
hendrickscounty.realestate
James 
Boyce

See the back 
page for 

more!Real Estate with  
a MissionMissionHouse 

Realty

ICON 

MONTH 

PAGE 30

  
PAGES 6-9

Give 
 Back
Give 
 Back

Our 
   Annual

Issue

PAGE 14

PAGES 16-18



It’s a personal trainer’s worst fear. You’re working out, and your hip pops. Then the pain starts.

As a fitness coach, triathlete, yoga instructor, wife and mom, Melanie knows that feeling all 
too well. Her hip pain lasted for more than nine months and wasn’t getting better. That’s 
when she turned to Hendricks Regional Health. 

After seeing a sports medicine physician and working one-on-one with a physical therapist, 
Melanie’s hip injury started to improve in just days. In no time, she was back doing what she 
does best. 

Don’t let an injury hold you back. Schedule an appointment with a sports  medicine physician 
at HENDRICKS.ORG/BEACTIVE.  

Melanie, Plainfield
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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? 
Have a photograph 
to share? Call Chris 
Cornwall at (317)  
451-4088 or email 
him at chris@ 
icontimes.com. Remember, our news 
deadlines are several days prior to print. 

 
is published by Grow Local 
Media, LLC. Content pub-
lished alongside this icon is 

sponsored by one of our valued adver-
tisers. Sponsored content is produced 
or commissioned by advertisers work-
ing in tandem with Grow Local Media, 
LLC sales representatives. Sponsored 
content may not reflect the views of 
The Hendricks County ICON publisher, 
editorial staff or graphic design team. 
The Hendricks County ICON is devoted 
to clearly differentiating between spon-
sored content and editorial content. 
Potential advertisers interested in spon-
sored content should call (317) 451-4088 
or email sponsored@myicon.info.
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Ambreen Selva, 4, proudly showed her mom the artwork she created on a post-it note Dec. 17th at the Imagination Lab in Plainfield. This and other tiny pieces 
of art were displayed on the Imagination Wall during an art show to wrap-up Eliza Monet’s tenure as the lab’s resident artist. Ambreen Selva is the daughter 
of Lucy Selva. (Photo by Faith Toole)

“The highlight was 
the passing of the 
Avon Community 
School referendum.”

Katie Singer,  
Avon

“The pavement 
replacing around 
Courthouse Square. 
It’s made access 
easier especially for 
fairs and farmers 
markets.”

Fred Walden, 
Danville

“The children’s 
events by the Town 
of Brownsburg. 
We attended the 
Halloween Trunk 
or Treat and were 
amazed at how well 
it was organized.”

Quincy Robertson, 
Brownsburg

“Our Plainfield High 
School marching 
band making it to 
the State Finals and 
participating in 
Bands of America 
for the first time. Go 
Red Pride!”

Darlene Russell, 
Plainfield

COMMUNITY



Hey, Brownsburg students! If you attend 
Brownsburg Community Schools, Bethesda 
Christian Schools or St. Malachy School, we 
want to know who has the coolest teacher! 
Send your name, address and telephone 
number along with a 100-word summary 
of why your teacher should be honored 
as the Swartout Dental/Hendricks County 
ICON’s Brownsburg Teacher of the Month 
to teacher@myicon.info. The deadline for 
nominations for January Teacher of the 
Month are due Jan. 11th. The winning student 
and teacher will both receive $50 gift cards to 
Chicago’s Pizza. Please take time to nominate 
a deserving teacher from your school.

Swartout Dental is the official ICON  
Brownsburg Teacher of the Month sponsor.

Brownsburg Teacher of the Month
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With Southside Chicago roots, Tim Roberts learned early on the impact that giving back means to one’s community. (Photo by Rick Myers)
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It’s about doing the 
right thing.

For Tim Roberts, owner of Champion 
Chevrolet in Avon, the right thing is using 
his blessings in life to give back to the com-
munity in which he lives, works and values.

“Whether we have this dealership tomor-
row or not, we’ll continue the same way 
with our philanthropy,” he said. “It’s instilled 
in everybody here. It’s part of our culture.”

Roberts grew up on the Southside of 
Chicago, in a depressed economic area 
where he said his parents worked hard for 
everything they had. Roberts was fresh out 
of college and in search of a job when he 
went with his parents who were purchasing 
a new vehicle.

“The salesman was delivering the vehicle 
and going over a few things,” he said.” I no-
ticed he was incorrect on a few things and 
I interjected my thoughts. The owner came 
down and offered me a job on the spot. He 
said he would make me more money in one 
summer than I would make all year in what I 
went to college for.”

After growing through the ranks, Rob-
erts was able to branch out on his own into 
other automotive ventures. He took the op-
portunity to purchase Dugan Chevrolet in 
Avon, now Champion 
Chevrolet. He and his 
wife were sitting in the 
shop in 2014 when a 
lady came in asking for 
a check for a local Rota-
ry. Looking through the 
books, Roberts saw the 
previous owner would 
donate in the past, but 
only $100-200.

“The next lady, Amanda Babinec, came 
in and gave a sales pitch on how to get in-
volved with the community,” he said. Babi-
nec represented the Avon Junior Athletic 
Association. “She never asked for money; 
she sold the cause. There are families here 
in Hendricks County, Avon, that don’t have 
$400 to participate in the baseball travel pro-
gram. There are people that pull up here in a 
Range Rover or their Tesla and know there is 
another child that is struggling and don’t do 
anything to help. That’s what really struck.”

After that, Roberts, through Champion 
Chevrolet, began to get involved in many 
other areas of the community.

A few years ago, Roberts’ wife, Christy, had 
an accident which put her in a coma at Hen-
dricks Regional Health for a couple of weeks.

“Hendricks Regional Health never asked 
us for insurance or things like that until we 
checked out,” he said. “Their main concern 
was the patient, making sure their pa-
tients had the best quality of care. The next 
person we spoke to, Sue Bogan, outlined 
everything they were involved with in the 
Hendricks Regional Health Foundation, how 
we can make a difference in the community 

through them.”
He continued, “The first time we donated 

to them, the money went to the Hendricks 
Regional Health YMCA where they have a 
rehab center. We found out that it bought all 
the wood, materials, dirt and everything for 
a garden. … Everything we give, we know 
where it went. It’s mind boggling with the 
Hendricks Regional Health Foundation how 
much they give back in the community as 
well. I’m just trying to do what they do. They 
are by far my favorite to be involved with.”

Champion Chevrolet donates to approxi-
mately 20 causes annually, including Shel-
tering Wings, Family Promise, Avon Educa-
tion Foundation and the American Cancer 
Society - in support of which the dealership 
wraps its arch in Pink every October.

“All these individuals (that approached 
us) had the same approach that Amanda 
did - they never asked for a single dime,” 
Roberts said. “They just asked for us to be 
involved in the cause. They’re selling the 
cause and what a difference Champion 
Chevrolet can make in their lives… I’m still 
new at all this, but I’ve certainly learned real 
quick that when someone comes in and 
exudes their passion of the cause, it’s the 
old Jerry Maguire line, ‘you had me at hello.’ 
Then there’s someone that comes in and 

says ‘I have this package 
and this package, how 
much do you want to 
spend?’ It’s like turning 
the volume off for me.”

With the many re-
quests for donations 
they receive, Roberts 
said they make sure to 
choose causes that not 
only align with their val-
ues, but also ensure that 

the funding goes back into the community 
where it belongs.

“We have a diligence as a business to 
make sure our community thrives,” Roberts 
said. “If I go to Hendricks Regional Health 
Foundation and spend money on a cause, 
it can help with a young man receiving a 
prosthetic or with rehab. We started getting 
involved with the police department, fire 
department, we were sitting at a chamber 
meeting and they introduced Project Life-
savers. We just asked where we can sign up. 
We don’t ask for a dime back. I don’t care if 
we sell a single car. What we’re giving is for a 
cause, not a return on our investment.”

It’s not enough to just give funding.
“I learned a long time ago, anybody can 

talk the talk but you have to walk the walk,” 
Roberts said. “It’s not just about writing a 
check, it’s about getting involved. Do you 
show up to the functions? Do you show up 
to the actual cause? What I really enjoy is our 
soon to be 6-year old, our son, who has been 
doing this with us. When he says ‘let’s go do 
this,’ to come out of a 5-year-old’s mouth, 
you know you’re doing the right thing.”

“We have a diligence as a 
business to make sure our 

community thrives.”
– TIM ROBERTS

COVER STORY

Enjoy a night out with unlimiteddrinks and popcorn!

Hear firsthand what is happening 
during session at the Indiana
Statehouse!

There is also time alloted for 
Q&A.

We have invited Representatives 
Bob Behning, Greg Steuerwald 
and Jeff Thompson to join us, 
along with Senators John Crane 
and Mike Young. 

This is the largest publicly 
attended legislative event in the 
state during session! 

SPONSORED BY:

Y O U ' R E I N V I T E D  T O T H E  

2019 LEGISLATIVE BREAKFASTS

For reservations, please contact the Hendricks County Farm 

Bureau at janna.bolen@infarmbureau.com or call (317) 

745-4463 by the Thursday prior.

*If schools are closed due to weather  meetings will also be canceled*

DATES
Jan. 2 , 2019
Feb 25, 2019
March 25, 2019
April 15, 2019

TIME
Complimentary 
breakfast served at 
7:00AM

PLACE
Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds 
Conference Complex 
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While Marvin 
Blade may work 
in community 
relations for 
Duke Energy, 
handling its 
philanthropic 
efforts and rep-
resenting the 
company on 

many nonprofit boards, it’s more than simply 
a job for him.

“I get to do a job that I love doing,” he said. 
“I think it’s important for others to give back. 
It’s as American as apple pie. If we’re going to 
improve our community’s quality of life, even 
solve some of our social issues we have as a 
society, it’s incumbent upon all of us to be-
come engaged.”

Through his work, Blade encourages other 
employees to volunteer as well, for which 
their time may be compensated. Last year, 
Duke Energy employees volunteered 12,000 
documented hours for various causes about 
which they feel passionate. One such cause 
for Blade is Leadership Hendricks County.

“After going through the program, I saw 
that as an organization that really focuses on 
civic engagement,” he said. “That was an ini-
tiative I thought I could really rally behind.”

There, he serves on the program committee. 
“That’s the heart of what we do. We get to 

review surveys where class participants have 
given us feedback and adapt to the market-
place we’re in. There’s new issues, new ways of 
doing things, so we get to make sure the pro-
gramming stays relevant for participants.”

A Plainfield resident since 2014, Blade loves 
to cycle and use the parks system. His passion 
for the nature, outdoors and the assets Indi-
ana has to offer led him to joining the board 
for both Conner Prairie - where he chairs the 
strategic planning process - and the Hen-
dricks County Parks Foundation.

“In that role, I get the opportunity for civic 
engagement but it’s also trying to ultimately 
raise funds so we can have a higher quality of 
life in Hendricks County,” he said.

Before returning to his Indiana home, Blade 
resided in Lafayette, Ind. and Cincinnati, where 
he volunteered with Big Brothers and Sisters.

“That is something that I can do to give 
back, and it’s one person at a time,” he said. 
“That’s one personal thing I have gleamed 
from volunteering. I’m not doing it because 
I have to, but I really feel like I’m making a 
difference. It does have an impact in society. 
When I am dead and gone, someone will 
look back and see my footprints and say he 
did make a difference. That’s my goal in life.”

Amy Comer 
Elliot cannot re-
member a time 
that she didn’t 
give back to her 
community in 
some way. 

“It’s how I 
was raised,” 
she said. “It’s in 

my belief system. I believe it takes a village. 
Probably most, if not all of my fundraising is 
for kids and their families. I can’t fathom not 
doing everything I can to assist families and 
kids with limited resources to give them as 
many opportunities as possible to succeed 
in this world.”

Elliot is a 1987 Danville Community High 
School graduate. Her parents were always 
community oriented - her mom, Mary Lee 
Comer, a judge for 18 years and her dad, 
Lee, a real estate attorney and owner of Ab-
stract & Title. 

“In the 90s, Hendricks County just explod-
ed population wise,” she said. “When that 
happened … we became a county-wide 
business. That led to being involved on a 
county level. He was first-year Leadership 
Hendricks County, was on the board.”

Her parents’ spirit of giving was passed 
down to Elliot and her brother, who both 
became real estate attorneys and joined the 
family business.

“My dad was a Rotarian many years before 
me, but once Hendricks County boomed, he 
didn’t have time,” she said. “Suzanne Whicker, 
who started Leadership Hendricks County, 
was a member of the Danville Rotary and 
asked me to become a member. I was right 

out of law school, about 1995.”
Elliott has served as president elect, inter-

national chairperson and foundation chair 
for the Rotary. 

In 2004, Elliott’s children were ages 7, 6 
and 3. Recently divorced, she found herself 
signing her 7-year-old up for softball for the 
first time, also purchasing cleats and a mitt. 

“At the time, I was reading The Purpose 
Driven Life by Pastor Rick Warren,” she said. 
“The last chapter of his book was about your 
mission or ministry in life. Those two events, 
signing her up for softball and reading that 
book, I thought, ‘how do other single moms 
afford this?’ I’m an attorney and I could af-
ford it, but how do other moms?”

With that question in mind, Elliot spoke 
with some local businesses to raise money. 
She took those funds to the Hendricks 
County Community Foundation to establish 
a 501c3, Sports for All Kids. Families of chil-
dren on free and reduced meals at school 
could apply for funding to pay the admin-
istration fees for their athletic programs. 
When the recession hit in 2008, the number 
of applicants doubled which led to Sports 
for All Kids paying 2/3 of each child’s fees. 

“We pay for every single one of them,” she 
said. “If we’re running low, I’ll reach out to my 
base of supporters and we’ll get the money 
we need. The total number of kids we’ve 
helped is right around 500, but most of these 
kids, we pay for two or three sports a year.”

Elliot said she is always looking for new 
sources of funding, and is excited to have 
received a grant this year for $1,000. Those 
interested in contributing can visit sports-
forallkids.org.

“As we come to the end of the year, there 
is something really powerful about giving 
back, giving to others and not being so 
focused on ourselves.” - Plainfield’s Marvin 
Blade said it well.

There are countless ways an individual 
can spend their time giving back to their 
community, and not-for-profit agencies 
cannot be effective at what they do with-
out volunteers. 

“You go back to the Bible and (it states) 
to whom much has been given, much 
is expected,” said Max Hank, incoming 

board chair for the Hendricks County 
Community Foundation. 

“Especially the folks who live in this 
county, we’re all kind of raised that way… I 
would encourage everybody to find a way 
to volunteer in their community. It could be 
something like in the community founda-
tion. It could be a Cub Scout pack, a church 
or the library. Our country runs on volun-
teers. This is one of the best places in the 
country to be a volunteer.”

This year’s Hendricks County ICON’s an-
nual Give-Back issue highlights a handful of 
the county’s leaders in giving. 

Give 
 Back
Give 
 Back

Our 
   Annual

Issue
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Brandy Perrill 
started volun-
teering when 
she moved to 
Hendricks Coun-
ty 15 years ago 
as a way to get 
to know people 
all while getting 
integrating her-

self in her community.
“We need to realize that we all have a respon-

sibility to be part of our community and we all 
have a gift that we can give back,” Perrill said. “A 
lot of times, just your time is enough of a gift.”

She started by serving as a mentor at the 
boys school, then got involved with the Hen-
dricks College Network and United Way. Thanks 
to grant funding, Perrill became an employee 
for the Hendricks College Network 12 years ago 
where she is currently executive director. 

She joined Leadership Hendricks County 
and learned about many more opportunities 
to get involved. Through that, she played a part 
in forming the Hendricks County Food Pantry 
Coalition and later JUNTO - Hendricks County 
Young Professionals. With JUNTO, Perrill serves 
as a leader, scheduling outings where members 
can get together and support one another. 
There are also now 390 members on Junto’s 
Facebook page, utilizing social media to sup-
port one another.

“We have a really rich and unique commu-
nity when it comes to opportunities for young 
people,” she said. “We want to continue to build 
upon that. We want young people to realize this 
is a good place to live and work.”

As time has gone on, Perrill said she feels she 
is seeing an impact from this service.

“I feel like when I first came to Hendricks 
County and I looked around at our leadership 
there were few young people starting in leader-
ship positions,” she said. “Now, I’m so excited to 
look around and see some of those faces that 
are young, confident, getting involved. Many of 
them are leading some pretty important orga-
nizations and initiatives in our community.”

This year, Perrill helped to start Level Two Co-
working, a nonprofit in Plainfield. 

“We’re really excited to be able to do that 
to provide opportunities for entrepreneurs in 
our community,” she said. “We opened a 5,000 
square-foot space. We see the benefit in bring-
ing in people to do work that’s important to 
them, but also to network with each other, pro-
vide a sense of community. We have events that 
are open to the public, not just our members, 
where people can learn to grow their business. 
We have fun events for members to just get to-
gether for hot chocolate or pizza to enjoy each 
other’s company and get to know one another. 
We want them to know this community is sup-
portive of what they’re doing we want them to 
grow their resources so they are successful.”

Max Hank 
will retire af-
ter 43 years 
in banking in 
mid-January, 
but he has no 
intentions on 
sitting still. As 
incoming board 
president for 

the Hendricks County Community Founda-
tion, he has big plans underway for the bet-
terment of his community.

Hank moved to Plainfield 12 years ago, tak-
ing a job at Lincoln Bank which was eventu-
ally acquired by First Merchants. Wanting to 
be involved in his community, he first joined 
the Rotary.

“I always felt an inclination to volunteer,” 
he said. “My first job out of college was with 
a bank. Banks have always been an industry 
that have attempted to be part of the com-
munity and give back.”

A colleague introduced him to Leadership 
Hendricks County and graduated from the 
class of 2009.

“They always say their class was the best 
ever; well, my class really was the best ever,” 
Hank said. “That exposed me to other oppor-
tunities in the community. I got involved with 
the local Boy Scout district helping to recruit 
people. I became part of a committee with 
Leadership Hendricks County that I’m still on 
to this day, program committee, and eventu-

ally became a board member in 2014. That led 
me to learn a little more about the Hendricks 
County Community Foundation.”

Hank joined the HCCF advisory board, then 
the grants committee, governance committee 
and, effective Jan. 1, board chair.

“The primary goal under my next two years 
is to raise the matching funds to allow us to 
qualify for the dollars that Lilly Endowment is 
giving,” he said. “This round of generosity from 
Lily Endowment has a different approach to it. 
It’s challenging foundations around the state 
to really be involved in their communities, 
community leadership. The whole staff is go-
ing to be looking over the next few months, as 
will the board, at how we can best execute on 
this challenge, not only in amount of dollars 
but to suggest a project that could allow us to 
be a significant catalyst in improving the qual-
ity of life in Hendricks County even beyond 
what it is today. That’s pretty exciting. The 
fundraising and challenge period for the next 
duration runs through year end 2020, exactly 
what my term as board chair will be.”

HCCF was in the process of updating its 
strategic plan, and will continue to do so to 
align its goals with the endowment’s chal-
lenge, titled Gift VII. The deadline for the grant 
proposal is March, so the board will be busy in 
the coming few months.

Leaving his full-time job as Treasury Man-
agement Sales with First Merchants, Hank said 
will allow him to devote the time necessary to 
fulfill his role with HCCF to his fullest potential. 

Bob Sexton 
spends much of 
his time at his 
cabin in Brown 
County, chop-
ping wood, 
feeding the 
wildlife, golfing, 
fishing, travel-
ing and watch-

ing Colts games as a season ticket holder. 
The remainder of his time, at least three or 
four days a week, he spends in Hendricks 
County, volunteering and giving back to the 
community that has given so much to him.

Sexton started Avon Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery in 1980, from which he is retired.

“I made a really good living out here,” he 
said. “I came and people accepted me. Like 
anyone else that volunteers, I feel you have 
to give back.”

Sexton recently left the board for the 
Hendricks County Sheriff ’s Department, 
which he was on for 12 years. He serves on 
the board for the Avon Chamber of Com-
merce, Hendricks Regional Health Foun-
dation and The Gathering Together. He is 

trustee for the Indiana Historical Society 
and chairs its collections committee. He said 
that his favorite philanthropic endeavor is 
as a volunteer for the American Cancer So-
ciety’s Road to Recovery program. Through 
that, for the past seven years since he re-
tired, he has driven cancer patients in need 
of transportation to their treatments.

“It’s pretty simple,” he said. “I put it on my 
GPS, pick them up, take them to the treat-
ment, wait on them and take them home. 
It sort of grounds you a little bit in reality. I 
could be one of those people with can-
cer and not have anyone to take me to my 
treatments. They really appreciate what you 
do.They are very kind.”

He said he always enjoys participating in 
special events such as Project Angel that the 
Rotary hosts or the Snowball Express, a pro-
gram sponsored by American Airlines which 
offers fun events and resources to children 
and their families who have lost a parent in 
military conflict.

Though, there’s nothing he does that he 
doesn’t enjoy - including his charitable work.

“It keeps life in perspective,” he said. 
317.539.2024 • 800.531.6752

www.raystrash.com

“Is your company’s New Year’s resolution to go green? Call Ray’s and find 
out about all of its exciting recycling programs. Whether you need a small 
container for office recycling, or large-scale equipment to handle excess 
packing materials, and things in between, Ray’s has you covered. Ray’s Trash 
is the only call you need to make for your recycling and waste removal needs. 
We offer consultants to review your needs and design a competitively priced 
custom program for you. Call us today to schedule a review of your property’s 
disposal plan.”

GREAT SERVICE 
SMART PRICING

CALL RAY’S TODAY.
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Planner

 

 Meetings are held at Brownsburg Town Hall, 
61 N Green Street. For more information, 
call (317) 852-1120 or visit brownsburg.org.

DANVILLE

 All meetings are held at Danville Town Hall, 
49 N Wayne Street. For more information, call 
(317) 745-4180 or visit danvilleindiana.org.

 All regular meetings are held at the Guil-
ford Township Community Center, locat-
ed at 1500 S. Center Street, Plainfied.  For 
more information, call (317)838-0564

J

 All meetings are held at the Hendricks 
County Government Center, 355 S Wash-
ington Street. For more information, 
visit: co.hendricks.in.us. To reach the Plan 
Commission or Board of Zoning Appeals, 
call (317) 745-9255; for County Council, 
call (317) 745-9221; and for the Board of 
Health, call (317) 745-9217.
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HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

American Legion Post 145, 4812 E. Main St, Avon. (Photo by Chris Cornwall)

In early 1919 shortly after the end of 
World War I, a group of military officers 
worked to develop a plan to create a 
patriotic veterans’ organization named 
the American Legion. Over the past 100 
years, much of the success of the Ameri-
can Legion rests on its understanding and 
commitment that the fight for veterans’ 
rights—past, present, or future is never 
ending.  With this blueprint as a basis, the 
preamble of the constitution of the Ameri-
can Legion was finalized at the St. Louis 
Caucus later in 1919.

Fast-forward now to the year 1987.  
After months of tireless effort by local vet-
erans, a permanent charter was issued to 
American Legion Post No. 145, Avon, Indi-
ana.  This was considered to be a big event 
in the life of the American Legion.  The 
ceremony was attended by both state and 
national members from around the coun-
try.  Forward again to 1999, and we see the 
Avon post having been inactive for 5 years 
and being in danger of having its charter 
revoked.  At this 1999 meeting, however, 
new officers were elected and the Avon 
Town Hall was established as their regular 
monthly meeting place.  A year later their 
meeting place was moved to a vacant 
shopping center space, but after just a few 
more months that space was no longer 
available to them.

Life got much better for the Avon Post 
145 mid-year 2001.  A small commercial 
building located along State Road 267 just 
south of US 36 and the railroad crossing 
was donated to the Post.  This building 
was in need of remodeling, but after many 
volunteer man hours, a grand opening 
party was held on New Year’s Eve of 2001, 
and a dedication ceremony was held the 
following May, and once again many state 
and national officers were in attendance.

Three years later, the adjacent property 

with its larger existing building became 
available.  This building, too, benefited 
from numerous hours of volunteer service 
and was remodeled into a proper legion 
hall.  Membership in Post 145 contin-
ued to grow, but in 2011 membership 
received notification that INDOT was go-
ing to move forward with construction 
of a bridge over the CSX railroad tracks 
that would border the north end of their 
property.  As a result, the legion hall would 
have to be torn down, and once again, 
Post 145 would need a new home.

The following year several acres of va-
cant land were secured along old Highway 
36 between Avon and Danville, and soon 
construction began on a new legion hall 
facility for Post 145.  Construction was 
completed in late 2015.

Some may think of the American Legion 
as being just a social club for ex-military 
personnel, but it is much more.  Consid-
ered to be one of its major achievements, 
the Legion played a leading role in draft-
ing the ‘Serviceman’s Readjustment Act of 
1944’ – better known as the ‘GI Bill’ which 
was instrumental in providing support 
and assistance for military men returning 
home from WWII.  In addition, the Ameri-
can Legion organizes many commemora-
tive events, and its members provide as-
sistance at VA hospitals and clinics.  It also 
lobbies on behalf of the interests of both 
veterans and service members including 
providing support of benefits such as pen-
sions and veterans’ health administration.

Within the American Legion, patriotism 
will never die.

American Legion Post 145

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect 
and resident of Hendricks County for 
well over 40 years. Contact him at 
ken@sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

TsT Construction 
Tip of the Month  By Tom S. Truesdale

               

 

GENERAL CONTRACTING

Floor Plan Changes
Floor plan changes can be applied to almost 
any interior renovations: The winter season 
is a great time to complete projects on the 
inside of your home. This month I will pro-
vide some general thoughts regarding floor 
plan changes that can be applied to most 
bathroom, kitchen, basement and garage 
renovations.
1. Relocation of a wall can be simple or 

complicated depending on the situation 
but can provide a great solution to 
square footage needs by combining  
2 rooms into one:

Evaluate if the wall is load bearing.
If a load bearing wall, a beam will 
need to be installed to carry the load.
Determine the size of the opening 
desired between the adjacent rooms.
Example: Opening up a wall between 
a kitchen and a dinning room can 
provide an open concept that makes 
the existing space much more 
efficient.

2. Adding a wall / doorway to an open 
bonus room can create an additional 
bedroom:

The bedroom must have an exterior 
window.
If in a basement, egress codes must 
be met.

3. Opening a wall in a bathroom into an 
adjacent closet or bedroom can capture 
space creating a larger bathroom:

Tub, sink and toilet relocation is 
generally necessary to make this 
strategy successful.
A master bath can be created by 

installing a connection between 
rooms.

4. Enclosing a garage door can create 
additional living space. Many things 
must be considered in a garage 
repurpose project:

Exterior finish
HVAC
Electrical

Floor plan changes can be a great way to 
solve existing space problems and make the 
square footage of your home more efficient. 
The examples above are greatly simplified 
for the sake of this brief article; time should 
be taken planning and evaluating existing 
conditions and scope of work before begin-
ning construction. Designing with consid-
eration of all the options and costs is key 
before beginning construction to achieve a 
successful project. As always, consult with 
a local qualified construction professional 
before starting your project. Have a great 
holiday season and I hope this month’s tips 
are helpful, please do not hesitate to call if 
you have any questions. 

TsT Construction
Helping people one job at a time...
317-550-8677

Brownsburg, IN • email: tom@tst-construction.com
website: tst-construction.com

Residential Renovations,  
New Construction and Roofing
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Like most guys, when I walk 
past a magazine rack, I can’t 

help but stare.  The day before Thanksgiv-
ing, I saw one cover that made me drool. 
There she was: perfectly proportioned, with 
golden skin and a great pair of legs. It was 
the best looking turkey I had ever seen.

The magazine was at Whole Foods, where 
the 2018 Thanksgiving edition of their own 
publication was on the shelves. Soon it will 
be the 2018 Christmas edition: same delica-
cies, just with a new title. The Thanksgiving 
meal is just like the Christmas meal…with-
out the Amazon gift cards.

Inside the front cover is an introductory let-
ter from…from…I don’t know who it’s from.  
It’s not signed, but there are two hashtags at 
the bottom. One says #Thanksgiving and the 
other is #MakesMeWhole. I accessed both 
Twitter locations where there were lots of hol-
iday recipes, but none for turkey hash, which 
seems like a wasted pun opportunity.

The editor’s letter says the “Whole 
Foods company wants to make your feast 
the greatest ever, which is why we have 
mounds of potatoes…and more types of 
mushrooms than you can count.” Even af-

ter a couple of glasses of Merlot, I can still 
count to seven.

In the next paragraph, there is a de-
scription of the Whole Foods turkey as a 
”bronzed, glistening show piece,” which 
piqued my interest once again. They went 
on to say the bird was “dry brined and or-
ganic,” which made me lose my appetite. 
They also claim their turkeys were “raised 
the right way,” which is more than you can 
say about the next-door neighbor’s chil-
dren. Your own kids are perfect, of course.

The Whole Foods folks tell you to “expect 
applause” when the meal reaches the table. 
But they are selling the turkey fully cooked 
with all the sides already prepared.  So what 
are your guests applauding—an accident-
free trip to the store? Maybe your awesome 
defrosting and reheating?

Then comes the real stunner. Whole 
Foods adds, “…or maybe there is no turkey, 
at all…. Maybe the turkey is a stunning Ro-
manesco cauliflower roast.”  Well, so much 
for the applause.

Finally, they say, “You’re doing it right, how-
ever you Thanksgiving.” You can make cauli-
flower the main course and please the veg-
etarians, but when you make “Thanksgiving” a 

verb, you’ve displeased the grammarians.
Inside the magazine is a challenge to in-

clude people of all dietary persuasions at 
your holiday table.  There are vegan meals, 
gluten-free sides, Keto sensitive, and Paleo 
choices. My suggestion is don’t invite all 
these people to the same dinner, or you’re 
bound to end up with a food fight. And 
vegans would be at a distinct disadvantage 
because no matter how al dente the veg-
gies are, nothing makes a deadlier projectile 
than a big drumstick.

By the way, last year’s magazine had a 
special tip for carnivores from Seamus Mul-
len, an award-winning chef from one of 
New York’s finest eateries. Seamus says to 
throw the leftover meat from the less-pop-
ular parts, like legs and wings, into the food 
processor with some stuffing. Doesn’t the 
idea of a dark meat smoothie sound delish?

Talkin’ turkey

In the Dec. 15 issue of ICON, we asked 
residents to tell us how they felt about traf-
fic in their community. One of the more 
eye-opening responses was from a Plain-
field resident who said the gridlock near 
his home blocks his driveway from 4:30 to 
7 p.m. every weekday. The area is near the 
intersection of CR 300 South and SR 267.

On Aug. 26, INDOT announced it made 
improvements to the intersection. We in-
quired about the improvements.

According to a statement, “the most no-
table change to this traffic signal is there 
will be no concurrent movements.  Only 
one direction of travel will be allowed 
through the intersection at one time. This 
allows for the C.R. 300 South traffic to be 
able to make the left hand turn.”

The adjustment may have helped the 
traffic flow, but evidently, for residents 
living on these busy sections of road, the 
stoplight still forces vehicles to block drive-
ways. Try to imagine backing out into bum-
per-to-bumper traffic during rush hour. 
Now imagine doing it five days a week.

The gentlemen said he put the house on 
the market but has yet to get an offer.

Indiana has always prided itself on being 
the Crossroads of America. But perhaps in 
this case, a roundabout sounds better.

Let us know your thoughts on this or 
anything else you feel is an issue in your 
community. Send your comments to edito-
rial@icontimes.com.  

VIEWS

HUMOR

OUR VIEW ICONtoon

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with his wife 
of 33 years. Dick is usually in the basement 
trying to think up something funny to write. 
He can be reached at: wolfsie@aol.com.

Yes, we want your letters:
Readers of the HC ICON are encour-
aged to send letters to the editor as 
often as they wish. The stipulations 
are that the letter is timely, focused 
(not more than 200 words) and veri-
fiable. Please make sure to provide 
your complete name and daytime 
and evening telephone contact num-
bers. All letters are subject to edit-
ing for brevity, clarity and grammar. 
Please direct your correspondence to: 

.
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Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …
While Georgia operates its own lottery, it “pro-
tects” its citizens by making it illegal to promote 
a private lottery.

 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

BELIEVE IT!

“Always read 
something that 

will make you look 
good if you die in 
the middle of it.”

– P. J. O’Rourke,  
American political satirist  

and journalist

QUOTE

 An independent, 
locally formed sports organization 

called Brownsburg Lacrosse recently learned 
one of its players will become its first female 
athlete to play in college. Brownsburg 
senior, Chloe Brumley, will join the lacrosse 
team at North Greenville University. What’s 
particularly cool about this story is that this 
group was formed only five years ago with 
75 participants. It also allows students from 
all over Hendricks County join. We truly have 
some amazing residents. 

 The 
parking lot outside the empty 

K-Mart building in Brownsburg has turned 
into a temporary trucker hangout. You can 
find truckers and big rigs with all license 
plates taking a snooze or break at all hours 
of the day and night. This isn’t the best thing 
for surrounding businesses. Aren’t there any 
open truck stops?

Do you have a Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down?
Please send to chris@icontimes.com

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

VIEWS

1 The Hendricks Power Exposition 
Hall will transform into a pet’s 

paradise for Dogtona! on Saturday, 
Jan. 19. The fundraiser was started 
with the help of Cameron Johnson, a 
longtime volunteer at the Hendricks 
County Humane Society. How 
many Dogtona! events have 
been held so far?

❏  3
❏  7 
❏  17
❏  19

2 Starting with an 
informational 

meeting on Jan. 17, 
the Brownsburg 
Police Department is 
holding a recruitment 
drive to add five new 
officers to which of its 
teams?

❏  Investigations
❏  Reserve
❏   Interdiction Team 

I.C.E
❏  K9

3 American Legion 
Post 145 has called a 

few places home since it 
received its charter in 1987. 
It moved from its former 
location on SR 267, which 
was demolished, to the 
current building on 
East Main Street 
completed in 2015. 
Why was the SR 267 
building demolished?

❏   The Avon 
Avenue Bridge 
Project

❏   New park 
construction

❏  Rezoning
❏   Freak firework 

accident

ICONIC IQ

How well do you know  
your Hendricks County  

community?  
Test your memory of news 
featured in the current and 

previous issue of ICON

 

Calls for Indiana to 
pass a “Hate Crimes” bill during the 2019 
legislative session have been growing. 
Spurred on by a call from Governor Hol-
comb, the Indy Chamber of Commerce, Eli 
Lilly, the Pacers, other large influential busi-
nesses and community voices, it appears 
2019 will see  “Hate Crime “ bills introduced 
to the Indiana legislature.

Bills introduced will draw serious discus-
sion and debate in this session to reach a 
version which can gain enough support for 
passage.  It is expected there will be a great 
deal of sensitivity to the debate and may 
have some contentious and heated rhetoric. 

Nearly all “hate-crime” legislation has the 
same design and framework. And that is to 
identify specific classes or groups of people, 
list them and give them special treatment 
under the law.  

By design it creates special classes of 
people and minimizes the rights of the rest. 
It increases division in an already divided 
nation, limits the ability of judges to sen-
tence criminals fairly, punishes thoughts 
not actions, violates the concept of “equal 
protection under the law,” and it establishes 
a framework to punish freedom of speech 
and religion. 

Several examples of this type of abuse 
have been noted in the news recently where 
people in malls and public places have been 
threatened and detained at various places 
in the U.S. for merely talking in public about 
Christianity. One of those situations hap-
pened at a mall in Indianapolis when a se-
curity officer intimidated shoppers engaged 
in a conversation and told them that speech 
was not allowed.

In an op-ed early this year Curtis Hill, 
Indiana Attorney General, offered some of 
his thoughts on this issue in an article titled 
Manifestations of hate: Let’s punish actions 
rather that thoughts. Below are some ex-
cerpts from the article:

“Hate” is an emotion...a belief...a thought. 
Although we can agree that hate is wrong and 
should be roundly discouraged, it has not been 
our nation’s practice to criminalize thought.

Our Constitution protects everyone’s right 
to think, believe and generally speak without 
fear of prosecution. We are even –or perhaps 
especially – free to share thoughts that may 
be unpopular or disagreeable.

Criminal statutes are designed to address 
wrongful conduct—actions taken by one 
person against another that infringe upon 
the other’s freedom.  Our laws prohibit doing 
something bad. They do not prohibit thinking 
something bad.

So “hate-crime” legislation that focuses on 
criminalizing hateful belief, speech or thought 
-- while well intended -- would be inconsistent 
with our existing standards for establishing 
criminal behavior.

But should some groups receive greater 
protection from hateful conduct than others? 
Designating specific groups to be “protect-
ed” necessarily implies the existence of other 
groups that are not. Although one might ar-
gue that certain groups merit protection over 
others, this argument oddly contradicts the 
very essence of equality that such “protection” 
is intended to ensure. 

In fact, we should stop making lists altogeth-
er. If it is appropriate to prohibit hateful con-
duct aimed at any group, then it is appropriate 
to prohibit hateful conduct aimed at all groups. 

In examining our Indiana Attorney 
Generals thoughts in his op-ed they are 
grounded in constitutional concepts and 
the beliefs of the rights free people and 
should serve as a model in moving forward 
in discussing what Indiana should do to 
protect all fellow Hoosiers justly and fairly 
with any new legislation.

In preparing for this article I wanted to 
look at this issue from both a state and local 
level and delve into the issues and impact at 
the county level.  As I reached out for input 
from local sources, I was not able to find 
anyone willing to be quoted which  con-
firmed my belief in the opening of this ar-
ticle that this issue might be one extremely 
sensitive in nature. 

Hate-crime bills being proposed 
in the 2019 Legislative Session

Rick Barr is the President of the Indy 
Defenders of Liberty. He may be reached at 
rickbarr1776@gmail.com.

PERSPECTIVE
“Nearly all “hate-crime” 
legislation has the same 
design and framework. 
And that is to identify 

specific classes or groups 
of people, list them 

and give them special 
treatment under the law.”

– RICK BARR
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January
5 Saturday  _________________
Midwinter Powwow  
Doors open at 11 a.m. | Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds, 1900 E. US 36, 
Danville. Gourd Dances are at 1 p.m. 
and 6:0 p.m. Intertribal dancing starts at 
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Admission is $2 per 
adult, $1 per child (4-12 years old), and 
$5 per family.  

6 & 20 Sundays ____________
Hendricks County Winter  
Farmers Market  
2-5 p.m. | Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds, 1900 E. Main St, Danville. Support 

local farmers, producers, food inspired 
companies and arts & craft during the win-
ter season. 

19 Saturday ________________
Wolf Moon Night Hike 
5:15 – 7:15 p.m. | McCloud Nature Park, 
8518 Hughes Rd., North Salem.  Time to 
let your inner werewolf out on a moon-
lit hike! By the end of the night, you’ll 
be howling at the moon. Make sure to 
bundle up, and don’t forget to bring a 
water bottle. And don’t worry, no wolves 
or werewolves live in the park. Advance 
Registration required by Jan. 17. Price: $3 
per person.

20 Sunday _________________
Indoor Triathlon 
8 a.m. – 12 p.m. | Hendricks Regional 
Health YMCA, 301 Satori Pkwy, Avon. | 
Swim, bike and run competition. This 
event will have four start time slots: 8 
a.m., 8:30 a.m., 9 a.m., and 9:30 a.m. They 
are first come first served, and ages 11 
years old and up are welcome. The sta-
tions will be as follows: 10 minute swim, 
30 minute bike, 20 minute run. The goal 
at each is to complete as much distance 
as possible. Pre-registration fees are $40 
for YMCA members, $45 for program 
members, and $50 to compete the day of. 
You are guaranteed a shirt if you register 
by Jan. 14.

27 Sunday _________________
Hendricks Symphony Presents 
 ‘Chamber Music XII’
3 p.m. | Bartlett Chapel United Method-
ist Church, 4396 E. Main St, Avon | Musi-
cians from the Hendricks Symphony Or-
chestra and Chorus, under the direction 
of Benjamin G. Del Vecchio, will present 
a chamber concert featuring classical 
music performed and chosen by instru-
mental and vocal ensembles from the 
symphony. You’ll hear music from the 
old masters and some of the newer ones 
too. The concert is free. For more infor-
mation, email inquiries to  
hendrickssymphony@gmail.com.EV
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Jan. 19 
Dogtona Dog Show 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. | Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds and Conference 1900 E. 
Main St., Danville. $5 per dog. For more 
information call (317) 250-5251.

Feb. 9 
Sheltering Wings Annual premier event 
5:30- 10 p.m. | Embassy Suites, 6089 
Clarks Creek Rd, Plainfield. For more 
information, call (317) 386-5052.

Feb. 23 
St. Susanna’s Winter Wonderland 
5:30 p.m. | Embassy Suites by Hilton 
Plainfield Indianapolis Airport, 6089 
Clarks Creek Rd, Plainfield. For more 
information call (317) 839-1106.

Feb. 9 
St Malachy’s Mardi Gras 
6-11 p.m. | The Willows, 6729 E Westfield 
Blvd, Indianapolis

March 8 
Salute to our Veterans 
5:30 p.m. | Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds, 
1900 E. Main St. Danville. Dinner starts at 7 
p.m.  Tickets: $100 per person

March 30
Raise the Woof
6 p.m. | Chateau Thomas Winery, 6291 
Cambridge Way, Plainfield.

April 26
Arts Gala: Perspective  
Starlight Reception 
7 - 10 p.m. | Plainfield-Guilford Township 
Public Library, 1120 Stafford Rd., Plainfield 
| For more information call (317) 839-6602.

April 27 
ArtScape 
7 - 9 p.m. | Avon-Washington Township 
Public Library, 498 Avon Ave., Avon.  For 
more information, call (317) 272-4818.

May 25 
Annual Night before the 500 USAC 
Midget Series Race
Lucas Oil Raceway Park, 10267 US 
Highway 136. For more information,  
call (317) 291-4090.

June 1 
Annual B&O Bicycle Tour 
7 a.m. – 3 p.m. | Lucas Oil Raceway,10267 
E US 136, Indianapolis. For more 
information call (317) 745-2471.

June 14, 15 & 16 
St. Susanna Festival
1212 E. Main St. Plainfield. For more 
information call (317) 839-3333.

June 29 
Hendricks County Rib Fest
5 - 10 p.m. | Kingsway Christian Church, 
7981 E. County Rd. 100 N. Avon. For more 
information call (317) 272-4333.

July 1 - 6 
Brownsburg Lion club  
4th of July Extravaganza 
Arbuckle Acres Park,  
200 N Green St, Brownsburg

July 4 
Family 4th Fest in Danville 
6-10:30 p.m. | Danville Community High 
School, 100 Warrior Way.

July 14 - 20 
Hendricks County 4-H Fair
Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds and 
Conference Complex, 1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. For more information call (317) 
745-9260.

July 20 
Festival of the Arts 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. | Arbuckle Acres Park, 
200 N. Green St., Brownsburg | For more 
information call (317) 852-7885.

Aug. 6 
Night Out Against Crime
Various Locations: 8244 East U.S. Hwy. 
36, Avon; Hendricks County Courthouse, 
Danville; Brownsburg Town Hall,  
61 N. Green St.

Aug. 31, Sept. 1 & 2
Old Fashion Days 
State Roads 75 & 236, North Salem | For 
more information call (765) 676-5474. 

Sept. 7
Bow Wow Bash
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. | Williams Park, 940 Locust 
Ln., Brownsburg | For more information, 
(317) 858-8022.

Sept. 27 
Habit of the Heart Gala 
Location TBD. For more information call 
(317) 718-1200.

Sept. 27 
Hope Healthcare Gala 
5 p.m. | Dallara Indycar Factory, 1201 N 
Main St, Speedway. For more information 
call (317) 272-0708.

Sept. 20 & 21 
St. Malachy Country Fair
4 – 11 p.m. | St. Malachy, 9833 E County 
Road 750 N. Brownsburg. For more 
information call (317) 852-3195

Sept. 21 
Quaker Day Parade and Festival 
Begins at 10 a.m. | Parade route can be 
found at www.plainfield-in.com  | For 
more information call (317) 839-3800.

Sept. 21
Celebrating Avon
Avon-Washington Twp. Public Library, 498 
Avon Ave and Washington Twp. Park, 115 
S. CR 575 E. | For more information 
 call (317) 272-4333.

Oct. 5 
Superhero Celebration for Susie’s Place
For more information call 317-272-5696. 

Nov. 8 
Humane Society’s Wine, Beer and  
Spirits Tasting & Auction 
Washington Township Pavilion Center, 
435 Whipple Ln, Avon, IN 46123

Nov. 29 – Dec. 30 
(Closed Christmas day) 
Winterland at Ellis Park
6-9 p.m. Monday through Thursday with 
admission of $5 | Friday, Saturday hours 
are 6-10 p.m. with admission of $10.| 
Sunday hours are 6-9 p.m.with admission 
of $10. Ellis Park, 600 E. Main St. Danville.

Dec. 7 
Christmas under the Stars Parade 
6 p.m. | 61 N. Green St., Brownsburg |  
For more information call (317) 852-4172.
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FAITHONFOOD
AN OPTION

In 2018, Hendricks County saw 
many new restaurants and cafes open. 
One that we anxiously awaited to 
open was Rusted Silo Southern BBQ 
and Brewhouse in Lizton. I became a 
fan, especially of the sausage sampler 
with house-made pimento cheese 
and saltines. Other local openings 
include Thia Basil, Ugly Crab Shack, 
Best Friends Bagels and Coffee, Flossie 
Mae’s Ice Cream & Coffee Shop, 
Uptown Cafe and Johnson’s Coffee.

As you can see from the list, 
Hendricks County residents love their 
coffee. In the new year, look for Cabin 
Coffee to open in Avon, the former 
location of Ritter’s Frozen Custard.

Several small restaurants closed in 
2018: Papa Joe’s, The Porch, The Blended 
Juice Bar and Diesel’s Sports Grille. I was 
able to confirm that the Diesel’s location 

on West Main in Danville has been sold 
with plans to reopen under a new name 
and expand in 2019. Here’s hoping 
Diesel’s recipes were included in the 
purchase agreement.

Although we lost some great 
local eateries, residents should have 
little trouble finding a new coffee 
shop nearby to stay perky in 2019. 
Consider adding “eat local” to your 
list of resolutions to support small 
business in Hendricks County. Happy 
New Year Foodies!

WHERE I DINE

 
Avon

 
 

I have a very healthy 
lifestyle and find that 
Texas Roadhouse in Avon 
is still one of my personal favorites.

 
My favorite food is the grilled salmon, 
sweet potato and salad with ranch 
dressing.

 
I love when you walk in that you are 
greeted with a very friendly staff. The 
server always goes above and beyond 
and we have never had poor service.

5020 Cambridge Way 
Plainfield

preference   

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. 
Follow on Instagram and Twitter @
FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

Large 1 topping traditional  
crust pizza and an order  

of breadsticks

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 1/31/19
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Lives Remembered We lost many great citizens in 2018. Many were ICONs in our community and led the way for a brighter 
future. Their sacrifices made our community better and, in this issue, we reflect on their contributions. 
This is not a comprehensive list, by any means, just a remembrance of a few who gave so much.

They may be gone from our lives, but they are not forgotten.

Wayne Cox 

July 17, 2018

There are many famous horticultural 
men and women who have contribut-
ed to our knowledge and enjoyment of 
gardening and landscaping. Rarely is an 
area fortunate enough to benefit from an 
honest-to-goodness, self-made plantsman 
who generously shares his expertise with 
the public. Hendricks County was blessed 
with such a man, Wayne Cox, who died 
this past fall. 

Wayne was born in Belle Union in 1933. 
He was employed at Bridgeport Brass and 
married with seven children to provide for 
when he planted a vegetable garden at 
his home in Stilesville back in the 60s. Like 
most new gardeners, he had little experi-
ence growing vegetables, but became 
known for his bountiful produce, especial-
ly tomatoes. Soon, people requested to-
mato and other vegetable seedlings, so he 
built a few hoop houses to meet the de-
mand. He worked at his “day job” from 3:00 
till 11:00 pm, then every morning would 
tend to his growing vegetable business. 

Finally, in 1970, he opened a full-time 
vegetable and flower business a few 
blocks sound of Old National Road (US 
40) in Stilesville. Business boomed, and 
he soon developed a loyal following of 
customers who valued the quality of his 
plants and the reasonable prices. In 1978, 
he bought twenty acres of farmland on US 
40 between Stilesville and Belleville, south 
of Clayton, where he constructed a large 

greenhouse complex, and…as they say…
the rest is history!

Over the next 40 years, Cox’s Plant 
Farm’s reputation for high-quality plants 
and friendly service became well known 
throughout Hendricks County and the sur-
rounding areas. It was a genuine family op-
eration, and all of his children worked at the 
business as soon as they were old enough. 

“Cox’s Plant Farm was his life and his 
passion,” said Diane Cox, daughter. “He was 
there every moment that he had available. 
It was his Happy Place! What he loved most 
were the customers...a lot became friends. 
He always loved talking and helping every-
one figure out solutions to their problems. 
We all will miss him tremendously.”

The business flourished, surviving two 
major fires and a total loss of plants the 
night of the 1985 record freeze when the 
backup generators failed during a power 
outage. Wayne always focused on the 
positive and rebuilt each time. 

Wayne Cox’s folksy wisdom was legend-
ary. With no formal horticultural training, 
he was a walking encyclopedia of practical 
knowledge and advice. Wayne died just 
shy of his 85th birthday. The garden center 
remains solidly in family hands with his 
daughter Diane, son Gary, and now busi-
ness partner Danny at the helm and prom-
ises to be a Hendricks County institution 
for many years to come.   

- John Chapin

Nancy Bennett 

Nov. 21, 2018

Nancy Bennett was always teaching, 
from music and piano to life lessons.

“Perseverance, commitment, loyalty, 
discipline: those come to mind imme-
diately,” said Wes Bennett, Nancy’s son. 
“She was a very caring, very loving per-
son. She never met a stranger. She made 
friends quickly. She had high expecta-
tions of herself and that transferred into 
her relationships.”

Nancy, 82, passed away on Nov. 21, 
2018 just three weeks shy of her 83rd 
birthday.

She grew up on the Westside of India-
napolis, graduating from Ben Davis High 
School and moving to Plainfield in 1969. 
Nancy met Al Bennett at Anderson Col-
lege in 1959. They were married for 64 
years and had four children, 10 grand-
children and 5 great-grandchildren.

Nancy retired after 35 years of teach-
ing, having served as music teacher 
and assistant principal at Brentwood El-
ementary School, Plainfield Community 
School Corporation.

“She was influential and involved with 
thousands of children,” Wes said. “She 
was able to teach two generations of 
kids. To this day, if we see one of her for-
mer students, they rave about her - even 
if they got in the cross waves with her. 

They say ‘she gave me the eye, she got 
on me, but she was right.’”

Wes said his mother had a knack for 
understanding people at all levels, from 
the youngest elementary student to 
administrators or even highly-elected 
officials. Nancy was active in the Hen-
dricks County Republican Party as pre-
cinct committeeperson for more than 30 
years and vice chairman for eight years.

“If any candidate wanted to do well 
in Hendricks County, one of the stops 
was to the Bennett house to talk to 
Al and Nancy,” Wes said. “She had firm 
convictions. She didn’t waver. She 
would tell you she’s not always right, 
but most of the time she was. She 
knew a good candidate from a bad 
one. She was able to discern the is-
sues. She was a great communicator… 
She was not one to be bitter or hold a 
grudge. She was able to agree to dis-
agree so she set an example of how 
you work through issues as well as set-
ting an example of how to be involved 
in the right way without being toxic.”

Wes said for both of his parents, their 
faith was strong. “It got them through 
and it’ll get us through this period.”

- Nicole Davis

Lives Remembered  continued on page 18

Pat Morelock 

Dec. 1, 2018

Pat Morelock, of Danville, spent the 
last three years of her life as a door 
greeter at Walmart.

“If you were in a hurry, you went in the 
other door,” joked Patty Parkins, who works 
for the Hendricks County Fairgrounds.

That’s because through her numer-
ous volunteer efforts and friendly, car-
ing nature, Pat had friends and those 
she called family all across the town, 
the county and beyond.

Pat Morelock, 81, passed away Dec. 
1, 2018. Pat is survived by her hus-
band, Charles, three children, seven 
grandchildren and five great-grand-
children. She was a respiratory thera-
pist at Hendricks Regional Health in 
Danville for 49 years before retirement. 

She was well-known for her love of 
horses and volunteer efforts through 
the Hendricks County Saddle Club as 
its founder, Hendricks County Horse-
man’s Club as a charter member and 
Hendricks County 4-H horse and pony 
program as a 60-year volunteer.

Parkins met Pat as a teenager, hav-
ing shared a horse with Pat’s son. 

“She kind of adopted me, if you will,” 

she said. “She adopted several people. 
She was very giving of her time, a very 
giving person. She never met a strang-
er. If you got out of line, she would tell 
you… I miss her smile, I miss her bold 
personality. She was such a sweetie 
but she would just tell you what she 
thought. I liked that about her. I liked 
her honesty.”

Pat wanted everyone to feel taken 
care of, and a big part of that for her 
was making sure they were fed. At 
the fairgrounds, Pat would do conces-
sions or could be found at the horse 
shows, passing out food and water. 
She had a concession at the Hendricks 
County Horseman’s Club, ‘Grandma 
Pat’s Chuckwagon.’ She enjoyed cook-
ing, and made ‘outstanding fudge.” She 
didn’t just bring food - but a listening 
ear and willingness to go out of her 
way as well.

“She had a very giving nature,” Par-
kins said. “If someone needed help, 
she was right there. It’s a big loss to 
the community.”

- Nicole Davis

Gene Ploughe  
Oct. 24, 2018

He was the kind of person who gave to 
lots of local causes, but you would never 
know it. He wasn’t a bragger. 

Real estate man Gene Ploughe, 81, 
was a successful broker and commercial 
developer in Brownsburg for 50 years and 
was heavily involved in his community. 
He liked people and was “a talker” accord-
ing to those who knew him best. 

“As a kid you knew dad would buy you 
ice cream on Saturday but you would 
be at the store for two hours because he 
would have to talk to everybody,” said Pat 
Ploughe, Gene’s youngest child who fol-
lowed in his father’s footsteps by going 
into real estate.

“I worked with dad for 13 years and 
learned about the industry, but he also 
taught me about people. He cared about 
people and that translated into business 
because people want to work with some-
one they like.”

A Brownsburg native, Gene was a mem-

ber of the Masonic Lodge, Scottish Rite, 
Brownsburg Christian Church and has 
served on the  Hendricks County Hospi-
tal Board, Hendricks County Fair Board, 
Hendricks County Council and St. Malachy 
Board of Total Education.

“He was very well respected in the 
community and he was very involved. He 
knew everybody,” said fellow Brownsburg 
Kiwanis member Don Peoples.  Ploughe 
was a charter member who had been 
active with the club since the 70s and 
held many leadership roles, including the 
president. 

His life was never dull. He spent years 
racing cars on dirt tracks and owned a 
restaurant (The Coral Inn) at one point. 
Friends say he knew a good joke and was 
always dedicated to his conservative poli-
tics, even after his death. 

His obituary stated, “in lieu of flowers, 
please vote Republican on Nov. 6.”

- Lindsay Doty



Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240

Your Legacy is Part of Your Story.
Make it Count.
For over 20 years, the Community Foundation has been serving Hendricks County by helping donors match their passions with 
community needs, awarding over $12 million in grants to nonprofits and scholarships to high school seniors, and partnering 
with other local nonprofits to impact our community for good. 

A Family Legacy Fund is a special fund at the Community Foundation that allows a family to permanently support their 
community while memorializing their family name. These funds are a powerful tool in HCCF’s grantmaking toolbox because 
they provide the funds for HCCF to grant to current and emerging needs in our community-- needs that often would not be 
met otherwise.  We are grateful for our Family Legacy Fund holders who wanted a legacy for good to become part of their 
story.

Max and Jill Poynter Family Legacy Fund
Their Story: 

Max and Jill, two Danville High School 
graduates, celebrated 60 years of marriage 
last month, along with their 2 children, 7 
grandchildren and 9 great grandchildren.  
Max and Jill have worked hard and given 
back to their community their whole life-
- Max served in the Air Force, owned his 
own business, and volunteers on several 
nonprofit boards; Jill was an elementary 
school teacher, private music teacher, and 
volunteered with the Habit of the Heart, 
a program of the Community Foundation, 
for over 10 years. 

Their Legacy: 

As a teacher, Jill remembers the heartbreak of seeing children in need of basic essentials, like clothing, medicine and eyeglasses.  
Her passion to help these children led her to HCCF and the Habit of the Heart Fund which grants to help women and children 
in emergency needs throughout Hendricks County.  And that was also the passion behind them starting their legacy fund.  
“Charity starts at home. We wanted to leave something behind - a legacy - that would make a difference in people’s 
lives,” Max said.  Jill added, “And we wanted to invest at the Community Foundation because we know they will use 
our fund to meet the most critical needs in our community.” 



Their Story: 

A strong, close-knit family has always been a core value to Chris and Amber Tincher.  They adopted 

one-year-old twin girls from China in 2006, and then their son was born two years later.  Then 

they moved their young family to Hendricks County in 2009 because they wanted a family-friendly 

community with great schools.  Looking back now 10 years later, they know they made the right 

move—they love this community and want to be good stewards of what God has entrusted to them 

by giving back locally.

Their Legacy:

“As a family with young children, we love how HCCF supports the youth of our county through scholarships and education-

based grants,“ said Chris.  “As a family of faith, it is also important to us that the Community Foundation supports local faith-

based nonprofits.”  Chris and Amber started their Family Legacy Fund at HCCF because they knew it was a lasting way 
to give back to the organizations and causes they care about right here where they live.  They know that their fund will 

continue to grant to meet the needs in Hendricks County long after they are gone, and their legacy of giving back will live on 

for years to come.

Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240 Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240

Schulmeister/Rutledge Family Legacy Fund
Their Story: 

World War I had just ended when Fred and Minnie Schulmeister moved to Danville, 

Indiana in 1919 and their family has been in Hendricks County ever since.  Fred 

and Minnie’s daughter Rosalie married Wayne Rutledge and together they raised 

their children and now have great-grandchildren living and working in this same 

community. Hendricks County has been home to this family for generations, and 

with their Family Legacy Fund at HCCF, it’s a place they will leave a lasting impact for 

generations to come.

Their Legacy:

What motivated the Rutledge family? “Our family never had any boys, and I 
truly wanted a way for the Schulmeister family name to be carried on in a 
meaningful way. I liked the Family Legacy Funds that HCCF offers. I chose the 
Community Foundation because I know the money will be used for things that we 

care about,” said Rosalie.

Suzanne Whicker, Wayne and Rosalie’s daughter, is proud to be a part of such a 

legacy. “Generations before us have laid the groundwork for the heritage we 

celebrate and enjoy today, and it makes me proud that my family is continuing that 

heritage of giving back.”

Tincher Family Legacy Fund



Learn more about HCCF at www.hendrickscountycf.org or call us at 317.268.6240

Family Legacy Funds

Bill Baker Family Legacy Fund
Bassett Family Legacy Fund
Al & Nancy Bennett Family Legacy Fund
Brock Family Legacy Fund
Steven S. Cagle Legacy Fund
Comer Family Legacy Fund
Mel  Deedee Daniel Family Legacy Fund
James  Suzanne Durell Legacy Fund
Eichenberger Family Legacy Fund
Givan Family Legacy Fund
Guenthner Family Legacy Fund
Michael L. Hanna Legacy Fund
Hanni Family Legacy Fund 
Hardin Family Legacy Fund
Sally Dillon Haver & Harry Haver Legacy Fund
Hine Family Legacy Fund
Tom  Mary Hobbs Family Legacy Fund

e er Family Legacy Fund
McColgin Family Legacy Fund
Moore Family Legacy Fund
Pohl Family Legacy Fund
Max  Jill Poynter Family Legacy Fund
Rhodehamel Family Legacy Fund
Wayne  osalie Rutledge Legacy Fund 
     in Memory of the Schulmeister Family
Scamahorn Family Legacy Fund

uy  Jennifer Swenson Legacy Fund
Tincher Family Legacy Fund
J. ric Vaughn & Family Legacy Fund
Villanueva Family Legacy Fund
Whiles-Wiles Family Legacy Fund
Whitmore Memorial Legacy Fund
Wyeth Family Legacy Fund
Dan  Sandy Young Family Legacy Fund

Make a Family Legacy Fund 
Part of YOUR Story
These families know the power for good in the HCCF Family Legacy Funds, and they invested in something that would make a 
lasting di erence in their community  They made a Family Legacy Fund part of their story, and you can too  ou and your family 
have the opportunity to make a di erence in Hendricks County ust like these families through these permanent, exible funds 
that can be started for as little as $ 00. With the HCCF $2 for $1 match through the Lilly ndowment nc. FT  initiative, it 
only takes a gift of $16 -- which will be matched to e ual $ 00 to start a Family Legacy Fund.   

our i t to start a amil  e ac  und will help us make more rants to meet local needs  ust like these recent le ac  
fund grants:
• ew Drones for lainfield Fire Territory
• ew itchen for Sheltering Wings
• ew Website for the Hendricks County Historical Museum  

Join us and all these families listed below in making a lasting difference in your community! 
Contact us at 317.268.6240 about starting your own Family Legacy Fund.

FOR A 
LIMITED TIMEGifts to Family Legacy Funds will be matched  $2 for $1!
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Tony Trapp 

June 12, 2018
Larry Anthony “Tony” Trapp had a contagious 

optimism.
“He was one of those people who would ask you 

how you are doing and really listen,” said Nate Reeves, 
Connection Pointe Christian Church care pastor.

“If there was any tension he would always have a 
good dad joke. He made himself laugh.”

Trapp had a way of reaching out to others when 
they were facing their darkest moments. He was a 
Christian who served as a pastor and counselor for 
many years. The Brownsburg father of four had a 
career as a mental health counselor with IndyPsych 
where he specialized in improving relationships. 

He passed away at the age of 54.
“We are heartbroken to lose him but grateful 

for the love he poured into the lives of his clients, 
his church, and our community for the last two 
decades,”wrote IndyPsych staff leaders. 

Trapp was an active member at Connection 
Pointe Christian Church where he organized cou-
ple counseling retreats and taught preschoolers. 
He was strong in his faith and inspired others.

He was also a police chaplain with the Browns-
burg Police Department and delivered devastating 
news –the loss of a loved one- in the most compas-
sionate way. 

Brownsburg town leaders describe him as a 
good man gone too soon. 

“I’ve known Tony a long time. He is the epitome 
of integrity, class, and honor. As a fellow brother in 
Christ, I pray that his example and guidance helps 
lead me in my life,” wrote Brownsburg Town Coun-
cil vice-president Brian Jessen.

“The most Tony thing about him was at his funer-
al where there were all these different people with 
different stories about how they knew Tony and 
how he had an impact,” said Reeves of his friend.

Earl ‘Big Earl’ Stamatkin
Oct. 27, 2018

When you talk about big personalities there was 
none bigger than Earl “Big Earl” Stamatkin.

Known best in Hendricks County for Big Earl’s 
Catering, he passed away after a courageous battle 
with cancer. He was 55.

Friends will tell you that Big Earl loved throwing a 
party and entertaining people - especial at his India-
napolis Motor Speedway turn 2 suite.  

Bill Bailey, president of Acme Masking Co., Inc & 
Acme Coatings Inc., first met Big Earl in 1995 and 
in no time became friends. “He was truly Mr. Motor 
Speedway,” Bailey stated. “Everybody knew Big Earl 
and Big Earl knew everybody. Earl will always be 
remembered as one of the friendliest, kind-hearted 
guys you would ever meet. He will be sorely missed 
… I can’t say enough good about him. I think about 
him daily.” 

Former Avon High School Basketball Coach Jeff 
Hanni described Big Earl with one word “Loyal.” 

“He was one of the most loyal friends a person 
could have,” he said. “He would sacrifice to help his 
friends, and was always there if you needed any-
thing or just needed to talk and vent. He under-
stood the value of loyalty.”

Avon Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 
Tom Downard met Big Earl while in high school. 

“The real Big E ... was a genuine, hard-working, 
blue- collar guy with the biggest heart around, 
“Downard remembers. “He would help anybody, 
any time that he could. If you spent any time around 
him he was sure to have you rolling with laughter.” 

He continued: “For our chamber events, we would 
have Earl cater. I always knew it would be done pro-
fessionally and the food would be outstanding. He 
always wanted his clients to be happy. I am going to 
miss Big E, as a friend, and a business associate.” 

Phil “Big Tuck”Tucker 

Dec. 1, 2018
To folks in Pittsboro, Phil Tucker was just “Big 

Tuck.” The popular feed store owner is being re-
membered for his big heart and infectious smile. 
The 56-year-old was cutting down a tree branch 
(something he often did) in December when it col-
lapsed on him. 

“He was my everything. My soulmate,” said his wife 
and business partner Judy Wyatt-Tucker.

The couple, who met online, had just celebrated 
their 19th anniversary but  Judy says “every night” 
was pretty much date night. 

In addition to running the store, Tuck worked as 
a bus driver and served as a crossing guard at Pitts-
boro elementary school. He loved Pittsboro and was 
well-respected among the tight-knit community. 

“This was a truly devastating loss to the Pitts-
boro community. Phil was the first to step up if 
anything needed to be done,” said Pittsboro Police 
Chief Christi Patterson.

Tuck was born in Lebanon and grew up in Pitts-
boro where he worked behind the counter at his 
family’s restaurant, Tucker’s Corner. The Tri-West 
graduate and football standout joined the United 
States Army after high school and served in North 
Korea. Fellow veterans say he always had compas-
sion for those who served.

“He has that passion for all veterans. It was just 
something he loved. There are a lot of us. It’s a 
brotherhood,” said Charles Dodson, Commissioner 
for the Indiana War Memorial 4th  Congressional 
District.

Just weeks before Tuck died, he helped with 
a Thanksgiving veteran giveaway, handing out 
Kroger cards for the holiday.

 “I mean Tuck went into his pocket and donated 
money towards that. That’s just who he was. He 
was caring,” said Dodson.

Lives Remembered  continued from page 17
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The Brownsburg Police Department 
reserve division is looking for a few good 

men and women to join its 
ranks this year. To kick off the 
recruitment drive, the divi-
sion will hold an informa-
tional meeting on Thursday, 
Jan. 17, 7 p.m., at the BPD 
Training Facility, 75 Whit-
tington Dr., Brownsburg. The 
meeting is open to everyone 
and will detail the qualifica-

tions, training and commitment required 
to be a reserve officer. 

The last recruitment drive was held seven 
years ago so it’s a relatively rare opportunity, 
said Corp. Robert Van, BPD reserve officer.

“We have generally done a good job of 
retaining reserve officers, but certainly, over 
time those life circumstances change and 
they opt out of the program. We are at the 
point now where we would like to add five 
reserve officers, possibly a few more. But we 
are focused on quality and not quantity.”

As a supplemental police resource, 
Van said reserve officers are expected to 
be able to perform and function just like 
full-time officers. They are called on when 
an increase in police presence is needed 

which could range from responding to cer-
tain crimes to staffing large public gather-
ings like parades. 

“Everyone in the program is a volunteer. 
So ultimately, what this results in is pretty 
significant tax-dollar savings for the town 
of Brownsburg,” Van said

One resident interested in joining the 
reserve division is 52-year-old Greg Muller, 
who moved to Brownsburg in 2016.

“I really enjoy the community and I want 
to be part of it and give back,” he said. “I 
also enjoy the comradery of first respond-
ers—the structure, goals, the team spirit—
and if I can help one person and make a 
difference, then that’s what it’s all about.”

The desire to give back to the communi-
ty is something Van says is inherent in each 
of the reserve officers.  

“Like many of the folks that take time to 
give back to the community, we all have 
what I would call day jobs. We come from 
a variety of backgrounds that share one 
thing in common, and that is to give back 
to the community they live in.”

More information on the reserve division 
recruitment drive can be found on the BPD 
Facebook page. Additional inquiries may 
be made to Captain Jeff Klayer at jklayer@
brownsburgpolice.org.

BPD looks to add five new 
reserve officers

Corp. Robert 
Van

Reserve hopefuls participating in the last reserve division academy held back in 2011. (Courtesy of the 
Brownsburg Police Department)

The Hendricks County Alliance for 
Diversity and Good Samaritan Episcopal 
Church will host a multicultural pitch-in 
dessert in observance of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Day on Monday, Jan. 21, from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Brownsburg West 
Middle School, 1555 S. Odell St. 

This year’s keynote speaker will be 
Ansuyah Naiken, global competency 
training manager at the International 
Center in Indianapolis. This family-
friendly event will also include activities 
for the children.

Attendees are asked to bring a des-
sert representative of their culture or 
heritage. This event is free to attend, 
but space is limited.  Registration is 
required to save a space at the table. 
To register, go to hcad-mlkday-2019.
eventbrite.com and fill in all registra-
tion information.  For more informa-
tion about the Hendricks County 
Alliance for Diversity or the multicul-
tural dessert, contact Natalie Brake at 
hendricksalliance@yahoo.com or call 
(317) 850-0291.

Hendricks County’s premier dog 
event kicks off on Saturday, Jan. 19, 10 
a.m. – 3 p.m., at the Hendricks Power 
Exposition Hall, 1900 E. Main St, Dan-
ville. Dogtona will include dog games, 
informational booths, rescue groups 
with adoptable dogs, stage shows fea-
turing dogs and a cafe serving people 
food and beverages. People get in free 
but dogs are $5 each. All attending 
dogs must be leashed (no retractable), 
current on vaccinations and not be in 

heat to participate in the event.
Activities include a talent show, the 

Leave It Competition and Any-Dog Dog 
Show. Individual awards will be given 
out in several categories: Best Dressed, 
Best Kisser, Best Tail & Best Rescue Sto-
ry. There will also be an array of games 
that any dog can play like the Great Lick 
Off, A-Frame, Sidewinder and Pee Buck-
et Surprise, to name a few. For more 
information, call the Hendricks County 
Humane Society at (317) 745-3338.

IU Health West celebrated the start of 
construction on an $84 million vertical 
expansion of its facility located at 1111 
Ronald Reagan Pkwy, Avon. The two-
year project will increase the number of 
floors of the existing structure to accom-
modate 48 more inpatient beds, a new 
operating room and cath lab capacity.

During the christening ceremony held 
Dec. 14, Doug Puckett, president of the 

IU Health Indianapolis Suburban Region, 
said IU Health West had to transfer 1700 
patients over the course of the year, and 
the expansion will “fulfill a promise to 
take care of patients close to home.”

“Projects like the one we are cel-
ebrating help us fulfill that promise to 
patients today, and they are setting us 
up to fulfill that promise to patients long 
into the future,” Puckett said.

 

The Indiana University Health Board of 
Directors has announced recipients of its 
Community Health Improvement Grants. 
With these grants, nearly $750,000 will 
fund projects that address IU Health pri-
orities and community-specific needs. 
Hope Healthcare Services in Avon will 
receive $203,000 over two years.

“Hope Healthcare Services is a criti-
cal resource for uninsured patients in 
Hendricks County,” said Art Vasquez, 
president of the IU Health West Subur-
ban Area. “It is staffed entirely by volun-
teer clinicians, several of them IU Health 

team members, and helps more than 
900 patients a year, out of nearly 15,000 
uninsured adults in Hendricks County. 
Hope Healthcare Services is really an ex-
tension of IU Health West’s continuum 
of care in the community.”

The $203,000 grant over two years 
will fund the clinic’s first-ever employee, 
a nurse practitioner, allowing for con-
sistent operating hours, and behavioral 
health services on-site and via tele-
health. With this staffed clinic, Hope 
Healthcare Services anticipates seeing 
more than 4,000 patients per year.

ICONICbriefs
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Let’s dispel with talk about 
New Year’s Resolutions and 

cut straight to the chase. They seldom work, 
and that is being generous. If they do work 
for you, congratulations; you are one of the 
very few.

What if there was a way, a proven strat-
egy, for accomplishing any goal, for reach-
ing any milestone, or for overcoming any 
obstacle? That may sound a bit unrealistic, 
but it can still be true. You see, our suc-
cess is never about what has happened to 
us but how we’ve responded to what has 
happened. What we have accomplished, 
or not, is based on our actions, our behav-
ior in relation to our desired outcome. And 
our actions and behavior were directed and 
supported by what we believed about the 
event and our ability to deal with it. As Hen-
ry Ford noted, “Whether you believe you can 
or you believe you can’t, you’re right.” 

One of the most successful and powerful 
strategies of NLP (Neurolinguistic Program-
ming) is “modeling,” which refers to the 
theory that if we identify how a successful 
person accomplishes something, then we 
can teach others how to accomplish it as 
well. We do that by modeling the behav-
ior, beliefs, etc., of the successful person. 
We study how a successful person thinks 
and acts in the process of accomplishing a 
goal, and then we model that behavior as 
fully congruently (how they think, feel, see, 
hear, etc.) as we can. As noted, their beliefs 

are most important because beliefs drive 
behavior, so we want to understand the in-
ternal dialogue of the successful person in 
their actions. We don’t have space to discuss 
all aspects of modeling, but note that mod-
eling is not pretending to be someone else, 
it is only about modeling the “how” they did 
what they did.

Think of something you would like to ac-
complish, maybe a goal you would like to 
reach. Identify people you know or have 
heard of whom you admire for what they 
have accomplished, especially if related to 
your desired goal. If you know them and can 
talk with them, schedule time to interview 
them. If you don’t know them, find out as 
much as you can from available sources. 
Learn as much as possible about how they 
accomplished what they did. Pay special 
attention to their beliefs about themselves 
and their abilities, even what they did to 
learn how to accomplish what they did. 
Learn all you can, and then act. Model their 
behavior and their thoughts and beliefs in 
as many ways as you can or dare. When you 
do, your “model behavior” will get you on 
your way to accomplishing even more than 
that one goal. Much more! How cool is that?

Model behavior: Learning 
how to emulate success

LIFE'S 
CHOICES

Karl Zimmer IIIis an author, speaker, and Board 
Certified Hypnotist. His company, Zimmer 
Success Group (Z-Success.com), isin Plainfield. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, 
treat, or cure any condition or illness.
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*With approved credit. Match amount is for financing through dealer lenders only. Cash or Credit Card accepted. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

www.TomRoushAvon.com
• Multi Point Inspection
•  Guaranteed Auto 

Financing
• Warranties Available

GREAT CARS
UNDER $10,000

Tom Roush Budget Center Avon

2014 BUICK REGAL 
PREMIUM  

109,666 miles, Stk. #P13035A

$11,111

2016 FORD FIESTA SE  
18,923 miles, Stk. #P13138

$11,490

2016 CHEVROLET 
CRUZE LIMITED  

54,667 miles, Stk. #P13095

$11,590

2014 DODGE GRAND 
CARAVAN  

66,997 miles, Stk. #P13236

$12,375

2015 FORD ESCAPE 
SE 2 

94,421 miles, Stk. #L18389A

$12,418

2015 FORD FUSION SE  
37,841 miles, Stk. #P13058

$12,490

2014 LINCOLN MKZ  
101,789 miles, Stk. #L18493A

$13,590

2015 INFINITI Q50 AWD  
118,132 miles, Stk. #L18375C

$13,990

2017 FORD ESCAPE SE  
38,740 miles, Stk. #P13192

$16,390

2017 MITSUBISHI  
OUTLANDER SP RALLY  

9,450 miles, Stk. #P13093

$16,407

2016 FORD  
MUSTANG V6  

35,560 miles, Stk. #P13260

$17,590

2016 MAZDA MX-5 
MIATA S  

29,294 miles, Stk. #P13146A

$18,690

2013 LEXUS  
RX 350 AWD  

88,817 miles, Stk. #P13021A

$20,490

2018 NISSAN  
FRONTIER SV  

22,190 miles, Stk. #P13300

$23,390

2015 LINCOLN MKX 
ELITE  

52,221 miles, Stk. #P13237

$23,990

2015 FORD F-150 
XLT SU  

31,421 miles, Stk. #P13123

$29,990
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HRH dietitians are 
asked this question occasionally and the 
answer is a combination of your past dietary 
practices (do you eat from all food groups?) 
and your state of general health. Some of 
us do have nutritional deficiencies but that 
number is very small. When we see nutri-
tional deficiencies it is typically in a person 
with a chronic illness or an obstacle that is 
a barrier to eating a wide variety of foods. 
What we occasionally do encounter are situ-
ations where essential nutrients may be in 
lower than necessary amounts. This usually 
occurs when someone eliminates a major 
food group from their diet such as dairy, 
protein, or carbohydrates.

In recent years, food companies have 
marketed their products to consumers with 
specific nutrients in mind. Orange juice for-
tified with calcium or high protein bars are 
common examples of foods that are pro-
cessed to have more of a specific nutrient. 
While these are good for marketing compa-
nies and food manufacturers, recent trends 
tell us that consumers are not purchasing 
these types of products as often. Instead, 
they are purchasing more whole foods and 
less processed foods.

More Americans are paying attention to 
their diets and making healthful choices 
that include a wide variety of foods from 
all the groups. This is great news for all of 
us! Research shows that diets including all 
food groups are healthier and have a wider 
variety of nutrients. So how do you ensure 
you and your family have balanced diets? 

My best advice is to keep it simple. When 
you plan your lunch and dinner, choose: a 
protein, one dairy, two vegetables, one fruit, 
and two or three carbohydrates. 

So, what does that “look like” on your 
plate? A grilled chicken breast (around 3 
ounces), glass of skim milk, sautéed spinach, 
glazed carrots, baked potato with butter, 
and a serving of pasta salad. For your next 
meal, switch-up your protein, veggies, and 
carbohydrates for variety.

Nutrition is a complex science and human 
digestion is even more complex, but the 
good news is our bodies are perfectly de-
signed to utilize whole foods with minimal 
processing and in correct portion sizes. Take 
it from this dietitian, eating right isn’t hard 
and shouldn’t be confusing. There are cer-
tain times in a person’s life when they may 
need extra nutrients. Pregnancy is one ex-
ample that comes to mind. But if you focus 
on whole foods and a wide variety, then you 
won’t have nutritional deficiencies.

If you are concerned about your nutri-
tional status and want to chat with one of 
Hendricks Regional Health’s Registered Di-
etitian Nutritionists, please call us at (317) 
745-3768. 

Do I have a nutrient deficiency?
NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is 
Director of Nutrition and Dietetics for 
Hendricks Regional Health. Her goal is to 
share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

10090 East US Highway 36
Suite D

Avon, IN 46123

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

FREEZE YOUR FAT

with nonsurgical fat reduction

FDA cleared non-invasive fat reduction for abdomen,  
flanks, thighs, upper arms and double chin.

The CoolSculpting fat-freezing 
procedure is the FDA-cleared, 
non-surgical fat-reduction  
treatment that uses controlled  
cooling to eliminate stubborn  
fat that resists all efforts through 
diet and exercise. The results are 
proven, noticeable, and lasting—so 
you’ll look great from every angle.

FREE  
CONSULTATIONS!
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Here’s a brief record of 
things I have lost in the 

past month: keys, a charging cable for my 
phone, chapstick, patience, earbuds, wallet, 
sanity, a travel mug and roughly three more 
charging cables. Fortunately, I can find or re-
place most of these things, although I’m still 
looking for my sanity. If you have any clues of 
its whereabouts, let me know.

I’ve received the following question several 
times over the past few months: can some-
thing “go missing”? This phrase “go missing”, 
“gone missing”, or “went missing” has crept 
into American usage over the past few years. 
Some editors hate it. So, is it correct?

First of all, it’s important to note that “go 
missing” is a popular British import, just like 
The Beatles, “Downton Abbey”, Simon Cow-
ell and constant self-loathing. The Oxford 
English Dictionary lumps “go missing” into a 
group of various other “go” phrases and ex-
pressions like “go crazy,” “go public,” and “go 
viral.” This construction with the word “go” 
means something is passing into a certain 
condition. I knew where my keys were, then 
something happened, resulting in them be-
ing lost. Therefore, my keys went missing.

What’s the problem with “go missing?” 
The AP Stylebook would rather you use the 

words vanish or disappear. However, go miss-
ing indicates that something disappeared in-
tentionally, unintentionally, voluntarily or in-
voluntarily, depending on context. “The dog 
conveniently went missing right before her 
appointment at the veterinarian” gives you a 
clue that the dog intentionally went missing 
to avoid the horrors of going to the vet.

Go missing is idiomatic, which is a fancy 
way of saying it’s a slang term. This gives an-
other strike against it to more formal writing. 
However, slang and idiom are the proving 
ground for future everyday, accepted lexicon. 
Without slang, we wouldn’t have words like 
veggie, dude, gross and cool. These words 
graduated from informal slang status into 
common usage.

Personally, I’m a fan of new words and ex-
pressions. It means a language continues to 
evolve and recreate itself. And, if the editor of 
this paper disagrees with my point of view, 
don’t be surprised if my column mysteriously 
goes missing from these pages next week.

Can something really ‘go missing’?
GRAMMAR 

GUY

Curtis Honeycutt is a national award-
winning syndicated humor columnist. 
Connect with him on 
 Twitter (@curtishoneycutt) or at 
curtishoneycutt.com.

You may have family 
traditions on New Year’s Day or may just an-
ticipate nursing a hangover and watching 
football. But might I suggest an alternative 
to the latter and an addition to the former?

Many state parks around Indiana are 
hosting First Day Hikes. A complete list can 
be found at www.dnr.in.gov. From there go 
to the DNR calendar and you’ll see the list. 
I counted 32 First-Day Hike events. Start 
times range from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and all 
times in between. 

Locations nearest to Hendricks County 
seem to be Cagles Mill Lake (Lieber State 
Recreation Area), Cecil M. Harden Lake 
(Raccoon State Recreation Area) and Clifty 
Falls State Park. But, again, there are sites 
all over the state. 

So location can’t be an excuse. Even if 
you happen to be visiting family, there’s a 
First Day Hike site hear you...assuming you 
will be in Indiana. 

But why hike on New Year’s Day? And in 
the cold?

First of all it’s a healthy choice. That’s a 
thing I’m trying to make more of. This year 
they are forecasting reasonable weather 
too. Imagine the fresh, crisp air that will fill 
your lungs. Imagine the smells of the win-
ter woods. Imagine too the wildlife running 
and flying about. 

And if you’re like me and prefer the 
woods without a plethora of folks running 
around, it should be a fairly light traffic day; 
even with the First Day events. 

Of course you can go to any state park 

you want and hike on your own as well. The 
guided hikes, however, are organized by In-
diana State Parks alongside a group called 
America’s State Parks. This year the guided 
hikes will take place in all 50 states. 

The First Day Hike initiative was started 
in Massachusetts at Blue Hills Reservation 
just over 20 years ago. 

You can learn more about the organiza-
tion as well as state parks near and far at 
www.stateparks.org. 

In my 20s, I moved around the country 
quite a bit. I grew tired of hearing people 
talk about how bad Indiana winters are. 
In truth, I was one of those people for a 
stretch. But the truth is there’s as much to 
do as you want to do. You just have to get 
outside and get after it. 

A First Day Hike is a great way to chase 
away the winter blues and start the year off 
with what could become a life-changing 
habit. 

In the issues that follow we’ll talk in 
depth about State Parks close to Hendricks 
County as well as outdoor activities that are 
perfect for the winter. 

Until then I encourage you to get out 
and enjoy the thousands of acres of natural 
wonder all around us. 

I’ll see you out on the trail.

First-Day Hikes: a great way 
to start the new year

Greg is an outdoor enthusiast who lives 
and works as a realtor in Plainfield. 
You can reach him at gregoryamayo@
gmail.com

OUTDOORS

Mantooth Insurance has been serving the local   
community for 36 years and will continue to do so 
for decades to come.  We are honored for all those 
years we have had a partner like Erie Insurance to 
offer our clients. 

Superior products, superior service.  Don’t wait, call 
us today to see how we can help you.   

 

 
317-272-1010          www.mantoothinsurance.com 

Auto   Home   Life    Business  

7378 Business Center Dr., Suite 100
Avon, Indiana 46123

(317) 272-1010 
www.mantoothinsurance.com

Auto  
Home
Life 
Business

Thinking about 
insurance?

Hendricks County’s Insurance Agency



January 1-18, 2019
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
23

“There are two sea-
sonal diversions that can ease the bite of 
any winter. One is the January thaw. The 
other is the seed catalogues.” - Hal Borland

The first of the 2019 seeds catalogs 
showed up a couple of weeks ago, be-
fore Christmas!  Excited as I was, I made 
the decision to wait before opening 
them up. I prefer to brew a cup of tea 
and settle down in my favorite chair on 
a sunny January morning to open up the 
first of the gardener’s equivalent of the 
old Sears mail-order catalog. After the 
new year, it’s a certainty that yet another 
seed catalog will arrive in the mail every 
few days.  Some are old friends, others 
eager to make my acquaintance. The full-
color photos of luscious vegetables and 
gorgeous flowers shout, “These can be 
yours!”, and of course, at this time of the 
year, it’s easy to convince yourself that 
anything is possible next spring.

With that in mind, take a deep breath 
and approach any ordering realistical-
ly and with a few caveats in mind. First 
of all, why buy seeds instead of plants 

at your local garden center or big-box 
store? Well, seed catalogs are wonderful 
sources for new varieties, many of which 
will not be available later in the spring 
at garden centers. Pretty much every 
seed company will feature their “New for 
2019!” selections on the catalog cover 
and on the first few pages. If you’re the 
type of gardener who likes to be the first 
in the neighborhood to grow new variet-
ies, that’s fine. Bear in mind though, that 
although most new plants are field-test-
ed before being released on the market, 
some always end up disappearing after 
a year or two due to poor performance 
around the country, to be replaced by 
“New and Improved!” varieties.

Secondly, as you read about a particular 
flower or vegetable that you are inter-
ested in, you will soon learn that there are 
usually many, many varieties to choose 
from, ranging from heirloom to the latest 
hybrids. Although heirlooms are extreme-
ly popular, they can be disease-prone and 
finicky to grow.  Also, for those concerned, 
an important fact to remember today is 
that there are no genetically modified 
flowers on the market and just two GMO 

vegetables, those being some varieties 
of sweet corn and squash. Hybrid flowers 
and vegetables are totally different from 
GMOs. The increased built-in vigor and 
resistance to pests and diseases are a plus 
for home gardeners. Read carefully about 
all the varieties of flowers or vegetables 
you are interested in to choose the best 
for your area.

Growing plants from seed is a very 
rewarding and economical experience. 
Even if you don’t plant all of the seeds in a 
packet, most seed can be stored in the re-
frigerator for planting next year, an added 
savings!  All seed packets come with de-
tailed growing instructions. A sunny win-
dow can often provide the necessary light 
for sprouting and growing plants, but 
inexpensive fluorescent shop lights practi-
cally guarantee healthy seedlings for your 
garden. Of course, many popular flowers 
and vegetables are best sown directly in 
the soil come spring. But, I would encour-
age you to try early seeding of something 
new for your garden every year, just for 
the fun of it. The internet is a wealth of 
information and advice. Try a few packets 
this spring.  Happy gardening!

Seed catalogs: The gardener’s antidote for winter blahs

(Photo by John Chapin

GARDENING

LIFESTYLE

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

866.348.4674 | STATEBANKOFLIZTON.COMAVON/PRESTWICK | BROWNSBURG | DOVER | JAMESTOWN | LEBANON | LIZTON | PITTSBORO | PLAINFIELD  | ZIONSVILLE

Loans designed for life.

When Bob Meister and Bob Wallace envisioned Life’s Journey, a one-of-a kind hospice that provides 
patients and their families an unrivaled level of care,  peace and support, they turned to State Bank of 
Lizton and Andy Pinegar. Andy was able to quickly provide a loan that helped turn their vision into a 
reality. Just as Life’s Journey in Avon is making a difference in lives of the people they serve, we take 
pride in making a difference in the community where we live and work. If you have a big idea you’d 
like to bring to life, stop by any of our eleven locations today, or call Andy Pinegar at 317.858.6162.

 Bob Meister    Andy Pinegar    Bob Wallace
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SHOP  
 
 

AVON AMERICAN LEGION POST  145 
4812 East Main Street | (317) 386-8911  |  AvonLegion.org 

 

10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon
(Next to Crew Car Wash)
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 6pm  

Sat. 8am - 4pm

OIL CHANGE  
SPECIAL

Excludes shop supplies disposal fee, sales tax. Most cars and light trucks. 
Up to 5qts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil. Spin off filters. With coupon only. 

Not valid with any other offers. Present coupon at time of purchase. 
Expires 1/18/19

$2199 Synthetic Blend Only
 

Spend Save
$50-$100 $10
$101-$200 $20
$201-$300 $30
$301-$400 $40
$401-$500 $50
$501-$600 $60
$601-$700 $70
$701-$800 $80
$801-$900 $90
$901-$1000 $100
$1001-$1100 $110
$1101-$1200 $120
$1201-$1300 $130
$1301-$1400 $140
$1401-$1500 $150

GET IT FIXED 
NOW COUPON!

Save up to

$150
on Any Repair

With coupon only. Not valid with any other offer. 
Expires 1/18/19

ADVERTISE TODAY!  
CONTACT GLENN AUGUSTINE  

GLENN@ICONTIMES.COM
(317) 748-4501
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OLD BOB’S
10896 East US 36, Avon In 46123

317-271-2266 | www.oldbobs.com
www.facebook.com/oldbobs | @oldbobs

Store hours: Weekday: 9 a.m - 6 p.m.;  
Saturday 9 a.m. - 5  p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wild Bird Supplies Savings

20%
OFF

all houses and feeders
15 %

OFF
all specialty mixes

Offer good until January 14, 2019

Pet Sitting 
Dog Walking

Call or Text 
317-610-6009
Randall Corn, Owner

317-586-2273
1647 East Main Street, Suite E, Plainfield, IN 46168

www.westindy.firstlighthomecare.com

Specializing in Travel Companions  
& Short Term Agreements

 Shingle
 Metal
 Tear-offs
 Leak Specialist

Call Kyle Williams for a Free Estimate!
317•460•1191

ADVERTISE TODAY!  
CONTACT GLENN AUGUSTINE  

GLENN@ICONTIMES.COM
(317) 748-4501

ADVERTISE TODAY!  
CONTACT GLENN AUGUSTINE  

GLENN@ICONTIMES.COM
(317) 748-4501

Enjoy the Holiday’s at Heritage Lake
www.carolynsabean.com Carolyn Sabean 317-796-1508

“Count on 
Carolyn”
for local 
market 

expertise to 
buy or sell 
a Heritage 
Lake home. 
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ACROSS
1. Winter coating
6. VA Hospital concern
10. Promote
14. *”Garfield” creator
15. Nabisco cookie
16. Sacred ceremony
17. Arm’s length
18. Achieved a goal
20. QB Luck’s mistakes
22. Personal ad letters
23. *Pacers vice chairman
25. Indianapolis Bridge Center seats
29. Open fire on
31. Local tennis coach Wynne
33. Gripes
34. Must-haves
36.  Cowboys, on a Lucas Oil 

Stadium scoreboard
37. ___ and crafts
38. *Murderous cult leader
39. Indianapolis Opera prima-donna

40. IU Health scan
41. “See ya!”
42. Phony
43. Mailing cost
45. Brutish
47. Use a broom
48. *Mike Tyson’s local attorney
49. IndyCar dashboard abbr.
51. Agenda entry
52. Car battery boost
56.  First president with a Twitter 

account
61. ___ for the money
62. Rough up
63. *Colts owner
64. Air ball, say
65. Zap with light
66. Run out

DOWN
1. Prez on a dime
2. Norma ___

3. Midwest Fertility eggs
4. [Not my error]
5. Concert mementos
6. Sticky reminder
7. Support beam
8. Part of a min.
9. St. Vincent Hospital VIPs
10. Ready-built
11. Pot top
12. Eiteljorg Museum tribe
13. HS equivalency test
19. Water vessels
21. Gun grp.
23. Tenon’s partner
24. Klutz’s cry
26. Hurtful bunch
27. Wander Indiana
28. Compensation
29. Rascally ones
30. Farm implement
31. Longneck, e.g.
32. ICON revenue source

35. Chemical suffix
38. Tom Wood auto, briefly
39. Rx amount
41. Arctic dwellers
42.  Tropical tree source of 

saturated fat
44. Entices
46. CBS logo
48. Computer threat
50. www page format
52.  First name for each of the 

answers with starred clues
53. ___-ball pens
54. Prefix for giving or taking
55. Hoosier Motor Club letters
57. Swimsuit top
58. Nile snake
59. Some PU grad degs.
60. Sailor’s “yes”

Puzzle Time

Answers  See Page 27
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By Chris Cornwall

More than 30 young theatre students 
from the Biz Academy in Avon will attend 

the 2019 iTheatrics Junior 
Theatre Festival, Jan. 18-20, 
in Atlanta, Georgia. The kids 
will join 136 other troupes, 
representing 28 states, South 
Korea, New Zealand and the 
U.K. and around 8,000 at-
tendees at the Cobb Galleria 
Convention Center. In addi-
tion to meeting other young 

actors, the kids will have an opportunity to 
perform in front of some of Broadway’s big-
gest names.

“It’s a chance for the kids to see the tal-
ent that is around the country,” said Jan Van 
Paris who co-owns Biz Academy with her 
husband, Jeff. “The talent here in Hendricks 
County is great, but there they get to see 
the big picture with a group that large. 
There will be over 4,000 kids participating.”

Van Paris explained that the kids will per-
form a 15-minute collection of scenes from 
Roald Dahl’s “James and the Giant Peach” for 
a panel of judges on Saturday, Jan. 19. She 
said the panel includes “big names“ who will 
offer critiques as well as be a source of ex-
posure in the theatre business for students.

The Biz Academy troupe will be accom-
panied by around 80 parents. Van Paris 
said this will be the fourth time that her 
performing arts school has taken a group 
to the event.

“If you ask past students, many will say 
it was the highlight of their theatre life so 
far” she said. “It’s really made a big impact 
on our kids. And yes, they take the critiques 
to heart and will generally use those to im-
prove themselves.”

The Biz Academy is located at 5201 E US 
Hwy 36 #207, Avon. For more information, 
visit thebiz-academy.com. For more infor-
mation on the iTheatrics Junior Theatre Fes-
tival, visit juniortheaterfestival.com.

Theatre students to perform 
for Broadway ‘big names’  

in Atlanta

Jan Van Paris

COMMUNITY

FORtheRECORD - HC OBITUARIES
AVON

Norman O. Krauss
Norman O. Krauss, 76, passed away Dec. 8, 2018. 
He was born Feb. 24, 1942. Services were held 
Dec. 12 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

Charles Frederick Roark
Charles Frederick Roark, 95, passed away Dec. 7, 
2018. He was born May 15, 1923. He is a veteran 
of the U.S. Navy. Services were held Dec. 22 at 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Damon A. Gastineau
Damon A. Gastineau, 54, passed away Dec. 9, 
2018. He was born Dec. 27, 1963. Services were 
held Dec. 22 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon.

BROWNSBURG
Bonnie J. Ring

Bonnie J. Ring, 78, passed away Dec. 1, 2018. She 
was born July 13, 1940. Services were held Dec. 
27 in Ohio.

Judith A. Lamm
Judith A. Lamm, 78, passed away Dec. 15, 2018. 
She was born Nov. 30, 1940. Services were held 
Dec. 19 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Joe F. Clodfelter
Joe F. Clodfelter, 81, passed away Dec. 16, 2018. 
He was born Oct. 18, 1937. Services were held 
Dec. 28 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Nancy A. Bechtel
Nancy A. Bechtel, 64, passed away Dec. 11, 2018. 
She was born April 2, 1954. Services were held 
Dec. 15 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Scott A. Clay
Scott A. Clay, 55, passed away Dec. 11, 2018. He 
was born Aug. 23, 1963. Private services will be 
held at a later date.

Matthew David Coleman
Matthew David Coleman, 17, passed away Dec. 
12, 2018. He was born Aug. 1, 2001. Services ere 
held Dec. 17 at St. Malachy Catholic Church.

DANVILLE
Thelma G. Stevenson

Thelma G. Stevenson, 86, passed away Dec. 13, 
2018. She was born March 21, 1932. Services were 
held Dec. 20 at Bartlett Chapel United Methodist 
Church, Avon.

Mary Amelia Rodney
Mary Amelia Rodney passed away Dec. 9, 2018. She 
was born Sept. 30, 1933. Services were held Dec. 12 
at Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home Danville.

Hendricks County obituaries are printed free 
of charge and published twice a month.   

Funeral directors are encouraged to send 
obituaries and photos to info@myicon.info.

Puzzles & Answers
SEE PAGE 26
Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE:
Books: DON QUIXOTE, JANE EYRE, LOLITA, MOBY 
DICK, THE ODYSSEY, ULYSSES
Opponents: BULLS, HAWKS, MAGIC, NETS, SUNS
Modes: BUS, CAR, PLANE, TRAIN
Flavors: BANANA, CHOCOLATE, STRAWBERRY
Forts: KNOX, WAYNE
Star: VICTOR OLADIPO

Iconic IQ 
ON PAGE 13
1. C
2. B
3. A

Brenda’s Cakes and Catering
6313 Rockville Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46214
(317) 244-1241 • brendascakes.com

Let us design the 
perfect cake for 

your special day! 

Call today for a 
free cake tasting 

consultation.
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By Pastor  
Alex Hershey

The ball drops and all of a sudden the 
2019 begins. 

I love the New Year because it just feels 
like a big board game-like start START HERE!

 A New Year is beginning now! Are you 
situating your life in a way that it will 
start well?

When I was in middle school I was on 
the track team. Somehow I ran hurdles 
during these years (now I am lucky to 
jump over a baby gate without getting 
hurt). I remember when I started, our 
coach taught us how to jump over the 
hurdles and the most aerodynamic way. 
More importantly, he taught us how to 
start the race well.

 I can still remember the smell the 
ground-up tire that made up the track on 
a warm spring day. I put my feet in the 
starter block and laid my hands in just the 
right place on the start line.

What I learned on the track team was that 
in order to make it to the finish line well, I 
had to first learn to start the right way.

I have developed the practice of writing 
down my plans and goals at the end of 
each year so I know what I want to accom-
plish in the next year. I would love to say 
that I perfected this practice, but it is still 
a work in progress. What I have learned 
from this is that if I do not choose “seek-
ing out God” before everything else on 
my list, the year will not go well.

This verse sticks out to me the best way 
to refocus my life on the starting blocks 
of a new year: “Seek the Kingdom of God 
above all else, and live righteously, and he 
will give you everything you need.” (Mat-

thew 6:33)
It can be easy to write down the New 

Year’s resolutions filled with self-interest 
and self-gain -  it’s not that losing weight 
or advancing in your career are bad goals 
at all, but at the finish line is nothing but 
selfish desires, your year will become shal-
low and eventually, empty.

Jesus wants us to start our year focused 
on him because he is all about fresh 
starts. God sent him into this world at 
Christmas so that he could give us a fresh 
start. We are free to stop being defined by 
your past mistakes or regrets!

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, 
the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

 A new year reminds us that Jesus is all 
forgiving us from our past and pushing 
us into something greater than what we 
could ever imagine for ourselves. If last 
year was filled with anxiousness, worry, 
stress, pain, loss, or hurt for you, let Jesus 
fill you up in the new year to make you 
fresh and new.

There will be hurdles this coming year. 
But here this one thing: God is for you! He 
will help you get over the hurdles in your 
life if you let him. Start well with Jesus. He 
will help you through this year and every-
thing you need.

 Blessings on your New Year! Go with Jesus!

Start here in 2019
DEVOTIONAL

Rev. Dr. Gray Lesesne is 
the founding pastor and 
Vicar of Good Samaritan 
Episcopal Church, 725 S. 

Green St, Brownsburg. The South Carolina 
native came to Indiana in 2009 to serve 
as a Cannon and senior associate at Christ 
Church Cathedral in Indianapolis. He never 
refers to himself as “the minister,” because he 
believes that all of us are ministers. His role 
as a priest is to empower others for ministry.

Active in the theatre scene along Mass. 
Avenue, Lesesne is known for giving lively 
sermons with “a flair of dramatic.” Good Sa-
maritan members say you also occasionally 
hear the twang in his accent.

Lesesne holds Master in Divinity and Doc-
tor of Ministry degrees from Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary. He served as Rector of All 
Saints’ Episcopal Church in Glen Rock, New 
Jersey from 2003-2008 and as Assistant Rec-
tor of St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church in 
North Augusta, South Carolina from 2001-
2003. He is married to Ethan and they live in 
Downtown Indianapolis.

1. What is it that made you want to be-
come a pastor? 

I originally thought about becoming a 
politician, but after serving in politics as a 
volunteer during college, I became con-
vinced through experience that real change 
in our world comes through a change of the 
heart. About that time, I happened to wan-
der into All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Clin-
ton, South Carolina one Sunday morning. I 
encountered a community of people who 
took seriously Jesus’ call to love and serve 
and include all people, especially those who 
live in the margins. Through the encour-
agement of the people of that Episcopal 
Church, I started to hear a gradual call from 
God to become a priest and to give my life 
to leading communities doing this trans-
formational work of serving, including, and 
loving all people, no exceptions. 

2. How do you personally grow spiritually?
I take time to pray and meditate daily, of-

ten using the Headspace app on my phone. 
I just went on a silent retreat at Gethsemane 
Monastery in Kentucky, where the only person 
who spoke with me for three days was a monk 
who knocked on the door to fix my room’s 
broken heater. For good measure, I also see 
an American Baptist spiritual director once a 
month; she keeps me honest about my prayer 
life and can always find the right passage of 
scripture to encourage or challenge me.

   
3. What is the greatest challenge facing 

your church today? 
We are a new church, so we hardly ever 

hear someone saying “we haven’t ever done 
it that way before!” Our challenge, while we 
are still young, is to build into our ethos a 
sense of adventure, flexibility, and openness 
so that we can continue to evolve as a com-
munity that loves, serves, and includes all 
as the world changes. Churches that don’t 
change and that aren’t limber don’t tend to 
do well for the long haul. I am privileged to 
pastor a group of people who like change 
and mixing it up every so often.

4. Why would you recommend your 
place of worship to someone?

Good Samaritan is a group of open-mind-
ed followers of Jesus who put our faith into 
action. If you’re looking to be a part of a 
faith community that is outwardly-focused, 
and that is affirming of the leadership of 
all people (especially women and mem-
bers of the LGBTQIA+ community), then we 
are probably a good fit for you. Given our 
open-minded beliefs, we tend to attract 
families of all kinds (including singles) and 
parents who want to nurture in their chil-
dren a strong, hands-on Christian faith that 
engages in and respects a very religiously 
diverse world.Good Samaritan  

Episcopal Church
725 S. Green St. in Brownsburg 

Meetings are Sundays at 10 a.m.
(317) 939-1101

Website - www.churchthatserves.org
Facebook - facebook.com/churchthatserves

Reverend empowers  
‘hands-on’ church with 
respect and openness

(Submitted photo)

WHERE WE 
WORSHIP

SACRED SPACE

Alex Hershey is the pastor of The Branches 
Church in Plainfield. Contact him at alex.
hershey@iamthebranches.com or  
Twitter @alexhershey.

Fr. Blaney to speak at  
St. Malachy 

Fr. Dennis Blaney of the SHARE Foun-
dation will speak at St. Malachy Catholic 
Church during the weekend services on 
Saturday Jan. 12, 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 
Jan. 13, 7:30 a.m., 10 a.m. or noon. He will 
share his work with the disabled. SHARE 
Foundation is a not-for-profit Christian 
organization serving the residential, vo-
cational, and social needs of mentally 
challenged or other disabled adults. Its 
185-acre community, Sharing Meadows, 
provides a tranquil place for other-abled 
adults to live, work, and relax in peace 
and dignity. A meet-and- greet will take 
place after the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Jan. 12. 
For more information go to www.share-
foundation.org or contact St. Malachy at 
(317) 852-3195.

Happy 2019
from the 

ICON staff
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During the month of December, 
all babies born at Hendricks Regional 
Health receive a handmade stocking 
sewn by one of the healthcare system’s 
volunteers. In 2018, volunteers sewed 
more than 100 stockings.

“Hendricks Regional Health is hon-
ored to have so many wonderful volun-
teers who work on a multitude of special 
projects throughout the year,” said Kevin 
Speer, President and CEO, Hendricks 
Regional Health. “Especially around the 

holidays, we’re thankful for their help 
celebrating growing families that deliver 
in our Childbirth Center.”

Each stockcing takes a few hours to 
hand stitch the designs and sew the 
pieces together. Volunteers also knit 
caps for newborns and help create pil-
lows, eyeglass cases and seatbelt cov-
ers for patients. Individuals interested 
in volunteering at Hendricks Regional 
Health can visit hendricks.org/volun-
teers to learn more and sign up.

ICONICrewind

Aiden Frink, 2, gets some help from his mom, Kara, during the 7th annual Everyday SouperHeroes 
Cook Off Dec. 4 at the Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds in Danville. The yearly fundraiser features 
dishes cooked by first responders with the proceeds going to benefit the Hendricks County Food 
Pantry Coalition. (Photo by Faith Toole)

Prestwick Country Club officials an-
nounced its new management group dur-
ing a 2019 open house, Dec. 19. 

Cohoat and O’Neal Golf Management, 
Carmel, was recently hired by the court 
and BMO Harris Bank. “We got a pretty 
good hill to climb,” ‘Doc’ O’Neal, CEO of the 
Carmel-based firm told those gathered at 
the open house. 

Cohoat owns both Prairie View Golf 
Club, Carmel and Wood Wind, Westfield 
- not to mention the firm manages other 
golf courses. They have taken over the 
management duties for Prestwick, a year 
after Golf Visions Management, Inc., Mun-
delein, Ill, was hired by the court and BMO 
Harris Bank for the same services after the 
golf course was placed into receivership. 

O’Neal said the first 2019 priority for 
Prestwick will be getting the greens in 

better condition.
“We’re trying to make Prestwick Coun-

try Club good again,” O’Neal said. He said 
the greens will be cut six days a week and 
the cups will be changed six days a week 
as well. He vowed that golfers will see a 
difference in the course by June 1.

Asked if his firm was interested in buy-
ing Prestwick, he said it was contingent on 
the success of 2019, which would, “put us 
in a position to talk.”

Prestwick will remain open to the pub-
lic in 2019, however there are member-
ship packages

for as much as $1500 for a renewing 
member and $2,000 for a new member. 
In addition, Prestwick is selling 10-round 
passes for $400 and $350 for seniors.  

 For more information, contact Prest-
wick Golf Pro and General Manager Jeff 
Schroeder at jschroeder500@pga.com or 
call (317) 745-6448. 

DENTISTRY FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN
Enjoy the 

Convenience of 
Having All Your 
Family Dental  

Needs in  
One Office!

BROWNSBURG
321 E. Northfield Drive #300

317-852-3176
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm & 2pm-5pm

Now Offering Friday Hours Once a Month
SwartoutDental.com

FREE 
Cosmetic Consult

Learn how your smile can be improved at no charge!
Offer expires 1/18/19

New Patient  
Welcome Special!

$49 
Includes: Exam, X-Rays,  

Teeth Cleaning
Not valid with insurance or government funded dental 
insurance programs. One coupon per family. Not valid 
with any other offers or discounts. Offer expires 1/18/19

Followers of Jesus, with open minds and hearts to serve.

Join us for your favorite beverage and 

good conversation on spiritual topics!

On Tuesday, January 8, we’ll welcome WIBC 

radio personality Abdul-Hakim Shabazz. 

How do we have thoughtful, civil, constructive 
conversations in an era of soundbites, Tweetstorms, 
and divisiveness? 

Green Street Pub • 6 to 8 p.m. 
911 North Green Street, Brownsburg

PUB THEOLOGY
relaxed conversations about life & faith

ChurchThatServes.org

And on January 21, Hendricks County Alliance for Diversity presents  
A Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at Brownsburg West Middle 

School, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Register at hcad-mlkday-2019.eventbrite.com
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Humane society volunteer leader and  
‘Dogtona!’ founder, Cameron Johnson

When Cameron Johnson moved to Hen-
dricks County from Chicago back in the 
1970s, she said the homey atmosphere 
led her to get involved in many facets of 
community life. She became active at her 
local church, Bartlett Chapel United Meth-
odist Church, the Boy and Girl Scouts, the 
Plainfield Jaycees, politics and all her chil-
dren’s activities at Avon Schools. 

Johnson is perhaps most well-known 
for her volunteer work at the Hendricks 
County Humane Society. 

“I heard about the Humane Society and 
got involved with it in its early stages. But 
as my children grew I could devote more 
time to my ‘ministry,’ animals,” she said. 

Johnson’s passion for animal welfare led 
her to publically address the need for dog 
parks in Hendricks County. This connect-
ed her with likeminded individuals, and 
together, they formed a committee which 
led to creating “Dogtona!,” an annual fun-
draiser to help add dog parks. Today, Hen-
dricks County boasts three dog parks with 
another in the works.  

“So, here I am, 17 Dogtona!’s later, and 
more entrenched in the Humane Society 
than ever before.”

Johnson presently serves as the events 
chair, volunteer chair, co-chair of the Pet 
Food Pantry, and the dog coordinator.   

Commitment  

Apathy.  As the saying goes, it takes a 
village, and if more people would get 
involved, the many more positive things 
could be done.

The mix of dwellings and open farmland. I 
should probably say the people, but I find 
people to be nice everywhere I go.

An animal sanctuary

I’d be more tech savvy and study animal 
health and behavior so I could work at a 
zoo or with animals in the wild. 

 

I’d provide care and shelter for homeless 
animals in a free-roaming setting, develop 
a feral cat preserve, visit my sponsored 
children and donate to various causes.

Completing a big project, 
and my children and 
their families. 

-
-

I don’t have a particular spot but I loved 
the woods of Wisconsin. Yet, my best va-
cation was when I visited New York and 
Washington D.C. with my family.
                     

 
What idle time?  

Animal abuse and apathetic 
people

TV. I love 

the crime shows.

Seeing my children and their families lead-
ing purposeful lives and being involved in 
their community. 

My daughter, Kirsten, and son, Brent. 

A sense of humor, trustworthy and caring.                 

A sense of humor, trustworthy and caring.

Previous trips to Trinidad and Aruba, and 
buying myself something from a store 
other than Goodwill! 

I won’t get accomplished what I still want 
to do, and any of my family dying before 
I do?

 
Obviously, when my children were born.  
Now it is that I wake up each day!  

 

The ability to keep organized!    

Caring and a sense of humor. 

Hopefully, Mother Theresa. 

Not being with my mom when she died.

“This is a day the Lord has made, let us 
rejoice and be glad in it”!  And, from my 
Mom, “where ever you have been should 
be better because you were there.”
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The Brownsburg Education Foundation (BEF)  
invites you to become a Corporate Sponsor 
in 2019 or to be involved with BEF through 
volunteering and Board service!

To inquire about a 2019 sponsorship or 
becoming involved with BEF, 

contact the BEF office at 317.852.1056 or 
BEF@brownsburg.k12.in.us

Since it was founded in 1987, BEF has given over  
$1.7 million back to the teachers and students of the 
Brownsburg Community Schools. YOU can be part of 
changing lives and impacting future generations.

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2018-2019 school year.

We hope you will
consider partnering 

with us in the
upcoming year!



Mission House Realty
Real Estate with a Mission

James Boyce - Broker / Owner 
317-406-SOLD

OUR MISSION IS TO SERVE AND  
GIVE BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY

HERE ARE A FEW OF THE ORGANIZATIONS  
WE SUPPORTED IN 2018

missionhouserealty.com

AVON CHOIRS


