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Winning the battle against breast cancer takes more than one doctor. It takes a team 
of healthcare experts — physicians, nurses, therapists, nutritionists, social workers, 
navigators and others — all working together to deliver a seamless continuum of care. 

That’s exactly how we do things at Hendricks Regional Health Breast Center. Our team 
will attack your cancer from every angle using innovative cancer-fighting treatments — 
and we’ll provide support for your whole family, so you can focus on healing. 

We’re standing up to cancer — together. Appointments are available today; request 
your mammogram at Hendricks.org/Mammogram or call (317) 745-3404. 

Monet Bowling, MD
Breast Surgical Oncologist
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Have any news 
tips? Want to 
submit a calendar 
event? Have 
a photograph 
to share? Call 
Gretchen Becker 
at (317) 451-4088  
or email her at gretchen@
icontimes.com. Remember, our 
news deadlines are several days 
prior to print. 

Stories/News?

5252 E. Main St.,  
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088

The Hendricks County ICON 
is published by Grow Local 
Media, LLC. Content pub-
lished alongside this icon 
is sponsored by one of our 

valued advertisers. Sponsored content is 
produced or commissioned by advertis-
ers working in tandem with Grow Local 
Media, LLC sales representatives. Spon-
sored content may not reflect the views 
of The Hendricks County ICON publisher, 
editorial staff or graphic design team. 
The Hendricks County ICON is devoted 
to clearly differentiating between spon-
sored content and editorial content. 
Potential advertisers interested in spon-
sored content should call (317) 451-4088 
or email connie@icontimes.com.
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SPONSORED

Hendricks County 
ICON reaches  
a vast segment of 
our community.  
For information 
about reaching 
our readers, call 
Rick Myers at  
(317) 451-4088 or email him  
at rick@icontimes.com.

Want to Advertise?

Rick Myers  
Publisher

Brian Kelly 
Chief Executive Officer

Stephanie Dolan 
Director of Operations

Gretchen Becker 
Content Editor

Glenn Augustine Digital 
Sales Director

Zach Ross & Sarah McNeff 
Production & Design

A product of

Grow Local Media, LLC  
 ©2019  

All Rights Reserved
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April 2008

Don’t miss Hendricks County news
Don’t wait until the next issue of the Hendricks County ICON hits your mailbox 

to catch up on local happenings in your town. Make sure to visit myhcicon.com 
and follow the ICON Facebook page facebook.com/HendricksCountyICON for 

stories and photos that feature and affect you and your community.

WEBon the

Presented  
by:

COMMUNITY

New restaurant brings Thai flavor  
to downtown Brownsburg

A second restaurant opened its doors 
in downtown Brownsburg. Thai District 
Restaurant, 5724 

N. Green St., held a ribbon cutting Dec. 
9 to mark the opening of its doors. 

The Town of Brownsburg and Thai 
District Restaurant representatives held 

a ceremonial ribbon cutting before the 
restaurant opened for business.

The Arbuckle Commons site will serve 
lunch and dinner daily.
myhcicon.com/new-restaurant-brings-
thai-flavor-to-downtown-brownsburg

The Town of Brownsburg and Thai District Restaurant representatives held a ceremonial 
ribbon cutting Dec. 9 before the restaurant opened for business. (Photo by Faith Toole)

10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon
(Next to Crew Car Wash)
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 6pm  

Sat. 8am - 4pm

317-667-0211 • AutolabUSA.com

GET READY  
FOR WINTER

$12999

Coolant flush and fill,  
full-service oil change, 

rotate and balance tires, 
replace wiper blades  

and a 33-point inspection 
all for just

Excludes shop supplies disposal fee, sales tax. Most cars and 
light trucks. Up to 5qts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil. Spin off filters. With 
coupon only. Not valid with any other offers. Present coupon at 

time of purchase. Expires 12/31/19.

Christopher 
Caselden of 
Brownsburg was 
arrested and 
charged with 
armed robbery of 
Huntington Bank. 
(Photo provided by 
Brownsburg Police)

Brownsburg Police arrest armed robbery suspect
On Dec. 8 Brownsburg Police arrested 

Christopher Caselden in connection 
to an armed robbery the day before at 
Huntington Bank, 1531 N. Green St., 
Brownsburg.

Bank employees identified the suspect, 
who was a customer, a BPD release said. 
The report said he entered the bank, 
approached an employee and handed 
over a letter stating that he had a gun and 
needed a specific amount of money. The 
employee complied, and Caselden left in 
his vehicle.

Brownsburg Police confirmed that 
Caselden was the suspect. He was arrested 
at approximately 1 a.m. Dec. 8 without 

incident and transported to the Hendricks 
County Jail. He faces felony armed robbery 
charges. He is being held with no bond.

myhcicon.com/bpd-arrest-armed-
robbery-suspect
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL PAINTING

317.447.5227
WWW.FLORABROTHERSPAINTING.COM
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THE GIFT OF GIVING
COMMUNITY

April Lam leads the Angel Tree committee at St. Malachy church. The holiday project combines the congregation’s desire 
to give back with helping about 75 families in need at Christmastime. (Photos by Rick Myers)

April Lam leads the Angel Tree
program at St. Malachy 
By Stephanie Dolan

At Christmastime, people look forward to the 
gifts beneath the tree, but it’s called the Season 
of Giving for a reason. April Lam is one person 
who actively seeks out ways to give back instead 
of receiving. 

Lam and her husband Thuy moved to Browns-
burg about a year and a half ago, but they are 
not new to town. After emigrating from Vietnam 
with his family when he was 11, he graduated 
from Brownsburg High School, and for more than 
a dozen years they have been parishioners at St. 
Malachy Catholic Church. 

Giving back came naturally through the 
church’s Angel Tree ministry. This year Lam 
stepped up into a co-leader role for the holi-
day program that helps give back in Hendricks 
County.

“I think I’ll probably own it for the foreseeable 
future,” she said. “It’s outreach to needy families in 
Hendricks County. We partner with other agen-
cies, and reach out to needy families.”

About 75 families get selected, and they fill 
out a form with information on sizes of clothes, 
coats and a toy that will bring joy to each child 
on Christmas morning. They also receive a family 
gift, such as a gift card from the church, Lam said. 
Then the congregation pools their resources to 
give gifts, just as God gave them the gift of Christ.

“We collect information from families and put 
an angel on tree with a family number,” she said.  
“Then parishioners take those off the trees and go 
buy gifts.”

With Lam leading the ministry, St. Malachy 
leaders know the program is in good hands. 

“Her philanthropic spirit baffles me sometimes 
with what she’s able to accomplish,” said Jenny 
Zeunik, St. Malachy communications and commu-
nity development staff member.

“When I had to give up the Angel Tree, I knew 
exactly who I wanted to ask to take it over,” she 
said. “She’s always the first one to raise her hand 
and say I’ll do it. No problem. She always does a 
wonderful job, and she puts her own spin on it. 
It’s great to see what a ministry can be when she’s 
in charge.”

In December Lam’s committee sorts and dis-
perses gifts across Hendricks County, the final 
step in the months-long process. 

“We have a lot of volunteers come and help 

out,” she said. “Even if you only have 75 individu-
als and families, each child gets four items. We 
started this back in October.”

April and Thuy enjoy serving and giving back 
in this way and use it as a way to encourage their 
children and others to give back of their time and 
resources instead of receive.

“It sets a good example for our kids,” she said. 
“It’s important this time of year. Our kids help us 
pick out gifts for angels. They help with sorting 
and wrapping. We encourage not only our own 
children but other volunteers to get their kids in-
volved. I think it’s neat to see the families come in 
and look at the angels and pick an item for a child 
they want to go buy.”

While much of Lam’s focus is currently on 
Christmas giving, she works all year long to give 
back to people in her community.

She has a heart for foster children because her 
6-year-old daughter was a birth child whom she 
and her husband adopted. 

“I would say it was a little crazy for sure,” Lam 
said about the adoption process. “There were 
a lot of ups and downs, not knowing if she was 
going back to her foster family. She had a lot of 
trauma and things we’ve worked through.”

After not being able to have children after their 
first was born, Lam and her husband weren’t con-
sidering becoming foster parents until friends 
made the unexpected suggestion. 

“We hadn’t considered it,” she said. “We looked 
into training with the Children’s Bureau. Once we 
went through, my husband and I knew we re-
ally needed to do this. We felt we could provide 
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the stability needed for a child to 
thrive.”

Now, Lam does a lot of work 
through the bureau. 

“I work for Anthem, and I orga-
nize the annual Christmas Drive, 
the Hope for the Holidays Drive 
sponsored by the Children’s Bu-
reau,” she said. 

Outside of the drive, the Lams 
donated Thuy’s vehicle. The Lams 
reached out to the bureau to see 
if anyone needed a car. They are 
also doing a personal winter items 
collection for the Older Youth Ser-
vices program that supports kids 
aging out of the foster care system.

“These kids can apply to be sup-
ported by Children’s Bureau for a 
longer amount of time,” Lam said. 
“The service is part of being that 
support system, being that help-
ing hand for them.”

For the car, the bureau 

suggested someone who’s aging 
out of foster care. 

“She goes to work at 5 a.m. ev-
ery day,” Lam said. “She works all 
day. She goes to school at night. 
Can you imagine doing that all on 
your own? We were happy to give 
her our car. It was a good feeling 
to know that we could impact her 
life that way.”

That is quite a Christmas pres-
ent. And that is the kind of heart 
that Lam has for her community, 
especially at Christmastime.

The Angel Tree brings joy to 
Christmas for people who might 
be struggling. “They just feel like 
there’s a community of care be-
hind them,” she said. “These people 
are not often associated with the 
parish, but they know that there 
are people out there who want 
to provide joy for them and their 
families. The biggest draw for me is 
that we’re making an impact in the 
community.”

Getting to know April Lam
1. What is your favorite TV 

show?  
“The Office”

2. What’s is your favorite movie? 
“Fried Green Tomatoes”

3. What have you most recently 
read?  
I’ve most recently read the first 
five books in the Karen Kings-
bury series. She’s a Christian 
author.

4. What do you do to relax? 
Craft. I have a crafting business 
on the side that I do when the 
kids go to bed called A3.

5. Who or what inspires you? 
I draw a lot of my inspiration 
from a person, Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta. I love her selfless 
spirit, and she always had faith 
that everything would work out 
for the best.

COMMUNITY

Each family in the Angel Tree program receives four gifts from families at St. Malachy. 
(Photo by Rick Myers)

Visit our web site at Bassettservices.com
to see what 7,000 customers like you say about our service!

BEST REBATES OF THE YEAR
We can exchange your current model with a new 

American Standard Heating & Air Conditioning High 
Efficiency system. Now is the best time to exchange your 

out-of-date model for a new, super high efficiency system, 
and do it all with 36 months* financing. 

ACT NOW BEFORE THESE REBATES 
AND INCENTIVES EXPIRE!

NOW FEATURING SPRING PROMOTION
Utility Rebates up to ………..$1,000

Energy Savings up to  …….$900
10 Year Parts Warranty value up to**…..$799 
Total Savings & Discounts up to ………..$2,699

See details below. Offer expires December 31, 2019. Not valid on prior 
installations. Restrictions apply. *with approved credit **On qualified systems.

WHAT NEXT?
Give Joy a call at 317-451-5810 and she will schedule an appointment at 
your convenience to give you exact figures on how much you can save. 
Many of our customers have thanked us for taking the time to review 

their utility savings options and they have turned their savings into more 
exciting purchases like vacations, computers, even shopping sprees...

THE BEST NEWS YET!
Your savings may pay for your new system. Our new American Standard 
High Efficiency systems are guaranteed to put the “green” back in your 
pocket with their super high efficiency energy savings functionality... 

and we’ll guarantee that in writing! And if you prefer to make monthly 
payments we have low interest rate loans available through our bank.

SAVINGS & DISCOUNTS 
UP TO $2,699

SERVICES, inc

HEATING & COOLING
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WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, A CLEAN AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE. 
COME AND ENJOY THE GREEK EXPERIENCE!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
  welcome you…

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 

Expires 1/15/20

HOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

CARRYOUT  
AVAILABLE!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 1/15/20

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. 

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262

East 
11915 Pendleton Pike, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 723-3517

North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993

South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

DENTISTRY FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

Enjoy the 
Convenience of 
Having All Your 
Family Dental  

Needs in  
One Office!

BROWNSBURG
321 E. Northfield Drive #300

317-852-3176
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm & 2pm-5pm

Now Offering Friday Hours Once a Month

SwartoutDental.com

COSMETIC DENTISTRY • WHITENING • BONDING
PORCELAIN CROWNS/VENEERS • TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

FREE 
Cosmetic Consult

Learn how your smile can be improved  
at no charge! Offer expires 12/31/19

New Patient  
Welcome Special!

$49 
Includes: Exam, X-Rays,  

Teeth Cleaning
Not valid with insurance or government funded 

dental insurance programs. One coupon per family. 
Not valid with any other offers or discounts.  

Offer expires 12/31/19

Neighbors oppose new 
housing development 

Compiled by Melissa Gibson

The Avon Town Council met Dec. 5 for a regular meeting at the Avon Town 
Hall, 6570 E. U.S. 36. The next meeting is 7 p.m. Dec. 19. 

WHAT HAPPENED: More than half a dozen neighbors and community 
members spoke concerning the pending Brookstone development and 
its proposed planned unit development (PUD). 

WHAT IT MEANS: The Brookstone PUD recently passed the Avon Plan Commis-
sion with a favorable recommendation to the council. The proposed develop-
ment at the south side of County Road 100 North between Ronald Reagan Park-
way and County Road 900 East, includes 195 single family homes on 75 acres. 
Nathan Martin lives near the property site and called the plan “catastrophic,” 
asking the council to consider “lower density with higher quality.” The council 
also listened to a presentation by Pulte Homes representatives. A final decision 
will be made Dec. 19.  

WHAT HAPPENED: The council issued proclamations for two 2019 
retirees and recognized an Avon School Corporation program.

WHAT HAPPENED: During the public speaking portion of the evening, 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution (NSDAR) 
representative Rhonda Beck discussed the most recent fundraiser 
for the group, banners posted on light poles in each town across the 
county. 

WHAT HAPPENED: Several ordinances were approved pertaining to 
town staff and human resources as well as redevelopment authority. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The council thanked Judge Maureen Owen and town em-
ployee Terry Sellmer, issuing proclamations for their 2019 retirements. It also 
recognized the Avon Marching Black and Gold for another successful season. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Beck has Danville, Brownsburg and Plainfield on board and 
will begin advertising banners in December. Banners will be posted May 2020-
May 2021 with council’s approval. 

WHAT IT MEANS: The 2020 salary and holiday budgets were approved. 

173 S. CR 525 E, Avon, IN 46123 | 317-742-2872
www.sheshedsmancavesplus.com

SheSheds and ManCaves PLUS

COME SEE UP TO 40 DISPLAY UNITS!
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FranciscanDocs.org

1001 Hadley Road • Mooresville
KENDRICK FAMILY MEDICINE — Suite 101
HEARTLAND CROSSING PEDIATRICS — Suite LL050

Schedule Today! 
(844) 376-2778 FPN-APPT

inspired by 
families new patients 

welcome
franciscan physician network
heartland crossing pediatrics

AMANDA WALTER, MD

BRADEY KLEMAN, MD

CORIN MARSHALL, MD

KATY GRISMORE, PNP

TONYA WHITAKER, NP

franciscan physician network
kendrick family medicine

GUY CROWDER, MD

BRUCE DURELL, MD

AMANDA STRAIN, FNP

ANNA CLOW, PA-C

We treat the whole family. Because to us, you’re so  
much more than an illness. You’re what inspires our  
team of top doctors, specialists and nurses.
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Brownsburg council 
approves 2020 schedules

Compiled by Gus Pearcy

The Brownsburg Town Council 
met Nov. 21 for a regular meeting at 
Brownsburg Town Hall. All members 
were present. The council meets at 7 

p.m. the second and fourth Thursdays 
each month, except in November and 
December, 61 N. Green St., Browns-
burg. The council will meet at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 19.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council heard the Plan Commission report.

WHAT HAPPENED:  The Unified Development Ordinance Committee is 
considering a new residential classification.

WHAT HAPPENED: During the report from the park board, assistant 
director Jonathan Blake said the board submitted a grant for trail 
funding.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a rezoning ordinance on first 
reading.

WHAT HAPPENED: The council approved a resolution declaring surplus 
property.

WHAT IT MEANS: Senior planner Joe 
James reported about the commis-
sion’s October meeting. One of two 
cases brought before the commis-
sion was a development plan from 
Brownsburg Community School 
Corporation for improvements on 
the transportation facility on Airport 

Road. The plan begins with demoli-
tion of the two existing buildings to 
make way for a new, 45,000-square-
foot structure. The development 
will also include more parking for 
additional buses. The commission 
approved the plans with eight condi-
tions that James did not explain.

WHAT IT MEANS: The committee is considering an R4 designation that would 
allow for smaller lots for homes. Council member Chris Worley commented that 
the designation under consideration mirrors the types of developments being 
brought before the commission, and this R4 would address conditions for the 
proposed smaller lot sizes.

WHAT IT MEANS: Brownsburg Parks Department has submitted a second 
grant proposal to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources for the Next 
Level Trails program. The grant asks for $1 million to build the White Lick Trail.

WHAT IT MEANS: This ordinance is rezoning a parcel of land behind the State 
Bank of Lizton from low intensity industrial to neighborhood commercial zon-
ing for the construction of a new parking lot for employees and customers. 
James said a portion of the land is zoned industrial because of the storage busi-
ness next door. 

WHAT IT MEANS: Fiscal government bodies are usually responsible for declar-
ing inventoried property as surplus before it can be sold or disposed. Clerk-
treasurer Ann Hathaway said items range from a broken snow cone machine 
to a safe with no door. The wastewater department has a side arm mower that 
is considered too dangerous, and the department wants to sell it. Playground 
equipment no longer needed is being donated to St. Nicholas Serbian Ortho-
dox Church in Indianapolis. The equipment was replaced by the Whoville Little 
Tykes playground.

Your Local Dealer Since 1972

AVON LOCATION

www.TomRoushAvon.com
317-991-4799
Multi Point Inspection
Guaranteed Auto Financing

Warranties Available

GREAT CARS
LOW PRICES

2018 GMC SIERRA 
1500

Stk.#P13722, 20,922 miles

$19,358

2019  NISSAN
FRONTIER SV

Stk.#P14068, 24,376 miles

$22,730

2013 BUICK 
ENCORE PREM

Stk.#L19351B, 97,052 miles

$12,695

2016 CHEVROLET 
MALIBU 1LT

Stk.#P13875, 34,046 miles

$13,990

2018 FORD 
MUSTANG ECOB
Stk.#P13906, 33,775 miles

$21,558

2015 FORD
ESCAPE SE AW
Stk.#P13916, 70,271 miles

$13,994

2013 CHEVROLET 
TAHOE LTZ

Stk.#L19757B, 103,978 miles

$21,987

2014 CHEVROLET 
TRAVERSE LTZ

Stk.#T19060A, 92,655 miles

$16,943

2019  NISSAN
FRONTIER SV

Stk.#P14069, 15,392 miles

$24,619
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At Hoosier Village, we know that the right 
environment can enrich the lives of people with 

memory loss. That’s why we are proud to offer 
Hickory Hall, our memory care center designed 

specifically for residents with Alzheimer’s disease 
and other memory challenges.  

 
As the premier retirement community in the 

region, our dedicated staff utilizes the most 
up-to-date knowledge, training and research 

available to nurture the mind, body and spirit. 

Call today to arrange a tour.

www.hoosiervillage.com

9875 Cherryleaf Drive  • Indianapolis, IN 46268  • 1-800-567-8517

Enhancing the Quality of Life  
for Individuals with Memory Loss

ENRICHING THE MIND AND SPIRIT IN A NEIGHBORHOOD SETTING.
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ICONICbriefs

COMMUNITY

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds 

and Conference Complex 
is designed to meet any 
of your social meeting 

needs:  banquets, meetings, 
seminars or wedding events 
- we can do it all! Our friendly 
and knowledgable staff are 
ready to make your event 

worry-free and memorable! 

SPECIAL FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  

and boardrooms
•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstation kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. multi-purpose 

auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with  

overhead door
•  High ceilings
•  Epoxy covered flooring
•  ADA accessibility

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2019 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-31-19.

Foundation finances startup of Hendricks 
County opioid treatment program 

Hamilton Center Foundation 
will distribute $600,000 for the 
start-up of two new opioid treat-
ment programs in Hendricks and 
Knox counties in the first quarter 
of 2020.

This will expand the service of 
WIN Recovery, currently operating 

in Vigo County since May 2018. 
WIN Recovery will offer medi-

cation-assisted treatment and be-
havioral health services. Individual 
and group therapy and case man-
agement services will be included.

The Hendricks County location 
has not been finalized.

Sheriff’s offices investigates 
 home invasion death

By Lindsay Doty

Loved ones celebrated the life Dr. 
Dean Maar Dec. 3. The 61-year-old 
orthopedic surgeon was 
shot and killed during a 
home invasion at his house 
near Brownsburg Nov. 27. As 
loved ones mourn the sud-
den loss, detectives are work-
ing to find suspects.

“Investigators believe 
there was more than one 
suspect involved in the 
home invasion which left Dr. 
Maar dead,” said captain Amanda Go-
ings with the Hendricks County Sher-
iff’s Office.

“The focus of our investigation is to 
evaluate all of the evidence that was 
recovered from the scene and bring 
Dr. Maar’s killers to justice.”

Investigators with the Hendricks 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to 
a burglary report at 6:15 p.m. Nov. 27 
at Maar’s home in the 5000 block of 
North CR 1000 East.

According to police, Maar was dead 
when officers arrived. It also appeared 
a small fire had been intentionally set 
inside the home but was put out by 
first responders. 

There are no suspects in custody.
Maar’s obituary said he was prepar-

ing to host a large Thanksgiving din-
ner when he was a victim of a home 
invasion. He died defending his wife 
who was home at the time.

“He confronted the armed attackers 
and sacrificed his life to save the love 
of his life,” the obituary said.

He leaves behind a wife and three 

daughters. The surgeon, father and 
husband loved to be outdoors with 
his family.

At OrthoIndy he specialized in knee 
replacements.

Friends, family, and co-
workers, and former patients 
have been sharing their 
thoughts and prayers online.

“I worked with Dr. Maar in 
core 2 for 5 years. I remem-
ber him fondly as a dedicat-
ed surgeon and loving man. 
He had an easy laugh…lik-

able in every way. A wonderful 
teacher and modest about his skill set. 
He is a great loss to the community,” 
wrote Yasmin Kapadia.

“I had a head-on collision back in 
1995 and thank God there was a doc-
tor there who saved my leg,” said Rich-
ard Buzbee.

Dr. Tim Dicke, president and CEO of 
OrthoIndy, issued this statement:

“Dr. Dean Maar has been a cor-
nerstone of OrthoIndy as a previ-
ous board member and former vice 
president and was instrumental to 
the development of our renowned 
trauma program. He will be remem-
bered for his integrity in all aspects of 
his patient care and contributions to 
the practice.”

Maar was a graduate of DePauw 
University and Indiana University 
School of Medicine.

Detectives are asking anyone with 
information about this case to contact 
the Hendricks County Sheriff’s Office, 
(317) 745-9354 and reference case 
number 19-9241.

Dr. Dean Marr
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Aches,
Colds,
Broken bones,
Allergies,
Cuts, 
Painful groans,
Stitches,
X-rays, 
Flus and sprains
And many other everyday pains.
When you need the highest quality of care, 
IU Health Urgent Care is there.

NOW OPEN in Avon

Now that Indiana University Health Urgent Care is open in Avon, it’s easier than ever to 
access highly skilled urgent care. Visit us for treatment from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on weekdays 
and from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. during weekends. No unexpected bills or long waits.  
Just conveniently close, with lower rates.

To find our new Avon location, check current wait times,  
or Save Your Spot in line, visit IUHealth.org/UrgentCare  
10853 E US Hwy 36, Avon, IN 46123 by Starbucks in front of Meijer

IUH_URG_13546_AvonUrgentCareCreative_AD_04419_8.4375x9.625_r1.indd   1 12/3/19   1:11 PM
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Brownsburg Teacher of the Month
2019-2020

Hey, Brownsburg students! If you 
attend Brownsburg Community 

Schools, Bethesda Christian 
Schools or St. Malachy School, 

we want to know who has the 
coolest teacher! Send your 

name, address and telephone 
number along with a 100-word 
summary of why your teacher 

should be honored as the 
Swartout Dental/Hendricks 
County  ICON’s Brownsburg  

Teacher of the Month to  
teacher@myhcicon.com.  

The deadline for nominations 
for January Teacher of the 

Month are due December 31st.  
The winning student and 
teacher will both receive 

Chicago’s Pizza gift cards. 
Please take time to nominate  

a deserving teacher from  
your school.

Swartout Dental is the official 
ICON Brownsburg Teacher of 

the Month sponsor.
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ICONICbriefs
Community foundation completes  

needs assessment
The Hendricks County Commu-

nity Foundation will present the 
results of their 2019 Community 
Needs Assessment. 

This assessment is the result of 
58 one-on-one meetings with com-
munity leaders, nearly 100 people 
in seven focus groups and an online 
survey that reached 3,100 people 

across Hendricks County.
The results will be shared in 

three identical 2-hour sessions 
on Dec. 18 at 8 a.m., 12 p.m. and 
4 p.m. Attendees will learn how 
to become part of the next steps 
with the foundation to address the 
county’s biggest challenges. Regis-
tration via Eventbrite is requested.

Sycamore Rehabilitation Services  
in final round of grant recipients

Sycamore Rehabilitation Servic-
es Hendricks County Arc is among 
the recipients in contention for 
a United Way of Central Indiana 
grant from the Basic Needs Fund 
for the 2019-20 fiscal year. 

The fund is one of three new 
United Way initiatives that address 
poverty with targeted outcomes 
in housing, food, health and trans-
portation.
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Champions of Philanthropy
hendricks county’s

presents

CHAMPION CHEVROLET OF AVON 
183 S County Rd 525 East, Avon IN 46123 | 317-210-8041 | chevyofavon.com

Dori Brauman Moore loves her job and her family. She 
looks forward to spending the holidays with her children and 
grandchildren.

Moore, of Brownsburg, was an RN before deciding to 
pursue a law degree at age 46.

“My parents were aging, and I decided to go to law school 
as I could see that there were a lot of seniors like them who 
needed assistance,” she said.  

Moore’s elder law practice reflects her passion for working 
with seniors, as does the time she dedicates to being 
secretary of the board for Hendricks Senior Services.

“I’ve been on the board I think for about nine years now,” 
she said. “I’ve been on the Hendricks County Community Foundation board as well as 
the Hendricks Regional Health Foundation board, but because of the type of work I do, 
(Hendricks Senior Services) is probably my favorite board to serve on. I like to donate to 
healthcare (causes), children and seniors.”

Moore’s practice focuses on estate planning, asset protection planning, Medicaid planning 
and VA planning.

“The focus of my practice is what we do at the senior center,” she said. “I truly believe that if 
a senior person loses all their money, they soon lose their dignity and then their life.”

Moore’s passion fuels practice and philanthropy Who is  
Dori Brauman Moore
Family: Married to Daniel. 5 children, 13 
grandchildren and an almost great-grandchild.

Pets: Bichon poodle named Rusty

Occupation: Elder law attorney

What are you current reading? If I read 
anything it’s something like devotional type 
things or financial things or law things. I read 
more nonfiction. 

What is your favorite TV show? I like no brain 
TV shows like Dancing with the Stars or The 
Bachelor.

What is your favorite movie? Pretty Woman
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Friends gather to honor classmate’s memory

Brownsburg classmates of Matthew Coleman decorated his desk last year when he died 
unexpectedly. (Photo provided)

By Gus Pearcy

Matthew Cole-
man was every-
one’s friend.

“We had no 
idea that he had 
so many friends,” 
Matt’s father, 
Kevin said. “He had 
helped all of his 
friends out.”

The 17-year-old Brownsburg 
student suffered a ruptured cere-
bral aneurysm last December and 
passed away. No one was aware of 
the condition, and it shocked his 
classmates and friends. Friends are 
holding a car show in his honor 
8-11:30 a.m. Dec 14 at Mowery 
Heating and Cooling, 710 E. Main 
St., Brownsburg.

The event is not only to re-
member Matthew as a beloved 
classmate, friend, brother and son, 
but to raise funds for donations to 
area food pantries, organizers said. 
Those who come can either buy a 
shirt or bring a food donation.

Matt was a car guy who loved car 

meets, Kevin Coleman said. He drove 
a supercharged Pontiac Grand Am 
and showed it off every chance he 
could get. He had a job at Bill Estes 
Chrysler as a lot attendant.

“He loved that job because he 
got to drive the cool fast cars,” his 
mom Kathy Coleman said.

Matt’s legacy was his kindness 
to everyone. He would say hi to 
everyone.

“There were no strangers,” Kevin 
said of his son. “Just friends he 
hadn’t met yet.”

Madison Ferrin was Matt’s class-
mate of Matt good friend.

“He was one of the best people I 
ever met,” she said. “He was so nice 
to everyone.”

She took a look at her attitude 
and is working on being kinder to 
everyone because of Matt.

To deal with the sudden loss, 
Matt’s friends made a memorial 
out of his desk in one of his classes. 
They attached decoupage photos

Matt’s organs were donated, in-
cluding his kidneys, corneas, lungs, 
liver and heart.

Matthew 
Coleman
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INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • REHABILITATION
LONG TERM CARE • MEMORY SUPPORT

Call us at 317-838-7070  
to schedule a tour.
 www.CumberlandTrace.us

F A M I LY - F I R S T  S E N I O R  L I V I N G  F R O M  C A R D O N

that never goes  that never goes  
              out of style.               out of style. 

Senior LivingICONICbriefs
Pittsboro Police celebrate  

Patterson’s retirement

After 17 years of service Pittsboro Police chief Christi Patterson retired. Her service that 
included 30 years at Hendricks County agencies was celebrated Dec. 7 at a retirement 
party. Patterson (third from left) posed for this picture with officer Jon Staton (left), 
current chief Scott King and IU Bloomington Police chief Jill Lees of Plainfield.  
(Photo by Faith Toole)

804 E Main St. • Brownsburg

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 12/27/19.

Ce
le

br
at

ing

 45 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

Football players earn postseason 
recognition 

Avon junior offensive tackle Blake 
Fisher and senior defensive tackle 
Nathaniel James were named to 
Indiana Football Coaches Associa-
tion Top 50 team. Fisher has com-
mitted to Notre Dame and James to 
Washington State. Brevon Gude was 
named to the IFCA Class 6A Senior 
All-State team.

Senior linebacker Brody Gude, 
a 2016 Avon graduate, has been 
named DePauw University’s 

Defensive Player of the Year.
Brownsburg junior receiver Pres-

ton Terrell was named to IFCA Top 
50 team. Bulldogs running back 
Dono van Marcus, defensive line-
man Dane Middlebrook and defen-
sive back Isaiah Higgins were named 
to 6A Senior All-State team.

Named to the 6A Junior All-State 
team from Brownsburg were offen-
sive lineman Pete Nygra and quar-
terback Ben Easters.

Holiday event brings warmth to North Salem
Experience the hometown 

warmth of North Salem’s holiday 
spirit, get gift giving ideas, refresh-
ments and beautiful holiday décor 
along Pearl Street while Christ-
mas music fills the air. Stop in the 
Breakfast with Santa & Bake Sale 
from 8-10 a.m. at North Salem 
United Methodist Church. Santa 

arrives by fire truck at 9 a.m.
Enter the merchants drawing 

after visiting participating busi-
nesses.

The North Salem Elementary 
School ornament decoration con-
test will be on display at Garden 
Gate Gift & Flower Shop.
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Passing the torch: Danville chamber names new leader
By Lindsay Doty

Whether she’s cheering on the Warriors on 
the high school football field or buzzing on so-
cial media about a new small business coming 
to town, Kelly DiBenedetto can’t get enough of 
Danville.

“I just love all Danville has to offer,” said 
DiBenedetto, who grew up in Brownsburg but 
moved to Danville 14 years ago with her hus-
band and their two kids.

She will apply that enthusiasm to her new po-
sition as the Greater Danville Chamber of Com-
merce executive director. The role includes over-
seeing chamber operations, boosting business 
for the town and working on fundraising efforts 
for the group.

“I want to highlight all the wonderful things 
about Danville and how it is a great place to not 
only live but also to work and bring your busi-
ness,” she said. 

DiBenedetto comes to the chamber with a 
business background as the marketing direc-
tor at Link Federal Credit Union in Indianapolis, 
along with extensive charity work.

She’s the founder and president of Katie’s 
Hear to Help Foundation, a nonprofit that helps 
children who are hearing impaired get the re-
sources they need. She and her husband started 
the foundation in 2008 after seeing their then 

4-year-old daughter Katie (who was born with 
hearing loss) get another set of hearing aids.

“I was standing there writing the check think-
ing, ‘What if I couldn’t write this check?’” she said.

Over the last decade, the foundation has as-
sisted nearly 500 kids and helped create legisla-
tion for a state-funded plan to purchase hearing 
aids for Hoosier children. 

The Hendricks County native plans to continue 
her work with the foundation but step away from 
her credit union career to take on the chamber 
leadership full time. 

“I wanted a job that met both of my worlds, my 
nonprofit world and my business world,” she said.

Starting in December, she will officially take 
the reins from Marcia Lynch, who’s retiring as ex-
ecutive director after nine years.

“I am at the point where I want to enjoy my 
family, hobbies and travel. My husband retired 18 
years ago and it’s now my turn,” said Lynch.

During Lynch’s leadership, she helped bring 
the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra back to 
Danville, grew membership and boosted the lo-
cal farmers market.

Lynch is happy to pass the torch to someone 
who also is passionate about the town she loves. 

“She has been very supportive. She has said 
this is the way I did it but I’m excited to see you 
make it your own,” said DiBenedetto.

Kelly DiBenedetto was named the incoming Danville Chamber of 
Commerce executive director. She will replace the retiring Marcia 
Lynch who served in the position for nine years. (Photo by Faith 
Toole)

And the survey says...
The Hendricks County Community Foundation undertook a community needs assessment to: 

• help identify and prioritize needs in Hendricks County;
• unite institutions and resources from throughout our community; and,
• create solutions that produce significant, widely shared  

and lasting results.
 
Now we are excited to share the results!

Join us for the Community Needs Reveal: December 17th

This reveal is the result of 58 one-on-one meetings with community leaders, nearly 
100 individuals in over 7 focus groups, and an online survey reaching over 
3,000 individuals from across Hendricks County.

Please join us for one of three, identical sessions (8-10am; Noon-2pm and 4-6pm) 
at the Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds & Conference Complex to hear the results 
of the assessment and learn how you can partner with the Community Foundation in 
the next steps to address the county’s biggest challenges.  
There will be time for questions as well.
 
RSVP by visiting hendrickscountycf.org, calling 317.268.6240, or emailing info@hendrickscountycf.org.

Save
Your
 Place

6319 E. US Hwy 36, Suite 211 | Avon, Indiana 46123
317.268.6240 | www.hendrickscountycf.org
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Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2019-2020 school year.

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Grant Name:
Pro Video at  
Brownsburg High School

Amount:
$2,700.00

Equipped with new, industry-standard 
production cameras, the students in BHS-TV 
at Brownsburg High School are increasing 
their knowledge of video education. This 
grant enabled the purchase of two more 
cameras that will be utilized by many 
students for years to come. Not only do the 
students in Mr. Good’s class benefit from 
learning to use these advanced pieces of 
equipment, but many other classes, schools 
and organizations in the Brownsburg 
Community Schools are served by the 
video-production skills of the students in 
Mr. Good’s classes.

Just a part of the $130,000 in  
grants that BEF awarded for the  

2019-2020 school year!

Thanks to the support of BEF, Brownsburg 
High School TV has become one of the 
best high school broadcasting programs 
in the State of Indiana, winning “Best Live 
Broadcast” each of the past three years.  
The BEF has allowed BHS-TV to purchase 
and upgrade equipment which has allowed 
students to produce high-quality content 
that is very professional.  Previous students 
who have benefitted from the BEF have said 
that they feel they have a distinct upper 
hand over students from other schools, 
because of what they learned in BHS-TV and 
the professional equipment they had the 
opportunity to use.Adam Good

Sponsored in part by
Falcone Automotive

ICONICbriefs
Brownsburg resident selected for  

Lugar Excellence in Public Service Series
Dana Carter of Brownsburg has 

been selected for participation 
in the 30th class of the Richard G. 
Lugar Excellence in Public Service 
Series. She joins women from across 
Indiana who are already influential 
leaders in their communities.

It is a not-for-profit women’s 
leadership development program 

designed to increase the prepa-
ration, influence and number of 
Republican women in local, state 
and national elective and appoint-
ive offices.

This class will train over the 
course of the next year. In its his-
tory, the Lugar Series has trained 
529 women.

Symphony to perform Christmas concert
The Hendricks Symphony Or-

chestra will perform its annual hol-
iday concert, featuring two parts, 
Holy Day and Holiday. 

The two shows are at 7 p.m. Dec. 
13 and 3 p.m. Dec. 15 at Calvary 
United Methodist Church, 575 W. 
Northfield Drive, Brownsburg. 

Cost: $18 adult, $15 senior (age 
65+), $7 with student ID.  Pre-
schoolers free. Discounted tickets 
available throughout Hendricks 
County.

Purchase advance tickets or find 
a list of venues that sell discounted 
tickets at HendricksSymphony.org.
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We love our Hendricks County 
communities. If you have 

something you believe we should 
know about, please send to 

editorial@icontimes.com.  

editorial@icontimes.com

Our  

ICONic  

community
community

Avon couple sings their way through the holiday season

Old Bob’s in Avon closing after four decades 

Woodworking hobby turns into small 
business; Brownsburg couple gives 

back for the holidays
By Lindsay Doty

On a weeknight, long after the kids are in 
bed, Brian and Brittani Schmidt plug away 
at their latest woodworking project inside a 
small basement workshop at their Browns-
burg home.

He cuts and carves. She paints and finishes.
“I like the process of building and creating 

something,” said Brian Schmidt, an accoun-
tant who started woodworking as a hobby. 
“It’s constant problem solving. I find it grati-
fying to see what can start as a rough bit of 
lumber and turn it into something finished 
and special.”

DIY-ers by nature (both of their fathers 
have engineering and building skills), the 

30-something parents started 
handcrafting furniture and 
decor after renovating their 
own home four years ago.

Soon, they were doing cus-
tom woodworking projects 
for neighbors — everything 
from living room built-ins 
and mud rooms to wooden 
chalkboard signs and hairpin 
coffee tables.

“To go from a piece of 
wood to a gorgeous built-
in for someone’s home and 
to bring them joy and to say 
I helped, it is exciting,” said 
Brittani.

To take their hobby to 
the next level, last year the 
Schmidts launched BSquared 
Builders, a small business 
they run using social media. 
The projects have gotten a 
positive response from fami-
lies looking for custom up-
dates or decor. 

“I like the relationship side 
of it, getting to know people. 
We are Christians, and the 
more people we get to know, 
I view it as an opportunity to 
open doors to evangelize,” 
Brian Schmidt said.

During the holidays, the 
couple has been creating 
woodworking projects and 
donating part of the sales to 
a charity.

Last year, they sold dozens 
of rustic wooden Christmas 
trees and donated $930 of 
the profits to Holy Family 

Shelter, a program of Catholic Charities India-
napolis that provides shelter for the home-
less. 

This month, BSquared Builders is cranking 
out 45 wooden cutting/charcuterie boards 
made out of walnut, maple and purpleheart. 
They’re selling them online for $45, with a 
portion of this year’s profits going back to 
Wheeler Mission in Indianapolis.

“We’ve been blessed in so many differ-
ent ways, and this one thing we can do and 
we have a passion for and then use that for 
good,” said Brian, who is getting to know his 
Dewalt table saw very well.  

The couple balances their woodworking 
with raising their three kids, Bryson, Bennett, 
and Baylee. (Yes, they all have “B” names.) 
Every project has been a learning experience 
and not all HGTV perfection. 

“Constantly lugging a sawdust bag up the 
stairs is probably not the sexiest side of  
BSquared Builders,” he said with a laugh. 

They’re thankful for the support of the 
Brownsburg community and hope to keep on 
crafting with care.

“It just takes patience,” said Brittani 
Schmidt. “You learn how to work with your 
spouse in a different way. I think we make a 
good team.”

To learn more about upcoming projects 
and how to order a custom wood build, fol-
low BSquared Builders at  #bsqauredbuilders 
on Instagram and Facebook.

COMMUNITY

The number of Avon High School 
teachers who have won the Indiana 
Advanced Placement-Teacher Invest-
ment Program (AP-TIP) award. 

AHS statistics teacher Amanda Lea-
hy was named Indiana’s AP-TIP Math 
Teacher of the Year. AHS teacher Suzy 

Lebo was a finalist.
The AP-TIP program, sponsored by Notre Dame 

University’s Center for STEM Education, annually pro-
vides professional development to Indiana teachers. 
The goal is to increase the number of students who 
earn of qualifying AP scores of 3 and above when test-
ing for college credit each spring.

RomanNumerals

Amanda Leahy (left) was named Indiana’s Advanced 
Placement-Teacher Investment Program Math Teacher of the 
Year, and teacher Suzy Lebo was a finalist for the STEM award. 
(Photo provided by Avon Community School Corporation)

33

Brian and Brittani Schmidt of BSquared Builders work 
together to make custom wood charcuterie/cutting 
boards for holiday gifts. They plan to donate part of 
the proceeds to help the homeless through Wheeler 
Mission in Indianapolis. (Photo by Lindsay Doty)

Brett and Debra Habing, Avon, both sing in the Indianapolis 
Symphonic Choir. The group has three Christmas 
performances left this season. (Photo provided by the Habings)

Old Bob’s garden store will close its doors before Christmas. The owner Josh Williams plans 
a new path for his career after taking over ownership from his father years ago. (Photos by 
Lindsay Doty)
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Brownsburg 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

director resigns

Avon couple sings their way through the holiday season

Old Bob’s in Avon closing after four decades 

By Lindsay Doty

Brownsburg Chamber of Com-
merce executive director Mike Ar-
nould plans 
to start a new 
chapter in 
his life in the 
Windy City.

The chamber 
leader resigned 
this month and 
is moving to 
Chicago with 
his wife who 
took a new 
position with a 
pharmaceutical company.

Arnould has served as the director 
since 2014 and has lived in Browns-
burg since 1994 where he and his wife 
raised their two children. 

“As sad as I am to leave the cham-
ber,” he said. “I’m even sadder to leave 
Brownsburg.”

As executive director, he helped 
double membership to more than 240 
members and grow town events like 
the Festival of Arts.

“We’ve been able to grow the festi-
val and get new people to come that 
have never attended before,” he said.

Arnould ran his own manufactur-
ing agency for two decades and came 
to the position with an inside track on 
small business ownership.

“When you open your own busi-
ness, you use every cent to open the 
doors,” he said. “Then when the doors 
are open, you don’t have the money 
to market it.”

To make opening a business easier, 
Arnould helped create a package for 
new small business owners coming 
to Brownsburg that included a ribbon 
cutting, a free website banner and a 
promotional newsletter.

“The chamber is the voice for busi-
nesses in Brownsburg, so we want 
to help promote those businesses to 
network with each other and get the 
word out,” he said.

Chamber leaders hope to have a 
new executive director in place by 
2020. 

Photo provided by the Brownsburg 
Chamber of Commerce

By Lindsay Doty

After more than four decades in busi-
ness, outside of Old Bob’s store in Avon 
shoppers will find a large “Closing Sale” 
sign in large red letters.

The shop, located at a prime spot off 
U.S. 36 and Raceway Road, has been a 
hometown garden and home store since 
1975, selling a mix of garden supplies, 
bird seed, grills, outdoor items, colorful 
beach chairs and wallpaper.

Old Bob’s owner (who’s actually a 
50-something named Josh) decided it 
was time to step away. He took over the 
store from his dad and said he’s ready to 
do something else.

“It’s evolved over the years. Some him, some me. It’s just time.” 
said owner Josh Williams.

Old Bob’s was named after the Northern Bobwhite bird and 
its popular bird seed mix. 

Over the years, Williams said he’s had good moments, but be-
ing a local business owner has taken a toll on him. 

“It’s been exhausting,” he admitted with a chuckle.
Williams doesn’t know what’s next for him, but he’s ready for a 

relaxing holiday season.
Hendricks County residents who learned about the closing 

shared their memories on social media.
“My childhood store, literally. I remember playing in that store 

whenever my folks would take us growing up,” Kevin Nathaniel 
Seidensticker posted.

Old Bob’s is having liquidation sale all month. The last day in 
business will be Christmas Eve.

By Stephanie Dolan

One Hendricks County couple will sing 
their way through the holiday season.

Avon’s Brett and Debra Habing both 
perform in the Indianapolis Symphonic 
Choir.

The choir’s annual Festival of Carols fea-
tures five concerts filled with fan favorites 
and traditional holiday music, and three 
shows still remain before Christmas this 
year. 

The couple met in college as music ma-
jors and at first didn’t exactly take to each 
other.

“Having come from a pretty structured 
and rigid background, I think I was pretty 
serious my first few years of college,” Debra 
Habing said.

Her husband, on the other hand, was 
not...

“I was a little more Jethro in the big city,” 
Brett Habing said. “Our personalities were 
not incredibly naturally compatible, but 
we ended up in the same choir, and now 
music seems to be one of the many things 

we have in common.”
Parents to two children attending Avon 

High School, the couple moved from Wis-
consin in 2012, leaving music education 
for corporate jobs in Indy.

“One of the reasons we decided to 
move back to Indy was its arts culture,” she 
said. “I started with the Hendricks Sym-
phonic Society and from there was led to 
the choir.”

Since she joined eight years ago, choir 
members have become family to Debra, 
and literally her family when Brett audi-
tioned two years later.

Living in Avon placed the Habings in a 
good school district and close to the offer-
ings of Indianapolis without having to live 
in the city.

One proud moment for the couple was 
when the Avon High School Chamber 
Singers sang with the Indianapolis Sym-
phonic Choir two years ago for Festival of 
Carols as part of education outreach.

“They really did us proud,” he said.
For more information on Festival of Car-

ols, visit indychoir.org.

COMMUNITY

Brett and Debra Habing, Avon, both sing in the Indianapolis 
Symphonic Choir. The group has three Christmas 
performances left this season. (Photo provided by the Habings)

Old Bob’s garden store will close its doors before Christmas. The owner Josh Williams plans 
a new path for his career after taking over ownership from his father years ago. (Photos by 
Lindsay Doty)

Mike Arnould

Josh Williams will 
close Old Bob’s store 
after four decades in 
business. (Photo by Rick 
Myers)
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James Walker overcame obstacles and shares 
the Christmas spirit playing the Jolly Old Elf

James Walker

By Stephanie Dolan

For 13 years, kids have flocked to 
the Historic Danville Square to share 
their Christmas wish lists with James 
Rockford “Rocky” Walker. As the fa-
mous Christmas figure who wears red 
and white and has a 
giant belly laugh, he 
knows a little some-
thing about Christ-
mas spirit. 

While he’s now 
busy spreading 
Christmas cheer as 
Santa, things weren’t 
always so magical for 
Danville’s favorite Christmas elf.

“I was born and raised in the hills of 
glorious West Virginia,” he said. “My fa-
ther died when I was seven, and I was 
shipped up here to live with my sister. 
My oldest sister pretty much raised 
me. She’s been my mother.”

Walker is the middle child of nine, 
but two of his siblings have now 
passed away.

He received a scholarship to Her-
ron Art School but ended up graduat-
ing from Indiana Wesleyan University 
with a degree in business. Still, that 
accolade wasn’t enough to keep Walk-
er from falling on hard times.  

“I was homeless for about nine 
months due to a bad relationship and 
losing my job,” he said. “I lost every-
thing.”

Eating whatever he could grab, he 
lived under a bridge near 10th and 
Delaware streets in Indianapolis not 
knowing what the days might bring.

“If you went to the mission, you 
had to listen to their message to get 
a meal,” Walker said. “I didn’t want to 
hear it. I thought, ‘How could God 
love me?’”

But a 19-year-old young man was 
intent on turning Walker’s life around 
and met him where he was, giving 
him food, sharing the Gospel mes-
sage and inviting Walker to church. 
Walker refused at first because he was 
homeless.

“He said it didn’t matter,” Walker 
said. “I went one Thursday evening, 
and everything changed from that 
point on.”

He found a job and an apartment 
he could afford near 16th and Dela-
ware streets. 

“I started rebuilding after that,” he 
said.

Over the course of the next decade, 
Walker attended church regularly, ulti-
mately getting hired as a street evan-
gelist for Lynhurst Baptist Church.

“I spent my days on the street 
talking to people in the community 
— businesses, fire departments, po-
lice departments, the treasurer and 
Wayne Township offices — making 
contact with all of them and helping 
people through a food pantry that the 
church had,” Walker said.

Soon after Walker started working 
for the church, the organization pur-
chased an abandoned nursing home. 
Walker moved his office there, open-
ing up another food pantry for the 
community.

“The first thing I did was start giv-
ing away bread,” he said. “Now it’s 
thriving as a community center.”

That ministry got Walker back on 
his feet, but his path led him else-
where.

“I was not called to be a pastor of a 
church,” Walker said. “Now, I’m a truck 
driver. I have many more opportuni-
ties in the tri-state area to pass out bi-
bles at truck stops. All the things I did 
for the church, I now do on the road.”

Even though Walker spends 60 
hours a week on the road, he still 
manages to find time to give back to 
the Danville community that means 
so much to him.

Thirteen years ago, his work hours 
had been cut, leaving him a free Fri-
day afternoon. 

“Someone had just given me a 
Santa suit,” he said. “I thought, ‘Let’s 
just see what happens. I’ll go out and 
wave at somebody.’ It was a thrill. Ev-
eryone was happy to see Santa on the 
Square.”

Despite the warm feeling, his cheap 
Santa suit left him chilly. 

“My wife Mary bought me another 
Santa suit,” Walker said. “It grew from 
there to hot chocolate and stuffed 
animals and toys for the kids.”

He takes donations of clean or new 
stuffed animals for kids. “I’ve got regu-
lars that have been providing that 
now for five years,” he said. Anyone 
can bring their donations to him on 
the Square during Santa’s office hours.

“The people of Danville have be-
come accustomed to seeing him on 
that corner, and it brings such joy to 
people to see that,” said Marcia Lynch, 
Danville Chamber of Commerce ex-
ecutive director. “He is such a great 
steward for the town, and it’s so much 
fun to have him there. He gives back 
to the community so much.”

Walker was recently named the 
recipient of the Danville Rotary Club’s 
2019 Community Spirit of the Year at 
the Danville Chamber of Commerce’s 
annual awards dinner and silent auc-
tion.

To keep the spirit of St. Nick in full 
swing, Mary is Walker’s chauffeur. She 
drops him off “incognito” so nobody 
knows where he comes from.

“She picks me up when it’s all over, 
makes sure the animals are clean and 
don’t have any rips or tears,” Walk-
er said. “She’s a good egg. She’d do 
whatever I ask of her.”

Kids can find Walker playing Santa 
on the Square in Danville every week-
end from 6 to 8 p.m. until Christmas 
Eve. If they can’t make it during those 
hours, stop by the mailbox and drop 
in a letter to Santa. 

“Seeing the faces of the kids is the 
best part,” he said. “The faces of the 
kids reaching in the bag and pulling 
out a toy and finding what they want 
is pretty cool.”

Walker sets up at Washington and 
Main streets, which is always well 
maintained thanks to the Town of 
Danville.

“Danville is a great little town,” 
he said. “The town council got ap-
proval to mount a Santa mailbox on 
the Square. A couple of years ago we 
started doing letters from Santa. The 
Kiwanis do that for me. There’s a lot of 
people involved now. It’s not just a fat 
guy on the corner in a red suit.”

James Walker brings joy to kids throughout the season. After overcoming obstacles in his 
adult life, he started his Santa gig on the Danville Square. (Photo by Faith Toole)
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www.danvillechamber.org

Ellis Park, Danville, IN
November 29th 

thru December 30th
(Closed Christmas)

Sun-Thurs, 6pm-9pm
Fri-Sat, 6pm-10pm

VALUE DAYS
Monday-Thursday

$5 PER CAR
(No Coupon Needed)

WEEKEND ADMISSION
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

$10 PER CAR
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FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES
AVON

Robert F. Vondersaar
Robert F. Vondersaar, 91, passed away Nov. 
9, 2019. He was born Dec. 3, 1927. A cel-
ebration of life service will be scheduled in 
early 2020.

Stephen Paul Woolley
Stephen Paul Woolley, 69, passed away 
Nov. 23, 2019. He was born Jan. 31, 1950. 
There were no public services.

BROWNSBURG

Carole L. Clark
Carole L. Clark, 76, passed away Nov. 18, 
2019. She was born Aug. 2, 1943. Services 
were held Nov. 22 at the Peavey Cemetery, 
Jasonville.

Karen S. Dowell
Karen S. Dowell, 74, passed away Nov. 18, 
2019. She was born April 15, 1945. Services 
were held Nov. 25 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Barbara M. Holt
Barbara M. Holt, 87, passed away Nov. 19, 
2019. She was born July 18, 1932. Services 
were held Nov. 25 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Barbara D. Musselman
Barbara D. Musselman, 83, passed away 
Nov. 20, 2019. She was born April 17, 1936. 
Services were held Nov. 23 at Matthews 

Mortuary, Brownsburg.
Brian Allen Rice

Brian Allen Rice, 32, passed away Nov. 15, 
2019. He was born Feb. 8, 1987. Services 
were held Nov. 22 at the Brownsburg 
American Legion Post 331, Brownsburg.

Edward James Sopko
Edward James Sopko, 84, passed away 
Nov. 21, 2019. He was born July 21, 1935. 
Services were held Nov. 25 at St. Malachy 
Catholic Church, Brownsburg.

Donna R. Yockey
Donna R. Yockey, 91, passed away Nov. 17, 
2019. She was born July 15, 1928. Services 
were held Nov. 23 at Matthew Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Helen L. Wolfe
Helen L. Wolfe, 91, passed away Nov. 25, 
2019. She was born Oct. 21, 1928. Services 
were held Nov. 29 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Sandy J. Brown
Sandy J. Brown, 68, passed away Nov. 27, 
2019. She was born Sept. 15, 1951. Servic-
es were held Dec. 2 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

PLAINFIELD

Dorothy A. Hochstetler
Dorothy A. Hochstetler, 92, passed 
away Nov. 17, 2019. She was born Feb. 
4, 1927. Services were held Nov. 22 at 

220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 
317-892-4242 

 www.davidahallmortuary.com

Eric, Erin and 
Evelyn Bell

Our strength 
is based on 

the principle  
of our family 

serving yours.

Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home, Plainfield.
Carl T. Krebs

Carl T. Krebs, 91, passed away Nov. 15, 
2019. He was born July 17, 1928. Services 
were held Nov. 21 at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, Indianapolis.

Christopher L. Smith
Christopher L. Smith, 42, passed away 
Nov. 20, 2019. He was born Jan. 17, 1977. 
Services were held Nov. 25 at St. Susanna 
Catholic Church, Plainfield.

Bernice L. Stultz
Bernice L. Stultz, 88, passed away Nov. 14, 
2019. She was born May 6, 1931. There 
were no services.

Janice M. Lucie
Janice M. Lucie, 73, passed away Nov. 5, 
2019. She was born July 21, 1946. Services 
were held Dec. 2 at Marshall Cemetery in 
Marshall, Ill.

Mary Kay Pedigo
Mary Kay Pedigo, 87, passed away Nov. 25, 
2019. She was born April 26, 1932. Services 
were held Dec. 5 at Hampton-Gentry Fu-
neral Home, Plainfield.

Linden H. Swift
Linden H. Swift, 89, passed away Dec. 1, 
2019. He was born Jan. 4, 1930. Services 
were held Dec. 6 at Plainfield Christian 
Church, Plainfield.

PITTSBORO

Matthew P. Barnhart
Matthew P. Barnhart, 41, passed away Nov. 
26, 2019. He was born Dec. 21, 1977. A cel-
ebration of life service will be held Dec. 7. 

Memorial planned for Beasley’s Orchard owner 
Family and friends are mourning 

the sudden loss of Debra “Debbie” 
Beasley, 66, who died while on vaca-
tion in Aspen, Colo.

More than 400 messages 
of prayer and condolences 
poured in after the orchard 
team shared the loss on its 
Facebook page Dec. 4.

“It is with incredible sad-
ness that we have to share 
some very difficult news with 
our Beasley’s Orchard Com-
munity today. Our longtime owner, 
Debra Beasley, has passed away at the 
age of 66. Debra, or Debbie, as her 
friends knew her, along with her late 
husband, John, were responsible for 
building the amazing farm that we 
have today. We all have them to thank 
for the countless memories that have 
been made at our family farm,” the or-
chard team shared online.

Debbie and John (who died in 
2017) ran the family farm and agrit-
ainment spot for 36 years. Their son 

Calvin Beasley took over operations 
in 2018. Debbie was passionate about 
running the barn market and creat-

ing the popular fall festival 
weekends.

“Thanks to the amazing 
foundation that has been built, 
we will honor Debbie in the 
best way that we know how: 
by continuing to be stewards 
of our land and serving our 
customers, whom Debbie 

loved so much. Thank you all for 
your love and support during this ex-
tremely difficult time,” the team wrote.

A memorial service will be held 
Sunday, Dec. 15, 4 p.m., at St. Augus-
tine Episcopal Church, 600 N. Wash-
ington St., Danville. Visitation is at 2 
p.m. until the service.

Debbie Beasley leaves behind her 
children, Calvin (Brittany) Beasley of 
Avon, Seth (Jill) Aichinger of West 
Lafayette, Ind., Lyra (Adam) Baitis 
of Plainfield, grandchildren, Gloria, 
Maya, Bryn and Faye, a brother, G. 

Michael Derrickson of Crescent City, 
Fla., and a nephew. She was also pre-
ceded in death by two brothers, David 
and James Derrickson.

Debbie was born in Indianapolis to 
the late George Edward and Gloria Mae 
(Somers) Derrickson. She was a 1971 
graduate of Ben Davis High School and 
attended Butler University and the Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington.

She was a member of St. Augustine 
Episcopal Church in Danville, Indiana 
Horticultural Society, Indiana Farm 
Market Society and was a founding 
member of the Hendricks County 
Tourism Commission.

Contributions may be given to St. 
Augustine Episcopal Church and/or 
the Hendricks County Humane Soci-
ety in lieu of flowers.

The Weaver & Randolph Funeral 
Home in Danville is handling the ar-
rangements. Loved ones can sign the 
guestbook at weaverandrandolph-
funeralhomes.com/obituary/debra-
debbie-beasley.

Join the 2020 
Census Team!
Are you looking for a 
great weekly salary 

with paid training and 
flexible hours?

2020 Census 
jobs provide that 

opportunity to 
qualified applicants.

To join the Census 
Team, apply online at 
2020census.gov/jobs.

For more information 
or help applying, call 

1-855-JOB-2020.
The U.S. Census Bureau is an  
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Debra Beasley
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HISTORY &
ARCHITECTURE

By Ken Sebree

The Treaty of St. Mary’s with the 
Miami Indian tribe in 1818 opened 
Central Indiana for settlement, and 
the population quickly grew. Hen-
dricks County was created by the 
Indiana General Assembly in 1823, 
and its population had already 
grown to around 1,000. 

In 1822 Jeremiah Hadley ac-
quired a large tract of land where 
Plainfield is now located. Ten years 
later he sold it to his son Elias.

Levi Jessup and Elias Hadley laid 
out Plainfield in 1839. The town 
became incorporated that year, 
but the charter was soon given up 
because of unsuccessful attempts 
to form a town government. In 
1904 Plainfield was incorporated 
a second time as a town, and this 
time is stuck.

Some of the first settlers in 
Plainfield were Quakers who al-
ways opposed human slavery. 
When new land became available 
in Central Indiana, they migrated 
from the South and settled near 
Plainfield, which influenced the 
naming of the town. Quaker influ-
ence remains strong. 

After settling, the residents con-
structed several Quaker churches. 
In 1858 the Western Yearly Meet-
inghouse of Friends was orga-
nized. Their house of worship was 
constructed along Main Street 
in Plainfield where it still stands 

today.
At the same time this settlement 

was happening, in the early 1800s, 
Congress planned a federal road 
from coast to coast to increase 
commerce and to encourage set-
tlement of the western lands. 

Called National Road, it passed 
through Plainfield and much of the 
original route is now U.S. 40. Be-
fore railroads travelers went west 
daily using the National Road.

In 1842, President Martin Van 
Buren campaigned seeking reelec-
tion. As his carriage traveled along 
the National Road through Plain-
field, it hit an exposed elm tree 
root and tipped, depositing Van 
Buren in a large mud hole on the 
unpaved road. 

Van Buren spent several hours 
in Plainfield while his carriage was 
repaired and clothing cleaned. 
Much later, the elementary school 
near the accident site was named 
for Van Buren.

Plainfield has grown dramatical-
ly from a population of 250 in 1850 
to about 35,000 today and has be-
come a very desirable place to live, 
work and raise a family.

Treaty and early settlement 
helped form Plainfield

Ken Sebree is a practicing 
architect and resident of 
Hendricks County for well over 
40 years. Contact him at ken@
sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

After Quaker influence in the early days of settling Plainfield, the Plainfield Friends still 
worship and live in the town. (Photo by Rick Myers)

COMMUNITY

52 West Main Street Suite E, Danville IN 46122 
Duane@AffordableHearingStore.com

(317)742-0212 

DON’T MISS OUT ON THE 
SOUNDS OF THE SEASON

The Stellar RIC 8C is a lithium-ion rechargeable  
RIC that does not require any battery changes. 

Stellar RIC is suitable for up to severe heating loss. 
Key features include:

48 Channel, Bluetooth/Direct Connects to iPhone for 
quality streaming of phone calls, music, etc.

HOLIDAY SPECIAL $2995/SET
Free Hearing Test

Try before you buy, free Demo 
Drive a little, save a lot! 

Sold elsewhere for up to $8000/set

Duane L. Wass,  
BC-HIS

We are a Provider
UAW Provider

of Danville
37 years of experience

BATTERY BLOWOUT! $20/CARTON OF 80!
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TO SCHEDULE A SCAN CALL 800.265.3220 OR VISIT IUHEALTH.ORG/HEARTSCANS

They leave their hearts on the court. 
Make sure yours is in good shape, too.

IUHEALTH.ORG/HEARTSCANS

$49
HEART
SCAN

Notables
Compiled by Mark Ambrogi

Mason Miller scored 21 
points to lead host Avon to 
a 73-70 victory over Ham-
ilton Southeastern Dec. 
6. Miller hit all eight free 
throws, including six in the 
final 30 seconds. Gabe Mc-
Nary delivered 19 points as 
the Orioles beat Mooresville 
63-51 Nov. 30.

Indiana University fresh-
man running back Samp-
son James, an Avon gradu-
ate, rushed for 118 yards on 
22 carries as the Hoosiers 
topped Purdue Nov. 30.

In Avon’s 50-44 victory 
over Noblesville, Haley 
Nichols led a balanced scor-
ing attack with 15 points.

Kenna Kirby contributed 
a team-high 23 points as  
the Tri-West girls basketball 
team blew by Greencastle 
68-27 Dec. 3. Kirby scored 
23 again in the Bruins rout 
of Western Boone 61-34 
Dec. 6. Adrie Thompson 
was high for Tri-West with 
23 points in a 61-57 loss to 
Martinsville Dec. 7.

Pierce Thomas was high 
scorer for Brownsburg with 
21 points as the Bulldogs 
topped Plainfield 57-47 Dec. 
7. Malek Edmonds scored 
21 points to lead Browns-
burg past host Franklin Cen-
tral 76-58 Dec. 6.

For accomplishments 
about Hendricks County 
athletes, email mambrogi@
icontimes.com

ICONIC Athlete of the Week

MAKING HER OWN SPLASH
Sinclair leads by example for Avon girls swim team

By Mike Beas

As it turns out, a swimmer can touch 
the wall first in a variety of ways.

The best-known method, of course, 
is to be faster than those in the lanes 
around you. Another is to possess the 
type of work ethic that benefits the 
program long after you’ve taken part in 
your last high school swim meet.

Plenty fast by most swimming stan-
dards, Avon senior Kaitlyn Sinclair 
seems to have mastered the latter 
method.

Sinclair has been a competitive swim-
mer since she was 8. She currently is a 
sprint freestyler for the Orioles, taking 
part in the 50- and 100-yard individual 
events, while often contributing to two 
of the three relays — 200 freestyle, 200 
medley relay or 400 freestyle.

“I played a lot of sports when I was 
young, and I just really liked swimming,” 
said Sinclair. “Just getting into the high 
school seasons and having teammates 
and coaches who push me and have my 
back all of the time is the best.”

As a junior, Sinclair placed second in 
the 50 free at the Terre Haute South Sec-
tional in 24.95 seconds and was third in 
the 100 free in 54.38 seconds. Both are 
personal best times she hopes to lower 
as her final season of high school swim-
ming plays out.

Last year Avon advanced to the state 
finals at the IUPUI Natatorium in the 
medley and 200 freestyle relays, with 
Sinclair playing a role in both. It was her 
second consecutive season of making it 
to downtown Indy as part of the Orioles 
relay teams.

“For state we get to leave school early 
and take a bus to a little Italian place 

downtown and have pasta,” said Sinclair. 
“I think it’s important to have the little 
traditions and be able to pass them 
down to younger teammates.”

Kaitlyn is the oldest of Ryan and Ka-
rie Sinclair’s three daughters (Emily is 
a junior at Avon, while Sara is in eighth 
grade). Academically, Kaitlyn ranks 45th 
in a senior class of roughly 750 students 
with a 4.66 grade point average. She’s 
applied to Indiana, Purdue, Ball State 
and Miami of Ohio and would like to 
major in marine biology.

John Karr, who is in his 15th season 
as Avon’s swim coach, said Sinclair’s 
presence is vital to team success and 

harmony for reasons beyond what she 
accomplishes in the pool.

“For me, it’s more about the process 
she takes. Kaitlyn was a good swimmer 
as a freshman and sophomore but really 
improved between her sophomore and 
junior years,” said Karr. “She does all of 
the little things, the main one being that 
she shows up every day with a positive 
attitude.

“It’s a vibe that they really do care 
about each other. Kaitlyn is definitely 
one you can tell right away that the kids 
look up to her. She commands respect 
by being there for her teammates, and 
is one of the first to lead by example.”

Avon swimmer Kaitlyn Sinclair’s positive attitude makes a splash inside and outside the pool.  
(Photo by Rick Myers)
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Puzzle Time

Answers  See Page 32

PUZZLES

ACROSS
1. ‘60s war spot
4. Sound from a hot 
7-Across
7. Panda Express pan
10. “___ you nuts?”
13. Bullring cheer
14. Scratch (out)

15. Indiana’s Lincoln
17. Brownsburg HS 
wrestling team need
18. WTHR reporter: Rich 
___
19. Eccentrics
20. Where to get a thick 
fruity drink

23. Botch
24. Not Rx
25. Leaves on the table
29. “Well, well!”
31. Victory Field ump’s cry
33. Footnote abbr.
34. Where to get a Meat 
Feast pie

38. Hendricks Civic 
Theatre offering
39. In the past
40. QVC alternative
41. Ex-Fever coach Pokey 
Chatman’s alma mater
43. Indiana State Sen. 
Alting
44. Indiana State Sen. 
Rogers
46. Where to get a Moo 
Shu Pork
49. Unending
50. HBO rival
51. Claddagh Irish Pub 
order
52. Thrift shop deal
54. Old Plainfield Lodge 
#2186 member
56. In need
60. Christmas carol 
about this puzzle’s 
theme answers?
63. Caribbean island
66. Boilermaker, to a 
Hoosier
67. Gun an IndyCar
68. Danville Farmers 
Market root veggies
69. Can metal
70. “Darn tootin’!”
71. Govt. agency on 
Nelson B. Klein Pkwy.
72. Olive Garden 
kitchen meas.
73. ___-mo replay
74. Feminine suffix

DOWN
1. Stir fry request

2. IND car rental chain
3. “So do I”
4. Mailed
5. Lifting devices hung 
from helicopters
6. “Now you ___...”
7. Hike the Twin Bridges 
Loop Trail
8. Certain ISO musician
9. Swedish coin
10. Tin’s House sushi 
tuna
11. Norma ___
12. 911 response inits.
16. Sodalis Nature Park 
fisherman
21. The Wizard ___
22. IUPUI bus. course
26. “Pong” producer
27. Former Mr. 
Basketball Bailey
28. Jargon
30. It’s a laugh
32. Wrinkly fruit
34. More ashen

35. “Uncle!”
36. Districts
37. Foot part
38. Two-way
42. Quack’s cure-all
45. Entice
47. Groundbreaker
48. Military cap
50. Blind dates, e.g.
53. For real
55. US 36 protected 
turns
57. McAlister’s Deli 
sandwich spec
58. Curved moldings
59. Invitation replies
61. Gate fastener
62. Bingo kin
63. Govt. agency on N. 
Delaware St.
64. Pencil stub
65. Swim-bike-run 
competition, for short

8 4 6 2
7 5 2 6

3 8
9 3 6

2 7 1
2 7

1 3 8 4
6 1 9 2

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73 74

Large 1 topping traditional  
crust pizza and an order  

of breadsticks

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 12/31/19
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Brandon Imel, 5, hunted for candy canes at Natural Valley 
Ranch Candy Cane Hunt in Brownsburg. He came with his 
parents Sarah and Brian Imel. Saturday the ranch will host 
Build A Gingerbread House to those who pre-register. (Photo 
by Faith Toole)

Holiday events encourage festive activities around Avon, Brownsburg

Hundreds lined the streets for the annual Christmas Under the Stars parade in Brownsburg, which 
returned to its route toward the town hall with road construction complete. At the same time, Avon 
was lighting its town tree. Throughout the county, festive events filled weekend calendars from 
breakfasts with Santa to candy cane hunts. Check out the ICON events calendar for more Christmas fun 
throughout the month. 

Brownsburg West Middle School student Jake Shaffer 
was named the grand marshal for the Christmas Under 
the Stars parade Dec. 7. The 11-year-old raises money 
for Riley Hospital for Children, helps former teachers in 
their classrooms, created care bags for those in need and 
serves at his church. Jake waved and threw candy from the 
Brownsburg Parks float throughout the parade. (Photo by 
Faith Toole)

A vintage truck decked out for the holidays was one entry in 
the Christmas Under the Stars parade in Brownsburg. (Photo 
by Faith Toole)

At the Avon Heritage Festival’s annual Tree Lighting at Avon Town Hall Dec. 7, 12-year-old Robert Porter lll, Avon, sang “Who’s 
Lovin You.” (Photo by Rick Myers)  

Graham Ford, 4, Avon, gives Santa Claus his gift list during 
the  tree lighting at Avon Town Hall Dec. 7. (Photo by Rick 
Myers)

Ember Stritar, 7, Brownsburg, focuses on her foot work 
while skating at Penguin Park in Avon’s Washington 
Township Park Dec. 9. For more information visit 
washingtontwpparks.org. (Photo by Rick Myers)
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Notice is hereby given that the Clerk of 

Hendricks County, Indiana will receive propos-
als for:

HENDRICKS COUNTY CLERK- 2020 
MACHINE TECHNICIAN

Proposals will be received, via hard copy, 
either mailed or delivered in person, at the fol-
lowing location, no later than the time shown:

Office of the Clerk of Hendricks County 
51 West Main Street #104
Danville, Indiana 46122

9:00 a.m. local time on the 27th day of 
December, 2019.

Any proposals received after the date and 
time stated above will not be considered and 
will be returned unopened. Proposals must 
include provisions for the services as noted 
below.

The Hendricks County Commissioners 
reserve the right to reject any or all offers as 
a whole, or in part, and to accept any part, or 
the entire offer, deemed most advantageous 
to Hendricks County without further recourse. 
The Hendricks County Commissioners may 
exercise the right, at its discretion to waive any 
informalities, or technicalities, in the offers, so 
long as the intent and purpose of this notice 
has been confirmed with, and to reject and 
re-advertise. Offerors accept these conditions 
without exception when making an offer.

Award may be made to more than one 
offeror whose proposals are determined in 
writing to be advantageous to the governmen-
tal body, taking into consideration price and 
other evaluation factors set forth in the request 
for proposals.

Discussions may be conducted with re-
sponsible offerors, who submit proposals de-
termined to be reasonably susceptible of being 
selected for award.

Questions regarding the details of the 
proposal and/or services may be addressed 
to: Clerk, Debbie Hoskins at 317-745-9388 
dhoskins@co.hendricks.in.us. Questions 
regarding the Request for Proposal must be 
submitted by December 13, 2019 at 3pm EST.

Date to be awarded: December 31, 2019 
Title: 2020 Machine Technician Department: 
Election

FLSA: Contract Position
Seasonal Period: March/April/May and 

September/October/November: 2020
Summary of Services Needed:
A voting machine technician will oversee 

all aspects of machine upkeep, maintenance, 
programming, delivery and overall care for the 
fleet. This is a contract position. A qualified 
candidate for this position must provide a 2020 
contract of services for review, which shall 
include a proposed price for the services to be 

rendered.
Essential Services:
• Program all voting machines
• Deliver all voting machines (vehicle/rent-

al truck must be included in technician’s 
contract)

• Assist with test elections, poll worker 
training and Election Day services

• Collect and return all equipment to stor-
age facility and maintenance of fleet

• Repair equipment as needed
Qualifications:
• Qualified candidates will have a strong 

knowledge of the Micro Vote Infinity vot-
ing system and the knowledge of repair

• Have excellent oral communication skills
• Have a strong knowledge of Hendricks 

County Township/Precinct and roads
• Must possess a valid driver’s license and 

a safe driving record
• Must do a background check
Working Conditions and Physical 

Demands:
Duties will be performed mostly indoor 

(warehouse environment) and outdoor (deliv-
ery). This position requires the ability to walk/
stand for long periods of time and lifting/carry-
ing equipment weighing up to 55 lbs. Evenings 
and weekends are mandatory.

Criteria for Evaluation of Proposals 
Machine Technician Job Duties (include but 
not limited to)

1. PROGRAMMING MACHINES: 
In 2019, all voting panels will be pro-
grammed with ALL ballots on EACH 
machine. 
A zero tape will be printed, the date/
time verified on the header, and verifi-
cation of all precincts listed. Inspection 
of the booth, cords, and panel for 
damage, cleaning the screens, etc is 
required. The machines will then be 
secured with a numbered seal and 
recorded in a log provided by the Voter 
Registration office. The machine is 
then packed back into the case then 
placed in the order of delivery for that 
serial number. This will require ap-
proximately 25 minutes to program 1 
panel; which is a total of 119 hours to 
program 280 panels. Programming will 
be completed prior to delivery.

2. BATTERY BACKUP MAINTENANCE: 
Each battery backup will need a full 
charge (as they have been in storage) 
as close to delivery day as possible. 
The batteries weigh 42 pounds each 
and a full charge takes up to 4 hours. 
There are 98 batteries to be charged 
prior to delivery and only 10 charging 

stations. A pre  determined number will 
vary by Vote Center locations. Machine 
Technician will be informed of the num-
ber before delivery.

3. TEST ELECTION: 
A test election is required by law 
BEFORE absentee voting begins. 
The Machine Technician will choose 
a pre-determined number of voting 
machines selected by VSTOP (at least 
5% of fleet) and place random votes 
on them. This is performed in “verified 
mode” which is a separate segment of 
the hardware. The Machine Technician 
will then capture a tabulated tally card 
and audit trail tape. After the votes are 
cast and tallied, the Machine Techni-
cian will go back through the same ma-
chines to re-program and prints a new 
zero tape. The tally card, audit trail 
tape of cast votes, and new zero tape 
will be brought to the election office for 
comparison in the test election.

4. POLL WORKER TRAINING/INSPEC-
TOR MEETING 
Poll worker training includes training 
on Electronic Poll Books and voting 
machines, it may be necessary for 
the Machine Technician to assist as 
needed (training date to be deter-
mined). Saturday prior to the election 
is the Inspector meeting and materials 
are distributed, may need technician 
assistance.

5. BALLOT ERRORS/REDO’S 
This is not a common occurrence; 
however, it can happen. There will be 
no additional pay for re-programming 
panels as a result of office error. It is 
usually a minimal impact. If it affects 
the entire fleet, the Supervisor will as-
sist the Machine Technician, but there 
will be no additional pay.

6. DELIVERY AND PICKUP OF EQUIP-
MENT: 
Coordination for delivery times with the 
facilities administrator is the respon-
sibility of the Machine Technician and 
contact information will be shared by 
the Voter Registration office. In addi-
tion to the voting machines (23 lbs.), 
the machine tech will also deliver all 
outdoor signage (“vote here” banners 
one per location), the backup batteries 
(42 lbs.), and handicap accessible 
signage for the parking lots. A pre-de-
termined number of voting machines 
varies by location from 3 to 12. It is 
critical to check panel numbers to Vote 
Center locations and assure the loca-

tion where voting machines are stored 
is locked before leaving the facility 
and requires signature of person who 
is taking custody of equipment and 
machines. 
The pickup of equipment post-election 
day. The Machine Technician will be 
responsible for collecting the same 
items dropped off for delivery unless 
otherwise advised.

7. MACHINE REPAIR: 
The Machine Technician will be trained 
and qualified to perform most minor 
equipment repairs. This is critical on 
Election Day to get machines up and 
running. The Machine Technician will 
be required to help poll workers having 
issues with equipment on Election Day 
which may involve speaking with the 
vendor of the equipment.

8. The Machine Technician will be re-
sponsible for hiring and compensation 
of an assistant. This is a demanding 
amount of work for one person to per-
form in a short period of time. Machine 
Technician will be responsible for rental 
of transportation for delivery and pick 
up. Machine Technician is responsible 
for providing a list of names of those 
assisting to the Clerk. Those persons 
assisting cannot be on probation, 
work release, parole, lawful detention 
or placed in a community correction 
program.

9. Machine Technician and those assist-
ing technician will not receive addition-
al pay for mileage.

10. Assist with election audits and 
inventory.

11. Once all equipment is returned to 
storage, Machine Technician must put 
all machines in numerical order on top 
of tables.

12. Tasks are fairly routine, but require 
selection of applicable methods and 
procedures. Errors in work can cause 
significant inconvenience and/or costs.

THESE TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE
• Machine Programming: 119 hours
• Battery re-charge: (several can be done 

at once): 36 hours
• Test Election: hours depend on number 

of machines selected by VSTOP ( at 
least 5% of fleet)

• Phone coordination with facilities: 2 
hours Night before Election: Depends on 
poll worker errors and/or machines and 
equipment.

• Election Day: 16 hours Delivery/
• Pickup: 25 hours

COMMUNITY

ICONICbrief
Carel Associates opens college prep center in Brownsburg

Carel Associates offers free college prep pro-
grams to qualified college-bound high school 
students and is opening a college prep center in 
Brownsburg in March. 

The center will offer complementary 

educational programs and leadership opportuni-
ties via home studies and community volunteer 
services to help students build strong resumes to 
help them with college admissions requirements. 
The center will also work with students to help 

them get college financial aid.
More than 1,000 Hendricks County high school 

students qualify for the free services. Carel Associ-
ates is seeking donated classroom space to oper-
ate. Call (317) 858-1663.
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FAITHONFOOD
by Faith Toole

AN OPTION
Gee’s Nice Cream, Joy’s Cakery 
and Timber City Coffee Roasters  
2481 E. Main St., Plainfield

I’m shopping local for holiday 
gifts, checking off my list while 
refueling along the way. One stop 
involved both: Gee’s Nice Cream, 
Joy’s Cakery and Timber City Coffee 
Roasters in Plainfield. 

I refueled with nitro raspberry 
ice cream, vanilla cupcake and a 
cup of freshly roasted coffee. It 
was so “cool” to watch them flash 
freeze my ice cream, and it paired 
perfectly with the creamy vanilla 
cupcake. The Timber City Coffee 
Roasters blend was so smooth, I 
didn’t need creamer. 

I also checked these items off my 
list: Gee’s Nice Cream gift card, a 

dozen Joy’s Cakery cupcakes for a 
hostess gift and a coffee stocking 
stuffer of the Brazil Florada coffee 
from Timber City Coffee Roasters. 

I also enjoyed a piece of 
chocolate cake indulging in a 
Hallmark Christmas movie. 

WHERE I DINE
Melissa Dalton, 
Brownsburg 

Where do you like 
to dine? I love the 
new restaurant in 
Brownsburg called 
Rush Off Main. 

What do you like there? The 
homemade hummus is amazing. 

It’s Chicago style food, and I’m 
not usually a fan. This place has 
changed my mind about it. 

What do you like about this 
place? I love the outdoor seating 
and scenery. It’s relaxing outside 
and upbeat inside. 

Rush Off Main 
5767 N Green St., Brownsburg

EVENTScalendar

Christmas 
Cosmo
Mixologist: Jeff 
Schroeder
Prestwick Country 
Club, 5197 Fairway 
Dr., Avon

Ingredients: 2 oz. 
vodka, 1 oz. cranberry, 1 oz. triple 
sec, 2 tsp. fresh lime juice, 1 lime 
wedge, 2 cranberries 

Directions: Fill a cocktail shaker 

with ice. Add vodka, cranberry 
juice, triple sec and lime juice. 
Cover and shake. Strain cocktail 
into a martini glass. Garnish with a 
lime wedge and cranberries. 

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@ icontimes. com. 
Follow on Instagram, Facebook 
and Twitter  @FAITHonFOOD 
#FAITHonFOOD.

December
Daily through 31  
(closed Christmas Day)
Winterland Holiday Light Show
6-9 p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 6-10 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday. Ellis Park, 600 E. Main 
St., Danville. Thousands of lights cre-
ate beautiful displays of treasured 
holiday scenes. Santa will be in the 
train station on weekends. Priced by 
carload; $5 Monday-Thursday, $10 
Friday-Sunday.

13 Friday (through Feb. 14)
Penguin Park
6-8 p.m. Fridays, 8-10 p.m. special 
programs, 12-8 p.m. Saturdays and 
Sundays. Washington Township Park, 
425 Whipple Lane, Avon. Skating rink, 
igloo rentals, family programs, mar-
ket Saturdays and Santa’s Village in 
December with holiday music, festive 
food and drink, craft vendors. Special 
programs and events on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, as well as weekends. 
Admission wristbands: $8 per person 
and includes skates. 5-punch passes 
for $32. Spectators and kids under 3, 
free. Snacks and beverages available. 
Call (317) 745-0785 for specific event 
details.  

14 Saturday
2019 Hometown Holiday
12-4 p.m. Hummel Park, 1500 S. Cen-
ter St., Plainfield. Photos with Santa, 
train rides, petting zoo, pony rides, 
cookies and hot chocolate, horse-
drawn wagon rides, simulated ice 
skating, prize giveaways. Indoor/out-
door event, dress for cold weather. 
Free.

14 Saturday
Animal Rescue and Craft Fair
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Hendricks County Fair-
grounds, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. 
10 animal rescues with adoptable 
animals, 60 craft vendors, homemade 
items and direct sales, $5 photos with 
Santa from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Well Pets 
clinic for microchips and low cost vac-
cinations. Free.

18 Wednesday
Crochet Pop Up
6- 8 p.m. Eaton Hall, 61 N. Green St., 
Brownsburg. Get ready to yarn bomb 
the Vandalia Trail. Hendricks County 
Parks & Rec team will teach you how 
to crochet. Bring your own materials 
and work on pieces to attach along 
the trail. Info at HendricksCountyP-
arks.org.

21 Saturday
Holiday Ornament & Craft Decorat-
ing
2-4 p.m. Avon Parks and Recreation, 
6570 E. U.S. 36, Avon. Family-friendly 
event inside Avon Town Hall. Orna-
ment decorating craft tables and 
model train layout. Listen to carols 
performed by an Avon High School 
quartet. Free.

21 Saturday
Sensory Santa 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Pecar Nature Center, 
5428 County Road 150 N, Avon. Sen-
sory Santa gives children with special 
needs the opportunity to do activi-
ties and have their pictures taken and 
listen to a story by Mrs. Claus in calm, 
less intimidating environment. Reg-
ister at washingtontwpparks.org for 
children to enjoy personal time with 
Santa. Free. For information call (317) 
745-0785. 

21 Saturday
Pictures with Santa 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Plainfield Parks & Rec-
reation, 651 Vestal Road, Plainfield
Capture this magical time of year 
with a picture with Santa. Children 
can share their Christmas lists with 
Santa Claus, ride on the Holiday Train 
Express, skate on an indoor ice skat-
ing rink and more. Free. Ice skates 
provided.

21 Saturday
Christmas Cycling Marathon
7-11 a.m. Plainfield Parks & Recre-
ation, 651 Vestal Road, Plainfield. Sign 
up for up to four hours of cycling with 
a team, or be assigned to one. Each 

Continued on Page 25
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hour, cyclists will ride for as long as 
possible while playing games and 
winning prizes. Cost: $15 per rider. 
Contact (317) 839-7665.

22 Sunday
Hendricks County Holiday Market
1-4 p.m. Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds Expo Hall, 1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. Local farmers, producers, 
food-inspired companies, arts and 
crafts, bakers and direct sale vendors. 
Free event with items for purchase. 
Information at thehcwfm.com.

28 Saturday
Coping with the Cold
2 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Road, North Salem. Learn the 
adaptations animals use to survive 
the coldest months. Head out for a 
winter hike to spot animals in natu-
ral habitats. Dress for the outdoors. 
1-mile hike. Ages 6 to adult. 1 hour. 
Free.

NIGHT & DAY

Mantooth Insurance has been serving the local   
community for 36 years and will continue to do so 
for decades to come.  We are honored for all those 
years we have had a partner like Erie Insurance to 
offer our clients. 

Superior products, superior service.  Don’t wait, call 
us today to see how we can help you.   

 

 
317-272-1010          www.mantoothinsurance.com 

Auto   Home   Life    Business  

7378 Business Center Dr., Suite 100
Avon, Indiana 46123

(317) 272-1010 
www.mantoothinsurance.com

Auto 
Home
Life 
Business

Hendricks County’s Insurance Agency

Thinking about 
  insurance?

28 Saturday
Pauly Shore in Plainfield
7:30-9 p.m. Plainfield Eagles Lodge, 
5556 U.S. 40, Indianapolis. Actor, co-
median and filmmaker Pauly Shore 
performing live standup comedy. 
Doors open at 6:30. Recommended 
for ages 17 and above. Tickets $25-
$40: etix.com/ticket/p/6447888/
pauly-shore-in-plainfield-in-
dianapolis-plainfield-eagles-
lodge?cobrand=mhshows.

January
4 Saturday
4v4 Dodgeball Tournament
1-5 p.m. Danville Parks and Recre-
ation, 49 N. Wayne St., Danville. Find 
three friends and show up to Har-
grave Gym on the first Saturday of the 
new year. Lose holiday weight and 
have fun during winter break. Each 
team is four to six players. Cost: $25/
team. 12 and older. Register: danvil-
leparks.recdesk.com.

Continued from Page 24

www.designindentistry.com

You deserve to  
be more than  

a number. 
Please call us at
(317) 837-8900

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
DENTURES AND IMPLANTS

In the hurried-up society that we live in 
today, it’s easy to make decisions based 
on time and convenience. That may work 
with some of life’s day-to-day decisions. 
However, your smile, whether dentures, 
implants or a combination of the two, 

requires much more time and attention to 
detail. We know just what you need.

Here at Design in Dentistry, Dr. 
Gregg Svoma has over 25 years of 
experience. His patients truly trust 

him and each are given personalized 
care to fit their individual needs. 
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Right back at ya: When your back and legs don’t converse

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis 
with his wife of 33 years. Dick is 
usually in the basement trying 
to think up something funny 
to write. He can be reached at: 
wolfsie@aol.com.

ICONtoon

VIEWS

Thank you, 
Sharon Howell
Since 1997 Avon has been lucky 

enough to have Sharon Howell as its 
clerk-treasurer. Few public officials are 
better at their jobs. 

Town manager Tom Klein said How-
ell was a great problem solver. Nu-
merous times she had to track down 
the source of an expense in order to 
balance the books. She always passed 
her state audits and reports.

Howell is retiring this year and 
several accolades are coming her 
way. Governor Eric Holcomb award-
ed her the Circle of Corydon award 
that recognizes remarkable contribu-
tions to the betterment of Indiana 
and Hoosiers through service. She 
was also given a drawing of the Avon 
Town Hall signed by employees and 
officials. 

No one deserves them more. How-
ell did her job well. She watched over 
budgets, completed the reports, kept 
the public and personnel records and 
paid the bills. She was a true public 
servant.

She was an institution for Avon and 
its greatest cheerleader. She shied away 
from politics and focused on the nec-
essary work to keep the town rolling. 
Truly, a great example of public servant.

Beyond all that and more impor-
tantly, Sharon Howell is a great friend. 
No one smiles more than she does. 
She was a hugger. If she knew you, 
she hugged you. They were good 
hugs, too.

Klein said she was the “go-to” per-
son for employee advice and was will-
ing to help anyone at any time. 

The Hendricks County ICON wishes 
Sharon and Bob all the best in retire-
ment and sincerely thanks her for her 
service.

OUR VIEW

By Dick Wolfsie

Back pain is a major problem in 
this country. It’s the second-biggest 
reason that people do not go to 
work in the morning. The first reason 
is not having a job.

Ironically, most of my problems 
come from sitting too long. I read 
somewhere that while stationed at 
the computer, I should put my butt 
at the edge of the chair. I slid off and 
almost broke my jaw on the key-
board.

With my new pickleball hobby, 
I find myself in another pickle. I’m 
playing for exercise, but I pay with 
pain. 

Recently a friend advised me 
about new age therapies. I’m some-
what “old age,” and I am very skepti-
cal of this. I’ve been going to a chiro-
practor and a massage therapist who 
use the traditional approach prac-
ticed by the mafia: They rough me 
up, inflict pain and take my money. 
Time for a different approach.

Irwin, my new physical therapist, 

instructed me to stand exactly like I 
do when I talk to someone. Because 
he prefers to observe people in their 
natural settings. This sounded like 
Jane Goodall justifying her first ex-
pense report. 

I became extremely self conscious. 
My extremities pretty much fall into 
place on their own when I’m chat-
ting with someone. I just start yack-
ing away; although I do try not to 
put my foot in my mouth.

When I finally got myself into what 
I considered my normal stance, the 
therapist shook his head. “You lean 
too far to the left,” he said, which is 
exactly what WIBC said to me in l995 
when they fired me from my talk 
show. 

Irwin put me on the table and 
gingerly rotated my head and neck 
to assess my range of motion. “I 
don’t think your spine has a good 
relationship with your legs,” he com-
mented. He was probably right. I was 
quite sure that over the years there 
had been very little conversation 

between the two. 
To improve my posture, he sug-

gested I walk with my arms at my 
sides, palms facing the front, opened 
wide and turned skyward. I tried 
this while I was strolling downtown 
later that day. It felt odd, except I did 
score some loose change from sym-
pathetic pedestrians.

Finally, Irwin told me that it would 
do my back a world of good if I 
imagined there was a string running 
through my spine that went through 
my head to the ceiling and when I 
walk to concentrate on putting pres-
sure on my big toes. 

My next appointment is with a 
neurologist. Not for my spine, but 
because I walked head-first into a 
wall.

She was an 
institution 

for Avon and 
its greatest 

cheerleader.
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Susan Mahan of Pittsboro was 
awarded the Sagamore of the 

Wabash award from Governor Mitch 
Holcomb. Susan cares for children 
with severe special needs in her 
home. The award is the highest 
distinction in Indiana given by the 
state governor.

Brownsburg town manager 
Jeff Eder recognized the staff 

and students at K1ds Count Therapy 
and Autism Services for their 
contributions to the Let’s Give food 
drive. Their goal was to collect 700 
food items for the Messiah Lutheran 
Church food pantry, and they brought 
in 1,095 items. 

The Avon Arby’s held a 
donation night to support the 

Brownsburg Relay for LIfe. The annual 
event takes place in the spring, but 
fundraising for the American Cancer 
Society continues year round. 

Avon High School student 
Annika “Niki” Rasband received 

the Area 31 Career Center’s 2019 
Award for Excellence in Career and 
Technical Education. She’s in the 
automotive services program. It’s given 
to the student who embodies 
scholastic potential, career-related 
academic and technical skills, personal 
character and local leadership. Area 31 
serves students in 11 area districts.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

1 Hendricks Civic Theatre 
in Danville is presenting a 

holiday production of “I’ll Be Home 
for Christmas.” What significant U.S. 
historical period is the setting for 
this story?

❏ A. November 1963: At the time 
of the Kennedy assassination.
❏ B. December 1941: On the verge 
of entering WWII.
❏ C. October 2001: During the 
aftermath of the 9/11 attacks.
❏ D. December 1968: The 
Christmas Day truce during the 
Vietnam War.

2 What unique activity at 
Brownsburg High School 

began as a quiet circle of four or 
five girls, but is now drawing new 
students every week, including a 
surprising number of 10 guys? 

❏ A. An indoor herb garden-
tending group
❏ B. A cooking class
❏ C. A knitting club
❏ D. A scrapbooking guild

3 The Hendricks County 
Extension Homemakers is 

holding its annual Holiday Fest 
and Cookie Walk on Dec. 6 at the 
fairgrounds in Danville. They are 
part of the Indiana Extension 
Homemakers, with similar 
organizations around the state. 
What year was the extension 
founded?

❏ A. 1913
❏ B. 1920
❏ C. 1946
❏ D. 1950

4 The ICONIC Athlete of the 
Week in the Nov. 26 issue 

was Torie Potters, a Cascade sprint 
freestyle swimmer. She is also 
part of what other Cadet athletic 
program at Cascade High School?

❏ A. Tennis
❏ B. Soccer
❏ C. Track
❏ D. Volleyball

ICONIC IQ

How well do you know 
your Hendricks County 
community? Test your 

memory of news featured 
in the November 26 issue of 

the ICON.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 32
COMPILED BY CONNIE SIEFERMAN

VIEWS

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, 
nonsensical laws on the books. Each 
issue, we’ll share one with you …

In Iowa, ministers must obtain a permit to 
transport liquor across state lines. 

 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

STRANGE LAW

“The true sign of 
intelligence is not 

knowledge but 
imagination.” 

–Albert Einstein

QUOTE

BREA FA

Enjoy a night out with unlimiteddrinks and popcorn!

Hear firsthand what is happening 
during session at the Indiana
Statehouse!

There is also time alloted for 
Q&A.

We have invited Representatives 
Bob Behning, Greg Steuerwald 
and Jeff Thompson to join us, 
along with Senators John Crane 
and Mike Young. 

This is the largest publicly 
attended legislative event in the 
state during session! 

SPONSORED BY:

Y O U ' R E I N V I T E D  T O T H E  

2019 LEGISLATIVE BREAKFASTS

For reservations, please contact the Hendricks County Farm 
Bureau at janna.bolen@infarmbureau.com or call (317) 

745-4463 by the Thursday prior.

*If schools are closed due to weather, meetings will also be canceled*

DATES
Jan. 28, 2019
Feb 25, 2019
March 25, 2019
April 15, 2019

TIME
Complimentary 
breakfast served at 
7:00AM

PLACE
Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds 
Conference Complex 
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*If schools are closed due to weather, meetings will also be canceled*

DATES
Jan. 28, 2019
Feb 25, 2019
March 25, 2019
April 15, 2019

TIME
Complimentary 
breakfast served at 
7:00AM

PLACE
Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds 
Conference Complex 

Jan 27, 2020
Feb 24, 2020
March 23, 2020

You’re Invited to the 
2020 LEGISLATIVE BREAKFASTS

To reserve your seat, please email 
janna.bolen@infarmbureau.com 

by the Thursday prior.

*If schools are closed due to weather, breakfasts will also be 
canceled*
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N A M S S S W O K A R E
O L E E K E A B R A H A M
M A T N Y E L O O N I E S
S M O O T H I E K I N G
G O O F O T C S A L A D S

O H O O U T E T A L
P I Z Z A K I N G D R A M A
A G O H S N L S U R O N
L I N D A C H I N A K I N G
E V E R S H O A L E
R E S A L E E L K P O O R

W E T H R E E K I N G S
A N T I G U A F O E R E V
T U R N I P S T I N Y E P
F B I T S P S L O E S S

8 4 5 9 6 2 7 3 1
7 3 1 4 5 8 2 6 9
9 2 6 1 7 3 4 5 8
5 9 8 3 2 1 6 4 7
1 7 4 5 9 6 8 2 3
3 6 2 8 4 7 9 1 5
2 5 9 7 3 4 1 8 6
6 1 3 2 8 9 5 7 4
4 8 7 6 1 5 3 9 2

Puzzles & Answers
SEE PAGE 30

Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE: Countries: FRANCE, 
GERMANY, GREECE, ITALY, NORWAY, SPAIN; Departments: 
BAKERY, DAIRY, FROZEN FOODS, MEAT, PRODUCE; 
Coaches: CLARKSON, LEGEND, SHELTON, STEFANI, Teams: 
BROWNS, CAVALIERS, INDIANS; Towns: VALPARAISO, 
VINCENNES; Robber: DILLINGER

Iconic IQ 
ON PAGE 29

1. B
2. C
3. A
4. B

HEALTH

Take these steps to help 
you have the best year yet

LIFE'S 
CHOICES

Karl Zimmer III is an author, speaker, 
and Board Certified Hypnotist. His 
company, Zimmer Success Group 
(Z-Success.com), is in Plainfield. 
Information provided is for 
informational purposes only and is 
not intended to diagnose, treat, or 

cure any condition or illness.

By Karl Zimmer

Some of the most 
often asked questions 

I get are those that begin, “How do 
I…,” followed by any number of things 
related to relationships, careers, 
sports performance and more. 

Sometimes, 
people frame the 
question, “Why do 
I…,” followed by 
those same topics 
as above, in their 
search to better 
understand them-
selves and why they 
aren’t happier.

I imagine that 
most of you reading 
this have gone through times in your 
lives that were far from joyful. In fact, 
many of you have experienced some 
miserable times, as have I. 

Did you ever consider that it was 
because of those miserable times 
that you had a better understanding 
of how to have better times, and that 
having endured the awful made the 
good so much better? 

You see, we can only know what 
warm is because we have felt the 
cold. We can only know what pure joy 
is because we have experienced deep 
sorrow. That is how it is with life.

Can you believe it’s nearly 2020, 

already? Since it is, what are you go-
ing to do to make it your best year 
yet? What makes you happy? 

You might begin by treating your-
self with kindness. Expectation can be 
counterproductive. Intention, on the 
other hand, is productive. When you 

set a goal (intention-
ally) and take steps 
each day to get clos-
er to that goal, you 
will most certainly 
reach it. 

There are proven 
strategies for be-
ing successful, and 
your most powerful 
tool is your mind. 
Think about all the 
things you’ve ac-

complished already, despite any road-
blocks you encountered. 

Be proud and grateful for each. You 
have everything you need, inside of 
you already. You deserve to have the 
best year, yet, so get ready. You’ve got 
this! How cool is that?

We can only know 
what pure joy  
is because we   

have experienced 
deep sorrow.



December 13, 2019
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
35

DECEMBER
23

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER
30

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER
25

No Pickup

JANUARY
1

No Pickup

DECEMBER
24

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER 
31

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER
26

1 Day Delay

JANUARY
2

1 Day Delay

DECEMBER
27

1 Day Delay

JANUARY
3

1 Day Delay

DECEMBER
28

1 Day Delay

JANUARY
4

1 Day Delay

HEALTH

By Martha Rardin, 
RD, CD

Have you visited the vegetable sec-
tion in the frozen food aisle lately? 
If not, you might be surprised at the 
extent of variety and options when it 
comes to frozen veggies. 

This time of year, fresh veggies may 
come up in price a little because it is 
outside of the local growing sea-
son. Frozen veggies are a great way 
to keep on eating your veggies and 
maybe save a little cash, too.

I like keeping several bags of veg-
gies in my freezer. They are a great 
go-to filler when you make soup or 
just need to round out the meal with 
a side dish. 

Most of us don’t eat enough veg-
gies daily, and frozen veggies are a 
great way you can make sure you are 
getting your veggies in every day.

I recently spent a couple minutes in 
the frozen food veggie section, and I 
suggest you look and try to add some 
new veggies to your freezer. 

Several selections have added 
butter or sauces or spices and salt. If 
adding a sauce or butter helps you 

eat your veggies, I am okay with that 
decision. It is more important to eat 
more veggies. But the frozen veggie 
aisle has many selections that don’t 
have sauce or butter, and those choic-
es can add fiber and vitamins and 
minerals to your daily diet.

Here are a few veggies that you 
might want to consider on your next 
grocery trip:

Grain and veggie blends: I found 
quinoa/veggie and risotto/veggie op-
tions. Adding a whole grain with the 
veggies is a great way to add extra fiber.

Riced cauliflower and seasoned 
mashed cauliflower: Try using riced 
cauliflower as a replacement for bread-
ing or in fried rice, homemade pizza 
dough, grain bowls, stir fry and casse-
roles. Mashed cauliflower is a great low 
carb substitute for mashed potatoes.

Herb cubes: Technically, not a veg-
gie, but frozen herbs are a great op-
tion to add to soups and casseroles. I 
found frozen basil, ginger and garlic 
at my store. These are more expensive 
than dried herbs but will have the fla-
vor profile of fresh herbs and can be 
used in your veggie dishes.

Ethnic edgy veggies: I found Mexi-
can seasoned veggies as well as easy 
stir fry veggies. All you need to add is 
the protein for a quick dinner.

Root veggies for roasting: My store 
had a great selection of frozen root 
veggies. These are great when tossed 
with a little garlic and oil and roasted 
in a 400- or 425-degree oven. It’s yet 
another quick and easy side dish that 
packs a ton of nutrition and fiber.

Veggie spirals: Several options were 
available in spirals, and the shapes 
make eating veggies fun for kids.

Mirepoix veggies:  These veggies 
are a quick shortcut if you want to 
make your own mirepoix (a French 
technique of sautéing vegetables to 
create a flavorful base). If taking time 
to cut up the veggies isn’t in your 
schedule, these frozen veggies are a 

good option.
We all need to work to incorporate 

more veggies into our daily meals. Try 
checking out the frozen veggie sec-
tion and try some edgy veggies!

Check out the freezer section to add edgy veggies to your winter diet
NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, 
FAND, is Director of Nutrition and 
Dietetics for Hendricks Regional 
Health. Her goal is to share ideas 
about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire 
others.

• Room Additions
• Kitchens   • Baths

• Vinyl Siding  • Decks
•  Replacement Windows

• Roofing   • Guttering

Let us create  
a new look in 
your home.

Call ED at 317-718-0630 
for complete interior & 

exterior remodeling

• Bonded • Licensed  
• Insured

www.larrisoncontracting.com

L Larrison
Contracting
of Danville

PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery
1280 East Main Street

Danville, Indiana
MONDAY – DECEMBER 16th – 10:00 AM

2007 CADILLAC CTS - 1999 LINCOLN TOWN CAR SIGNATURE
2005 FORD TAURUS - ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE

GLASSWARE - COLLECTIBLES - PRIMITIVES
TOOLS - LAWN & GARDEN 

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!!

Owners: Several Consignors 
Auctioneers Note: 10% Buyer’s Premium.  

For more info & photos visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629 - Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122

(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810
Visit our web site: http:// www.lawsonandco.com

Frozen veggies are a great 
way to keep on eating 

your veggies.
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By Curtis Honeycutt

“This is the type of 
arrant pedantry up with which I will not 
put.” 

— Winston S. Churchill

We have probably all written a ver-
sion of this essay at some point in 
high school or college: you’ve read 
the assigned book (okay, “skimmed” is 
probably more accurate) and there’s 
a five-page essay due tomorrow. Well, 
technically it’s due today because it’s 
2 a.m. and your paper’s due at 9 a.m. 

It’s time to “fill the space,” as they 
say in university circles. You’ve 
nudged the margins to make them 
bigger. You’re using Courier New 
because it takes up more space on 
the page. Now it’s time to make your 
words longer and more intelligent-
sounding so you can squeak out a 
B-minus on this bad boy. You consult 
your thesaurus for every third word.

Somehow, we learn a certain form 
of writing an essay or paper that ends 
up resembling everyone else’s papers, 
or – even worse – an imitation of our 
professor’s speech patterns. The result 
is a flowery, academic-sounding, five-
page whopper of a nothingburger. 

You swap out the word “use” for 
“utilize” or “employ.” You go to great 
lengths to avoid ending a sentence 
with a preposition, forcing your words 
to twist and turn into stuffy syntax 
riddles. You’re verbose to the point of 
long-windedness.

There’s a term for this: Engfish. It’s 
when we use contrived language for 

GRAMMAR

If you teach a man to Engfish; 
six rules for strong and 

effective communication

Curtis Honeycutt is a nationally 
award-winning syndicated humor 
writer. Connect with him on 
Twitter (@curtishoneycutt) or at  
curtishoneycutt.com.

the sake of sounding smart. We use 
Engfish in our writing and in conver-
sations. By puffing up our discourse 
we end up obscuring our intended 
message. 

In a 1946 article entitled Politics 
and the English Language, George Or-
well suggested six rules for combat-
ting our tendency to write in this way:

Never use metaphors, similes or 
figures of speech that you are used to 
seeing in print.

Never use a long word where a 
short one will do.

If it is possible to cut a word out, al-
ways cut it out.

Never use the passive where you 
can use the active.

Never use a foreign phrase, a scien-
tific word or a jargon word if you can 
think of an everyday English equiva-
lent.

Break any of these rules sooner 
than say anything outright barbarous.

I’m with Orwell on this one. It’s not 
bad to sound smart; I’m suggesting 
the best way to communicate is by 
putting your thesaurus away and say-
ing what you mean to say. Don’t su-
garcoat it; don’t even coat it at all. Just 
give them the naked, unvarnished 
truth. Do this and your communica-
tion will be strong and effective.

                 317.843.3800 | THECENTERPRESENTS.ORG  /CPAPRESENTS

Scan this code to 
purchase gift certificates

SEASON SPONSOR

F.C. Tucker Company is excited to announce that Beth Mead is  
bringing her expertise to the number one real estate company in Indiana!

 317.590.0703 F.C. Tucker  
Company, Inc.

REALTORS

TalkToTucker.com/Beth.Mead

Beth Mead REALTOR®/BROKER

Black Friday  
Special 

Tickets Reg $50  
Per person 

Two for $75 
Buy online or call 

317�563�1115 

New 
Year’s Eve! 
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Winterberries — plant these native hollies for winter interest

John Chapin is a retired school 
teacher and sole proprietor of 
Chapin Landscaping in Danville. He 
has over 30 years’ experience in the 
landscaping business. Contact him 
at jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that the Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library in Plainfield, 

Indiana is requesting sealed bids from interested firms for furnishing all labor, materials, tools, 
equipment and transportation necessary for the interior remodel of the Plainfield-Guilford 
Township Public Library.

The submitted bid package will be received until December 17th at 11:00 AM (prevailing 
local time).

Bids shall be delivered to:
Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library
1120 Stafford Rd.
Plainfield, IN 46168
Bid packages will be opened in public at the address listed above immediately after the 

posted time. All bid packages received after the above time shall be returned unopened.
All work shall be in accordance with plans, specifications, and intent prepared by
krM Architecture+, 1020 Jackson Street, Anderson, Indiana 46016 T: (765) 649-8477.
Interested parties may acquire plans and specifications in the following methods:
As printed or electronic download plans and specifications through Eastern Engineering 
https://distribution.easternengineering.com/View/MultiPlanroomJobList.aspx
A one hundred percent (100%) labor and materials performance bond will be required of 

the successful bidder. 
A five percent (5%) bid security in the form of an acceptable bid bond or certified check 

shall be submitted with all bids. Bonds shall be payable to the Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library.

Each bidder will be required to comply with all applicable equal employment opportunity 
laws and regulations of the United States of America and the State of Indiana. 

Any contract to be entered into shall contain provisions of non- discrimination by 
contractor in the hiring and employment as set forth and the equal employment opportunity 
provisions as required by the regulations of The United States of America and The State of 
Indiana. 

All bids shall be executed on the Indiana form 96 bid form which is included in the 
specification manual. 

A pre-bid meeting will take place at 10 am on December 3rd, 2019. Meet in 2nd floor 
Meeting room. All bidders are encouraged to attend.

Additional bidding requirements are contained in the Project Manual.

By John Chapin

In the last ICON 
issue, we discussed the value of ever-
green hollies in landscapes. 

Cultivars of another species of na-
tive holly, Ilex verticillata, although 
deciduous, are every bit as gorgeous 
during winter. Unlike evergreen hol-
lies, they can be planted in full sun. 

Commonly called winterberry, this 
holly is also known as black alder, cor-
alberry, and Michigan holly. Extremely 
hardy to Zone 3 (Central Indiana is 
located in Zones 5b and 6a), the im-
pressive displays of bright red berries 
begin to color in October, but really 
show off after the leaves fall. 

The berries persist for weeks, even 
months, are without rival in winter 
landscapes and eventually become 
late winter food for birds. Among the 
best cultivars of the dozens available 
are those developed by the late Rob-
ert Simpson of Simpson Nurseries in 
Vincennes, Ind. 

In addition to red-berried variet-
ies, some winterberry varieties have 
pink, orange, yellow or gold berries. 
Winterberries typically grow 5 feet, 8 
inches tall in 10 years, but can easily 
be pruned to any height. They are ex-
cellent for mass effect, shrub borders, 

water sides, even thriving in seasonal 
standing water. 

Like all hollies, they require a male 
plant, one for every three or four 
females planted within a few yards, 
to fertilize the female flowers. (The 

nursery or garden center will match 
the proper male plant with your va-
riety.) 

The most readily available varieties 
in Central Indiana are Winter Red Bon-
fire, Goblin, Red Sprite and Sparkle-
berry. Male pollinators include South-
ern Gentleman and Jim Dandy, both 
developed by Simpson Nursery. 

Winterberries are tolerant of our 
local clay soils, but like all plants, defi-
nitely appreciate being planted in soils 
enriched with organic matter such 
as bagged compost (especially those 
that are peat-based) mixed two-to-one 
with the existing soil, then mulched. 

The best fruit set is on plants grow-
ing in full sun, but winterberries toler-
ate partial shade. Since our soils are 
usually alkaline, adding composted 
peat or an annual feeding of a spe-
cially formulated fertilizer for acid-
loving plants will prevent yellowing 
of leaves. 

Happy Gardening!

GARDENING

REAL ESTATE AUCTION 
3205 N High School Rd, Indianapolis

1586 SQUARE FEET 
3 BEDROOMS • 1 FULL BATH 

STONE PATIO • FENCING • MINI BARN 
3 CAR DETACHED GARAGE 

0.54 ACRE CORNER LOT

Auction Date:  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST – 10:00 A.M 

For more information visit our website: www.lawsonandco.com

Owner:  Wilbur H. Shortridge Jr. Revocable Trust
Guardian: Mary Kovacik

Attorney: Dori Brauman, Brownsburg, IN

Jack Lawson  Brandon Lawson 
 AU01000629      AU19300138      AH20100007

1280 E. MAIN STREET • DANVILLE, INDIANA 46122
(317)745-6404 • FAX (317) 745-7810

Open House:
Tuesday, December 17th

4:00 to 6:00 p.m.
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Let Christmas remind you how  
God is working in your life

DEVOTIONAL

Alex Hershey is the pastor of The 
Branches Church in Plainfield. 
Contact him at alex.hershey@
iamthebranches.com or  
Twitter @alexhershey.

By Pastor  
Alex Hershey

Listening to Christmas music and 
watching TV specials and movies are 
some of my favorite parts of Christ-
mastime. They just put me in a really 
good mood. There is always a sense of 
hope in the lyrics and message.

Many of us grind through the year. 
We hit the good, the bad and the ugly 
moments headon, and we can get 
beat down. 

If you’re like me, by the end of the 
year, you feel ready to be reminded of 
the hope Christ has for us.

Christmas can bring a new perspec-
tive when we decorate the tree and 
find a pipe cleaner ornament our kid 
made when they were in preschool 
or a decoration passed down from a 
loved one. All of a sudden, all the feels 
flood in, reminding us of the many 
blessings in life. 

Christ came to this world in the 
midst of darkness, when despair had 

become normal. The moment this 
baby was conceived, however, the 
world began to change. Light was 
about to break free and hope was 
about to reign in and on this world. 

We can feel as if hope is lost and 
darkness is all around us. But Christmas 
is the reminder that Jesus is the light 
of the world and brings us hope. This is 
something I do not want to miss, and I 
do not want you to miss it, either.  

This season you can continue to 
keep your head down and do the 
daily grind. Or, you can choose to look 

around and see how God is work-
ing in both little and big things in 
your life. If you do this, I believe you 
will see not only the great love God 
has for you, but you will experience a 
miracle this season.

God brings hope, new life, and 
great love!

This Christmas, allow for your heart 
and soul to be warmed by the miracle 
of Jesus. See how he is working in 
your life this season. 

“May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.” —Ro-
mans 15:13

Merry Christmas to you!
Lifelong residents 

of Hendricks County

Joe & Angie Pritchett
Pritchett Property Group 

Joe 317-445-2197
Angie 317-945-6001

www.pritchettpropertygroup.com

Our philosophy is simple: clients 
come first. We don’t measure 
success through achievements 
or awards but through the 
satisfaction of our clients.

Call today to 
find your  

new home!

Our family helping  
    your family

 Real Estate Professionals

Nationally ranked expertise for your back and neck pain.
Back pain can come on suddenly in varying locations and intensity. 
By combining leading edge therapies and a coordinated team of experts, 
we’ll develop your treatment plan specifi cally for you. And since we’re close by, 
getting the care you need has never been more convenient.

Stop losing  sleep over 
 your back and neck pain.

©2019 IUHealth

Schedule a
NECK OR BACK PAIN

CONSULTATION

For details, call
317.217.BACK (2225)

or visit
iuhealth.org/spine

If you’re like me, by the 
end of the year, you feel 
ready to be reminded of 

the hope Christ has for us.
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Avon’s Nikki Ford embodies the spirit of giving all year round
Compiled by Catherine Myers

Nikki Ford embodies the values of acting as a 
public servant, and she has worked diligently to 
instill those values in her children. 

The Avon resident was raised most of her life 
as an Oriole, graduating from Avon High School 
in 1993, followed by a degree in education from 
Indiana State. She has worked with the Indiana 
Department of Child Services since 2008, first as a 
Hendricks County case manager, next supervisor 
and currently as data director.

Ford has five children, three AHS graduates and 
two current sophomores. 

Her volunteer efforts have led her to positions 
in Hendricks County organizations including Cub 
Scouts cub master and den leader, Relay for Life 
entertainment chair, Avon Education Foundation 
secretary, Avon Community Heritage Festival volun-
teer and committee member, Prevent Child Abuse 
Hendricks County member, classroom volunteer 
in children’s schools and Project A.N.G.E.L. where 
served as vice president and then president for two 
years, following in her late mother’s footsteps.

She currently is involved Mental Health Amer-
ica of Hendricks County, and recently started a 
group within the organization she hopes to make 

a nonprofit called Golden Day Society; Rita Hod-
son’s Foundation of Service in honor of her late 
mother.

Because of her life of service, Ford was recently 
awarded the Jefferson Award that recognizes 
those who serve others.

“This was very humbling considering commu-
nity service is something I was raised to believe 
should be a part of life and part of living in a 
community,” Ford said. “I enjoy being able to give 
back to my community and developing relation-
ships within the organizations I have been able 
to serve.” 

What do you consider your greatest 
virtue? Hope. I try to never lose hope 
— in people, in the future, in the 
good in the world.

What do you most deplore in 
others?  Selfishness.

What do you like most about 
living in Hendricks County? 
It is home. I love being able to 
run into friends, past class-
mates and parents of class-
mates. It helps our growing 
area still seem small. It has 
also been a great place for 
me to raise my children.

If you had to live elsewhere 
than in Hendricks County, 
where would it be? Since my 
fiancé has a home in Ladoga 
that we will be moving to in a 
couple years, I would have to say 
Montgomery County. If I had to 
choose some place completely ran-
dom, I think I would choose Barcelona, but 
just for a bit. I would miss Indiana!

If you could begin life over, what would you 
change? I cannot think of anything I would 
change. I would, however, enjoy “the little” mo-
ments. I have learned those are what become the 
memories, and I believe life is all about making 
memories as much as you can. 

If money were no issue, how would you spend 
it? My quick answer was building a rec center 
that provides meals as well as educational needs, 
mental health, physical and dental care to any-
one. However, with further thought of money 
being NO issue, I am going to dream way bigger. 
I would travel the world learning about many 
different cultures. I would love to fund ministries 
where they are needed and build the “rec centers” 
all over the world. There they would be taught 
to love one another while respecting the cultural 

values and faith of the communities 
where they were being built.

What makes you happiest? See-
ing my kids and nieces and neph-

ews happy and hearing their 
laughter, pretty much hearing 

anyone laugh is the best! The 
wonder in a child’s eyes at 
Christmas also makes me 
happy. Singing loudly while 
driving with the radio blar-
ing, staring into a night sky 

full of stars and a full moon 
and just knowing that the God 

who created all of that also 
created me also brings me so 

much joy.

What is your favorite vaca-
tion spot? I love the beaches 
of Mexico but also the beauty 
of Kauai and the history and 

just welcoming feelings that 
I felt while visiting Dublin and 

Barcelona.

What do you do with idle time? Honestly, 
I binge Netflix.

What is it that makes you angry? People treat-
ing others unfairly without understanding what 
they may be going through or truly listening to 
someone because they may have a different view. 
Different views make us human. How boring 
would the world be if we all thought exactly the 
same?

What do you do to escape from reality? I take 
a walk in the woods or plan a random big dream 
even if I know it probably won’t happen.

What or who is the greatest love of your life? 
My kids.

Which living person in Hendricks County do 
you most admire? I have two, and I can’t choose 
just one. One raised me as his own daughter from 

the time I was 7, and the other was a role model 
when I attended Avon High School, and as an 
adult, she became a mentor that I am honored 
to call a friend. Both Don Hodson and Pam Lyons 
have many of the same qualities, which causes 
me to admire them. They both give to others 
many times without thought of themselves. 

What is your greatest extravagance? Delivery 
services – food, clothes, Amazon. 

What are your fears, phobias? I think any par-
ent’s fear is something happening to their child. 
Beyond that I hate bridges.

What has been the happiest time of your life? 
Without a doubt raising my kids and being able 
to do so with the help of my parents. If I were to 
pinpoint a moment in time, it would be our family 
cruise in 2012. It was the last family vacation with 
all 15 of us before my mom died, and we all had 
the most perfect time. 

Which talent would you most like to possess? I 
would LOVE to be able to sing. I pretend I can sing 
now, but it is extremely painful for my friends and 
family. Or write, I think it would be awesome to 
be a writer and have people read all about char-
acters that you created and gave “life.”

What do you most value in your friends? Hon-
esty and loyalty.

Which historical figure do you most identify 
with? Ruth from biblical times. Her faith, trust in 
God, along with the loyalty to her family, was her 
guide through life. 

What is your greatest regret? Not finishing grad 
school. I was an internship away from getting my 
school counseling degree in 2008, but my career 
at the time did not allow me to take time away for 
an internship. 

What tenet do you live by? One I have strived to 
live my entire adult life that was instilled in me by 
my parents is service to others. I try to live my life 
by the bible verse “love one another.” 
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GIVE THE GIFT  
THAT LASTS  
ALL YEAR

INDIANA STATE PARKS   |  Memories made naturally.

$50 Annual Entrance Permit 
$25 Golden Hoosier Passport
(residents who are 65 years and older)  
Providing family fun 365 days a year. 
(admits 1 car) 

$99 Holiday  
Gift Pack

Includes:
• 2020 entrance permit
• Your choice of an Inn Lodging 

gift card, or a Camping card 
$65 value

• 1 yr subscription to  
Outdoor Indiana magazine

 You save $31

Available until 12/31/19

0000AEP0000001

ANNUAL 
ENTRANCE 

PERMIT
ANNUAL 

ENTRANCE 
PERMIT

Celebrating 100 years at Clifty Falls State Park

2020
GOLDEN  HOOSIERPASSPORT

Celebrating 100 years at Clifty Falls State Park

Authorized Signature

0000GHP0000001

GOLDEN HOOSIERPASSPORT
Indiana State Park Inns

$25 and up
Inn Gift Cards 

$25 and up
Camp Gift Cards 

Sweet Deal:  
Use the gift card during our  
2 nights for 1 special at our  
7 locations this winter.

Camping 
Gift Card

1-866-6CAMPIN 
(1-866-622-6746) 
www.CAMP.IN.gov

Order online at shopINstateparks.com  
or by calling 1∙877∙LODGES 1

STATE PARKS

32 parks, 7 hotels, unlimited fun!32 parks, 7 hotels, unlimited fun!

(1-877-563-4371)


