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Hearing a click in your hip can be worrisome for anyone. But for 
Deb, who’s active all day as head coach of the DePauw University 
women’s volleyball team, it was especially concerning.

That’s why she turned to the sports medicine and orthopedic 
experts at Hendricks Regional Health. After learning that anterior 
hip replacement was her best option, Deb had surgery — and was 
back on her feet in just days. 

Deb’s also back on the court, setting the Tigers up for even more 
success. And she knows with the support of Hendricks, she can 
keep leading her team as they dig, spike, block and enjoy the game 
they love. 

Don’t let an injury keep you down. Schedule an appointment with 
a sports medicine physician at Hendricks.org/PainFree.

Deb, Greencastle
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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? 
Have a photograph 
to share? Call Chris 
Cornwall at (317)  
451-4088 or email 
him at chris@ 
icontimes.com. Remember, our news 
deadlines are several days prior to print. 

Ph: (317) 451-4088

 
is published by Grow Local 
Media, LLC. Content pub-
lished alongside this icon is 

sponsored by one of our valued adver-
tisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers work-
ing in tandem with Grow Local Media, 
LLC sales representatives. Sponsored 
content may not reflect the views of 
The Hendricks County ICON publisher, 
editorial staff or graphic design team. 
The Hendricks County ICON is devoted 
to clearly differentiating between spon-
sored content and editorial content. 
Potential advertisers interested in spon-
sored content should call (317) 451-4088 
or email sponsored@myicon.info.

HC
SPONSORED

Hendricks County 
ICON reaches a vast 
segment of our 
community.
For information about 
reaching our readers,  
call Rick Myers at  
(317) 451-4088 or 
email him at rick@icontimes.com.

Rick Myers  

Brian Kelly 

Stephanie Dolan 

Chris Cornwall 

Glenn Augustine 

Sarah McNeff 
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Lucas Mossman, 6, Brownsburg, can’t bear to look as he watches Pinewood Derby action at St. Malachy’s gymnasium on Feb. 23 - as a fellow Cub Scout  looks 
on. Lucas, a member of Cub Scout Pack 397, is the son of  Andy and Carie Mossman.  (Photo by Rick Myers)

Q:  
We do not do anything, I 
don’t even wear green. But 
it’s my reminder to send 
birthday wishes to a friend in 
California. 

Jeffrey Robinson, Plainfield

St. Patrick’s Day is my 
fiancé’s favorite holiday! 
We are trying to start new 
traditions together that we 
can continue every year. We 
have one set, participating in 
a 5K on St. Paddy’s. This year 
we will be doing the No Luck 
Run here in Plainfield!

Jessica Prather, Camby 

For many years, I co-owned a 
1947 American La France fire 
engine with my good friend, 
David Binkley, that we drove 
in the Indianapolis St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. After the parade we 
would lunch at the Fireman’s Hall 
and then go to Golden Aces Irish 
Pub. Today I love celebrating St. 
Pat’s with corned beef, cabbage 
and potatoes colcannon at home 
with family and friends. 

David Glover, Danville
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Current and proposed bike trails in Hendricks County. 

(Photos submitted by Greg Midgely)

Weaving passed 
homes, over busy roads and along wa-
terways, the trail system in Hendricks 
County is spreading faster than ever 
before.

Last September, the state of Indiana 
announced a $90 million grant program 
that could accelerate that growth even 
further. In fact, it’s an unprecedented lev-
el of financial support and almost every 
trail organization is vying for a piece.

“It’s game-changing for trails in Indi-
ana,” said Jeff Smallwood, vice president of 
the Hendricks County Trails Development 
Association (HCTDA) and a member of the 
B&O Trail Association (BOTA) board. Like 
other volunteer groups in Indiana, HCTDA 
and BOTA have come up with a strategy 
to be selected for the grant.

But whether that money makes it to 
Hendricks County, residents can bet 
that many more miles of trail will. New 
sections are laid each year by local gov-
ernment and organizations like HCTDA 
and BOTA. As a result, we are seeing 
more connections between neighbor-
hoods, shops, parks, schools and even 
entire towns. This is good news for resi-
dents, especially advocates of non-mo-
torized transportation.

“It’s exciting to see the progress 
made in the last 15 years,” said Greg 
Midgely, president of National Road 
Heritage Trail, Inc. (NHRT).

Midgely knows the local trail system 
better than most. In addition to his 
work with NHRT, he is the chairman of 
The Friends of Vandalia Trail. He also 
prefers to travel by bicycle and has doc-
umented numerous trails in Hendricks 
County and throughout the state.

“In general, Hendricks County is look-
ing better than most parts of the state, 
but as far as developed and metro-
politan areas, it’s just now starting to 
hit its stride,” he said. “It needs more to 
be caught up with the level of popula-
tion and development that’s going on, 
and to make non-motorized trails safe. 
There are still a lot of hazardous areas 
where people are living.”

Since trails are meant to connect 
the population, it’s no surprise that the 
most development activity is happen-
ing in Avon, Brownsburg and Plainfield.

Some recent and future developments:
-  A section of the White Lick Creek Trail 

near US 36 recently opened in Avon.
-  A section of trail along the Ronald 

Reagan Pkwy. Bridge in Avon is un-
der development

COVER STORY
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-  Funding is secured for a section of 
the White Lick Creek Trail near I74 in 
Brownsburg

-  Plainfield is planning to submit a grant 
application to expand the Vandalia Trail 
along US 40 all the way to Indianapolis.

The Vandalia Trail project in southwest 
Hendricks County also is making strides. 
A section west of Plainfield is managed by 
the Hendricks County Parks Department 
(HCP&R). Last year, it paved the 4 miles of 
Vandalia Trail between Amo and Coatesville. 
This, along with trailhead upgrades in both 
towns has made the trail popular with bicy-
clists and pedestrians, says Midgely.

“In addition to all of the improvements in 
the eastern towns, the adoption and signifi-
cant upgrade of the Vandalia Trail by HCP&R 
has also helped make the county much 
more bike travel-friendly, with the economic 
and quality of life benefits that come from 
that,” he said.

When talking to newer residents, it seems 
the benefits are not only clear to current 
home and business owners, but to future 
ones as well.

“The economic benefits of these trails are 
real,” said Jeff Kingdon, a manager with Gear 
Up Cyclery in Plainfield. He said the town’s 
trail system influenced the owners’ decision 
to move their store there in 2011.

“The owners considered several locations 
from Brownsburg to Avon to Plainfield. And 
at the time, the town of Plainfield was at 
the forefront of trail development,” Kingdon 
said. “It definitely influenced us in where to 
put the store.”

When it comes to mileage and connectiv-
ity, Plainfield’s network is the current stan-
dard in Hendricks County. Midgely said the 
trails in Avon and Brownsburg are picking 
up steam, though. Yet, Plainfield “is a fine ex-
ample for these other areas.”

Kenney Smith said he chose to buy a 
home in Plainfield because it was near a 
bike-friendly trail. He moved there with his 

family four years ago.
“I have a young family and the parks are 

tremendous as far as trial connectivity,” 
Smith said. “We were looking for something 
out west and Plainfield was leading the way. 
Obviously, other towns have developed 
their trail systems since then, but at the time 
Plainfield was leading the way. And it looks 
like they still are.”

Other areas could get a significant boost 
from the Next Level Trails Grant.

BOTA’S PLAN TO SECURE GRANT FUNDING
With numerous groups competing for a 

portion of the $90 million Next Level Trails 
Grant, what’s the strategy?

One of Hendricks County’s most success-
ful trail projects has been the B&O Trail. 
Moving through Brownsburg, it extends 
from CR 500 E. in Hendricks County to the 
Marion County line.

The grant application deadline was Feb-
ruary 15, and to help develop a strategy, 
BOTA and HCTDA partnered with the Cen-
tral Indiana Community Foundation (CICF).

“I’ve used the term ‘game-changing,’ a few 
times this month. We’ve never had $90 mil-
lion for trail projects in Indiana, and we’ve 
never had such an influential foundation, 
get on board and work with us as partners 
on this project,” Jeff Smallwood said at BO-
TA’s annual meeting on Feb. 19.

By the numbers
: $90 million

 3

$20 million
 

$5 million
-

$1.25 million

Representing the CICF was Allison 
Duncan who presented the application 
strategy. Looking out at the crowd of vol-
unteers that packed into Avon Town Hall 
that night, she said association meetings 
in Marion County look very different. What 
she described as an “army of volunteers” in 
Hendricks County has helped inspire other 
groups in Central Indiana.

“This group has done so much for the 
community,” she said. “It’s not just the six 
miles of trail that it has successfully devel-
oped or the 13 miles of corridor it has ac-
quired in Hendricks County. What this group 
has done has inspired the entire corridor, 
from the White River to the Wabash, to con-
tinue the effort and develop the B&O Trail, to 
create the 66 miles that’s the grand vision.” 

To help make that vision a reality, a grant 
task force was formed with members of HCTD, 
BOTA, CICF and the Speedway Trails Associa-
tion (STA). It came up with a two-grant strat-
egy where STA and BOTA make each other’s 
project proposals more attractive. 

STA applied for the max amount for a 
single project, $6.75 million ($1.75 million 
match), which would bring its trail within 
2.5 miles of the Hendricks County line. BOTA 
also applied for the max $6.25 million ($1.25 
million match) and split its project, shifting 
one part east into Marion County. If both 
STA and BOTA are awarded the grant, then 
the money would support a connection 
from west of Brownsburg into Indianapolis. 
This would also pay for 3.8 more miles of 
B&O Trail in Hendricks County.

“We were hoping to go to North Salem, 
but now we are also spending money to go 
east into Marion County,” said Dianna Vir-
gil, BOTA president. “So, our group is going 
to split directions and we will go close to 
Speedway and as far west from CR 500 E.as 
we can. The grant will hopefully be enough 
money to get to SR 39.”

Few volunteers have done more for lo-
cal trails than Dianna Virgil. She first got 

Is there an accurate 
bike trail map?

Midgely says one of the most fre-
quently asked questions is, “Is there 
a map of all the existing bike trails in 
Hendricks County?”

He said the best single source to 
find bike trails is Google Maps, but it 
lags when it comes to trail updates. 
In fact, it could take several years be-
fore a newly finished bike trail shows 
up. Google maps will sometimes also 
show sidewalks as bike trails.

“In Hendricks County, we are for-
tunate enough that a coalition of 
parks and trails organizations are 
launching a comprehensive, uni-
fied bike trail map initiative for the 
county,” he said.

Midgely said that a continuously 
updated map will be a valuable re-
source for local bike riders.

involved 26 years ago and is glad to finally 
see a program like the Next Level Trails 
Grant in Indiana.

“When I started, I would go to trail asso-
ciation meetings around the country, come 
back and say we can do this, we can get 
trails. But it was different here in Indiana. 
Now things have changed. And thank good-
ness things have changed.”
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Hendricks CountyPlanner
AVON
March 14 | Town Council, 7 p.m.
 Town Council meetings are held at Avon 
Town Hall, BZA meetings are held in the 
Avon Town Courtroom, 6570 E. U.S. High-
way 36. For more information, call (317) 
272-0948 or visit avongov.org.

BROWNSBURG
March 05| Redevelopment Comm., 6 p.m.
March 11 | Board of Zoning Appeals, 7 p.m.
March 12 | Police Comm., 6 p.m.
 Meetings are held at Brownsburg Town Hall, 
61 N Green Street. For more information, 
call (317) 852-1120 or visit brownsburg.org.

DANVILLE
March 04 | Town Council, 7 p.m.
March 11 | Plan Comm., 7 p.m.
March 12 | Park Board, 6 p.m.
 All meetings are held at Danville Town Hall, 
49 N Wayne Street. For more information, call 
(317) 745-4180 or visit danvilleindiana.org.

GUILFORD TOWNSHIP
March 06 | Board Meeting, 7 p.m.
 All regular meetings are held at the Guil-
ford Township Community Center, locat-
ed at 1500 S. Center Street, Plainfield.  For 
more information, call (317)838-0564

PLAINFIELD
March 04 | Redevelopment Comm., 5:30 p.m.
March 04 | Plan Comm., 7 p.m.
March 05 | Design Review Comm., 4 p.m.
March 11 | Town Council, 7 p.m.
 All meetings are held at the Plainfield Fire 
Territory Headquarters, 591 Moon Rd. For 
more information, call (317) 839-2561 or 
visit townofplainfield.com.

Hendricks County 
March 12 | Commissioner’s Meeting, 9 p.m.
 All meetings are held at the Hendricks 
County Government Center, 355 S Wash-
ington Street. For more information, 
visit: co.hendricks.in.us. To reach the Plan 
Commission or Board of Zoning Appeals, 
call (317) 745-9255; for County Council, 
call (317) 745-9221; and for the Board of 
Health, call (317) 745-9217.

Visit our web site at  
Bassettservices.com

to see what over 7,000 customers like  
you say about our service!

317-204-2179

SERVICES, inc

HEATING & COOLING

 Customer 
Satisfaction With 

No Excuses!

Furnace not working properly?  
Call us for a tuneup today!

Media Sponsor:
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HISTORY &
ARCHITECTURE

Hendricks County was created in 
1823 by an act of the Indiana legisla-
ture.  The name Hendricks was chosen 
to honor the then-governor of Indiana, 
William Hendricks.  The population in 
the county in 1825 was about 1,000.

The Avon area was settled around 
1830.  Some of those early family 
names in the area including Jenkins, 
Malone, Huron, McClain and Merritt 
are still prominent today.  Hampton 
was the original name chosen for the 
village; however, it would change 
many times before it became Avon.

One of the early postmasters was 
O. J. Huron, and he renamed the town 
White Lick in 1852 after the nearby 
creek.  John Smoot was a pack ped-
dler who made weekly visits to the 
area with his horse and wagon selling 
merchandise to the locals.

1858, Smoot built a small one room 
store on leased property.  This humble 
store was the beginning of the town 
to become Avon.  Four years later 
Smoot moved his store building a 
mile west on log sleds pulled by oxen, 
and the town moved west with him.

The area had been without a post 
office for some time, so in 1867 when 
John Smoot presented a petition to 
Washington requesting another post 
office.  No name was suggested on the 
petition for the town, so the postal de-
partment named it Smootsdell since 
Smoot’s name was on the petition.

Later, when the new Indianapolis 
and St. Louis railroad was being built 
through the community, a surveyor 
disliked the name Smootsdell, and he 
christened the town New Philadel-
phia.  However, when the new rail-
way depot was erected in 1870, the 
sign on the building read Avon.  The 
people liked the name Avon and peti-
tioned to have the post office’s name 
changed.  This was the last name 
change for the town.

With the start of the Civil War, many 
of the young men in the community 
joined the Union army.  In 1860, the 
population of Hendricks County to-

taled about 17,000, and almost 2,000 
men volunteered for service

By 1877, the major occupation in 
the area was agriculture; however, 
several businesses had sprung up 
including Baker’s Saw Mill, Shipman’s 
Wagon Shop, and Merritt’s Plant Nurs-
ery.  The two local stores were operat-
ed by R. M. Bartley which had the post 
office and Barker Brothers which had 
the telegraph office.  Dr. Rahan served 
the medical needs of the community 
with his home and office near the cor-
ner of State Road 267 and U.S. 36.

For the next century the Avon 
community continued to grow and 
expand, but it would not be until 
1995 that Avon was incorporated and 
formed a town government.  Since its 
incorporation, commercial and resi-
dential development has experienced 
explosive growth, and Avon now has 
almost 20,000 residents.

Town went through several name 
changes before it became Avon

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect 
and resident of Hendricks County for 
well over 40 years. Contact him at 
ken@sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

www.designindentistry.com

You deserve to  
be more than  

a number. 
Please call us at

(317) 837-8900

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
DENTURES AND IMPLANTS

In the hurried-up society that we live in today, 
it’s easy to make decisions based on time and 
convenience. That may work with some of life’s 

day-to-day decisions. However, your smile, 
whether dentures, implants or a combination of 
the two, requires much more time and attention 

to detail. We know just what you need.

Here at Design in Dentistry, Dr. Gregg 
Svoma has over 25 years of experience. 

His patients truly trust him and each 
are given personalized care to fit their 

individual needs. 
The Avon  “A” is proudly displayed on the side of the 
new bridge on Avon Ave. (Photo by Rick Myers)
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Back pain is a major prob-
lem in this country. It is the 

second biggest reason that people do not 
go to work in the morning. The first reason 
is not having a job.

I have a longstanding relationship with 
my back, but ironically, most of my prob-
lems come from sitting too long. I read 
somewhere that while poised at the com-
puter, I should put my butt at the outermost 
edge of the chair. I tried that, slid off and 
almost broke my jaw on the keyboard.

In the past, I’ve written about my health-
care providers, all of whom have tried 
desperately to counsel me on my sloppy 
posture. I have a genetic predisposition—
sometimes I have pain in dis position, 
sometimes in dat position. I apologize for da 
play on words, but if something makes me 
laugh, it automatically goes in the column.

Recently a friend advised me about some 
“new age” therapies. I’m somewhat “old age” 
and I am very skeptical of this kind of stuff. 
That’s why I’ve been going to a chiropractor 
and a massage therapist who use the tradi-
tional approach practiced by the mafia for 

generations: they rough me up, inflict pain, 
and then take my money.  Time for a differ-
ent approach.

Irwin, my new physical therapist, first in-
structed me to stand exactly like I normally 
do when I talk to someone. He said he pre-
ferred to observe his subjects in their natural 
setting. This sounded a lot like Jane Goodall 
justifying her first expense report. Suddenly, 
I became extremely self-conscious. I don’t 
know about you, but my body has a num-
ber of extremities that pretty much fall into 
place on their own when I’m chatting with 
someone. I don’t think about where to put 
my right leg, how to hold my head or how to 
position each arm during a discussion. I just 
start yacking away, although I do try not to 
put my foot in my mouth.

When I finally got myself into what I con-
sidered my normal posture, the therapist 
shook his head. “You lean too far to the left,” 
he said, which is exactly what WIBC said to 
me in l995 when they fired me from my talk 
show. Then Irwin put me on the massage ta-
ble and gingerly rotated my head and neck 
to assess my range of motion. “I don’t think 
your spine has a good relationship with 
your legs,” he commented.  He was probably 

right.  I was quite sure that over the years 
there had been very little conversation be-
tween the two. I would have overheard it.

One suggestion he offered for improving 
my posture was to walk with my arms at my 
sides, with the palms of both hands facing to 
the front, opened wide and turned skyward. I 
tried this while I was strolling downtown later 
that day. It felt odd, except I did score some 
loose change from sympathetic pedestrians.

Finally, Irwin told me that it would do my 
back a world of good if I imagined there 
was a string running through my spine that 
went through my head to the ceiling and 
then when I walked, to also concentrate on 
putting pressure on my big toes.  My next 
appointment is with a neurologist. Not for 
my spine, but because I walked head-first 
into a wall.

Oh, the aches and pains of an aging back 

Road  
awareness

This issue’s cover story focuses on the 
strides being made in non-motorized trans-
portation, but an engine and four wheels is 
and will remain a daily setting for the major-
ity of residents. According to the most re-
cent data from the Indy Partnership, around 
40 percent of the Hendricks County labor 
force works in another county. Residents 
also travel between towns to shop, eat, go 
to church and for a variety of other reasons. 
Fact is, we’re on the road a lot. 

And what may seem like the most mun-
dane part your day, can quickly turn into a 
life or death situation. But before you turn 
the page, dear reader, know this is not an 
article on defensive driving. Rather, it’s an 
observation of what does happen on road.

In February, three motorists died by ways 
other than car-to-car collisions. Firstly, our 
heart goes out to the family and friends 
who lost loved ones. 

In one incident, a man was struck by 
a semi-truck when he stopped to help a 
stranded motorist near the I-70 and SR 39 
ramp. In a different incident, in what looks 
to have started as a case of road rage, a man 
was shot multiple times after he was fol-
lowed by another driver to an apartment 
complex. In Brownsburg, an Amtrak train 
collided with a vehicle at the crossing near 
136. Authorities said the crossing lights and 
barrier were working correctly.

We remind Hendricks County drivers that 
road safety doesn’t end with speed limits 
and seat belts. Tragedy can follow the best 
intentions and as close as it does the worst 
ones. We urge readers to stay mindful on 
the roads.

VIEWS

HUMOR

OUR VIEW ICONtoon

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with his wife 
of 33 years. Dick is usually in the basement 
trying to think up something funny to write. 
He can be reached at: wolfsie@aol.com.

Yes, we want your letters:
Readers of the HC ICON are encouraged to 
send letters to the editor as often as they 
wish. The stipulations are that the letter is 
timely, focused (not more than 200 words) 
and verifiable. Please make sure to provide 
your complete name and daytime and eve-
ning telephone contact numbers. All letters 
are subject to editing for brevity, clarity and 
grammar. Please direct your correspon-
dence to: .
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“Those who dare to 
fail miserably can 
achieve greatly.”
– John F. Kennedy

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …
In Kentucky, every legislator, public officer, and 
lawyer must take an oath stating that they have 
not fought a duel with deadly weapons.

 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

BELIEVE IT!

QUOTE

To the Town of Danville for investing 
in 2019, $100,000 into much-needed 

economic development. 

  A Hendricks County high school 
administrator recently told us how 

difficult it is to hire good teachers; that 
shouldn’t be the case. Our guess is there is 
way too much unnecessary parental 
inference. That, combined with teacher pay, 
are reasons why hiring is a challenge for 
schools these days. 

 To the Avon Rotary Club for 
collecting prom dresses and 

accessories to be sold March 9, 10 a.m. - 1 
p.m., at Avon High School. Proceeds benefit 
Sheltering Wings. 

Erratic driving in bad water - really? 

To the crews at both Duke Energy 
and Hendricks Power Cooperative for 

working hard to get power on during our 
windy weather Feb. 24. This is a tough job! 

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

VIEWS

READERS’ WRITES

I love the size of 
the ICON and 

Wolfsie’s column
Just want you to know that I re-

ally enjoy your ICON paper. I am 82 
years old and I appreciate the size of 
your paper. I can hold it right in front 
of me and I don’t have to raise it up 
like I do (a broadsheet newspaper). It 
hurts my arms to manipulate pages 
with each turn when I read (a broad-
sheet newspaper).

Also, please tell Dick Woflsie 
when I get the ICON I turn immedi-
ately to read his column! They are so 
funny and no bad words or words 
that are with sly meanings. I share 
the columns to my elderly friend 
out of state. 

I say again, I enjoy it and the other 
pictures and write ups. So, a big 
thank-you for the ICON. 

Jane Steel
46112

1 Which magazine recently named 
the Avon Wedding Barn the most 

popular wedding venue in Indiana?

❏  Better Homes and Gardens
❏  Cosmopolitan
❏  Glamour
❏  Shape

2 Sheltering Wings recently 
announced that it will be adding 

services for ________ ?

❏   Relatives of domestic violence 
survivors

❏   Male victims of domestic violence
❏   Counselors in training
❏  Former residents

3 Hendricks Regional Health 
announced the appointment of Kelli 

Waggoner of Brownsburg to serve as 
char of its Board of Trustees. What other 
leadership position does Waggoner have 
with Brownsburg schools?

❏   School board president
❏   Athletics Director
❏   Vice Principal
❏   BHS police officer

ICONIC IQ

How well do you know
your Hendricks County

community?
Test your memory of news

featured in the mid-February
2019 issue of ICON

ANSWERS ON PAGE 25 

Enjoy a night out with unlimiteddrinks and popcorn!

Hear firsthand what is happening 
during session at the Indiana
Statehouse!

There is also time alloted for 
Q&A.

We have invited Representatives 
Bob Behning, Greg Steuerwald 
and Jeff Thompson to join us, 
along with Senators John Crane 
and Mike Young. 

This is the largest publicly 
attended legislative event in the 
state during session! 

SPONSORED BY:

Y O U ' R E I N V I T E D  T O T H E  

2019 LEGISLATIVE BREAKFASTS

For reservations, please contact the Hendricks County Farm 

Bureau at janna.bolen@infarmbureau.com or call (317) 

745-4463 by the Thursday prior.

*If schools are closed due to weather  meetings will also be canceled*

DATES
March 25, 2019      
April 15, 2019

TIME    
Complimentary 
breakfast served at 
7:00AM

PLACE
Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds 
Conference Complex 
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March
 _______________

Maple Syrup Days
9 a.m.-3 p.m. / McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Rd., North Salem, 46165 /Families 
can learn the rich history of maple syrup sug-
aring on March 2 and 9 during Maple Syrup 
Days at McCloud Nature Park in North Salem. 
Between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., guests can tap 
trees, learn how syrup was made in the pio-
neer days, and see the modern process inside 
the Sugar Shack. Perhaps the best the part 
is the opportunity to sample and take home 
some genuine, all-natural McCloud Nature 
Park maple syrup. But if you can’t wait to put 
it to good use, guests can enjoy the Pancake 
Breakfast between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. (reserva-
tions are encouraged).

3  _____________________
Hendricks Symphony Presents Immortal 
Beethoven
3-5 p.m. / Avon Middle School North, 1251 
Dan Jones Rd., Avon, 46123. / (517) 403-8379 
Price: $18 adults, $15 seniors, $7 students.

7  ___________________
Michael Palascak Live Comedy
7:30 p.m. / The Royal Theater, 59 S. Washing-
ton St., Danville 46122 / Stand Up of the Year 
for 2018 by Late Nite Last Week Podcast.

8  ______________________
Country Line Dancing
7:30 p.m. / Washington Township Pavilion, 
435 Whipple Ln, Avon, 46123 / Come learn to 
kick up your heels. Shake off the winter cob 
webs. Drinks and snacks available. Price: $2

8  ______________________
Benefit for Indy Honor Flight Hendricks 
County
7 p.m. / 4-H Fairgrounds, Hendricks Power 
Expo Hall, 1900 E. Main St. Danville 46122/ 
Doors Open at 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 7 p.m. / 
Tickets: $100 per person

8  ______________________
Rally for Our Kids Gala
6 p.m. / Lucas Oil Raceway, 10267 East U 
S Highway 136, Brownsburg 46234 / The 
Brownsburg Education Foundation Rally for 
Our Kids Gala.  Includes dinner, silent and 
live auctions and more; Cocktail attire; Must 
be 21 or older to attend.

9  ___________________
Girls Prom Essential Sale
10 a.m.-1 p.m. / Avon high School, 7575 
E County Rd 150 S, Avon, door 13 / Come 
shop hundreds of formal dresses, accesso-
ries and purses all at cheap prices. All pro-
ceeds benefit Sheltering wings.

9  ___________________
Vandalia Trail Brisk Ride
9-11 a.m. / Southeast corner of Meijer park-
ing lot, Dan Jones Road just north of US 40, 
Plainfield/ Monthly winter bike ride of the 
Friends of the Vandalia Trail in Plainfield. The 
route is about 9 miles, but the group and 
individuals can ride more or less, depending 
on the conditions.

16  __________________
Mom and Son Super Hero Fun Glow Party
4-6 p.m. / Washington Township Park/Recre-
ation/Parks & Gardens, 115 S. County Road 
575, Avon / An event for moms and their sons. 
Mom will receive a special take home. Price: 
$20 a couple; $5 for extra moms or sons.

17  ___________________
Bingo
2-5 p.m. / Danville Armory, 1245 E Main St., 
Danville / Doors open at 1 p.m. / Money 
raised goes to support Danville Community 
Education Foundation, high school senior 
scholarships and teacher classroom grants 
throughout the district.  Price: $15 in ad-
vance, $20 at the door.  Must be 18 years or 
older enter/participate.

17  ___________________
No Luck Irish Run
8:30 a.m. / Stacked Pickle, 2499 Perry Cross-
ing Way, Plainfield / St. Paddy’s day celebra-
tions make for perfect opportunities to dress 
up like a crazy leprechaun. Races include a 
half marathon, 5k, and kid’s dash. Price: $25. 
A portion of every single entry goes toward 
packing meals to fight world hunger. Visit 
our website for more information. http://ra-
cemaker.org/event/no-luck-irish-run/

EVENTScalendar

Families can learn the rich history of ma-
ple syrup sugaring on March 8 and 9 during 
Maple Syrup Days at McCloud Nature Park 
in North Salem.

Between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., guests can 
tap trees, learn how syrup was made in the 
pioneer days, and see the modern process 
inside the Sugar Shack.

Perhaps the best the part is the opportunity 
to sample and take home some genuine, all-
natural McCloud Nature Park maple syrup. But 
if you can’t wait to put it to good use, guests 
can enjoy the Pancake Breakfast between 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. (reservations are encouraged).

The event is free to attend and hosted by the 
Hendricks County Parks Foundation and Hen-
dricks County Parks and Recreation. McCloud 
Nature Park is located at 8518 Hughes Rd., 
North Salem. For more information call (317) 
718-6118 or visit hendrickscountyparks.org.

The breakfast will include all-you-can-eat 
pancakes, a serving of sausage, fresh fruit, 

orange juice and coffee. Donations are ac-
cepted and will go to the Hendricks County 
Parks Foundation. Walk-ins are accepted as 
space allows. Seating begins at 8 a.m. and 
continues throughout the day in 45-minute 
increments. To reserve a spot at the Pancake 
Breakfast Fundraiser, visit pfohc.org or call 
the HCP&R main office at (317) 718-6188.

To get the full Maple Syrup Days experi-
ence, guests should check out several areas 
of the park. Points of interest include the 
“Sugar Bush” where the tapped maple trees 
are located and a Native American area 
where you can learn how the first inhabit-
ants made maple syrup.  

Guests will also get the chance to practice 
their tree tapping and identification skills. 
Naturalists will teach visitors how to find 
sugar maples in winter and also allow them 
to practice tapping a maple log.

Special this year is the 15th-anniversary com-
memorative maple syrup bottle. The label was 
designed by HCP&R naturalist Jordan Tremper.

Maple Syrup Days taps into a rich history

Zoey Danz (5), Brownsburg, checks for sap from one of McCloud’s many maple trees at Maple Syrup Days 2018.
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ON
AN OPTION

Last year, my St. Patrick’s Day 
started with the Lucky Clover Run in 
Carmel. The weather was cold and 
wet with rain at the Start/Finish line.  
I did not collapse from the 4-mile 
run, I was warm and dry inside the 
Brockway Public House. 

Our St. Paddy’s day group enjoyed 
breakfast and of course, green beer to 
savor before and during the 4-miler. I 
ordered the Bangers and Mash plus a 
Scotch Egg. With packed crowd inside 
and out in the tent, service was quick 
with a smile. My order of bangers and 
mash was served piping hot with an 
Irish style sausage, buttery colcannon, 
and savory Guinness gravy. The 
Scotch Egg was cooked to perfection. 
Every item was full of flavor and could 

have been shared but I did not.
By the way, if you ever see me 

running, call 911 ASAP! 

WHERE I DINE

 
Plainfield

 
 

Claddagh Irish Pub
 

 
Guinness beer cheese and pretzels, 
Gaelic Chicken. 

 
It was one of the first places I took 
my now-wife on a date. With my West 
coast hours, the grill is open a little 
longer plus it’s close to home.

Claddagh
2539 Perry Crossing Way

Plainfield

1795 W. US 40
Clayton

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. 
Follow on Instagram and Twitter @
FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

Large 1 topping traditional  
crust pizza and an order  

of breadsticks

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 3/31/19

Brenda’s Cakes and Catering
6313 Rockville Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46214
(317) 244-1241 • brendascakes.com

Let us design the 
perfect cake for 

your special day! 

Call today for a 
free cake tasting 

consultation.
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We love our Hendricks 
County communities. If 

you have something you 
believe we should know 

about, please send to 
editorial@icontimes.com.  

Westside Cougars All Stars is an All Star 
Cheerleading program located on Indianapo-
lis’ Westside. One of its teams, Fierce Fury, 
recently won the JamFest Super Nationals 
competition and received a full paid bid to 
compete in Orlando, Fla. at The D2 Summit.

Once in Orlando, they will compete for the 
most coveted National Champion titles in 
the sport of All Star Cheerleading. Westside 
Cougars Fierce Fury is one of only two teams 
in the country to have received a full paid bid 

in their division. The team is comprised of 14 
athletes, aged 7 to 11. 

Westside has two other teams, 9 Volt and 
Pink Ladies, that also received bids, although 
unpaid, and will compete in Orlando at The 
D2 Summit.

Westside Gymnastics and Cheer, 2478 
N Raceway Road, Indianapolis, has classes 
available for any athlete who is interested in 
being part of the Westside Cheer and Gym-
nastics family.

Westside cheerleading program wins 
national competition

A meal of wild game – black bear, turtle, 
goose, deer, buffalo and squirrel – was the at-
traction for the annual Beast Feast fundraiser 
for Seeds of Hope, a women’s drug and alco-
hol recovery program based on the southside 
of Indianapolis.

“It’s been a 20 -year tradition,” said the Rev. 
Glenn O’Connor, the pastor of St. Susanna 
Catholic Church. “Started out with a bunch of 
guys that were hunters and kind of had a family 
party that got bigger and bigger.

“We kind of use it as a little bit of a way to 

coming together and give some money to 
Seeds of Hope. A lot of people make contri-
butions, with hunting, planning and prepar-
ing the Beast Feast. The event has become 
a big part of our fundraisers at St Susanna 
Catholic Church.”

The event also was a homecoming for 
Glenn, who is recovering from a pulmonary 
embolism at the Westfield home of his sister, 
Maureen Guimont. His last service Christ-
mas Eve.

“I’m happy to be here,” Glenn said. “Trust me.”

Beast Feast continues long tradition 
to support Seeds of Hope

Brownsburg resident John Cochran has 
been spending 2019 downtown in a new 
role at the Indiana Statehouse. The attorney 
has been serving as the parliamentarian for 
the Indiana House of Representatives this 
session, advising the speaker and members 
of the House on rules and procedures.

“It has been a little bit of a learning curve, 
but I’ve always been interested in the pro-
cess,” Cochran said. “I enjoy it very much, 
and I like working with the people there.”

Diving deeper into that process has been 
fun, Cochran said, and gaining this new pro-
spective has been a great opportunity.

While the continual day to day changes 
have been challenging, Cochran said it’s 
also made the position exciting.

“A lot of times you don’t know what to 
expect, so it’s hard to plan your day out. 
But I just take things as they come,” he said. 
“There’s never a dull day.”

Cochran and his wife, Dana, have lived 
in Brownsburg for almost two years now, 
after also calling Avon home for a few years. 

While he grew up on the north side on In-
dianapolis, Cochran said the transition to 
Hendricks County was a smooth one.

The people, he said, make it easy to love 
living here.

“I very much enjoy the sense of commu-
nity. Brownsburg still has that small-town 
feel, but it’s the fastest growing municipal-
ity in the state,” Cochran explained. “It’s a bit 
exciting in the sense that it’s growing, and I 
think that it’s growing in the right way.”

The Cochrans spend a lot of their time 
getting involved and giving back to the 
community, he said, with Dana working 
often with local charities and he being ac-
tive with the Hendricks County Republicans. 
While he has thrown his name in for Hen-
dricks County council in the past, he said 
that serving in local government isn’t a part 
of his current plans.

“When I ran for Hendricks County Council, 
it was a great opportunity to get out in the 
community,” he added. “I absolutely plan to 
continue to stay involved in the community.” 

County resident serves as 
parliamentarian for Indiana House
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Quaker pastor and Danville native Phil Gulley is an author of more than 20 books, a hu-
morist and a columnist that often draws on life experiences as inspiration. Gulley will be 
honored alongside Indiana author Dan Wakefield on March 12 when the Christian Theo-
logical Seminary presents an evening of “Power & Promise.” All proceeds from the event 
will support the Indiana Writers Center’s summer learning program, “Building a Rainbow,” 
which serves at-risk youth. For more information, visit www.cts.edu/news-events/events/.

2,000
The Avon Optimist Club is now accepting applications for the Charles H. Schoen Memorial Scholar-
ship. The $2,000 scholarship is open to students planning to attend a two-year program or other 
vocational-technical training. Eligible graduating seniors must Washington Township and maintain 
a C (2.0) or better average in high school. For more information, or to download and print the appli-
cation form, visit www.AvonOptimist.org. Applications will be accepted until midnight April 1.

Our  

ICONic  

community

Parks director receives state award
Brownsburg Parks and Recreation Di-

rector Travis Tranbarger recently won the 
Young Professionals award from the Indiana 
Parks and Recreation Association (IPRA).

The Young Professional Award is present-
ed to a current parks and recreation pro-
fessional who exhibits the attributes of an 
emerging leader, as displayed through their 
initiative, innovation, and contributions to 
the park and recreation field. Nominees 
must be an IPRA member and 35-years of 
age or younger.

With a focus on community engagement, 
Tranbarger has worked hard to achieve 
some major accomplishments with Browns-
burg Parks. He has done this by connecting 
Brownsburg with the addition of new trails 
in town, and by starting the PEAK program 
for teens – an expansion of the current 
after-school program to meet the needs of 
middle school students.

Learn more about park programs and 
events at www.brownsburg.org/parks/.

From left, Marvetta Grimes, Executive Director, Seed of Hope Inc, and Fr. Glenn O’Connor

Some of the game food

Folks partake in the game food

open at 5:15 p.m., and doors open to the 
public at 6 p.m. For more information or to 
purchase tickets for the event, visit www.
mistyeyes.org/rtw.

www.heritagelake.comCarolyn Sabean  317-796-1508

Beat the Spring Rush
Call Carolyn if You’re 
Thinking of Buying or 
Selling at Heritage Lake

March 2019 Heritage Lake_ICON 2-17_Layout 1  2/19/2019  9:51 PM  Page 1
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Pet-lovers will unite once again for 
Misty Eyes Animal Center’s annual fun-
draising event Raise the Woof. The fun-
filled evening will feature uplifting stories 
and celebrations as guests meet some of 
the center’s most memorable dogs and 
cats and hear their amazing stories.

“We have hosted this event yearly 
since 2012. This is our longest standing 
fundraiser,” Misty Eyes Co-Founder Renee 
Harlor said. “We have seen it grow over 
the years and are excited as we have 
more tickets purchased this year than 
ever before and are hopeful it may sell 
out.”

The evening will feature a silent auc-
tion with amazing items, including a 
gas grill, airfare, hotel stays, a private 
wine tasting and much more. With de-
licious food and beverages, music and 
fun, Harlor promises that this is the 
event you won’t forget!

“I think the best thing about this 
event is that it will be uplifting,” she 
added. “This year we are bringing in 
some animals and the night will be fun 
and memorable. We have saved over 1,500 
animals since founding and expect 2019 to 
be our best year to date.”

Raise the Woof will be held March 30 at 
Chateau Thomas Winery. The VIP area will 

Raise the Woof fundraiser returns



Miss a day of laundry?  
Not with this family. 
You don’t take time off—so neither do we.
Learn more about energy you can count on at HendricksPower.com.

TOAST
 TOWN

Celebrating Brownsburg!

White Lick Elementary School 
5th grader Elle McCulloch 

juggles colorful scarves on Feb. 
22  as part of the school’s annual 

Juggling Masters program, a 
before-school extra-curricular 

opportunity for students in 
grades 3-5.  Physical Education 
teacher Zach Kelley has run the 

program for 18 years. The aim 
of the program is to find some 
type of exercise program that 

would be fit for all students, not 
just students who were athletic.. 

(Photo by Rick Myers)
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What do you think of when 
you think of Brownsburg?

What comes to mind when you think of 
Brownsburg? For those of you who call it home, 
well, it’s home. It a place that you’ve made 
many great memories of with your family. 

For others, Brownsburg is a community 
that’s purple passion hits into overdrive as 
it relates to youth baseball and high school 
sports - a breeding ground, if you will, for 
probably more pro athletes for the size of a 
town that it is than anyplace in the country - 
this, of course is antidotal. 

My first professional experience with 
Brownsburg was interesting to say the least. 
In a former publishing endeavor, many years 
ago, I got cross-haired with someone who 
objected to someone on my team going to 
another source for a story. 

In my many years of journalism at that 
time, I couldn’t understand the concern. I 
kindly stated that this wouldn’t be an issue 
in Avon, Danville or Plainfield. This individ-
ual, who will remain anonymous, screamed 
in my year - listing all of the aforementioned 
towns one by one, “we aren’t ....... we are 
Brownsburg!”  My initial reaction was - is this 
Brownsburg? Someone told me afterword 
that it wasn’t - he was certainly correct.

When I think of Brownsburg today - I live 
in Avon - I think of a very proud community. 
I think of some of the best people I know. I 
think of my wonderful experience as a pa-
rishioner at St. Malachy Catholic Church, as 
well as my volunteer work as a member of 
the Knights of Columbus. Many of my great-
est Hendricks County memories revolve 
around the two and occurred in Brownsburg. 

I hope you enjoy our second Brownsburg 
attempt with Toast of the Town. In the com-
ing months we will turn our attention to 
Danville in May, Avon in July and Plainfield 
in September, as we complete our Toast of 
the Town coverage. 

Please email me at rick@icontimes.com 
with any story suggestions.

Thank you for your readership!

Q:  
What is that you 
most celebrate 

Brownsburg for?

Compiled by Faith Toole

faceto face
Brownsburg

One of 
the many 
reasons to 
celebrate 
Brownsburg 
is Hilligoss 

Bakery who gives back to our 
town. Mr Hilligoss gave my 
daughter a check for East Mid-
dle School’s  National Junior 
Honor Society, Relay for Life.

Pam Lay, Indianapolis

Our home-
town feel. 
Browns-
burg offers 
a lot and 
still keeps a 

hometown feel. 

HiedeJo Maddox, Brownsburg

Brownsburg 
Education 
Founda-
tion in their 
efforts sup-
porting 

our teachers and students. 
With that support teachers’ 
creativity is impacting the 
students’ learning. 

Angela Falcone, Brownsburg

It’s our com-
munity who 
has patron-
ize Green 
Street Pub 
week after 

week, turning into years 
as we celebrate serving 
Brownsburg for 20 years.

Kim Dillon, Brownsburg 

The com-
munity, our 
neighbors, 
and the 
athletics at 
Brownsburg 

High School.

Eric Bushue, Brownsburg

Brownsburg 
has the best 
community 
that I’ve have 
ever lived 
(in). I’m from 

California; rather be here. 
Brownsburg is great place 
to raise kids. That’s why we 
moved here, it is safe. 

Michelle Roggasch, Brownsburg

One of my 
favorite 
things about 
Brownsburg 
is that it has a 
great balance 

of being a tight-knit community, 
whose members want the best 
for each other, while also still 
being a place that is very much 
open to change and to growth.

Jesse Mizell, Brownsburg

I grew up in 
Brownsburg, 
graduated 
from the high 
school. Our 
town has 

changed so much, some good 
and some bad, but that’s 
progress. Through it all it’s still 
my home and community. 

Sandy Parsons Slusser, Brownsburg

Rick Myers is the publisher of the Hendricks 
County ICON.  Email: rick@icontimes.com.

60 Years of Quality Craftsmanship

22 E. Main St. | Brownsburg, IN 46112 | (317) 852-2306 | nelsonjewelers.com



Hey, Brownsburg students! If you attend 
Brownsburg Community Schools, Bethesda 
Christian Schools or St. Malachy School, we 
want to know who has the coolest teacher! 
Send your name, address and telephone 
number along with a 100-word summary 
of why your teacher should be honored 
as the Swartout Dental/Hendricks County 
ICON’s Brownsburg Teacher of the Month 
to teacher@myicon.info. The deadline for 
nominations for March Teacher of the Month 
are due March 15th. The winning student and 
teacher will both receive $50 gift cards to 
Chicago’s Pizza. Please take time to nominate 
a deserving teacher from your school.

Swartout Dental is the official ICON  
Brownsburg Teacher of the Month sponsor.

Brownsburg Teacher of the Month
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Brownsburg Early History
In 1824, when James B. Brown arrived 

in the area now known as Lincoln Town-
ship there were few, if any, known set-
tlers to the west and north of him. The 
township at the time was named Brown, 
after him.  It engulfed all of the land now 
known as Brown and Lincoln Townships. 

The town of Brownsburg actually 
began as a village. On March 3, 1832 a 
sheep skin land grant for eighty acres 
signed by John Quincy Adams was given 
to Daniel Brown.

William Harris and his family arrived 
and decided it was the perfect location 
to grow a town on the long stagecoach 
route between Indianapolis and Craw-
fordsville. He platted out the land in 1835 
and named it Harrisburgh, after himself. 
The name was later changed to Browns-
burgh  to avoid confusion with another 
Harrisburg, and paying homage to early 
settler James B. Brown.

In 1848 it became an incorporated vil-
lage and officials were elected.  The legal 
status was dropped after a few years but 
was revived again in 1870.  In 1893, the 
“h” was dropped from the name.

Much of this area was swampland, 
but it still grew as businesses, churches, 
schools and farms grew.

Churches
Many churches began in homes. A 

Regular Baptist Church was the first to be 
built in the area in 1828. It also served as 
a school. Brownsburg Christian Church 
followed in 1837, and then Brownsburg 
Methodist meeting house in 1848.

The first Catholics to settle in Hen-
dricks County were Irish immigrants, 
including The Reverend D.J. McMullen, 
who held mass in private homes until, St. 
Malachy Church was built in 1867.

Schools
Around this time schools were also 

founded. The first school was known as 
the Little Red Schoolhouse – sounds like 
the name of a childhood book, doesn’t it?  
Others were Brown, Lawler, Squankum, 
and even Greenwood.  But the name that 
caught my attention was the Sixty-Cents 
School built in 1854 just northeast of 
town. Many stories explained the name, 
but the most commonly accepted was 
that every piece for the building was do-
nated except the door lock, which cost 
sixty cents.

Eventually, one room school houses 
scattered about the townships evolved 
into organized schools built in town.  In 
1899, the first two story school house 
opened on the corner of School Street 
and College Avenue. The first indepen-
dent Brownsburg High School was con-
structed in 1916-1917 with a gymna-
sium on the third floor and restrooms in 
the basement.

Library
On January 3, 1917, Elza Henson, 

President of the Brownsburg Town 
Board, wrote to the Carnegie Corpora-
tion, explaining the citizens had raised 
the required amount to contribute to the 
building of a library and asked Carnegie 
to consider donating funds for a building.  
Citizens collected books, and in 1918 the 
building was completed on Main Street 
and Adams. As the town grew, the library 
did also, and in 1981 the new building 
was built on North Jefferson.  Another 
renovation was made in 1998, and in 
2018, the Brownsburg Public Library cel-
ebrated one hundred years. In 2019, the 
library is undergoing a makeover inside 
and out with more public space, a new 
Teen/Tween area, nine study rooms, and 

a new glass façade on the building.

Roads
As early as 1824 Indiana Legislature 

designated “Mud Road” to be called 
Indianapolis/Crawfordsville Road. The 
Brownsburg section was swampy and 
sometimes a rainstorm caused so much 
mud that people claimed they were 
forced to stay in the local pub until it sub-
sided. I’m sure the pubs were grateful for 
the business.

Still, for several years, it was not much 
more than a path or rudimentary road 
cut through the wilderness.

Green Street, named after the Morton 
Green family, had its muddy beginning as 
an old Indian trail. In 1934 it was desig-
nated as SR 267.

In 1961, construction finished I-74, to 
connect with I-465 and easy access to 
Indianapolis.

Railroad
1869 brought the railroad to Browns-

burg to bring shipments of stock, lum-
ber, and other necessities. The Big Four 
changed the town as factories, mills, 

A rich history, the Town of Brownsburg actually  
began as a village

HISTORY

History  continued on page 5

TOAST OF THE TOWN

Big Four Depot. (Photos courtesy of Brownsburg Public Library) Patrons stand in line outside of Browny Theater. ca. 1950s
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History  continued from page 4 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

population and prosperity grew.  
A side-by-side track was developed in 1907, when 

the interurban track was laid from Indianapolis through 
Brownsburg to Crawfordsville.  This allowed residents 
easier access to their jobs in Speedway and Indianapolis.

Theaters
In 1919 the Pastime Theater opened on Main Street 

about where the gazebo now stands.  It showed si-
lent movies and Brownsburg resident Harry Rynierson 
played the accompanying piano.

Then in 1938, the Browny Theater opened on Green 
Street. The name was chosen by residents in a contest. 
The first movie shown was “You’re a Sweetheart”.

In 1982 the College Avenue Gymnasium, built in 
1930s, was a filming spot for a part of the movie “Hoo-
siers. The production team invited local residents to 
dress in period costume to fill the bleacher seats for 
the movie.

Parks
Brownsburg has always loved its parks.
At the northeast corner of Franklin and Green Streets 

was Davidson’s Woods, the site of Brownsburg’s only 
horseracing track, featuring sulky racing. The race track 
closed in 1910 and it became a place for picnicking, a 
bandwagon for music, a wooden platform for dancing, 
and a baseball diamond.

In the 1920s my grandparents, Ed and Effie Hufford, 

owned a small farm with a gravel pit just south of town. 
My grandfather mowed the area, put in some picnic 
tables, and on Sunday afternoons families paid twenty-
five cents to picnic, play croquet in the grass and paddle 
a rowboat around the pond.

 In 1922, Eaton Park was formed on property donated 
by the widow of Grandison Eaton, following the wishes 
of her deceased husband. This park was the site of early 
Little League baseball, and also where July 4th carnivals 
and church fish fries were held.

Arbuckle Acres, just north of the railroad, was named 
for Alex H. Arbuckle, who originally owned the land on 
North Green Street.  Today it is the site for many town 
events and gatherings, with tennis courts and shaded 
pathways following the creek.  The entry site is now 
busy with construction for multi-level apartments, retail 
and restaurants and parking garages for a new look on 
North Green Street.  Mr. Arbuckle would be proud to 
know that Brownsburg is growing its downtown with a 
look to the future, just as he did, all the while preserving 
the park for community use.

The newer Williams Park on the south side provides 
paved walkways, a nice playground and a splash park.

Raceway Park
This is racing country, and Brownsburg was glad to 

welcome Raceway Park to its eastern borders in 1960.
In 1958, a group of Indianapolis investors, led by 

Tom Binford and Roger Ward purchased land east 

of Brownsburg and began development of Raceway 
Park. The original intent was to design a 15-turn, 2.5 
mile road course.  Nearly as an afterthought, they de-
cided to incorporate a quarter-mile drag strip into the 
long straightaway. 

The facility’s first event was held in the fall of 1960. 
Meantime, at the U.S. Nationals in Detroit, a handshake 
agreement between Binford and NHRA founder Wally 
Parks promised that that event would move to the Race-
way Park in 1961.  This pact was signed and sealed un-
der a tree in Detroit Dragway’s pits, and Lucas Oil Race-
way at Indianapolis eventually became the home of the 
NHRA’s biggest annual event. 

And now…
Brownsburg has a strong sense of community that 

remains today.  An article in an 1889 edition of the 
“Brownsburg Record” states it well   “…it is altogether 
too pretty a town to be permitted to go into decay.  It is 
the unavoidable duty of its men and women of intel-
ligence, property, and business, to take hold of it and 
push it along in the high road of prosperity.” 

Much of the information contained herein came directly 
from, or was paraphrased from The Village of Brownsburg 
by Peg Kennedy and Frankie Konovsek, Images of Ameri-
ca’s Brownsburg, by Linda Lichte Cook, and The History of 
Hendricks County, 1914 – 1976, published by the Hendricks 
County Historical Society.

TOAST OF THE TOWN

EASTER EGG HUNT
APRIL 13, 2019

ARBUCKLE ACRES PARK & 
BROWNSBURG TOWN HALL

More than 14,000 eggs! Bounce house, games, 
music, prizes, inflatables, carnival games, petting 

zoo, bike station and food trucks!

Photos with Easter Bunny Start at 9:30 AM
Egg Hunt beings at 11 AM

Rain Date: April 20

PRESENTED BY BROWNSBURG PARKS, THE TOWN OF BROWNSBURG
AND HENDRICKS REGIONAL HEALTH

EASTER EGG HUNT 
& FAMILY FUN DAY
EASTER EGG HUNT 
& FAMILY FUN DAY

APRIL 13
ARBUCKLE ACRES PARK 

More than 14,000 eggs! Bounce house, carnival games, music, prizes, 
inflatables, petting zoo, bike station and food trucks!

Egg Hunt begins at 11 AM
 Photos with the Easter Bunny and 

Family Fun Activities 
start at 9:30 AM

  Rain Date: April 20

Join us for a series of three meetings as part of our interactive planning 
process. Attend one session or all three! Participants will work with our 
project team consisting of architects to design the facility. Children are 

welcome to take part, too!
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SCHOOLS

By Lindsay Doty

Four or five times a day sophomore Lind-
say Willis and her classmates funnel through 
what’s known as the “outdoor” hallway at 
Brownsburg High School.

“It has roof and everything. It was pretty 
warm at the start of school and now it can 
get cold in there,” says Willis, one of about 
2600 students at the high school.

The temporary passing zone is just part of 
attending a school that’s undergoing a ma-
jor renovation. 

“We’re talking about working on a plane 
while it is in flight,” said Brownsburg Com-
munity School Corporation Superintendent 
Jim Snapp.

“We are making significant renovations 
to the middle of that building while we are 
having school and the students and teach-

ers have been tremendous and flexible.”
The BHS construction project designed to 

revamp the outdated 1971 building and ac-
commodate Brownsburg’s growing student 
population is getting closer to its crescendo. 
Sixty-seven new classrooms are already in 
use and renovation of a larger modern caf-
eteria and auditorium (expected to be com-
plete by Jan. 2020) are in full swing.

“The auditorium is the biggest thing I’m 
looking forward to. I’m in show choir and we 
don’t have an auditorium right now and I’m 
really excited for that to get finished,” said 
Willis, who has been performing with her 
choir at East Middle School because of the 
construction.

The construction is necessary to ac-
commodate growth. The district adds an 
average of 250 students a year, spread out 
through K-12. 

The newest school, Lincoln Elementary, 
opened this school year and already has 
three new neighborhoods under construc-
tion assigned to the building.

“I feel like the growth has been rapid, but 
Brownsburg schools have always been on 
top of it,” said Rachael Vaught, a Brownsburg 
mother of three, including two current stu-
dents and a 2018 graduate who has been 
active in sports and extracurriculars.

“I want the schools to continue to use 
their resources wisely and to build what is 
necessary but not to lose focus on keeping 
class sizes reasonable,” adds Vaught.

  District leaders are proud to point out 
that they have tacked the projects while 
maintaining the district’s A-rated academic 
status and without raising taxes in six years.

 But growth comes new responsibilities. 
The district recently added a fifth officer 

to its school police force roster that also 
includes a K-9.  They’ve also added seven 
counselors in the last three years to address 
mental health issues.

“It’s not easy growing up today. I don’t 
care if they are six or sixteen. They are really 
faced with a number of issues we want to 
be able to support them the best we can,” 
adds Snapp. 

At the high school level, BH works to pre-
serve the climate of a smaller campus by 
assigning each graduating class or “team” a 
roster of adults (from counselor to assistant 
principal) that will guide them through the 
next four years.

“I’m Team 2021 and because of the team 
system I pretty much know everyone in my 
class and it really doesn’t feel that big,” said 
Lindsay Willis.

Hard Hats & Backpacks
Brownsburg Schools keep up with growth

Students funnel through what’s known as the “outdoor” hallway at Brownsburg High School. The temporary passing zone is just part of attending a school that’s undergoing a major renovation. (Photo by Rick Myers)
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Locally owned and operated • Located behind Lowes off Dan Jones Rd. • Hours: Mon-Fri, 7:30am - 5:30pm

WE MAY MEET BY  
ACCIDENT

but our love and commitment to Hendricks County is no mischance.
Over 20 years of Helping Families & Supporting our Community

Avon Chamber of Commerce - member • Shop with a Cop • Kiwanis Club of Avon - member  
• Avon & Plainfield Rotary – sponsor projects • Avon Washington Township Public Library – 

ArtScape sponsor • Vineyard Life Church Indy & Brownsburg • St. Susanna’s basketball camp  
• Avon School Sports • Misty Eyes • Operation Comfort Warrior • Backpack Supplies • Plainfield 

Pee-Wee • Sheltering Wings • Relay for Life • Hoosier Burn Camp Ride • Project Angel
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By Lindsay Doty

With the rapid population growth in 
Brownsburg, the desire for parks, trails, and 
indoor/ outdoor sports and recreation is 
greater than ever.  It’s the driving reason be-
hind several major projects that will reshape 
the town’s leisure landscape.

The big one: a multi-generational com-
munity center proposed in the area of Ar-
buckle Acres Park behind the new down-

town development.  This spring, town 
leaders are holding a series of pre-design 
meetings to gather information from resi-
dents on what the center should be from 
start to finish.

“Essentially, we are wanting to collect as 
much public input as we can on this com-
munity center because we want to have it 
be a true center of the community,” Browns-
burg Parks and Recreation Director Travis 

Tranbarger said. 
He says residents will be asked about how 

the facility will look, its name, programs, 
and how to pay for it. 

“I think it’s going to be very important 
for the community to let us know how they 
want this funded,” he said. “What’s the bal-
ance of tax contributions versus user fees?” 

For several years, the parks and recreation 
department has been conducting surveys 

to gain feedback on the center.  Some of the 
items already on the “want list” include an 
indoor community pool (swim lessons are 
currently taken at Brownsburg High School 
but can be crowded), an indoor walking 
path, along with space for youth sports and 
senior classes. 

Design Your Community Center
Town Leaders Seek Public Input on New Rec Center

An aerial view showing the proposed multi-generational  community center. (Submitted photo)

PARKS AND RECREATION

Parks and Recreation continued on page 9
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A schematic showing the Dog Park at Cardinal Park that will be up and ready this fall. (Submitted photo)

&
Charles E. “Gene”  

Hostetter
Misty Y. Edwards

Matthew E. Dumas
John K. McDavid
Joshua D. Adair

Client Focused  • Responsive 
Comprehensive • Proven

Call Today 
For An 

Appointment:
317.852.2422

515 North Green Street, Suite 200
Brownsburg, IN 46112
Office 317.852.2422  www.hostetterlegal.com

• Criminal Law
• Elder Law
•  Probate and Estate Planning
• Family Law
• Personal Injury
• Real Estate Law

For 42 years, Hostetter and Associates  
has been a proven provider of legal  

services in Hendricks County and beyond.  
We look forward to being a valuable legal 
resource for our growing community for 

many years to come.

Parks and Recreation continued from page 8

 “There’s a lot of balancing priorities and 
needs. That’s why we want the community 
to come out and say how they want their 
park system,” Tranbarger said. 

The public meetings that start March 6 
(Bonus: they include free childcare.) will 
drive the six month-pre-design process. 
Town leaders hope to have a final proposal 
approved by early fall with construction tak-
ing another estimated two to four years.

In addition, the parks department is also 
looking for public feedback to develop the 
former Tague family property, a 51-acre 
space (315 W. Main) located west of the 
CVS on Green St. The town purchased the 
$1.14 million property last June (the fam-
ily donated around 5 acres for the project) 
with the idea of turning it into a large com-

munity park with multi-use fields and a 
nature center. 

Brownsburg parks and recreation leaders 
continue to see a demand for more leisure 
options. Everything from the popular “Let’s 
Go Sports” youth programs to sold-out 
events like the Mother/Son Dance or the 
always-packed Easter egg hunt at Arbuckle 
Acres is a reflection of a growing sector. 

“What we are seeing in the parks and rec-
reation realm is a lot of people are choosing 
to move where they can have a better qual-
ity of life with more opportunities for play, 
recreation, leisure time and I think that’s 
why parks and recreation, the trails, the 
parks, and the programs are at the forefront 
of the discussion.”

Public input meeting on  
Community Center
When: March 6, 6:30 p.m.
Where:  Town Hall Council Room,  

61 N. Green St.
Register online. Free child care. 

Other input meetings
When: April 23, 24, 25 6:30 p.m.
Where:  Brownsburg Fire  

Territory headquarters,  
470 E. Northfield Dr.

Other projects
Other park projects on the horizon for 
Brownsburg 2019:
1.  Dogs! The town’s first off-leash 

dog park located at Cardinal Park. 
Construction starts this spring on 
the 2-acre site that will have separate 
areas for small and large dogs. 
Expected to be done in the fall. 

2.  Upgrades to outdated Stephen’s Park 
and playground coming soon. 

3.  Trails: Brownsburg Parks is currently 
working to finalize plans for White 
Lick Creek Greenway. The plan is to 
add trails from the I-74 on/off ramps 
to Arbuckle Acres and eventually 
connect the town to Avon. 
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By Chris Cornwall

Retired business owner and former Lin-
coln Township Trustee, Donovan Peoples, 
enjoys a good joke but his continued in-
volvement in the Brownsburg community 
has been nothing less than a serious contri-
bution. In addition to the time he’s served as 
an elected official, Peoples is also a longtime 
member of the Brownsburg Kiwanis Club.

“He likes to joke around,” said Rick White, 
key club advisor for the Brownsburg Kiwan-
is. “He can be one those guys that will give 
you a hard time but there’s nothing mean 
about it. Don is someone who can be called 
on to help in about any situation.”

Peoples retired in 2017 following a 
planned merger between the business he 
founded, Peoples Promotions, and Image 
Pros. But while he remains involved in only 
an advisory capacity, his work in the com-
munity has continued.

Peoples regularly emcees events for the 
Brownsburg Community School Corpora-
tion, an organization he says in central to 
Brownsburg’s success. In his 35 years as a 
resident, Brownsburg’s population has more 
than tripled, and he believes the schools are 
a big reason why.

“It has been recognized as one of the 
top in the state. So people are moving into 
our area for that if nothing else. Residents 
expect that every year from kindergarten 

all the way up to the high school. It’s always 
been a great school system, but it’s picked 
up in the past few years under the direction 
of Dr. Snapp.,” Peoples said.

Peoples also noted that the low crime 
rate and youth sports programs tend to 
bring in new residents.

And while growing communities like 
Brownsburg must adapt in certain ways to 
accommodate a larger population, Peoples 
said parks department is really starting to 
hit its stride.  

“Our parks department has gone through 
some growing pains but now it seems to 
be on the move,” he said. “They have several 
parks and are improving them constantly, 
so that is wonderful.”

One amenity Peoples would like to see, or 
return rather, is a community center.

“We had one for a short time, and it was 
successful, but it was in a school building 
that the school then needed back because of 
their growth. A community center would be 
a great addition, and hopefully that will hap-
pen in the next two or three years,” he said.

When asked to name the things that 
make Brownsburg a community, Peoples 
had a list ranging from the schools, the fire 
territory, the parks and several more. But 
despite all these highlights, the underlying 
answer is simple.  

“It’s just a friendly community to live in.”  

Donovan Peoples has called Brownsburg home for the last 35 years. (Photo by Chris Cornwall)

TOAST OF THE TOWN

Former Lincoln Twp. Trustee, 
Don Peoples, on what makes 
Brownsburg the place to live

PERSONALITYDENTISTRY FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN
Enjoy the 

Convenience of 
Having All Your 
Family Dental  

Needs in  
One Office!

BROWNSBURG
321 E. Northfield Drive #300

317-852-3176
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm & 2pm-5pm

Now Offering Friday Hours Once a Month
SwartoutDental.com

FREE 
Cosmetic Consult

Learn how your smile can be improved at no charge!
Offer expires 3/15/19

New Patient  
Welcome Special!

$49 
Includes: Exam, X-Rays,  

Teeth Cleaning
Not valid with insurance or government funded dental 
insurance programs. One coupon per family. Not valid 
with any other offers or discounts. Offer expires 3/15/19

Lenten Dinner

Dinners
All You Can Eat 
(Anything & Everything) ..........................$15.00
Full Meal Deal:  
(Entrée, 2 Sides, Drink & Dessert) ...............$10.00
Basic Dinner: 
(Entrée & 2 Sides) .....................................$8.00

Entrées : $5.50 (Make any entrée a sandwich)

Baked Fish (Cod)
Fried Shrimp (7 pc)

Hand Breaded Fried Fish (Cod)
Hand Breaded Fried Catfish

Sides: $1.75 Each

Baked Potato

Baked Sweet 

Potato

Scalloped Potatoes

Soup - Small

French Fries

Green Beans

Applesauce

Mac & Cheese

Cole Slaw

Salad - Small

In the St. Malachy School Gymnasium  
7410 County Road 1000, Brownsburg

Soup & Salad Bar: $5.50 

(All you can eat Soup, Salad & Rolls)

Other Dishes
Soup or Salad  – Bowl..............$2.50

Fried Shrimp – 3 pc ................$2.75

Cheese Pizza ..........................$2.00

Cheese Sticks ..........................$2.00

Drinks: $1.00 Each

Lemonade - Iced Tea - Fruit Punch

Coffee (FREE Refills)
Bottled Water (per bottle)

Desserts: $1.00 Each

St. Malachy Knights of Columbus #12540

March 8, 15, 22, 29 
April 5, 12

Fridays
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
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Mike Crowder started MRC Wood Products as a hobby. (Photo by Chris Cornwall)

TOAST OF THE TOWN

By Chris Cornwall

Mike Crowder has at least one regret as 
he’s grown MRC Wood Products from a one-
man operation in his garage to 25 employ-
ees in less than nine years: He’s sometimes 
been too slow.

“There were times when we’d say we 
aren’t quite ready for that when in fact, you 
really are ready,” Crowder said. “I would say 
take that next step sooner than you think 
because what my experience has been is 
that when you wait to feel ready to take that 
next step, it’s almost too late. I would want 
myself to take those risks sooner.”

Crowder, 37, now operates out of a 
20,000-square-foot production facility in 
Brownsburg. Crowder moved his company 
there from Pittsboro in February. And there’s 
room to expand the facility even more. In 
fact, Crowder made an expansion plan be-
fore moving in.

MRC Wood Products designs, produces 
and ships wooden signs all over the world. 
Crowder said it all started as a side gig to 
earn extra cash when the recession hit in 
2008. Before the real estate bubble popped, 
Crowder was flipping houses with his fam-
ily. But as the subprime market faded, he 
looked at millwork as a possible avenue and 
began making and selling various products 
like fireplace mantels.

“Signs were just a way to make a few 
extra bucks,” Crowder said. “But by the end 
of that year, that part of the business had 
taken over and we discontinued a lot of the 
other stuff.”

Sign orders poured in from all over the 

country, many via an online shopping site 
new at the time, Etsy.

“We got kind of lucky being one of the 
first ones, especially to Etsy. We were near 
the front edge of what that boom has 
turned into today,” Crowder said.

Crowder started with a small bench-top 
CNC router, and today, MRC utilizes laser 
engraving and large-scale flatbed printing. 
He said one of his best business decisions 
has been to invest the best equipment they 
could afford that time. That has helped MRC 
maintain the same level or quality while in-
creasing volume.

“We could save money by buying cheaper 
equipment, but I think that would end up 
costing us more in long run,” he said. “On the 
production side of things, it has made us 
flow better. And as we’ve continued to get 
busier, we made the conscious decision that 
quality is one thing we don’t compromise.”

While better, more advanced equipment 
has turned production minutes into sec-
onds, volume is just one way that MRC is 
growing. Crowder has put together a team 
of traveling sales reps to promote whole-
sales throughout the country. MRC still 
offers full-custom retail signs, but Crowder 
said they have been scaling it back be-
cause the wholesale side of business has 
taken off.

“In the beginning, we were 100 per-
cent focused on B to C retail, e-commerce 
straight to the consumer. We’ve made an 
effort to add a second leg, which is B to B 
wholesale,” he said. We have 15 guys that 
cover all 50 states. In five years, I want to 
grow that side of the business in addition to 
the retail.”

Being ready for success, it seems, is 
something Mike Crowder does very well. 
Yet while preparation has made it possible 
to capitalize on growth, he said it’s his love 
of the woodworking, or simply “creating” if 
you will, that makes every day fun.

Crowder picked up woodworking as a 
hobby in college. His first project was a set 
of custom bookshelves for his dorm room.

“That whet my appetite, and I started go-
ing after it a little bit harder,” he said. “It is 
still a hobby to me, Yes, there is a business 
aspect to it now, but the work is what I love. 
I’m here from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. every 
night because it doesn’t feel like work to 
me. I love what I do, and I take pride in it. I’m 
extremely blessed to be in that position.”

Man on a mission: Crowder aggressively plans for  
expansion at MRC Wood Products

BUSINESS

“ I’m here from 7:30 a.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. every night 

because it doesn’t feel like 
work to me. I love what I 
do, and I take pride in it. 
I’m extremely blessed to 

be in that position.”
MIKE CROWDER

Outside the shop
Crowder is an outdoorsman and said he 

enjoys hunting and fishing. 
“I’m not much of a desk guy,” he said.
He’s also skilled with an axe, but not 

the kind for chopping wood. He plays 
bass guitar and the drums at his church 
in Avon. 

So, what’s his favorite kind of music 
to play? 

Crowder describes himself as a “big-
time country music fan.” 

“I cut my teeth playing Garth Brooks, 
but I will play anything, as long as it’s got 
a good beat,” he said.



Seniors |Retirees |Empty-Nesters

317-216-TONY (direct, VM & Fax)
“Celebrating 25 years serving your real estate needs”Tony Reffeitt

Community news & events, lodging, 
restaurants, real estate and much more

www.TownOfBrownsburg.com
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By Lindsay Doty

It was 1869. Brownsburg was a young 
farming town. That year, a small group of 
Irish immigrants with names like Quinn and 
Casserly had just made their dream of build-
ing a Catholic church a reality.

Three years after the construction 
note was signed by six parish-
ioners, a wood frame with 
an attractive white alter 
was complete. Historians 
have said not everyone 
in town supported the 
church but that was 
the beginning 
of St. Mala-
chy Parish.  

“It’s a tes-
timony to 
their faith in 
God and their 
love for their faith and God that 
those six families would make sacri-
fices themselves. Money, resources, land 
that they could have used for making sure 
they had enough,” said the Rev. Sean Danda, 
pastor of St. Malachy. “They were more 
concerned with their families having their 
spiritual inheritance and future generations 
having that spiritual inheritance.”

Flashforward 150 years, St. Malachy is the 
largest parish in the Indianapolis Archdio-
cese with more than 2,100 parishioners 
from all over Hendricks County and beyond.  
The move in 2008 from the Green St. loca-
tion to the current more rural campus off 

750 N. that includes the spacious church 
and parish school has allowed it 

to thrive. 
 “Our parish has grown 

tremendously over the 
past 150 years since 

it began. By accept-
ing invitations to get 
involved, and par-

ticipating in different 
ministries over 

the years, 
our Catho-
lic friends 

here are 
like extended 
family to us,” 

said Joseph Knueven, who joined the parish 
along with his wife, Marian, after moving to 
Brownsburg in 1989.

The sesquicentennial is being celebrated 

St. Malachy Sesquicentennial
From Irish roots to modern messages

RELGION

St. Malachy’s first church (Submitted photo)

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 3/15/19.

Ce
le

br
at

ing
 45 Years of Serving Hendricks County

Established February 19, 1974

Religion continued on page 14
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St. Malachy 150th anniversary events
March 23: St. John’s Pilgrimage. 
Church members are invited to can take 
a day trip with The Rev. Sean Danda to 
walk a mile-long prayer trail depicting 
the last days of Jesus Christ’s life.
May 17:  Historic Indy Church Tour
June 2: Ice Cream Social
June 29:  Father Danda’s 10th 
Anniversary
Aug.11 Parish Picnic

Aug. 17 St. Mary’s-of-the-Woods 
Pilgrimage. 
Folks can take a spiritual journey with 
the Sisters of Providence complete with 
history and alpacas. 
Sept. 20-21 Country Fair and Hog Roast
Sept. 29-Oct. 10: International 
Pilgrimage. Parishioners can take 
a once in a lifetime historical trip to 
Europe with Father Danda. 
Oct. 26: Anniversary Gala
Nov. 3: Anniversary Closing Mass

TOAST OF THE TOWN

for months to come with everything from 
an international pilgrimage to a simple par-
ish picnic. While St. Malachy is rooted in the 
same Catholic beliefs as it was in 1869, it has 
evolved with the decades. Parishioners are 
no longer just of Irish descent, but a melt-
ing pot of backgrounds. And church lead-
ers have recently added modern channels 
of communication by delivering homilies 
virtually and starting “Malachy ‘N Minutes” 

where Danda’s messages can be accessed 
on YouTube. 

 “We are a young community and we are 
trying to reach young families and young 
people through methods that they hear,” 
Danda said. “We are trying to do those sorts 
of things because we are called to evange-
lize. We are called to make Christ known, 
not just those who grace the doors of this 
church, but to those who can’t get here or 
who stumble across us on the internet.”

Religioncontinued from page 14

For a limited 
time, Gifts 
to Family 

Legacy 
Funds will 

be matched 
$2 for $1!

Max and Jill Poynter just celebrated 60 years of marriage, and 
they believe strongly in marriage, family, and in giving back to their 
community.  Their desire to help local families in need led them to 
HCCF and was the passion behind them starting their own Family 
Legacy Fund.  Max said, “Charity starts at home. We wanted to 
leave a legacy that would make a difference.” 

317.268.6240
www.hendrickscountycf.org

Mantooth Insurance has been serving the local   

7378 Business Center Dr., Suite 100
Avon, Indiana 46123

(317) 272-1010 
www.mantoothinsurance.com

Auto  
Home
Life 
Business

Thinking about 
insurance?

Hendricks County’s Insurance Agency



READMARCH 21, 2019
PRESENTING SPONSORS

NEEDED: local men to read to kids
Join the Men IN Action READ Thursday, March 21, 2019

Men In Action member and State Senator John Crane reads to students

“We live in very serious times, and the challenges facing our children are certainly daunting. If they are  
to live well, they must be led well by us. They are our future, and we have a vested interest in ensuring  
they are equipped to follow God’s best path for them.” — Men IN Action member and State Senator John Crane 

On March 21, 440 local men will visit all 30 elementary schools in Hendricks County to read a book to every classroom and have 
conversations about the traits kids need to grow into healthy adults who treat each other with respect. 

Men IN Action brings together men who want to play active roles in helping our communities address and overcome domestic 
violence by building each other up, holding each other accountable, challenging the status quo, and serving as positive role models.

PLEASE JOIN US! Learn more and sign up at shelteringwings.org/event/men-in-action-read/ or text “men read” to 31996.

Healthy Me. Stronger Us.
shelteringwings.org
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In most endeavors, we 
strive for perfection, or as 

close to it as we can get given that we are 
human, and systems have variability

 Striving for Six Sigma, ISO Certifications, 
and the like, are worthy goals, and in some 
cases are required in order to do business 
with certain organizations. Having been in 
manufacturing and printing in an earlier 
career, I spent many hours learning and 
practicing, even leading and teaching oth-
ers in those and related disciplines. 

As president and CEO of a leading pack-
aging company, I was proud of those in 
our organization who helped further ef-
forts to assure that our customers were 
delighted with what we provided. We en-
deavored to exceed customer’s expecta-
tions of product quality and service, and 
we had an excellent reputation for deliv-
ering on both fronts.

In a “value added” industry as ours was, 
a defect in our product could result in an 
expense of multiples of many hundreds, 
for our customers. We helped all members 
of our organization understand how im-
portant their roles were by arranging vis-
its to customers’ facilities and having our 
customers’ people visit ours.

No matter how careful one is, systems 
have variability, so it is important to un-
derstand what the “system” is capable of 
delivering, to improve the systems to re-
duce variability, and to promise only what 
you know you can deliver.

As you know, expectations are crucial 
in determining customer satisfaction, and 
overpromising is far worse than overde-
livering. It is always better to do more and 
deliver sooner. That said, there are also 
economic considerations for your organi-

zation, and sometimes we reach a point 
of diminishing returns. So, when is good 
enough, good enough?

Only you can fully determine that for 
your organization, of course, but if you are 
doing a good job of measuring the rel-
evant data, it should be fairly easy to deter-
mine. Organizations remain viable and can 
only continue providing their customers’ 
needs when they are making money, treat-
ing their people (all stakeholders) well, and 
contributing to their communities.

 Tracking relevant costs, surveying 
customers, evaluating returns for quality 
issues in order to address system deficien-
cies, and using tools like Tableau to ana-
lyze data, would be a good start. ERP and 
CRM integration and training throughout 
would go even further. Good enough is 
good enough when everyone is happy. 
Even then, seek to improve all facets of 
your business. Remember, if you aren’t 
improving and moving forward, you may 
soon be left behind.

This column is dedicated to sharing ex-
periences, research, and ideas about great 
leaders, for great leaders, and to explore 
how best to inspire and motivate the 
highest performance and satisfaction at 
work. Please send your comments, ques-
tions, and suggestions.

When is good enough, 
good enough?

LIFE'S 
CHOICES

Karl Zimmer IIIis an author, speaker, and Board 
Certified Hypnotist. His company, Zimmer 
Success Group (Z-Success.com), isin Plainfield. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, 
treat, or cure any condition or illness.

to our Veterans
March 8, 2019

HENDRICKS COUNTY 4-H FAIRGROUNDS
Hendricks Power Expo Hall

1900 E. Main St.   Danville, IN   46122
Doors Open at 5:30pm; Dinner at 7pm

Tickets: $100 per person
www.onemoreflightindy.org

For more information on sponsoring
this event, please conact:

 Jessica Scott - wackymom65@aol.com
 Tina Stansbury - tinastansbury0518@gmail.com
 Charlie Dorton - charliedorton@yahoo.com

EVENT DETAILS:
 Wine & Beer Tasting before dinner provided by     

Chateau Thomas Winery & Sun King Brewery
 Dinner

 Silent Auction
 Brief Live Auction

GUEST SPEAKER:
Brigadier General

J. Stewart Goodwin

EMCEE:
Joe Staysniak

A benefit for
Indy Honor Flight

Presented by:
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Carbs have and contin-
ue to be a hot topic. We often hear people 
say that carbs raise blood sugars and high 
blood sugars are not good therefore carbs 
are bad for us. But this is a flawed way to 
think about carbs.

There are carbs that are better for us 
than others and carbs are part of a healthy 
diet for those with and without diabetes. 

Complex carbs provide vi-
tamins, minerals, fiber and 

energy we need to go 

about our days. These kinds of carbs are 
slower to be absorbed in our gut and this 
helps us feel fuller longer.

Watching our carbs isn’t only for some-
one with diabetes. A diet high in refined 
sugars will have too many carbs for a 
healthy diet as well as too many calories. As 
a result, a diet high in carbs will affect how 
you feel and your energy level.

You may have less energy and feel more 
sluggish if you are eating too many simple 
or refined carbohydrates such as candy, 
desserts, and regular sodas. Here are some 
foods or food groups to help you maintain 
control of your blood sugars by eating the 
right kinds of carbs.

– try a slice of whole grain bread 
with a Tablespoon of peanut 
butter or slice of cheese. This 

will give you 15 grams of 
carbohydrate for every 
slice of bread and 7-10 
grams of protein for 1 
ounce of peanut butter or 
1 ounce of cheese.

you 15-20 grams of 
carbohydrate and 10 
grams of protein.

choice. The beans are complex carbohy-
drates and also contain protein. A cup of 
beans will have 15-20 grams of protein.

-
zels or crackers. A serving of nuts will 
provide added protein to carry you to 
your next meals.

-
stitute for mashed potatoes. You can add 
a little butter and still have less the carbs 
and slightly more fiber than the mashed 
potatoes.

Complex carbs are not bad for you. A diet 
void of all carbs will not be a healthy diet.

The old adage applies here as it does to 
many aspects of life. Too much of a good 
thing can be a bad thing. Eating complex 
carbs as part of a healthy diet will help 
keep you healthy and your blood sugars in 
better control.

Carb control is important for a healthy diet
NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is 
Director of Nutrition and Dietetics for 
Hendricks Regional Health. Her goal is to 
share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

Same Great People. Same Great Service. Same Great Prices.
HareHonda.com In Beautiful Avon

HareHonda
8693 E US Highway 36, Avon | 833.836.5832

Oil Change

Reg: $59.99. *Full Synthetic, 0W20, 
5W30, 5W20, up to 5 qts. *Not all vehicles 

will qualify. Expires 3-31-19.

Complete 
Detail 

Special 
$9999
Reg: $199.99. 

Expires 3-31-19.

FREE  
Check 

Engine Light 
Diagnoses
Expires 3-31-19.

$4999MARCH 
SAVINGS!

TIERED 
SAVINGS

$0-$49.99 .......$5.00 OFF
$50.00-$100 ....$10.00 OFF
$100.01- $199.99 ....$25 OFF
$200- up ............$50 OFF

(cannot be combined with any other offer)
Expires 3-31-19.

10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon
(Next to Crew Car Wash)
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 6pm  

Sat. 8am - 4pm

OIL CHANGE  
SPECIAL

Excludes shop supplies disposal fee, sales tax. Most cars and light trucks. 
Up to 5qts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil. Spin off filters. With coupon only. 

Not valid with any other offers. Present coupon at time of purchase. 
Expires 3/15/19

$2199 Synthetic Blend Only
 

Spend Save
$50-$100 $10
$101-$200 $20
$201-$300 $30
$301-$400 $40
$401-$500 $50
$501-$600 $60
$601-$700 $70
$701-$800 $80
$801-$900 $90
$901-$1000 $100
$1001-$1100 $110
$1101-$1200 $120
$1201-$1300 $130
$1301-$1400 $140
$1401-$1500 $150

GET IT FIXED 
NOW COUPON!
Save up to

$150
on Any Repair

With coupon only. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/15/19
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I need a milk butler. 
“Need?” you ask, followed by, 

“What’s a milk butler?” Feel free to replace those 
question marks with interrobangs if you want. 

Every morning I eat cereal, and then I drink 
tea. Both activities require adept milk pour-
ing skills. Have you ever opened a new gallon 
of milk and thought to yourself, “Now what?” 
Inevitably, you spill the milk and have a cascade 
of milk down the side of the milk container, 
only some of which ends up in your bowl. And, 
when it comes to tea, a milk-pouring catastro-
phe is the quickest way to end up with way too 
much milk in your tea. So — yes — I need a 
milk butler. I just can’t afford one yet.

In the same way that I struggle with pouring 
milk, many people struggle with knowing the 
right time to use “that” and “which.” I’m just go-
ing to hit you with the punchline on this one: 
if your sentence doesn’t need the clause your 
word (that or which) is joining, use which. If 
your sentence does need the clause your word 
(that or which) is connecting, use that. It’s as 
simple as that.

Now for some examples. Here are two nearly 
identical sentences:

My milk butler’s DeLorean, which is painted 
space gray, gets up to 88 miles per hour quite 
quickly. 

My milk butler’s DeLorean that is painted space 
gray gets up to 88 miles per hour quite quickly.

This is a tale of two sentences. In the first 
sentence, I implied that the milk butler (whose 
name is Percy) only has one DeLorean, and 
it just happens to be painted space gray. The 
detail about the paint color isn’t necessary, so 
I chose to use “which.” Removing the phrase 
“which is painted space gray” doesn’t change 
the meaning of the sentence, but simply adds a 
nice detail to the already intriguing sentence.

In the second sentence, however, you get 
the impression that Percy owns multiple DeLo-
reans. The phrase “that is painted space gray” is 
an example of a restrictive clause; another part 
of the sentence (my milk butler’s DeLorean), de-
pends on it. If you remove “that is painted space 
gray,” the meaning of the sentence changes 
completely.

Do I need a milk butler? Probably so, but my 
finances don’t yet allow for it. Until then, I’ll just 
have to make sure I’m using “that” and “which” 
correctly. 

Time-traveling milk butler for hire
GRAMMAR 

GUY

LIFESTYLE

Curtis Honeycutt is a nationally award-
winning syndicated humor writer.  
Connect with him on Twitter  
(@curtishoneycutt) or at  
curtishoneycutt.com.
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The popularity of orna-
mental grasses is well-established in Central 
Indiana, and deservedly so. With dozens of 
varieties to choose from, and virtually disease 
and maintenance-free, there is a size and type 
suited to any landscape or perennial garden.

The only maintenance needed is a once-
yearly removal of the dead, dry stems. Cut-
ting down and disposing of the clump is fair-
ly easy, although large, established clumps of 
taller-growing species can be intimidating. 

It seems that homeowners and landscap-
ers have favorite approaches to this yearly 
task. Some like to first tie up the entire clump 
with heavy twine or bungee cords to facili-
tate cleanup after cutting.  Others just have 
at it and cut the clump down, then rake the 
stems together to haul off for disposal.

Either way, cutting the clumps is easiest 
with power hedge trimmers, but I’ve known 
people to use chain saws, manual hedge 
shears, and even hand pruners (oh, hand 
cramps!). This task can be done either in the 
fall, or very early spring.

 Some gardeners like the winter interest 
of the dry clumps, but the important thing 
to remember is to get this done before the 
clump naturally collapses and the dry stems 
“shatter and scatter” everywhere, a formida-
ble cleanup chore!

Older decorative grass clumps will form 
very dense masses of basal stubble that can 
inhibit the emerging fresh growth in the 
spring as well as attract rabbits, mice, and 
voles as shelter for their nests.  However, 
there is a very easy and effective (fun) way 
to keep this from happening.

The answer is to burn the stubble after 
removing as much of the top growth as pos-
sible. Of course, this is not practical if the 
grass clump is growing close to the house 
or other structures, as even stubble clumps 
just a few inches in height can produce siz-
able flames! However, many ornamental 
grasses are planted well away from struc-
tures, so if there are no shrubs or trees close 

by, it’s safe to burn the stubs. There will be 
no damage to the roots or new growth, 
even if it’s very close to emerge.

Choose a dry, windless day to do this. If 
you are nervous, have a hooked-up garden 
hose or bucket of water ready nearby. Rake 
away any leaves or cut grass stems before 
lighting. Once the stubs are set on fire, the 
flames are quick, hot, and impressive, but 
very short-lived. After the flames die down, 
be sure to wait a few minutes to be sure 
there are no hot spots that can cause trou-
ble or douse the burned area with water. 

My country neighbors look forward to 
their annual spring ritual of “The Burning of 
the Grasses”. They have a few large clumps 
located far from the house, and they don’t 
even bother to cut them back before setting 
on fire. Talk about impressive! 

If you should try this method, use com-
mon sense and caution. It can be a dramatic 
rite of spring, for sure!  Happy gardening!

Mark your calendars: The very first garden 
event of the year in Central Indiana, hosted 
by Master Gardeners will be in Greencastle. 
On Saturday, March 16 at the Putnam Coun-
ty Fairground’s Community Building (just 
north of the town on 231), the “Garden Fair” 
is going to be a great escape from winter 
blahs for gardeners of all ages.

This well-planned event, all about gar-
dens and gardening, will start at 8:30 am 
and activities will finish at 3 pm. There will 
be dozens of vendors offering all types of 
plants and garden-related goods, art, and 
other items for sale. There will also be great 
demonstrations and speakers, and delicious 
BBQ and other goodies will be available. 
Best of all, it’s open to the public and free. 

Up in Flames: Burn those ornamental 
grasses to prepare for new garden

GARDENING

LIFESTYLE

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

(Photos by John Chapin)

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 

Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 

meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 

friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable! 

SPECIAL FEATURES
 

and boardrooms

auditorium

 
overhead door

LET US BOOK YOUR 
2019 EVENT  

OR WEDDING!

DANVILLE | 1900 East Main St.  
317-718-6153 | www.4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150  

or more
Must present coupon at time  
of order.  Expires 12-31-19.
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*With approved credit. Match amount is for financing through dealer lenders only. Cash or Credit Card accepted. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

www.TomRoushAvon.com
• Multi Point Inspection
•  Guaranteed Auto 

Financing
• Warranties Available

GREAT CARS
UNDER $10,000

Tom Roush Budget Center Avon

2007 LEXUS IS 250 
SPORT 

Stk.#P13127B, 160,183 miles

$6,880

2015 FORD FUSION 
SE 2. 

Stk.#P13216A, 98,767 miles

$9,899

2011 FORD EDGE 
LIMITED TUXEDO 

Stk.#P13153A, 144,170 miles

$9,990

2014 DODGE GRAND 
CARAVAN 

Stk.#P13236, 66,997 miles

$9,999

2008 HONDA  
RIDGELINE RT 

Stk.#P13444, 93,800 miles

$11,693

2014 CHEVROLET 
IMPALA LT 

Stk.#M19030B, 20,535 miles

$11,713

2017 FORD ESCAPE SE 
Stk.#P13378, 77,430 miles

$11,803

2015 GMC TERRAIN 
SLE2 

Stk.#P13271, 53,111 miles

$14,393

2015 FORD ESCAPE 
Stk.#L19212A, 75,079 miles

$14,990

2007 JEEP WRANGLER 
UNLIMITED 

Stk.#L19124C, 137,894 miles

$15,490

2015 BUICK ENCORE 
CONVERTIBLE 

Stk.#P13431, 47,724 miles

$15,849

2016 FORD EDGE SEL 
Stk.#P13441, 41,621 miles

$19,554

2016 FORD ESCAPE 
Stk.#P13403, 35,607 miles

$19,986

2015 HONDA ODYSSEY 
EX-L 

Stk.#L19239A, 66,761 miles

$20,514

2015 LINCOLN MKC 
RESERVE 

Stk.#P13318, 29,919 miles

$23,381

2015 GMC YUKON 
DENALI 

Stk.#L19204A, 77,586 miles

$37,494

Got a workplace issue? Here’s the qu-
ick answer  You are the problem. Or at 
least part of it anyway. 

You are sitting in a meeting and you 
can feel your frustration rise because 
the agenda isn’t being followed and one 
person keeps derailing the discussion. 
Yet, have you done anything to help get 
the discussion back on track?

Your direct report isn’t providing excep-
tional customer service to several clients. 
You are frustrated about his or her lack of 
awareness and commitment to serve the 
client. Yet, have you sat down with him or 
her and shared and what you believe de-
fines exceptional customer service?

You are having a discussion with a 
co-worker. They have a strong opinion 
about the way to approach a problem. 
You have a differing opinion. They won’t 
give in. Neither will you. You expect 
them to conform to your thoughts. Yet, 
have you been willing to listen and pro-
pose a compromise?

You pass a new executive in the hall-
way and smile. The new executive does 
not return the smile. You begin to worry 
about what that means. You expect 
everyone to respond to you how you 
would respond to them. Yet, has it oc-
curred to you that they may have differ-
ent expectations than you?

Now do you see why you are part of 
the problem?

It’s easy to get so caught up in your 
own emotions that you forget to con-
sider the perspective of the other party. 
More often than not, there are three 
sides to every workplace issue. Yours, 
theirs and reality. How can you become 
better at determining the reality in any 
situation? Ask these questions… 

What am I believing about this situ-
ation?
Are the beliefs causing me to act in 
a particular way? 
Are my beliefs actually true?

Based on the above answers, what 
can I do differently?

Got a workplace issue? Here’s the 
quick answer: You are the solution. It 
requires more effort and more compro-
mise but as leaders in the workforce, it’s 
our role. 

Are you willing to be part of the solu-
tion and not part of the problem?

Answer: You are the problem

It’s easy to get so caught up in your own emotions  
that you forget to consider the perspective of the  

other party. More often than not, there are three sides  
to every workplace issue. Yours, theirs and reality. 

(stock photo: Rawpixel)

Susan Rozzi is the president of Rozzi 
and Associates, a leadership and 
organizational development company 
helping good leaders become 
great. Contact Susan at susan@
rozziandassociates.com.
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FranciscanDocs.org

PHIL BLANEY, MD
Sports Medicine

TIMOTHY SHOEMAKER, MD
Diabetes & Endocrinology

Phil Blaney, MD, is accepting new 
patients at Sports Medicine Specialists. 
To make an appointment with Dr. Blaney, 
call (317) 781-1133.

Tim Shoemaker, MD, with Diabetes & 
Endocrinology Specialists is also welcoming 
new patients. To make an appointment with 
Dr. Shoemaker, call (317) 865-5904.

Imaging, lab and physical therapy services are 
available on-site at the Plainfield Health Center.

Providers at Franciscan Plainfield Health Center

WELCOMING PATIENTS

866.348.4674 | STATEBANKOFLIZTON.COMAVON/PRESTWICK | BROWNSBURG | DOVER | JAMESTOWN | LEBANON | LIZTON | PITTSBORO | PLAINFIELD  | ZIONSVILLE

Loans designed for life.

When Bob Meister and Bob Wallace envisioned Life’s Journey, a one-of-a kind hospice that provides 
patients and their families an unrivaled level of care,  peace and support, they turned to State Bank of 
Lizton and Andy Pinegar. Andy was able to quickly provide a loan that helped turn their vision into a 
reality. Just as Life’s Journey in Avon is making a difference in lives of the people they serve, we take 
pride in making a difference in the community where we live and work. If you have a big idea you’d 
like to bring to life, stop by any of our eleven locations today, or call Andy Pinegar at 317.858.6162.

 Bob Meister    Andy Pinegar    Bob Wallace

Are you considering retirement or have 
you recently retired? Have you been retired 
for a while and are wondering if you are 
maximizing the opportunities of retire-
ment? Are you interested in learning ways 
to improve the quality of your life as you 
age? If so, the Hendricks County Senior Cen-
ter is offering a course to assist you.

The Aging Mastery Program (AMP), de-
veloped by the National Council on Aging, 
is a 10-week, researched-based program 
that provides information that can lead 
“to higher levels of physical and emotional 
well-being, increased civic engagement, 
and stronger social connectedness.” Its focus 
embraces the gift of longer lives by encour-
aging simple life changes to enable more 
meaningful lives. Facilitator for the program 
is Jan Dorsey. 

 The course workbook includes content, 
discussion topics, action steps, and on-line 
activities to extend the subject for each 
week. In addition, resources and references 
are supplied for more information on any of 
the topics.

The AMP workshop will be held at the 

Hendricks County Senior Center from 1-2:30 
p.m. beginning Thursday, April 18 and suc-
cessive Thursdays through June 20. Cost 
for the program is $30. Registration and 
payment can be made at the Senior Center.  
Advanced registration is required.  For more 
information call, (317) 745-4303.

Aging Mastery Program  
set for April 18

Aging Mastery Program Facilitator Jan Dorsey
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ACROSS
1. Gladys Knight’s backup
5. Go first
10. Lilly discovery
14. Competent
15. Mackey or Market Square
16. Addict
17. Usher’s offering
18.  National Bank of Indianapolis 

securities
19. Some feds
20. Hockey term
22. Hockey term
24. Playground retort
25. Toledo’s country
27. Avon-to-Louisville dir.
28. Conner Prairie braying beast
31. Dumb laugh
32. IU Kelley School deg.
35. “...and the alternative is?”
37. Fashion designer Mizrahi
39. Hockey term
42. Hockey term
44. Hockey term

45. ___ Bible Church
47. Give the eye
49.  Indiana Week in Review 

panelist DeLaney
50. Asian tongue
52. Neither’s mate
53. Evansville’s winter hrs.
56. Even if, briefly
58. Dinero
60. Hockey term
63. Local hockey team
66. Mournful cry
67. Ice house
69. Hoosier National Forest unit
70. M*A*S*H star
71. Honking flock
72.  Where to watch Colts 

highlights
73. Disorder
74. Lymph ___
75. Digs of twigs

DOWN
1. Turkish pooh-bahs
2. Steel girders

3. River that divides Nebraska
4. Skirmish
5. Indonesian island
6. Gov. Holcomb
7. Tech whizzes
8. Brown County B&B
9. Bahamas port
10.  Was pushy during rush hour 

on I-70
11. Gomer Pyle’s org.
12. Smell bad
13. Print measures
21.  Bankers Life Fieldhouse 

crowd noise
23. Type of torch
26. Anaconda kin
29. Personal ad abbr.
30. Tennessee battle site of 1862
32. Chairman of China
33.  Hendricks County Fair barn 

sound
34. Oft-torn knee part, for short
35. Letters on a Thunder jersey
36. “Give it ___!”
38. Ind. National Guard rank

39. Patrick Rodgers’ links grp.
40. Ashes holder
41. Corn container
43. Indiana Golden Gloves dec.
46. Vogue rival
48. Salvation ___
51. @
53. Butler’s offering
54. Takes a snooze
55. Natural gift
56.  Old Broad Ripple 

supermarket where David 
Letterman worked

57. Lubricated
59. Many a time
60. Did laps in a pool
61. Salad green
62. Helps out
64.  Winning margin at Hoosier 

Park, maybe
65. Female deer
68. Nat ___ (cable channel)

Puzzle Time

 See Page 25
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Winter Wonderland’ brings out 
 St. Susanna School supporters

St. Susanna School held its signa-
ture fund-raising event Feb. 23 at the 
Embassy Suite Hotel and Conference 
Center, Plainfield. This year’s them was 
“Winter Wonderland” and featured a 
gourmet-plated dinner, drinks, raffle, 
live and silent auction items, games, and 
the common cause to support Catholic 
education for 400 guests. Last summer 
the parish celebrated its 65th anniver-
sary and a main mission has been to 
support spiritual development and aca-
demic education.  Each year, St. Susanna 
hosts a signature event that raises over 
$60,000 for Catholic education. 
 (Photos by Rick Myers ) 

Christine Bender buys a pair of socks and a chance to win a mystery gift.

Moe Hughes and Tony Buschman

Jeana and Justin Culp

Britter and James Cook

Ryan and Lindsey Kozler Sarah and Chris Jackman

Kevin and Courtney Adkins
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I am not very good at video games. My 
friends would destroy me in Mario Kart and 
pick on me when we played Goldeneye in 
High School. When I was a little kid and the 
original Nintendo came out, I felt like the 
only one at school who did not beat Super 
Mario Brothers. I could never complete the 
final level. Instead of sticking with it, I just 
gave up. It can be hard to push through to 
get to the next level in video games, but it 
can also be this way in our faith.

Many people throughout the Bible find 
themselves at a crossroads in their journey 
with God and they have to choose to level-
up or fade in their faith. God does not want 
our faith to fade; He wants us to grow in faith 

and ultimately level-up in grace and love.
To know Jesus is to want to know him more.
When I worked so hard to get to the fi-

nal level of Mario Brothers—because you 
couldn’t save your progress back then—I 
was there, so near the end of the game, I 
would just give up.

Daniel was a man in the Old Testament 
who lived in a time and place where his faith 
was not allowed. But he desired to contin-
ue to connect to God during the day, so he 
would still pray even though it was against 
the king’s orders. He eventually got caught. 
His punishment was to be thrown into a lion’s 
den. Here, in this moment, he had the chance 
to either give up or level-up with God.

He entered the Lion’s Den praying and 
filled with God’s hope, his faith grew, and by 

the grace of God he walked away from the 
lions alive and untouched the next morning.

Daniel had spiritual boldness and it allowed 
for his faith to grow, even in the scariest, op-
pressing, threatening situation. Not only was 
his life saved, but many others around him—
including the king—chose to follow God.

There will be moments in life where we 
will feel like we are stuck and cannot get 
to the next level, let alone finish at all. God 
encourages us to keep growing and moving 
closer to Him. His desire is for us to level-up 
our faith in Jesus. Not only will He get us 
through tough times, but others will grow 
in their faith as well.

Getting to the next level is hard, and 
when you get there, it doesn’t mean it gets 
any easier. This is why Jesus entered the 

world for us. Isaiah 41:10 states, “So do not 
fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, 
for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with my righ-
teous right hand.”

Choose to grow more in your understat-
ing and faith in Jesus and He will be with 
you all the way. Jesus is at every level we go 
through in this life and He is calling us into a 
deeper walk with Him.

Jesus calls us to a deeper walk with Him
DEVOTIONAL

Alex Hershey is the pastor of The Branches 
Church in Plainfield. Contact him at alex.
hershey@iamthebranches.com or  
Twitter @alexhershey.

The Rev. Jason Stevens 
has been in the ministry since 2001. He has 
been the lead pastor of Avon Parkside Church 
of the Nazarene since 2016.

In addition to serving Avon Parkside, Stevens 
is treasurer of the Indianapolis District Church 
of the Nazarene, which is comprised of about 
70 churches in the greater Indianapolis area.

In his spare time, Jason enjoys playing gui-
tar, reading non-fiction books, playing golf, 
fishing, traveling the world, and rooting on his 
kids in their various activities. His wife, Kiley, is 
a kindergarten teacher at Pine Tree Elemen-
tary in Avon.

As a young man, I did not “want” to become 
a pastor. Leading a church was not even on 
the radar of things I’d wanted to do with my 
life. Like my father before me, I had every in-
tention of working in the business world. After 
receiving my undergraduate degree, I became 
an Investment Representative. My heart was 
set on building a successful business and pro-
viding a comfortable life for my family.

However, in February of 2000, everything 
changed! After returning from a business trip, 
the Lord revealed that He had very different 
plans for my life. God was calling me to trust 
Him fully, surrender my vocational plans, and 
begin a new life in pastoral ministry.

To put it mildly, my wife and I were in shock, 
but we also knew I could either choose a life of 
rebellion and running from God -- like Jonah 
in the Old Testament -- or I could surrender 
myself to His greater plan.

That following week, while praying in soli-
tude, I fell on my knees and gave my whole life 

to God. I subsequently resigned from my posi-
tion as a stock broker, went back to school for 
the ministry, and started looking for a place 
to serve. Before long, we were ministering to 
a wonderful congregation in Illinois, followed 
by churches in West Virginia, Missouri, and 
now in Avon, Indiana.

In hindsight, surrendering my will to God 
was the best decision of my life. I quickly 
learned that the rewards of total obedience far 
outweigh any earthly blessings we can earn 
through our own strength and/or ability. There 
is no greater joy than being in the center of 
God’s will. While I initially had no desire to be a 
pastor, I can’t imagine doing anything else.

I believe personal spiritual growth begins 
with an attitude of humility. A person who 
thinks they already know it all is in absolutely 
no position to grow – or to lead others for that 
matter.

I am fully convinced that the moment a per-
son quits learning they quit leading. Therefore, 
I am committed to readily admitting there is 
still so much I have to learn. No matter how 
many years I’ve been in the pulpit or how 
many courses I’ve taken in seminary, or how 
many classes I’ve taught, I simply don’t know it 
all – no one does.

We are best positioned to grow when we 
recognize others have much to add to the 
conversation. In addition to trying to maintain 
a humble attitude, I am engaged in the prac-
tice of spiritual disciplines to help me grow. 
These disciplines include meditation, prayer, 
fasting, studying the Word, solitude, confes-
sion, accountability, and worship. I have also 
committed to reading broadly from various 
traditions and interacting in love with those 
who view the world differently than me.

Though there are many challenges, one of 
the greatest threats is the tendency for those 
who have gathered to merely be spectators, 
instead of authentic worshipers.

There are many today who attend church 
as if they were watching a play or listening 
to a concert. Worship is not a “show.” It is not 
mere entertainment. Dennis J. Crocker has 
declared, “I fear we have been conditioned… 
to expect to be entertained … we passively sit 
and watch television; and when we come to 
church, we may have the same expectations.” 
This is not an argument to justify boring wor-
ship. No one in their right mind would want to 
attend such a painful experience. The option is 
not entertainment or drudgery. 

Rather, authentic worship focuses on cel-
ebrating God and enjoying His presence. 
When we worship, we do not gather to be 
entertained or discuss religious ideas but to 
encounter the living Lord. Each time the com-
munity of faith gathers to worship we must 
understand and experience that we are enter-
ing into a dialogue with God in Jesus Christ, 
who is truly among us. As Constance Cherry 
declared in her excellent work, The Worship 
Architect, “Such an understanding changes 
everything. We no longer attend worship out 
of obligation or because we find God interest-
ing or because it’s what we always do. Instead, 
we attend worship to hear from and speak to 
our living Lord.” The challenge, therefore, is to 
help us maintain a proper focus in worship. 
Worship is the collective activity of those who 
have gathered to lift up the name of Jesus.

I would recommend Avon Parkside Church 
of the Nazarene to others looking for a church 
home because we recognize that we are hos-

 

47 N. County Rd. 625 E., Avon, Indiana 46123
(317)272-7902

Surrendering my will: The best decision of my life

Rev. Jason Stevens.  (Submitted photo)

WHERE WE 
WORSHIP

pital for those in need of healing and not a tro-
phy case of perfect specimens. We are a place 
where those who are hurting can find hope 
and encouragement.

 Avon Parkside Church is a place where a 
person can be discipled and go deeper in 
the faith. We are a place where ministry is 
afforded for people in every season of life. I 
would recommend my church because we 
are a people who recognize our distinct call 
to reach out to the poor, the oppressed, and 
the marginalized. I would recommend Avon 
Parkside Church because we teach the whole 
counsel of God and because there is a place in 
this body of believers for you. We are Christian, 
Holiness, and Missional. We’d love for you to 
join us and be a part of what God is doing in 
our midst.



March 1-15, 2019
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
25COMMUNITY

theRECORD - HC OBITUARIES

Dorothy G. Wyrick, 91, passed away Feb. 18, 
2019. She was born Dec. 7, 1927. Services were 
held privately.

Larry J. Bayless, 79, passed away Feb. 22, 2019. He 
was born June 21, 1939. Pri-

vate services will be held 
at a later date. 

Larry H. Sommerville, 77, passed away Feb. 23, 
2019. He was born Oct. 28, 1941. Services were 
held at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Scott E. Keeler, 59, passed away Feb. 23, 2019. He 
was born Feb. 23, 1960. Services were held privately.

DANVILLE

Eileen E. Hudson, 91, passed away Feb. 7, 2019. 
She was born Nov. 27, 1927. Services were at 
Bethel United Methodist Church, Indianapolis.

Gary E. Faulkner passed away Feb. 24, 
2019. He was born May 23, 1939. Services 

are pending. 

DANVILLE

J.R. Parsley passed away Feb. 12, 2019. He was 
born Aug. 7, 1972. Services were Feb. 23 at Conkle 
Funeral Home, Avon.

PITTSBORO

Camrynne M. Allen, 13, passed away Feb. 14, 
2019. She was born June 28, 2005. Services 
were Feb. 18 at Connection Pointe Christian 
Church, Brownsburg.

Jean W. Shaerer passed away Feb. 16, 2019. She 
was born Oct. 28, 1927. Services are pending. 

Hendricks County obituaries are printed 
free of charge and published twice a 

month.  Funeral directors are encouraged 
to send obituaries and photos to  

info@myicon.info.

Puzzles & Answers
SEE PAGE 22

Languages: ENGLISH, FRENCH, GREEK, LATIN, SPANISH, THAI
Senses: HEARING, SIGHT, SMELL, TASTE, TOUCH
Justices: ALITO, GINSBURG, KAGAN, SOTOMAYOR
Words: BUREAU, MOTOR, VEHICLES
Towns: FRANKLIN, GREENWOOD; Site: LIGONIER

Iconic IQ 
ON 11
1. B   2. B   3. B SAVINGS

10896 East US 36, Avon In 46123
317-271-2266 | www.oldbobs.com

www.facebook.com/oldbobs | @oldbobs
Store hours: Weekday: 9 a.m - 6 p.m.;  

Saturday 9 a.m. - 5  p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pet Sitting • Dog Walking
Call or Text 

317-610-6009
Randall Corn, Owner

Chose from 30+ styles on lot,  
from 6-32 feet long. 

Free Delivery within 50 miles

Barns & Sheds PLUS
Prestwick Crossing / US 36

173 S. CR 525 E | Avon, IN | 46123
Call Luke: 317-742-2872

?

NEED 
STORAGE?

Brownsburg High 
School Class of ‘64

 is planning our  
55th class reunion for 
September 14, 2019. 

 Email Karen at  
krossbaldauf64@gmail.com

 
 
 

AVON AMERICAN LEGION POST  145 
4812 East Main Street | (317) 386-8911  |  AvonLegion.org 

 

Rental Hall Facilities 
1,277 Sq Ft / 2,437 Sq Ft or 3,715 Sq Ft 
Book Now for Holiday Parties, 

Birthdays, Weddings, 
Receptions & Business 

Meetings! 
Visit Us or Call (317) 386-8911 
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Love of teaching, travel drives Avon’s Isbell

Kristen Isbell grew up in Terre Haute 
but has made her home in Central Indiana 
since 2005, when she got married, moved 
to Brownsburg and began teaching at 
Hickory Elementary School.

Isbell and her family – husband, Matt, 
children Greta and Gabe and dogs Pippen 
and Odin – have lived in Avon since 2009. 
She teaches grade third at White Oak El-
ementary, where she was named teacher 
of the year for the 2017-18 school year. 
She also is vice president Avon Education 
Foundation board and serves on the Avon 
Public Safety Foundation board.

  My greatest virtue would be my 
loyalty to others.

  I 
have high expectations for myself and for 
those around me. I struggle when others 
don’t meet their potential.

  I enjoy that we 
are still close to family that lives in Terre 
Haute, but we have the opportunity to 
be close to a larger city and enjoy all that 
Indianapolis has to offer. I also appreciate 
that Hendricks County has organizations 
that focus on service and providing op-
portunities for families. 

 
Outside of Hendricks County, I’d like the 
idea of living out West or in a coastal 
area. If within Indiana, I would live in the 
Southern areas. I like the hills and land-
scapes of Southern Indiana. Still get the 
feel of the country but could travel easily 
to a larger city.

  I wouldn’t change a thing. 

 If money was no object, I would 
purchase a luxury fifth wheel and truck to 
use to travel around the country. My fam-
ily camps most weekends in the spring, 
summer, and fall. We gravitate towards 
National Parks, so a new fifth wheel would 
be a nice way to camp along the way! If 
given the chance, I’d also spend time trav-
eling Europe.  

  Traveling 

with my family. I also love when a child 
finds the love of reading.

That’s a tough question … I am a huge 
Disney fan, so probably Disney World. 
However, I love exploring the National 
Parks and the white sands of Jamaica!  

I don’t 
have much idle time, but when I do, I enjoy 
reading or watching old sitcoms on Netflix.  

 The 
mistreatment of people and animals.  

 
We camp!

 My husband of course! And teaching.

-
I have been ex-

tremely fortunate to have met and devel-

op relationships with many extraordinary 
people in Hendricks County. Sarah O’Brien 
(fourth grade teacher at River Birch and 
former State Board of Education member) 
would be who I most admire. Her dedica-
tion to her family and to her job, while 
still finding time to advocate for others is 
admirable. She is also the most organized 
person I have ever met! I had the privilege 
to teach alongside Sarah for a few years at 
River Birch. Her passion for educating chil-
dren is indescribable and makes you want 
to be a better educator. She doesn’t ever 
give less than 100 percent. 

 I appreciate hard work and dedica-
tion to be admirable traits.

I appreciate hard work and dedi-
cation to be admirable traits.

 
Traveling, I love to travel.

 I am pet-
rified of snakes, or anything that crawls.  

 I have been blessed to have 
had many happy events within my life. 
Marrying my husband, having my children 
were the happiest moments. I’d have to 
day right now is my happiest time. We 
are able to explore the states and see the 
amazing landscapes that America offers. 

 I’d love to be able to sing, but I 
was not blessed with that talent. Quite the 
opposite, actually.  

  Loyalty and a kind heart.

 I honestly don’t know 
which historical figure that I identify with.

  I wish my 
husband and I would’ve lived downtown 
before settling in the suburbs. I would’ve 
liked to experience the feel of city life.  

“It’s OK not 
to know, it’s not OK not to try.”  Or I always 
tell my students, “There is a method to my 
madness.”



DON’T MISS! To register, contact Cathy Myers
cathy@icontimes.com or call/text (317) 918-0334

Save the Date!
June 11th, 2019
Luncheon time: 11:30 am

Cost: $15.00

The Pavilion Center
Washington Township Park  
435 Whipple Lane, Avon, IN

A portion of the proceeds to benefit Leadership Hendricks County

2019 Hendricks County Business Leader’s
Women’s Luncheon

Reveal Your Inner Radiance
When we embrace the gifts we bring to the 

table as women, we can show up every day as 
our best self. Yet, too often, we strive to meet 
the demands of our busy lives and end up last 
on the list of priorities, ensuring that everyone 
and everything gets our attention before we 
do. When you take the time to create balance 
and care for yourself, you can discover an 
inner radiance that has been waiting to shine 
for you all along.

KEMPER
 CPA GROUPLLP

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants

Presented by

Our June Speaker: Alyssa Pfennig, C-IAYT



Ray’s Trash Service thanks all of the brave men and women 
who represented their emergency response teams during 

our recent facility fire. Your hard work and dedicated 
professionalism will be forever appreciated!

317-539-2024 
WWW.RAYSTRASH.COM

Thank
you!


