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Dr. Monet Bowling and the team of specialists at the Hendricks Regional Health Breast Center are on a mission to 
catch cancer early and help patients become survivors. If a patient is diagnosed with breast cancer, they will be 
seen and evaluated by a fellowship-trained breast surgical oncologist within 24 hours. Every woman has a story. 
Defi ne yours with early detection. Request a 3D mammogram at HENDRICKS.ORG/MAMMOGRAM.

Dr. Monet Bowling
Breast Surgical Oncologist



Avon Gardens

A PL ACE SO EXTRAORDINARY IT WAS FEATURED IN MIDWEST LIVING MAGAZINE
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PLANTS Unusual Perennials, Trees & Shrubs

ART Home Décor, Gifts, Benches & Wall Art

LANDSCAPING Design, Installation & Care

EVENTS Garden Weddings & Receptions

NEW ARRIVALS Fairy garden supplies and

beautiful concrete yard art including finials,

birdbaths, lanterns and animals
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Have any news 
tips? Want to 
submit a calendar 
event? Have a 
photograph to 
share? 
Call Chris Cornwall 
at 317-451-4088 
or email him at 
news@myICON.
info. Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 
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Fighting Alzheimer’s - In an effort to bring awareness to Alzheimer’s Disease, Brownsburg 
Meadows Assisted Living resident Tom Harp rides a teeter totter as BMAL staffer Taylor Shuey looks 
on, on May 5. BMAL staff teeter-tottered for 24 hours to help raise awareness about the illness while 
raising funds for the Alzheimer’s Association.    Photo by Rick Myers

face  
 to face

Q:  What did you 
get/give for  

Mother’s Day?

Well I got house slippers 
and the soft socks that 
make your feet feel 
nice. I got an Outback 

Steakhouse gift certificate, lotion, nail 
polish, lipstick and chocolate. My daughter 
has a good sense of humor and gave me 
a really funny card. It said, “you made me 
what I am today, a smart aleck… and 
beautiful too!”
Mercedes Ax,
Avon

My husband and son 
made breakfast for me 
in the morning. The kids 
also made me a cute little 

picture in preschool. We usually don’t do 
big gifts for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. 
It’s more about doing whatever the parent 
wants to do for the entire day. I did send 
my mom a flower pot painted by the kids 
with some flower seeds and gift certificate 
to the local nursery.

Anna Dieringer,
Avon

I had breakfast served 
to me in the morning. I 
was also given a Bath and 
Bodyworks Collection 

and a single red rose from my son. And I 
received some fabulous cards, even one 
from my puppy.

Leigh Schrier,
Avon

Hendricks 
County ICON 
reaches a vast 
segment of our 
community. 
For information 
about reaching 
our readers, call 
Erin Schwein at 
317-451-4088 or 
email her at erin@icontimes.com.



Sign up online or come in by May 31st 
and we’ll waive the joining fee. 

Get access to the Y’s FREE Play & Learn Centers that provide fun and safe activities to keep kids  
engaged while you work out. Enjoy our  pools, Les Mills BODYPUMPTM, Cycling, Yoga, Zumba® & more. 

THE HENDRICKS REGIONAL HEALTH YMCA
301 Satori Pkwy, Avon 317.273.9622

INDYMCA.ORG - use code YSUMMER17
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COVER STORY By Mark Ambrogi
Hurry Sun-

down Saloon got 
its name from the cowboy motif that was 
popular at the time.

“I turned into a cowboy, bought some 
cowboy boots and cowboy hats,” co-owner 
and manager Jack Woodlock said of the 
opening in 1979.

Eventually the cowboy theme became a 
bit overpowered by Woodlock’s love for rac-
ing however. Hurry Sundown was located in 
the Rockville Plaza Shopping Center, locat-
ed on Girls School Road and Rockville Road, 
on the west side of Indianapolis, not too far 
from Indianapolis Motor Speedway (IMS).

Soon Woodlock began showing 16 mil-
limeter films of old Indy 500 races on loan 
from IMS.

“We would show three or four movies of 
old race highlights every Thursday night,” 
said Woodlock, an Avon resident. “That 
started to bring a lot of the racing crowd in.”

Later, Woodlock said the saloon had one 
of the very first projection televisions. 

“Then we had a 10-foot (satellite) dish out 
back so we got all the races,” Woodlock said.

As the racing crowd continued to grow, 
they started to bring helmets and car parts 
to adorn the walls.

“If someone hit the wall at the Speedway, 
then they would bring a wing or side pod or 
whatever,” Woodlock said. “We just found room 
for them. We even had engines from sprint 
cars.”

This décor led to Hurry Sundown getting 
some national television exposure. 

“I had a 1983 March side pod off of one of 

the Penske cars,” Woodlock said. “I put this 
side pod on the wall and in 1984 got a call 
from someone in England who said they 
were putting a car together to run the Mich-
igan 500. They had a 1983 March (chassis) 
but didn’t have a side pod. March was a hot 
chassis back in that day.”

So Woodlock donated it to Phil Kruger’s 
car for the 1984 Michigan 500.

“They said they would bring it back to 
use on our wall after the race, but he goes 
sideways coming off the last turn and into 
the straightaway. He got hit right in the 
side,” Woodlock said.

Needless to say, he never saw the piece 
again,

The announcer, Bob Jenkins, pointed out 
that it came from Woodlock’s bar. Woodlock 
was well known to announcers as he used 
to assist the ESPN crew.

In the late 1980s, Hurry Sundown 
changed its name to Chevy’s and began us-
ing a 1950s and ’60s theme. Most of the car 
parts were returned at that time.

“It was successful but everybody missed 
the Sundown,” Woodlock said.

He said it was just time for a change. Lat-
er, Chevrolet made Woodlock and his part-
ners change the bar name and it became 
The Hop two years later.

Woodlock would help sponsor sprint 
cars, including one by Tim Coffeen, who was 
also a long time crew member for Newman-
Haas.

“I went to Phoenix for an Indy-car race 
and Tim Coffeen said Mr. (Richard) Ham-
mond wants to see you,” Woodlock said. “I 

went over to the pit and they had my logo 
on the rear wing of the car. I said, ‘Mr. Ham-
mond I can’t afford to do that.’ He said, ‘Oh, 
buy me a beer sometime.’” 

Woodlock came to know many drivers 
over the years. 

He remembers Indy car driver Mike Mos-
ley as a frequent visitor. “He was real non-
descript, he’d sit over in the corner drinking 
Heinekens,”  Woodlock said. “He was a great 
guy.”

Mosley was killed in a highway accident 
in California in 1984. 

Woodlock became good friends with 
Indy-car and NASCAR driver Tim Richmond, 
who died of complications from AIDS in 
1989. 

Four-time Indy 500 champion Al Unser Sr. 
and 1983 Indy 500 winner Tom Sneva were 
there often he said. 

He also got to know his childhood fa-
vorite. “I was always a huge Parnelli Jones 
fan, even though he wasn’t running then,” 
Woodlock said. “But back when I was a kid 
he was my favorite. I just liked open wheel 
racing, whether it was sprint cars or midg-

ets or Indy cars.”
Jack’s mother, Nancy who died in 2009 at 

age 95, served as the chef.
“We had great lunches and everyone 

said they wanted to have lunch with mom-
everyone called her mom,” Woodlock said. 
“She was a sweetheart. I always said I had 
the best-looking and best-working staff in 
Indianapolis.”

Woodlock still hears from people who 
wish he would open another version of 
Hurry Sundown.

“We always danced there. We had live 
bands and at Chevy’s it was more recorded 
music,” Woodlock said.

He sold The Hop in the late 1990s. He 
also owned The Main Event on the north-
west side of Indianapolis by 1987 and ran 
the food and beverage service at Prest-
wick County Club and Water’s Edge. Today, 
Woodlock, 70, is a sales executive for TKO 
Graphix in Plainfield.

“Chevy’s was successful but the Sundown 
was just a great place to be. A lot of great 
people.”

Robin Miller says saloon’s appeal  
was Woodlock himself

By Mark Ambrogi
Long-time racing writer, Robin Miller, 

understands that most of the Hurry Sun-
down Saloon’s appeal was Jack Woodlock 

himself.
“Everybody knew Jack 

and everyone liked him,” 
Miller said. “He was genu-
inely a good guy.”

Woodlock’s love of rac-
ing and the saloon’s prox-

imity to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
combined with another key factor.

“I don’t want to say upscale but it was 
much nicer than most of the bars on the 
west side back then,” Miller said. “The food 
was pretty good. It had a nice atmosphere. 
Because Jack was there to greet people, it 
worked.”

Miller, a writer with Racer magazine and 
NBC Sports Network pit reporter, was then 
covering races for The Indianapolis Star.

Hurry Sundown sponsored Miller’s soft-
ball team for a few years in the early 1980s.

The team included two sets of brothers 
who were Indy-car drivers: Tom and Jerry 
Sneva, and Gary and Tony Bettenhausen. 

 “Tom won the 500 in 1983 so our oppo-
nents always thought it was a big deal that 
the Indy 500 winner was playing right field 
and batting third,” Miller said. “After the 
games we went back to Hurry Sundown. 

Some people would come over because 
that was Tom Sneva and they wanted to 
hang out and buy him a beer. It was funny 
because he was no big deal to anyone else 
on our softball team.”

Miller said sometimes people would ask 
the drivers for an autograph or offer to buy 
them a beer, but it was a relaxed atmo-
sphere for the drivers.

Also on the softball rooster was former 
driver Johnny Parsons Jr.  

“We used to hang out there quite a bit,” 
Parsons said. “Jack’s mom 
worked in the kitchen and 
was a lot of fun. She was 
a good gal. I remember 
hanging out there with 
Tim Richmond and Shel-
don Kinser. A lot of rac-

ers hung out there, midget and sprint car 
guys. It was just a friendly place and there 
was never a problem with rowdiness. Just 
a lot of good memories.”

Parsons said he didn’t know why it 
changed to Chevy’s.

“But then again, things move on and 
people change places,” said Parsons, who 
lives north of Pittsboro. “I didn’t go much 
when it was Chevy’s. But they still had 
good crowds.

Parsons

Miller

The Indianapolis Star, circa 1985, which 
profiles the Hurry Sundown Saloon. 
 Photo by Rick Myers

REFLECTIONS Avon’s Jack Woodlock recalls his legendary 
race bar, Hurry Sundown Saloon
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State Representative 
Greg Steuerwald (R-Avon)  
District 40  
Indiana House of Representatives: 
2007-Present
Leadership Position:  
Assistant Majority Caucus Chair

Standing Committees
Chairman of Judiciary Committee
Chairman of Statutory Committee on Ethics
Courts and Criminal Code
Rules and Legislative Procedures
Criminal Code Evaluation Committee

Rep. Greg Steuerwald (R-Avon) authored House Enrolled Act 1010 aimed at keeping felons who continuously violate their probation and community supervision 
off the streets. It establishes that a person convicted of a Level 6 felony that violates their probation, parole or community corrections can be committed to the Department of Correction.

“The reintegration of low-level offenders back into society is crucial for our state but we must verify the terms of probation, parole and community corrections are being followed and 
enforced,” Steuerwald said. “This bipartisan law will address those who continue to pose public safety threats to Hoosier communities by violating these terms.”

Steuerwald also sponsored Senate Enrolled Act 322. Under the new law those arrested for a felony would have a DNA profile taken through a cheek swab. The profile would be run 
through a federal DNA database if the arrest was made pursuant to a felony arrest warrant or after a court has found probable cause for the arrest. 

Currently, Indiana law allows for the swab to be taken after a felony conviction. The DNA sample would be expunged from the database if the person is acquitted of all felony charges or 
if the charges were downgraded to misdemeanors. 

“DNA samples are an extremely useful tool that help identify the guilty and exonerate the innocent,” Steuerwald said. “We heard testimony in support of this legislation from law enforce-
ment and groups like the Innocence Project, which reinforced the fact that DNA samples are a proven science that has solved crimes such as the recent one in Zionsville…”

Additionally, the sample would be removed if all felony charges against the person were dismissed or no felony charges are filed against the person with 365 days. The new law goes 
into effect July 1, 2017. Visit iga.in.gov for more information about this new law.

State Representative  
Jeff Thompson (R-Lizton)  
District 28
Indiana House of Representatives: 
1998-Present 

Standing Committees
Ways and Means (Chair, K-12 Subcommittee)
Education
Elections and Apportionment 

Rep. Jeff Thompson (R-Lizton) authored House Enrolled Act 1079 that will strengthen background check requirements for Indiana school employees. State law re-
quires expanded background checks be completed within three months of being hired. House Enrolled Act 1079 tightens the expanded background check require-
ment on new employees to before or within 30 days of their start date. Thompson said current school employees will now undergo background checks every five years.

“Hoosier families should feel confident that their children have a safe learning environment at school,” said Thompson. “Requiring extensive background checks on 
new and current employees allows schools to properly evaluate those who are in regular contact with students throughout the school year.”

In addition, the new law requires Indiana schools conduct a child protection index check on new employees before or within 60 days of their start date. In the 2016 session, the General As-
sembly added the child protection index to the definition of an expanded background check. This provision helped to ensure that schools are notified of potential employees with a history of 
child abuse or neglect.

Thompson said the law requires the Department of Education to revoke an employee’s license if they have been convicted of a child-related offense. Visit iga.in.gov to learn more about HEA 
1079.

State Representative  
Robert W. Behning (R-Indianapolis)  
District 91 
Indiana House of Representatives: 
1992-Present 

Standing Committees
House Committee on Education, Chair
House Committee Public Health
House Committee Utilities, Energy and Telecommunications

Rep. Bob Behning (R-Indianapolis) authored House Enrolled Act 1003 to aid in the creation of a new student assessment called I-LEARN. He said the new exam sys-
tem will eliminate the scoring delays, software glitches and discrepancies that came with the troubled ISTEP assessment.

“Replacing ISTEP with a new, more effective testing system is what Hoosier students and teachers deserve,” said Behning, “In recent years, ISTEP has been riddled 
with problems that include inaccuracies and scoring delays. It is time to drive Hoosier education forward with a test that will accurately evaluate students and the 

progress they are making.”
Under House Enrolled Act 1003, Indiana’s new statewide assessment will be given during a single testing window at the end of the year. Behning said this will better measure student profi-

ciency and growth toward Indiana standards and their college-or career-readiness. I-LEARN will first be administered in 2019.
In addition, Behning said this legislation will provide new, multiple pathways for students to choose from in achieving graduation requirements.
Behning also authored Enrolled Act 1004 to expand the state’s pilot pre-K program, On My Way Pre-K, to up to 15 additional, primarily rural counties. In effect, it would double the amount of 

low-income families that can benefit from the program. 
“With the expansion of the pilot program, I hope to bring more high-quality, early education opportunities to the children that are most in need and those who live in rural communities,” 

said Behning. “Along with expanding On My Way Pre-K, we are incorporating online, in-home learning programs that can provide another option to students, especially those in more rural ar-
eas. We are taking strong steps toward closing the achievement gap low-income children often face and preparing them for success in their academic careers.”

On My Way Pre-K’s eligibility requirements and income threshold will remain the same at 127 percent of the federal poverty level. However, for the five original counties, if programs are at 
capacity, the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration can raise the income eligibility to 185 percent of the federal poverty level to reach more low-income families in these higher 
cost of living communities. Even with these revised eligibility requirements, Behning said top priority will still be given to children who are most in need.

Funding for this pilot program was increased by $20 million over the biennium in the state’s budget.

Legislative Review
Now that the 2017 session is over, here is a look at some of the legislative 

strides made by Hendricks County State House Representatives. Note: This com-
pilation only scratches the surface of the work done by our elected officials. To 
see a full list of house bills, visit iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills. 
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Washington Township says,  
‘If it’s not broken…’ 

By Becky Schroer
“If it’s not broken, we don’t need to fix it,” 

Washington Township Board Vice Chairper-
son Doug Elmore said about consolidating 

Washington Township and 
the Town of Avon. The two 
entities met May 2 to revisit 
the possibility -- for the sec-
ond time in five years.

In 2012, the two groups 
discussed the option when 
the township approached 
the town. The impetus then 

extended from the township’s financial 
need surrounding loans for the fire depart-
ment. Concerns around annexation and 
protecting its borders also played into the 
request. As a result, a study was done. The 
consolidation never came about because 
actions by the state legislature resolved the 
fire department loan issues soon after. 

On May 2, the Avon Town Council mem-
bers approached the Washington Township 
Board about revisiting the consolidation. 
According to Avon Town Councilperson Mar-
cus Turner, it was intended to be a discus-

sion to determine the township’s interest.
“We didn’t receive the outcome we had 

hoped for. There was an expectation that 
the town was bringing a proposal to the 
table,” Turner said, adding that the council 
had wanted to discuss reopening the study. 
“This time, for me, it was about providing 
more and better services, and protecting 
our borders,” Turner explained.  

According to Elmore, the previous an-
nexation concerns have also resolved them-
selves. “Geopolitical lines shouldn’t matter,” 
he said, adding that today it is difficult to 
know when you leave one district and travel 
into another. He explained that people 
identified with Avon because of the schools 
-- before the Town of Avon was incorporat-
ed approximately 20 years ago. 

Elmore added that he and other Washing-
ton Township board members Fred Palmer 
and Chairperson Suzanne Conger are “pret-
ty much aligned,” and do not see a need 
for a consolidation study currently. “We 
have not budgeted money to do study this 
(consolidation) this year. We would need to 
budget for this. If there is an issue, then let’s 

definitely study it,” he said.
The big concern, Elmore pointed out, 

is what consolidation would do to the tax 
base for Avon schools and the local library. 
He also is concerned about the tax impact 
on the 31,000 unincorporated residents of 
Washington Township.

Based upon a township analysis, Elmore 
explained, consolidation would result in a 
$2 million tax revenue loss to schools. “I can-
not vote for anything that will impact the 
schools,” he said, adding that he was disap-
pointed that after the two-hour meeting 
“they didn’t bring us anything new.”

“There isn’t anything out there right now 
that says, ‘Hey citizen, you’re going to gain 
this.’ The only gain is to vote for town coun-
cil,” Elmore said.

Currently, the unincorporated township 
residents receive Hendricks County police 
and street services. Washington Township is 
responsible for the fire department, which 
serves the area. All attend Avon schools and 
have access to the local library.  The town-
ship also developed and maintains Wash-
ington Township Park.

In the 2012, the township proposed a 
consolidation plan that 
would allow the unincorpo-
rated residents to continue 
receiving county fire and 
street services as well as al-
low the area to stay revenue 
neutral so as to not raise 
taxes.

Turner said he was new to the Avon Town 
Council when this issue first arose in 2012. “I 
like the idea of making Avon a whole com-
munity but I go beyond that. For me, it is 
providing more services. In the long run, 
you will get more bang for your buck with 
the services that are provided (by the town),” 
he explained. He added that the township 
would benefit from closer street and police 
service as well as town planning and zoning. 

Turner added that while he anticipates 
the costs will be higher the first couple of 
years, he is more interested in the long-term 
good for the community.

Elmore believes the relationship between 
the township and town works as is. “We’ve 
done a good job of collaborating with each 
other” so we don’t duplicate items in the 
two parks. He added that Washington Town-
ship built its park before Avon was incorpo-
rated as a town. He said the town and town-
ship parks complement each other.

“Both of us are in good fiscal positions…
there are no issues,” Elmore said, adding, 
“They need to bring us something that we 
can really sink our teeth into.”

Elmore

Turner

“I like the idea of making 
Avon a whole community 

but I go beyond that.”
~ Marcus Turner

All of these events at the 
Co-Alliance Grandstand

 Super Cross Truck Pull
 Sunday & Monday Wednesday, July 19 
 July 16 & 17 
 Antique Tractor Pull IPRA Rodeo
 Thursday, July 20 Friday, July 21 

36th Annual
Demolition Derby
presented by

Pittsboro Jaycees
Saturday, July 22

4-H Livestock Shows, Food, 
Drew Exposition Midway Rides, Free Entertainment

4-H Exhibits and Vendors

For details and schedule of activities visit 
www.4hcomplex.org



Indiana University Health has the most experienced stroke specialists 
and advanced treatment options that lead to better outcomes for 
patients. See what sets us apart at iuhealth.org/stroke

When a stroke strikes, know where to go. 

Indiana University Health 
West Hospital is a Joint 
Commission Certified 
Primary Stroke Center

©2017 IU Health
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AVON
Frank E. Schilling II

Frank E. Schilling II, of Avon, passed away 
unexpectedly May 3, 2017. He was born on June 
9, 1948. A Celebration of Life was held on May 8 
at Conkle Funeral Home in Avon. 

Steven J. Nevins
Steven J. Nevins , 58, of Avon,  passed away May 
14, 2017. He was born July 23, 1958. Services will 
be held on Saturday, May 20, 2017, 12p.m. – 2 
p.m. at Conkle Funeral Home Avon.

BROWNSBURG
David A. Jones

David Allen Jones, 77, of Brownsburg, passed 
away May 3. David was born Feb. 25, 1940. 
Services were held at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg on May 8.

Donna J. Coulson
Donna J. Coulson, 67, of Brownsburg, passed 
away May 12, 2017. She was born Sept. 1 1951. 
Services will be held at Connection Pointe 
Christian Church in Brownsburg,  Saturday, May 
20 at 11:30 a.m.

Gussie M. Ward
Gussie M. Ward. 78, of Brownsburg, passed 
away May 12, 2017. She was born April 13, 1939. 
Services were held May 15 at Mathews Mortuary.

DANVILLE
Laura L. Maxwell

Laura L. Maxwell, 94, of Danville, passed away 
May 15 2017. She was born July 14, 1922. Funeral 
services are pending at Weaver & Randolph 
Funeral Home.

PLAINFIELD
Louis H. Shipman

Louis H. Shipman, 89, of Plainfield joined his 
Savior on May 7, 2017. He was born Aug. 15, 
1927. A funeral service was held May 15, 2017 at 
Conkle Funeral Home in Avon.

CLAYTON
Audrey Griffith

Audrey (Collins) Griffith, 90, of Clayton, passed 
away May 12, 2017. She was born Nov. 7, 1926. 
Services were held May 17 at Hazelwood Baptist 
Church in Hazelwood, IN.

COMMUNITY
FOR THE RECORD 
HC OBITUARIES

Hendricks County obituaries are printed 
free of charge and published twice a month.  

Funeral directors are encouraged to send 
obituaries and photos to info@myicon.info.

DOCUMENT
DESTRUCTION

Permanent Destruction Program:
Your business deals with sensitive documents on a regular 
basis that require a state-of-the-art disposal method that 
is also professional and secure. Ray’s Trash Permanent 
Destruction Program will come to your office, secure the 
material in a locked tote, and empty the contents into a 
shredding truck. A “Certificate of Destruction” will be 
issued at the completion of every job! 

Ray’s Trash values its customer’s privacy. We 
will securely shred and destroy your sensitive 
documents for your business through our 
document destruction program.

Bulk Destruction Program:
For when you need to purge records in large quantities. 
Materials accepted include:

  All paper grades   Folders

  Cardboard boxes   Staples

  CDs/diskettes/cassettes   Paper clips

  Binders   Gloss print

WE’RE COMMITTED TO A CLEANER INDIANA

RAYSTRASH.COM
317-539-2024

HC ICON 
News Quiz

How well do you know your 
Hendricks County community?  

Test your current event 
knowledge with a little Q&A!

Answers on 21
Compiled by Chris Cornwall

1 A plaque along U.S. 40 in Plainfield 
commemorates the spot where a 

former U.S. President tumbled into the 
mud after the carriage he was riding in 
overturned. Who took the presidential 
spill?
 A. Chester Arthur
 B. Grover Cleveland
 C. Martin Van Buren
 D. William Henry Harrison

2 The Avon Police Department 
badge was created in 1996. What 

symbol of transportation is featured 
on it?
A. A highway
B. A locomotive
C. A horse and carriage
D. A hot-air balloon

3 The Danville Community High 
School Marching Band was recent-

ly honored by the town for becoming 
ISSMA state champions. This was only 
the band’s second appearance at the 
ISSMA state finals since what year?

A. 2001
B. 1973
C. 2010
D. 1987

4 The small town of Amo was origi-
nally called Morristown, as it was 

laid out by Joseph Morris in 1850. What 
does the Latin word for “amo” translate 
to? 

A. one love
B. I love
C. my love
D. driftwood or celery stick

5 Gymnast, Bridget Sloan, was the 
2009 all-around world champion, 

the 2009 U.S. national champion, and 
took a silver medal at the 2008 Sum-
mer Olympics in Beijing. From what 
Hendricks County high school did she 
graduate?

A. Tri-West
B. Brownsburg
C. Plainfield
D. Cascade
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Biz Academy musical has Indiana roots
The Biz Academy presented an original 

musical, “Shine On”, telling the story of Ryan 
White who contracted the AIDS virus in the 
1980s and the fear that pervaded the com-
munity of Kokomo, where Ryan grew up. 
The musical was written and directed by co-

owner Craig Whitcombe. The Biz Academy 
of Musical Theatre offers classes, individual 
lessons, summer camps, and stage produc-
tions for youth in Hendricks and surround-
ing counties. Additional information can be 
found at thebiz-academy.com. 

Sutton receives Optometrist Meritorious Service award
 Dr. Brad M. Sutton of Avon was awarded 

the Meritorious Service Award at the Indi-
ana Optometric Association’s 120th Annual 
Spring Convention. The award recognized 
Dr. Sutton for his service, leadership and 
dedication to the Indiana Optometric As-

sociation in public relations and continuing 
education. Dr. Sutton is a clinical professor 
at the Indiana University School of Optom-
etry and is the Chief of Service at the India-
napolis Eye Care Center.

 Students excel at DECA International Conference 
Brownsburg High School’s DECA chapter 

competed at the International Career De-
velopment Conference (ICDC) in Anaheim, 
California, returning with a record number 
of individual and chapter awards as seven 
students advanced to the finals and another 

seven received additional awards. DECA is a 
co-curriculum club for students interested 
in marketing and entrepreneurship with the 
ICDC the culminating competitive confer-
ence with over 20,000 students participating.

Visit Hendricks County funding events
Visit Hendricks County will award $10,000 

in 2017 to support local events that entice 
visitors to the county through a new grant 
program. The program awards are non-
matching Event Grants, with up to $500 
granted for an approved event. The rolling 
grant cycle begins immediately and will 
close quarterly until the funding runs out. 
“We felt it was time to begin a new chapter 
in our grant programs,” said Sarah Ferguson, 

Visit Hendricks County’s Director of Market-
ing. “We developed a very successful TED 
(Tourism Enhancement Development) Fund 
that served this county well for a number of 
years, but felt it was time to tweak it slightly. 
Based on the ease of applying for our very 
successful Bicentennial Grant program last 
year, we decided to follow that model.” For 
more information, visit www.VisitHendricks-
County.com/EventsGrant.

AVON

BROWNSBURG

DANVILLE

Town hall honors 2016 DCHS marching band
The 2016 Danville Community High School 
marching band was honored at the May 1 
town council meeting for a stellar season 
with a resolution read by Madam President 
Marcia Lynch. In addition to listing many 
competition awards, the resolution states 
“…the 2016 DCHS marching band became 
state champions of the Indiana State School 
Music Association …these accomplishments 

have created a resounding pride and well 
deserved recognition for Danville Communi-
ty High School and the community overall.” 
This was only the band’s second appearance 
at the ISSMA state finals since 1987. Each of 
the 45 members, five of which are graduat-
ing seniors, received a framed copy of the 
resolution.

INDIANAPOLIS

Episcopal Bishop Bakersville-Burrows consecrated 
The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapo-

lis made history by ordaining the Rev. Jen-
nifer Baskerville-Burrows as the first black, 
female diocesan bishop in the history of the 
church. Baskerville-Burrows will be lead-
ing the diocese’s 48 congregations located 

throughout central and southern Indiana, 
which includes St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 
Plainfield, and Good Samaritan Episcopal 
Church, Brownsburg. For more information, 
visit www.indydio.org.

Erin Bangel and her son, Benjiman (3) enjoy Mother’s Day weekend together at Hummel Park, Plainfield.
 Photo by Chris Cornwall

ICONIC 
TWEET

Rob Kendall
@RobMKendall
posted on May 14

"I’m a 2. But thankfully 
I’m marrying a 10. So 

combined we are a solid 6!"



May 20-31, 2017
Hendricks County ICON
myICON.info   

12 COMMUNITY
Northwest Community Park open to the public

By Becky Schroer
After a labor of love for two years, the 27-

acre Northwest Community Park -- includ-
ing an 18-hole disc golf course – is now 
open to the public at 7950 N. County Road 
650 East. A grand opening celebration is 
scheduled for Saturday, June 3.

Food trucks, inflatables, a family scaven-
ger hunt, a disc golf tournament and disc 
golf lessons will be part of the park’s grand 
opening June 3 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

“We have been blessed with a lot of prop-
erty. Brownsburg has done a fantastic job 
with the parks for the community. We want-
ed to extend what they have started to the 
north side,” said Bethesda Baptist Church 
Pastor Eddie Ferguson.

Hendricks County Disc Golf Club part-
nered with Bethesda to plan and design the 
course. Players will find the course chal-
lenging due to a three-plus-acre pond that 
runs through it, the Rev. Ferguson said. 
“It’s a wonderful fun sport for those want-
ing to compete as well as those wanting 
to recreate, for the pro and for the novice,” 
he added. It’s the third disc gold course in 
Hendricks County; the other two are in Avon 
and Plainfield. 

According to the Rev. Ferguson, disc golf 
is played like regular golf but with Frisbees. 
Instructions can be found at each hole. 

While the play is free, people will need to 
bring their own Frisbees. 

The park also includes a three-plus-acre 
fishing pond, ¾-mile walking path, flower 
garden, baseball diamond and more. 

The flower garden, the Rev. Ferguson 
said, was created in partnership with the 
Master Gardeners of Hendricks County, part 
of the Purdue University Extension Program. 
The 1,200-square-foot garden will be com-
pleted over the next two years with commu-
nity involvement. It will include five garden 
areas: perennials/bulbs, shade, rock, plants 
native to Indiana and butterfly gardens. A 
walking path provides a way for people to 
better view the garden.

Another area will host a community veg-
etable garden. “Our desire is that next sum-
mer we will have fresh food for the west side 
through the community garden,” the Rev. 
Ferguson said, adding that planting will be-
gin next year. The fresh food will eventually 
be distributed through the Bethesda Store 
House clothes food pantry open Wednesday 
5-7:30 p.m.

A playground is planned for summer 
2018. It will be completed by the community 
and through grants from community organi-
zations, the Rev. Ferguson said. It will be sim-
ilar to the Blast-off Playground in Browns-

burg’s Williams Park. The Brownsburg Parks 
and Recreation Department has provided 
counseling and design tips, he added.

A baseball practice field and diamond 
with shelter house are currently available. 
The fields will be rented to traveling teams; 
the general public may use when available. 

Families can enjoy scavenger hunts 
through the Discovery Trail with five sta-
tions throughout the park. After answering 
the question at each station, children re-
ceive a stamp to place in a booklet. They will 
learn about birds, trees, recycling, fitness 

and habitats.
The Bethesda Pond, stocked with bass 

and bluegill, is open to the public for fish-
ing. It is a catch-and-release pond.

“We want to be a blessing to our commu-
nity. As a church, we just want to give this 
to them so they may get outside and enjoy 
God’s creation,” the Rev. Ferguson said. 

The park is open to the public from dusk 
to dawn. For more information, visit nwcom-
munitypark.org.

Map of the new 18-hole disc golf course at Northwest Community Park, Brownsburg. Photo by Becky Schroer

Residents enjoy a game of disc golf at Northwest Community Park, Brownsburg.  Photo by Becky Schroer

KEVIN KERZEE 
AGENCY

480 E Northfield Dr Ste 300
Brownsburg, IN 46112-2434

kkerzee@farmersagent.com
http://www.farmersagent.com/kkerzee

O: (317) 286-3481
 C: (317) 800-3842

Fax: (317) 286-3759

Sponsored by
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‘Out-fielded’ 
Brownsburg Little League looking for new home

By Becky Schroer
The Brownsburg Little League Baseball 

-- which has produced three current Major 
League Baseball players and has nearly 900 
youngsters five to 16 years old playing ball 
this spring -- will find itself down one field 
and a concession stand next year.

According to Dave Forslund, president 
of the Brownsburg Little League Baseball 
(BLLB) Board, the league received “short no-
tice” from the Town of Brownsburg that the 
main diamond and concession stand in Ar-
buckle Acre Park will not be available after 
its season ends June 15 this year. The area 
will be part of the Green Street retail/resi-
dential mixed-use development. As a result, 
the Little League will have four diamonds 
instead of five. 

“It’s a magic trick,” Forslund said about 
scheduling nearly 900 players on five fields 
now. He added that six fields “would get us 
by.” Fortunately, the league has been able 
to use the Tri-West Little League diamonds 
in a pinch. While Brownsburg schools have 
been helpful in many ways, their diamonds 
are bigger than those used by Little League, 
Forslund added. 

Also, Forslund said, the Brownsburg Parks 
and Recreation Department and its Director 
Phil Parnin have been helpful with reloca-
tion, providing study groups, funding, and 
a lot of leg work for the league. “He realizes 
how big youth sports is for Brownsburg,” he 
said of Parnin.

What is most concerning, Forsland said, is 
the diamond being eliminated is where Little 
Leaguers facing physical challenges as well 
as the 10-12-year-old major division play. The 
BLLB has one of the largest “challenger” pro-
grams in the state. Approximately 50 children 
with disabilities come to play in Brownsburg 
from throughout Hendricks County.

Additionally, losing the concession stand 
will hit the BLLB in the pocket book. “The 
concession stand is a very big revenue 
source for us,” Forslund said. The building, 
which the BLLB updated, also serves as its 
boardroom, maintenance and equipment 
storage, and restrooms during the games. 
“We will be going to all portopots next year,” 
he added.

“We need funding, without question,” 
Forslund said. He added the BLLB is work-
ing on securing land now and are very close 
to an agreement. Currently, the league is 
trying to meet its immediate needs of six 
diamonds when the 2018 season starts in 
early April. He anticipates the cost for six 
diamonds and a concession stand will be 
$2.5 million. 

Eventually, Forslund envisions another six 
diamonds to attract traveling team tourna-
ments to offset the BLLB’s operating costs. 

The additional diamonds also would run 
$2.5 million, he estimates.

And with the recognition that the BLLB 
has brought to Brownsburg, it just might 
happen. Brownsburg Little League players 
have reached the Little League World Series 
twice, once in 1999 and again in 2001. And 
at least one other team came very close. 
Out of these teams came three current Ma-
jor League Baseball players: Lance Lynn, 
starting pitcher for the St. Louis Cardinals; 
Drew Storen, relief pitcher for the Cardinals; 
and Tucker Barnhart, catcher for the Cincin-
nati Reds. 

The Reds are helping out the BLLB due to 
Barnhart’s connection, Forslund said. For the 
BLLB’s 2017 opening day, the Reds provided 
their mascots and other support, includ-
ing special Reds ticket packages for BLLB 
donors.

The BLLB teams continue to have suc-
cess. The 10, 11 and 12-year-old teams have 
gone to state two consecutive years. And 
the BLLB has established its own traveling 
team with participation a third of the cost of 
other towns – and has preserved the BLLB 
by doing so. Forslund said, in some towns 
where traveling teams have been estab-
lished, it has caused competition for play-
ers and nearly destroyed the Little League 
programs. “It’s really helped our program,” 
Forslund said.

The success of the BLLB has also caught 
the eye of people looking to relocate to 
Central Indiana.

“When we were looking to move here 
around 10 years ago…one of the best darn 
things was the baseball league (in Browns-
burg),” said Garen Carnes, whose son plays 

in the BLLB 7-8-year-old minor division. “You 
can’t put a dollar amount on that intrinsic 
value,”

Carnes recently brought his concerns about 
the elimination of the diamond and conces-

sion stand to the Brownsburg Town Council. 
“I think the town center is good idea, but 

it could have been planned a little better 
without brushing the Little League aside.”

Brownsburg Little League Baseball (BLLB) is supported by the Cincinnati Reds. Here the Reds’ mascots cheer on the BLLB players on opening day this year. Former BLLB 
player Tucker Barnhart is a catcher for the Reds. Submitted photo

Your Donations 
Making a Difference

Just a part of the $100,000 in grants 
that  BEF awarded for the 2016-2017 school year!

Grant name:
Academic All-Stars

at Brown Elementary

$704.00
Students in Mrs. Auten’s 4/5 High Ability class and a 
select group of second graders come to school early  
every Tuesday.  The older students help the younger 

ones read, practice fluency, comprehension, and  
reinforce Math skills with games and drill.   

Not only are the second graders improving in those 
areas, but they are also growing confidence within 

themselves, building relationships with other students, 
and making school a more successful place to be. 

“My fourth and fifth graders come 
to school early every Tuesday morn-

ing to work with our second grade 
friends in Math and Reading.  While 
I hoped the second graders would im-
prove with the extra help academical-
ly, I did not anticipate the confidence 

that would come from this experience.  
Everyone arrives motivated and eager 

to work; everyone benefits from the 
partnership of working together.”

~ Ellen Auten

Visit our website at
www.brownsburgeducationfoundation.org  

to learn more about the grant projects  
funded by BEF in the 2016-2017 school year.
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2017
Big Race

SPECIAL SECTION  
published by Times-Leader Publications, LLC

PAGES 14-15

POS. 17
Special

OFFER

$5 OFF
your purchase

of $25
coupon or online

8183 E. US Hwy 36 Avon ☎ 317-508-9248

➚ livingedge.us ✉ livingedgeboutique@gmail.com

Boutique

Visit our  New Location:  (Next to BP)

POS. 27

DQ Blizzard
(excludes mini size)

$100 OFF
317-272-4667AVON

POS. 14 / POS.18 / POS. 24

presents

Saturday, July 29, 2017 from 2-9 p.m.
Hummel Park Performing Arts Center

Plainfield, Indiana

www.plainfield-in.com/playnfield-in-the-park.htmlwww.plainfield-in.com/playnfield-in-the-park.html

POS. 3 / POS. 15 / POS. 20

Outside is fun again.

317-350-1131
Swindy.MosquitoJoe.com

$39 FIRST SPRAY
New customers only. Cannot be

combined with other offers. Up to
1/2 acre. Coupon code: ICON

POS. 30 / POS. 32

Lori Redman, REALTOR®
Broker Associate

INDY METRO
WEST

 Mobile: 317-370-9413 601 E Main St. ,
 Fax: 317-858-5839 Brownsburg, IN 46112
 Lori@LoriSoldit.com www.LoriSoldit.com

Sold-It Real Estate Team

POS. 25 / POS. 26

OLD
BOB’S

Storage buildings built on your lot

oldbobs.com • (317) 271-2266
10896 E. US 36 •Avon, IN 46123

facebook.com/oldbobs • twitter: @oldbobs

Indy’s One Stop for Wild Bird Supplies!

Oil Sunflower 
$18.99 50lb

POS. 12 / POS. 16

SAFE DRYER
VENT SOLUTIONS
“SERVICE WITH INTEGRITY”

Call Scott Stein 
317-430-3993

$2500OFF 

 any service

or email: sstein@safedryerventsolutions.com 
www.safedryerventsolutions.com

in Avon/Plainfield

Race to these merchants for great service!
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Look to
Nelson 
Jewelers

For Award 
Winning Designs

22 E. Main St.
Brownsburg

(317) 852-2306
nelsonjewelers.com

POS. 2 / POS. 9 / POS. 19

Save the Date!
 June 24  • 4:00 PM - 10:30 PM

Kingsway Christian Church Grounds 
7981 E CR 100 N, Avon, IN 46123

Food Vendors • Entertainment 
Live Music • Games for Kids 

Balloon Glow • Fireworks at Dark

For more info visit 
avonchamber.org/hendricks-county-rib-fest.html

 HIGHLIGHT OF BENEFITS FOR  
SPONSORS & VENDORS  

BON  
APPETIT 

SPONSOR 
$10,000 

ICONIC CHEF 
&  

MIXOLOGY  
CHALLENGE 
SPONSOR 

$3,000 

LOUNGE 
SPONSOR 

$2,000 

LIVE MUSIC 
SPONSOR 

$750 

5 CHEF/
MIXOLOGY 

JUDGE 
SPONSORS 
$250 EACH 

VENDORS 

DISPLAY TABLE 
      

BOOTH SPACE 
      

COMPANY BANNER 
      

COMPANY NAME, LOGO  
IN ALL DIGITAL & PRINT 

 PROMOS 

      

EVENT RECOGNITION 
      

V.I.P. TICKETS 
15  

TICKETS 

8 

TICKETS 

6  

TICKETS 

4  

TICKETS 

4 

TICKETS 
 

DETACHED CARD 

$10,990 VALUE 

HCICON EVENT ISSUE 

      

PRINT AD SIZE 

IN HCICON 

EVENT ISSUE 

FULL 

PAGE 

HALF 

PAGE 

HALF 

PAGE 

QUARTER 

PAGE 

EIGHTH 

PAGE 

1/16TH 

PAGE—$75 

No Admission Fee. 
$5 parking charge.

POS. 8

Billie joe 
Scaggs

Master stylist

729 N Green St Ste D • Brownsburg • 317-292-1227

$20 off new client cut and color

POS. 10

We make insurance simple

• Home
• Auto
• Business
• Health
• Medicare
• Life

Download our  
Mobile App here:

2680 E. Main St., #321
Plainfield
317-837-4960
www.simplechoiceagency.com
chris@simplechoiceagency.com

Refer a Friend, 
Pay it Forward

Refer us a client and we pay it forward 
by donating to the charity of your choice!

POS. 13

Serving our community for 28 years!

If the 28th lap of this race is accident free, we’ll donate 
$101 to a charity chosen by our Facebook fans!

Good luck 
to all 

drivers!

POS. 1

 
Open M-F, 8:30 - 5:00  ·  77 Park Place Blvd., Avon   

sycamoreprinting@gmail.com    317.271.7700

For Your Business  
and Personal Printing Needs

POS. 22 / POS. 31

IT’S YOUR BUSINESS.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company,  

S.I. and Its Operating Companies

6000 American Parkway, Madison WI  53783

Visit amfam.com for details

006222 Rev. 1/17  ©2017

Whether you’ve created the business of your dreams  
or it’s a dream-in-progress, you can count on me  
to help you protect it. Let’s talk, business owner  
to business owner.

Dewanna 

Mooneyham

Dewanna Mooneyham 

Agency

45 N County Road 

625 E

Avon, IN 46123-9724

Oice: (317) 272-4777

IT’S YOUR BUSINESS.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company,  

S.I. and Its Operating Companies

6000 American Parkway, Madison WI  53783

Visit amfam.com for details

006222 Rev. 1/17  ©2017

Whether you’ve created the business of your dreams  
or it’s a dream-in-progress, you can count on me  
to help you protect it. Let’s talk, business owner  
to business owner.

Dewanna 

Mooneyham

Dewanna Mooneyham 

Agency

45 N County Road 

625 E

Avon, IN 46123-9724

Oice: (317) 272-4777

IT’S YOUR BUSINESS.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company,  

S.I. and Its Operating Companies

6000 American Parkway, Madison WI  53783

Visit amfam.com for details

006222 Rev. 1/17  ©2017

Whether you’ve created the business of your dreams  
or it’s a dream-in-progress, you can count on me  
to help you protect it. Let’s talk, business owner  
to business owner.

Dewanna 

Mooneyham

Dewanna Mooneyham 

Agency

45 N County Road 

625 E

Avon, IN 46123-9724

Oice: (317) 272-4777

IT’S YOUR BUSINESS.
Whether you’ve created the business of your dreams or it’s a 
dream-in-progress, you can count on me to help you protect 
it. Let’s talk, business owner to business owner.

Dewanna Mooneyham
Dewanna Mooneyham Agency
45 N. County Road 625 E
Avon, IN 46123-9724
Office: (317) 272-4777

American Family Mutual Insurance Company,   
S.I. and Its Operating Companies
6000 American Parkway, Madison WI  53783 
Visit amfam.com for details
006222 Rev. 1/17  ©2017

POS. 4 / POS. 21 / POS. 29

For more info visit 
www.danvillechamber.org

Save these 
Dates!

June 8th - Danville Chamber  
of Commerce Golf Outing

July 4th - Family 4th Fest

July 13th - Symphony in Ellis Park

POS. 6 / POS. 7 / POS 23

Classic Look With a Modern Touch! 

Shutters with “hidden tilt” give you that classic look with 
an updated clear view to your outdoor space.   

Abda Window Fashions 
1159 Country Club Road 
Indianapolis, IN  46234 

317-273-8343 

Open Mon-Fri 9:00-5:00 
Evening and Saturday by appointment abdawindowfashions.com 

(Offer Exp. 7/31/17)

POS. 5

IdTravelMore.com
Registered Representative

R

#1 Internationally - unknown in Hendricks County

Call Suzanne Shafer at 317.850.6309 
for more information

KEEP YOUR EYES PEELED!
One of our local advertisers will win a FREE advertisement if one of their drivers 

we randomly drew for them wins the 2017 Indianapolis 500!
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By Chris Cornwall
It’s an hour before dawn on Sunday morning, May 7th,  

and members of Plainfield Fire Territory Station 123 are 
nearing the end of another 24-hour shift. For Battalion 
Chief Dan Weathers, it will be his last. The life-long Plain-
field resident is retiring after 42 years of service.

Lining his desk are photographs of his grandchildren, 
two daughters and wife of 40 years, Kathy. The images 
have served as reminders to stay safe on the job, but to-
day they are reminders of what to look forward to.

Retirement is often bittersweet--maybe even more 
so for firefighters who seem to share an unbreakable 
bond. In addition to risking life and limb, they also spend 
countless hours of downtime together.

“This truly is my second family,” he said. “We are here 
(at the fire station) 24 hours-a-day. We eat breakfast, 
lunch and dinner together. They hear all my family stuff 
and I hear all there family stuff too.”

In the mid-70s, Weathers became interested in the fire 
territory after speaking with a local firefighter he went 
to church with. He decided to join as a reserve in 1975. 
Weathers became full-time the following year and re-
mained so for the next four decades.

He says a lot has changed since then.
“When I first came on I’d have to run the engine by my-

self, I would get to the scene and need to wait for volun-
teers to get there.”

Today, Plainfield boasts three firehouses, all of which 
Weathers has worked at, including 123 where he’s 
worked the last five years. 

Despite a career that’s easier tallied in decades, Weath-
ers has a day-in-day-out mentality. He said it’s impossible 
to predict what will happen on any given night.

“You might have three runs or you might have 30,” he 
said. “But in every case, it’s rewarding to know that you 
made someone’s bad situation a little better. That is our 
goal every day.”

As he sits in his office-only an hour away from retire-
ment-he’s optimistic about the prospect of no longer 
getting up nights, or missing holidays with the kids. Af-
ter he leaves today, Weathers said he’ll go home and eat 
breakfast, then pack. He and Kathy plan to spend a week 
together in St. Petersburg, FL. 

“It has been a great run,” he said. “I worked with some 
great people, some very talented people. It’s been a good 
deal.”

42-year PFT 
engineman says 

retirement  ‘bittersweet’

Battalion Chief Dan Weathers walks out of his office for the last time with helmet in hand while Battalion Chief Mike Hildeb-
rand looks on.

Chief Weathers enjoys his last supper with Lt. Jeff Dixon and members of the 
fire department at one of his favorite places to eat, Chicago’s Pizza.

A note left for Chief Weathers at Station 122.
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2017  Annua l  Meet ing
& Member Apprec iat ion  Event

Save the Date!   

www.hendrickspower.com

July 20, 2017
This year we will host our Annual Meeting 
in conjunction with our Member Appreciation 
event at the Hendricks County 4-H Fair. 

Our booth in the Sponsor of the Day Pavilion 
will be open from 11:00 AM - 8:00 PM. 

Members are also invited to join us for a 
brief business meeting at 7:30 PM in the 
Farm Bureau Horse Arena. 

Watch your mail for your FREE parking pass and 
food voucher valid at vendors that evening. 

Games | Prizes | Balloons | Face Painting 
Vote for your board of directors

* Only for members of Hendricks Power Cooperative

COMMUNITY

Battalion Chief Dan Weathers walks out of his office for the last time with helmet in hand while Battalion Chief Mike Hildeb-
rand looks on.

Chief Weathers enjoys his last supper with Lt. Jeff Dixon and members of the 
fire department at one of his favorite places to eat, Chicago’s Pizza.

Chief Weathers stands next to the area where his gear has hung for years.
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By Dick Wolfsie
There should be a 

law against having 
phone numbers that 

denote words instead of, well, numbers. Hel-
lo! It’s a phone number, not a phone word. I 
hosted a TV segment last week for a nation-
al organization that is dedicated to educat-
ing people about a common, but potentially 
serious, illness. Their phone number spells 
the name of the disease.  

That makes the number easy to remem-
ber, but impossible to dial on your cell 
phone if you are in the car and have to 
watch the road, balance your coffee, and try 
to figure out where the PQRS button is.

I misdialed 1-800 DIABETES—and was 
surprised to get some poor guy in Tipton 
named Moe who said he was tired of people 
calling him with medical questions. He 
asked me to mention in his blood sugar is 
fine. There you go, Moe. You’re welcome.

While trying to dial this number, I almost 
ran into an 8733, which is “tree” in touch-
pad language, in case you haven’t mastered 
this concept yet. I got so mad I probably 
said a number I shouldn’t say in mixed com-
pany: 3687. Before you go running to your 
phone to figure this out or call the newspa-
per to complain that I said some dirty digits, 
I simply picked four numbers at random. 
They don’t spell anything. I don’t think. 
Oh dear, I better go back and re-check. I 
wouldn’t want any four-number words in a 
family newspaper.

Now suppose I wanted to pay extra to 
have a phone number that represents a 
personal reference like I AM DICK. But wait, 
it’s not that simple. Apparently, those same 
numbers for I AM DICK could spell a lot of 

other words or letter combinations. So there 
is a good chance that someone else has 
beaten me to the punch.

I needed help, so I went to www.phone-
spelling.com, where you can see what 
words your phone number might spell (as-
suming you have nothing better to do.)

That’s where I discovered that 426-3425 
(I AM DICK) has almost 10,000 additional 
letter combinations.  Here are some they 
thought were unforgettable.  GAN-E-IJC, BN-
EH-AL or IC-MFG-BK.  See how much simpler 
it is to remember seven letters than seven 
numbers? 

Now that I have checked the website, I 
know I will never be able to get I AM DICK 
for my phone number because there are so 
many other people with common names 
like IC-MEGAL or ICOD-IK who have prob-
ably been waiting for that number to be-
come available for many years.  If you are 
from the planet GAMDIA-5, you’d have 
snapped this number up eons ago to make 
it easier for fellow aliens to remember how 
to reach you.

If you enjoyed this column, don’t forget 
it was written by 3425. But you and I don’t 
have to be so formal. You can call me 3.

On the other hand, if you feel this is 
a prime example of how I can write the 
dumbest stuff and still get paid, I think it is 
fair to say: You’ve got my number.

Letter perfect

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with his wife 
of 33 years. Dick is usually in the basement 
trying to think up something funny to write. 
He can be reached at: wolfsie@aol.com.
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“Solar power is the last 
energy resource that isn’t 
owned yet - nobody taxes 

the sun yet.” 
 ~ Bonnie Raitt

QUOTE

Regulatory 
power shift

It stands to reason that local officials 
should retain the power to use the municipal 
system sanctioned to them by state. How-
ever, newly enacted laws such as Public Law 
231 (from Senate Bill 213), shifts power to the 
state in regards to cell phone tower permits. 

To be fair though, the motives for enacting 
laws like 231 are not without merit. Authors 
are in the opinion that striping power from 
local cities will catalyze Indiana’s progression 
in regards to wireless capability. They feel 
local regulatory procedures are too time con-
suming (e.g. zoning board approval). What’s 
the hurry? Word is that the federal govern-
ment is already in the process requiring cities 
to accommodate 5G (fifth-generation) tech-
nology and authors want Indiana ahead of 
the curve.

The logic makes sense on paper. In prac-
tice however, it may not look like such an 
eloquent success plan when 50 foot towers 
become part of the local vista. Of course, it’s 
inevitable that structures to support 5G tech-
nology will come, but we’d rather take our 
chances with the folks closer to home, our 
local officials, when it comes to where these 
towers are placed.  

Not only are local regulatory entities more 
available and in-tune with the local popu-
lation and city infrastructure, but they also 
stand as a deterrent, a legitimate reason not 
to over-centralize power. Senate Bill 213 does 
not promise faster internet speeds, it seeks to 
make faster internet speeds available sooner. 
But is the tradeoff worth rendering munici-
palities a less legitimate reason for the state 
not to intervene? What does the law say 
about the wisdom and need for local govern-
ment?

Remarkably, towns all over Indiana came 
together and found a loophole. For example, 
Brownsburg designated areas of the town as 
underground development districts, which 
bars the state from erecting towers upon 
them. Perhaps the authors of SB 213 underes-
timated the wisdom our local officials?       

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you… 
In Hawaii, coins are not allowed to be placed 
in one’s ears.
 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

 To the Election Integrity Com-
mission for its potential to pro-
vide facts that will back up or 

disprove heated debates over voter fraud in 
America. The commission includes officials 
well known to Hoosiers such as Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence and Indiana Secretary of 
State Connie Lawson from Danville.  For the 
first time in history, data will be gathered 
from all 50 states and used in conjunction 
with the federal database. Opponents of the 
commission have called it propaganda or 
a distraction tactic from President Donald 
Trump. We call it the beginning of an in-
formed discussion.

To the Town of Avon for speed-
ing up the completion of the 
Avon Avenue Project. The town 

council approved a change order to move 
up the completion date to Nov. 15, 2017. If 
the project is not substantially complete by 
that date, then the contractor will pay liqui-
dated damages. 
 

To Plainfield High School soft-
ball player Ashton Slone who 
recently broke the state record 

for consecutive games with a hit (44). Slone 
proves that “slumps” are not an inevitable 
curse of ballplayers.  
 

To Drs. Cline and Nossett of HRH 
for launching the area’s first 
telestroke program. With the use 

of Apple IPad technology, the program has 
significantly decreased the time it takes for 
stroke victims to receive brain saving treat-
ment. 

THUMBS UP, 
THUMBS DOWN
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By Cindy Myers, PT
Stress is often de-

fined as the body’s 
response to the demands of life, which the 
American Institute of Stress considers to be 
the leading health problem in America. Per-
sistent amounts of stress, if left unmanaged, 
contribute to many of the heart and other 
health issues seen in today’s Americans. 
Focus must shift not only to finding better 
ways to treat disease, but also to disease 
prevention.

Stress, like other ailments that arise from 
day-to-day life, comes with its own variety 
of signs and symptoms. One of these signs 
is difficulty falling or staying asleep. Often-
times this is an indication that you are hav-
ing trouble reaching the level of calmness 
sleep requires. Another sign that may show 
that you are feeling stressed is that you 
may not be able to relax or even remember 
how to relax. A third way stress may appear 
in your life can occur through persistent 
flare-up of the same injury, despite differ-
ent forms of treatment. This may mean that 
your nervous system is ramped up to the 
point that it cannot heal the injury correctly.

The nervous system works similarly to a 
teeter-totter. On one side is the calm half of 
your nervous system, which is in use when 

you sleep. On the other side is the excited 
half of your nervous system, which is re-
sponsible for the fight-or-flight reaction. 
Stressors, or things in your life that create 
stress, tip the teeter-totter towards the ex-
cited half. What physical therapy seeks to do 
is provide you with actions that will bring 
the teeter-totter back to a balanced level 
state. 

Physical activities have been shown to 
be one of the best types of interventions in 
reducing stress. Activities like tai chi, yoga, 
walking, massage and meditation are tools 
used to help calm your nervous system. 
Each person has a unique combination of 
activities that calms them, so it is useful to 
try different approaches to see what works 
for you. In cases where physical activity is 
too much for you, a physical therapist can 
put together a plan that works with your 
current abilities.

Stress isn’t just a problem for your mental 
wellbeing; it also has many adverse physical 
consequences. If you feel that you experi-
ence a harmful amount of stress in your 
daily life, talk to a physical therapist that 
specializes in this. To learn more about what 
you can do to keep everyday stressors from 
causing you real physical pain, listen to my 
Health Talks podcast at HENDRICKS.ORG/
HEALTHTALKS.

ByJames Nossett, MD
It’s important to 

recognize the signs of 
a heart attack and to 

act immediately by calling 911. A person’s 
chance of surviving a heart attack increases 
if emergency treatment is administered as 
soon as possible. What many people don’t 
recognize is time is of the essence. When 
people start to have symptoms of a heart 
attack they need to call 911 immediately, 
get the ambulance on the way and begin 
receiving treatment at their home and on 
the way to the hospital. 

Time is muscle. So, if someone is truly 
having a heart attack, they need to be cared 
for as soon as possible, and that starts with 

911 and EMS being on the scene with the 
patient. It is vital that people recognize that 
something isn’t right with themselves or 
family member and to call 911. 

Some factors that put you at risk 
are well known such as smoking, 
diabetes, high blood pressure and 
high cholesterol. Family history 
is also very important. It is com-
mon for otherwise healthy people 
who have a family history of heart 
problems to eventually experience 
those themselves. Aging is also a substan-
tial factor.

Classic signs of having a heart attack in-
clude chest pain, often described as feeling 
like something huge is crushing the chest. 

By David Harsha, MD
Sports Medicine phy-

sicians frequently see 
athletes involved in contact sports such as 
football, hockey, lacrosse, basketball and 
soccer that suffer a concussion. A concus-
sion is, in most cases, a short-term altera-
tion in brain function from an impulsive 
force to the head. It usually occurs from a 
head-to-head or a head-to-ground hit. Both 
parents and coaches should be aware of 
the signs and symptoms of a concussion to 
protect their child/athlete’s well-being. It is 
important that athletes report concussion 
symptoms to Athletic Trainers, coaches or 
physicians and not hide them.

Concussions range in severity, and com-
mon symptoms include headache, nausea, 
dizziness, light and noise sensitivity, mood 
changes, fatigue, concentration difficulty 
and memory problems. ER visits and CT 
scans may be needed in those with increas-
ingly severe headache, recurrent vomiting 
(>2 times) or prolonged loss of memory of 
the events leading up to the injury. Most 
athletes do not need a CT and it is best to 
avoid radiation from a CT scan if the athlete 
does not meet scanning criteria. Athletes 
with a suspected concussion should not re-
turn to play the same day of their injury. The 
concussed brain is in a “vulnerable” state 
and a second impact to the head could re-
sult in a much more serious concussion or a 
life threatening brain injury.

Symptoms usually take about 7-10 days 
to go away. Balance can also be thrown off 
by a concussion and is a problem for a few 
days in most cases. Even after symptoms 
disappear, cognitive effects can linger about 
a third of the time. 

Concussions are treated with “brain rest” 
which means avoiding physical or cognitive 
activities that provoke concussion symp-
toms. Symptoms such as headache and 

sleep disturbances are frequently treated 
with short term use of medications. In the 
first 48 hours after an injury, athletes should 
use Tylenol and avoid medications like ibu-
profen (Advil, Motrin) or naproxen (Aleve) 
due to possible increased risk of bleeding. 
Your health care provider will guide you on 
when it is safe to introduce these medicines.

Time off school may be needed initially 
when symptoms are severe. Thereafter, 
health care providers may recommend aca-
demic accommodations such as extra time 
on tests and decreased workload to facili-
tate return to the classroom. When symp-
toms resolve and cognitive function returns 
to baseline, an athlete should go through a 
five day exercise progression in which they 
must remain symptom free. They may re-
turn to full contact when they successfully 
complete the exercise progression without 
symptoms.

In athletes with prolonged post-con-
cussion symptoms, physical therapy, brain 
imaging (MRI) or more extensive neuro-
psychological testing and therapy may be 
needed.

There is no helmet that is completely 
concussion proof, so preventive measures 
are the best way to guard against concus-
sions. Keep your head up when you hit, 
avoid head-to-head contact and make sure 
you are in good enough shape to be play-
ing your sport. To learn more about what 
you can do to keep things operating as they 
should, listen to my Health Talks podcast at 
HENDRICKS.ORG/HEALTHTALKS.

Cindy Myers, PT, is a Therapeutic Pain 
Specialist at Hendricks Regional Health

James Nossett is Medical Director of EMS at 
Hendricks Regional Health and StatFlight 4

David M. Harsha, MD, of Hendricks Regional 
Health, has extensive experience in sports 
medicine, with a focus on the prevention 
and treatment of sports injuries for youth, 
adult recreational, collegiate and professional 
athletes.

STRESS

HEART

SPORTS

How physical therapy 
can help manage stress

Time is muscle
How to spot a heart attack (and when to call 911!)

Concussions in youth sports

“Stress isn’t just a problem 
for your mental wellbeing; it 

also has many adverse 
physical consequences.”

Often that pain will radiate to other parts of 
the body, typically the left arm or shoulder. 
Shortness of breath is also very common, 

as a bodily reaction to a painful, 
potentially serious problem. It is 
important to keep in mind that ev-
erybody is different so people will 
experience varying levels of these 
symptoms. Women, for example 
might not experience these symp-
toms in a high degree, but instead 

will feel suddenly or overwhelmingly 
exhausted. It is important to not discount 
this as run of the mill, daily stress.

If you are at higher risk for heart issues, 
try to take good care of yourself! That in-
cludes going to your doctor and getting 

regular checkups to make sure things are 
operating as they should be and to deter-
mine if you are at a heightened risk. Our 
hearts crave exercise so it is important 
that we give that to them. Lastly, if you are 
smoking, seek ways to stop. If you start to 
experience these symptoms, remember to 
call 911 right away because “time is muscle!”
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Jerry Rezny lives in Avon and owns 
Handcrafted Beverages. He also teaches at the 
International Culinary School. Contact him at 
handcraftedbeverages@yahoo.com.

RECIPE
COOKING
with Jerry

Chicken Marsala
By Jerry Renzy

Chicken mar-
sala likely origi-

nated from British families living in western 
Sicily (where Marsala wine is made) during 
the 19th century.  I like traditional chicken 
marsala but this recipe with the addition of 
a little cream is just amazing!  
Ingredients:                                                                                                                                          
4 boneless, skinless breasts 
pounded to 1/4th inch thick                                                                                                            
1 cup all-purpose flour                                                                                                                                            
1 tsp. salt                                                                                                                                             
 ¼ tsp. pepper                                                                                                                                           
1 tsp. dried oregano 
¼ tsp. granulated garlic  
¼ cup olive oil 
4 oz. prosciutto, sliced thin   
8 oz. sliced baby portabellas                                                                                                                                      
4 oz. Marsala wine  
8 oz. heavy whipping cream                                                                                                                                            
4 oz. chicken stock                                                                                                                                            
=2 tbsp. butter    

Preheat the oven to 170 degrees to keep 
the chicken warm after frying. Mix the flour, 
salt, pepper, oregano and garlic. Heat olive 
oil in a large skillet to medium high heat. 
Dredge pounded chicken in seasoned flour 
mixture and fry for about 5 minutes per 
side. When done to golden brown put on a 
plate and put it in the warm oven.

Heat the large skillet to medium and add 
the prosciutto. Sauté for a minute then add 
the butter. Add the sliced mushrooms, light-

ly salt and pepper and sauté for 5 minutes. 
Pour the Marsala wine and chicken stock 
in the pan and boil for a minute. Add the 
heavy cream, heat and stir. 

Put the chicken on a plate and top with 
the prosciutto, mushrooms and sauce.     

   

Those darn Canada thistles!
An herbicide proven to win 
the war on this prickly pest

By John Chapin
  In the past few 

years, a very un-
welcome weed has become a serious prob-
lem for Central Indiana gardeners. Canada 
thistle is a perennial weed with an extensive 
root system that extends for over three feet, 
both horizontally and vertically. It produces 
thousands of seeds, as well as vigorously 
spreads underground. It can infest a large 
area in a single season. 

Pulling thistles is usually ineffective (and 
frustrating), since even a small piece of 
root left behind soon sprouts. Applying a 
glyphosate-containing herbicide such as 
RoundUp when thistles are small will usu-
ally take care of them, but once thistles get 
larger, even that herbicide is ineffective. 
And, using glyphosate can damage desir-
able ornamental flowers, shrubs, and even 
evergreen trees if any herbicide is blown 
onto them, so always apply on calm, mild 
days. 

Fortunately, there is a product that is ex-
tremely effective on thistles. Used by profes-
sional landscapers and lawn-maintenance 
companies, it can be sprayed on thistles 
without harming most ornamental flowers, 
shrubs, turf and ornamental grasses, shrubs 
and evergreens. Trademarked as Lontrel, 
this herbicide has been the salvation of 
many gardens. It will effectively kill thistles 
at any stage of growth, down to the roots. 
Although a few treatments will usually 
be needed to kill any overlooked thistles, 
one treatment is all that is necessary to kill 
sprayed plants. 

Lontrel is also effective on dandelions 
and a host of other common weeds, includ-
ing wild ox-eye daisy, which is why it can 
injure any garden perennials of the daisy 
family such as Shasta daisies, coneflowers, 
asters, mums and rudbeckias. (However, if 
care is taken to not let any spray come into 

contact with these plants, it can be used 
around them.)

Imagine being able to spray an ornamen-
tal planting of perennials, a mixed border of 
evergreens and flowering shrubs, or a swath 
of ornamental grasses infested with thistles 
growing in and among the plants, killing 
this rankest of weeds without harming any 

of your ornamentals! Unlike RoundUp and 
many other herbicides which are available 
to gardeners “over the counter” at garden 
centers everywhere, Lontrel must be ap-
plied only by licensed and certified land-
scapers or lawn-maintenance companies.

 If you have a thistle problem, contact 
a company that can help you take care of 
them. Specifically ask for Lontrel, as no oth-
er product on the market today will kill this-
tles without harming ornamentals. NOTE: 
As with most chemical herbicides, Lontrel 
should not be used on vegetable gardens. 

   So, there is a solution for thistles in your 
landscaping! If you’re frustrated with con-
tinual pulling and ineffective spraying of 
thistles, know that there is a highly effective 
and easy solution available. Good luck, and 
happy gardening!

GARDENING

John Chapin is a retired school teacher and 
sole proprietor of Chapin Landscaping in 
Danville. He has over 30 years’ experience in 
the landscaping business.

“Pulling thistles is 
usually ineffective  
(and frustrating)...“

Steps to safe and healthy fruits and vegetables

From the store to your table
Fruits and vegetables are healthy to eat. But did you know that harmful germs, like Salmonells, E. 
coli, and Listeria, can sometimes be on fruits and vegetables? There are steps that can help keep 
you healthy –and your fruits and vegetables safer to eat–from the store to your table.

Fruit and vegetable safety at the store or market
Check for bruises - Choose fruits and vegetables that are free of bruises or damaged spots, unless 
you plan to cook them.
Keep precut fruits and vegetables cold - Choose precut and packaged fruits and vegetables that 
are refrigerated or kept on ice.
Separate - Separate fruits and vegetables from raw meat, poultry, and seafood in your shopping 
cart and in your grocery bags.

Fruit and vegetable safety at home
Wash
 • Wash your hands before and after preparing fruits and vegetables.
 • Wash or scrub all fruits and vegetables under running water before eating, cutting or cooking.
 • Fruits and vegetables labeled “prewashed” do not need to be washed again at home.
Keep Cold
 •  Refrigerate cut, peeled or cooked fruits or vegetables as soon as possible or within 2 hours. 

Refrigerate within 1 hour if the temperature outside is above 90°F.
 • Use a refrigerator thermometer to make sure temperate stays at 40°F or below.
 Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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When is a rose not a rose?
By Mark Vickery

A rose is a rose 
is a rose……, but 

when is it not a rose?  A thorny question, 
but one that has an answer! When it is a 
wine! 

A couple columns back, I referred to rosé 
wines and now I’d like to expand.  First off, 
the wine is pronounced ro-zay, but you 
knew that. Now that that’s settled, how in 
the world is the stuff made, you ask, since 
pink grapes don’t exist in nature? Well, get 
out your notebooks ‘cause we’re going to 
have a quiz on this next week (not really, I 
just want to create a feeling of panic to keep 
you on your toes!).

A rosé is made from the same red grapes 
that produce red wine. When the juice is 
pressed out of the grapes, it has a slight 
pink tinge.  It becomes a red wine by throw-
ing the skins back into the juice. That’s 
where the tannin and color and character 
come from – the skins. But if you pull the 
skins out before it becomes fully red, then 
you have a rosé. 

Each winemaker chooses how long to 
leave the skins in, according to his or her 
own preference, but generally it’s a day or 
two. Then the skins are removed and the 
wine is allowed to ferment. Fermentation 
occurs when yeast feeds on the natural sug-
ars in the juice. 

The length of fermentation is also up to 
the winemaker; the shorter the fermenta-
tion period, the sweeter the rosé. Sweet 
domestic rosés have been given their own 
category name- blush wines – and are very 
sweet. White Zinfandel is the best known 
blush wine and is very popular among 
sweet wine lovers.

But what if you don’t want a sweet rosé? 
Dry, fruity rosés have grown immensely 
popular over the last few years as people 
have discovered how versatile and how 
good these wines are. Hanging out at a 
barbecue, waiting for the burgers to cook? 

Sip a rosé. Wondering what to serve with a 
salad? Serve rosé. Spicy, grilled shrimp? Yep. 
Rosé. 

With warm weather, chilled rosés are es-
pecially appropriate to drink on the deck or 
patio. What should you expect to taste or 
sense in a rosé? In the lighter colored ones, 
look for hints of apple, watermelon, and flo-
ral aromas. Dom Lafage Miraflors is a great 
example. In fuller bodied rosés, think hints 
of black raspberry and strawberry. Remem-
ber, I’m talking hints here. Sokol Blosser, 
U.S., is a good bet.

Rosé is a great quaffing wine because it’s 
easy-drinking and lower in alcohol. Rock 
star Sting drinks it during concerts, I’ve 
heard. So there you go.

WINE & DINE
Answers to HOOSIER HODGEPODGE:

Members: CHARLES, CHARLOTTE, 
GEORGE, HARRY, KATE, WILLIAM

Water: DISTILLED, MINERAL, SALT, SPRING, 
TAP

Horses: AFFIRMED, MAN O’WAR, MISTER 
ED, SECRETARIAT

Majors: BIOLOGY, DANCE, ENGLISH; Artists: 
ROBERT INDIANA, T.C. STEELE

City: ELKHART 
 

Solutions  
 from page 27

HC ICON Quiz 
Answers  
from page 10 
1.  C 2. B
3.  D 4. B
5.  A

7 4 9 5 8 2 3 1 6

6 3 5 9 1 7 4 8 2

1 2 8 4 6 3 9 7 5

9 6 7 2 3 4 1 5 8

4 1 3 8 7 5 6 2 9

5 8 2 6 9 1 7 4 3

3 5 6 7 4 8 2 9 1

8 9 4 1 2 6 5 3 7

2 7 1 3 5 9 8 6 4

B L A S S T A L C L E S S

R I V E T A L O E O L I O

A M O U R P O O R C A L F

D A W S O N O N E K N O T

S K I F F A S H

A L A E G O B L O A T E D

B I Z D E R B Y W R O T E

A N T S R A I L S T R U E

T E E U P G N A T S A D D

E N C L O S E W O W H E S

L I T I S A A C

U G L I U R N T H O M A S

S L A V C A L L I M A G E

P E T A C I A O L A U R A

S E E N O N Y X I S L A M

Puzzle Time

Dedicated to providing fresh food,  
good nutrition and an assortment of healthful 

menu options for children and adults.

10791 E. U.S. Hwy. 36 • Avon, IN 
(317) 271-7760 

www.Cfarestaurant.com/Avon

2687 E. Main St. • Plainfield, IN
(317) 839-4886 

www.Cfarestaurant.com/Plainfield

Proud Supporters of the HCICON 
Teacher of the Month Program

Avon

Plainfield

Mark Vickery has over 35 years’ experience 
in wholesale and retail wine. He currently 
manages Big Red Liquors in Plainfield. Mark 
can be reached at winedog@sbcglobal.net.

317-281-9910

Rosie’s DON’T STRESS!
WE’LL HANDLE THE MESS!

Turn your cluttered rooms into ex tra living space!

Call 
Today!

• Custom Cleaning • Insured • Free Estimates
• Residential & Commercial
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EVENTSCalendar Concerts at the Coachman in full swing
By Tiffany Giles

Music lovers and concert goers will both 
be satisfied by the summer lineup at The 
Coachman Restaurant & Lounge in Plain-
field. From now until Labor Day Weekend, 
bands will perform on the deck, which the 
owners Larry and Becky Paynter proudly 
claim as Plainfield’s only outdoor dining 
venue.

Kimberly Scott, Manager at The Coach-
man, is excited about the upcoming shows 
and shared “The atmosphere is so much 
fun, people join in singing, and some even 
dance! People really enjoy the mix of music 
we have, there is something for everyone.”

May’s lineup is a great sampling of the va-
riety of shows booked for the summer. 

Saturday, May 20, Straight Up Chumps 
promises to perform songs that bring about 
“transcendent psychedelic bliss.” With each 
member having a deep melodic voice, and 
its combined strong instrumentals, Straight 
Up Chumps can deliver on that promise. 
Should you miss the May concert, the band 
will be back at The Coachman June16, July 
8 and Aug. 5. For a full schedule of concerts, 
go to Straightupchumps.com

Friday, May 26, the fun and always popu-
lar band American Cheese performs. Spe-
cializing in songs from the 80s, this band 

will get people moving. With a catalogue 
of nearly one hundred songs, American 
Cheese sells itself by playing “the songs you 
hate to love.” Hear tunes like Get Down To-
night and All About That Bass. To learn more 
about the band go to americancheeselive.
com.

The final show in May will be performed 
Saturday, May 27 and features Southern 
Bridges. Wear your cowboy hat for this rock-
ing concert. This hard rock classic country 

band acts as “a bridge between the music 
of the homeland and the people of the 
heartland.” Their set list includes a mix of ev-
erything from Aerosmith to Aldean. You can 
check out some of their samples at south-
ernbridgesband.com

The Coachman is located at 6112Cam-
bridge Way, Plainfield. All shows are 21 and 
older. There is no cover charge and perfor-
mances begin at 8 p.m. Reservations are not 
taken; seats are first come, first served. 

Progressive Euchre 
Tournament

 2nd Friday Each Month at 7 p.m. 
Park Square Manor

6990 E County Road 100 N, Avon
Donations accepted — refreshments provided

Proceeds benefit Kiwanis Club of Avon
For more information, contact 

ljenks@5ssl.com or call (317) 272-7300.

Plainfield mom to lead Promise Walk at Carlucci Center
By Chris Cornwall

The Promise Walk for Preeclampsia will 
be Saturday, June 3 at Richard A Carlucci 
Recreation Center, 651 Vestal Road, Plain-
field. Registration begins at 8 a.m. followed 
by the Pre-Race Program at 8:30 a.m. The 5K 
Walk & Fun Run starts at 9 a.m. and then it 
will be Family Fun Time beginning at 10 a.m. 
For more information, contact Erin Bangel at 
erin.bangel@preeclampsia.org.

The Promise Walk for Preeclampsia was 
launched in Plainfield by Decatur Town-
ship first grade teacher, Erin Bangel, after 
the condition caused her to deliver her son 
Benjamin (now 3 years-old), at 27 weeks. Erin 
spent a week at Methodist Hospital before 
she was allowed to go home, and Benjamin 
spent 100 days in the premature baby unit. 
Today Benjamin is a healthy preschooler, but 
many families are not so fortunate.

 “We just felt really lucky,” Bangel said. “We 
see half of the teams that are registerd have 
a loss of a mom or baby.”

She saw a need to spread awareness 

about the condition and became a volunteer 
for the Preeclampsia Foundation. The walk is 
a way to remember those lost to the condi-
tion, an educational opportunity with medi-
cal professional guest speakers, and a time 

to have fun with the family said Bangel.
For more information about the Pre-ec-

lampsia Foundation, visit www.preeclamp-
sia.org. To donate to a team participating in 
the Promise Walk, visit promisewalk.org.

Straight Up Chumps will perform 8 p.m. Saturday, May 20 at the Coachman Restaurant and Lounge, Plainfield.
 Submitted photo

Particpants from the 2016 Promise Walk for Preeclampisa at Richard A Carlucci Recreation Center, 651 Vestal 
Road, Plainfield.  Photo courtesy of Erin Bangel

June
2 Friday _____________________
June First Friday Cruise In

5 p.m. | Hendricks County Courthouse, 
1 Courthouse Sq., Danville. | Hosted by the 
Indy Hi-Winders Car Club, celebrating its 55 
anniversary. Come out for the good times, 
food, shops, music, automobiles, motorcy-
cles and tractors. For more information, visit 
indyhiwinders.com.

3 Saturday___________________
25th Annual B&O Bicycle Tour 
sponsored by Hendricks Regional Health

8 a.m. | Williams Park, 940 Locust Ln., 
Brownsburg | A great bicycle tour for all ages 
with various routes for all skill levels. This 
is not a race. Ride at your pace for as long 
as you want. All routes will experience part 
of the newest section of the B&O Trail and 
the signature bridge over White Lick Creek. 
Lunch, refreshments, entertainment and a 
special frozen treat for all riders.

4 Sunday ____________________
Kindness Awareness Walk

2 p.m. | Plainfield United Methodist 
Church, 600 Simmons St, Plainfield | The 
young entrepreneurs of Just Be Kind are 
asking members of the community to do-
nate acts of kindness rather than money. No 
registration needed. For more information, 
visit: facebook.com/Just-Be-Kind-Its-Easy.
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AN OPTION
McGilvery’s Pub 
3009 N High School Rd 
Speedway
Hendricks County resident Angela 
Halsey has been with McGilvery’s Pub 
in Speedway for 21 years. She started 
as a server and worked her way up to 
general manager, never realizing the 
owner was prepping her for another 
position. In 2014, Halsey became owner 
of McGilvry’s Pub. 
With Halsey being of Irish descent 
and her husband working for an Irish 
owned business, the pub will return to 
its authentic Irish roots. On May 15, the 
new menu will feature brisket, corned 
beef and other Irish fare with daily 
specials. 
No worries, McGilvry’s will still have its 
hand breaded tenderloins (pictured 
is the Baby Breaded). A must-try item 
from the new menu is the Rueben 

slider. I was fortunate enough to try one 
(a couple times) at last month’s Taste of 
Speedway.
Come in for dinner on Tuesdays 
and watch Don Kay’s “Fastest Hour 
in Motorsports” recorded live for 
AutoSportRadio.com. The hour long 
show features racing celebrities from 
owners to drivers and more. 
Racing memorabilia from McGilvry’s 
Pub will be auctioned off May 25 and 
26. Many of 
the items 
are one-of-
a-kind and 
part of Indy 
500 racing 
history. 

FAITHONFOOD

WHERE I DINE
Trilby Berry-Tayman, 
Avon

Where do you like to 
dine? 
Pho36
What do you like there? 
I love their yellow curry with chicken at 
medium heat. It is made with coconut 
milk, carrots, and onions along with 

white rice. I also order their spring roll 
appetizer. They are fresh with lettuce, 
shrimp, pork and other fresh vegetables.
What do you like about this place? 
It is authentic Vietnamese cooking. It is 
always fresh and consistent to taste. The 
management is pleasant and friendly.

Pho36 
9655 E US Hwy 36 

Avon

by Faith Toole
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1.

Grab a bite to eat...
       Have a cool drink!

DINE IN
CARRY OUT

DELIVERY
CHECK OUT OUR LUNCH BUFFET!

Monday-Friday, 10 am to 2pm 
$6.99 per person

Pizzaville Pizza, Pasta & Sandwiches

5201 E. US Hwy 36, Suite 106
Avon, IN | 317-386-8320

FREE 
Breadsticks
w/large or jumbo 

specialty pizza
One coupon per person per visit.

Expires May 31,2017.
Not valid with other offers. $1099 Large  14" Pizza, 2 Toppings

AVON

WE PROMISE TO PROVIDE QUALITY FOOD, A CLEAN AND FRIENDLY 
ATMOSPHERE. COME AND ENJOY THE GREEK EXPERIENCE!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513 

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

Opa!

Gus & Dimos welcome you…

North 
8555 Ditch Road, Indpls 
7AM-3PM • (317) 254-5993

South 
6845 Bluff Road, Indpls 
6AM-3PM • (317) 899-2253

West 
5201 E US Hwy 36, Avon 
6AM-3PM • (317) 745-6262

Bring the family for Avon’s Best Breakfast!

One coupon 
per person per visit. 
Expires 6/16/17

HOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

CARRYOUT  
AVAILABLE!

YEA! 

Opa! SAVE 10% 
OFF ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon. 
One coupon per person per visit.  Expires 6/16/17

SAVE 
10%

(Specials excluded) 
Valid with this coupon. LA Cafe

4 South Main
Whitestown
Bartender: Jessica Averitt

Chocolate Martini
1 oz Stoli Vanilla Vodka
1/2 oz Bailey’s Irish Cream
1/2 oz Godiva Milk Chocolate Liquor
1/2 oz Godiva White Chocolate
Shake well.
Pour into a Hershey’s Syrup lined chilled 
martini glass.

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County 
Foodie. She can be reached at  
HCICONfoodie@icontimes.com.
Follow on Instagram and Twitter @
HCICON_foodie #HCICONfoodie 
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Hendricks County ICON’s 
Greatest Generation

Tine Martin Sr., 87, of Brownsburg graduated from 
Ben Davis High School in 1948. He served two 
years in the Korean War and was a staff sergeant 
in the Army Reserve. In addition to working as a 
letter carrier in west Indy, Martin also spent 45 
years refueling race cars at Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway. He currently volunteers for Indy Honor 
Flight greeting vets at Plainfield High School 
before and after their flight.

Martin was born and raised on Indianapolis’ west 
side. Growing up, he remembers that the front 
door was never locked, families only had one car 
and kids always played outdoors. 

Martin has three children, 17 grandchildren, and 
he says too many great grandchildren to count. 
His secret to long life is to “work until you can’t 
work anymore. Aside from his volunteer work, 
Martin says he keeps busy with his “honey-to-do 
list” from his wife.

Tine Martin, Sr., 87 
Brownsburg

PARK SQUARE MANOR
317-272-7300 • www.ParkSquareSeniorLiving.com

Sponsored by

in Avon

NOMINATE someone in Hendricks County that we should recognize  
as a “Greatest Generation ICON” • email: news@myICON.info

Monumental day
Fallen trooper memorialized, widow later became first APD director

By Chris Cornwall 
Avon Police Department unveiled a stone 

memorial etched with the image of fallen 
Indiana State Trooper Robert Lather II dur-
ing a building dedication ceremony May 

5 at Avon Town Hall. Lather II’s life was cut 
short after a drunk driver he was pursuing 
struck his cruiser in Howard County July 6, 
1982. His widow, Teresa Bodnyk, who later 
became Avon’s first Law Enforcement Direc-
tor, shared the honor of unveiling the me-
morial with APD Detective Jeff Ritorto. 

Teresa Bodnyk moved to Avon with two 
young children soon after Lather II’s passing. 
During the dedication ceremony, she ex-
pressed her gratitude for being welcomed 
into the Avon community and to those in 
attendance that day. 

“When I came to this community in 1983, 
with my six-month-old daughter and two-
year-old son, you embraced me and helped 
to raise my children. You and gave us a good 
life…”

Rather than rebuild her life outside of the 
public eye, she made the “selfless decision” 
to commit herself to public service, said 
Indiana State Police Superintendent Doug 
Carter, who spoke at the ceremony.

Bodnyk spent eight years on the Gover-
nor’s Council and worked with several major 
police agencies. This experience led to her 

appointment as Avon’s first Law Enforce-
ment Director in 1996.

“Today is not only a day to celebrate the 
life of Robert Lather, it is also a day to cel-
ebrate resilience, the human spirit, specifi-
cally the spirit of a survivor,” Carter said of 
Bodnyk.

APD originally planned to unveil the me-
morial outside, but uncooperative weather 
delayed its installation and forced the cer-
emony inside town hall. However, guests 
were allowed to view the memorial where 

it was being held inside the police depart-
ment. 

“It’s truly breathtaking,” Assistant Police 
Chief Brian Nugent said. “The amount of 
detail and passion poured into one item 
for our department and community, and to 
educate officers and the public is absolutely 
stunning.”  

The piece was crafted by Hunt and Sons 
Memorials of Avon. 

“On the side of this memorial, it says duty 
and sacrifice, and that is the kind of person 
he (Trooper Lather II) was,” Bodnyk said. “I 
hope that every time a police officer goes 
through these doors at the department, 
and they look at this memorial, they will 
remember the person behind this etching 
and stone, and also remember he was a fine 
example of how every police officer should 
be in this community.”

Town Council President Aaron Tevebaugh 
read a proclamation declaring May 5, 2017 
as Trooper Robert J. Lather II Day in the 
Town of Avon.

“When I came to this 
community in 1983, with my 
six-month-old daughter and 

two-year-old son, you 
embraced me and helped to 

raise my children.” 
~ Teresa Bodnyk

COMMUNITY

Large 1 topping  traditional 
crust pizza and an order of 

breadsticks

Order online at 
www.chicagospizzaindiana.com

Like us on Facebook! Exp: 6/16/17

2230 Stafford Rd, 
#101

Plainfield, IN
317.837.1717

$1499
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Summer Fun Run Series returns
Hendricks County Parks & Recreation 

announces the ninth annual Summer 
Fun Run Series held at various locations, 
beginning June 7 for ten consecutive 
Wednesday evenings. The Summer Fun 
Run Series is free to attend. Walkers and 
runners can enjoy fresh air and exercise 

on a one-mile or 5K course at their leisure 
in this untimed, non-competitive series. 
Those who attend eight of the ten sched-
uled events will earn a t-shirt. For more 
information, dates and locations for the 
Summer Fun Run Series or to register on-
line, visit HendricksCountyParks.org.

Pictured is Hendricks County Parks & Recreation Superintendent Jeremy Weber running with his son, 
Zach, at the Hendricks Regional Health YMCA in Avon during last year’s Summer Fun Run Series. 
 Submitted Photo

Local Performers Each Night
All Nights

Gambling Tent • Beer/Wine Garden • Chicken Bingo 
 Kiddie Games • Book Fair • Carnival Rides

Food
THURSDAY: Highlight on International Food

FRIDAY: Pulled Pork Dinner/International Food
SATURDAY: Steak Dinner/International Food

ALL NIGHTS
Great Desserts • Snow Cones 

Fresh Squeezed Lemonade • Beer/Wine Garden

RAFFLE TO WIN A

NEW CAR
Raffle License# 14003

www.SaintSusannaChurch.com/Parish-Festival

6-11PM

 Celebrate 
Good Times!
 Come on in during our  
 Anniversary Celebration

We’ve been serving 
Hendricks County’s  

birding needs for

15 years!

Receive a FREE gift 
with the purchase of $100.00 or more.

WHILE
SUPPLIES 

LAST

8100 East U.S. Hwy 36, Suite O
Avon, IN 46123
(317) 272-0780 

www.wbu.com/Avon
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Community reaches out to family after home burns

‘It has renewed my faith in humanity’
By Lindsay Doty

Life is packed with plenty of twists and 
turns. Usually, when you least expect it. 

For the Thompson family (Mike, Becky, 
and their 3-year-old daughter Evie) one of 
those life-changing experiences came on 
Friday, April 28 when their home in Browns-
burg’s Hession Fields development went up 
in flames after being struck by lightning.

The family was home at the time, resting 
after spending the afternoon taking part in 
the neighborhood garage sale. Luckily, the 
Thompsons and their dog Boo made it out 
safely as flames tore through the home’s 
second floor. 

Firefighters worked feverishly in heavy 
rains to get the fire under control. Heat 
melted siding on a neighboring house but 
did not spread.

 “The big picture is that we are all alive 
and fine,” said Mike Thompson. “You can 
put a price tag on a piece of furniture and a 
house but you can’t put a price tag on a life.”

In the emotional and stressful moments 
that followed, the family says they never 
needed to ask for help. It just came. 

From the firefighter’s efforts to the count-
less friends, neighbors, and even strangers 
who offered everything from comfort meals 
and clothes to pots and pans, even a place 
to sleep.

“It has renewed my faith in humanity,” 
said Becky Thompson. “Just when you think 
everyone is selfish or out for themselves, 
people come out and they want to help 
you.”

But it wasn’t just people lending a hand, 
businesses in Brownsburg also stepped in 
with their services.

Ella Mae’s Boutique quickly donated an 
entire wardrobe for Becky and little Evie. 

Mimi’s Chic Consignment shop, also lo-
cated in Brownsburg, offered goods. Restau-
rants, like Scotty’s Brewhouse and Kroger 
have donated meals. The list goes on. 

Mike Thompson, who grew up in Browns-
burg, says he feels lucky to be part of such a 
strong community. 

“It just made me that much more proud 
and happy and humble,” he said. 

The family is staying with relatives until 
they can rent a home and eventually re-
build. Even though things are moving for-
ward, the memory of that stormy afternoon 
still haunts them.

“I just remember hearing the boom and 
then feeling a zap as I opened the fridge,” 
recalls Becky. “Evie’s movie stopped playing. 
Next thing, Mike was saying ‘I think we’re 
on fire.’” 

After they all got out, including the fam-
ily dog, Mike went back inside to grab a few 
things. That’s when he realized what was re-
ally happening. 

“The drywall above me on the ceiling 
started to separate and there was a bright 
orange glow behind it. The fire was coming 
through the vents. I said to myself, it is time 
to go,” he remembers.

As weeks pass, the fire investigation con-
tinues, as do meetings with the insurance 
company. But the shock factor is still there.

The Thompsons have shared photos 
on social media of the charred frame that 
used to be their daughter’s bedroom and 
what remains of Mike’s comic memorabilia 
display. While they’re all material goods, 

some things, like Evie’s 
handmade baby onesie 
that was signed before 
Becky’s grandmother 
passed away, are hard to 
let go.

“Some things just can’t 
be replaced,” said Becky.  

As they tackle the 
emotions and tasks 
ahead, the Thompson 
family says they are for-
ever thankful for those 
who have supported 
them along the way. 

“We can’t say thank you 
enough. I hope to shake 
every single person’s 
hand and hug them, I 
want to do that,” said Mike 
Thompson.

The Plainfield Fire Dept. and a family checking out the book bike at last year’s party.  Submitted Photo

Summer reading kick-off party 
The Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Li-
brary’s Summer Reading Club (SRC) kicks-
off with “Build a Better World,” on June 1 
from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. This year’s theme in-
corporates reading and working together 
to build better communities. “It is impor-
tant to continue promoting learning and 
fun by strengthening your mind and help-

ing to build a better community.  We want 
children in our community to be healthy, 
active readers and care about the world 
around them,” explains Joanna Carter, the 
library’s Community Central Manager.  For 
more information or to register, go to 
www.plainfieldlibrary.net.

The Thompson’s home was set ablaze by a lightning strike Friday, April 28. 

(from left) Evie, Becky and Mike Thompson with donations from the Brownsburg community in the 
background. Photos by Lindsay Doty
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A
D N Y

W I A T E
H I S I M T T

P A L T D A A L T
Z A R L I N N K A A T

G D T R I L I D M S I R N
D E A Y A L T E A H R A G
E E O N M E R M N S A H N
E T R R C D E R O I T K I
H L T E G E B I W L E L R
L C E O T E O F A G R E P
Y A H E L S R F R N C C S

G R A T R I A U E E Z
O E R S A M I Z S

L N L C H T Y
O I E T C

I M S
B

6 British Royal Family Members 4 Famous Horses
__________________ __________________
__________________ __________________
__________________ __________________
__________________ __________________
__________________
__________________ 3 Butler Majors

__________________
5 Types of Water __________________
__________________ __________________
__________________
__________________ 2 Hoosier Artists
__________________ __________________
__________________ __________________

1 RV Museum & Hall of Fame City
   __________________

Find the items in the puzzle going up, down, sideways or diagonally 
and list them. Each letter is used no more than once.

Across
1.  Ft. Wayne-born fashion designer: 

Bill ___
6. Sam’s Barber Shop powder
10. Not as much
14. Construction pin
15. CVS hand lotion ingredient
16. Hodgepodge
17. Avon HS French class affair?
18. A “D” at Brownsburg HS
19. Fair Oaks Farms baby
20. Indy 500 winner who shares his 

surname with a Purdue All-America QB
22. Danville HS valedictorian’s rank
23. Hoosier Trails Boy Scout bow
24. Small boat
26. Indianapolis Indians bat wood
28. Miss. neighbor
31. UIndy psych class topic
32.  Like your stomach after a 

Golden Corral buffet, maybe
36. “That’s show ___!”
37. Churchill Downs event
39. Composed a Lilly press release
40. Hummel Park picnic pests
42. Former Vandalia Trail tracks
44. Cascade HS test choice
45. Get ready to drive at Twin Bridges
47. Pesky swarm
49.  Do arithmetic at Pittsbor 

Primary School
50. Fence in
52. “I’m impressed!”
53.  Tom Carnegie pronouncement at 

IMS: “___ on it!”
54. On, as a lamp
55.  Indiana Supreme Court’s longest 

serving justice: ___ Newton 
Blackford

57. Wrinkly fruit at Kroger
60. Big coffee holder at The Palms
62.  Indy 500 winner who shares his 

surname with a  Pacers head 
coach

66. Serb or Croat
67. Ring up
69.  Indiana Senate candidate’s 

concern
70. Anti-fur org.
71. So Italian Restaurant good-bye
72.  WXLW radio talk show hostess 

Ingraham
73. Viewed
74. Black stone at Nelson Jewelers
75. Religion of the Koran

Down
1. Actor Pitt
2. South American capital
3. Declare in Hendricks County Court
4. The Cat in the Hat creator
5. Caressed
6. Claddagh Irish Pub spigot
7. Standoffish
8. Crazy as a ___
9. Marsh breakfast food section
10.  Indy 500 winner who shares his 

surname with a local Cadillac 
dealer

11. Distinctive flair
12. Hoosier farm cylinder
13. Cushy
21. African river or country
25. Search for food
27. Indiana State Fair barn female
28. Let up
29.  Bed Bath & Beyond sheets and 

stuff
30. Ancient Mexican
32. Rules to follow
33. Beth-El Zedeck Temple scroll
34. Musical exercise piece
35.  Hendricks County Recorder’s 

Office papers

38. Recycling ___
41.  Indy 500 winner who shares his 

surname with an Indy steak-
house appellation

43. Brown ermine
46. Kona Jack’s luau dish
48. Kenya’s official language
51. Wall plaster
55.  Hometown Family Dentistry 

filling
56.  Unwakable states in the IU 

Health ICU
57. Letter carriers’ org.
58.  Indy native Ryan Murphy’s hit 

show

59. ___ Show with David Letterman
61.  Word on a WRTV weather map, 

often
63. Handle roughly
64. Taj Mahal site
65. Lin’s Alterations line
68. Shapiro’s bagel topper

Puzzle Time

Solutions on page 21

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65

66 67 68 69

70 71 72

73 74 75

7 9 6

6 1 4 8

4 9

7 4 1 8

8 5

5 2 6 7

6 8

9 4 2 7

2 8 4 ASCSeniorCare.com

ASC Referral Line: 888-996-8272 
Available 24 Hours/Day • 365 Days/Year 

Fax: 317-991-1328 • referralline@ASCSeniorCare.com

Here When You Need Us!

Danville Regional Rehabilitation
255 Meadow Dr., Danville
Countryside Meadows
762 N. Dan Jones Rd., Avon
Eagle Valley Meadows
3017 Valley Farms Rd., Indianapolis
Brownsburg Meadows Healthcare
2 E. Tilden, Brownsburg
Washington Healthcare Center
8201 W. Washington St., Indianapolis

PUZZLE
SPONSORED
BY:
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By Mark Ambrogi
The Avon and Plainfield Chick-fil-A are 

separated by four miles. The owners, who are 
friends, have much in common besides proximity.

The franchise operators share the same first 
name, a philanthropic nature and families that 
include adopted children. They also each have 
coached youth sports, live in Avon now and have 
stores with award winning sales.

The Avon store, 10791 E. U.S. Highway 36, is 
owned by Chris Tincher while the Plainfield store, 
E. Main St., is owned by Chris Spires.

“With our stores being so close together we 
share a lot of customers,” Tincher said. “We careful 
how we market our businesses and work in our 
communities so we can maintain a good healthy 
relationship with each other. He’s great to work 
with.

Tincher has owned the Avon franchise since 
2009. He previously owned the Chick-fil-A in the 
Castleton area in Indianapolis since 2002. Prior to 
that, Tincher had been in the hotel industry for 
12 years.

Tincher, from Louisville, has been in the 
Indianapolis area since 1998.

“Chick-fil-A is looking at Brownsburg so if it 
finds a location that is something I’d be interested 
in,” Tincher said. 

Tincher, 45, lives in Avon with his wife Amber, 
twin daughters Chloe and Jasmine,11, and son 
Reece, 8.

“With Chick-fil-A we like to be involved 

with youth and education,” Tincher said. 
“One organization I’m involved with is Youth 
Leadership in Hendricks County as a mentor.”

Tincher serves on the board of the Avon 
Education Foundation and serves on the center 
advisory board of Hendricks Regional Heath 
YMCA. He also serves as an Avon Junior Athletic 
Association coach in football and basketball.

“For us as operators, most of us have a desire 
to be active in our communities, we want to be 
able to give back,” Tincher said. “It’s important 
for us to have a positive influence on those we 
serve. When I was looking at Chick-fil-A, the 
biggest thing was the like-minded values. That’s 
the most important thing for me with whatever 
organization I would be involved with. Having 

a business that is closed 
on Sunday and having the 
opportunity to worship with 
my family that was terrific. 
The restaurant business is so 
crazy, it’s nice to have that 
Sunday off.

Spires has been running 
the Plainfield store since July 
2004 and owned it since July 
2005.

“My dad owned his own 
dry cleaners for 15 years and 
I’m kind of wired like him, 
I know it would be best if I 
worked for myself,” Spires 
said. “I saw the benefits of 
working for myself and some 
of the drawbacks. I always 
knew that and I wanted to 
own one.”

Spires, 41, and his wife, 
Julie, worked in a homeless 
shelter in Houston and when 
they came back to Indiana he 
interviewed with a franchise 
owner on the north side of 
Indianapolis.

“When talking with him it 
was clear Chick-fil-A servant 
heart matched who I was and 
what I was about,” Spires said. 
“I worked for him for a year-
and-a-half and offered me the 

chance to go to the Plainfield store because the 
owner was transitioning to a new store.”

Spires said the store then had the lowest sales 
volume in the Chick-fil-A chain for non-mall 
stores. But he saw progress in the year he ran so 
when he had the option to buy the store and did.

“Our store just won the (company’s) Symbol of 
Success sales award for the sixth time,” Spires said. 
“I’m one of two operators to win the award six 
times in the same store. You have to grow sales 18 
percent year over year to win it.”

Spires pointed out Tincher’s Avon store has 
won it two years in a row.

“So both the Avon and Plainfield stores have 
had great success and I think we would both 
tie that to great community support in vibrant 
communities ,” Spires said.

Spires, who grew up in Michigan, went to 

Anderson University where he met Julie. They 
have five children, including three adopted. The 
children are Noel, 13, Preston, 10, Ezekiel, 6, and 
3-year-old twins Rechelle and Gabrielle. 

“They been more of a blessing for us that we’ve 
been for them,” Spires said of adopting.

Spires is a past president of the Plainfield 
Chamber of Commerce and coaches youth 
soccer. He is the mowing team at Plainfield 
Christian Church. Spires moved from Plainfield to 
Avon a year ago.

”
“For us as operators, 

most of us have a desire 
to be active in our com-
munities, we want to be 

able to give back.”
- Chris Tincher

”
“I saw the benefits of 
working for myself and 
some of the drawbacks.”
- Chris Spires

How Chris Tincher did it:

What’s the best advice you ever received?

People don’t care how much you know, 
until they know how much you care.

Best Business Decision I ever made: 
To understand that we’re not just in the 
chicken business, we’re in the people 
business.

Worst Advice you ever received: 
It’s just who you are, you can’t help it. 
This is just a terrible excuse for bad 
behavior or a habit. Be honest with 
yourself. Recognize the need to change 
and do it! We should all strive for 
continuous improvement and personal 
excellence.

In five years I want to….
Be a better husband, father, develop 
leaders, and have a positive influence on 
my community. 

My secret to my success is…
Surrounding myself with great people. I 
tell my team often that I can accomplish 
very little on my own, but with everyone 
working together we can accomplish 
great things. 

Chris Tincher’s list:
Five books that had an impact on 
Chris Tincher: 

n  The Bible

n  Necessary Endings  by Dr. Henry Cloud

n   How to Win Friends and Influence People   
by Dale Carnegie

n  Start with Why by  Simon Sinek

n   The Dream Manager 
by Matthew Kelly 

Chris Tincher and Don Cathy, chairman and CEO of Chick-fil-A, during 
Chick-fil-A operator's graduation in 2002.  Submitted photos

Chris Spires, left, takes the keys to the Plainfield 
restaurant from Lew Leckrone, circa 2005.  

Chick-fil-A
10791 E US Highway 36

Avon
(317) 271-7760 • chick-fil-a.com

DOUBLE ORDER Hendricks County Chick-fil-A franchise owners 
have much in common and it's more 
 than just their success.
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As originally appeared in the May 2017 
issue of Hendricks County Business Leader.
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As originally appeared in the May 2017  
issue of Hendricks County Business 
Leader.

How Chris Spires did it:
What’s the best advice you ever received?
If it is to be then it is up to me. In other 
words, success does not happen on 
its own. It happens by selecting good 
people who work hard and want to be 
successful themselves…

Best business decision you ever made:
Living in the community that my 
business is in and also belonging to the 
chamber of commerce. The chamber 
has allowed me to network with other 
businesses and individuals who have 
enjoyed success and are willing to 
share why they are successful. Also 
making sure my business and me 
as an individual are involved in the 
community…

 Worst advice you ever received:  
Build it and they will come. Really the 
truth is: there is so much competition 
out there we have to go get our 
customers. Earn our customers’ business 
by providing a level of service that 
differentiates us from our competition 
and builds a level of trust so that our 
guest knows what they are going to 
get every time they come through our 
doors…

In five years I want to…
I want to be doing what I am doing now. 
I love serving others and doing it with 
energetic people. The majority of my 
staff is young folks and the cream of the 
crop. Maybe be a little less hands on 
operationally. 

My secret to success is…
The people that work with me. They 
come every day to serve others, work 
hard and have fun.

Chris Spires' list…
Five books that had an impact on 
Chris Spires: 
n  The Dream Manager by Matthew Kelly

n  Necessary Endings by Dr. Henry Cloud

n   The Five Dysfunctions of a Team  
by Patrick Lencioni

n   The 5 Languages of Appreciation in the 
Workplace by Gary Chapman and Paul 
White

n  The DNA of Relationships by Gary Smalley

Chick-fil-A
2687 E Main St

Plainfield
(317) 839-4886 • chick-fil-a.com

1.00%
APY2

BMO Harris Select
Money Market® Special

Money Market 
National Average

0.08%
APY1

Stop searching.
Start saving.

1  National average Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is calculated by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and is accurate as of April 24, 2017.
2  Available for a new BMO Harris Select Money Market® account opened by June 30, 2017 with a minimum $25,000 deposit of funds not currently on deposit at BMO Harris Bank N.A. or its af� liates 
and earn the guaranteed rate for one full year from the date of account opening. Account balance must stay between $25,000 and $999,999.99 to maintain the promotional Annual Percentage Yield 
(APY). The standard APY will apply when the balance is below $25,000 or is $1,000,000 or more. Limit one promo account per customer. Offer is subject to change without notice and cannot be 
combined with any other offer. BMO Harris reserves the right to amend or cancel any part of this offer at any time.
BMO Harris Select Money Market is a variable rate account and the minimum deposit needed to open the account is $1,000. Interest rates and APYs may change at any time without notice. At any 
time, interest rates and APYs offered within two or more consecutive tiers may be the same. When this is the case, multiple tiers will be shown as a single tier. The following collected balance tiers 
and corresponding APYs are effective as of April 7, 2017 and are subject to change at our discretion at any time: 0.05% for balances less than $25,000 and 0.15% for balances of $25,000 or more. 
Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. Fees or withdrawals may reduce earnings. 
For current rate information, call 1-888-340-2265.

These rates apply to our Central and Southern Indiana locations, our Kansas locations, our Missouri locations and our locations in St. Clair County in Illinois. 
Banking products and services are subject to bank and credit approval. BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC © BMO Harris Bank N.A. (5/17)

Earn a guaranteed 1.00% APY2 for one full 
year from the date of account opening when 
you open your account with at least $25,000 in 
new money by June 30, 2017.

12x
the national 
average.1

Earn up to

 bmoharris.com
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Questions  
for…10 Kevin Lee

1 You regularly cover America’s biggest racing events. How does the 
Indianapolis 500 event stand in comparison?

Nothing compares to the Indianapolis 500, not just in racing, but in any sport. I’ve 
broadcasted at the Super Bowl and NBA Finals… Those are huge and special if you 
are with the team, but just look at the numbers. There’s always between 200,000 and 
250,000 people at the 500. And last year, there were 350,000. It is the largest single day 
sporting event in the world and it’s been going on for over 100 years now. There are only 
a few events that can say that, but they do not have the mass of 
humanity that the Indianapolis 500 has.

2 So in terms of a spectacle, it’s beyond compare? 
…The Super Bowl is the biggest sporting event in America 

in terms of interest. But nothing else compares to the 500 when 
you talk about emotions and the spectacle of everything involved 
with it. You see what it means to people, some of them have sat 
in the same seats for 20, 30, 40, 50 years. They have their rituals 
down, and while the race is the highlight, it is also the 45 minutes 
leading up to the race and the association with Memorial Day 
weekend…

3 Besides Fernando Alonso, what is the big story this year?
A lot of people thought there was a bump in attention and 

attendance…The racing is much better than it used to be. Back 
in the day, the 500 was about the 30 minutes before the race, and 
what it meant to win the race. Fans just wanted to be there. 

4 So you see a difference now as opposed to 10 years ago? 
Before, you wanted to see the beginning of the race and 

the end of the race. But let’s be honest, not a lot happened during 
the race. It was kind of a single file track. Some people thought 
that it was too skinny and you just couldn’t pass anymore. Let’s remember, the track 
was built over 100 years ago. So while it wasn’t as exciting, it was still significant and 
important. Well, now that has all changed… 

5 How so? 
It used to be that if you were within a half of a lap of the leader, then it was a 

close race. It was more about surviving the race. Starting about five years ago, we’ve 
had about 30 plus passes a year for the lead. One year there were 60. Before that you 
might see 12. With the way the cars are made now, it’s more like stock car in terms of 
strategy. You see more back and forth between drivers because the cars allow them 
draft better…

6 What effect has Fernando Alonso had on the public’s interest?  
Really, the story was about the event until Alonso came in. His entry added an 

international aspect to this. Now the world is really paying attention to this race. He is 
an active Formula 1 driver racing in the Indianapolis 500. That has never happened. He 
is skipping the Monaco Grand Prix, which is their Indy 500. He said I am not going to do 

that because the Indy 500 is the biggest race in the world. The Formula 1 crowd is not 
real keen on one of their champions saying that.

7 With the entry of Alonso, what is that saying to world?
It verifies the significance of this event… To be fair though, there are some 

circumstances that contributed to this. Alonso does not have a competitive car this 
year (in the Formula 1 Series). Their Honda engine has not been good. In fact, he hasn’t 
scored a point all year. So if he were in the running for the points championship, I highly 

doubt that he would be skipping Monaco. But for many years he 
has said he wants to race the 500. He said he thinks it is the biggest 
race in the world and he would do it once he retired from Formula 
1, or they change the schedule so Monaco isn’t on the same day.

8 Looking back at your past broadcasts, what 500 moment 
most stands out to you?

Probably the end of the 2006 race. I was in the pit section of Sam 
Hornish (Jr.) and he had a problem with one his hoses, a fuel line 
was stuck. When that happened, he fell behind a lap, and it looked 
like his day was pretty much over. You had Danika Patrick running 
up front and Michael Andretti who was coming out of retirement to 
race with his son, Marco. He had led all these laps and never won. 
Then his 19 year old son passes him and it looks like he is going to 
win the race. So you are waiting for Marco Andretti and thinking of 
the story lines, ‘Andretti in Victory Lane for the first time since 1969.’ 
Then for the first time we had a final lap pass. Somehow Hornish 
got back to the front. I’m standing at the wall with Roger Penske, 
and we do not know who’s won… That was the day he passed 
Andretti and the finish line to win in 2006. Besides ’82, a lot of 
people will say that it was the most entertaining last 10 laps of any 
500 race.

9 Have you ever had any close calls reporting from the pit?
It can be dangerous… But personally, no, I’ve never had any kind of scare like 

that.

10 Do you have a prediction for who will win the race?
It is going to be between (Team) Penske, Ganassi (Racing), and Andretti 

(Autosport). The great thing about this year’s race is that there are 14 or 15 drivers who 
could win. It’s hard to tell right now but my pick before the season was Scott Dixon. He’s 
only won once, but he has always been great here. If you talk to me again next week, 
I may change my mind. There is talk that Team Penske might unveil a new spec of an 
engine that could blow everyone away. That’s happened before. So I am going to say 
Dixon…

Professional sports broadcaster Kevin Lee is a familiar voice in the 
world of IndyCar racing. Since 2004, he has been a turn announcer for 
the IndyCar Series and is gearing up for another worldwide broadcast 
of the 101st running of the Indianapolis 500. 

Lee is a Ben Davis graduate and currently resides in Avon with his 
wife Stacey and their children, Jackson and Savannah.  His resume 

includes stints with NBC, ABC, ESPN2, Fox Sports Indiana, NBATV, HDNet and the Performance Racing Network 
NASCAR Radio. 

As the 500 approaches, ticket sales suggest attendance could again reach 300,000. The buzz around Formula 1 
driver Fernando Alonso also continues to build.

With interest in this year’s race coming to a fever pitch, here we ask Kevin Lee 10 questions…

Compiled by Chris Cornwall

“The Super Bowl is the 
biggest sporting event 
in America in terms of 
interest. But nothing 
else compares to the 

500 when you talk 
about emotions and the 
spectacle of everything 

involved with it.”
~ Kevin Lee



Debi, Danville

Debi was diagnosed with breast cancer last spring. Her proactive approach to routine screenings, along with 
advanced 3D mammography, caught her cancer early. Thanks to her team at Hendricks Regional Health, Debi beat 
breast cancer and is back to enjoying life on the farm with her husband and grandkids. Every woman has a story. 
Defi ne yours with early detection. Schedule a 3D mammogram at HENDRICKS.ORG/MAMMOGRAM.



Enjoy this summer in style with our Mallin Casual Furniture Sale!
Take an additional 20% off the sale price!  (Excludes Manager’s Specials).  Expires May 31, 2017.

Design, beauty, form and function.....Bring the outdoors 
alive with Mallin Casual Furniture!

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

& PATIO TOO
, INC.

13,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE MORE THAN WICKER!

REMARKABLE STYLE & SELECTION + INCREDIBLE QUALITY & COMFORT
OUTSTANDING DESIGNERS & CUSTOMER SERVICE

860 North Green Street • Brownsburg, IN • 317-852-5180 / 70 Mardale Drive • Brownsburg, IN  • 317-852-1509
www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.com •  • Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Financing Available


