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$100DASH

MODEL                                 PROMOTION*

RAPTOR, RAPTOR LIMITED

RAPTOR SD, SDX & FLIP-UP

FASTRAK

$200
$300
$400

OFF

OFF

OFF

OFF

HOLIDAY
DEALS

*Offer valid on the DASH, RAPTOR, RAPTOR LIMITED, RAPTOR SD. RAPTOR SDX RAPTOR FLIP-UP and FASTRAK
product lines. Offer valid on eligible products lines on units retailed between 11/29/19 and 12/25/19.

May NOT be used in conjunction with other promotions unless otherwise stated.

Nov. 29 - Dec. 25, 2019
STARTS BLACK FRIDAY

716 W. Main St., Plainfield, IN 46168 
(317) 839-2448 | www.plainfieldequipment.com 
Mon-Fri, 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. | Sat, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m
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Season’s greetings to you from all 
of us at the Hendricks County ICON! 
It seems as though we just put to 
bed last year’s Gifts section, yet here 
we are finalizing the 2019 edition. 
Time speeds right along while we’re 
having fun, right? And fun should be 
one of the components of the holi-
day season, we believe. (Leave room 
for reverence, remembrance, nostal-
gia and other feelings triggered by 
and at this time of year.) 

So, as the song goes, “Oh, what 
fun … .” 

We took a look at several possibili-
ties for the theme of this year’s sec-
tion, and “handmade” kept bubbling 
to the surface. The cover illustration 
by Zach Ross, our designer, captures 
exactly that idea. Our favorite foodie, 
Faith Tool, sallied forth to find unique 
gift items made by hand, and there is 
something for everyone. 

The elements you have grown 
fond of through the years of the Gifts 
section still are packaged inside. We 
tell you where to find Santa, what’s 
happening in your community 
and where you may go ice skating, 
among other pursuits. We also help 
you get to know your community 
neighbors by pulling back the cur-
tains on their holiday traditions and 
memories. 

In addition, you’ll find chefs’ 
menus and ingredients to their reci-
pes as well as a load of what we call 
“didjas” – as in “did ja know?” – lots 
of holiday factoids that we believe 
you’ll find to be of interest and/or 
note. Did someone mention fun? 

We sincerely thank our advertisers 
for their participation that allows us 
to publish this annual special sec-
tion, and we thank you for reading it. 

More than anything, though, we 
hope for you and yours a safe, whole 
and fulfilling holiday season.

editorial@icontimes.com 

The ICON is asking you, our read-
ers, to send your most beautiful and 
best tasting pastry recipes our way. If 
you’re reading this, the competition 
has begun. 

From now to Dec. 10, we are ac-
cepting recipes. Finalists will be cho-
sen and will have their recipes judged 
by our very own foodie, Faith Toole, 
who compiles Faith on Food. For this 
portion of the contest, finalists must 
bring a small portion of their pastry 
to the ICON office, 5252 E. Main St., 
Avon, IN 46123, for Faith to sample. 
Faith will make her final choice, and 
the winner, in addition to having his/
her recipe featured in an upcoming 
edition of ICON, will receive a gift 
card.
Here’s what we need from you:
•	 Your name
•	 An email address or phone number 

where you can reached

•	 Your town of residence 
•	 The full recipe for the item in 

which you choose to enter (in-
gredients and measurements, 
directions, etc.) 

•	  How to enter: Send your in-
formation and recipe to to Lyla 
Turner at Lyla@icontimes.com 
before Dec. 10. 

To our readers ICON kicks off  
holiday pastry contest 

HareHonda
8693 US 36 Rockville Rd, Avon | 317.272.1000 | HareHonda.com

12% OFF MSRP*
This Friday (Nov. 29) and Saturday (Nov. 30) only.

Our biggest Happy Honda Day’s sale ever.  
Just look at the MSRP of any remaining 2019 new 

Honda and deduct 12%.
It doesn’t get any easier and more transparent.  

This sale will definitely end at 6 pm on 11/30/2019.
*Prior sales excluded, excludes 2019 Civic Type-R and 2020 models.



4 November 26, 2019
Hendricks County ICON
myhcicon.com Gifts 2019

Stitched with care
Plainfield nurse practitioner starts quilting business in time for holidays

By Lindsay Doty

Comfortably seated at her gi-
ant quilting machine at her home 
in Plainfield,  Korissa Thomason 
stitches away at a cozy bedspread.

“I have a dedicated quilting room 
with a 14-foot machine so I can do 
anything. A California King,” the 
owner of  owner of Modern Edge 
Quilting said with excitement.

The longtime nurse practitioner 
launched her quilting business this 
year after enjoying the hobby for 
more than two decades. 

Thomason has always loved 
stitching. She was the nurse who 
handcrafted boxes of baby boo-
ties for pint-sized newborns at the 
NICU or the friend quilting mem-
ory blankets out of baby onesies 
worn by now-grown tots.

“I was doing a lot of baby quilts 
for friends and things,” she said. “I 
would have a friend of a friend ask 
me, ‘Can you take my babies clothes 
and make them into a quilt?’”

The answer was always yes. 
“It’s super calming,” she said. 

“Quilting in is my therapy.” 
At 54, she decided to take her 

passion to the next level.
“I’m at the age where I’m getting 

ready to retire, but I’m not quite 
there, so this is something that I’ve 
always dreamed of doing,” she said.

Thomason runs Modern Edge 

Korissa Thomason, owner of Modern Edge Quilting, does hand quilting demonstrations at her booth at the recent 
Holiday Craft Show at the Hendricks County fairgrounds. She makes unique quilts and projects out of her home 
and recently launched her business after decades as a hobbyist. (Photo by Faith Toole)

Quilting out of her home and on-
line Etsy shop. She finds her clients 
through word of mouth.

This holiday season, she’s 

“Quilting has changed a lot.  
Now there’s this modern flair to it. 
There are bright colors and super 

happy young quilting people.”

–Korissa Thomason

getting her name out there by par-
ticipating in events like the recent 
annual Holiday Craft Show at the 
Hendricks County Fairgrounds. 

At her booth, Thomason demon-
strated hand quilting and English 
paper piecing, a technique that 
involves stabilizing fabric around 
a shape before sewing together an 
intricate design.

“People would stop by and say, 
‘What exactly do you do?’ I would 
show them different examples,” 
she said.

Thomason learned to hand quilt 
from her late grandmother who 
would stitch together warm quilts 
from scraps of old fabric. Through 
the years, Thomason upgraded to a 
modern quilting machine to make 

things bigger and took notice of 
the near-dizzying mix of colors and 
fabrics available. 

“Quilting has changed a lot,” 
she said with a laugh about the 
new generation of quilters. “Now 
there’s this modern flair to it. There 
are bright colors and super happy 
young quilting people.” Thomason, 
who still does consulting work for 
wound care as a nurse practitioner, 
now pursues her two loves — car-
ing for others and making them a 
quilt to love.

“I don’t feel like I’m working at 
all,” she said. “I just do stuff I love.”

Modern Edge Quilting
Modernedgequilting.etsy.com

Contact Korissa Thomason
(317) 753-7157
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In the Kitchen

By Lindsay Doty

The holiday season can mean lots of parties, hosting and eating. 
Sometimes planning the perfect holiday meal can be daunting:  What to 

make, A good side, and what about dessert? 
To gather some inside knowledge for the biggest food holidays of 

the year, we asked a squad of chefs and restaurant insiders from across 
Hendricks County to send us their personal preferences on holiday eats. 
Bon Appetit!

Rob Ecker
Owner of Rusted Silo Southern  
BBQ & Brew House
Lizton

What’s your idea of the perfect 
Christmas dinner?
Roasted beet salad with goat 
cheese, arugula and pistachio 
vinaigrette 
Garlic crusted prime rib 
Bacon baked cabbage
Celery Root mashed yukon gold 
potatoes
Lemon ice box pie
Henry McKenna old fashioned

A main dish recipe to share:
Prime rib
•  12-15 pound Prime Certified Angus 

Beef brand rib roast
•  Mirepoix (French cuisine Holy 

Trinity)
• 4 cups diced sweet onion
• 2 cups sliced celery sticks
• 2 cups sliced carrot coins 
•  2 cups diced roma tomatoes (not 

technically Mirepoix, but useful on 
this recipe)

• 4 cups puréed fresh garlic
• 1 cup kosher salt
• 1/2 cup cracked black pepper
• 4 egg whites, lightly whipped 

Oven: Preheat to 450° F
Crust: Fold garlic, salt and pepper 
into the lightly whipped egg whites 
and mix until well blended. 

Prime rib: *Allow to sit at room tem-
perature for 1 hour prior to cooking.* 
•  Using paper towel, pat the roast 

down, soaking up any remaining 
moisture. Place the roast in a bak-
ing dish on top of the cut mire-
poix. Thoroughly coat the entire 
rib roast with the garlic crust en-
suring an even thickness covering 
the meat. 

•  Place the roast in the preheated 
oven for 20 minutes and then re-
duce the heat to 350° F. Cook the 
roast for about 15 minutes per 
pound or until the center most 
portion of the roast reaches 120°F, 
for a rare center, approximately 
3-3.5 hours. 

•  Remove the roast from the oven 
and let rest in the baking dish for 
20 minutes. 

•  Pour off the pan drippings and 
skim the excess fat off the top. 
Adjust the seasoning of the drip-
pings and serve along with the 
roast (au jus). 

3480 N. State Road 267 | 317.858.8440
Conveniently located between on SR 267 Avon and Brownsburg

20% OFF *

on any one Gift Shop item*!

*Offer valid now through 12/22/19 on one in-stock Gift Shop item, while supplies last, 
no rainchecks, not to be combined with any other offers or promotions, excludes fresh 
greens, cut trees, arrangements, live plants and consignment. Must present coupon.

Visit FrazeeGardens.com/HC-Icon
for a full list of holiday events and a special 

reward for new Email Rewards members!

The “Crazy Frazee Christmas Tree” is loaded with fun and unique ornaments, and 
starting at just $5.99, they make the perfect gift for anyone on your list.

76522
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In the Kitchen
Tony Hill
Co-owner of Dawson’s Too
Brownsburg 

What’s your idea of the perfect 
Christmas dinner?
Roasted pork loin topped with  
pork gravy
Roasted potatoes and carrots
Broccoli salad
Bread pudding

A dessert recipe to share:
Kitchen manager Matt Hefty’s 
bread pudding 
•  2 sticks of butter (melted)
•  2-1/2 loaves of white bread (cut 

into 2 x 2 pieces)
•  Combine and set aside
•  2 cups of heavy cream   
•  8 cups of whole milk
•  1 cup of brown sugar
•  1/2 cup white sugar
•  1-1/2 teaspoons of vanilla extract
•  1-1/2 teaspoons of ground 

cinnamon
•  6 raw, whole eggs beaten
•  1 cup of Craisins
•  1-1/2 cups of white chocolate chips

Preheat oven to 325°F
Grease pan
In stock pot, add heavy cream, milk 
and brown sugar
Add vanilla and ground cinnamon 
and bring to a simmer. Remove 
from heat.
Slowly whisk into above mixture: 6 
beaten eggs
Add bread and butter mixture to 
stock pot and mix well.
Add Craisins and white chocolate 
chips, mix well
Pour into greased pan 
Baked covered for 45 min to 1 hour
Uncover and bake for 30 minutes 
or until toothpick comes out clean.

Bread Pudding Sauce
•  2 cups of Heavy Cream
•  ½ cup cream cheese
•  ½  cup of brown sugar
•  2 tablespoons white sugar
•  1- 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
•  1/4 cup of Bailey’s Irish Cream 

(optional)
1. Add ingredients to a stock pot 
and bring to a simmer and stir 
constantly until smooth

2. Remove from heat and let 
cool quickly

1019 East Main Street 
Plainfield IN 46168
Phone 317.837.1755
Mon-Tue-Thu: 11am - 8pm

Fri: 11am - 6pm
Sat: 11am - 5pm

See uS for your  
holiday gift wiSh liSt!

Buy a guitar & get a free leSSon!

5197 Fairway Drive • Avon, Indiana 46123
(317) 745-6448

Young Adult (18-35) ���������������������������������� $900
Young Adult Couple (18-35)  ����������������� $1,200
Single ������������������������������������������������������ $1,700
Senior ������������������������������������������������������ $1,400
Couple ����������������������������������������������������� $2,000
Senior Couple ����������������������������������������� $1,800
Family ����������������������������������������������������� $2,000

 Additional Perks of Membership:
10% discount on all soft goods in the golf shop  

and prepared food items in Bar & Grill
20% discount on room rental for events  

hosted in banquet space
Receive guest rate at these Cohoat & O’Neal properties:

Prairie View (Carmel), Wood Wind (Westfield), Harrison 
Hills Golf Club (Attica), The Golf Club at the Pointe 

(Bloomington), and Elwood Golf Links (Elwood).

Early Bird Rates available 
through December 20th
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CHRISTMAS
STARS

DECEMBER 7,  2018    •    6  PM

Parade Route: Starts at Brown
Elementary to Stadium Dr., left
on College Ave., right on
Eastern Ave., left on Main St.,
right on Green Street to parade
end at Arbuckle Acres Park.
Visit our Facebook page for a
parade map.
 
Tree lighting, music and photos
with Santa Claus at Town Hall
30 minutes after parade.

UNDER THE 

DECEMBER 7
6 PM

PARADE • TREE LIGHTING •
MUSIC BY STARLIGHT VOICES • 

PHOTOS WITH SANTA CLAUS

In the Kitchen
Ann Mason
Owner of The Mason Inn
Pittsboro

What’s your idea of the perfect 
Christmas dinner?
Prime rib with blue cheese horse-
radish on the side
Oyster dressing
Nicoise salad
Mashed potatoes with gravy
Roasted carrots
Grilled asparagus
Pecan pie
Pumpkin pie

Appetizer recipe to share:
Oyster dressing 
Directions: Preheat oven to 350°F.
To make the cornbread, combine all 
ingredients and pour into a greased 
shallow baking dish. Bake for ap-
proximately 20 to 25 minutes. Re-
move from oven and let cool.

To make the dressing, crumble dried 
white bread slices, cornbread and 
crackers. Mix together and set aside.
Saute chopped celery and onion in 
butter until transparent, approxi-
mately 5-10 minutes. Pour over 
cornbread mixture.
Add stock, mix well and add salt, 
pepper, sage and poultry season-
ing. Add beaten eggs and mix well. 
Add oysters and mix. Pour into a 
greased pan. Bake for about 45 
minutes.

Ingredients
Cornbread:
•  1 cup self rising cornmeal 
•  1/2 cup self-rising flour
•  3/4 cup buttermilk
•  2 eggs 
•  2 tablespoons vegetable oil

Dressing:
•  7 slices white bread, dried in 

warm oven 
•  1 sleeve saltine crackers 
•  2 cups chopped celery 
•  1 large onion, chopped
•  8 tablespoons butter 
•  2 cups chicken stock 
•  1 teaspoon salt
•  1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black 

pepper
•  1 teaspoon dried sage 
•  1 tablespoon poultry seasoning
•  6 eggs, beaten
•  2 pints or 1 quart oysters, drained 

Erin Ashley Dunn
Manager, Black Swan Brewpub 
Plainfield

What’s your idea of the perfect 
Christmas dinner?
Spiral glazed ham
Pommes aligot
Broccoli salad, 
Parmesan brussel sprouts, 
Turkey gravy and mashed potatoes,
Freshly made rolls with honey 
butter 
Key lime pie 

A cocktail recipe to share:
Black Swan Brewpub’s  
Beer-Nog Martini
1.25 oz. Vanilla vodka

1.25 oz. Black Swan Cream Stout
3 oz. Eggnog

Shake and strain into a chilled mar-
tini glass and top with nutmeg.
For fun, I drizzle caramel or choco-
late syrup into the glass before 
pouring.
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PLAINFIELD  
SHOOTING SUPPLIES
Bigger and better than 
our long-time location, 

we have the best 
selection at great prices.

COME CHECK OUT OUR WIDE SELECTION OF 
FIREARMS  --  RELOADING SUPPLIES

AMMUNITION  --  FIREARMS ACCESSORIES

Coupon expires 12/31/19. Coupon has no value. 

10% OFF
on all used guns and  

all accessories up to $200

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU
Plainfield Shooting Supplies

2605 E. Main St. ǀ  Suite 120 ǀ  Plainfield, IN 46168
Located behind Arby’s off US 40, next to Speedway Auto 

Parts and Burlington Coat Factory

HOURS OF 
OPERATION

Monday-Friday | 9am-6pm
Saturday | 9am-5pm
317-839-6095

www.plainfieldshootingsupplies.com   

In the Kitchen
Jennifer & Ryan Rash
Owners, Clayton Cafe
Clayton 

What’s your perfect Christmas 
morning meal?
Two casseroles. A savory and sweet. 
Egg bake and a French toast cinna-
mon roll casserole.  

Morning recipe to share:  
Breakfast casserole
•  1/2–1 pound sausage
•  1 package crescent rolls
•  1 cup cheddar cheese, shredded
•  5 eggs
•  1/4 cup milk
•  1 teaspoon oregano or rosemary
•  1/2 teaspoon salt
•  1/4 teaspoon pepper

Preheat oven to 400°F.
Place a skillet over medium heat 
and add the sausage. Break up the 
sausage as it cooks, letting it brown 
completely.

Unroll the crescent rolls and spread 
them out in the bottom of a 9×13 
pan, pressing the seams together to 
make one large sheet of dough.
Spread the sausage over the dough.
Sprinkle the cheese on top of the 
sausage.
In a medium bowl, whisk the eggs 
with the milk, oregano or rosemary, 
salt and pepper. Pour the egg mix-
ture over the top of the casserole.
Bake for 15-20 minutes until crust 
is golden and the eggs are set.

Jinayla Bollman &  
Judy Sexton
Co-owners, Bread Basket  
Cafe & Bakery  
Danville

What’s your idea of the perfect 
Christmas dinner?
It’s all about the sides on my plate! 
I love having a colorful variety to 
feast on.
Green beans simply seasoned with 
salt, pepper, olive oil, and oregano
Fresh cranberry sauce made with 
whole oranges; the peel adds so 
much dimension to each bite
Decadent mashed potatoes
Stuffing with a heavy measure of 
fresh parsley
Roasted brussel sprouts with just a 
light drizzle of maple syrup
Freshly-baked rolls, of course.
And a fresh veggie and olive tray 
for munching while I’m waiting on 
dinner to cook.

Condiment recipe to share:
Herb Mayo
•  2 cups mayonnaise
• 1 teaspoon dried parsley
• 1 teaspoon dried oregano
• 1 teaspoon dried basil
• 1 teaspoon dried thyme
Mix together for the perfect com-
pliment to your leftover turkey for 
a sandwich. Slather it on along with 
leftover cranberry sauce on a great 
wheat bread, or use leftover rolls to 
make sliders.
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In the Kitchen

Logan & Ryan Freeland
Owner, Uptown Cafe
North Salem

What’s your idea of the perfect 
Christmas dinner?
Apple cider mimosa 
Ham and cheddar pinwheels
Turkey with sweet peach and 
horseradish glaze
Sweet potato casserole with pecan 
crunch
Oyster dressing
Mashed potatoes with turkey gravy
Blueberry swirl cheesecake 

A dessert recipe to share:
Blueberry swirl cheesecake 
•  1 1/2 cups fresh blueberries
•  1/4 cup sugar
•  1 tablespoon lemon juice
•  2 teaspoons cornstarch
•  1 tablespoon cold water
Crust:
•  1 cup graham cracker crumbs 

(about 16 squares)
•  2 tablespoons sugar
•  2 tablespoons butter, melted

Filling:
•  3 packages (8 ounces each) cream 

cheese, softened
•  1 cup sugar
•  1 cup sour cream
•  2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
•  2 teaspoons of vanilla extract 
•  4 large eggs, lightly beaten

In a small saucepan, combine the 
blueberries, sugar and lemon juice. 
Cook and stir over medium heat for 
5 minutes or until the berries are 
softened. Combine cornstarch and 
water until smooth; stir into the 
blueberry mixture. Bring to a boil; 
cook and stir for 2 minutes or until 
thickened. Remove from heat; cool 
to room temperature. Transfer to 
a blender; cover and process until 
smooth. Set aside.
For crust, in a small bowl combine 
the crumbs and sugar; stir in but-
ter. Press onto the bottom of a 
greased 9-inch springform pan. 
Place pan on a baking sheet. Bake 
at 350° for 10 minutes. Cool on a 
wire rack.

In a large bowl, beat cream cheese 
and sugar until smooth. Beat in the 
sour cream, flour and vanilla. Add 
eggs; beat on low speed just until 
combined. Pour filling over crust. 
Drizzle with 3 tablespoons blue-
berry mixture; cut through batter 
with a knife to swirl.
Return pan to baking sheet. Bake at 
350° for 40-45 minutes or until cen-
ter is almost set. Cool on a wire rack 
for 10 minutes. Carefully run a knife 
around the edge of the pan to loosen; 
cool 1 hour longer. Refrigerate over-
night. Serve with remaining blueberry 
sauce. Refrigerate leftovers.

Gus Dagres
Owner of Opa 
Avon

What’s your idea of the perfect 
Christmas dinner?
Greek salad with romaine lettuce, 
onions, feta, tomatoes, dill, and ol-
ive oil
Lamb chop combo, moussaka, 
homemade meatballs with shrimp 
pasta
Galaktoboureko (Greek custard) 
Make everything from scratch and 
use fresh ingredients.
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Milk & Honey
111 S Vine St., Plainfield 

(317) 406-3955
Macaroons with flavors including 

cookies & cream, espresso and 
white chocolate cranberry 

$3.20-$38.40
Daily assortments and custom orders

Bisque Barn
9778 E. U.S. Highway 36, Avon 

(317) 426-4319
$26-$90 

Classes and gift certificates 
available 

HeNdrICKS COuNty gIftS

By these 
hands

Compiled by Faith Toole

With holiday shopping season 
kicking into full swing this week, 
make sure you shop small for treats 
and treasures to wrap up for your 
loved ones. 

From tasty macaroons at Milk & 
Honey Bakery to artsy treasurers 
at Gallery on the Square to hand-
crafted signs at Norelu or unique 
outfits from one of the cute bou-
tiques, Hendricks County shops 
have something for everyone. 

Check out this sampling of op-
tions for everyone on your list, in-
cluding your four-legged friends.

Schakolad Chocolate
351 Marketplace Mile, Unit 160, 

Plainfield 
(317) 838-0830

$16 and up. Wine bottle, $15 and up. 
Shipping available and custom 

orders welcomed.

Rusted Silo Southern BBQ & Brew 
House 

411 N. State St., Lizton 
(317) 994-6145

Handmade sauces 
$5.50 

Turning Clay Pottery
49 S. Jefferson St., Brownsburg 

(317) 456-5223
$8-$25 or $100 month membership 

Pittsboro Candle 
20 E. Main Street, Pittsboro

USA soy hand poured candles 
$16-$4 

pittsborocandlecompany.com 

Norelu
Hand-crafted signs  

103 W. Main St., Lizton
$23-$55 

norelu.com

Ice cream,  
cupcakes,  

coffee...
IT’S A TRIPLE TREAT!

We bake our cakes and 
cupcakes and roast our  

coffee in our store.

We freeze your “Nice” cream  
right before your eyes with a  

cold blast of nitrogen

2481 E Main St Suite 190, 
Plainfield, IN 46168  

(317) 742-7858

15% 
OFF  
purchase 

through 1/31/20

Come see us this  
holiday season!
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Sunrise Peak Creations
Brownsburg 

Etched reusable containers and more
$20-$40.09

SunrisePeakCreations@gmail.com 
Facebook: Sunrise Peak Creations

Nelson Jewelers
Custom jewelry designs

$1,500 and up
22 E. Main St, Brownsburg

(317) 852-2306
Gift certificates available

HeNdrICKS COuNty gIftS

Avon’s Premier Gun Store
Large New and Used Inventory

copperheadridgefirearms.com
Hours: M-S 10 am - 7pm 

Closed Sundays
180 N. Avon Ave, Suite 230

317-268-6695

$35 GUN  
CLEANINGS  

Price is per firearm
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HeNdrICKS 
COuNty gIftS

The Gathering Together
147 N. Center St.

Plainfield, IN 46168
thegatheringtogether.org

Saturday, December 7th, 2019, 
from 10 a.m.–3p.m.

Sunday, December 8th, 2019, 
from 12 p.m.–3p.m.

• Annual catch-up with friends, familes, and supporters

• Beautiful Traditional & Contemporay Wreaths,  
Trees & Table Décor

• ...And The Shop Next Door with a plethora of great gifts!

• Teacher’s Gifts

• Stocking Stuffers

• Raffle

• Children’s Gift Nook

• Famous Cookie Walk

• All-New Silent Auction

Kelly McNulty, artist 
Jewelry

Gallery on the Square
51 S. Washington St., Danville 

(317) 386-3111 

Cardinals 2D mixed media minis 
Joan King Kisner, artist

$15
Gallery on the Square

51 S. Washington St., Danville 
(317) 386-3111 

Court House Grounds
65 S. Washington St., Danville 

(317) 563-3131 
Grandma Pete’s fruit cake  

and sweets
$3.99-$20 

Allyson Hawkins, Danville
Fairie Hill Soap, room sprays, lotions

$3-$10 
Gallery on the Square

51 S. Washington St., Danville 
(317) 386-3111 

Tammy Graham, artist 
Paw Print Art 

$15-$35 
Gallery on the Square

51 S. Washington St., Danville 
(317) 386-3111

Hot blown glass
3717 S. County Road 200 E., Clayton

(317) 987-6862
$20-$75

Classes and gift certificates 
available 
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Bread Basket Cafe & Bakery
Honey oat bread, chocolate mint baby cake, brownie cream cheese pecan 

pie, vanilla raspberry cake and shortbread houses
$6.50-$49

46 S. Tennessee, Danville 
Custom orders welcomed and gift certificates available

Paw Street Bakery
120 E. Main St., Plainfield 

(317) 406-3677
$2.95-$14.95

Pet treats. Custom orders welcomed and gift certificates available. 
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Forget-Me-Nots
Repurposed Hendricks County barn wood, home decor 

127 S. Washington St., Danville
$4.50-$15

(317) 850-8281

Ken Roberts, artist  
Metal fish sculpture, 3D mixed 

media 
$35-$325 

Gallery on the Square
51 S. Washington St., Danville 

(317) 386-3111

Itsallaboutthyme.com

It’s All About Thyme
Catering Weddings & Special Events

701 W. Main Street, Danville
(317) 513-2297 • (317) 745-6801

jan@itsallaboutthyme.com

Eva Hinnergardt, artist  
Holiday card collection 

$4.99 
Gallery on the Square

51 S. Washington St., Danville 
(317) 386-3111 

HeNdrICKS 
COuNty gIftS

Get A Jump On Your New Year’s 
Resolutions With Healthy Holiday Food 

From THE REAL FOOD SHOPPE
Maintaining a healthy or allergy-friendly lifestyle is 
difficult, and even more so around the Holidays.

Let us help you in your journey!

A natural health food and supplement store 
offering the following:

Vegan | Organic | Gluten-free | Paleo | Keto 
Beauty care | Essential Oils | CBD Oil 

Eco-friendly home and kitchen items | and more

211 W. MAIN STREET, 
PLAINFIELD, IN 46168  
Across from Plainfield City Hall

317-203-4097 LIKE US AT /REALFOODSHOPPE

FOLLOW US AT /THEREALFOODSHOPPE

Essential Oils | CBD Oil
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M-F 10am-5pm • Saturday 10-2
Special Event November 30th, 2-5: 

 Gary Varvel book signing 
December: M-F 10-5 • Sat 10-4  • Sun 12-4 

51 S Washington St, Danville, IN

Shop Danville. 
Shop art. Shop unique gifts. 

Shop with us!

did you know...
The image of Santa Claus flying his sleigh began in 

1819 and was concepted by Washington Irving, the 
same author who created The Headless Horseman.

Dutch children began the tradition of leaving out food 
and drink for St. Nicholas himself to honor him on his feast 
day. 

America’s first batch of eggnog was made in the Jamestown settlement 
in 1607. Its name comes from the word “grog,” meaning any drink made 
with rum. Non-alcoholic eggnog is popular as well.

Between the 16th and 19th centuries global temperatures 
were significantly lower than normal in what was known as a 
“little ice age.” Charles Dickens grew up during this period and 
experienced snow for his first eight Christmases. This “White 
Christmas” experience influenced his writing and began a 
tradition of expectation for the holidays.

The Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square is donated to the 
people of London every year by the people of Oslo, Norway 
in thanks for their assistance during World War II.

In 1914 during World War I there was a now famous 
Christmas truce in the trenches between the British and the 
Germans. They exchanged gifts across a neutral no man’s 
land, played football together, and decorated their shelters. 
(Read more about it in the book “Silent Night: The Story of 
the World War I Christmas Truce” by Stanley Weintraub.)

(The Fact File)
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editorial@icontimes.com

Christmas on the Square,  
Light Up Danville
4-8 p.m. Nov. 29 
On and around the Historic  
Downtown Danville Square
Santa and Mrs. Claus, roaming 
Christmas characters, a track-
less train, cookie decorating with 
help from members of the Danville 
Christian Church, a live nativity by 
Danville Methodist Church, caroling 
by the Treblemakers, eat Danville 
Fire Department’s famous chili and 
drink hot chocolate. To make the 
night even more exciting go down 
the Extreme Slide on Marion Street 
and stop for a photo at the Giant 
Snow Globe provided by Wright 
Realtors. 

Winterland Holiday Light Show 
2019, Drive-thru Christmas light 
display
Nov. 29-Dec. 28. 
Ellis Park, 600 E. Main St., Danville 
6-9 p.m. Sunday-Thursday,  
6-10 p.m. Friday-Saturday.  
Closed Christmas Day.  
Cost: $5 Monday-Thursday, $10 
Friday-Sunday. 
Santa available for photos, Friday-
Sunday through Dec. 22. 

Christmas at the Orchard
Nov. 30-Dec. 1 and Dec. 7-8
Beasley’s Orchard,  
2304 E. Main St., Danville
Step into the north pole when as the 
Old Barn Market is transformed into 
a winter wonderland. Sit on Santa’s 
lap (children can bring wish lists) 
and take photos 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Enjoy 
fruit baskets, gift boxes, samples 
and Christmas sales. Market hours: 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday, 12-5 
p.m. Sunday. (317) 745-4876,  
beasleys-orchard.com.

Santa sightings
Visit these Hendricks County spots to chat with the Jolly Old Elf

Country Harmony
721 N Green Street  
Brownsburg, In 46112 
(317) 852-8661

We hope you all have a great Thanksgiving 
and stuff yourselves. Let us help you with 

stuffing your pots with greens!

Trees, wreaths, roping & poinsettias are all here! 
Visit our Facebook page for  

extended holiday hours

Mon. - Thur.  9-6 | Fri. - Sat.  9-6 
Sunday  10-5

Santa Claus takes a rest after visiting with many children. (Photo by Faith Tool)
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Santa 
Nov. 30-Dec. 23,  
Mitch’s Incredible Ace,  
1800 E. Main St.,  Plainfield
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, 21  
12-3 p.m Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22
4-7:30 p.m. Dec. 5-6, 12-13, 16-20
12-2 p.m. Dec. 23 
Reindeer will join Santa 12-2 p.m. 
Dec. 21.
(317) 839-8410, acehardware.com

Santa visits Hendricks Power
5-8 p.m. Dec. 5  
86 N CR 500 E, Avon
Enjoy photos, cookies and hot choc-
olate, along with crafts and activi-
ties. Hendricks Power will also have 
representatives from member ser-
vices and energy advisors to answer 
billing or efficiency questions.

Avon Christmas Tree Lighting 
5:30 p.m. Dec. 7  
Avon Town Hall Park,  
6570 E. U.S. 36
Pictures with Santa, a train ride, 
crafts and fireworks. 
(317) 745-0785

Christmas Under the Stars Parade 
6 p.m. Dec. 7  
Line the streets of Brownsburg for 
the annual parade and light show. 
This year features a new parade 
route: Starts at Brown Elementary to 
Stadium Drive on College, then right 
on Eastern Avenue, left on Main 
Street and ends on Green Street 
at Arbuckle Park. Tree lighting, 
music and Santa Claus at Browns-
burg Town Hall following parade, 
61 N. Green St., Brownsburg. Free. 
Contact: Brownsburg Parks, (317) 
858-4172

The Market at Penguin Park  
Dec. 7, 14 and 21 4-7 p.m. 
Washington Township Park,  
115 S. County Rd. 575
Visit Santa in the Santa Village. 

Christmas in the Park 
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Nov. 30  
Scamahorn Park,  
80 N. Meridian St., Pittsboro
Free. See Santa 5-7 p.m., play games, 
sing with carolers, crafts for the kids 
and enjoy refreshments.

Brownsburg Lions Club Breakfast 
with Santa  
8 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Dec. 7
Arbuckle Acres Park,  
200 N. Green St., Brownsburg 
Breakfast available for purchase, $6 
adults, 6 and younger free. 

Christmas with Santa and the 
Ponies 
4-8:30 p.m. Dec. 6-7 
Strides to Success,  
1350 Terry Drive, Plainfield
Cost: $25 per family at the door.

Pictures with Santa 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Dec. 21  
Plainfield Parks & Recreation,  
651 Vestal Road, Plainfield
Capture this magical time of year 
with a picture with Santa. Children 
can share their Christmas lists with 
Santa Claus, ride on the Holiday 
Train Express, skate on an indoor 
ice skating rink and more. Free. Ice 
skates provided.
Hometown Holiday at  
Hummel Park 
12-4 p.m. Dec. 14 
Guilford Township Hummel Park,  
1500 S. Center St., Plainfield
Photos with Santa, pony rides, horse 
drawn carriage rides, train rides, live 
nativity, door prizes, cookies and co-
coa and face painting. 

Sensory Santa 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Dec. 21
Pecar Nature Center,  
5428 County Road 150 N, Avon
Sensory Santa gives children with 
special needs the opportunity to do 
activities and have their pictures 
taken and listen to a story by Mrs. 
Claus in calm, less intimidating  
environment. Register at  
washingtontwpparks.org for chil-
dren to enjoy personal time with 
Santa. Free. For information call 
(317) 745-0785.  

Santa sightings

Buy 3 cupcakes, get 

1 FREE  
Expires 12/20/19 

Satisfy Your Holiday 
Sweet Tooth! 
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events
November
28 Thursday (Thanksgiving Day) 
Gobble Gallop 5K
8 a.m. Hendricks Regional Health 
YMCA, 301 Satori Parkway, Avon. 
Event supports the annual Y cam-
paign. Registration $37-$128 at  
indymca.org/gobble-gallop.

28 Thursday (Thanksgiving Day)
Community Thanksgiving Service
7 p.m. Plainfield Baptist Church, 1012 
Stafford Road, Plainfield. Hosted by 
the Plainfield Federation of Churches. 
Freewill offering for the food pantry 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.
 

29 Friday ________________
Christmas on the Square,  
Light Up Danville 
4-8 p.m. Danville Historic Court-
house Square. Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
roaming Christmas characters, a 
trackless train, cookie decorating, 
live nativity, caroling, chili and hot 
chocolate. Extreme slide and giant 
snow globe for family photos. Free. 

30 Saturday _____________
Small Business Saturday
7 a.m.-9 p.m. Hosted by Town of 
Brownsburg, 61 N. Green St., Browns-
burg. Celebrate the small businesses 
that support the community.

30 Saturday _____________
Bake Sale and Bazaar
2-4 p.m. Faith Lutheran Church, 
5706 E. CR 100 N, Avon. Homemade 
baked goods and handcrafted items 
for holiday shopping. Kids table to 
create crafts while parents shop. 

30 Saturday (through Feb. 14)
Penguin Park
Fridays 6-8 p.m. (special programs 
8-10 p.m.), Saturdays and Sundays 
12-8 p.m. Washington Township Park, 
425 Whipple Lane, Avon. Skating 
rink, igloo rentals, family programs, 
market Saturdays and Santa’s Village 
in December, holiday music, festive 
food and drink, craft vendors. Special 
programs and events on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and weekends. Cost: $8 per 
person including skates. Five-punch 

passes for $32. Spectators and kids 
under 3, free. Call (317) 745-0785.   

December
1 Sunday _________________
Hendricks County Winter  
Farmers Market
1-4 p.m. Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds Expo Hall, 1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. Local farmers, producers, 
food-inspired companies, arts and 
crafts, bakers, direct sale vendors. 
Website: thehcwfm.com.

1 Sunday _________________
Holiday Concert/ 
Danville Handbell Choir
2:30 p.m., Avon-Washington Township 
Public Library, 498 N. Avon Ave., Avon. 
Holiday concert with the Danville 
United Methodist Handbell Choir. Free.

3 Tuesday ____________
Annual Blue Light Ceremony
8:30 p.m. Indiana Law Enforcement 
Academy, 5402 Sugar Grove Road, 
Plainfield. Honors Indiana fallen 
officers. Held outdoors and open to 
the public.

4 Wednesday _____________
Holiday Ornament Decorating
6-7:30 p.m. Brownsburg Public Li-
brary, 450 S. Jefferson St., Brownsburg. 
Bring kids to create ornament. Ages 
4-12. Free. Registration optional. Call 
Brownsburg Parks at (317) 858-4172.

6 Friday _________________
Holiday Fest/Hendricks County 
Extension Homemakers
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds Conference Center, 
1900 E. Main St., Danville. Cookie 
walk: fill a box with cookies or pur-
chase a premade tray. Craft booths, 
activities, entertainment. 

6 Friday _________________
Christmas in Plainfield
7 p.m. Plainfield High School Audi-
torium, 1 Red Pride Drive, Plainfield. 
Christmas music by groups from 
Plainfield churches. Freewill offering 
to benefit Weekday Religious Educa-
tion and the Christian Support Center.

6-7 Friday-Saturday _____
Christmas with Santa and the Ponies
4-8:30 p.m. Strides to Success, 1350 
Terry Drive, Plainfield. Santa and the 
ponies are waiting to hear the chil-
dren’s Christmas wishes in a heated 
barn, photo with Santa, reindeer games, 
Santa’s workshop, refreshments. $25 
donation per family to support the mis-
sion of Strides Learning Center.

7 Saturday _______________
Reason for the Season/ 
Treblemakers of Hendricks County
3 p.m. Hope United Presbyterian 
Church, 1331 Section St., Plainfield. 
Holiday music, Christmas bazaar 
and refreshments. $5 donations re-
quested. Call (317) 508-1439.

7 Saturday _______________
Winter Wreath Workshops
11:30 a.m.; 1 or 2:30 p.m. McCloud 
Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Road, 
North Salem. Create a wreath from 
wild grapevine, fresh evergreens, 
ribbon and ornaments. Holiday mu-
sic, cookies, hot chocolate. Ages 6 to 
adult. $15 for up to two people per 
wreath. 1 hour. Register at  
HendricksCountyParks.org.

7 Saturday _______________
Gingerbread Christmas
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Plainfield High School 
Auditorium, 1 Red Pride Drive, Plainfield. 
Hosted by Tri Kappa Sorority. Craft and 
fine arts showcase with 120 vendors.

7 Saturday _______________
Christmas Tree Lighting
6-7 p.m. Avon Town Hall Park, 6570 E. 
U.S. 36, Avon. Tree lighting, live enter-
tainment, crafts, train rides, hot choco-
late, pictures with Santa, fireworks. Free.

7 Saturday _______________
Musical Breakfast with Santa
7-11 a.m. Brownsburg Middle School, 
1555 S. Odell St., Brownsburg. Kids 
have breakfast with Santa, variety of 
crafts, decorated cookies. Try out mu-
sical “petting zoo” to experiment mak-
ing sounds on musical instruments. 
Band and orchestra students provide 
musical entertainment. $10 each. 

7 Saturday ____________
Christmas Under The Stars
6 p.m. Parade Route and Town Hall, 
Brownsburg. Parade, tree lighting, 
choir music, photos with Santa. Pa-
rade route starts at Brown Elemen-
tary to Stadium Drive, left on College 
Avenue, right on Eastern Avenue, left 
on Main Street, right on Green Street 
to parade end at Arbuckle Acres Park. 
Tree lighting, music and photos with 
Santa Claus at Brownsburg Town 
Hall 30 minutes after parade. See the 
Town of Brownsburg Facebook for 
the parade route.

7-8 Saturday-Sunday_____
Holiday Open House
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 12-3 p.m. 
Sunday. The Gathering Together, 147 
N. Center St., Plainfield. Handcrafted 
items, cookie walk, raffle, silent auc-
tion and gifts at The Shop Next Door, 
adjacent to the hospice home. Pro-
ceeds benefit The Gathering Together.

14 Saturday ______________
Animal Rescue and Craft Fair
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Hendricks County 
Fairgrounds, 1900 E. Main St., Dan-
ville. 10 animal rescues with adopt-
able animals, 60 craft vendors, 
homemade items and direct sales, 
$5 photos with Santa from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., Well Pets clinic for microchips 
and low cost vaccinations. Free.

21 Saturday ____________
Indiana Blue Star Spirit of Christmas
10 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Hendricks County 
Fairgrounds, Danville. For Hoosier 
military families in need. Food, gifts 
and entertainment. Military heli-
copter will arrive at 10:45 a.m. with 
Santa & Mrs. Claus, who will give out 
gifts to families

28 Saturday______________
Coping with the Cold
2-3 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Road, North Salem. Learn 
the adaptations animals use to sur-
vive the coldest months. Head out 
for a 1-mile winter hike to spot ani-
mals in natural habitats. Dress for 
the outdoors. Ages 6 to adult. Free.



19November 26, 2019
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.comGifts 2019

Hendricks  

County’s Home  

for Shaved Ice,  

Popcorn, Ic
e Cream  

and Cotton Candy!

MOVIES

ICE CREAM

Shaved Ice

Our New,  
Expanded Location  

is Perfect for:  
 Birthday Parties                   

 Office Parties
 Family Get-togethers          

 Fun Food Activities
 Movies on the Big Screen  

 Free Games

THE FRIGID FROG AND MORE NEW LOCATION!!!

1702 E. Main St., Suite 101, Plainfield, IN 46168 | 317-409-2475 
www.frigidfrogandmore.com |  /thefrigidfrogplainfield

Save $20
when you book your  

2020 birthday party by 
Dec. 31,  2019.

20% off
on Special Order  

Popcorn or Cotton Candy
$20 minimum purchase 
Offer expires 12/31/19

The gathering together hosts 
Plainfield’s holiday open house

By Lindsay Doty

The historic red house with 
white trim that sits on Center 
Street in Plainfield is all decked 
out for the holidays, resembling 
a lifesize gingerbread house from 
the exterior. 

Inside it’s much more. The Gath-
ering Together is a place where 
families can be alongside their dying 
loved ones during their final days. 

It’s the brainchild of former hos-
pice nurse Rita Fiorentino, who 
founded the nonprofit in 2002 to 
give patients and families comfort 
during difficult times. 

“Our home provides a soothing 
atmosphere that embraces loved 
ones in warmth and security, so 
their last days are wonderfully calm 
and pleasant,” said board member 
Marcia Gentleman.

The nonprofit provides services 
free of charge. To raise funds for 
the organization, The Gathering 
Together is hosting the 18th annual 
Holiday Open House called Tidings 
of Comfort and Joy where the pub-
lic is invited to get a jumpstart on 
holiday shopping and help support 
the nonprofit. 

The open house will have 
wreaths, trees, table décor, teach-
er’s gifts, stocking stuffers and 
more for sale. 

There will also be a raffle, a gift 

nook, a cookie walk and a new si-
lent auction. All proceeds go back 
to The Gathering Together.

“The event will help defray op-
erational costs for the home with 
funds going toward everything 
from meals for patients and fami-
lies to turning on the lights,” Gen-
tleman said.

Families who have spent time at 
the home say it has provided a deep 
comfort during a time of heartache. 

“What a true blessing. I am so 
thankful for a place that was a 
home away from home and so 
peaceful,” said Michele Peyton, 
whose family has stayed at The 
Gathering Together.

The Gathering Together  
18th annual Holiday  

Open House
Where: 147 N. Center St., Plainfield.

When: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 7,  
12-3 p.m. Dec. 8

Cost: Free
Contact: Rita Fiorentino  

(317) 797-2795,  
info@thegatheringtogether.org or 

visit thegatheringtogether.org.

Families can 
stay with 
dying loved 
ones at The 
Gathering 
Together in 
Plainfield. 
An annual 
holiday open 
house raises 
funds to pay 
for the free 
services. (Photo 
provided by 
The Gathering 
Together)
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52 West Main Street Suite E, Danville IN 46122 
Duane@AffordableHearingStore.com

(317)742-0212 

DON’T MISS OUT ON THE 
SOUNDS OF THE SEASON

The Stellar RIC 8C is a lithium-ion rechargeable  
RIC that does not require any battery changes. 

Stellar RIC is suitable for up to severe heating loss. 
Key features include:

48 Channel, Bluetooth/Direct Connects to iPhone for 
quality streaming of phone calls, music, etc.

HOLIDAY SPECIAL $2995/SET
Free Hearing Test

Try before you buy, free Demo 
Drive a little, save a lot! 

Sold elsewhere for up to $8000/set

Duane L. Wass,  
BC-HIS

We are a Provider
UAW Provider

of Danville
37 years of experience

BATTERY BLOWOUT! $20/CARTON OF 80!

5 Minutes with...
MAGGIE HOERNEMANN, 
Superintendent Avon 
Community Schools

Do you have a real tree or ar-
tificial? We have an artificial tree. 
We typically decorate it right after 
Thanksgiving so we can enjoy it for 
a few weeks. Because our family is 
spread out, we travel for Christmas, 
so we have to enjoy the decorations 
in early December. Our special tra-
dition is to purchase an ornament 
whenever we travel to a new place. 
Decorating the tree is a fun way to 
relive our travels.

How long before you feel it’s 
done for the season? We take it 
down just after Jan.1.

Do the presents go under the 
tree as soon as they’re wrapped, 
or do they suddenly “appear” on 
Christmas Eve? Other than San-
ta’s gifts, which appear Christmas 
morning, our family gifts to each 
other go under the tree as they are 
wrapped. We don’t give each other 
many gifts, as we tend to enjoy the 
experiences of traveling to see fam-
ily as our gift. 

What’s the best gift you’ve ever 
given, and to whom? As young-
sters, we had a lovely elderly aunt 
who always sent $10 each to my 
four sisters and me. Of course, my 
mom would not allow us to even 
think of spending it before the 
thank you notes had been written. 
One year, my eldest sister came 
home to Connecticut from col-
lege in Buffalo, N.Y. and had to leave 

pretty quickly after Christmas to 
catch a ride back to school. My sis-
ters and I figured out that if we all 
gave her our Christmas money, she 
could fly back to school and stay a 
few days longer.  

What is your favorite Christ-
mas tradition? Attending mass.

 What is your favorite Christ-
mas memory? I am the young-
est of five women, and we loved to 
hear our dad read from the Bible on 
Christmas Eve, go to midnight mass 
and then try to sleep and wait for 
Santa to arrive.

Is your Christmas dinner for-
mal or casual? There will be many 
Christmas dinners although not 
necessarily on Dec. 25 due to travel! 
The first with my mother-in-law 
and other in-laws. Given some of 
the younger children, it may be a 
bit casual with ham or turkey. The 
second in Connecticut with my sis-
ters and their families, a bit more 
formal. 

What will be served? We will 
likely have filet and shrimp. 

did you know...
Lights are an important part of the holiday tradition, especially to 

Jews around the world who celebrate Hanukkah. The yearly festival 
of lights began in the fourth century B.C., when Judah the Maccabee 
led an army against the bigger, more powerful 
Greek forces. The Maccabees succeeded in 
defending themselves and their temple. When 
they went to light the menorah in the temple, 
they found they only had enough oil to burn for 
one day. Miraculously, however, the menorah 
remained illuminated for eight days. Ever since, 
Hanukkah has been and eight-day celebration 
commemorating the miracle of the lights and to 
celebrate Jewish freedom.
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EXERCISE 
SMART
A BUSY LIFE DOESN’T MEAN YOU HAVE
TO SACRIFICE A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE.

Change your life in 20 MINUTES A WEEK

Learn more at exerciseinc.com

Call our locations in
AVON at 317.272.8001 or

BROWNSBURG at 317.858.7874

KEVIN SPEER,  
 Hendricks Regional Health 

President & CEO
How do you welcome the holi-

days? For our family, the holidays 
begin when we put up the first 
of several Christmas trees in our 
home. We also try to visit as many 
holiday events around Hendricks 
County as we can. 

Do you have a real tree or ar-
tificial? When do you decorate 
it? We have both at our house. My 
wife, Kim, especially loves decorat-
ing for the holidays and starts early 
in the season. We have a tree in al-
most every room. Most are artifi-
cial, but we always get one special 
real tree at Evans Whispering Pines 
Christmas Tree Farm. It’s become 
a family tradition since moving to 
Hendricks County.

Do you have a favorite local 
shop and why? My favorite store 
for holiday shopping is our gift 
shop at Hendricks Regional Health. 
Every year there is a special holiday 
window display that really brings 
out the spirit of the season for our 
associates, patients and visitors. We 
also have a collection of unique, lo-
cally made gifts that you can’t find 
anywhere else. 

Do the presents go under the 
tree as soon as they’re wrapped, 
or do they suddenly “appear” on 
Christmas Eve? The gifts we give 
to each other go under the tree as 
soon as they are wrapped. 

Does Santa leave special gifts 
unwrapped? Santa’s presents for 
our boys, Eric and Cole, have always 
arrived unwrapped on Christmas 
morning.

What’s the best gift you’ve ever 
given, and to whom? The best 
gift I have ever given was to my 
parents, Marcia and Phil. Through-
out their 65 years of marriage, 
they have shared a love for Disney. 

A couple of years ago, Disney’s 
BoardWalk Villas were remodeled, 
and we found one of its original 
paintings at an auction. My parents 
love it because it reminds them 
of all of the trips we have taken to 
Disney as a family.

What’s the best gift you’ve ever 
received and from whom? When I 
was 13, my parents gave me a Sch-
winn Super Le Tour 10-speed bike 
for Christmas. I have kept it to this 
day, and it’s still in perfect working 
condition!

What is your favorite Christ-
mas tradition? Every year we 
have our own gingerbread house 
decorating contest. I make a grand 
champion ribbon (and of course try 
to award it to myself), but the real 
winner is usually Kim.

What is your favorite Christ-
mas memory? About 10 years ago, 
Santa brought our boys an English 
Bulldog puppy. Since we are huge 
hockey fans in the Speer house, we 
named him Gretzky. I am happy to 
say he is still a thriving member of 
the family.

What is your favorite Christ-
mas song? My favorite Christmas 
song is “O Holy Night.” 

Is your Christmas dinner for-
mal or casual? What will be 
served? Christmas dinner is casual. 
We enjoy ham, turkey and all of the 
sides – green bean casserole being 
my favorite.

5 Minutes with...
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LOREN MALLOY,  
Danville-Center Township 

Public Library Director
How do you welcome the holi-

days? With a smile on my face and 
a song in my heart and a bottle of 
bourbon.

Do you have a real tree or arti-
ficial? It’s an artificial tree.

When do you decorate it? I usu-
ally get it and the other decorations 
out the weekend after Thanksgiv-
ing.  

How long before you feel it’s 
done for the season? And it isn’t 
done for the season until I say it’s 
done for the season. Usually, within 
two seconds of my wife saying that 
it’s done for the season.

Do you have a favorite lo-
cal shop and why? How can one 
choose amongst the lilies of the 
field or the stars in the sky?

Do the presents go under the 
tree as soon as they’re wrapped, 

or do they suddenly “appear” on 
Christmas Eve? Probably Christ-
mas Eve. Our youngest is less than 
2 years old, and I doubt that pres-
ents would stay wrapped for long.

What’s the best gift you’ve ever 
given and to whom? My heart on 
Christmas Eve. 

What’s the best gift you’ve ever 
received and from whom? My fa-
ther-in-law gave me his daughter’s 
hand on Christmas Eve.

What is your favorite Christ-
mas tradition? Thanking God for 
His mercy.

What is your favorite Christ-
mas memory? The looks on my 
enemies’ faces as they pleaded for 
mercy (Don’t be alarmed. It was 
just a board game). 

What is your favorite Christ-
mas song? ”Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas.”  

Have you ever had a Christmas 
mishap? Tell us about it. My pants 
fell down in front of my ex’s family. 

Thank goodness I was wearing 
clean underwear!

What will be served at Christ-
mas dinner? I’ll roast a turkey and 
a leg of lamb on Christmas Eve, 
and we’ll eat leftovers on Christ-
mas Day.

All I want for Christmas is…
For everyone to remember that 
well-meaning people are allowed to 
disagree. 

5 Minutes with...

1826 E. Main St, Plainfield, 46168
(317) 203-5180 • /crumbindy

Unique home  
décor, kitchen supplies 
and sweet treats for 
the holidays

25% OFF
purchase of $25 or more
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RITA FIORENTINO,  
The Gathering Together 

Founder
How do you welcome the holi-

days? Our family starts listening 
to Christmas music at Thanksgiv-
ing. The tree goes up on Friday, and 
we start decorating in earnest. The 
fruit cakes are made at the end of 
summer and have been soaking in 
brandy ever since. So, the sights 
and smells of Christmas start for 
us right around Thanksgiving. 
We contain ourselves until after 
Thanksgiving. 

Do you have a real tree or ar-
tificial? We switched to artificial 
after my parents passed. 

How long before you feel it’s 
done for the season? It stays up 
until Valentine’s Day (my birthday). 
We keep the lights twinkling day 
and night.

Do you have a favorite local 
shop and why? The Shop Next 
Door is my favorite shop. I know 
the work that goes into all the 
beautiful and uniquely crafted gifts 
and can always find exactly what 
I’m looking for.

Do the presents go under the 
tree as soon as they’re wrapped, 
or do they suddenly “appear” on 
Christmas Eve? Presents suddenly 
appear...it’s magical!

What’s the best gift you’ve 
ever given and to whom? I think 
the best gift is making Christmas 
beautiful to a family when they are 
going through the difficult time of 
losing a loved one. We encourage 
maintaining family traditions 
here, as in their own home, 
if that is what helps. Or, we 
build a new and comforting 
memory for them.

What’s the best gift 
you’ve ever received 
and from whom? 
About 25 years ago my 
mom gave me a cut 
glass bowl that was a 
wedding present to 
my parents back in 
1946. The box was 
very heavy, and I 
had no idea what it 

could be.  When I saw the gleam-
ing crystal I sobbed. I’m misty-eyed 
now! Lately, I’ve been contemplat-
ing who will be the next to receive 
this family treasure.

What is your favorite Christ-
mas tradition? Santa (dad’s friend 
Vince) always visited on Christ-
mas Eve to bring presents. Now, my 
brother, Loy, carries on the same 
tradition for friends and family.

What is your favorite Christ-
mas memory? Open house with 
scores of family and friends stop-
ping by all day long for a cup of 
cheer.   

What is your favorite Christ-
mas song? ”White Christmas,” 
sung by Bing Crosby reminds me of 
my Dad!

Have you ever had a Christmas 
mishap? Tell us about it. One year 
my brother, probably 4 years old, 
thought it would be fun to hear the 
pop-pop-pop of glass ornaments 
breaking on the sidewalk. He and 
Georgie did some damage.

What will be served at Christ-
mas dinner? Since moving to In-
diana, if we do not have a guest 

at The Gathering Together, I 
will have Christmas dinner 
with friends. One year we had 
a spread here from Bob Evans. 

Some years, guests cook up a 
beautiful storm. Some years 
are quiet and solitary...a 

needed respite. All years, 
I know I am loved and 
sincerely welcome 
whatever lies ahead.

All I want for 
Christmas is…Jesus 
glorified in good tid-
ings of comfort and 

joy.

5 Minutes with... did you know...
The Montgomery Ward department store created 

Rudolph the Reindeer as a marketing gimmick to 
encourage children to buy their Christmas coloring 
books.

The original Rudolph did not have a red nose. In that day and age, red 
noses were seen as an indicator of chronic alcoholism, and Montgomery 
Ward didn’t want him to look like a drunkard. 

Clement Moore’s poem introduced eight more reindeer for Santa’s 
sleigh and their names were Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, 
Cupid, Duner and Blixem (for the German words for thunder and 
lightning). These later evolved into Donner and Blitzen.

(The Fact File)
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