
iuhealth.org/heartcard

$49Heart Scan 
Gift Card

Celebrating 40 years of heating & cooling service 
to our Hendricks County family!

See ouroffers inside!
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Jennifer Willis Miller, MSN, RN
Director of Emergency Department

Life doesn’t slow down just because you need care now. So we’re ready for you — with 
Hendricks Regional Health Immediate Care Centers in Avon, Brownsburg and Plainfi eld, 
and comprehensive Emergency Care at our Danville and Brownsburg hospitals. It’s 
the expert care you’ve come to expect from us, when and where you need it most. 
Learn more at HENDRICKS.ORG/EMERGENCY.
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Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? 
Have a photograph 
to share? Call Chris 
Cornwall at (317)  
451-4088 or email 
him at chris@ 
icontimes.com. Remember, our news 
deadlines are several days prior to print. 

 
is published by Times-Leader 
Publications, LLC. Content 
published alongside this icon 

is sponsored by one of our valued ad-
vertisers. Sponsored content is pro-
duced or commissioned by advertisers 
working in tandem with Times-Leader’s 
sales representatives. Sponsored con-
tent may not reflect the views of The 
Hendricks County ICON publisher, edi-
torial staff or graphic design team. The 
Hendricks County ICON is devoted to 
clearly differentiating between spon-
sored content and editorial content. 
Potential advertisers interested in spon-
sored content should call (317) 451-4088 
or email sponsored@myicon.info.

HC
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Hendricks County 
ICON reaches a vast 
segment of our 
community.
For information about 
reaching our readers,  
call Rick Myers at  
(317) 451-4088 or 
email him at rick@icontimes.com.

Rick Myers  

Brian Kelly 
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Mike Schaefer 
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Rachel Waite, 9, Plainfield, was chosen to flip the giant switch in Danville’s Historic Courthouse Square during the town’s annual ‘Light Up Danville’ celebration 
on Friday, Nov. 23. The ritual kicks off the start of the holiday shopping season for local businesses. (Photo by Chris Cornwall)

 

“Macroon KISS 
Cookies are a 
favorite of mine, 
a friend of our 
oldest daughter 
shared years 
ago.  They are 
so light and 

sweet and chocolately.  If you love 
coconut you will love these.”

Amy Worley, Brownsburg

“When I make 
Yugoslavian 
Christmas 
Cookies cookies 
I am reminded 
of my childhood, 
family, Holy 
Trinity Catholic 

Church, and my Slovenian 
heritage at Christmas.”

Connie Canalas, Plainfield 

“Christmas always 
reminds me of the 
big Riggs family 
get-togethers at 
my mom’s house.  
One of the recipes 
that is a huge hit 
with our family are 

her amazing Peanut Butter- chocolate 
chip cookies! They aren’t like your 
normal peanut butter cookies.  It 
has a unique taste because also 
incorporates yellow cake mix.
Now don’t ge me wrong, I love 
peanut butter as much as Elvis did!  
Just like the King had famous peanut 
butter and banana sandwiches all 
the time,  I eat peanut butter covered 
waffles every day for breakfast!  I 
am a PB expert!  So these will hit 
the spot, but the yellow cake mix 
and chocolate chips put them over 
the top!”

Levi Riggs, Danville

COMMUNITY

Want to taste these cookies for yourself?  
Check out the recipes at myhcicon.com.



Hey, Brownsburg students! If you attend 
Brownsburg Community Schools, Bethesda 
Christian Schools or St. Malachy School, we 
want to know who has the coolest teacher! Send 
your name, address and telephone number 
along with a 100-word summary of why your 
teacher should be honored as the Swartout 
Dental/Hendricks County ICON’s Brownsburg 
Teacher of the Month to teacher@myicon.info. 
The deadline for nominations for December 
Teacher of the Month are due Dec. 15th. Your 
teacher will receive special recognition, plus 
your class will win a fun surprise compliments of 
Swartout Dental. Please take time to nominate 
a deserving teacher from your school.

Swartout Dental is the official ICON  
Brownsburg Teacher of the Month sponsor.

Brownsburg Teacher of the Month
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It’s blonde, citrus-
scented with a glaze and beautifully- pack-
aged in a round plaid-lined tin. The holiday 
menu staple at Court House Grounds in 
Danville’s square is (gasp) fruitcake. It’s 
Grandma Pete’s fruitcake and it has be-
come a hit…with some convincing. 

“Fruitcake has a bad reputation. So, 
at first, we called them holiday cakes. 
They sold well that first year. The follow-
ing year, we marketed them as Christ-
mas Cakes.  By year three, I decided, ‘It’s 
fruitcake! Bring on the jokes!’ People love 
them and we sell out every year!” explains 
owner Tracy Jones, whose 102-year-old 
grandmother is the mastermind behind 
the heavily-guarded recipe. 

Jones and co-owner Bill Franklin added 
it to their menu nearly two decades 
ago knowing it was a risky move.  Both 
were aware of the holiday re-gift jokes 
surrounding the often dry “cake” that in-
volved pseudo-fruit and suspect nuts (in-

sert Johnny Carson jab: “There is only one 
fruitcake in the entire world and people 
keep passing it around”).

“It’s a funny joke because there are nas-
ty fruitcakes out there,” 
laughs Jones. 

He knew his Grand-
mother’s moister tastier 
alternative deserved a 
chance. 

Grandma Pete (who 
retired two years ago 
at age 100) made the 
cakes in the back kitch-
en for the first 18 years 
of business and still 
checks in to see how 
her fruitcake is selling. 
She finally agreed to 
teach her grandson 
the recipe in a private 
meeting at home that 
included two Kitche-
nAids and a hidden recipe card. 

“It felt like a covert operation. You 

know, lights were dim. I got into the 
kitchen and she had butter and eggs out 
and showed me what we were doing,” re-
members Jones. 

Today, Grandma 
Pete’s Fruitcake ships 
anywhere for $5 and 
has a loyal following. 

“There was a woman 
who bought four of 
them. One for family 
and three as gifts. The 
next day she came back 
and bought three more 
because her family ate 
all in one night,” shares 
Bill Franklin.

Not everyone is will-
ing to try the contro-
versial Christmas treat. 

“It’s a full-time job to 
convert people to even 
taste fruitcake. So I’m 

not so anxious to sell as I am to convert 
them,” explains Jones. 

This Christmas Eve, the owners are 
celebrating more than the fruitcake. The 
holiday will mark 20 years in business. 

We are very excited and proud actual-
ly. It’s a huge accomplishment, especially 
in the restaurant industry,” said 56-year-
old Franklin, who is known for his spe-
cialty soups and soup-mercial posts on 
social media. 

Back in 1998, the former military man 
who was working in banking decided to 
collaborate with his friend from Danville 
to pursue dreams of owning a coffee 
shop and bakery. Together, the 30-some-
things bought the historic building on 
the square and got to renovating. 

“We didn’t plan on opening Christmas 
Eve we just kept renovating and delaying. 
Now looking back, it’s kind of neat that’s 
our anniversary,” said Jones. 

Both agree it’s been a long road of ups 
and downs and lots of learning.

“We like doing what we do. It’s a labor 
of love and we learned everything the 
hard way. One day my tombstone will say 

“We like doing what 
we do. It’s a labor of 
love and we learned 
everything the hard 

way. One day my 
tombstone will say 

‘Tracy Jones: He did it 
the hard way.”

– TRACY JONES

COVER STORY

 

Sweet     success
Cover photo: From left, Bill 
Franklin and Tracy Jones ” 

(Photo by Rick Myers)
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Celebrating 20 years on Dec. 24, Court House Grounds has 
been a mainstay at its 65 S. Washington St. location on 
Danville’s Square.  (Photo by Rick Myers)

‘Tracy Jones: He did it the hard 
way.’”

Franklin says the restaurant is 
a commitment that goes beyond 
the 9 to 5 job. 

“When you own a business 
and you lock the doors, there is 
still stuff that needs to be done, 
shopping, planning, and clean-
ing. For us, it’s just our tenacity. 
We know what it takes, so we just 
get it done,” said Franklin. 

At the end of a long day, the 
owners (and besties) are doing 
something they love. This Christ-
mas Eve,  they will follow tradi-
tion and open in the morning to 
mark the restaurant’s anniversary 
with pressed shirts and baked 
goods in hand. 

It’s an important day for us,” 
said Jones.

Much like Grandma Pete’s 
fruitcake, owning a business has 
taken lots of adjustments, care, 
and a little convincing. 

But they are doing it one loaf 
at a time. 

 “You do your craft because 
you love what you do and if any-
body else loves it, well that’s just 
gravy,” said Jones. 

Sweet memories: 
Court House Grounds owner Tracy Jones remem-

bers getting his Grandma Pete’s fruitcake every 
Christmas Eve as a child during family get-togethers 
in a cupcake size. When he got older, grandma would 
always ship a loaf size in the mail, even to college.

After years of cooking at Court House Grounds, 
Thelma or “Grandma Pete” agreed to show her grand-

son Tracy Jones how to make 
her perfected fruitcake in a 
top-secret meeting. 

A professional photogra-
pher by trade, she started ad-
justing the fruitcake recipe to 
make it her own and found 
the sweet spot in 1953. 

Grandma Pete who retired 
two years ago at age 100 still 
checks in on her recipe. She 
started tweaking it in the 50s 
until she got it right

Visit our web site at Bassettservices.com
to see what 7,000 customers like you say about our service!

BEST REBATES OF THE YEAR
We can exchange your current model with a new American Standard Heating 

and Air Conditioning high-efficiency system.  
Now is the best time to exchange your out-of-date model for  

a new, super high-efficiency system, and do it all with  
 0% for 60 months+ or up to $1,000 Visa® Prepaid Card*.

NOW FEATURING AMERICAN STANDARD FALL PROMOTION
Utility Rebates up to ………..$900
Energy Savings up to  …….$1,200

American Standard Rebate* up to ….$1,000 
10 Year Parts Warranty value up to**…..$699 

 Total Savings & Discounts up to ………..$3,799
See details below. Offer expires 12/15/18. Not valid on prior installations.  

Restrictions apply. **On qualified systems

See your independent American Standard dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers valid on qualifying equipment 
only. All sales must be the homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited. +The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit cards are issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an 
Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase 
in full and equal payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card 
for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This 
information is accurate as of 8/01/2018 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 12/15/2018.
*Rebate is paid in the form of an American Standard Visa Prepaid® card. Use your Visa Prepaid card anywhere Visa debit cards are accepted in the United States and U.S. 
Territories. The card may not be used at any merchant, including internet and mail or telephone order merchants, outside of the United States and U.S. Territories. See 
reverse side for additional instruction, fees and Cardholder Agreement. Card is issued by the Bancorp Bank, member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa USA, Inc. Pay 
close attention the expiration date printed on the front of the card. Card is valid through the last day of the month. You will not have access to the funds after expiration.

THE BEST NEWS YET!
Your savings may pay for your new system. Our new American Standard high-

efficiency systems are guaranteed to put the “green” back in your pocket with their 
super high-efficiency energy savings functionality … and we’ll guarantee that in 
writing! And if you prefer to make monthly payments we have low interest rate 

loans available through our bank. 

WHAT NEXT?
Give Joy a call at 317–451-5810 and she will schedule an appointment at your 
convenience to give you exact figures on how much you can save. Many of our 
customers have thanked us for taking the time to review their utility savings 
options and they have turned their savings into more exciting purchases like 

vacations, computers, even shopping sprees…

SAVINGS & DISCOUNTS 
UP TO $3,799

SERVICES, inc

HEATING & COOLING

of heating & cooling service to
our Hendricks County family!Celebrating

40 years

Tracy with Thelma or “Grandma 
Pete” (Submitted photo)
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Planner
AVON

 Town Council meetings are held at Avon Town 
Hall, BZA meetings are held in the Avon Town 
Courtroom, 6570 E. U.S. Highway 36. For more in-
formation, call (317) 272-0948 or visit avongov.org.

 *Crime Watch held at Brownsburg Police Training 
Facility. All other meetings are held at Brownsburg 
Town Hall, 61 N Green Street. For more informa-
tion, call (317) 852-1120 or visit brownsburg.org.

 All meetings are held at Danville Town Hall, 
49 N Wayne Street. For more information, call 
(317) 745-4180 or visit danvilleindiana.org.

 All regular meetings are held at the Guil-
ford Township Community Center, lo-
cated at 1500 S. Center St., Plainfield. For 
more information, call (317) 838-0564.

 

 All meetings are held at the Town of Plainfield Build-
ing, 206 W. Main Municipal Street. For more informa-
tion, call (317) 839-2561 or visit townofplainfield.com.

 All meetings are held at the Hendricks County Gov-
ernment Center, 355 S Washington Street. For more 
information, visit: co.hendricks.in.us. To reach the Plan 
Commission or Board of Zoning Appeals, call (317) 
745-9255; for County Council, call (317) 745-9221; 
and for the Board of Health, call (317) 745-9217.

DECEMBER
24

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER
31

Normal Pickup

DECEMBER
25

No Pickup

JANUARY
1

No Pickup

DECEMBER
26

1 Day Delay

JANUARY
2

1 Day Delay

DECEMBER
27

1 Day Delay

JANUARY
3

1 Day Delay

DECEMBER
28

1 Day Delay

JANUARY
4

1 Day Delay

DECEMBER
29

1 Day Delay

JANUARY
5

1 Day Delay
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HISTORY &
ARCHITECTURE

World War 2 Memorial Park, 7866 E County Rd 100 S, Avon. (Photo by Chris Cornwall)

We have all heard the phrase “The 
Greatest Generation” which refers to 
those who served the United States 
in the early 1940s during World War II. 
We often recognize the war veterans, 
however, the entire country sacrificed 
through enduring food and gasoline 
rationing and by laboring in all the 
factories which produced the prod-
ucts needed to support the war.

In 2009, a small group of Avon 
residents came together to discuss 
the idea of building a park or monu-
ment to recognize and honor those 
who had bravely served the military in 
World War II. Most of these Individu-
als had parents or grandparents who 
had served.  The group soon agreed 
to lead an effort to develop a World 
War II Memorial Park in Avon. Two of 
the major obstacles to overcome were 
available land for the park and fund-
ing for the project.

It was soon learned that the Town 
of Avon had a one-acre tract of un-
used land at the northwest corner 
of Dan Jones Road and County Road 
100 South which was left over from 
proposed intersection improvements. 
After the land became available and 
a preliminary design was created, the 
funds soon became available through 
the generous donations from indi-
viduals and corporations throughout 

the area. 
Construction soon began, and in 

May 2013, a grand dedication was at-
tended by hundreds of people. Sever-
al WW II veterans were in attendance 
and were honored that day. A US 
Congressman, local elected officials 
and retired military officers were also 
in attendance.

The engraving on one side of the 
monument at the site reads:

“We must be ready to dare all for 
our country, for history does not long 
entrust the care of freedom to the 
weak or the timid.  We must acquire 
proficiency in defense and display 
stamina in purpose.  We must be will-
ing, individually, and as a nation, to 
accept whatever sacrifices may be 
required of us.  A people that values 
its privileges above its principles soon 
loses both.”

President Dwight D. Eisenhower
It is altogether fitting that we honor 

our military veterans in this way. The 
Avon World War II Memorial Park is 
open for all to visit free of charge.

World War II Memorial Park, Avon

Ken Sebree is a practicing architect 
and resident of Hendricks County for 
well over 40 years. Contact him at 
ken@sebreearchitects.com or  
(317) 272-7800.

You could win$500 towards the 
charitable organization of your 
choice this holiday season!

Any member that signs up for Operation Round Up 
between Dec. 1 and Dec. 31 will be entered into a 
drawing. Hendricks Power will donate $500 to the 
charitable organization selected on the winner’s behalf. 

WHAT IS OPERATION ROUND UP?  
Operation Round Up is a voluntary program that 
lets you donate the spare change on your energy bill. 
When you agree to participate, we “round up” your 
energy bill to the next dollar. The difference goes into 
a special fund and is used within the community. 

SIGN UP BETWEEN DEC. 1 - DEC. 31
You can sign up online, by phone or at our office. 
Business hours are M-F from 7:30am-4:30pm. 

Online: www.hendrickspower.com under 
              Community Outreach
Phone: (317) 745-5473 or (800) 876-5473
Office: 86 N County Road 500 E, Avon 

WINNER WILL BE SELECTED AND 
NOTIFIED ON JAN. 4. 

Help us light up the holidays!
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Christmas tree 
farm is labor  

of love for  
the Evans 

When Joe and Rita Evans were first mar-
ried, they bought their Christmas tree from 
a nearby tree farm. Joe looked at Rita and 
said, “We can do this.” So, in the spring of 
1983, with 7 acres of their own land and 
Rita’s parents next door, they planted 800 
seedlings and began selling in 1989. When 
the Evans opened the barn doors of Evans 
Whispering Pines Christmas Tree Farm, 
the day after Thanksgiving, it marked their 
30th season in business. Each weekend, 
before closing on Dec. 21, is full of activi-
ties for all to enjoy, including ice and wood 
sculpting. The selling season is short but 
that doesn’t hinder the Evans from giving 
back to the community with donated trees 
to McCloud Park for wreath making ses-
sions, Trees for Troops and 91four.org. 

Joe remembers fondly that Rita was 7 
1/2 months pregnant with their Tiffany, his 
88-year-old grandfather, Russell Jennings 
used his cane to fill the holes after each 
seedling was planted by hand. The tree 
farm has grown to almost 50 acres. The 
farm is a labor love and host to many fam-
ily gatherings over the years including Tif-
fany’s wedding last June. Four generations 
have played a role, their mothers, Juanita 
Evans and Wilma McPeak would cook for 
the crew with Rita’s father, Bill McPeak was 
their first wreath maker, and now their 
grandchildren are learning the trade. 

 “We wanted a place to raise our fam-
ily and welcome friends which has grown 
over the years to include our community,” 
Joe says. 

Whispering Pines Christmas Tree Farm began when Joe Evans told his wife, Rita, “We can do this.”

Jared Albright and Lily check out Christmas trees. 

Rita and Joe Evans have owned Whispering Pines 
Christmas Tree Farm for 30 years.

Josh Niven works on some ice carving.

ICONography

 

1538 N CR 400 W, Danville
(317) 745-3146

evanswhisperingpines.com 
Sunday - Friday, 1-6 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.



The Oaks at Hoosier Village continues to grow.
Now accepting reservations for Phase Three.
The beautiful homes and attractive amenities at The Oaks at Hoosier Village have been so well received 
we are now accepting reservations for the newest Oaks neighborhood. Don’t miss your chance to 
secure your new home and personalize your finishes! 
 
Enjoy maintenance–free living in one of the finest communities in town, while taking advantage of a 
wide variety of on-campus social engagements, organized activities, impromptu gatherings,  
and much more.   
 
We invite you to see what all the excitement is about. Call 317.873.3349 or visit  
www.hoosiervillage.com/oaks for more information.

www.hoosiervillage.com

9875 Cherryleaf Drive  • Indianapolis, IN 46268  • 317-873-3349

Oaks3ReservationsOpen_CurrentAd_July2018.indd   1 7/23/18   10:20 AM
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Our recent move has been 
very stressful. Not the financ-

ing, the inspections, or the packing and un-
packing—those were easy. I have spent a lot 
of sleepless nights worrying about whether 
I’d receive my Christmas edition of the Ham-
macher Schlemmer gift catalog.  The Post 
Office doesn’t always forward bulk mail, but 
fortunately someone changed my name to 
RESIDENT and it came right on time. Here 
are a few of my favorite gifts from this year’s 
HS holiday publication:

THE BETTER MONEY CLIP 
First of all, I want the best money clip, not 

a just better one. Come to think of it, I don’t 
want a money clip at all.  HS says it holds 50 
bills and 12 credit cards. Isn’t that just a wal-
let…without leather?

THE BEST NOSE HAIR TRIMMER
HS says their panel of experts lauded its 

“smooth trimming.” How do you gather a 
panel like that? How much experience do 
you need with nose trimmers to make you 
an expert? The description also says that the 
trimmer is easier to clean with a removable 
head.  If you have a removable head, I bet it 
is also easier to clean your ears.

THE INDOOR FLAMELESS MARSHMAL-
LOW ROASTER 

Why camp out, why sleep in a tent, why 
get eaten by mosquitoes when you can 
roast your marshmallows in your living 
room over an electric heater?  It’s totally safe 
for kids and it teaches them that it’s a lot 
easier to camp inside—near a fridge and a 
toilet.

AUTOMATIC FLAMELESS CANDLE 
Our friends the Murphys gave us a ver-

sion of this as a housewarming gift. Of 
course, it doesn’t warm the house. It doesn’t 
even warm your finger because it’s not a 
real flame—just LED lights. It comes with a 
tiny remote for you to program how long 
and how fast the flame flickers. You can 
even incorporate a blowout feature, so you 
can quickly get back to your indoor marsh-
mallow roasting.

THE READING TIME CLOCK  
It has real words that come up on a screen. 

It will say:  It’s eight thirty. The clock doesn’t 
actually speak it, you have to read it. A minute 
later we see: It’s eight thirty-one. Who would 
want this as a gift? Maybe it’s for people who 
are literate—and who know all the letters—
but they just never learned numbers?

BEST HEATED CAR SEAT 
Many things in the HS catalog are heated 

one way or another:  socks, gloves, hats, 
bathrobes. Why not heat your car seat with 

a special pad? Actually, my new car came 
equipped with heated seats and I didn’t re-
alize it. I knew I felt something weird. Finally, 
my urologist figured it out.

ALLERGEN FILTERING MASK 
This black face mask protects you from 

impurities in the air like smoke, mold spores, 
pollen and dust mites. Don’t wear this when 
you deposit your paycheck. You will be shot.

CINEMA POPCORN MAKER 
This machine enables you to enjoy 

theater-style popcorn at home. I guess this 
means a bag is gonna run you about six dol-
lars.  Don’t even think about a large Sprite.

SEATED WHOLE-BODY PEDALER 
This is an exercise machine that you put 

in front of your favorite easy chair and then 
pedal while you watch TV.  HS claims it gives 
you a full cardio workout and tones triceps, 
quadriceps and biceps, ’cep there’s one prob-
lem: it doesn’t work after you fall asleep.

Gifts of Christmas presents

Although Christmas is still weeks away, the 
Hendricks County community has already 
given itself some very notable “gifts” this year. 
And 2018 will go down as a year of great park 
openings. We saw the introductions of Pecar 
Park in Avon, Talon Stream Park in Plainfield, 
and Cardinal Park in Brownsburg.

Each of the parks is notable in their own 
way. Pecar will feature Washington-Town-
ship’s first-ever campsite and nature center, 
Cardinal will introduce Brownsburg’s first dog 
park in 2019, and Talon Stream transformed 
a what used to be a dump into beautiful vista 
right next to the Carlucci Center. 

We can’t name every improvement proj-
ect, groundbreaking and grand opening for 
the year 2018, but we think that’s a good 
thing. It draws attention to the fact that 
the sheer number of improvements are too 
many to name. 

Christmas may only come once a year, 
but we consider living in Hendricks County 
to be a gift that lasts all year long.

Now that the holiday season has arrived, 
there is always shopping to be done. And 
like every year, big box store advertisements 
will flood the airwaves. We encourage resi-
dents not to overlook the small businesses 
that make Hendricks County a special place 
to live. They bring product diversity, in-per-
son customer service and the money spent 
goes back into the community. Locally 
owned businesses are also critical for the 
vitality of our downtown areas. They help 
retain the small-town charm that so many of 
us proudly identify with. Let’s not lose it. 

We support local commerce and thank 
our hard-working small business owners for 
being a big part of Hendricks County. 

VIEWS

HUMOR

OUR VIEW ICONtoon

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with his wife 
of 33 years. Dick is usually in the basement 
trying to think up something funny to write. 
He can be reached at: wolfsie@aol.com.

Yes, we want your letters:
Readers of the HC ICON are encouraged 
to send letters to the editor as often as 
they wish. The stipulations are that the 
letter is timely, focused (not more than 
200 words) and verifiable. Please make 
sure to provide your complete name and 
daytime and evening telephone contact 
numbers. All letters are subject to editing 
for brevity, clarity and grammar. Please 
direct your correspondence to:  

.



December 1-14, 2018
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.com
13

“As we struggle with 
shopping lists and 

invitations, compounded 
by December’s bad 

weather, it is good to 
be reminded that there 
are people in our lives 

who are worth this 
aggravation, and people 

to whom we are worth 
the same.  ”

– Donald E. Westlake, 
American writer

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you …
In the state of Maine, you will be charged a fine for 
having your Christmas decorations up after Jan 14. 

 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

BELIEVE IT!

QUOTE

Habit of the Heart is partnering with 
IU West Hospital and Hendricks 

Power Cooperative to provide every school 
in Hendricks County with Trauma Bags. 
Every nurse will have a bag with life-saving 
bandages and supplies in case of emergen-
cy at each school. Sometimes it can take 
EMTs too long to get to a situation that 
needs immediate help. This wonderful 
group of women are always thinking of how 
to make Hendricks County a great place to 
live and their hearts exemplify why it is such 
a great place to live! 

Something needs to be done with 
the traffic backup at 300 South and 

Avon Ave. We can’t imagine what it is like for 
residents of that stretch of road attempting 
to get out of their driveways. One reader 
says it’s backed up from 4- 7 p.m.

THUMBS UP
THUMBS DOWN

VIEWS

1 Owners of 
Whispering Pines 

Tree Farm in Danville, 
Rita and Joe Evans, 
planted their first 
seedlings in 1983. 
What year did they 
begin selling trees?

❏  1983
❏  1989
❏  1998
❏  2018

2 For the past 
10 seasons, 

Don Hodson has 
played Santa 
for the Avon 
Christmas 
celebration. 
What other 
community 
position has 
Hodson held 
since 2011?

❏   Avon town 
councilperson

❏   Washington-
Township trustee

❏   Hendricks County 
treasurer

❏   Washington-
Township 
parks director

3 Avon High 
School was 

recently awarded 
“Field of the Year” 
by the Sports Turf 
Management 
Association. Which 
playing field 
gained this national 
recognition?

❏  Soccer field
❏  Football field
❏  Baseball diamond
❏   Patch in front of 

door 237

ICONIC IQ

How well do you know  
your Hendricks County  

community?  
Test your memory of news 
featured in the current and 

previous issue of ICON
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*With approved credit. Match amount is for financing through dealer lenders only. Cash or Credit Card accepted. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

www.TomRoushAvon.com
• Multi Point Inspection
•  Guaranteed Auto 

Financing
• Warranties Available

GREAT CARS
UNDER $10,000

Tom Roush Budget Center Avon

2007 SATURN SKY  
92,815 miles, Stk. #T18060B1

$8,690

2012 CHEVROLET 
EQUINOX LS A  

132,424 miles, Stk. #L19007B

$9,190

2016 HYUNDAI  
ACCENT SE  

64,185 miles, Stk. #M18318A

$9,995

2014 BUICK REGAL 
PREMIUM  

109,666 miles, Stk. #P13035A

$11,111

2016 FORD FIESTA SE  
18,923 miles, Stk. #P13138

$11,490

2016 CHEVROLET 
CRUZE LIMITED  

54,667 miles, Stk. #P13095

$11,590

2015 FORD ESCAPE 
SE 2  

94,421 miles, Stk. #L18389A

$12,418

2016 FORD FUSION SE  
71,783 miles, Stk. #P13139

$12,990

2014 LINCOLN MKZ  
101,789 miles, Stk. #L18493A

$13,990

2015 FORD FUSION SE  
37,841 miles, Stk. #P13058

$14,390

2017 FORD ESCAPE SE  
38,740 miles, Stk. #P13192

$16,390

2017 MITSUBISHI 
OUTLANDER SP  

9,450 miles, Stk. #P13093

$16,407

2015 INFINITI Q50 AWD  
118,132 miles, Stk. #L18375C

$17,990

2016 MAZDA MX-5 
MIATA S  

29,294 miles, Stk. #P13146A

$18,690

2013 LEXUS RX 350 
AWD  

88,817 miles, Stk. #P13021A

$20,490

2015 FORD F-150 
XLT SU  

24,960 miles, Stk. #P13134

$28,690
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December
1 
Chili with Santa at the Firehouse
6 – 9 p.m. | 8098 Main St, Coatesville | Santa 
arrives aboard the Coatesville Fire Engine with 
lights and sirens blaring. Santa’s entry kicks off 
the evening with a chili dinner prepared by 
your volunteer firefighters. Asking for a good-
will offering or donation for the food.

1  
Plainfield Tri Kappa Gingerbread Christmas 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. | Plainfield High School, 1 
Red Pride Drive, Plainfield | Sponsored by 
Plainfield Tri Kappa, Gingerbread Christmas 
is the oldest and largest fine art and craft 
show in the area with over 130 booths. Mas-
ter artists and crafters from many states will 
be showcasing a wide variety of creatively 
crafted and original works of art. Browse a 
tempting array of unique and one-of-a-kind 
gifts, home décor, accessories, wearable art 
and seasonal decorations. Price: $5Contact. 
For more information, call (317) 221-3600.

1
Brownsburg Lions Club Breakfast with Santa
7:30 – 10:30 a.m. | Arbuckle Acres Park, 200 
N. Green Street, Brownsburg | Adult meals 
will be $7 with a choice of scrambled eggs, 
sausage gravy and biscuits or pancakes and 
sausage patties. Meals for kids ages 6 and 
under are free. Drinks with the meals will 
include coffee, milk and orange juice. For 
more information, contact Nick Xinopoulos 
at (317) 852-8015.

1 
Avon Tree Lighting
5:30 – 7 p.m. | Avon Town Hall, 6570 East US 
Hwy 36

1 
Christmas under the Stars Parade
6 p.m. | Brownsburg Town Hall Green, 61 N. 
Green St. | Line the streets of Brownsburg 
for our annual night-time Christmas under 
the Stars Parade and Light show. New pa-
rade route: Starts at Brown Elementary to 
Tilden Drive, west to Locust Lane, south to 
parade’s end at Williams Park. Tree light-
ing, music and Santa Claus at Town Hall 

immediately following parade. For more 
information, call Brownsburg Parks at (317) 
858-4172.

1 
Christmas in the Park
Noon – 4 p.m. | Scamahorn Park, 80 North 
Meridian St., Pittsboro | See Santa, play 
games, sing with carolers, crafts for the kids, 
refreshments and local vendors of home-
made items. For more information, contact 
Sherrie Haas at (317) 892-7667.

1 
Danville Tri Kappa 44th Annual  
Jingle Bell Junction
2 – 4 p.m. | Hendricks County Senior Center, 
1201 Sycamore Ln., Danville | Cookies and 
cocoa with Santa. $5 per person.

2 
Everyday Souperheroes Cook Off
1 – 4 p.m. | Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds, 1900 E. Main St, Danville | Come 
enjoy the ultimate tailgating party. Play corn 
hole and enjoy a meal as Hendricks County 
Public Safety Agencies go head to head to 
fight hunger. Proceeds and can donations 
will go to Hendricks County Food Pantries. 
$1 per soup ticket or one canned food item 
per soup ticket.

Holiday Fest 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. | Hendricks County Confer-
ence Center 4-H Fairgrounds 1900 E. Main 
St., Danville | Cookie Walk - Fill a box of 
homemade holiday cookies and/or pur-
chase a pre-made tray. Sales begin at 9:00 
a.m. Craft Booths and Entertainment - Se-
lect unique holiday gifts from many ven-
dors. For more information, visit extension.
purdue.edu/Hendricks. 

8
Hometown Holiday at Hummel Park
Noon – 4 p.m. | Hummel Park, 1500 S. Cen-
ter St., Plainfield |The event will feature 
family-friendly activities and photos with 
Santa, pony rides, horse-drawn carriage 
rides, train rides, a live Nativity, door prizes, 
cookies and cocoa, face painting, and 
more. Admission is free. For more informa-
tion, call (317) 839-9121.

8 
Breakfast with Santa
Three locations: Charbonos (Avon), Boulder 
Creek (Brownsburg),Stone Creek (Plainfield) 
| Cost: $10 (13 yrs. and older) $5 (12 yrs. and 
under) 2 yrs. and younger are free. Must reg-
ister to attend.

8 
Brunch with Buddy the Elf
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. | Pecar Nature Center, 
5428 County Rd. 150 N., Avon | Come have 
brunch with Buddy, sing loud, make Christ-
mas grams, top Christmas trees, have snow 
ball fights and celebrate Buddy’s four food 
groups: candy, candy corn, candy canes and 
syrup. For brunch, a buffet style dessert of 
spaghetti, salad and bread sticks. Price: 5.00 
per person; buy 3 get one free.
Recurring events

North Salem Old Fashion Christmas 
The Town of North Salem will host an Old 
Fashion Christmas on Friday, Dec. 7 and 
Saturday, Dec. 8. The Tree Lighting will take 
place next to the Post Office at 6 p.m. on 
Friday. Breakfast with Santa will start at 8 
a.m. on Saturday, and the fun will continue 
throughout the day with activities for every-
one. For more information, call Vicki Cox at 
(765) 676-5039.

Winterland Holiday Light Show at Ellis Park
A Drive-thru Christmas light display open 
Sunday to Thursday from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Friday and Saturday from 6 to 10 p.m. Closed 
on Christmas Day. Admission: $5 Monday-
Thursday and $10 Friday-Sunday. Santa will 
be available for photos on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday through December 23rd. Ellis 
Park is located at 600 E Main St, Danville.

calendar

 
Chris@icontimes.com

Frosty weather won’t keep residents from 
shopping local this season as the indoor 
Winter Farmers Market is in its second year 
and runs now through Jan. 16 at the Hen-
dricks County Fairgrounds and Conference 
Complex, 1900 E. Main St., Danville. 

The market is open to the public every 
other Sunday and features local art and crafts, 
artisan foods, home products and more. 

The market is open 2-5 p.m. on the fol-
lowing Sundays: Dec. 9, Dec. 23, and Jan. 16.

Dog Treatery

& Associates 
Children’s Dentistry

Company LLC

Creations, Inc

Farm

Farms, LLC

LLC

Quilting

Bakery and cakes

 
   and Jellies

Shoppe

LLC

Medicine

Michelle

Winter farmers 
market returns 

with more vendors

Editor’s note: this list is subject to change 
throughout the season. For updated vendor 
lists or more information on the Hendricks 
County Winter Farmers Market, please visit 
www.theHCWFM.com.
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Food, glorious food!



www.danvillechamber.org

  

Ellis Park, Danville, IN

November 24th 

thru December 30th

(Closed Christmas)

Sun-Thurs, 6pm-9pm

Fri-Sat, 6pm-10pm

VALUE DAYS

Monday-Thursday

$5 PER CAR

(No Coupon Needed)

WEEKEND ADMISSION

Friday, Saturday, Sunday

$10 PER CAR



Ring in the New Year in Style!
And support the arts in Hendricks County

Hendricks County 4H Fairgrounds  

and Conference Center

Cocktail Attire Requested
Black Tie and Ball Gowns Encouraged

Tickets: $75  

online at www.hendrickscountyarts.org

317-563-5111 or

Gallery on the Square,  

51 S. Washington Street, Danville
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The Immaculate 
Conception Masses

A Holy Day of Obligation
Friday, December 7th - 6 pm

Saturday, December 8th - 8:15am

Advent Penance Service
Thursday, December 13th - 7pm

Journey to the Inn 
(La Posada)

Sunday, December 16th - 4pm

9833 E County Road 750 N

Brownsburg, Indiana 46112

(317) 852-3195

Stmalachy.org

Please visit our website at www.stmalachy.org or our Facebook page 

for more information on St. Malachy events and Masses.

School Christmas Program
Tuesday, December 18 - 7pm

Church Christmas Concert
Friday, December 14th - 7pm

Christmas Eve and  
Christmas Day Masses

Monday, December 24th -  

4pm, 7pm and 10pm

Tueday, December 25th - 10am

Solemnity of Mary, 
The Mother of God Masses

A Holy Day of Obligation
Monday, December 31st - 6 pm

Tuesday, January 1st -  

10am and 6pm

editorial@icontimes.com

Now in our 10th year, the ICON has published several holiday 
and gift guides, however, we’ve never been more excited about 
one as much as we are with his year’s edition. 

Because we know everyone loves food – especially at this time 
of year – this year’s theme, as you’ll see through the pages of 
this gift guide, focuses on food. This is the time of the year when 
some of our best memories can be had around the dinner table, 
but we’re also catering (see what we did there?) to our readers 
with this theme, too. Based off of our surveying and research, we 
know you want to read about food, drinks and dining. Much of 
our coverage can be tied back to food in some way, whether it’s 
a new restaurant opening down the street or a recipe submitted 
by a reader. 

Not all items in this guide are about food, though. We pride 
ourselves on putting out the most comprehensive guide of holi-
day activities in our coverage areas. From a holiday-themed sto-
ry time at the library to a countywide celebration of the season 
that draws thousands, we hope to see you there. 

It’s also that time of year for us to reflect on what we’re thank-
ful for – you, the reader, of course, along with a hardworking 
staff and advertisers who believe in us. We wish you a spectacu-
lar holiday season and a Merry Christmas. 

editorial@icontimes.com 

New this year, the ICON is asking you, our readers, to send 
your most beautiful and best-
tasting pastry recipes our way. If 
you’re reading this, the competi-
tion has begun. 

From now to Dec. 10, we are 
accepting recipes. Finalists 
will be chosen and will have 
their recipes judged by our very 
own Foodie, Faith Toole, who 
compiles Faith on Food. For this portion of the contest, final-
ists must bring a small portion of their pastry to the ICON 
office, 6319 US 36, Suite 202, Avon, for Faith to sample. Faith 
will make her final choice, and the winner, in addition to hav-
ing his/her recipe featured in an upcoming edition of ICON, 
will receive a gift card.
Here’s what we need from you:

Your name
An email address or phone number where you can reached
Your town of residence 
The full recipe for the item in which you choose to enter 
(ingredients and measurements, directions, etc.) 
 How to enter: Send your information and recipe to 
Tina Ayers at Tina@icontimes.com before Dec. 10. 

From the staff:  
Around the table

ON THE COVER
Our cover image is thanks to John 
Kirk Furniture in Carmel. Times 
Leader Publications had asked 
the furniture store at 12345 Old 
Meridian St. for some assistance 
in setting a holiday dining table, 
and Nick Williams, the store’s 
designer, went above and beyond 
to accommodate us. John Kirk’s 
Christmas Treause Shop is now 
open. (Photo by Sadie Hunter)

ICON kicks off  
holiday pastry contest 
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BirdFeeding
Makes a
GreatGift

Wild Birds Unlimited Avon
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Mon - Thurs: 9:30am - 6:00pm
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Add a Little
Character
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Seed Characters. They’re made of
tightly-packed bird food and are
available only at Wild Birds Unlimited.

Share the Fun!
Introduce someone to bird
feeding with our Flying Start®
Combo. It’s an all-in-one
feeder that attracts all the
birds with seed, suet, nuts
and fruit.

It’s a Water
Wonderland
Give birds a reason to visit your yard this winter by
providing a reliable source of water. We even have
heated bird baths to keep the water flowing, if temps
drop below freezing.

The
Foundation
for Fun
Feeding
With our patented
Advanced Pole
System® hardware,
you can create a
customized setup
that best suits your
yard and the birds
you want to attract.

A Fun Way to Foil
Pesky Critters
With the WBU Eliminator™
Squirrel-proof Bird Feeder,
feed the birds you love while
excluding squirrels and large
birds such as pigeons or
doves. Backed with a lifetime
guarantee, it makes a perfect
gift!

CRANBERRY SEEDWREATH FOR ONLY

$9.99
WHEN YOU SPEND $60
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Ron Ecker helped organize enough food to feed 3,000 people in Florida when the state 
was hit by a hurricane in October. (Photo by Faith Toole)

Cooking up support
Lizton Rusted Silo owner embraces holiday spirit of giving

By Lindsay Doty

When Rusted Silo Southern BBQ & 
Brewhouse owner and pitmaster Rob 
Ecker hears about a tragedy or a friend 
in need, he seems to find a way to help. 
At the restaurant, Ecker and his wife, 
Tina, embody that holiday spirit of 
giving. 

Whether it’s a scholarship program 
for Hendricks County students or re-
cently raising thousands of dollars for 
local farmer Loyd Hayden who lost his 
legs in a combine accident, they try to 
do their part. 

The restaurant recently raised $3,200 
for Lloyd and his family starting with a 
simple “Tip the Pig” jar.  They rounded 
funds up to $5,000 to go back to the 
family. 

“We do it to be a relevant part of the 
community by helping out,” Rob Ecker 
said. “There is a reward that comes with 
that. I truly feel when you give back you 

get what you give in return. So we are 
going to continue to do that.” 

“It’s just part of our family 
philosophy.”

With that can-help attitude, It’s no 
surprise that when Ecker’s hometown 
in Florida’s Panhandle was about to be 
pummeled by Hurricane Michael, he 
took action.

“Something told me before Michael 
made landfall that this was going to be 
serious. We kept an eye on it. We really 
pushed it with our customers. I started 
a fundraiser on Monday and the storm 
made landfall on Wednesday,” Ecker 
recalls.

In those few days back in October, the 
Florida native turned Hoosier contacted 
his food suppliers and vendors for do-
nations and started fundraising online 
and in the restaurant. In just one week, 
Rusted Silo raised $5,000 and gathered 
enough supplies to pack a giant trailer. 

“We had folks showing up here at the 
restaurant bringing diapers, feminine 
products, towels, socks, baby food,” said 
Ecker, who was preparing to make a solo 
drive to Florida to deliver it all.

“We had 250 cases of water. We had 
enough food for 3,000 people. We had 
people bringing in building supplies like 
plywood, nails, hammers, and tarps. Just 
anything you could imagine that you 
might need in a situation like this.”

Hendricks County farmer Steve Hem-
sell even loaned Ecker his 18-foot trailer 
to pull behind his truck. 

“You’re always heard of Hoosier hos-
pitality and that’s exactly what it was. 
This was a prime example of it.” A lot of 
the folks in the Midwest have family in 
Florida or vacation there. They wanted 
to help,” he said of the response. 

Ecker left his restaurant in the hands 
of his wife and daughter and hit the 
road. The 13-hour drive was a long one. 
With limited cell service working in the 
Panhandle area, Ecker had no updates 
on his parents, brother, or other family 
members caught in the storm.  Eventu-
ally, he made it to his cousin’s house and 
soon learned they were all OK.

The following morning, he headed 
into the storm-ravaged area of Callaway. 
The devastation was shocking. Ecker 
and his volunteers set up in a church 

parking lot and started handing out 
supplies and cooking meals. 

“It was like we had our own outdoor 
grocery market,” Ecker remembers. We 
had tables with all the necessary things 
and then we fed people. Hamburgers, 
hotdogs, potato chips, cookies, snacks. It 
was so busy that we ran out of food two 
and half hours into it.”

Local restaurants that had no power 
to cook their food showed up to donate 
their frozen foods.  

“We fed people until we absolutely 
had to leave.”

“It is very rewarding. Just knowing 
you are standing there and giving some-
body what could be there last hot meal 
for another day or two days. It’s what I 
do, I cook food. And it was fun to be up 
there with everybody.”

Ecker was humbled by the support 

he saw around him. Neighbors who had 
nothing were helping others. 

“Folks who lost their homes lost their 
jobs and lost everything they had, but 
they were coming together as a commu-
nity to help.”

Since he’s been back home and back 
cooking Southern-style BBQ for Hoo-
siers, the fundraising efforts continue 
as his Florida residents struggle to get 
back on their feet.

“We are still raising money. We are 
still doing drop shipments. We are buy-
ing bulk supplies of blankets.”

For the business owners, the holidays 
are about giving, but it’s also something 
they try to embrace all year long.

“Sadly, there will always be some kind 
of tragedy, but we look forward to when 
we can start helping people to go on and 
do better in their lives.”



At Hendricks Regional Health, we’re proud of our deeply 
rooted legacy of providing high-quality, safe care. 
Congratulations to our associates for our recent awards 
demonstrating your commitment to quality, safety and the 
patient experience. Thanks to you, we continue to stand out 
as a national leader in how we care for our patients each and 
every day. Learn more at HENDRICKS.ORG/5STARS.
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How to set your dining table
editorial@icontimes.com

Are you hosting a holiday dinner this 
year and want to be sure everything is in 
its correct place?

We’re referencing the professionals for 
this one, none other than The Emily Post 
Institute. 

Emily says though many have reserva-
tions about setting a table or even using a 
proper place setting, it’s not as difficult as 
it seems. 

The basic rule is that utensils are 
placed in the order of use from the out-
side in, proving Kathy Bates was right in 
that scene in “Titanic” where Leonardo 

DiCaprio isn’t sure which spoon to use, 
never having been to a formal dinner. 

A second rule, with only a few excep-
tions, is that forks go to the left of the 
plate, and knives (blade toward the dinner 
plate) and spoons go to the right. 

Third, bread and butter always go the 
the top left of the dinner plate, and drinks 
always to the top right. 

The final rule is to only set the table 
with utensils you will use. No soup? No 
soup spoon.

To see additional details on more ad-
vanced place settings, visit emilypost.com

3480 N. State Road 267 | 317.858.8440
Conveniently located between on SR 267 Avon and Brownsburg

20% OFF
Special Offer

*

one one Gift Shop item*!

*Offer valid now through 12/31/18 on one in-stock Gift Shop item, while supplies last, 
no rainchecks, not to be combined with any other offers or promotions, excludes fresh 
greens, cut trees, arrangements, live plants and consignment. Must present coupon.

Visit FrazeeGardens.com/HC-Icon
for a full list of holiday events and a special 

reward for new Email Rewards members!

The “Crazy Frazee Christmas Tree” is loaded with fun and unique ornaments, and 
starting at just $5.99, they make the perfect gift for anyone on your list.

76522
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Holiday Asian inspiration

Katsumi’s Teaching Kitchen offers 
alternative to the traditional party menu

editorial@icontimes.com

While hosting another round of holiday 
parties, it’s easy to fall into the same old 
appetizer routines of pre-sliced cheese 
plates and heavy dips. At Katsumi’s Teach-
ing Kitchen (6446 W Washington St), 
Instructor Mori Leamua Willhite is giving 
students something new to add to their 
recipe box: home-style Japanese food. 

“I love Japanese food and I try to make 
it fun. During the holidays we tend to eat 
heavy foods. Japanese foods can be lighter 
and a healthier alternative to those heavy 
meals and creamy desserts,” explains Mori 
Lemau Willhite.

While Hoosiers may enjoy the occasional 
Japanese dish—a sushi roll here, some 
teriyaki there— it’s probably safe to say 
that few are making their own miso soup 
at home.  During weekend classes, Willhite 
teaches all the authentic stuff. She wants 
to make it easy to replicate and share with 
family and friends. 

“The chicken teriyaki is a nice alternative 
to turkey dinners this time of year. I also 
have a Bento boxed lunch class to teach 
you how to pack everything nicely too.”

Born in Japan and raised in San Diego, 
she made her way to Indiana after seven 
years in the Army.  Willhite is half-Japanese 
and learned how to cook watching her 
Japanese mother and grandmother.

“As a little girl, I helped cut veggies, grind 
the sesame seeds, and fold potsticker skins 
by the hundreds,” remembers Willhite.  

Even now, she still gets her techniques 
a “Japanese approval” from her 87-year-
old mom.

 At her most popular class, Intro to Sushi, 
students learn how to measure, rinse and 
soak rice before cooking it (Bonus—you 
can use a rice cooker!).

“For sushi, it’s all about the rice. The rice 
they use at restaurants and locally is the 
Jasmine rice. It has the texture, but not the 
taste. Real sushi rice is a lot more expen-
sive, but it is higher quality,” she explains.

“So once they take that first bite after 
they make their rolls, the whole place is 
quiet because they are so busy eating.”

Willhite didn’t set out to be a chef. She’s 
actually a Japanese language teacher who 
was encouraged by friends to share her 
Asian cooking skills with others. 

“Eating it is much easier than speaking it 
for sure,” she jokes. 

 Shortly after acquiring the small build-
ing at Washington St. and 465 (the former 
Airport Deli), she started teaching week-
end cooking classes. Nearly four years later, 
the concept has taken off. 

“People seem to really like it. If you are 
the only Japanese cooking class in the 
state of Indiana and you don’t make it, it’s 
because I screwed up. I have no competi-
tion!” laughs Willhite. 

Katsumi’s Teaching Kitchen offers 
classes on Friday evenings and Saturday 
and Sunday afternoons.  Tempura and 
Advanced Sushi are for more skilled cooks 
while Chicken Teriyaki and Potstickers are 
the basic.

“I show you how to make potstickers 
three ways. One way is that we make them 
from scratch. We knead the dough and roll 
it out,” she explains.

“Even if you are in the middle of no-
where, if you have a cup of hot water, rice 
and flour you can make your wrappers for 
your potstickers.”

Cooking students have ranged from 
little kids (the youngest was 5) to senior 
citizens. Some are looking for a date night. 
Others are health-conscious types or just 
folks looking to change up weeknight din-
ners and offer something different to their 
holiday guests.

 “At the very least, you have a sense of 
empowerment the way I teach you and you 
can certainly teach it to others,” she said.

“Even if they never cook again, at least 
they know what real Japanese food is sup-
posed to taste like.”

So far, students can describe their new 
Japanese cuisine in one word: Oishi (or 
delicious) and hopefully their holiday 
guests will too.

Katsumi’s Teaching Kitchen
www.katsumisteachingkitchen.com
Fri. 6-8 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 2-4 p.m.
6446 W. Washington St. Indianapolis
(317) 431-4153
Basic classes: $65 per person.
Advanced classes:  $75 per person.
From now until Dec. 31st, 10 percent off 
Intro to Sushi.
Gift certificates available.

FERGUSON

Lumber-Hardware-Rental

1503 E. Main St. Danville, IN. 46122
Phone (317) 745-4770

Mon - Fri: 8:00 am - 7:00 pm
Sat: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Sun: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Check out our Holiday Specials on  
Weber Grills and Pelican Coolers
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R E C I P E S
Party Poppers

8 ounces pitted dates
4 ounces brie cheese round
6 ounces slivered almonds
1 1/2 pounds bacon
2 teaspoons black pepper

Heat oven to 375 degrees. Cut dates in 
half, lengthwise. Cut brie into bite-size 
pieces, about the size of peanuts. Place 
one piece of Brie and four almond pieces 
on each open date half. Place other half 
on top. Quarter bacon slices, wrap tightly 
around stuffed dates and secure with 
toothpicks. Sprinkle with pepper. Line 
baking sheet with foil and place wrapped 
dates on top. Bake 15 minutes, or until 

bacon is crispy. Serve warm. Makes 36
Recipe courtesy of ALDI

Blue Cheese and Walnut Mousse
2 tablespoons avocado oil
3 large yellow onions, sliced
5 ounces blue cheese crumbles
8 ounces cream cheese
1 cup whipping cream
8 ounces chopped walnuts, divided
5 cucumbers, thinly sliced
Black pepper to taste

In large pan, heat oil and sauté onions 
until brown and caramelized. In food 
processor, combine blue cheese crumbles 
and cream cheese. Process until smooth. 
Season with pepper, to taste.
 In medium bowl, using hand mixer, 
whisk cream until soft peaks form. Fold 
in cheese mixture and 4 ounces chopped 
walnuts. Top cucumber slices with 

mousse, caramelized onions and remain-
ing chopped walnuts. Finish by grinding 
black pepper over top for garnish. Tip: 
Mousse can also be served as a dip with 
baguette slices. Serves 10

Recipe courtesy of ALDI

Recipe courtesy of Smithfield

Fresh Pork and Kalamata Flatbreads
1 pork tenderloin
1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil
1 can (13.8 ounces) refrigerated pizza 
crust dough
3/4 cup sliced sun-dried tomatoes in 
olive oil
1/2 cup sliced Kalamata olives, drained
1 teaspoon crushed dried rosemary

Cut pork tenderloin into 3/4-inch cubes. 
Heat oven to 400 degrees. In large skil-
let over medium-high heat, heat olive oil. 
Stir fry pork 8-10 minutes, or until well 
browned. Unroll pizza dough and press 
onto greased sheet pan, about 18-by-
13 inches; cut into six rectangles. Drain 
tomatoes, reserving oil. Brush tops of 
flatbreads with sun-dried tomato oil, re-
serving about 1 tablespoon. Top with pork, 
drained tomatoes, olives and rosemary, 
pressing into dough lightly with fingertips. 
Bake 18-21 minutes until edges are golden 
brown. Remove from oven. Drizzle re-
maining sun-dried tomato olive oil evenly 

over flatbreads; let stand on baking sheet 
2 minutes before serving. Serves 6

Country Harmony
721 North Green Street, Brownsburg, IN 46112
(317) 852-8661

 
 

Trees, wreaths, roping & poinsettias 
are all here along with 

our new Holiday Extended Hours:
Mon. - Thur.  9-6  |  Fri. - Sat.  9-8  

Sunday  10-5
8
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Sweet Potato Cookies

Gingerbread Trifle

3/4 cup vegetable shortening
3/4 cup brown sugar
1 large egg
1 cup Bob Evans Mashed Sweet 
Potatoes
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice
1 cup butter, unsalted
3 cups powdered sugar
1/2 teaspoon maple extract
Chopped honey roasted pecans 
(optional)
Mini marshmallows (optional)

Heat oven to 350 degrees. In large bowl, 
using hand mixer or paddle attachment, 
cream shortening and brown sugar. 

Add egg and sweet potatoes; mix until 
combined. In small bowl, combine flour, 
baking soda, salt and pumpkin pie spice. 
With mixer on low speed, slowly add flour 
mixture to egg mixture until well mixed. 
Using small cookie scoop, drop rounds 
onto greased baking sheets. Bake 10-12 
minutes, or until golden brown. Cool 
completely before frosting. In separate 
bowl, beat together butter, powdered 
sugar and maple extract until frosting is 
light and fluffy. Frost each cooled cookie 
with maple butter cream frosting.  Sprin-
kle with pecans and mini marshmallows, 
if desired. Carefully toast marshmallows 
with culinary torch, if desired, while 
avoiding melting frosting. Makes 36

1 package (3.4 ounces) vanilla 
pudding
1 3/4 cups eggnog
1/2 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice
7 ounces gingerbread, crumbled 
and divided 
1 1/4 cups whipped topping 
1 cup apple butter 
2 cinnamon

Whisk vanilla pudding mix and 
eggnog. Add pumpkin pie spice and 
beat 2 minutes. Chill in refrigerator 
10 minutes. In large glass bowl, layer 
one-third of gingerbread cookies, 
one-third of pudding, one-third of 
whipped topping and 1/2 cup apple 
butter; repeat two more times. The 
third layer will end with whipped 
topping. Garnish with cinnamon. 
Chill in refrigerator 2 hours. Serves 12
Recipe courtesy of ALDI

Itsallaboutthyme.com

It’s All About Thyme
Catering Weddings & Special Events

701 W. Main Street, Danville
(317) 513-2297 • (317) 745-6801

jan@itsallaboutthyme.com

The
Perfect
Gift:
each cake
comes in
a Pete’s
Plaid
tin.

$20

Recipe courtesy of Bob Evans
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Commentary by Curtis Honeycutt

As soon as someone identifies him-
self as an expert in grammar, you almost 
always can safely assume he’s going to 
judge you anytime you end a sentence 
with a preposition. That’s the quickest 
way to get on the naughty list!

Good grammar is wonderful because it 
opens doors—to job interviews, romantic 
relationships and even elegant holiday par-
ties where people drink mulled wine and 
feast on roasted chestnuts. By improving 
your grammar, your Facebook friends will 
rightly assume you’ve started buying one 
of those brand new Lexuses (Lexi?) with a 
giant bow on it for your spouse.

When you want to sign your family’s 
collective name on a holiday card, how 
do you write it? Is it “The Millers” or “The 
Miller’s?” 

Everyone likes a good eggnog-infused 
party (after all, that’s why you’re improving 
your grammar, right?), and apostrophes are 
like sentence confetti, adding a fun flair to 
your scintillating syntax. But a misplaced 
apostrophe is like confetti at a funeral—in-
appropriate and impossible to undo.

To make your last name plural, never 
add an apostrophe. Just don’t do it. The 
Millers went to the ice skating rink is cor-
rect. Adding an apostrophe to your last 
name makes it possessive: Did you see 
The Millers’ cool new inflatable Santa? 

If your last name ends with s, z, x, ch or 
sh, simply add es to make it plural: Sea-
son’s greetings from The Foxes. If your last 
name ends in any other letter (including 
y), simply add an s: The Honeycutts are 
incredibly photogenic.

So, if you’re considering adding your 
family’s name on the back of your sleigh, 
write The Millers. Adding an apostrophe 
will simply get you uninvited from those 
swanky holiday parties, leaving you sadly 
to drink your mulled wine alone while 
you wistfully stalk everyone else’s happy 
Christmas sweater-filled photos on 
Facebook.

Good grammar 
is the life of the 
holiday party

Curtis Honeycutt is a 
national award-winning, 
syndicated humor writer. 
Connect with him on Twitter 
(@curtishoneycutt) or at 
curtishoneycutt.com.

 A guide to wine pairings

Elizabeth Morse owned the 
Corner Wine Bar in Broad 
Ripple for close to 20 years. 
She is a graduate of IU, is a 
Hoosier chef, food writer, wine 
guru and Hamilton County 
Master Gardener who believes 

in supporting all things local. Morse has been a 
resident of Hamilton County for more than a de-
cade. Check out her blog: schlepicurean.com.

Commentary by Elizabeth Morse

Have you started planning meals for 
holiday celebrations and are confused 
about which wine to serve? Read on.

Turkey is the star of the show, even 
when there are so many flavors and 
spices on a Thanksgiving table. You can’t 
go wrong with a rosé. Don’t’ worry, just 
because it’s pink doesn’t equate to sweet 
wine. Try this beauty with a crisp, berry 
finish: Les Trois Couronnes Côtes- du-
Rhône Rosé, about $12 at Market Dis-
trict. Another delicious choice is Clean 
Slate Riesling. It’s easy to find, only $10 
and is a spicy, earthy, German wine from 
the famed Mosel region (my fave).

Latkes are a must when celebrating 
Hanukkah. These potato pancakes are 
a perfect match with Italian Prosecco. 

An easy-to-find, delicious option comes 
from Mionetto, Prosecco di Treviso 
Brut Gold Label. The golden apple fla-
vors complement the applesauce gener-
ally served with these little yummies. A 
bottle is around $13.

Fish patties are included in most 
Kwanzaa festivities and a crisp, New 
Zealand Sauvignon Blanc would be best. 
I’m digging Jules Taylor Sauvignon 
Blanc from Costco, and it’s only $12. 
Huge citrus flavors and enough acid to 
cut through the fried cakes.

Ham is great with a fresh, fruity red 
and Mommessin Beaujolais Nouveau is 
a tasty and cost-effective option at $10. 
You’re having prime rib for Christmas 
dinner? Black Stallion Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon is $30, easy to find, and offers dark 
fruit, toasted oak with great depth of 

flavor. Duck instead? Baron Philippe De 
Rothschild, Baron Phillipe Sauternes is 
the way to go. It’s $38 for fantastic citrus 
and honey flavors and is especially per-
fect if you are preparing duck a l’orange. 

You’re going vegetarian with tofurkey? 
Try a cabernet franc. With fresh cran-
berry flavors, Happy Canyon Vineyard 
2017 Chukker at $26 wins.

Annual ‘Cookie Walk’  
set for Dec. 7

The Hendricks County Extension 
Homemakers and Hendricks Pow-
er Cooperative will host their 30th 
annual Holiday Fest and Cookie 
Walk on Friday, Dec. 7, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Hendricks County Con-
ference Center 4 H Fairgrounds, 
1900 E. Main St., Danville. Admis-
sion to the event is free. 

The Cookie Walk is an opportu-
nity to fill a box with your choice 
of homemade cookies baked by 
local residents. Cookies are sold by 
the pound with sales beginning at 
9 a.m. Pre-made trays of cookies 
will also be available.

The event will also feature holi-
day gifts, stocking stuffers and 
seasonal decorations from 
the numerous vendors and 
craft booths. For entertain-
ment, the Hendricks County 
Extension Homemakers 
Chorus, “The Treblemak-
ers,” will perform live 
holiday music along with 
local preschoolers. 

Mrs. Claus will be pres-
ent again this year to 
greet and visit with the 
children and guests.

A Chicken noodle lunch with 
mashed potatoes, prepared by the 
Extension Homemakers, is avail-
able from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Hot- 
dogs, chips, brownies and drinks 
will also be on the menu.

For more information about 
the Holiday Fest or to learn about 
any of the County Homemaker 
Clubs, call the Hendricks County 
Extension Office at (317) 745-9260, 
Monday-Friday. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.



13December 1, 2018
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.comGifts 2018
HENDRICKS COUNTY GIFTS

Superior brewing equipment kit: $99.99 
Great Fermentations

Wine gift box with tools: $48.99
Vine and Table

2019 Memberships available 
Stop in or check us out @

Prestwickgolf.net

Unlimited
Weekday

Weekends
Twilight
Senior

Couples

2019 
Memberships 
that fit your 

schedule
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HENDRICKS COUNTY GIFTS

Signature sauces: $5.50 (each)
Rusted Silo Southern BBQ & Brew House: 

Flasks: $15 - $25
MRC Wood Products 
1298 E. US Hwy 136,  

Candy Chemistry: $3 - $89
Nature’s Workshop Plus

Wood Pellot grill: $399
Old Bob’s

Stonewall Kitchen’s - Hot Pepper 
Cranberry Jelly $7.99
Country Harmony
721 North Green St., Brownsburg

Custom mugs by Dee Schaad
Gallery on the Square

Kalalou Wine Bottle Terrarium: $39.99
Frazee Gardens

Aprons: $15.99 to $19.99
Beasley’s Orchard



15December 1, 2018
Hendricks County ICON

myhcicon.comGifts 2018
HENDRICKS COUNTY GIFTS

Artisan pickles: $12.50
The Hayloft

Aubrey’s Gourmet Pumpkin Rolls: $17
Seek & Find Home and Furniture Decor

Selling & Buying 
* Estate Jewelry 

* Custom Jewelry by 

  Local Hendricks County Artists 
*  Gold & Silver 

*  Swiss Watches 

hendricks county’s  
newest &  most unique  jewelry boutique 

Premier Arms & P. A. Jewelers 
3754 South Green Street (SR 267) 
Brownsburg, IN 46112 
Phone: 317.858.3030 
PremierArms.com PremierArms 

indiana’s most original 
 firearms store 

Browse Our Huge Selection of New & Used 
Firearms, Accessories & Other Unique Items 

in Our New Custom Designed Facility 

Home of the Buy Room 

Handcrafted cutting board by Ed Bladen: $85
Gallery on the Square
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Raspberry tourmaline: $2,500 - $2,800
Nelson Jewelers

Chocolates: $4.00 - $28.00
Schakolad Chocolate Factory

HENDRICKS COUNTY GIFTS

Antique silverware set (serves 16): $75
Gilly’s Antique Barn

Pittsboro Candle Company, soy based: 
 $4.50 - $7.00
Big Tuck’s Feed & More

 

  
22 E. Main Street • Brownsburg

317.852.2306 • NelsonJewelers.com

Hendricks County Jewel Find
The first 10 who can identify this photo by
Dec. 15, 2018 will be entered to win a $250
Nelson Jewelers’ gift certificate to be 
awarded Dec. 20.

Send your answer to us at:
hcjewel@icontimes.com

FREE RING 
CLEANING

(Offer expires Dec. 23, 2018)

Hendricks County Jewel Find
The first 10 who can identify this photo by 
Nov. 1, 2017 will be entered to win a $250 
Nelson Jewelers’ gift certificate to be awarded 
Dec. 20.  

Send your answer to us at: 
hcjewel@icontimes.com

RING 
CLEANINGNNelson Jewelers

Since 1958
22 E. Main Street • Brownsburg

317.852.2306 • NelsonJewelers.com

FREE
(Offer expires Dec. 16, 2017)

Premier Arms

Handcrafted cheese knife by Pat Wilkerson:
Gallery on the Square
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Parabellum

Apple Mate 2 apple corer: $22.49
Do it Best Hardware

Beer growlers, t-shirts: $4.00 - $15.00
Black Swan Brewpub

HENDRICKS COUNTY GIFTS

Coffee Cup Bracelet: $16
Seize the Night Designs

Pickled eggs: $8.49
Gizmo’s Galleria

350-2399

Pelican Cooler, 30 qt.: $202.49. 
Ferguson Hardware 

8217 KINGSTON ST., AVON, IN 46123

317-204-2184

PARABELLUMFIREARMS.COM

BRING THIS AD IN FOR THESE SAVINGS

Buy a $50.00 Gift Card and get 

2 FREE 
HALF-HOUR PASSES 

good anytime
Ex

pi
re

s:
 1

2/
15

/1
8

Purchase a gun and get a 

FREE 
30 DAY MEMBERSHIPEx

pi
re

s:
 1

2/
15

/1
8

Purchase a one year membership 
and get an additional 

6 MONTHS FREE 
an 18 month membership  
for the price of 12 monthsEx

pi
re

s:
 1

2/
15

/1
8
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Dec. 7 & 8 
North Salem Old Fashion Christmas 

The Town of North Salem will host an 
Old Fashion Christmas on Friday, Dec. 7 
and Saturday, Dec. 8. The Tree Lighting 
will take place next to the Post Office at 6 
p.m. on Friday. Breakfast with Santa will 
start at 8 a.m. on Saturday, and the fun 
will continue throughout the day with 
activities for everyone. For more infor-
mation, call Vicki Cox at (765) 676-5039.

Dec 7 & 8  
Christmas with Santa and the Ponies 

Strides to Success, 1350 Terry Dr., Plain-
field, will host Christmas with Santa and 
the Ponies from 4 to 8:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 7 and Saturday, Dec. 8. Proceeds 
support children and adults that partici-
pate in the programs and need financial 
assistance. Tickets are $25 per family and 
can be purchased at the door. For more 
information, call (317) 838-7002.

Santa seems to have dropped some candy 
canes at Natural Valley Ranch, 6310 E. Co. Rd. 
350 N., Brownsburg. Come out for the hunt, 
visit with Santa, make a craft, see the petting 

zoo, take a pony ride and enjoy a snack from 
the popcorn bar. Guests are encouraged to 
bring non-perishable food items to donate 
to a local food pantry. The event runs 10 to 
11:30 a.m. and 1 to 2:30 p.m. Admission is $7. 
For more information, call (317) 509-3577.

Dec. 8  
Hometown Holiday at Hummel Park

Hometown Holiday at Hummel Park, 1500 
S. Center St., Plainfield, will take place 
Sunday, Dec. 8, from noon to 4 p.m. The 
event will feature family-friendly activities 
and photos with Santa, pony rides, horse-
drawn carriage rides, train rides, a live Na-
tivity, door prizes, cookies and cocoa, face 
painting, and more. Admission is free. For 
more information, call (317) 839-9121.

“Sensory Santa” gives children with spe-
cial needs the opportunity to do activities 
and have their picture taken with Santa 
and listen to a story by Mrs. Claus in a 
calm, less intimidating environment. The 
event will take place on Sunday, Dec. 16, 9 
a.m. to noon, at Pecar Nature Center, 5428 
County Rd. 150 N. , Avon. Register for a 
time slot at washingtontwpparks.org. For 
more information, call Trilby at (317)745-
0785 ext. 3, or email ttayman@avonfd.org.

Santa sightings

1019 East Main Street 
Plainfield IN 46168
Phone 317.837.1755
Mon-Tue-Thu: 11am - 8pm

Fri: 11am - 6pm
Sat: 11am - 5pm

SEE US FOR YOUR  
HOLIDAY GIFT WISH LIST!

Outdoor gift ideas
By Greg Mayo

Every year as we approach the Holi-
day Season I’m asked about gifts for 
outdoor enthusiasts. With so many 
failed outdoor gifts (see Billy Bass) it’s 
a good conversation to have. There are 
very useful items one can give in every 
budget too. 

On the higher end of the spectrum 
we’ll find firearms. My personal opinion 
is that firearms are never a good gift 
unless you are absolutely certain the 
recipient can safely operate, clean and 
handle a gun. If you’re not sure, a gun 
safety class is a good stocking stuffer. 

All my sons know how to safely han-
dle firearms. My youngest is the only 
one not interested in shooting sports or 
hunting; and that’s perfectly fine. The 
point is, he knows how to handle a gun 
and how to act when one is around. 

So, if you’re giving a shotgun to that 
favorite niece or nephew, include a 
safety course. 

Fishing gear can run from a few bucks 
to a few hundred. Know your fisherman 
and what kind of fishing they prefer. You 
don’t want to buy a fly fishing rig for a 
catfisher. Likewise, someone who exclu-
sively fishes for largemouth bass from 
a boat won’t get much use out of a nice 
pair of chest waders. 

Hikers and campers are a much easier 
group, in general, to buy for as there’s 
typically a good deal of overlap with 
these groups. Keep in mind I don’t mean 
RV folks. If you “camp” in an RV you’re 
not a camper. You’re an RVer. Nothing 
wrong with that, but camping is a bit 
different. 

I noticed the stark contrast when my 
son and I went to Montana this summer. 
One night we were at a campground 
that had both. As we sat around fires on 
the camping side of the road and mar-
veled at the stars coming out we could 
see the endless big screen TVs on in the 
RV section. 

So, with that, sleeping bags, cooking 
gear and MRE (meals ready to eat) are 
always good choices. 

And now the items that bridge just 
about any outdoor activity. Good boot 
socks are always a safe bet. Can’t go 
wrong with gloves either. Now, before 
you tell me about how boring socks and 
gloves are, realize that solid base layer 
and outer wear is essential and can 
make or break a day in the woods...espe-
cially this time of year. 

And finally my personal favorite type 
of outdoor gift. That is, experience gifts. 
These kinds of gifts would include the 
aforementioned gun safety class but 
other things as well. Perhaps an annual 
pass for Indiana State Parks for a special 
family member or friend. Maybe it’s a 
fishing license for that favorite college 
student on your list. With winter set-
ting in, passes to Perfect North might 
make sense.  Another option is to look 
into interpretive opportunities at vari-
ous parks. 

I guess at the end of the day what 
matters is a gift that inspires someone 
to get out and take in the wonder of 
the great outdoors. There are countless 
ways to experience the beauty of the 
natural world so if you can give a gift 
this holiday season that helps someone 
do that then it’s gotta be a win.

The staff of the Hendricks County ICON wholeheartedly wish 
you and yours the very best this holiday season. We hope you 
will take some time to appreciate the company of your family 

and friends as you celebrate the spirit of Christmas with its 
seasonal scents, sites and sounds. Our Holiday Gift Guide is 
designed to help you enjoy the richness of our community 
and its spirit of giving. Here's to a very happy and healthy 

holiday season, from our family to yours!

Happy Holidays!

holiday season, from our family to yours!
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There’s something about hearing live 
musicians perform familiar holiday car-
ols that makes people feel all warm and 
fuzzy inside. The Hendricks Symphony 
Orchestra and Chorus plans to deliver 
that and more with “Sounds of the 
Season.” 

The annual holiday concert will be 
held the weekend of Dec. 14th at Calvary 
United Methodist Church in Browns-
burg. The program includes two sec-
tions (Christmas Eve and Christmas) 
and a 30-minute intermission.  

The crowd can expect classic Christ-
mas and holiday music, including Tchai-
kovsky’s “The Nutcracker,” “Jingle All the 
Way,” “Silent Night,” and Handel’s  “Hal-
lelujah Chorus.”

“It is fun music and the audience finds 
it fun. There is probably almost nothing 
that the average person doesn’t know,” 
explains music director Benjamin G. Del 
Vecchio.

He has been conducting since the age 
of 16 (he’s 76) and says it’s hard to nail 
down a favorite arrangement when it 
comes to this holiday concert because 
there are so many to choose from. 

“There is a piece called “Christmas 
Celebration” by Leroy Anderson and it is 
so beautifully orchestrated that it plays 
itself,” said Del Vecchio. 

 “When I end the concert with that 
you can’t be anything but up. That’s the 

only way I can put it. Nobody leaves this 
concert anything but happy,” he said. 

To add to the uplifting mood, Santa 
Claus will be making an appearance. 

“Not just some department store San-
ta. We get the real guy from the North 
Pole. I mean, we don’t fool around here,” 
said Del Vecchio. 

This is the 12th season for the holiday 
concert. Nearly 100 musicians will be 
part of the performance. Del Vecchio 
founded The Hendricks Symphonic So-
ciety in 2007 with a group of local music 
lovers. They had a shared vision to bring 
quality classical music to the area at a 
reasonable cost. 
What: Hendricks Symphony Orchestra 
and Chorus “Sounds of the Season” holi-
day concert
When: Friday, Dec 14th 7:30 p.m.  Sunday, 
Dec. 16 3 p.m.
Where: Calvary United Method-
ist Church   575 W. Northfield Dr., 
Brownsburg.
Tickets: $18 adults, $15 seniors, $7 stu-
dents Preschoolers are free.
Advance tickets: $15 adults, $12 seniors, 
$5 students. 

Tickets may be purchased online at 
www.HendricksSymphony.org or at 
the following locations: Brownsburg, 
Clayton and Danville Public Libraries 
The Hendricks County Flyer Hendricks 
County Branches of State Bank of Lizton 
and North Salem State Bank Advance.

The Hendricks Symphony 
Orchestra and Chorus presents 

‘Sounds of the Season’
220 North Maple Street, Pittsboro, IN 

317-892-4242 • www.davidahallmortuary.com

This time of year is a reminder to us all  

the importance of family. 

Our strength is based on the principle of  

our family serving yours.

From our family to yours  
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays

Eric, Erin and  
Evelyn Bell
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Gift Card

1-866-6CAMPIN 
(1-866-622-6746) 
www.CAMP.IN.gov

Indiana State Park Inns

Indiana Dunes State ParkAuthorized Signature
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GOLDEN  
HOOSIER  
PASSPORT

2019GHP0000001

$99
GIFT PACK

Includes:

• 2019 Annual Entrance Permit (resident)

• Your choice of a $65 Inn  

or Camp gift card

• 1 year subscription to  

Outdoor Indiana Magazine. 

GIVE GIFTS  

THAT LAST  
ALL YEAR

$25 and up INN Gift Cards 
$25 and up CAMP Gift Cards 

$50 Annual Entrance Permit
                                                               (resident) 

MAKE IT A BUNDLE

GIFT CARDS AND PASSES

GIFT GUIDE

$25 Golden Hoosier Passport
                     (residents who are 65 years and older)

SAVE $31

Brown County State Park
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2019
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Memories made naturally.
INDIANA STATE PARKS   

Order online at InnsGifts.com or 
by calling 1.877.LODGES 1 (1.877.563.4371)
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ON
AN OPTION

7724 Depot St.  
McCordsville, Indiana 

We took a break from raking leaves 
to go antiquing in McCordsville. On 
a whim we stopped at Trax BBQ for 
lunch. Located in the same building as 
Scarlet Lane Brewing Company, Trax is 
known of its smoked meats and house-
made sides and sauces. The menu 
reads, “This is a scratch BBQ joint.” 

We placed orders at the counter for 
the Cuban and a side of green beans. 
Our “Sammie’s” were full of pulled 
pork, ham, Swiss cheese and pickles 
on French bread grilled with good ‘ole 
yellow butter. The green beans were 

fresh and slow cooked. Each bite was 
full of goodness.

We’ll definitely make this a regular 
stop on our next antique excursion... 
maybe a break from shoveling snow. 

WHERE I DINE

 
Plainfield 

 
BJ’s Restaurant & 
Brewhouse in Avon.

 
My go-to order is the Fresh Mozzarella 
& Tomato Salad and a Mini Deep Dish 
Sweet Pig Pizza. A lot of times we’ll 

order their signature dessert, The 
Pizookie, for the table.  It’s amazing!  

 
I like BJ’s because it has a fun 
atmosphere whether you’re with 
the family for lunch or on a date 
night.  The menu is extensive; there 
is something for everyone. They also 
have a rewards program through 
their mobile App where they offer 
promotions and discounts.

 
91 N. Maple St., Pittsboro

Barista: Kaylee Proctor, North Salem

BEHIND BARS

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
foodie. She can be reached at 
FAITHonFOOD@icontimes.com. 
Follow on Instagram and Twitter @
FAITHonFOOD #FAITHonFOOD.

7565 E US HWY 36 • (317) 272-5323

Not vaild with any other offer. Exp. 12/15/2018. 
 Valid at Avon, IN location only

15% OFF 
YOUR NEXT PURCHASE

Not vaild with any other offer. Exp. 12/15/2018. 
Valid at Avon, IN location only

BUY 1 SHAKE OR SMOOTHIE 
GET THE SECOND 

50% OFF

Place a preorder for your holiday treats

WELCOME TO

Delicious

Coupon valid at these local Culver’s Restaurants:

Culver’s  
of  Plainfield
170 South Perry Road
Plainfield, IN 46168
317-839-2100

Culver’s  
of  Greenwood
320 IN-135
Greenwood, IN 46142
317-881-2400

© 2016 Culver Franchising System, Inc. PEPSI and the Pepsi Globe are registered trademarks of PepsiCo, Inc. 12/16 
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During certain times of year, 
we are reminded to be grateful. 

We have holidays to celebrate with family gather-
ings and joyous events of all types to bring smiles 
and laughter to our lives. Wouldn’t it be nice if we 
could find joy in everything, every day?

Have you ever complained about a rainy 
day, or the cold? I certainly have, and what I’ve 
learned to realize over the years, having over-
come many hardships, is that each and every 
hardship, each and every rainy or cold day, had 
some positive impact, regardless of whether I 
could see it in the moment or not. Had I been 
able to see the benefits of the negative events 
in my life at the time, it would have been easier 
dealing with them. And that has been one of 
the most valuable lessons of my life.

I now do my best to remember that when 
something bad happens, there is good to come 
out of it. Our perspective is the reality we give 
any situation, so if I believe something good will 
come out of something bad, then the bad is ac-
tually good, right? And if we view everything and 
anything as good, then how likely is it that more 
good things will come our way? I believe, “There 
is a silver lining in every cloud.” Remember the 
saying, “April showers bring May flowers?” There 
is some wisdom behind these quaint sayings.

Many of us joke when it is hot and humid in the 

summer, that we will soon be complaining about 
the cold and snow. And after just a few weeks of 
freezing temperatures and snowy and icy roads, 
we long for winter to end and for the warmth to 
return. Does that mean we can never be happy? 
There is much research that shows that our brain 
chemistry changes according to our thoughts. 
When we are sad, stressed, or merely thinking 
negative thoughts, we secrete certain hormones 
that are harmful to our bodies, with negative ef-
fects on our sleep, mood, heart rate, blood pres-
sure, and more. The good news is that maintain-
ing positive thoughts, doing things that are joyful, 
getting good sleep, and exercising, will all help re-
verse the negative effects of stress and negativity.

What is the takeaway from all this? How about 
looking at everything that happens in your life as 
being positive. You didn’t get where you are with-
out having to overcome some trying times, and 
when you look back at the darker days, you see 
that there was light on the other side of them, 
and you are stronger and wiser. You see, bad re-
ally can be good, after all. How cool is that?

When the bad is good
LIFE'S 

CHOICES

Karl Zimmer IIIis an author, speaker, and Board 
Certified Hypnotist. His company, Zimmer 
Success Group (Z-Success.com), isin Plainfield. 
Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, 
treat, or cure any condition or illness.

10090 East US Highway 36
Suite D

Avon, IN 46123
Board Certified 
Plastic Surgeon

          Our Gift to You

Now’s the time for a NEW YOU!
Board certified plastic surgeon offering:

FREE
Consultations!

 
317-399-4567!

405 West Main Street • Plainfield
Monday - Thursday
7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Friday - Saturday
7:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

FREE
Handcrafted Soda
w/ any purchase

Expires 12/31/18

Best
Tenderloin
in town!

oasisdiner.com
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Once again the holi-
days are upon us. Some of us enjoy this 
time of year. We love the hustle, bustle, 
parties and gathering we experience. 
But even if you love this time of year you 
might have a little trepidation about holi-
days and trying to keep up your activity 
routine and not gain weight during all 
the festivities.

It is possible to make progress towards 
your health goals during this busy time 
and with the firm resolution to taking care 
of you.

 | Before you head out to a 
party or gathering consider how the event 
will flow. You might even call the hostess 
or check with the party planner to inquire 
about the menu. If you know what is go-
ing to be on the buffet table or the menu, 
you can plan how the offerings fit into 
your plan. If you have the opportunity to 
take a dish to the event, prepare an offer-
ing that fits within your plan.

 | Try not to go to an event 
on an empty stomach. By eating a snack 
before the event, you won’t be as hungry 
and can concentrate on networking and 

talking to old and new acquaintances in-
stead of hitting the buffet table. Even a 
low calorie granola bar eaten before the 
party won’t wreck your plans but will help 
set you up for restraint and success.

 | This is a rec-
ipe for overindulgence. By the time you 
arrive, you will be so hungry you could 
eat the whole buffet table. You need to 
maintain your normal schedule as much 
as possible and can even cut back a little 
on meals and snacks but fasting prior to a 
big event usually doesn’t go according to 
your plan.

 | This is 
an easy tip and helps you limit quantities. 
Instead of choosing a large dinner plate, 
choose a smaller salad plate. Mentally pic-
ture your normal portion size then place 
only half on your plate.

 | Enjoying a cocktail 
or adult beverage can fit into your plans. 
Just watch quantity and how many you 
consume. Alcohol calories can add up 
quickly and leave you hungry.

| If you are the cook of the 
event, use broth to baste your turkey in-
stead of drippings or sauté the onions and 
celery for your stuffing instead of using 

fat. Using this trick you can save over 800 
calories on your recipe. 

 | Plan your ac-
tivity into the day of your event. Take a 
walk after the dishes are done. Or park 
farther out in the parking lot. Being physi-
cally active helps you keep focused on 
your goals and committed to taking care 
of you.

| Don’t waste 
your calories on something that doesn’t 
look interesting and make sure you are 
eating for the right reasons. Enjoy the 
tastes of the season and all the great food 
just in smaller quantities.

Worried the holidays will derail your weight loss goals?
NUTRITION

Martha Rardin, MSM, RDN, CD, FAND, is 
Director of Nutrition and Dietetics for 
Hendricks Regional Health. Her goal is to 
share ideas about how to eat healthier, 
increase activity and inspire others.

It Adds Up!2.65%
APY*
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FREE 
for LIFE!**

+ Free ATMs Anywhere!
+ Unlimited Check Writing
+ Free Online Banking
+ Free Billpay
+ Free Logo Checks
+ Free Official Checks
+ Debit Card
+ Interest Paid Monthly 

1.35%
APY*

Platinum Plus 

ON BALANCES $10,000-$100,000

1.75%
APY*

ON BALANCES OVER $100,000+

INTEREST CHECKING

+ Free ATMs Anywhere!
+ Unlimited Check Writing
+ No Minimum Balance Required
+ Free Online, Mobile Banking
+ Free Billpay, Debit Card
+ IDProtect® Fraud Protection²
+ Cellular Telephone Protection¹
+ $hopping Rewards™
+ Debit Advantage™¹
+ Up to $10,000 Accidental Death &

Dismemberment Insurance¹
+ Health Discount Savings
+ Travel & Leisure Program

*Annual Percentage Yields (APY) advertised are accurate as of 11/7/2018.. 23 MONTH CD: Interest rates are set 
at the time the CD is opened and cannot change. Annual Percentage Yield is 2.65%, assumes principal and 
interest remain on deposit for the term of the certificate. Penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. 
Advertised rate and APY are offered at the bank’s discretion and may change without notice. Fees could reduce 
earnings on the account. $500 minimum opening deposit. Rates apply to the initial term only. The CD is 
automatically renewed into a 23 Month Standard CD. Not available to Public Funds, Brokers or Financial 
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The Crews Legacy
Tom & Delores Crews believed in giving back. Their fund supports 13 
different nonprofits every year, including the Amo High School Alumni 
Association, the IU Foundation and St. Jude Children’s Hospital.   Tom and 
Delores have since passed, but their legacy lives on through the impact 
their fund makes on people near and far.

Just like Tom and Delores, you can support a cause YOU care about—
Contact HCCF today!

317.268.6240
www.hendrickscountycf.org

I truly enjoy just about 
any activity that gets me outdoors. Hunt-
ing, fishing, hiking, camping… doesn’t mat-
ter what. I want to be outside whenever 
I can. Location isn’t a huge factor either. I 
enjoy walking the banks of the Wabash as 
much as I do the trails at McCloud. 

Recently I’ve noticed a couple of things 
that seem to be true and it doesn’t matter 
if I’m walking a bike path along White Lick 
Creek or a bluff above Sugar Creek. 

The first think I’ve noticed is more wild-
life. More birds, deer, coyotes, eagles, 
hawks, etc. This is a good thing.

The second thing is not so good. That is 
the abundance of trash. I’ve walked up on 
discarded clothes dryers, tires, mattresses 
and bags of trash. I’ve never understood 
this and never been ok with this. And yet 
it’s getting worse. 

This summer I took one of my sons on an 
eight day camping/road trip through South 
Dakota, Montana and Wyoming. Even in 
the great Yellowstone we witnessed folks 
disrespecting the woods and the wild. 

What I want to focus on here is the  
Seven Principles. 

To me and my sons the above is common 
sense. It is a part of who we are as I have 
taught these principles to my children since 
they were toddlers. It is second nature to me 
as well because my father taught me these 
things when I was a child. Now might be an 
appropriate time to break down the last five 
or six decades of cultural decline that have 
led to a place where such knowledge is no 
longer passed from generation to genera-
tion. However, I think we’ll stick to a brief 
break down of the tenants above. 

The idea is to leave the woods as you 
found them; with literally no trace you 
were there. Planning your trip is simple 
enough. Dress for the weather and condi-
tions. Flip flops won’t work on challenging 
trails, for example. 

Camping on durable surfaces is about 
impact. It can also be about safety. The idea 
is to find a flat, firm patch of ground to set 
up camp. It will make your sleep time more 
enjoyable as well as minimize the impact of 
your tent. 

If you bring it in, take it out. That’s easy 
enough. It also ties into the campfire ideas. 
Trash of any kind should not be burned in 
the fire. Trash should be carried out and dis-
posed of properly. The fire is for heat, cook-
ing and ambiance. It needs to be safely con-
tained by a fire ring or a ring made of rocks. 
It should also only be as big as is necessary. 

As far as the wildlife goes, watch them, 
appreciate them and leave them alone. It’s 
important to remember that, when in the 
woods, we’re in their home. As such, we 
should act as guests. This includes other 
visitors. Presumably we’re all there for the 
same purpose...to enjoy the outdoors. A 
great way to do that is to respect the time 
and space around other people. 

See? Common sense stuff. 
I have never expected others to enjoy the 

outdoors the same way I do. To that point, 
if we all agree on a few simple ground rules 
then everyone can enjoy the outdoors.

Taking care of the outdoors

Greg is an outdoor enthusiast who lives 
and works as a realtor in Plainfield. 
You can reach him at gregoryamayo@
gmail.com

OUTDOORS
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It’s hard to imagine 
the Christmas season without beautiful 
poinsettias, isn’t it? Grown by the millions, 
available in over a hundred varieties and 
dozens of colors, the poinsettia is a cheery 
splash of color in homes and businesses.

Poinsettias are native to Mexico, found 
in the wild down the entire Pacific coast 
as well as in the interior of the country. In 
nature, they are perennial flowering shrubs 
that can reach 10 feet tall. They are part of 
the Euphorbia family, and broken stems 
ooze a milky sap which can cause a skin 
reaction for people with latex allergies. Al-
though widely believed to be poisonous, 
they are not.  A 50-pound child would have 
to eat over five hundred of the bitter-tasting 
leaves to have any side effects.

Joel Roberts Poinsett, a botanist, physi-
cian, and the first United States Ambassa-
dor to Mexico, introduced the poinsettia to 
the United States in 1828. He sent cuttings 
of the plant to his home in Charleston, 
South Carolina, where they were grown in 
his greenhouse. They were known only by 
their botanical name, Euphorbia pulcher-
rima, which means “very beautiful”. William 
Prescott, a historian and horticulturist, as 
asked to give the increasingly popular plant 
a new name, so he named it the poinsettia 
in honor of Joel Poinsett’s discovery.

Paul Ecke Jr. is considered the father of 
the poinsettia industry. In the early 1900s, 
the Ecke family grew poinsettias outdoors 
for use as landscape plants in Southern Cali-
fornia and as cut flowers. He first discovered 
a technique that caused seedlings of the 
normally lanky plants to branch, resulting in 
a fuller, more attractive plant. This allowed 

the poinsettia industry to flourish, and the 
method was kept secret until 1991 when 
the method was published by a university 
graduate student and competition from 
Europe resulted in a decrease of Ecke’s share 
of the market.  Today, the Ecke Ranch grows 
over 70% of the poinsettias purchased in 
this country and about 50 percent of the 
plants purchased worldwide.

Poinsettias are traditional Christmas 
plants that will last well beyond the season. 
Choosing a healthy plant is the first step in 
having a long-lasting decoration for your 
home. Choose a plant with dark green foli-
age and bracts (the colored modified leaves) 
that are completely colored. Avoid plants 
with fallen or yellowed leaves, or droop-
ing or wilting, as they have most likely been 
exposed to cold in shipment. Chose plants 
that have not been crowded or displayed 
close together, as that can cause premature 
bract loss. Finally, check the true flower ma-
turity. They are located in the middle of the 
bracts. If they are green or red-tipped, the 
bloom will “hold” longer than if yellow pol-
len is covering the flowers. Transport them 
home “sleeved” or covered, in a warm car to 
avoid cold shock.

Water just when the soil is dry, provide 
bright light, and you will be able to enjoy 
your poinsettia for weeks and perhaps 
even months!

Nothing says Christmas like 
the Poinsettia

GARDENING

LIFESTYLE

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience 
in the landscaping business. Contact him at 
jchapinlandscaping@gmail.com

TsT Construction 
Tip of the Month  By Tom S. Truesdale

               

 

TsT Construction
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Brownsburg, IN • email: tom@tst-construction.com
website: tst-construction.com

Bath Renovations - Part 2
Last month I described a wide range of ideas 
regarding renovations and updates to the 
Bathroom and how investment in these projects 
will pay back immediately with the value and 
resale appeal of your home.
This month I would like to discuss some of the 
planning strategies and logistics involved with 
completing Bathroom update and renovation projects.
Below I have listed some details that if addressed 
prior to start of construction will help your project 
be a success.
Planning/Design

and scope development prior to beginning 
your project.

accessibility and carefully review the 

options that will add long-term value to 
your home.

necessary depending on the age of the 
home. Consider this during the scope 
development phase and if needed include 
this update in your project.

guidance and advise.
Think about logistics and interruption

small update or renovation will cause 
interruption that needs to be understood 
prior to the start of the project. Even 
the simplest renovation usually takes a 
minimum of 5 to 7 days to complete.

make plans to use others rooms during 
the renovation.

Define and detail your budget hand in hand 
with scope development.

guidance and advise.

simply by choosing alternate products and 
materials.

SAMPLES, SAMPLES, SAMPLES

colors and levels of quality to review before 
purchase of materials.
For example:

 
- custom or factory

thought and planning needs to take place before 

have provided give you a good foundation of 
where to start. Of course never hesitate to contact 

provide development and delivery services for 
your Bathroom Renovation project.
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Journey into nature

Wherever you go, a va-
cation is a way to escape reality and ex-
perience something new. While getting 
away usually means heading to a bus-
tling city or relaxing at the spa or beach, 
sometimes what we really need is a jour-
ney into nature. Plan a time to discon-
nect from everyday stress or technology 
and re-connect with your surroundings.  
Check out our top vacation spots for na-
ture lovers around the world!

 is Canada’s first 
national park, located in the Rocky 
Mountains. Spanning more than 2,564 
miles, there are endless opportunities to 
connect with nature here. Choose from 
activities such as hiking, camping, skiing 
or scenic drives. Can’t decide which ter-
rain to explore? That’s fine! There’s Rocky 
Mountain peaks, turquoise glacier-fed 
lakes and meadows of wildflowers. 
Visit Lake Louise or Moraine Lake for a 
picture-perfect mountainous backdrop 
with luscious green trees and an idyllic 
lake with the richest shade of blue wa-
ter. Let all the views put you at ease.

Declared a biosphere reserve by 
UNESCO in 1978, -

 is almost completely uncon-
taminated by the outside world, making 
it one of the most beautiful places. The 
diverse terrain consists of teal lakes, 
soaring snow-capped mountains, flow-
ing rivers, waterfalls, glaciers, forests 
and wildlife. Whether you are an animal 
enthusiast or an adventurous spirit, the 
30 different species of animals that live 
here (including the llama lookalike, the 
guanaco) coupled with the iconic tower-
ing granite over a teal lake will take your 
breath away and leave you speechless

Home to the most incredible natural 
phenomenon, the wildebeest migration, 

 is a must-visit 
destination for nature and animal lov-
ers. More than a million wildebeest and 
hundreds of thousands of zebras follow 

the rainfall in their fight for survival dur-
ing their migration to Maasai Mara. Even 
if you don’t get to witness the actual 
migration, there is plenty of wildlife to 
watch in their natural habitat. If you’re 
lucky, you might catch a lion attacking 
its prey or a giraffe drinking from a wa-
tering hole. The undeniable beauty of 
these creatures will humble you

Known as one of Iceland’s most iconic 
landmarks,  is a unique 
form of paradise. The journey there is 
not for the faint of heart - full of dirt 
roads, volcanic deserts and river cross-
ings, but the view at the final destina-
tion is beyond worth it. The volcanic, 
bright green formation stands out 
among its surroundings of black volca-
nic soil with snow-capped mountains 
in the distance. It is the perfect scene to 
remind you of how beautiful the world is 
and how small your troubles are.

At the southern tip of Mexico’s Baja 
California peninsula, you’ll find . 
The 200-foot grand rock formation is 
in the shape of an arch and looks as 
though it is an entryway to a world be-
yond as it hovers over the spot where 
the Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Cortez 
come together. Go snorkeling under the 
arch and discover the beautiful reefs 
and various types of fish; you may even 
encounter a sea lion! Take a water taxi, 
glass-bottom boat or a kayak to reach 
this beautiful landmark.

Where has your favorite place to 
experience nature?  We would like to 
know.  Leave a comment on our blog at 
MagnifiedVacationsBlog.com or drop 
us a line at wgott@cruiseone and tell us 
what and where.

Will and Nikki Gott are owners of 
Magnified Vacations CruiseOne, a 
locally owned and operated Travel 
Agency, located in Avon.

Large 1 topping traditional  
crust pizza and an order  

of breadsticks

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

$1499

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE = 
DIFFERENCE MAKER

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 12/15/18

Buy one dozen get  

3 FREE Donuts
One coupon per customer. Coupon has no value. Expires 1/12/19.
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To help address pet overpopulation, 
Misty Eyes Animal Center, 616 S. Dan Jones 
Rd, Avon, is currently in the process of start-
ing up a new outreach initiative called the 
Impact Program. Volunteers will be taking 
a fun and engaging approach for targeting 
the youth and families, traveling to areas 
where they are most needed to provide 
education on responsible pet ownership. 

Misty Eyes will not only concentrate on 
pet overpopulation and the importance 
to spay or neuter, but will also tackle some 
other subjects, including chained and out-

door dogs, medical care, and careers in 
animal-related fields that children may want 
to pursue. Volunteers will also be working 
to fulfill the Misty Eyes mission statement 
of using pets and people to teach kind-
ness toward all living things.  Misty Eyes will 
provide all training and supplies, and only 
ask that volunteers will commit four hours 
a month to the program and attend meet-
ings on the first Wednesday of every other 
month. For more information, visit www.
mistyeyes.org/impact-program, and/or 
email Renee@mistyeyes.org.

ICONICbriefs
 

The 7th Annual Everyday Souperheroes 
Cook-Off will be Sunday, Dec. 2, 1- 4 p.m., 
at the Hendricks Power Expo Hall (Hen-
dricks County 4-H Fairgrounds & Confer-
ence Complex).

Proceeds of the event will benefit the 
Hendricks County Food Pantry Coalition. 
Enjoy a meal while watching the Hen-
dricks County’s public safety agencies go 
head-to-head in cook- off competition.  
Last year’s event raised over $5,400 for the 
HCFPC, which consists of 20 food pantries, 
one hygiene pantry and three pet pan-
tries.  There will also be a corn-hole tour-
nament.  The Indianapolis Colts game will 
also be made available on TV.

Tickets may be purchased at the door 
and are $1 each or receive one ticket for 
each donated can good or non-perishable 
item.  Tickets are then used to try all the 
different soups, stews, chili and cupcakes 
made by the contestants. For more infor-
mation, contact Christi Patterson at cpat-
terson@pittsboropolice.org.

Retired IMPD officer, Tim Horty, has 
accepted the director position at the In-
diana Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) 
in Plainfield.

After retiring as director for the India-
napolis Metropolitan Police Department, 
Horty joined the United States Attorney’s 
Office for the Southern District of Indiana. 
There he served as coordinator and public 
information officer from 2007 until Novem-
ber 2018 when he resigned to accept the 
director position with the ILEA..

“Tim is exceptionally well qualified – by 
his formal education and his exemplary 
years of law enforcement experience - to 
shepherd the ILEA into a new era of training 
excellence,” said Doug Carter, superinten-
dent of the Indiana State Police. “His leader-
ship, organizational and consensus build-
ing skills combined with his level headed 
matter-of-fact approach to problem solving 
make him an ideal fit to be the Director of 
the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy.”

The Sports Turf Management Association 
(STMA), a non-profit association of sports 
field managers, has selected Avon High 
School’s varsity soccer field as one its 13 
“Field of the Year” winners.  Each year, the 
committee selects the natural grass playing 
surface that exemplifies the STMA mem-

ber’s hard work and dedication to sports 
turf management and their passion for field 
safety and playability, said Kim Heck, CAE, 
CEO of STMA. Matt Dudley is Avon’s athletic 
fields and grounds supervisor. He will receive 
a plaque from STMA at their annual awards 
banquet on Jan. 22 in Phoenix, Arizona.
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SHOP
All That Roofing

Kyle Williams
317.460.1191
Leak Specialist &  
Full Installation

Free Estimates
Reasonable Rates

5 year Workmanship Warranty

• Tear-Offs  • Leak Repairs 
• Metal  • Shingle  • Flashing Works

LICENSED  • BONDED  •  INSURED

Pet Sitting 
Dog Walking

Call or Text 
317-610-6009
Randall Corn, Owner

317-586-2273
1647 East Main Street, Suite E, Plainfield, IN 46168

www.westindy.firstlighthomecare.com

Specializing in Travel Companions  
& Short Term Agreements 58 WEST MAIN STREET 

DANVILLE IN 46122 
317-745-6393

Order 
personalized gifts for Christmas

ADVERTISE TODAY!  
CONTACT GLENN AUGUSTINE  

GLENN@ICONTIMES.COM
(317) 748-4501
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AVON AMERICAN LEGION POST  145 
4812 East Main Street | (317) 386-8911  |  AvonLegion.org 

 

Rental Hall Facilities 
1,277 Sq Ft / 2,437 Sq Ft or 3,715 Sq Ft 
Book Now for Holiday Parties, Birthdays,  

Weddings, Receptions & Business 
Meetings! 

Visit Us or Call (317) 386-8911 

10750 E. US Hwy. 36, Avon
(Next to Crew Car Wash)
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 6pm  

Sat. 8am - 4pm

OIL CHANGE  
SPECIAL

Excludes shop supplies disposal fee, sales tax. Most cars and light trucks. 
Up to 5qts, 5W30 or 5W20 oil. Spin off filters. With coupon only. 

Not valid with any other offers. Present coupon at time of purchase. 
Expires 12/14/18

$2199 Synthetic Blend Only
 

Spend Save
$50-$100 $10
$101-$200 $20
$201-$300 $30
$301-$400 $40
$401-$500 $50
$501-$600 $60
$601-$700 $70
$701-$800 $80
$801-$900 $90
$901-$1000 $100
$1001-$1100 $110
$1101-$1200 $120
$1201-$1300 $130
$1301-$1400 $140
$1401-$1500 $150

GET IT FIXED 
NOW COUPON!

Save up to

$150
on Any Repair

With coupon only. Not valid with any other offer. 
Expires 12/14/18

OLD BOB’S
10896 East US 36, Avon In 46123

317-271-2266 | www.oldbobs.com
www.facebook.com/oldbobs | @oldbobs

Store hours: Weekday: 9 a.m - 6 p.m.;  
Saturday 9 a.m. - 5  p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wild Bird Supplies Savings

20%
OFF

all houses and feeders
15 %

OFF
all specialty mixes

Offer good until December 15, 2018

Tues. 8-3 • Wed.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3
6313 Rockville Road, Indianapolis

www.brendascakes.com

Brenda’s Cakes  
     and Catering

 Let us make your 
holiday cakes  
and desserts. 

Order now!  
317-244-1241

Enjoy the Holiday’s at Heritage Lake
www.carolynsabean.com Carolyn Sabean 317-796-1508

“Count on 
Carolyn”
for local 
market 

expertise to 
buy or sell 
a Heritage 
Lake home. 
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1. “Absolutely!”
4. Colts enthusiast
7. Awestruck
12. It’s a job
13. Green prefix
14. Simon Property Group places
15. Cook with a liquor?
17. TV sports awards
18.  “Gold” in a Danville HS 

Spanish class
19. Russian ruler
20. Fever org.
21. Famous ___ (cookie guy)
23. Burst of light
25. High point
28. Near depletion
30. Famous falls
32. Frighten
33. Merchant’s booth
35. “Dear” fellow
36. Prohibit ostriches?

39. Tide type
42. Chateau Thomas grape
43. Shinbone
47. Wunderkind
49. Vancouver hockey pro
50. With skill
51. A Marx brother
54. Miles away, like Evansville
55. Tiff
57. Eiteljorg Museum tribe
59. To and ___
60. Patronize Flap Jack’s
62.  U.S. Senator-elect and 

anagram of 15- and 36-Across
64. Tri-West HS assignment
65. Avon-to-New Castle dir.
66. Tin’s House sushi fish
67. Brickyard Billiards shot
68. Not him
69. Tic-tac-toe loser

DOWN
1. Beatle bride
2.  James Whitcomb Riley’s “before”
3. Red Curb Comedy bit
4. Untamed
5. Fancy Hare Honda brand
6. ___ de plume
7.  Plainfield Christian Church 

prayer ender
8. Long-winded one
9. Indiana State Fair woolly critters
10. Tissue layer
11. Feminine suffix
12. Pacers pregame practice
15. Wild swine
16. “Unfit to view at your desk” abbr.
20. Egg beater
22. Mess maker
24. Pig’s sniffer
26. IU Health scan
27.  Brownsburg Farmers Market 

corn unit
29. Giraffe relative

31. Japanese canine
33. Nairobi’s land
34. “If you ask me,” online
37. East on a Lizton map
38. 1492 ship
39. Air-quality org.
40. Texter’s “Gimme a sec”
41. Reinforce
44. Bills’ home
45. He flew too near the sun
46. Ohio’s tire town
48. Real go-getter
49. Deal with
52. German river
53. Hoosier Park Casino video game
56. ICON news bit
58. Mountain goat
60. Ink-saving abbr.
61. “I knew it!”
62. Verbal shrug
63. Old Olds

Puzzle Time

 See Page 27
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“I can’t wait to open presents in the morn-
ing!” This is what our three-year-old exclaimed 
to us the other night after decorating our 
Christmas tree…the day after Thanksgiving.

My wife and I just looked at each other. 
Uh oh! What did we do? Now she has to 
wait an entire month until the presents 
will be there! #parentfail #sorrykid

Christmas is a great time of year! We 
love getting this season started as quickly 
as possible at my house so that we can 
enjoy the whole month.

The whole Christmas season seems to 
be made up of “hurry up and wait.”

We can feel an urgency as soon as Hal-
loween is over to get decorations out, 
watch Christmas movies, and listen to 
Christmas music. But then we still have a 
month of anticipating the big day!

Waiting is hard. I like the instant world 

we live in. Download a song, order some-
thing online and have it tomorrow, or 
have some of my favorite food delivered 
to me in my home with the click of a but-
ton. Instant can be fun. It’s comfortable 
and convenient. 

I think there is a reason this is a season 
of traditions and meeting with old friends 
and family. It spurs on memories of how 
life used to be. It can be an important 
time of reflecting how far we’ve come. It 
can be a time of preparing for the future.

In the life of the church, Christmastime 
is a season called Advent. Advent is a 
time of waiting and preparing our hearts 
to celebrate love coming into this world 
through God’s only son.

“For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life” John 3:16.

It is a season where the waiting is intentional.  

The question is what do you do while 
you wait? Recently I was in the a wait-
ing room at a doctor’s office. I was on my 
phone and then my phone told me how 
long I had been on it that day so I put it 
down, only to look around and see ev-
eryone else’s noses in their phones while 
they also waited.  

I got to thinking, do we waste our wait-
ing time? 

This Christmas season I am going to try 
and wait well. What do I mean? I want to 
hear the story of Christmas and every-
thing that goes into it—and not just the 
part that Linus says at the end of the Char-
lie Brown Christmas Special—I want to be 
intentional with my church family each 
week as we look at what it means to have 
the hope, peace, joy, and love that comes 
from knowing God. I want to be prepared 
to share it with others. I want to listen to 
the amazing simplicity that the God of 

creation wants to be with us.
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give 

you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with 
child and bear a son, and she will call His 
name Immanuel (which means God with 
us)” Isaiah 7:14.

When the wait is over on Christmas Eve, 
as I hold a lighted candle and sing Silent 
Night, I want to embrace the reality that 
love came down through Jesus; that it is 
His light that shines so brightly in a dark 
world; and then I can help to shine His 
light throughout the rest of the year.

Embrace the Waiting
DEVOTIONAL

Alex Hersey is the pastor of The Branches 
Church in Plainfield. Contact him at alex.
hershey@iamthebranches.com or  
Twitter @alexhershey.

 

Jake Perry is director of 
student ministries at West Bridge Church, 
1521 S. CR 75 W., Danville. He and his wife 
along with a team of volunteers help stu-
dents grades 7-12 become devoted follow-
ers of Jesus. Perry graduated with a degree 
in business administration from Spring Ar-
bor University where he met his wife, Ellie. 
The couple lives in Danville with their Aire-
dale Terrier, Sadie, and gold tabbycat Jax. 

In his free time, Perry said he enjoys walks 
with his wife around town, playing and coach-
ing basketball, and watching his favorite 
team, the University of Michigan Wolverines.

 Growing up as a pastors kid I 
actually never did want to be a pastor! It 
wasn’t until my senior year in high school 
when I was at an all worship night with my 
peers that God really showed me what He 
wanted for me to do for Him. He broke me 
down in tears and I told Him I’ll give my life 
up for Him in whatever way He wanted. Af-
ter that there were definite battles where I 
wanted to do whatever I wanted instead of 
what God wanted me to do for Him and in 
those seasons when I wasn’t obedient to the 
conviction I. my life’s calling and purpose 
that God gave me I was not as joyful then 
when I was intentionally walking side by 
side with my creator in obedience to help 
point others to Jesus.

-
I personally grow spiritually by spending 

time with The Lord of life. Whether through 

prayer like a phone conversation with my 
best friend, getting in His word, The Bible, 
to read what Jesus’ teachings were while He 
was here on Earth and what God’s heart for 
his creation is, going on prayer walks with 
my wife around Danville, or just resting in 
His presence asking Him to reveal my Heart 
and to align it with His. I believe that the 
more I spend intentional time with Jesus, 
walking in His presence, the more I under-
stand His heart for others and the world, 
and the more I understand His heart, the 
more I get to know God. Jesus tells His dis-
ciples that “I am the way, the truth and the 
life” and that “no one comes to the father 
except through me.” (John 14:6,7).

-
 I think the great-

est challenge the church is facing today 
is the game of playing church. One of the 
things I try to constantly communicate to 
my friends here at West Bridge Youth is that 
Jesus doesn’t just want to be your God, He 
wants to be your friend. He wants a per-
sonal relationship with you and wants you 
to be able to freely share everything in life 
with Him. He already knows our hearts but 
when we are opening up and allowing His 
spirit to work in our lives the way He wants 
it, we are going to see Jesus working in us 
and through us to be a blessing in our lives 
and a blessing to others He places in our 
lives. Jesus wants all of you. All of the time. 
Not just on Sunday morning.

I would love ev-
eryone to be a part of any church! I believe 

that The Church is a blessing that Christ 
gave us because He knew the difficulties life 
brings and how when we are living by our-
selves the enemy Satan is prowling around 
like a lion looking to get in the way of our 
relationship with God. At West Bridge, we 
are a group of welcoming, encouraging, 
supporting, and loving imperfect people 
that are doing the best we can to point one 
another to Jesus. I love this church because 
it realizes that nobody had it all together 
yet our Lord does and we have the awe-

some opportunity to praise Him and thank 
Him for everything He has done for us even 
though we didn’t deserve it.

(317) 745-2266
westbridgedanville.com

Youth director encourages a personal relationship with Jesus

Ellie and Jake Perry.  (Submitted Photo)

WHERE WE 
WORSHIP

SACRED SPACE
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Hodson’s spirit of giving back  
is a year-round endeavor 

For the past 10 years, Don Hodson has 
played Santa for Avon’s Christmas celebra-
tion, but his spirit of giving back goes 
beyond suiting up once a year to hear 
Christmas wishes.  The lifelong Hendricks 
County resident is also a founder of both 
this event and the annual Avon Heritage 
Festival. Hodson is also an active volun-
teer with Project ANGEL, a non-profit or-
ganization that collects donations of food 
and money for needy families during the 
holiday season.

Hodson retired from a career in sales 
after 40 years and has been the Washing-
ton Township Trustee since 2011. He at-
tended Plainfield High School and gradu-
ated from Wabash College with a degree 
in political science and speech. An Eagle 
Scout and former Scoutmaster of Troop 
392, Hodson has been a member of BSA 
for 58 years. 

-
 Passion- Anything I get involved in or 

any task I take on, I go all in.  

 
Dishonesty and constant complaining.

 The people-they are 
friendly and always step up to help when 
called upon.

 
Honestly, there is nowhere else I would 
like to live.  I especially love the Avon com-
munity.

Probably spending more 
time with family and friends who are 
gone.  After my wife died my whole per-
spective of life changed. We were very 
close, but until her passing, I never real-
ized how you need to tell people you love 
them and cherish every minute you have 
with them. Don’t take your time with for 
granted!

I would travel more with 

my family. We have been able to do that 
in the past, but being retired has put a 
damper on that.

Seeing my 
kids and grandkids accomplish their goals 
and tasks they take on.

 
My most fa-
vorite would 
be London.  
We were 
able to 
go to 
Europe 
two 
years 
ago and 
it was 
my favor-
ite place.

What 
little idle 
time I have 
is spent with 
family and 
I also like to 
read, especially, 
biographies.

  
Someone being 
insin-
cere 
or 
dis-

honest. I like to believe in people and trust 
them.  When I find out different about 
them, that makes me very angry.

 
Read or watch a movie

-
 

The love of my life 
was and still is 

my wife, my kids 
and grandkids.

-
  Dr. Maggie 

Hoernemann, I 
admire her peo-

ple’s skills. Because 
of the way she in-

teracts with people, 
she is respected by 
her staff, students 
and the public.  When 
she became super-

intendent of Avon 
Schools she inherited a 

very fractured school cor-
poration and community. 

She has turned that environ-
ment around.

 Being 
straightforward 

and honest.

 The 
same

Decorating my house at Christmas; for the 
past 30 years I have covered my house 
and yard so it looks like my idol, Clark 
Griswald’s house.

Probably 
heights

 My wedding and watching my 
kids and grandkids grow up and achieve 
their goals.

 To be able to convince every-
one that it’s better to communicate in a 
respectful and civil manner and that com-
promise is not an evil word-instead of tak-
ing the attitude-“my way or the highway”. 
I try hard to do that but it is a challenge.

 I know that if needed, I can rely 
on them being there

That’s a hard one.  I guess 
maybe Lincoln and FDR.  Both of them 
surrounded themselves with people who 
had many different opinions and sought 
their candid advise. Having read biogra-
phies and books on both and how they 
did that, I used that same approach when 
I became township trustee. In asking 
folks to run for township board, serve as 
department heads and others who have 
served on committees and as advisors, we 
have been able to serve the citizens in the 
best possible way.

  Not being 
able to take that trip to Alaska with my 
wife that we planned to do.  She passed 
away a month before we were to go.

 I have always 
tried to live by the Golden Rule.  Also by 
one of the tenets of the Boy Scouts-any-
thing I have taken on, I have always tried 
to leave it better than I found it.
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theRECORD - HC OBITUARIES
AVON

Malcolm Leon Bingham, 76, passed away Nov. 
11, 2018. He was born Jan. 14, 1942. Service in-
formation is not available at this time.

Laurabel Pruitt, 100, passed away Nov. 12, 2018. She 
was born Feb. 25, 1918. Services were held Nov. 17 
at Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, Danville.

Jennifer Lewis, 37, passed away Nov. 15, 2018. 
She was born July 30, 1981. Services were held 
Nov. 19 at Conkle Funeral Home, Speedway.

Thomas J. Freije, 85, passed away Nov. 
7, 2018. He was a veteran of the U.S. 

Air Force. Services were held Nov. 
14 at Matthews Mortuary.

Phyllis M. Blanton, 82, passed away Nov. 19, 2018. 
She was born April 18, 1936. Services were held 
Nov. 24 at Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg.

Reta Von Long, 76, passed away Nov. 20, 2018. 
She was born May 19, 1942. Services were held 
Nov. 26 at Weaver & Randolph Funeral Home, 
Clayton.

Barbara Sue Bailey, 71, passed away Nov. 24, 
2018. Services were held Nov. 27 at Faith Bap-
tist Church, Avon.

Roberta J. Housefield, 99, passed away Nov. 18, 
2018. She was born Oct. 27, 1919. Services were held 
Nov. 24 at Northview Christian Church, Danville.

Hendricks County obituaries are printed free 
of charge and published twice a month.   

Funeral directors are encouraged to send 
obituaries and photos to info@myicon.info.

DENTISTRY FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN
Enjoy the 

Convenience of 
Having All Your 
Family Dental  

Needs in  
One Office!

BROWNSBURG
321 E. Northfield Drive #300

317-852-3176
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm & 2pm-5pm

Now Offering Friday Hours Once a Month
SwartoutDental.com

FREE 
Cosmetic Consult

Learn how your smile can be improved at no charge!
Offer expires 12/15/18

New Patient  
Welcome Special!

$49 
Includes: Exam, X-Rays,  

Teeth Cleaning
Not valid with insurance or government funded dental 
insurance programs. One coupon per family. Not valid 

with any other offers or discounts. Offer expires 12/15/18

Puzzles & Answers
SEE PAGE 24

Breeds: BEAGLE, BOXER, COLLIE, POINTER, 
POODLE, PUG
Opponents: DUKE, ILLINOIS, IOWA, MICHIGAN, 
PURDUE
Plays: EXTRA POINT, FIELD GOAL, SAFETY, 
TOUCHDOWN
Counties: FLOYD, FOUNTAIN, FULTON
Drugstores: CVS, WALGREENS
Month: DECEMBER

Iconic IQ 
ON PAGE 13
1. B
2. B
3. A



$49 
        Gift Card

Heart Scan

A GIFT THAT’S STRAIGHT FROM YOUR HEART TO THEIRS. 

If your loved one is overweight, smokes, or has a family history of heart disease, we have the perfect gift idea:  
a $49 Heart Scan Gift Card from Indiana University Health. There’s no better way to tell them how much you  
love them, and it might just save their life.

To purchase a $49 Heart Scan Gift Card, go to iuhealth.org/heartcard

Avon   |   Bedford   |   Bloomington   |   Carmel   |   Fishers   |   Frankfort   

Indianapolis   |   Lafayette   |   Monticello   |   Muncie   |   Tipton

© 2018 IUHealth  


