.

Democrat Robert Pope made history this election, 
breaking that trend. 

Imagine the surprise of conservative Republican vot-
ers when Pope was elected as the first Democrat to sit 
on the Avon Town Council. He took his seat earlier this 
month after a friend encouraged him to run for a local 
office.

“In the beginning, I thought I wasn’t skilled enough, 
but I learned under fire,” Pope said. “The reason I decid-
ed to run was kind of the same thing that got me to join 
the Army, serving my community and my country. My 
body could not handle military service anymore, so I felt 
like my next best thing to do was try to lead and help 
make the best decisions that I can for my community. 
The first time I ran I lost, but I decided to try again, and 
now I’m sitting on the council.”

The party is excited Pope won a seat on the Avon 
Town Council, said Charlotte Martin, Hendricks County 
Democrat Party chair. 

“He is a hard working Democrat, and he ran in 2018 
for the open position and only lost by 59 votes,” Martin 
said. “So he decided to run again for 2019, and we are 
delighted that he won that position.”

Martin believes Pope’s work during his first campaign 
carried over to his win in 2019 and she sees the demo-
cratic demographic potentially increasing in Hendricks 
County.

“We had been sitting at about one-third of the voters 
in Hendricks County,” she said. “Based on our candidates 
that ran in 2016, 2018 and 2019, we’re inching up into 
the 40 percent category. I hope that means more  
Democrats will come out to vote that do live in  
Hendricks County.”

Robert Pope is the first Democrat in history to win an elected seat on the Avon Town Council. (Photo by Rick Myers)
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Getting to know Robert Pope

Continued from Page 4

An Iraq Army veteran Pope, 38, was born and 
raised on the west side of Indianapolis, and he’s 
spent all but the four years of his active duty in 
and around Central Indiana. In 2002 he spent six 
months in Kuwait before a six-month deployment 
in Iraq. 

Today the Avon resident and his wife, Josie, 
have four children between them.

“We are a bit of a blended family,” Pope said. 
“She brought two children to the relationship. I 
brought one. We have one together. I ended up 
adopting her youngest from her prior marriage.”

Still serving without being enlisted, Pope works 
as a senior software engineer subcontractor for 
the Veterans Affairs where he supports develop-
ment teams to make sure their software is built 
properly.

“Not everyone has a natural ability for leader-
ship, and Robert does,” said Theresa Brandon, 
campaign manager for Democrat Joe Mackey 
who is running for Indiana’s fourth congressional 
district. “He walks the talk. He has integrity. He 
looks at issues from others’ perspectives. Not ev-
eryone can do that. He has an uncanny ability of 
looking at it from a family perspective, a father’s 
perspective and a veteran’s perspective. That sets 
him apart and will bring tremendous value to this 
position he’s serving.”

Pope doesn’t make politics or running for the 
council about him, Brandon said. 

“He is quite humble,” she said. “He tries to live 
up to the expectations that others have of him. 
He’s the kind of guy you’d want to have as your 
neighbor. When the chips are down, he’s the one 
who will be there.”

Pope plans to get right to work as a leader on 
the council. 

“There’s some low hanging fruit as well as some 
long-term goals that I have,” Pope said. “First and 
foremost is economic development and balanc-
ing our tax base, attracting more commercial 
business here and working with our economic 
development planner to find those right parcels 
of land and right commercial investments to 
bring higher paying jobs.”

Pope also wants to bring the community closer 
together.

“There are roughly 20,000 people who live in the 
Town of Avon, and there are an additional 30,000 
who live in Washington Township. Those people 
will say they live in Avon, but they don’t have a 
voice to represent them, and I think it’s time those 

two groups come together. I’m trying to lay the 
groundwork to get that done as soon as possible.”

Pope also wants to begin live streaming council 
meetings in the next six months for everyone to 
watch even if they don’t attend the meetings in 
person.

“Video streaming makes meetings more trans-
parent to residents,” he said. “We have a lot of 
separation in our community, and I want to help 
improve that. I think you do that by increasing 

transparency and communication with residents. 
I tried to do that during my campaign with the 
goal of communicating more with residents.”

Pope also wants to bring more unity to the 
council as a body.

“It’s no secret our council has been two coali-
tions,” he said. “There seems to be two teams 
within the council, and I hope to bring a unifying 
mindset to that. This job is not something I take 
lightly. I hope to do good things for the town.”

Do you have any pets?
We have five dogs. Four of them are rescues. I’m one of those who I don’t know who 
rescued whom.

What’s your favorite TV show/movie?
 “Band of Brothers”

What do you do to relax? 
Spend time with family and with the dogs. I also enjoy tinkering with newer geeky 
technologies: 3D printers, drones and virtual reality systems.

What have you most recently read? 
I try to read as much as possible. One of the most recent books was “48 Laws of Power.”

Who or what inspires you? 
My family and my children. I’m just the face and the name of my candidacy, my service. 
None of it would be possible without the behind-the-scenes sacrifices that my wife and 
children have made. Just seeing them being so trusting and supportive of me fills me with 
that inspiration to make sure I do the right thing and do the best that I can. My children are 
growing up in this town, and they inspire me to make sure I leave it better than I found it.

In November 2002, E-4 specialist Robert Pope 
served as a Bradley linebacker gunner in 
Kuwait during the buildup to the invasion. 
(Photos provided by Robert Pope)

In March 2003, E-4 specialist Robert Pope posed with his driver outside of 
Karbala, Iraq shortly after the Battle of Karbala. Pope  served as a Bradley 
linebacker gunner.
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Plainfield Town Council reorganizes, 
waives water bill late fees 

By Melissa Gibson

The Plainfield Town Council met Monday for a work session and the regu-
lar council meeting at the Plainfield Fire Territory, 591 Moon Road. The coun-
cil meets on the second and fourth Mondays each month at the Plainfield Fire 
Headquarters in the council chamber.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council reorganized leadership positions for 2020. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Council approved the consent agenda. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Staff updated the council on current and upcoming 
events. 

WHAT HAPPENED: The council discussed the recent bid for the Ronald 
Reagan Parkway pavement maintenance. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Several resolutions were passed. 

WHAT IT MEANS: By unanimous vote, Robin Brandgard will serve as president, 
and Bill Kirchhoff will serve as vice president. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Several maintenance agreements were approved including 
one with Bassett HVAC, just over $7,000 for the Parks and Public Works Depart-
ment and another for the Poseidon Monitoring System at the Richard A. Car-
lucci Recreation and Aquatic Center for $48,000. 

Another approval included nearly $283,000 for Duke Energy to relocate pow-
er lines in preparation for the construction of the proposed government and 
fine arts centers. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Scott Singleton, director of transportation, referenced the 
first reading of an ordinance establishing a no parking zone on Elm Drive from 
West Oliver Avenue to Sycamore Drive. Singleton will notify residents of the 
proposed ordinance by mail. 

Todd Cook, director of redevelopment services, approached the council with 
an agreement from property management and real estate company Lauth re-
garding a master lease concept for an office building. The council approved the 
agreement. 

WHAT IT MEANS: All bids were rejected due to significantly higher quotes 
compared to the estimated amount for the project. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Among the resolutions included the approval to execute 
and deliver a lease agreement for an ambulance to the Plainfield Fire Territory 
and approval for the fire department to dispose of surplus property. 

Spend Save
$50-$100 $10
$101-$200 $20
$201-$300 $30
$301-$400 $40
$401-$500 $50

Spend Save
$501-$600 $60
$601-$700 $70
$701-$800 $80
$801-$900 $90
$901-$1000 $100

Spend Save
$1001-$1100 $110
$1101-$1200 $120
$1201-$1300 $130
$1301-$1400 $140
$1401-$1500 $150

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com • 10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon

Get It Fixed Now Coupon!
Save Up to

$150
On Any Repair

With coupon only. Most cars and light 
trucks. Not valid with any other offers. 

Expires 2/29/20



January 17, 2020
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
7

Open House
January 26th
11am to 1pm

S T .  M A L A C H Y  C A T H O L I C  S C H O O L

Learning, Loving, and Living with Christ

7410 N CR 1000 E
Brownsburg, IN 46112

www.stmalachy.org/school
317-852-2242

4 Star School
IDOE A Rated

Pre K - 8th Grade
STEM Focus

Extracurricular Activities
Art, Music, and Spanish

AND SO MUCH MORE!

Meet the administrators, teachers, parents
and students to experience what it is like to be

a Shamrock! Explore the building and learn
about our excellent education program.

 
Questions? Email us at info@stmalachy.org 
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

editorial@icontimes.com

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

Plainfield couple gives back  
with charity clothing store

Volunteer reading program promoting male role models returns for second year

Sheltering Wings announces partnership to build affordable 
housing in Plainfield for domestic violence victims

COMMUNITY

The sum of the 
donation Home Bank 
donated to HOPE 
Healthcare Services 
in Avon as part of the 

bank’s community gifting program. These funds help the 
nonprofit in purchase dental equipment and supplies to 
triple their capacities for these services. 

HOPE offers healthcare services to residents of 
Hendricks, Morgan and Putnam counties without medical 
and dental insurance.

“HOPE has been committed to providing critical 
services to families in our community since 2005,” said 
Dan Moore, Home Bank president and CEO. “We are 
honored to support them in this important industry and 
mission.”

Since 2012, Home Bank has allocated 10% of its 
earnings to its community gifting program.

RomanNumerals

$8,400$8,400

Home Bank employees presented a check to Hope Healthcare executive 
director John Mollaun (third from right). The donation will help the 
nonprofit expand dental services. (Photo provided by Home Bank)

By Lindsay Doty

Plainfield couple Fred and Karen Means wanted to have 
a place where families in need can get coats, shoes, baby 
items and clothing for their children free of charge. 

“We’ve always had a heart towards helping other peo-
ple,” said Fred Means, owner of My Daily Walk 17. “Every-
body should have some basic necessity items for their 
family, and it’s good the community realizes that. We kind 
of forget about those who are less fortunate.”

MyDailyWalk17 started as a monthly charity operated 
out of a trailer in 2017 and has grown into a storefront off 
Clarks Creek Road. The couple volunteers twice a week so 
families can shop at the store. 

With four kids of their own, they know how quickly kids 
outgrow their clothes and shoes. 

“We know firsthand it can be tough. A lot of these peo-
ple are single parents or grandparents who have adopted 
grandkids,” said Fred Means. 

When they’re not running the char-
ity, he works as an investment advisor 
at Charles Schwab while Karen, a for-
mer banker, is a stay-at-home mother. 
Together, they fund a lot of the dona-
tions. She runs the social media to get 
the word out about donations, posting 
about strollers or much-needed baby 
items.

The store has added adult cloth-
ing, and the team is looking to expand 
their space to house more items. 

Hendricks County ICON 
publisher Rick Myers 
read “The Invisible Boy” 
last school year to fourth 
graders at Sycamore 
Elementary in Avon 
as part of the Men IN 
Action READ that is 
organized by Sheltering 
Wings. (Photo by Faith 
Toole)

By Lindsay Doty

A businessman, a minister, a postal worker, a 
firefighter. More than 400 men from all different 
professions, age groups and backgrounds took 
time out of their busy days last spring to read to 
elementary students across Hendricks County.  

It was part of the Men IN Action READ program 
organized through Sheltering Wings, a domestic 
abuse shelter in Danville that works to promote 
positive male role models through reading.

“The kids were so receptive,” said Kevin Carr, 
development & communications officer with 
Sheltering Wings in Danville. “They seemed to 
really enjoy having guests in their classrooms. 
School teachers, staff and administrators were 
awesome, too. They were welcomed us in and 

By Lindsay Doty

One of the largest barriers for survivors of 
domestic violence is finding an affordable 
place to live. 

“Our four greatest needs are afford-
able housing, affordable childcare, reliable 
transportation and access to mental health 
services,” said Cassie Mecklenburg, execu-
tive director of Sheltering Wings in Danville. 
“Affordable housing is not something that’s 
readily available in Hendricks County.”

That’s why Sheltering Wings, a nonprofit 
that provides support and shelter for wom-
en and children domestic violence victims 
in Hendricks County, has enthusiastically 
partnered with Cummins Behavioral Health 
and RealAmerica for a development called 
Haven Homes. 

The affordable housing project is de-
signed to provide independent living for 
individuals and families overcoming abuse. 

“We have been praying for an opportuni-
ty like this for years,” said Mecklenburg. 

“We’re excited for these families because 
what it will do is help take them from the 
identity of a victim or survivor and move 
them into the identity of a Quaker, which 
is the mascot of Plainfield. We want to help 
them move beyond their past experiences 
and create a new life for themselves,” she 

said. 
She hopes the project will help erase the 

stigma for victims and set them up for inde-
pendence. 

“It’s not transition housing. It’s not emer-
gency housing. It’s a permanent place for 
them to live,” she said.

Haven Homes will include about 55 units, 
a combination of one-, two- and three-bed-
room apartments, along with counseling 
and support services.

“They might not know how to pay a bill, 
how to buy a home, how to rent an apart-
ment or many other things that we might 
take for granted because we were taught, 
but that opportunity was taken away from 
them,” said Jessica Hynson, a clinical team 
lead at Cummins Behavioral Health. “We’ll 
be able to provide that kind of skills train-
ing, as well as trauma therapy for children 
and adults.”

Haven Homes is funded using Rental 
Housing Tax Credits (RHTC) from the Indi-
ana Housing and Community Development 
Authority (IHCDA). 

The complex will be built near 2601 Stout 
Heritage Parkway in Plainfield. Construc-
tion is planned for the spring of 2020 and is 
expected to be completed in the summer 
of 2021.

they were great to share valuable minutes from 
their school days.” 

A whopping 450 volunteers jumped on board 
in the first year, signing up through social media, 
churches, work and schools. The experience was 
rewarding on both ends. 

Back for a second year, organizers are excited 
about round two.

“Our entire community benefits when good 
men take a genuine interest in their neighbors,” 
Carr said. “Men IN Action was founded in order to 
give men a platform from which they could build 
positive assets in our community, especially in 
the lives of our kids.”

Former volunteers like Keith Gurley posted 
about his experience after reading to two classes 

at Pittsboro Elementary last year.
“It was indeed an honor to read to these great 

third graders,” he wrote. “They were polite, atten-
tive and so well behaved. They participated in a 
rousing discussion afterwards. It was very reward-
ing. I will participate again next year, and gentle-
men, you should, too.”

Sheltering Wings Men IN Action READ will 
be looking for at least 400 volunteers to read a 
choose your own adventure book on March 19. 
About 20 schools from five districts in Hendricks 
County, along with some private schools will par-
ticipate.

Any man interested in registering can sign up 
by visiting shelteringwings.org/men-in-action-
read. 

So far, feedback from families has been heartwarming. 
“I would say pretty much every person that comes in 

thanks us, whether they are receiving items or donating,” 
Fred Means said. “There have been some people who have 
shed some tears.”

Part of the couple’s inspiration for the store was to hon-
or both of their mothers who passed in the last five years. 
Both women had a passion for giving back, no matter 
what their struggles.

“My mom didn’t have much, but she would still go to 
Goodwill to get stuff for others or help people at the gro-
cery store,” Fred recalled. “She taught me just to treat ev-
eryone as equals and help others before yourself.”

(Above) My Daily Walk 17 is 
open Tuesdays and Saturdays 
at 3996 Clarks Creek Road, 
Plainfield, where people can 
pick up coats, shoes and 
clothing or donate. (Right) 
Fred and Karen Means run My 
Daily Walk Inc. and volunteer 
twice a week to provide gently-
used clothing and items 
for families in need. (Photos 
provided by Fred Means)

My Daily Walk 17
Where: 3996 Clarks Creek Rd.  

Suite 300, Plainfield
Open to shop or donate. 

Hours:  6-8:30 p.m. Tuesdays  
and 10 a.m- 2 p.m. Saturdays

To donate, call (317) 600-4315

Nonprofit expands with  
men’s shelter in Danville

By Lindsay Doty 

As one project gets under-
way, Sheltering Wings is also 
expanding its home base in 
Danville.

The nonprofit, known for 
providing emergency hous-
ing to women and children 
who are domestic abuse vic-
tims, is opening a men’s shel-
ter this winter. 

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, domestic 
violence is not just a women’s 
issue. In Hendricks County in 
2018 men were the victims in 
68 domestic disturbance runs. 

The men’s shelter will be 
located on the second floor 
of the existing building in 
Danville and be separate from 
women’s housing. 

It includes three living units 
with kitchen and living room 
areas and resident rooms that 
will house up to 12 men.

“We have 68 beds in our 
shelter, and this will take the 
total up to 80,” said Kevin Carr, 
development and communi-
cations officer with Sheltering 
Wings. 

The project renovations 

came together thanks to fed-
eral funding and generous 
partners. 

United Way of Central Indi-
ana granted Sheltering Wings 
$296,158 through its Capital 
Projects Fund, which funded 
50% of renovations. 

“Sheltering Wings’ men’s 
shelter maximizes the scope 
of United Way’s work by 
strengthening everyone 
that makes up a family unit, 
whether that’s a child, parent 
or caregiver, “ said Jenni-
fer Hashem, public relations 
manager of United Way of 
Central Indiana. “It’s critical 
to see an investment in Hen-
dricks County that supports 
anyone who wants to culti-
vate a safe, promising future 
for their children and their 
families. With this shelter, now 
both women and men can 
see that vision through, plac-
ing more families onto safer, 
stronger paths to longevity 
and lifelong success.”

Sheltering Wings will hold 
an open house in late Febru-
ary and partner with area 
men’s outreach groups to 
connect with men in need.

Renderings show the layout of the Haven Homes development located near 2601 Stout Heritage Parkway in 
Plainfield. Construction is expected to begin this spring. (Photo provided by Sheltering Wings)
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Plainfield library opens applications  
for 2020 Arts Gala

The Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library opened applications 
for their 2020 Arts Gala fundraiser 
that will be May 1-3. 

Artists and artisans can sub-
mit work to be considered. In its 
eighth year, the gala continues 
to grow in sales and community 
interest and has sold more than 
$100,000 in local artwork and 
raised over $30,000 for library proj-
ects and initiatives. 

This year’s event will help fund a 

nursing nook at the library.
Exhibit fees for artists are $75 

for 3D exhibit booth space, $50 for 
wall space or $100 for both. Artists 
must be present to conduct sales 
throughout the weekend. 

Applications are online at plain-
fieldlibrary.net/artsgala and must 
be submitted by Jan. 27. 

Artists will be notified of their 
status in early February. 

Direct questions to artsgala@
plainfieldlibrary.net.

Danville church welcomes  
new part-time minister

The Unitarian Universalist Com-
munity Church of Hen-
dricks County welcomes 
Joel Tishkin as their new 
part time pastor. 

Tishkin will speak at 
UUCC on the second Sun-
day of each month starting 
Jan. 12. He will serve the 
church two more days per 
month by providing pastoral care 
and working to enhance the vi-
brancy of the congregation.

Tishken earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in history from the University 

of Wisconsin and a master’s and a 
doctorate in history from 
the University of Texas at 
Austin and a Master of Di-
vinity degree from Earlham 
College. He has served as 
an interim minister and 
sabbatical minister for 
the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Muncie.

The Unitarian Universalist 
Community Church of Hendricks 
County meets at 10 a.m. Sundays 
at 95 N. Jefferson St., Danville. Visit 
uucchc.org. 

Duke Energy donates to United Way 
Local Duke Energy employees 

recently presented $70,300 to 
United Way of Central Indiana from 
their annual Power for Giving Cam-
paign 2019.  

This year’s donation set a record 

of annual giving by Duke Ener-
gy employees through planned 
events during a six-week period. 
These funds do not include em-
ployee payroll contributions com-
mitted for 2020.

Stan Pinegar (left), Duke Energy 
Indiana president; Lance Wenck, 
United Way; Duke Energy employee 
Rebecca Drake (Pittsboro), Erin 
Schneider, Christina Fecher, 
Julie Hollingsworth, Marvin 
Blade (Plainfield) and Jean Renk 
(Plainfield) took part in the 
donation check presentation of 
funds Duke raised to donate to 
United Way. (Photo provided by 
Duke Energy)
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

PLAINFIELD

Tony G. Marchiando
Tony G. Marchiando, 90, passed away Dec. 
30, 2019. He was born Jan. 20, 1929. Ser-
vices were held Jan. 9 at Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home, Plainfield.

Reo Campbell
Reo Campblell, 50, passed away Dec. 25, 
2019. He was born Nov. 10, 1969. Services 
will be Jan. 11 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home, Plainfield. 

Mary A. Dixon
Mary A. Dixon, 78, passed away Jan. 3, 
2020. She was born Nov. 28, 1941. Services 
were held Jan. 6 at Hampton-Gentry Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield.

Syble E. Geiger
Syble E. Geiger, 92, passed away Jan. 7, 
2020. She was born Jan. 9, 1927. Services 
were held Jan. 11 at Hall-Baker Funeral 
Home, Plainfield.

Lois Aljean Clark
Lois Aljean Clark, 89, passed away Jan. 4, 
2020. She was born April 4, 1930. Services 
were held Jan. 10 at West Ridge Park Cem-
etery, Indianapolis.

AVON

Dan Kurbursky
Dan Kurbursky, 67, passed away Dec. 31, 
2019. He was born June 25, 1952. Services 
were held Jan. 11 at Bartlett Chapel United 
Methodist Church, Avon.

Marilyn Jo Knoy
Marilyn Jo Knoy, 83, passed away Jan. 1, 
2020. She was born Dec. 24, 1936. There 
will be no services.  

Dan E. Kurbursky
Dan E. Kurbursky, 67, passed away Dec. 31, 
2019. He was born June 25, 1952. Services 
were pending at press time.

Margaret Ann Ketchum
Margaret Ann Ketchum, 23, passed away 
Jan. 1, 2020. She was born May 11, 1996. 
Services were held privately.

Mary Ann Croy
Mary Ann Croy, 75, passed away Jan. 6, 
2020. She was born Sept. 22, 1944. Ser-
vices were held Jan. 10 at Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon.  

John Edward Atelski
John Edward Atelski, 92, passed away Jan. 
8, 2020. He was born Jan. 7, 1928. Services 
were held Jan. 13 at St. Malachy Catholic 
Church, Brownsburg.

Daniel L. Spence
Daniel L. Spence, 68, passed away Jan. 5, 
2020. He was born Sept. 23, 1951. No ser-
vices are planned.

BROWNSBURG

JoElla Johnson Sigler
JoElla Johnson Sigler, 56, passed away Dec. 
30, 2019. She was born June 15, 1963. Ser-
vices were held Jan. 7 at Matthews Mortu-
ary, Brownsburg.

Donald Lawson
Donald Lawson, 70, passed away Jan. 1, 
2020. He was born April 24, 1949. Services 
were held Jan. 6 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Donna Elaine Brumett
Donna Elaine Brumett, 74, passed away 
Jan. 1, 2020. She was born Nov. 2, 1945. 
Services were held Jan. 4 at Conkle Funeral 
Home, Speedway.

Rose Mary McIntire
Rose Mary McIntire, 93, passed away Jan. 2, 
2020. She was born May 4, 1926. Services 
were held Jan. 10 in Florida.

Reece A. Pruitt
Reece A. Pruitt passed away Jan. 4, 2020. 
Services were pending at press time.

David S. Trout
David S. Trout, 54, passed away Jan. 3, 
2020. He was born Dec. 12, 1965. Services 
were held Jan. 10 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 
317-892-4242 

 www.davidahallmortuary.com

Eric, Erin and 
Evelyn Bell

Our strength 
is based on 

the principle  
of our family 

serving yours.

Emet Charles Dunn
Emet Charles Dunn, 77, passed away Jan. 
6, 2020. He was born April 8, 1942. Ser-
vices were held Jan 9 at Hope Community 
Church, Brownsburg.

DANVILLE

Susan Marie Hull
Susan Marie Hull, 72, passed away Dec. 21, 
2019. She was born June 21, 1947. Services 
were held Jan. 7 at Hampton-Gentry Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield.

Donald W. Jordan
Donald W. Jordan, 92, passed away Jan. 2, 
2020. He was born March 18, 1927. Servic-
es were held Jan. 6 at Weaver & Randolph 
Funeral Home, Clayton.

Vanessa Marie Wing
Vanessa Marie Wing, 25, passed away Jan. 
5, 2020. She was born June 12, 1994. Ser-
vices were held Jan. 11 at Conkle Funeral 
Home, Avon. 

David Byrdwell
David Byrdwell, 69, passed away Jan. 6, 
2020. He was born Dec. 13, 1950. Services 
were held Jan. 11 at Northview Christian 
Church, Danville.

Margaret Hansen
Margaret Hansen, 85, passed away Jan. 8, 
2020. She was born Sept. 25, 1934. Servic-
es were held Jan. 14 at Clayton Cemetery.

Martha Imogene Clark
Martha Imogene Clark, 96, passed away 
Jan. 9, 2020. She was both Nov. 6, 1923. 
Services were held Jan. 13 at Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home.

Joanna Marie Konechnik
Joanna Marie Konechnik, 89, passed away 
Jan. 9, 2020. She was born Sept. 7, 1930. 
Services were held Jan. 15 at Mary Queen 
of Peace Catholic Church, Danville. 

Henry H. Smith
Henry H. Smith, 90, passed away Jan. 12, 
2020. He was born Dec. 12, 1929. Services 
were held Jan. 18 at Weaver and Randolph 
Funeral Home, Danville.

PITTSBORO

Henrietta L. Baldauf
Henrietta L. Baldauf, 96, passed away Jan. 
10, 2020. She was born Dec. 16, 1923. Ser-
vices were held Jan. 15 at Pittsboro Chris-
tian Church.

Steve Brunes
Steve Brunes, 70, passed away Jan. 2, 2020. 
He was born May 25, 1949. Services were 
held Jan. 11 at David A. Hall Mortuary, 
Pittsboro.

CLAYTON

Melvin H. Breneman
Melvin H. Breneman, 96, passed away Jan. 
2, 2020. He was born Aug. 2, 1924. Services 
were held Jan. 7 at Clayton Presbyterian 
Church. 

Ben Wyley
Ben Wyley, 84, passed away Jan. 5, 2020. 
He was born March 10, 1935. Services 
were held Jan. 8 at Maple Hill Cemetery, 
Plainfield. 

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville
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By Ken Sebree

In 1729 John Wesley became the 
leader of a small group at Oxford 
University known as the Holy Club. 
The members of this club in Eng-
land focused on honesty, modesty, 
obedience and reverence. 

This is generally regarded as the 
first expression of Methodism. As 
this movement grew, so did pres-
sure to separate the Methodists 
from the Church of England. Wes-
ley refused, and he remained an 
Anglican priest until his death.

The Wesleyan movement spread 
to America, and in 1771 Francis 
Asbury arrived to begin his 45-year 
ministry in North America, much 
of it to people on the frontier. As-
bury preached wherever he got a 
hearing, and he was soon made 
Wesley’s general assistant. 

Asbury traveled a circuit, as did 
all Methodist preachers, spread-
ing the Gospel to as many frontier 
people as possible. Asbury crossed 
the Allegheny Mountains 60 times 
and traveled an average of 5,000 
miles a year on horseback. The ear-
ly growth of the Methodist church 
is largely the result of his strenu-
ous efforts.

After the Indiana legislature 
established Hendricks County in 
1823, population growth greatly 
accelerated. In 1832 Elias Hadley 
and Levi Jessup officially platted 
the Town of Plainfield. Its name re-
flected the “plain” dress and man-
ner of much of the population, 
many of whom were members of 
the Friends Church. 

The Methodist movement was 
strong in this new frontier town, 
and in 1836 a group of interested 
parties met and organized what 
is now called the Plainfield United 
Methodist Church.

For the past 183 years, as the 
community has grown, so has 
the Plainfield United Methodist 

Church. From a humble log church 
building to its beautiful modern 
church on Simmons Street, the 
church has continued to minister 
to all in need. 

Each week Plainfield United 
Methodist reaches the lives of 
more than 1,000 people through 
worship services, Bible studies, 
Christian education and commu-
nity outreach.

 As early as 1945, the church be-
gan to feed hungry people. Today 
it serves through its Saturday com-
munity meals, weekly outreach 
to homeless neighbors, and area 
food pantry support. 

With a strong commitment to 
serve the children of Plainfield, the 
church provides ongoing week-
day ministry to children from age 
1 to grade 5. Sundays include pro-
gramming for students of all ages, 
partnership with the local Just Be 
Kind kids club and other children’s 
outreach activities.

After all these years, John Wes-
ley would be proud to know that 
the United Methodist Church’s 
global membership now exceeds 
12.5 million people.

Methodist church traces 
today’s service to roots  

in the 18th century

Ken Sebree is a practicing 
architect and resident of 
Hendricks County for well over 
40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

Plainfield United Methodist Church has 
been part of the local community since 
the 1830s. (Photo by Rick Myers)

317.539.2024 • 800.531.6752
www.raystrash.com

“Is your company’s New Year’s resolution to go green? Call Ray’s and find out 
about all of its exciting recycling programs. Whether you need a small container 
for office recycling, or large-scale equipment to handle excess packing materials, 
and things in between, Ray’s has you covered. Ray’s Trash is the only call you 
need to make for your recycling and waste removal needs. We offer consultants 
to review your needs and design a competitively priced custom program for you. 
Call us today to schedule a review of your property’s disposal plan.”

317.539.2024 • 800.531.6752
www.raystrash.com

“Is your company’s New Year’s resolution to go green? Call Ray’s and find 
out about all of its exciting recycling programs. Whether you need a small 
container for office recycling, or large-scale equipment to handle excess 
packing materials, and things in between, Ray’s has you covered. Ray’s Trash 
is the only call you need to make for your recycling and waste removal needs. 
We offer consultants to review your needs and design a competitively priced 
custom program for you. Call us today to schedule a review of your property’s 
disposal plan.”

GREAT SERVICE 
SMART PRICING

CALL RAY’S TODAY.

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, A CLEAN AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE. 
COME AND ENJOY THE GREEK EXPERIENCE!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires 2/15/20

HOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

CARRYOUT  
AVAILABLE!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 2/15/20

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262

East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517

North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993

South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253
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Your Legacy Tells Your Story.
Write a Good One.
For almost 25 years, the Community Foundation has been serving Hendricks County by helping donors match their 
passions with community needs, awarding over $13 million in grants to nonprofits and scholarships to high school 
seniors, and partnering with other local nonprofits to impact our community for good. 

A Family Legacy Fund is a special type of unrestricted fund at the Community Foundation that allows a family to 
permanently support their community while memorializing their family name. These funds are a powerful tool for good 
because they provide the funds for HCCF to make grants to current and emerging needs in our community-- needs that 
often would not be met otherwise.  We are grateful to those families who started Family Legacy Funds and wanted a 
legacy for good to become part of their story.

Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240

Bradford & Ceciley Casselman Family Legacy Fund
Their Story:

Bob and Beth Casselman both grew up in Hendricks 
County and love their home in Brownsburg. They enjoy 
being active outdoors and appreciate the great parks 
and green spaces in their community.  

Their son Brad and and his wife Ceciley have deep roots 
in Hendricks County as well, and Ceciley grew up as a 
part of the multi-generational Starkey family, owner of 
Starkey Farms. They just bought their “forever” home 
in Danville for their family of three, soon to be four. 
Bob and Beth were seeking a gift for them, both for 
Christmas and for a house-warming gift. They knew 
their son and daughter-in-law love our community and 
are committed to making an impact here.  
. 

Their Legacy: 

Bob and Beth wanted to make a gift that would be a wise investment and also meaningful to their family, so they 
established a Family Legacy Fund in the name of their son and daughter-in-law at the Community Foundation.   Their 
donation was matched 5 to 1 by the Clowes Fund, where Beth serves as Executive Director, and then tripled by the GIFT 
VII match.   This was clearly the answer to their question of where they could maximize their money.   Brad and Ceciley 
are very excited to have a fund in their name and are looking forward to adding to the fund to make a difference for 
good in their community. 

Beth said, ‘There really was no question about it.  HCCF has proven over and over, particularly through their 
needs assessment and community leadership work, that they know the pulse of the community and where 
best to use our money.   We trust them not only to wisely invest and steward the money, but also to make the 
right choices about how to grant the funds where they are needed most.”

CASSELMAN FAMILY  BRAD & CECILEY CASSELMAN
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Their Story: 

Carolyn Johnson was born and raised in Hendricks County and enjoyed all of her 
82 years raising her 6 children, 18 grandchildren, 35 great-grandchildren and 2 
great-great-grandchildren in a community she loved.  She married Wayne Johnson 
at age 15 and had 6 kids by age 23, so Carolyn was accustomed to hard work early 
in life. In addition to being a wife and mother, she drove a school bus for Plainfield 
Community Schools for 45 years.  She was known for purchasing, out of her own 
pocket,  hats and gloves for her “bus kids” so they wouldn’t be cold in the winter.

Their Legacy:

Carolyn’s door and kitchen table were always open to all her friends, family and neighbors.  She organized and cooked 
meals for many of the elderly in her neighborhood for years; her table was worn from so many weary souls seeking the 
warmth of her care and compassion in her home. She passed away this past year, and her family wanted to honor her 
memory and leave a legacy in her name.  They started the Carolyn Johnson Legacy Fund at the Community Foundation 
because they believed that was the best way to honor their mother and grandmother.  Carolyn’s daughter, Heidi Irving, 
said, “My mother poured her whole life into the people of this county, and we want her devotion and legacy to 
continue through the impact her fund will make right here in the community she loved. “ 

Carolyn Johnson Legacy Fund
JOHNSON FAMILY

CAROLYN JOHNSON

Jenny Miller & Family Legacy Fund
Their Story: 

Jenny Miller was an educator at heart and taught at several different schools for 36 years 
as well as volunteering with many local nonprofit organizations in Hendricks County. 
Jenny loved children and had a tremendous passion to teach them and prepare them for 
success.  She modeled love in action with all her students and even took Spanish classes 
so she could more effectively communicate with her Spanish-speaking students.

In 1992, Jenny was diagnosed with breast cancer. She fought for her life for 16 years before 
passing away in April 2008.  Her husband Howard and daughter Amy were approached by 
many people after her death who asked them to seek out a way to keep her memory alive.

JENNY MILLER

MILLER FAMILY

Their Legacy:

In the fall of 2008, Howard and Amy started the “Jenny Miller Memorial Scholarship Fund” at the Community Foundation.  
In 2019, Howard and Amy converted the fund into a Family Legacy Fund.  Transferring the funds into a Family Legacy 
Fund allowed them to continue to support local education among other things as well as to take advantage of the HCCF 
Match for converted scholarship funds.  

Amy said, “My mom was an amazing woman, and we want to honor her memory through the grants this fund will 
make to support the community she loved.”

Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240 Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240
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FOR A 
LIMITED TIMEGifts to Family Legacy Funds will be matched  $2 for $1!

Family Legacy Funds
Lloyd & Marsha Acton Family Legacy Fund

Bill Baker Family Legacy Fund

Bassett Family Legacy Fund

Al & Nancy Bennett Family Legacy Fund

C.M. & Jean Bottema Family Legacy Fund

Brock Family Legacy Fund

Steven S. Cagle Legacy Fund

Bradford & Ceciley Casselman Family
      Legacy Fund

Comer Family Legacy Fund

Mel & Deedee Daniel Family Legacy Fund

James & Suzanne Durell Legacy Fund

Eichenberger Family Legacy Fund

Richard & Nancy Fine Family Legacy Fund

Givan Family Legacy Fund

James & Roberta Graham Family 
      Legacy Fund

Kevin & Susan Gregory Family 
      Legacy Fund

Guenthner Family Legacy Fund

Hank & Cabrera Families Legacy Fund

Hanna Family Legacy Fund

Hanni Family Legacy Fund 

Hardin Family Legacy Fund

Kim & Mark Harris Family Legacy Fund

Sally Dillon Haver & Harry Haver 
      Legacy Fund

Hine Family Legacy Fund

Tom & Mary Hobbs Family Legacy Fund

Narcissa D. Hocker Legacy Fund

Jaworski Family Legacy Fund

Carolyn Johnson Legacy Fund

Leffler Family Legacy Fund

Bob & Alice McColgin Family Legacy Fund

McCoy Family Legacy Fund

Jenny Miller & Family Legacy Fund

Moore Family Legacy Fund

Pohl Family Legacy Fund

Max & Jill Poynter Family Legacy Fund

Rhodehamel Family Legacy Fund

Rozzi Family Legacy Fund

Wayne & Rosalie Rutledge Legacy Fund in                
      Memory of the Schulmeister Family

Scamahorn Family Legacy Fund

Ron & Carol Shirrell Family Legacy Fund

Shelby Rae Smith Legacy Fund

Guy & Jennifer Swenson Legacy Fund

Tincher Family Legacy Fund

J. Eric Vaughn & Family Legacy Fund

Villanueva Family Legacy Fund

Eli Welch Legacy Fund

Whicker Family Legacy Fund

Whiles-Wiles Family Legacy Fund

Whitmore Memorial Legacy Fund

Jim Winings Memorial Legacy Fund

Wyeth Family Legacy Fund

Dan & Sandy Young Family Legacy Fund

Rev. Teal Younce Legacy Fund

Make a Family Legacy Fund 
Part of YOUR Story
These families know the power for good in the HCCF Family Legacy Funds and made a Family Legacy Fund part of their 
story.  You can too! You and your family have the opportunity to make a difference in Hendricks County just like these 
families through these permanent, flexible funds. With the $2 for $1 match through the Lilly Endowment Inc. GIFT VII 
initiative, your gift will be tripled!  But don’t delay—this offer is only valid until December 2020 or until matching funds 
are exhausted.

Your gift to start a Family Legacy Fund will become grants to meet local needs in our community, just like these 
recent legacy fund grants:
   

Join us and all these families listed below in making a lasting difference in your community! 
Contact us at 317.268.6240 about starting your own Family Legacy Fund.

• A building for Family Promise
• Men’s housing at Sheltering Wings
• Sensory garden at Sycamore Services   

• Strategic planning for Hendricks County Humane 
Society

• Marketing plan for Central Indiana K-9 Association
• Hendricks County Resource Guide in Spanish

Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240
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Welcome Dr. Emily Cha to our team of highly skilled 
physicians at Orthopedics & Sports Medicine in Avon.
Dr. Emily Cha is fellowship trained in sports medicine and sees general orthopedic patients. 
She is currently accepting new patients. Call to schedule an appointment: 317.944.9400

Notables
Compiled by Mark Ambrogi

Plainfield’s Cael Vanderbush had a 
game-high 23 points in a 55-43 loss to 
Class 4A No. 7 Brownsburg in the Hen-
dricks County tournament champion-
ship game Jan. 11 at Tri-West. 

Plainfield’s Ellie Wilkerson scored 
a team-high 16 points, and Jozee 
Rhodes added 15 in a 57-42 victory 
over Tri-West Jan. 10. Sarah O’Day 
contributed 11 points, five assists and 
four rebounds for the Quakers. 

Avon senior Haley Nichols became 
the sixth player to top the 1,000-point 
mark in the school’s girls basketball 
history in a 65-58 overtime loss to 
Danville Jan. 11. Alex Richard added 
14 points and 10 rebounds. 

Gabe McNary scored 17 points on 
8-of-12 shooting in Avon’s 67-54 loss 
to Danville Jan. 7 in a Hendricks Coun-
ty tournament’s opening round game. 
Avon topped Tri-West 64-59 Jan. 11.

Avon’s Charlie King won the 200-
yard freestyle in the Hoosier Cross-
roads Conference meet Jan. 11. 
Hannah Jones was second in the 50 
freestyle and 100 backstroke.

Avon football players junior offensive 
lineman Blake Fisher and senior de-
fensive lineman Nathaniel James were 
named to the Associated Press All-State 
Class 6A football team. Quarterback 
Henry Hesson and linebacker Brevon 
Gude were honorable mention.

Plainfield boys and girls each fin-
ished second Jan. 11 in the Mid-State 
Conference meets. Plainfield’s Jack-
son VanWanzeele won the 100-yard 
butterfly with a new meet record of 
51.09 seconds, and Daryn Wright 
won the girls diving title.

For accomplishments about  
Hendricks County athletes, email  
mambrogi@icontimes.com.

ICONIC Athlete of the Week

WHAT ’S  IN  A  NAME
Plainfield swimmer sets sites on state meet podium while finishing outstanding career

Plainfield senior and swimming record holder Jackson 
VanWanzeele wants to qualify for the state swim meet and plans to 
compete at the University of Indianapolis. (Photo by Rick Myers)

COMMUNITY

By Mike Beas

Jackson VanWanzeele owns one individual boys swim 
record at Plainfield High School and is part of three oth-
ers as a relay participant.

His scroll of accomplishments is rivaled only by the 
length of his surname.

“Jackson has the most mispronounced name in the 
history of our program,” said fourth-year Quakers swim 
coach Scott Johnson, laughing. “But Jackson does OK 
with it. He’s pretty focused all of the time, and sometimes 
gets a good laugh out of it.”

Pronounced as if spelled “VanWonzle,” Jackson, 
the fourth of 1989 Plainfield graduates Curt and Julie 
(Wright) VanWanzeele’s five children (all swimmers), 
learned early in life to brace to hear his last name man-
gled beyond recognition during meets and invitationals.

“It happens all the time,” said VanWanzeele. “I actu-
ally had a meet over the summer in North Carolina, and 
the public address announcer kept stumbling on it and 
eventually apologized.”

Given his successes since the start of the 2016-17 swim 
season, one would think this wouldn’t happen by now. At 
least locally. 

VanWanzeele lowered the Quakers’ standard in the 
100-yard butterfly as a junior by clocking a time of 49.96 
seconds at the Plainfield sectional. At the 2019 State 
Meet at the IUPUI Natatorium, he helped the Quakers’ 
200 freestyle (1:27.37) and 400 free relays set new marks.

As a freshman, VanWanzeele took part in the record-
setting 200 medley relay (1:37.36). He’s been known to 
occasionally participate in the individual 200 and 500 
freestyle events during meets.

An excellent student, VanWanzeele, who carries a 4.5 
grade-point average, will attend the University of India-
napolis starting the 2020-21 school year. He will swim for 
the Greyhounds men’s swim program and major in me-
chanical engineering.

The work ethic needed to succeed in these areas 
and more are evident every day at practice, according 
to Johnson, who credits Avon Community Swim Team 
coach Jon Karr with much of VanWanzeele’s develop-
ment (VanWanzeele swims for ACST from the end of 

February until the start of November).
“What I’ve noticed, as cliché as it sounds, is Jackson 

works hard and is extremely determined and self-moti-
vated,” said Johnson, who took over as head coach the 
2016-17 season after serving as a Plainfield assistant the 
previous 13 seasons. “I’ve had the pleasure of coaching 
all of his siblings, and a large part of it has to do with his 
upbringing.”

As rewarding as ribbons and medals are, VanWanzeele 
said swimming is more about times than potential wall 
decorations. Nonetheless, now that it is his final high 
school season, he would like the chance to stand on the 
award podium (top eight finishers) at the February state 
meet.

VanWanzeele came close as a sophomore, placing 10th 
in both the 100 butterfly and 200 freestyle. Last season, he 
was 12th and 11th, respectively, in these same events.

“This year, I would like to get the top four at state,” he 
said. “But if I get really good times, I would be happy with 
that, too.”
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Tuesdays with Auri: When sticky notes 
work better than high tech calendars

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis 
with his wife of 33 years. Dick is 
usually in the basement trying 
to think up something funny 
to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

ICONtoon

VIEWS

EDITORIAL

By Dick Wolfsie

It began with a simple phone call 
to my friend Auri, a computer geek I 
asked to help me with my successful 
website, which right now is attract-
ing up to three visitors a month. 

To have a strong online pres-
ence, you have to spend several 
hours a day using social media, like 
Facebooking, tweeting and updat-
ing your blog. This means cutting 
yourself off from the outside world, 
but that’s the price you pay for being 
social.

Auri and I decided to meet for 
coffee. I got out my trusty mini legal 
pad and wrote down the time and 
date. Then I put a sticky note on my 
bathroom mirror. I know I will see it 
several times the night before, re-
minding me of that obligation. 

Auri and I agreed to get together 
on the following Tuesday at 9 a.m. at 
Starbucks. Auri entered our engage-
ment on his Google calendar, which 
I discovered automatically synced to 
my AOL calendar, telling me the time 
and location of the appointment. 

I don’t like it when other people 
tell me where to go, but that was 
also happening way before comput-
ers.

A minute after our call, a “meet-
ing alert” magically appeared on my 
computer screen. The message came 
with colors selections to distinguish 
it from other appointments on my 
calendar, except I didn’t have any. 

Brown seemed appropriate for 
java, but something more festive felt 
right. Mary Ellen suggested taupe 
or mauve; I told her the color should 
reflect the importance of our get 
together, not match our bedspread. I 
went with red.

The following morning, I got an 
“invitation update” in my email, as 
well as on my cell phone to change 
our breakfast from 9 to 8:30. I agreed 
to the new time, telling him in a 
comment box that I was changing 
the color of our meeting from red to 
green. 

Included with the update was 
a link to MapQuest, informing me 
how long it would take to get there 

from my house, which was either 
3 minutes away, 4 minutes away, 7 
minutes away or 8 minutes away, 
depending on which Starbucks I was 
going to.

On Tuesday morning, I got an-
other alert (an annoying ding) that 
my breakfast meeting was in half 
an hour. Then at 8:15, I was dinged 
again, warning that I only had 15 
minutes to make it on time. I rushed 
out the door, afraid that if I were late, 
news of my tardiness would go viral.

I reached Starbucks at 8:25. Auri 
hadn’t arrived yet. I bought a coffee 
and waited. And waited. I called his 
cell phone just before 9 a.m. He an-
swered right away. “Auri, where are 
you? I’m at Starbucks on 82nd,” I said.

He responded, “Oh my gosh, was 
that today?”

New decade 
welcomes new 

council members
The start of a new decade ushered 

in plenty of change for Hendricks 
County towns. Last year, we saw sev-
eral new names on the municipal 
election ballot. Of the four largest 
towns in Hendricks County, only the 
Plainfield Town Council remained the 
same. New elected members joined 
Avon, Brownsburg and Danville coun-
cils this month. 

Avon has only one new council 
member: Robert Pope, a Democrat 
who promised to be a voice of rea-
son on growth issues, took office this 
month. Avon also welcomed a new 
clerk-treasurer in Julie Loker. Growth 
is still a significant issue for Avon, but 
there is continuity in leadership like 
Plainfield has.

In the case of Danville, 2019 was a 
complete overhaul of the council with 
the majority of members being new. 
Nancy Leavitt, Greg VanLaere and 
David Winters are not only new to the 
council but have never held elected 
office. Along with Tom Pado and Chris 
Gearld, the Danville Town Council 
has seen all new members within the 
last five years. Along with a new town 
manager and a complete change in 
the administration, Danville will be 
one to watch in the next two years.

Next in the change department is 
two new council members in Browns-
burg. Matt Simpson and Jeff Gracey 
are new to the council and elected 
office. Both spoke about controlling 
growth in what will compete for the 
largest town in Hendricks County in 
the 2020 Census. There are several 
challenges facing Brownsburg in the 
next few years including infrastruc-
ture issues that have stalled the last 
few years. 

Brownsburg also has a new town 
manager, assistant town manager 
and economic development director. 
And if you thought the fight over an-
nexation was over, members of Fight 
Against Brownsburg Annexation et. 
al. have said that they plan to sue the 
town for attorney fees, which may 
start in 2020.

The Hendricks County ICON con-
gratulates the new office holders and 
commends them for serving their 
towns and constituents.
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1 Profits from the Jan. 18 
Dogtona event will go 

toward the Hendricks County 
Humane Society’s general budget 
and what other specific project?

❏ A. Service animals for local 
veterans
❏ B. Canine police patrol
❏ C. A dog park in Brownsburg
❏ D. An upcoming spay/neuter 
campaign

2 According to the Hendricks 
County Substance Abuse 

Task Force, opioids are the 
leading cause of overdose in the 
county. The task force offers grant 
funding opportunities to local 
agencies and programs, including 
which of the following? 

❏ A. Work-release treatment 
programs
❏ B. Drug education in the 
county’s six school districts
❏ C. Educational videos through 
the Hendricks County Health 
Partnership
❏ D. All of the above

3 The ICONIC Athlete of the 
Week in the Jan. 3 edition 

was Avon’s senior wrestler Ray 
Rioux. He is striving for a state 
wrestling title at what weight 
class?

❏ A. 120 lbs.
❏ B. 126 lbs.
❏ C. 131 lbs.
❏ D. 106 lbs.

4 Avon’s Hannah Walker, 16, 
traveled to Rome recently 

to attend the International 
Children’s Advisory Network 
Summit. She earned the 
invitation for what earlier middle 
school project?

❏ A. Robotics for the 21st 
Century
❏ B. Climate Change: Solutions 
for the Next Millennium
❏ C. Seeds of North Greenhouse/
Garden
❏ D. Students for Political Action 
and Involvement

ICONIC IQ

How well do you know 
your Hendricks County 
community? Test your 

memory of news featured in 
the Jan. 3 issue of the Avon/

Plainfield ICON.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 22
COMPILED BY CONNIE SIEFERMAN

VIEWS

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, 
nonsensical laws on the books. Each 
issue, we’ll share one with you …

In Juneau, Alaska, flamingo owners are 
forbidden from bringing their pets into a 
barber shop.

 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

STRANGE LAW

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“Write it on your heart 
that every day is the 
best day in the year.” 

– Ralph Waldo Emerson

QUOTE

Julie Loker was sworn in Dec. 
31 as the newly elected 

clerk-treasurer for Avon. Loker 
previously served on the Avon Police 
Merit Commission and as booster 
president for the Avon Marching Black 
and Gold.

Hendricks County Communi-
cations Center has an 

improved website that offers 
community resources for annual 
reports, public records requests and 
more at hccom.org.

Class of 1986 Plainfield 
graduate Rob Palmer who now 

resides in Portland, Ore., became an 
Air Force reserve brigadier general.

The Town of Plainfield is 
considering using blinking 

yellow turn signals, or “permissive 
phase” signals, to keep traffic flowing 
at particular intersections. Flashing 
yellow left turn lights reduces severe 
crashes by 25% compared to 
traditional signals.

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds 

and Conference Complex 
is designed to meet any 
of your social meeting 

needs:  banquets, meetings, 
seminars or wedding events 
- we can do it all! Our friendly
and knowledgable staff are
ready to make your event

worry-free and memorable!

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2020 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St. 
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-21-20.

To the editor:

Just wanted to let you know how 
much I enjoy receiving and reading 
the Icon. I love the local news and the 
focus on community that you place 
on the paper! Just wanted to say 
thanks!

John Demerly, Avon
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Puzzle Time

Answers See Page 22

PUZZLES

ACROSS
1. Miss Hendricks 
County crown
6. Indiana tax IDs
10. I-70 rig
14. IU Health drip 
source

15. Kevin Gregory 
weather word
16. Declare
17. Local music group in 
a Porter County city?
19. Timid
20. ___America Tower

21. Knitting stitch
22. Gushes
24. Very, informally
25. Norse god
26. Mediocre
29. “Humbug!”
31. Mink’s kin

35. Hitchhikes on US 36
38. Captain Nemo’s sub
40. Tummy muscles
41. Local home of a 
Gauguin painting in a 
WWII battle site?
43. Brissett miscue, 
briefly
44. Way to sway
46. Nosedive
48. Church council
49. Dine late
51. Ascend
52. Holcomb denial
54. German auto maker
57. iPhone feature
60. Vet’s affliction
61. Popular pond fish
64. Third male
65. Local playhouse in 
gym wear?
68. Jeff’s partner
69. “___ does it!”
70. Artist’s prop
71. Crafty website
72. Modern-day “carpe 
diem”
73. Janitor’s supply

DOWN
1. DVR option
2. Dr. Pavlov
3. Competent
4. Mark Battles music 
genre
5. Awestruck
6. Sacred beetle
7. Dirt
8. Rejections
9. Splash about

10. Japanese warrior
11. “...happily ___ after”
12. Danville HS track 
event
13. Ticks off
18. Shag, e.g.
23. USPS part
24. Pop’s wife
25. Tin’s House cuisine
26. Pacers figs.
27. “Wow!”
28. Rep. Brooks
30. Brownsburg Farmers 
Market pear
32. Russian pancake
33. Breathing organs
34. Ms. Lauder
36. Earl’s Auction 
customer
37. Personal ad abbr.
39. Victory Field arbiter

42. Approximately
45. Something new
47. myhcicon.com, e.g.
50. LongHorn “baked” 
side
53. “Yum!”
55. LA winter hrs.
56. Ford flop
57. Showed up
58. Border on
59. Citi Field team
60. Ring out
61. Lip smack
62. Classic cookie
63. “___ turn up”
66. ICON reporter’s 
query
67. Hoosier Park stable 
diet

2 8 4
2 6 9

1 9
3 7 9 4

8 9 7 2
2 4 8 3

9 6
6 4 2

7 2 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

Large 1 topping traditional  
crust pizza and an order  

of breadsticks

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 1/31/20
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FAITHONFOOD
AN OPTION
FlossieMae’s  
Ice Cream  
& Coffee 
503 S. State St. 
Lizton

Lizton has a 
new drive-thru for 
coffee and more.  
Diane and Drew 
Fleece opened a 
second FlossieMae’s 
Ice Cream & Coffee. 
The additional 
location offers a 
full coffee menu, 
plus breakfast and 
lunch. 

The reuben was full of fresh 
sliced corned beef, imported Swiss 
cheese, thousand Island dressing 
and sauerkraut on rye bread. All 

sandwiches, served warm or cold, 
include a drink, chips and pickle. A 
scoop of caramocha ice cream was 
the perfect finish and fun with the 
color changing spoon. 

WHERE I DINE
ISP trooper J.C. Miller, 
Avon 

Where do you like 
to dine? Rusted Silo 
Southern BBQ in Lizton. 

What do you like 
there? I’ve eaten at many barbecue 
locations on duty. Rob Ecker has 

the best beef brisket and chicken.

What do you like about this 
place? I love the atmosphere. 
There’s easy access off I-74 to meet 
other troopers while on patrol. I 
like supporting a local business.  

Rusted Silo Southern BBQ 
411 N. State St., Lizton 

Thai Silk
Mixologist: June 
Fiedeldey 
Thai District 
Restaurant 
5724 N. Green St.
Brownsburg, IN  

Ingredients: 1 oz. 
coconut rum, 1 pump coconut 
syrup, 1 oz. pineapple juice, 1 
pump vanilla syrup, chardonnay

Directions: Fill a wine glass with 
ice. Pour rum, juice and syrups over 
ice. Top glass with chardonnay. 
Garnish with a fresh orchid. 

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. 
Follow on Instagram, Facebook 
and Twitter  @FAITHonFOOD 
#FAITHonFOOD.

by Faith Toole

EVENTScalendar

January
18 Saturday
Popsicle Stick Hot Cocoa Mug Craft
11 a.m.-12 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 
8518 Hughes Road, North Salem. 
Make your own mug picture with 
popsicle sticks. Hot cocoa available. 
All ages. Free.

18 Saturday
The Purduettes Community Concert
7 p.m. Jan. 18 Plainfield High School 
auditorium, 1 Red Pride Drive, Plain-
field. Proceeds will benefit the Plain-
field High School choral programs. 
Cost: $10 adults, $5 ages 5-18, free for 
kids 5 and younger. Tickets online at 
showtix4u.com/events/Purduettes or 
at the door.

19 Sunday 
Oinking Acres Party Pals
2-4 p.m. Pecar Park, 5203 E County 
Road 150 N, Avon. Free. Meet adopt-
able farm animals, play fun games 
and learn about animals. Donations to 
Oinking Acres Rescue are accepted.

24 Friday
Euchre Tournament
6:30-9 p.m. Brownsburg High School, 
1000 S. Odell St., Brownsburg. Euchre 
Tournament to benefit BHS Choir 
Dept. Door #6 opens at 6:30 and the 
rotating tournament begins at 7 p.m. 
in the cafe. Open to the first 50 teams 
at $25/team. Cash prizes. Register at 
eventbrite.com/e/bhs-choir-euchre-
tournament-tickets-88114371457.

24 Friday
Adults Only Night at Penguin Park
7-9 p.m. Washington Township Park, 
435 Whipple Lane, Avon. Ages 18 and 
older. Skating and Faux Fathers band. 
Igloo warming station. $12/person, 
alcohol for additional charge by Indy 
Beer Taps. Tickets at wtp.recdesk.com.

24 Friday
Winter Poetry Walk
10 a.m.-4 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 

8518 Hughes Road, North Salem. 
Drop in for pristine walk in frigid natu-
ral footpaths. Find inspiration as po-
ems along a walkway. Warm up after-
ward in the nature center and write a 
poem. Moderate terrain, up to 1 mile. 
All ages; under 16 must have a parent 
or guardian present. Free.

25 Saturday
Movie Night at Penguin Park
6 p.m. Washington Township Park, 435 
Whipple Lane, Avon. All ages. “Happy 
Feet” movie in one of the heated ig-
loos. Popcorn and hot cocoa. $5/per-
son. Register at wtp.recdesk.com.

26 Sunday
Creating Cool Crafts with Nature
2-4 p.m. Pecar Nature Park, 5203 E. 
CR 150 N, Avon. Create snake-skin 
bookmarks, feather pencils and do ink 
printing with leaves. Age 7 and up. 
$5/person. Register at wtp.recdesk.
com.

28 Tuesday
Danville Cornhole League
6-9 p.m. Danville Parks and Rec-
reation, 49 N. Wayne St., Danville. 
League runs for five weeks on Tuesday 
nights. $50 per team. Register at dan-
villeparks.recdesk.com.

February
7 Friday
Networking with Donuts and Coffee
9-10:30 a.m. Level Two Coworking, 
2498 Perry Crossing Way, Suite 240, 
Plainfield. Enjoy coffee and donuts 
while networking with other profes-
sionals and discussing goals for 2020. 
Participants can stay and work after 
the event. 

7 Friday
Adults Only Night at Penguin Park
7-9 p.m. Washington Township Parks 
and Recreation, 435 Whipple Lane, 
Plainfield. Adult only (18 and up. 21+ 
will have special wristband) skating 
and a band. Igloo warming station for 
socializing. Alcohol for additional cost 
by Indy Beer Taps. Music by Blonde 
Sonja. $12/person.
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T I A R A S S N S S E M I
I V B A G C O O L A V E R
V A L P A R A I S O M E E K
O N E P U R L S P U R T S

M E G A T H O R
S O S O B A H S A B L E
T H U M B S N A U T I L U S
A B S I W O J I M A I N T
T O A N D F R O P L U N G E
S Y N O D S U P R I S E

V E T O O P E L
C A M E R A P T S D K O I
A B E L S W E A T S H I R T
M U T T T H A T E A S E L
E T S Y Y O L O L Y S O L

9 2 8 3 7 4 5 6 1
5 4 3 2 6 1 8 7 9
7 6 1 9 8 5 4 3 2
3 7 6 1 2 8 9 5 4
1 8 9 4 5 3 7 2 6
2 5 4 6 9 7 1 8 3
8 3 2 5 1 9 6 4 7
6 1 7 8 4 2 3 9 5
4 9 5 7 3 6 2 1 8

Puzzles & Answers
SEE PAGE 20

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Foods: BAGUETTE, 
CASSOULET, CREPE, ESCARGOT, QUICHE, SOUFFLE; Rat 
Packers: BISHOP, DAVIS JR., LAWFORD, MARTIN, SINATRA; 
Sounds: ARF, BOW WOW, GRR, WOOF; Neighborhoods: 
BEAN CREEK, GARFIELD PARK, SOUTH VILLAGE; Hosts: 
KAREN, MINA; Mr. Football: SPEGAL

Iconic IQ 
ON PAGE 19

1. C
2. D
3. B
4. C

HEALTH

Don’t wait: Use the time 
given to you now

LIFE'S 
CHOICES

Karl Zimmer III is an author, speaker, 
and Board Certified Hypnotist. His 
company, Zimmer Success Group 
(Z-Success.com), is in Plainfield. 
Information provided is for 
informational purposes only and is 
not intended to diagnose, treat, or 

cure any condition or illness.

By Karl Zimmer

When we pay at-
tention to things that 

happen in our lives, we learn to make 
adjustments, to accept the things we 
are unable to change or control, to 
live in the moment and to be our best 
and do our best.

Jimi Hendrix said, 
“Knowledge speaks, 
but wisdom listens.” 
Long before I heard 
that, I realized that I 
learned much more 
by listening than I 
did by speaking. 

Sometimes we 
are told or hear 
something scary or 
unpleasant, but it is how we process 
what we hear and how we respond to 
it that determines our outcome. 

No matter what happens to us, it is 
how we deal with what happens that 
determines our success, failure, joy or 
misery. The choices we make are the 
determining factor. 

Time and time again, we are sent 
messages in a variety of ways, and if 
we are listening, if we are truly open 
to learning from our experiences and 
listening to the many messages sent 
our way by the universe, by God or by 
whatever higher power we believe in, 
we will navigate this journey with joy 

and fulfillment. 
One message we get but often 

tend to ignore is, “There is no time like 
the present.” 

The truth is, now is the only time 
that matters. If we don’t heed the 
message the first time, it will come 

again, more insis-
tently. The tap on 
the shoulder be-
comes a sledgeham-
mer if unanswered. 

Most of us wait 
for the perfect time, 
yet the perfect time 
never comes be-
cause it was already 
there. We missed it. 
We have all heard 
the expression, 

“Hindsight is 2020.” Well, in this year 
2020, let your vision be perfect now. 

Whatever you have been wanting 
to do but were waiting for the perfect 
time, that time is now. Go do that 
thing. Life is great when you live it to 
the fullest. How cool is that?

 The truth is, now is the only time 
that matters. If we don’t heed 

the message the first time, it will 
come again, more insistently. The 

tap on the shoulder becomes a 
sledgehammer if unanswered.

COMMERCIAL &  
RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM
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Apply these lessons learned from a dietitian for the new year
NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, 
FAND, is Director of Nutrition and 
Dietetics for Hendricks Regional 
Health. Her goal is to share ideas 
about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire 
others.Don’t ban certain foods  

or food groups. You should 
be eating from every food 
group to have a balanced 

and healthy diet.

DENTISTRY FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

Enjoy the 
Convenience of 
Having All Your 
Family Dental  

Needs in  
One Office!

BROWNSBURG
321 E. Northfield Drive #300

317-852-3176
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm & 2pm-5pm

Now Offering Friday Hours Once a Month

SwartoutDental.com

COSMETIC DENTISTRY • WHITENING • BONDING
PORCELAIN CROWNS/VENEERS • TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

FREE 
Cosmetic Consult

Learn how your smile can be improved  
at no charge! Offer expires 1/31/20

New Patient  
Welcome Special!

$49 
Includes: Exam, X-Rays,  

Teeth Cleaning
Not valid with insurance or government funded 

dental insurance programs. One coupon per family. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts.  

Offer expires 1/31/20

HENDRICKS COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ SCHEDULED MEETINGS

All meetings listed will be held at the Hendricks County Government Center, 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, 355 South Washington Street, Danville, Indiana at 7:00 AM.  
Please call 317-858-6070 for questions. 

January 8, 2020
April 28, 2020
July 28, 2020

October 27, 2020

Professional Office 
Space Available

Located at  
7378 Business 

Center Drive, Avon

1,000 Square Ft

Contact Wade @ 
317-614-5402

By Martha Rardin

Welcome to a 
New Year! This time of year, our minds 
are filled with plans for self improve-
ment, and many times those plans 
involve losing weight or becoming 
more active. 

Congratulations if you have that 
mindset. The first step on any journey 
is self analysis and a determi-
nation that you are ready to 
change.

As a dietitian that has been in 
practice for more than 40 years, 
I have learned a few things that 
you might find helpful as you 
start your journey.

Just start where you are. 
Sounds simple, but in our 

minds, we often wait for the per-
fect time to start an exercise reg-
imen or to increase the health-
ful foods we eat. My advice to 
you is to just start. Take it one day at a 
time and make small but intentional 
choices. 

Make moderation your mantra. 
Don’t ban certain foods or food 

groups. You should be eating from 
every food group to have a balanced 
and healthy diet.

I wish I could survive on choco-
late chip cookies and ice cream, but 
that wouldn’t be healthy. I can have 
a chocolate chip cookie on occasion 
and a small dish of ice cream on occa-
sion but all in moderation. Some days 

it will mean you can have your treat 
and other days you will need to post-
pone eating that for a later date.

Science matters. 
It is very easy to get confused 

about what you should and shouldn’t 
eat. As consumers we are constantly 
bombarded with commercials, bill-
boards, social media that attempt to 

drive our behavior. 
I would encourage you to be dis-

cerning about all the marketing hype. 
Be wary of dietary supplements. 
Americans spend 30 billion dollars a 
year on supplements. Most of these 
have not been scientifically studied 
and are a waste of your hard-earned 
money. 

Choosing a healthy diet with lots 
of variety and loads of fiber will meet 
your nutritional needs. I also encour-
age you to reach out to the dietitians 

at Hendricks Regional Health if you 
are not sure about a product or a 
supplement. Our bodies are built to 
eat all kinds of nutrients including 
carbohydrates, proteins and fats – all 
in moderation.

Food is emotional. 
We are just coming off the holi-

day season where we gathered with 
friends and family and enjoyed 
our favorite foods. Foods have 
a direct emotional connection, 
both positive and negative. 

If your relationship with food is 
difficult, keep a diary of the times 
food or food choices were dif-
ficult for you. After a few weeks 
review what were your triggers 
or what foods seemed to be diffi-
cult to achieve moderation. Then 
devise strategies to work around 
these now-known emotions con-
nected to specific foods.

Celebrate food.
Food is meant to be enjoyed. 

Sometimes we can become too criti-
cal of ourselves and our behaviors. 
When we become too critical, refer 
back to point No. 1. Just start where 

you are, be aware of your behaviors 
and what you want to change by tak-
ing things one step at a time. Take 
time to enjoy yourself and food. It 
makes life more enjoyable.
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By Curtis Honeycutt

Let’s face it – the 
trajectory of our language is trend-
ing slangular (a word I’m confident I 
just invented). With the proliferation 
and pervasiveness of internet culture, 
slang is everywhere. 

You know this is true when your 
grandma comments that your new 
shoes are “on fleek.” 

What is slang, and how should we 
properly utilize it in our communica-
tion?  

It’s time to load up our slangshots 
to attempt to define slang. Slang is in-
formal language spoken by a specific 
group of people. 

These words and phrases incubate 
among particular groups – whether 
they be teenagers, minority groups or 
certain geographical regions. Slang 
starts conversationally, whether or not 
it ever translates into written language. 

Using slang is a way for individuals 
to communicate with their own set 
of words that help them to identify as 
part of a group.

Slang isn’t jargon. Jargon is lan-
guage that applies to a particular 
professional group. So, for instance, 
you’ll hear tons of medical jargon in a 
TV hospital drama: “The patient has a 
localized, sub-therapeutic, idiopathic, 
epidermal pathogen that needs to be 
stabilized, stat!” 

To be honest, I have no idea what 
any of that means; however, since 
these seemingly foreign terms are 
specific to the medical community, 
they count as jargon, not slang.

GRAMMAR

Is it jargon or slang when describing 
Dr. McDreamy as ‘the bee’s knees’?

Curtis Honeycutt is a nationally 
award-winning syndicated humor 
writer. Connect with him on 
Twitter (@curtishoneycutt) or at  
curtishoneycutt.com.

Let’s walk through an incomplete 
recent history of slang with examples. 

In the ‘20s, if you called your sand-
wich the “bee’s knees” or “cat’s pa-
jamas,” you’d be saying that it was a 
particularly good sandwich. 

In the 1950s, if you had a shiner 
(black eye), you might want to cover it 
up with a pair of shades (sunglasses). 

In the 1960s, you’d be bummed out 
(depressed) if a choice babe (pretty 
girl) rejected your advances. 

If you’re still telling people to “talk 
to the hand,” the 1990s called from 
their gigantic cell phone; they want 
their slang term for a scornful rejec-
tion of what someone has said back.

Use slang in informal situations: in 
conversations, at parties, online and 
when communicating with people 
with whom you already have a well-
developed rapport. Don’t use slang 
on your resume, in a job interview, in 
a Nobel prize acceptance speech, or 
in any kind of formal writing, which 
includes business emails.

Although I’m a fan of slang, you 
need to exercise caution when using 
it, especially in writing; a misplaced 
use of “off the chain” in the wrong 
context will not only lose you style 
points, but it could also hurt your 
chances of getting ahead at work.

The Hendricks County Solid Waste Management District is seeking a dependable, 
professional, detail-oriented individual to serve as the District’s Office and Education 
Coordinator. The full-time position requires excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
a desire and ability to educate members of the public on a range of topics related to waste 
reduction, recycling and proper waste management. 

Responsibilities of the position include facilitating the District’s participation in public 
outreach events and activities, presenting environmental programs to groups (including 
elementary and middle school students), assisting the District’s Executive Director with certain 
bookkeeping, office and operational duties, and more.

The successful applicant will have earned at least a bachelor’s degree in environmental 
education, natural resources, communication, education or related field and will have past, 
consistent work experience that will showcase his or her reliability, customer service mentality 
and ability to learn new information and tasks.

The full job description for the position is available to view here: https://cutt.ly/TrqN4ct
Interested individuals are encouraged to forward a resume with cover letter to:

Hendricks County Solid Waste Management District
Attention: Lenn Detwiler
104 East Main Street
Brownsburg, IN 46112

Resumes and cover letters may also be submitted electronically by sending them to: 
info@hendrickssolidwaste.com.

Resumes must be received by January 31, 2020, to be considered.

TsT Construction  and Roofing
Tip of the Month   
By Tom S. Truesdale

317-550-8677

TsT Construction  
Roofing & General Contracting Services

Helping people one job at a time...

Brownsburg, IN • tom@tst-construction.com
tst-construction.com

Spring is right around the corner!
Winter has arrived but Spring will 
be here soon, I hope! This month I 
wanted to offer some dialog about 
planning ahead for spring projects. 
The months of March to May 
are typically very busy months 
for contractors that specialize in 
exterior work, many times the 
week after the first sunny day in 
the Spring contractors experience 
a large number of calls for new 
business. The problem becomes 
responding to the new business calls 
and developing proposals, planning 
projects and then completing the 
work in a timely manner with the 
drastic increase in work load. This 
month I am simply offering a list of 
potential exterior projects that can 
easily be developed and planned 
during the winter months.
Planning any of these projects 
earlier rather than later will help 
you to be ahead of the rush and be 
first on the list as soon as the spring 
weather allows exterior construction 
projects to resume.

•  Exterior siding repairs and 
replacement

• Vinyl, Cement board or Wood
• Deck Construction
• Repairs or Replacement
• Exterior Painting
• Roofing
•  Concrete driveway and  

patio repair and replacement
• Chimney repairs

• Masonry repairs
• Window and door replacement

Planning ahead and being proactive 
regarding upcoming exterior 
improvement projects is a smart 
strategy. If you know you have a 
project that needs to be completed this 
Spring reach out to a local, qualified 
Contractor during the winter season 
so that planning and proposal can 
be developed before the rush of the 
spring season is upon us. Hope this 
months tips are helpful, stay warm, 
spring will be here soon! I HOPE! 
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Tree bark offers winter interest in landscapes 

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

GARDENING

Trees with exfoliating bark peak winter landscape interest. 
(Photo by John Chapin)

By John Chapin

Exfoliation is a natural 
process in which tree bark peels off in thin 
layers or flakes as the tree grows and expands 
in diameter. For some trees, it helps rid the 
plant of pests like insects, scale and fungus. 

Exfoliation is most noticeable in the winter 
when trees are bare. This makes trees with 
exfoliating bark valuable accents to land-
scapes large and small for winter interest, 
especially when there is a backdrop of ever-
greens or even darker house walls of brick or 
stone. 

One of the most common trees planted for 
exfoliating bark in Central Indiana is the river 
birch, Betula nigra. The best cultivar of this 
tree is Heritage that keeps its attractive peel-
ing bark even when large and mature, unlike 
the species that loses that feature as it ages. 

A variety more suited for patio gardens is 
Little King, also known as Fox Valley, a low-
branching clump form, growing only to 8-10 
feet tall and wide. Note: Alas, the beautiful 
paperwhite birch prefers cooler summers 
and locally inevitably succumbs to disease 
and the dreaded bronze birch borer.

The paperbark maple, Acer griseum, has 
beautiful peeling bark with colors rang-
ing from copper orange to cinnamon 

reddish-brown and grows very slowly to 15 
feet. It also displays bright scarlet fall foliage. 

Kousa or Chinese dogwood, Cornus kousa, 
develops striking patterns of flaking bark, 
rather than peeling, on the trunk and larger 
branches. Its an excellent small specimen 
tree noted for its white or pink flowers that 
bloom above the foliage and curious fall fruit. 

An unusual summer blooming, slow grow-
ing tree is the Japanese Stewardia, Stewart 
pseudocamellia. The trees’ flaking bark dis-
plays patches of tan, pink, and gray creating 
an interesting contrast in the landscape. 

Over several weeks in early summer, lovely 
3-inch white camellia-like flowers are dis-
played. Fall brings foliage in shades of bril-
liant red, orange, and gold. 

There are other smaller-growing trees wor-
thy of careful placement for winter enjoy-
ment in home gardens. See if you can find 
a spot for one of these winter performers in 
your landscaping. Happy gardening!

SHELTERINGWINGS.ORG/EVERYBODYALWAYS
register today

FRIDAY
FEB. 7, 2020

NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING

BOB GOFF
AUTHOR AND SPEAKER

CONFERENCE CENTER, PLAINFIELD
EMBASSY SUITES

Join us on

at the

with

Healthy me. Stronger us.

shelteringwings.org
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Pictures reflect good times and 
encourage awareness of blessings
DEVOTIONAL

By Alex Hershey

This is the time 
of year we reflect on the past year and 
begin to dream about the new year. 
The past few years I’ve adopted the 
practice of going to my phone and 
looking at all of my pictures from the 
past year (mainly laughing at all of the 
screen shots of funny GIFs I took). 

Purposefully looking at pictures 
makes me realize the year brought 
me more blessings than I remember.

Starting a new year brings many 
new possibilities. It can be an exciting 
time, but there are also many people 
who have a hard time looking forward 
because they are still stuck in the past 
or treading water in the present.  

When you look back with regret 
and frustration, it can cause you to 
not grow.  You grow when you focus 
on what is ahead more than fixating 
on the past.  

“Forget the former things; do not 
dwell on the past. See, I am doing a 
new thing! Now it springs up; do you 
not perceive it? I am making a way 

in the wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland.” Isaiah 43:18

This past year may have felt like 
the wilderness or even a wasteland 
to you. There may have been loss of a 
loved one or an unwelcome change 
of work. When we face hard realities, 
we can feel stuck in the past with no-
where to go and no room to grow.  

The new year will be filled with 
highs and lows. No matter what you 
face, know that God is with you. 

This year, I encourage you to con-
nect to God. Make time to pray every 
day. Make a weekly rhythm of worship-
ing Jesus with others. Remember to 
thank God for all the blessings in your 
past. Trust the future God has for you.  

Let 2020 be a year filled with many 
great pictures of you growing with 
the love of Jesus.

Alex Hershey is the pastor of The 
Branches Church in Plainfield. 
Contact him at alex.hershey@
iamthebranches.com or  
Twitter @alexhershey.

Visit our web site at  
Bassettservices.com

to see what over 10,000 customers 
like you say about our service!

317-839-5877

SERVICES, inc

HEATING & COOLING

of heating & cooling service to
our Hendricks County family!

Celebrating

41 years

Furnace not working properly?  
Call us for a tuneup today!
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Animal and nature lover Kelly Thomas spends 
time educating and rehabilitating

Compiled by Catherine Myers

Kelly Thomas loves and respects animals and 
nature. 

“My passion is animal behavior and helping 
abused and abandoned animals transform into 
the happy, healthy animal that they should be,” 

the Avon resident said. 
After working for a pharmaceutical compa-

ny for 20 years, Thomas decided to work closer 
to home and her son Sam, 24, who also lives in 
Avon. 

Thomas was hired as the naturalist at the new 
Pecar Nature Center in Avon, owns and operates 

a small exotic and farm animal pet sitting and 
boarding business and serves as vice president 
of Plainfield-based A Critter’s Chance Exotic and 
Farm Animal Rescue.

“Educating others about nature and respect for 
animals is important, and I enjoy being able to do 
that,” she said. 

What do you consider your greatest virtue? 
Empathy

What do you most deplore in others? 
Greed and materialism  

What do you like most about living in 
Hendricks County? I like the country 
roads and farms but also being very 
close to the city.

If you had to live elsewhere than in 
Hendricks County, where would it 
be? Idaho, northern Utah or Wyoming. 
The mountains are incredible, and the 
wildlife is fascinating. 

If you could begin life over, what 
would you change? I would have 
gotten involved with animals 
and nature as a profession much 
sooner.

If money were no issue, how 
would you spend it? I would 
of course financially take care 
of my family first. Then I would 
focus on the needs of nonprofit 
organizations, supplying them with 
their greatest need to continue helping 
the community.

What makes you happiest? When 
those I care about the most are happy and 
smiling.

What is your favorite vacation spot? France 

What do you do with idle time? Care for 
rescued animals on my farm.

What is it that makes you angry? People who 
hurt animals physically or mentally.

What do you do to escape from reality? I go 
outside and explore nature. 

What or who is the greatest love of your 
life? Traveling is what I love most. Exploring 
a new place is so exciting. Life is short, and 
experiencing as much as possible is my goal. My 
son, Sam is who I love most. He’s pretty awesome. 

Which living person in Hendricks County do you 
most admire? I think it would have to be Adele 

Head from Brownsburg. I admire her strength 
and commitment. She owns her own business 
(Animalsink.com) and helps her daughter 
manage Oinking Acres Farm Rescue. She has 
four  outstanding kids. She has taught each one 
of them to fight for what they believe in. She 
supports their interests 100%. She works harder 
than anyone I know, and her kids work just as 
hard. They work for what they want and don’t 

stop until they reach their goals.

What is the quality you most like in a 
man? Kindheartedness

What is the quality you most like in a 
woman? Kindheartedness

What is your greatest extravagance? 
Traveling abroad. I love to experience 

different cultures and land.

What are your fears, phobias? Roller 
coasters, I’m terrified of them. 

What has been the happiest time of 
your life? I have had many happy times. 
Visiting my son Sam in Wyoming for his 
birthday was one of my favorite times. 

Seeing him happy makes me happy.

Which talent would you most like to 
possess? Portrait painting. I would love to be 

able to capture a specific emotion of a person or 
animal in a portrait other than a photograph.

What do you most value in your friends? Supporting 
and helping each other when needed.

Which historical figure do you most 
identify with? Jane Goodall

What is your greatest regret? Not 
focusing on my own passions sooner. 
I tended to focus on what others 
were interested in instead.

What tenet do you live by? Live 
simply. Less is more. 

ICON of the Month
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FranciscanDocs.org

1001 Hadley Road • Mooresville
KENDRICK FAMILY MEDICINE — Suite 101
HEARTLAND CROSSING PEDIATRICS — Suite LL050

Schedule Today! 
(844) 376-2778

inspired by 
families

Welcoming 
new Family Medicine 
& Pediatric Patients

franciscan physician network
kendrick family medicine

GUY CROWDER, MD

BRUCE DURELL, MD

AMANDA STRAIN, FNP

ANNA CLOW, PA-C

franciscan physician network
heartland crossing pediatrics

AMANDA WALTER, MD

BRADEY KLEMAN, MD

CORIN MARSHALL, MD

KATY GRISMORE, PNP

TONYA WHITAKER, NP

We treat the whole family. Because to us, you’re so  
much more than an illness. You’re what inspires our  
team of top doctors, specialists and nurses.




