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SHOP LOCAL
The Brownsburg Band and Orchestra Parents

present the 20th Annual

Musical Breakfast
with Santa!

Saturday, December 3, 2016
Brownsburg West 

Middle School Dining Room
7:00 - 11:00 AM

•  French Toast Sticks 
with Syrup

• Scrambled Eggs

•  Sausage Links 
or Bacon

• Orange Juice

• Coffee or Milk

$1000 per adult or child
Includes 4 craft tickets per reservation.

Additional craft tickets  
available at the door - 4 for $1.

Pictures with Santa available for $500 per picture.
Activities: 

Instrument “Petting Zoo” • Cookie Decorating
Face Painting • Craft Stations

Musical entertainment by Brownsburg instrumental music students!

All reservations should be received by Tuesday, Nov. 29. Seating is limited.
Questions contact: Peppy Parsey pjws4parsey@sbcglobal.net  

or (317) 852-3032

one item

317-286-3025

Small Business Saturday
Saturday, November 26, 2016

20% Off
Coupon valid Nov 26, 2016 ONLY!

Must present coupon  
at time of purchase.

Open 10-5

One item only up to $25 00

Furniture & Home decor consignment
26 South Green St. | Brownsburg, IN 46112
bbconsignanddesign.com

Small Business  
Saturday 2016

November 26, 2016

To advertise in  

shop local
contact  

Haleigh Inscore at
(317) 451-4088.

Small Business Saturday is the day to support 
hard working local venders that benefit our 
community. They add diversity to the products 
available to us, customer service is more hands 
on and personal, and not to mention, the money 
spent there goes back into the community. 

The values they offer are not written on a 
price tag. Local entrepreneurs bring creativity, 
work ethic, and ingenuity to Hendricks County. 
We support and commend these individuals for 
making small business a big part of Hendricks 
Country.



Book Your  
Holiday Party 
 Now!

2353 Perry Road, Plainfield, Indiana 46168
Phone: (317) 839-9990
fivestarc.com/thepalms
info@fivestarc.com

Delicious food,  
attentive service and 
great atmosphere for 
your holiday party.

Full-service catering
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Stories/News?
Have any news tips? 
Want to submit a 
calendar event? 
Have a photograph 
to share? 
Call Chris Cornwall 
at 317-451-4088 
or email him at 
chris@icontimes.
com. Remember, our news deadlines are 
several days prior to print. 

Want to 
Advertise?
Hendricks County 
ICON reaches a 
vast segment of 
our community. 
For information 
about reaching our 
readers, call Haleigh 
Inscore at 
317-451-4088 or 
email her at haleigh@icontimes.com.

6319 E US Hwy 36, Ste 3C, Mailbox #16
Avon, IN 46123

Ph: (317) 451-4088
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Haleigh Inscore 
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Avon continues winning tradition,  
but students' growth at center of program

Story and photos by Chris Cornwall
Avon competed for its fourth title at 

the Bands of America (BOA) Grand Na-
tionals Saturday, Nov. 12 In Indianapolis. 
Before the Marching Black and Gold en-
tered Lucas Oil Stadium that evening, Di-
rector Jay Webb addressed his students. 

“I want you guys to understand that 
a lot of things can happen tonight, but 
what you can control is being the best 
version of you.”

Webb embraced this same philoso-
phy when he was not much older than 
his own students.  At just 18 yrs. old, he 
traveled to New Jersey to join the Bridge-
men Drum Corps, an elite junior compe-
tition band. What he felt competing at 
this level proved pivotal in Webb’s in life. 
“The doors flew open,” he said. “I learned 
about myself that I love being good… 
Now what do I have to do to get there?” 

It would seem clear to most that Jay 
Webb has already gotten there. Pres-
ently, the program under his direction 
has achieved virtually every award at 
the top level. But what he embraced as 
a young man has never stopped rever-
berating - what he calls “commitment 
to excellence.” Only now as an educator, 
he instills it in his students. “That’s what 
drives me,” he said. “I’m here to motivate 
and change lives, and maybe for some-
one I haven’t done that yet.”

If there are students that Webb and 
the program have yet to influence, it 
wasn’t apparent at the 2016 BOA Grand 
Nationals. The Orioles marched unim-
peded to the finals. In front of a packed 
Lucas Oil Stadium, Avon’s final perfor-

mance was nothing short of remarkable. 
They posted a score of 97.45, one of high-
est ever recorded in BOA competition, 
and just .25 less than Avon’s 2010 Grand 
National Championship score of 97.70.

Although Avon ended up with a sec-
ond place finish, due to a scoring techni-
cality, they still proved to be one of the 
two best marching bands in the nation. 

After 40 yrs. of teaching, Webb has 
learned this level of achievement is 
open to all students. “With teaching, 
guidance, and the parents’ support, any 
kid can learn to be anything,” he said. 

“But the over-arching theme is that 
we are teaching kids to become con-
tributing adults. It’s not the music, it’s 
not the marching, it’s not the shows. It’s 
to be positive, thoughtful, intellectual, 
artistic, physical, and respectful. It is a 

life changing experience, I’m very proud 
of that.”

Members of Avon Marching Band; (front) Tim Anderson and Jack Hilsmeyer; and Color Guard; 
(behind) Kasia Crain and Sierra Smith.

Avon Band Director Jay Webb 

Avon recently competed in the Band of America Grand Nationals at Lucus Oil Stadium. Pictured 
here are tuba players Seth Howell, Sam Gillam, Tom Bond, and Logan Howard.

Members of Avon Marching Black and Gold; Maddie Howell, 
Kayla Jones, Adam Kirsch, and Color Guard; Lauren Crandall.
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COVER STORY

November is National Adoption 
Awareness Month and the Allens of 

Plainfield are more aware than mosta dozen blessings
By Gus Percy

Thanksgiving is a time when 
families gather to enjoy the bless-

ings of their lives’. The Allens of Plainfield have a rather large 
family. They adopted 12 children over a 30 year span, so 
Thanksgiving means something more to them.

Soon after the Allens learned they couldn't have biologi-
cal children, they privately adopted a baby girl from India-
napolis. Whitney, who is now 30 and married with kids of 
her own, was adopted immediately after being born.

Then the Allens started moving toward international 
adoptions and traveled to Columbia. 

'We were really young and dumb," Mike said. "We realized 
after we were too far into it that this is a really dangerous 
country." Despite the danger, the Allens brought back their 
son, Brady, who is 30 and currently serves in the U.S. Army.

Since then, the Allens have adopted 10 children from Chi-
na. Their names are (in order of age) Lael, Arden, Bret, Remi, 
Stefan, Shepard, Lyric, Cokie, Pryor and Boone.

The adoption orders are different. All of them were 2 
years of age or older when adopted. Due to Chinese regula-
tions, the Allens could only adopt one child at a time. They 
were required to pick the children up in person. In 2010, the 
regulations changed and the Allens were able to get two at 
a time during their last few trips.

Each child has a unique story. They come from different 
areas of the vast country, Nanjing, Rohan and Guan Jo. 

Transitionally, the Allens give thanks to Plainfield Com-
munity Schools and their English as a Second Language 
program or ESL.

Sandra says there was never a plan to adopt this many 
children. "After we decided to adopt and went to China, you 

see the needs of the orphans and realize you can change 
their life," Sandra said. “You see these great kids with no 
future and you know you can give them that. It's like the 
blessing is yours."

As Mike was finishing up law school, Sandra asked him if 
they could try to adopt from China. A week after he passed 
the bar exam, the two boarded a plane for China. While 
Sandra was there to adopt Cokie, she met Arden who was 9. 
She decided to adopt Arden that day and began the paper-
work immediately after returning with Cokie. They picked 
up Arden a year later. This was the pattern that blossomed 
into 10 children.

In all, the Allens have been to China nine times, eight to 
adopt and last spring, the couple returned with two of the 
children to give them a sense of heritage.

It's unlikely that the children will ever be able to seek out 
their birth parents, Sandra said.

"It's not an option," she said. "Because here, if you want 
to give up your baby, you go and you give it up. There, it's 
against the law to even be pregnant. If they found out you 
were pregnant without your license, then you can get into a 
lot of trouble. So they have to abandon the child secretly."

However, two of the girls know their biological sisters. 
Arden's sister was adopted by a family from California and 
Remi's sister was adopted in nearby Monrovia. This is amaz-
ing since children from this region are adopted world-wide.

Two of the girls were burned in China. Cokie was in a hos-
pital when Mike and Sandra adopted her. "We don't even 
know how many surgeries she's had," Sandra said. "She had 
some in China. We've done one to two surgeries every year 
since we got her, so she's probably had 30."

Bret was also burned as a young child. She was adopted 
at the age 4 and is also in the middle of a series of surgeries.

Lyric had open-heart surgery in China before being ad-
opted. After many visits to Riley Hospital for Children, the 
doctors said she was healthy.

Money is a bit of a struggle. Sandra estimates that an 
adoption from China runs $25,000 in today's value. "China's 
a lot cheaper than other countries," Sandra said. "It's prob-
ably half the price of Russia."

The Allens are done adopting. They're very proud of their 
family and what they've been able to accomplish, but they 
take no credit.

"We don't think we did it," Sandra said. "We really believe 
this was God's plan for us."      

No longer  
a world apart

By Gus Percy

International adoptions peaked in 2004 with almost 
23,000 children being brought to the United States. 
According to the Bureau of Consular Affairs, China has 
long held the top spot in these types of adoptions fol-
lowed by Ethiopia and Russia.

Intercountry adoptions started after World War II and 
seem to pick up after a country is torn apart by war. 

Lori Hiatt of Plainfield is one of the earliest adoptees 
from South Korea. She and her sister were adopted 
through a U.S. agency in 1960.

"After the Korean War, the people were very poor and 
with international adoptions from China and Japan, 

people were able to attain babies but the laws were dif-
ferent and stringent," Hiatt said. "Korea was one of the 
countries that would allow babies to come over with an 
escort rather than the parents having to spend all the 
money to fly out there and pick them up themselves."

Hiatt was adopted as an infant. Her parents, Dan and 
Geraldine Regan, had tried for many years to adopt. Her 
father was very close to the cutoff age for adopting. But 
they found an agency that would bring the children 
to America for adoption. Her mom picked her out of a 
catalog.

"My sister and I kind of grew up as celebrities," Hiatt 
said. "Our first day of Kindergarten was in the (news) 
paper."

Although the sisters are not blood related, they were 
similar in age and called the Regan Twins. Cheryl, Hiatt's 
sister, did try to find her birth mother, but Hiatt was nev-
er curious about any of that. She says she was pleased 
with her experience and loved her adopted parents.

Lori Hiatt shows off a photo published in the Logansport 
Pharos-Tribune circa 1960s of her and her twin sister, Cheryl.

Photo by Rick Myers

"We realized after we were too 
far into it that this is a 

really dangerous country." 
~ Mike Allen

“You see these great  
kids with no future and 

 you know you can 
 give them that. It's like the 

blessing is yours."  

~ Sandra Allen

On the Cover: The Allen family, front, center: Boone; second row, Lyric, 
Shepard, Cokie and Arden; third row, Stefan, Pryor, Remi and Lael; back 
row, Sandra, Mike and Bret. Not pictured is Brady and Whitney. 

Photos by Rick Myers

Boone Pryor Cokie Lyric

Remi

ArdenBretLaelShepard

Stefan Mike and Sandra
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By Dick Wolfsie
“Hey, there’s that 

grumpy old man,” 
said a lady at the grocery store the other 
day. “You talkin’ to me?” I snapped back 
(Mafia-style), which I think ruined any kind 
of denial I was planning to offer.

“I read your column every week,” she said. 
“You are always grouchy about something. 
Just like my husband. What good does it do 
you to complain?”

Am I really that cantankerous? I went 
back over all my weekly columns since 2001 
to see if I could find any evidence of her 
claim. I only found about 324 examples.

One of these is cereal boxes. I can go into 
the dollar store and buy 50 zip-lock bags 
for a buck, but the skinflints at Post and 
General Mills can’t find a lousy two cents to 
put their Cheerios and Wheaties into a zip-
pable plastic pouch inside their cardboard 
boxes. I know that there are many out there 
who think the current packaging is just fine.  
And that’s not even counting 100 billon tiny 
black ants.

Another one is phone extensions. I call 
people in their office at a small company 
and their phone extension is like 78456. Se-
riously? How about 6? Six would be a good 
extension. And by the way, I live on a street 
with four houses and my number is 8210. 
And while I’m in a grumpy mood about 
numbers, I don’t like having to put in the 
area code to call my neighborhood across 
the street. 

Finally, I want every waiter in Indiana to 
know that the next time I order an iced tea, 
I do not want it served with a thin slice of 
lemon desperately clinging to the rim of the 
glass. YOU CANNOT SQUEEZE A SLICE OF 
LEMON; YOU NEED A WEDGE OF LEMON. 
NOT A SLICE. A WEDGE!

Now, here are a few things I don’t want 
people to say to me when I am out and 
about.

“Would you like a bag for that?” Clerks ask 
me that all the time. That’s fine when you 
have several small items. But the other day 
I bought a small package of M&M’S. “Would 
you like a bag for that?”  “NO, THEY ARE AL-
READY IN A LITTLE BAG.” (I’m yelling again, 
aren’t I?)

“Have you dined with us before?” Why do 
waiters ask that question? How could that 
make a difference? No, we’ve never been 
here before. I see food items listed on this 
big piece of paper with prices next to each 
one. Now what do we do?

“Will that be all? Oh, thank you for asking. 
Oh, yeah, I forgot that snow blower I came 
in for.

So, do you still think I’m grumpy? Hey, 
who asked you, anyway?

Grumpy new man

Dick Wolfsie lives in Indianapolis with his wife 
of 33 years. Dick is usually in the basement 
trying to think up something funny to write. 
He can be reached at: wolfsie@aol.com.

Rick Myers is co-owner of Times-Leader 
Publications, LLC.,  publisher of Hendricks 
County ICON and Hendricks County Business 
Leader. Write him at rick@icontimes.com.

From the 
publisher

Preparing for Thanksgiving Day takes 
time and effort. Whether you’re tasked with 
hosting the perfect meal, or road-tripping 
with the family through holiday traffic, we 
plan on having a very special meal every 
fourth Thursday in November. It is a time 
to contemplate our lives past and present. 
With bowed heads, we express gratitude. 
And with glasses raised high, we congratu-
late our achievement of being a family. 

But too often the holidays remind us 
of what we’ve yet to accomplish, or what 
we’ve lost upon the way - things we 
planned on being thankful for. Like battling 
holiday traffic with detours and delays, or 
toiling for hours on a dry turkey, our lives 
rarely go according to plan. There is dignity 
in is this however, something very human 
and worth appreciating.

American teacher and philosopher, Amos 
Bronson Alcott, said, “we climb to heaven 
most often on the ruins of our cherished 
plans, finding our failures were successes.” 
This is not to say we should be thankful for 
failed plans, only the strength, wisdom, and 
hope it leaves behind. And when sitting 
down with friends and family, remembering 
that this winding path has still brought you 
together.

There is always something to be gained 
from time and effort, and especially the 
unexpected. We encourage our readers to 
count their blessings, whether hidden or 
apparent, this Thanksgiving Day.

             

Coming 
together when 
a plan doesn’t 

HUMOR

VIEWS

I am always humbled when someone tells 
me how much they enjoy reading the ICON. 
The ICON team enjoys making it available to 
you twice a month. 

It’s a great feeling to know how well the 
publication has been received these last 
eight years. And it has been our team’s hon-
or to produce it for you. 

We’re serious about what we do. So 
much, in fact, that several months ago we 
released readership data that was compiled 
by SMARI, a research company based out of 
Indianapolis. 

The data revealed to us that the ICON en-
joys high readership. But more importantly, 
it told us what our readers want and expect 
from the ICON. 

I believe it’s safe to say there are not any 
other newspaper groups  - our publica-
tions - in the Indianapolis market that have 
conducted this type of research, so we’ll pat 
ourselves on the back.

Readership engagement is important and 
it’s all about connecting. We think we do 
that well but we'll always be interested in 
what you think. Please let us know how we 
can better connect with you through the 
ICON. It is your publication. You can do that 
by simply emailing me at Rick@icontimes.
com or the ICON’s editor, Chris Cornwall, at 
Chris@icontimes.com.

So, with Thanksgiving just days away, the 
ICON team has much to be thankful for – 
certainly we thank you for your readership 
and your continued support. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

thankful for 
your readership 

our VieWiCoNtoon

“Gratitude is the inward 

feeling of kindness received. 

Thankfulness is the natural 

impulse to express that 

feeling. Thanksgiving is the 

following of that impulse.” 

~ Henry Van Dyke

Quote

"It’s a great feeling to know 
how well the publication 

has been received these last 
eight years. And it has been 

our team’s honor to 
produce it for you."
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Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each issue, we’ll 
share one with you… 

In Pennsylvania, you may not sing in the 
bathtub. 
 SOURCE: dumblaws.com

belieVe it!
Yes, we want your letters: 

Readers of the HC ICON are encouraged 
to send letters to the editor as often as 

they wish. The stipulations are that the let-
ter is timely, focused (not more than 200 

words) and verifiable. Please make sure to 
provide your complete name and daytime 
and evening telephone contact numbers. 

All letters are subject to editing for brevity, 
clarity and grammar. Please direct your cor-

respondence to: news@myICON.info.

VIEWS

OPERATION
ROUND-UP

www.hendrickspower.com

Operation Round-Up is a voluntary fundraising program that lets 
members round-up their energy bill to the next whole dollar. So it is 
never more than 99 cents per month. The difference is then deposited 
into a fund held at the community foundation. Together, the co-op and 
the community foundation determine the most appropriate uses to 
benefit the community.

Together, our small change makes a big difference! If 5,000 members 
participate with an average donation of $6 per year, that’s $30,000 
we can put to work in our community. This is a great way to give 
back. 

Call our office at (317) 745-5473 to sign up! 

Operation Round-Up helps your small change 
make a big difference in your community. 

Those interested in receiving funds for the good of the community can find our 
guidelines and application at www.hendrickspower.com.

project A.N.G.e.l. 
extends a helping hand

Don’t Stress this 
Christmas Season!  
There is assistance 
available to Hendricks 

County families in need.
For over 30 years, project A.N.G.E.L. has 

assisted families struggling to provide a fes-
tive and merry Christmas for their children. 

This non-profit organization provides toys, 
clothing, pajamas and food to those who 
qualify.  Applications are available at all six 
public libraries as well as online at www.
projectangelhc.org.  To be considered for 
services, applicants must provide proof of 
income and residency. Completed paper-
work may be mailed or hand-delivered to 
Washington Township Trustees office at 
311 Production Drive, Avon, Indiana 46123. 

Our deadline is listed as Nov. 11, but we will 
accept applications up until Nov. 28 if you 
write “ICON” at the top. 

Christmas is a magical time for a child!  
Let Project A.N.G.E.L. help make this Christ-
mas one to remember!  If you have any 
questions, please contact me at (317) 790-
5546, or by email at silverscream07@yahoo.
com.

Project A.N.G.E.L. began over 30 years 
ago, when the Hendricks County Sheriff’s 
department recognized there are residents 
who work very hard to make ends meet, but 
earn enough to be disqualified for state as-
sistance.   In just a couple of short years, the 
program grew much larger than originally 
expected, so the late Rita Hodson stepped 
in to run the program.  She dedicated her 
life to making sure that no child went with-
out gifts under the Christmas tree.  Her 
motto was: “If it isn’t good enough for my 
children or grandchildren, then it isn’t good 
enough for my Project A.N.G.E.L. children.” 

Help is out there Hendricks County, you 
just have to look for it. This is the most 
amazing and rewarding job I have ever had. 
I look forward to helping as many families as 
possible this year!

Denise Mesarosh
46123

READER'S
WRITES

If it isn’t good enough  
for my children or 

 grandchildren, then it isn’t 
good enough for my  

Project A.N.G.E.L. children.
~ The late Rita Hodson,  

founder of Project A.N.G.E.L.
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By Gus Pearcy
The biggest story of the 2016 

General Election in Hendricks 
County was turnout. More than 70 percent of voters 
weighed in on this historic election. Numbers were simi-
lar in 2008 when another presidential seat was up for 
grabs, but the biggest factor was population growth and 
early voting.

There are 111,000 registered voters in Hendricks Coun-
ty. More than 77,000 voted, 25 percent of which, casted 
ballots early. Some of the wait times at early voting were 
in excess of four hours. Most waited an hour at least.

On Election Day, turnout was heavy early, but by 1 p.m. 
the lines dwindled to a trickle and most of the 104 pre-
cincts had no line at 6 p.m. This allowed officials to get 
machine results back to the Hendricks County Govern-
ment Center immediately.

Unofficial results were posted by 8:08 p.m., according to 
Hendricks County Election Board President Tyler Starkey.

"It was amazing," Starkey said. "We had some issues in 
the Primary, but (this time) we were fortunate to have the 
guy who invented the (voting) machines. He was avail-
able for us all day long."

Starkey commended the staff of Hendricks County Vot-
er Registration for the superb job of running the election, 
including Election Supervisor Laura Herzog, Circuit Court 
Clerk DJ Hoskins, and Voter Registration Clerk Tammy 
Dooley.

Dooley is also the president of the Indiana Chapter of 
the National Voter Registration Act and was responsible 

for identifying a few suspect registrations that kicked off 
the statewide investigation by the Indiana State Police.

Personally, as an Inspector for a poll in Washing-
ton Township, I was pleased with this election. At 70 
percent, this feels like a good representation of what 
the electorate desires. I've worked every primary and 
general election since 2012, this year was the busiest 
the precinct has been. At times, we had 90-plus minute 
waits. No one left. Everyone waited it out. I don't fully 
understand why people feel the need to only vote in 
open presidential-seat elections. To be fair, it is the can-
didates below the top line that can have the most im-
pact on our lives. That is proven time and time again.

There were voters who agonized over the election 
of Barack Obama who likely can't name five initiatives 
that affected their lives. History will likely record the 
same for President-elect Trump. No matter what, 77,000 
voters in Hendricks County have had their turn at the 
ballots without impediment. Free to have their votes 
recorded fairly. Whether or not your candidate won, 
the process worked. Now we must live with our fellow 
Americans and make the best of our choice. Protests 
are not what we need.

Finally, I urge future voters to mark the complete fail-
ure of the media to simply report the will of voters. Nev-
er let anyone or any organization lull you into a false 
sense of security with reports of surveys or polls. Vote, 
no matter what you hear is likely to happen. It is your 
right as an American.

Local 2016 Election Winners
US Representative Dist. 4 
R Todd Rokita
State Senator Dist. 24 
R John Crane
State Senator Dist. 35 
R R. Michael Young
State Rep. Dist. 28 
R Jeffrey Thompson
State Rep. Dist. 40 
R Gregory E. Steuerwald
State Rep. Dist. 91 
R Robert Behning
Circuit Court Clerk 
Debbie DJ Hoskins
Auditor 
Nancy L. Marsh
Treasurer 
R Shawn M. Shelley
Coroner 
R Rick Morphew
Commissioner Dist. 2 
R. Matthew D. Whetstone
Commissioner Dist. 3 
R Phyllis A. Palmer
Council At-Large 
R Caleb Brown 
R Larry R. Hesson 
R David L. Wyeth

North Salem Town Council 
R Mike Russel
R Jimmy Roberts
Avon School Board 
Cindy Turner Simmons
Anne L. Engelhardt
Kim Woodward
Brownsburg School Board 
Brown Twp. 
Eric M. Hylton
Brownsburg School Board 
 Lincoln Twp.  
Matt Freije
Danville School Board  
At-Large 
Amy Comer Elliott
Danville School Board 
Center Twp 
Michael Beatty 
Matt Steward
Plainfield School Board 
Guilford Twp.  
Scott Flood 
Katie Chamness 
Mike Allen

Early voting helps bring out  70% in Hendricks County 
COMMENTARY

The large turnout for early voting left many local residents waiting in line like the one seen here at Brownsburg Public Library, Saturday Nov. 5, 2016. Photo by Rick Myers
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Dedicated to providing fresh food,  
good nutrition and an assortment of healthful 

menu options for children and adults.

10791 E. U.S. Hwy. 36 • Avon, IN 
(317) 271-7760 

www.Cfarestaurant.com/Avon

2687 E. Main St. • Plainfield, IN
(317) 839-4886 

www.Cfarestaurant.com/Plainfield

Proud Supporters of the HCICON 
Teacher of the Month Program

Avon

Plainfield

COMMUNITY

Brownsburg residents question Green Street development items

By Becky Schroer
Concerns over the Brownsburg “public 

green” overshadowed other plan commis-
sion agenda items Oct. 24. 

Applicant Innovative Engineering & Con-
sulting, Inc., Whitestown -- on behalf of land 
owner Town of Brownsburg – received ap-

proval for a primary plat for a commercial 
subdivision on 9.4 acres at Green and Twin 
streets (including the former St. Malachy 
property and portions of Arbuckle Acres 
Park) as well as approval for a related right-
of-way waiver.

In a related topic, a development plan for 

a public green to serve as the main entrance 
into Arbuckle Acres Park as well as area 
parking was also approved by the plan com-
mission Nov. 7. This is part of a proposed 
overall mixed-use development including 
the public green entrance and recreation 
areas, parking areas, office building, multi-
family housing, and commercial uses on the 
west side of Green Street.

However, the petitions on Oct. 24 raised 
questions by several Brownsburg residents.

“It’s a disgrace we have to tear up the 
front of Arbuckle Acres like that,” said Jim 
Sering. He also expressed concerns about 
road access into the park.

Dennis Bowen, whose Ridgeway Road 
neighborhood is adjacent to the devel-
opment, expressed concerns about the 
increase in traffic, noise, foot traffic and 
potential crime with more public venues, 
and the reduction in park land. “We have en-
joyed the peace; we like it the way it is. My 
neighborhood is right next door to that. It 
is near and dear to my heart,” said Bowen, a 
resident since 1999.

“Why aren’t the (commercial) develop-
ers representing the application instead of 
the town? Why are the taxpayers involved 
with this application?” asked former town 

councilperson Bill Sibbing. “Why is the town 
paying for maintenance of a parking lot 
and underground retention tank? Where 
are the developers?” he added, suggest-
ing that other commercial developers such 

Wal-Mart, Kroger and Brownsburg Station 
pay for maintenance of their parking lots/
grounds. “Somehow the taxpayers have to 
be relieved of this expense.”

Brownsburg Plan Commission approves the Green Street development plan including the public green and 
parking on the west side of the main thoroughfare. Photo submitted.

HEAT
&COOL LLC. SINCE 1970

72 W. Main St., Danville, In 46122
Call: (317) 745-5635, Fax: (317) 745-1340

SALES • SERVICE
HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

www.heatandcool.net

“Your comfort is our business!”

Don’t get left in the 
cold this Winter. Now 

is the time to make sure 
your heater is ready for 

the winter workout. 
Schedule a clean and 
check inspection with 

Heat & Cool.

MVP SERVICE 
AGREEMENT 

$144
$154 REG. PRICE INCLUDES

1 YEAR SERVICE ON 
PRIMARY A/C & HEATING

(2 PROCEDURES)
MVP BENEFITS: 24-HOUR SERVICE, NO OT CHARGE, 

10% DISCOUNT ON REPAIR SERVICE (PARTS & 
LABOR) EXCLUDE DIAGNOSTIC FEE), IMPROVED 

EFFICIENCY/SAFETY & CAPACITY, EXTENDED 
EQUIPMENT LIFE, INFLATION PROTECTION, PROOF 
OF MAINTENANCE, AGREEMENT IS TRANSFERABLE

New Customers only.
Expires December 16, 2016

$69.00
CLEAN & CHECK 

FURNACE TUNE-UP
New Customers only.

Expires December 16, 2016

“It’s a disgrace we have to 

tear up the front of 

Arbuckle Acres like that.” 

~Jim Sering
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Elective course: Avon students  
get a lesson in voting

During the 2016 general election, over 200,000 students 
participated in the Indiana Kids’ Election (IKE), a program 
sponsored by the Indiana State Bar Association, Indiana Sec-

retary of State, and the Indiana Department of Education. The program encourages 
students to develop early voting habits by emulating our election system. Kids had to 
register, provide identification, and cast a ballot just like adults.

One of the many Hendricks County schools to participate (see below for full list) was 
Avon Intermediate East (AIE). Over 700 students were given an opportunity to decide 
who our next elected officials should be. “They have to address the problems,” said 
Haylee Trowbridge, a sixth-grader at AIE. “We have to be confident they can make our 
country what it needs to be,” she added. 

After providing proper identification, AIE students were allowed to visit designated 
voting stations to their cast ballot. The ballot included candidates seeking office for 
Governor of Indiana, the U.S. Senate seat for district 24, and President of the United 
States. 

Leading up to the election, students were instructed on how the American voting 
system works – and for good reason - there were a few interesting developments in the 
Presidential Election at Avon Intermediate East. The popular vote in one state (class-
room) was deadlocked in a tie. “We had to research what to do in such an event,” said 
Principal Jennifer Shayotovich. Electoral votes from the classroom could not be count-
ed until students participated in a run-off vote. Once the tie was broken, Shayotovich 
announced the results to eager students.

Although Donald Trump came away with the popular vote, Hilary Clinton had 
enough electoral votes to win the Presidency. “This was one of the hardest things I’ve 
had to teach,” said Michelle Howard, a Language Arts teacher at AIE. “How the popular 
vote does not ultimately decide the winner.”

For more information about the Indiana Kids’ Election, visit indianakidselection.com.  
Story and photos by Chris Cornwall

Haylee Trowbridge, a sixth-grader at Avon Intermediate East, votes during the 2016 Indiana Kid’s 
Election. Students at AIE voted electronically on laptop computers.

(L to R) Sebastian Rzucidlo, Olivia Filimon, Nolan Bach, Karissa Draper, and Camilla Touil flash their 
ID’s outside the voting room at Avon Intermediate East. Students were required to show identification 
before being allowed to vote.

After the election was over, students were able to see the results displayed on a dry-erase-board. (Standing 
L to R) Ashanti Watts, Arabella Verducci, Dara Akinbola, and Ke’Rahya.

Schools that participated  in the 2016 IKE  
•	 Central Elementary in Plainfield
•	 Danville Community Middle School
•	 Kingsway Christian School in Avon
•	 Mill Creek West Elementary Mill in Amo

•	 Plainfield Community Middle School
•	 Plainfield High School
•	 Tri-West Middle School in Lizton
•	 Tri-West Senior High School in Lizton



November 19-30, 2016
Hendricks County ICON

myICON.info   
11COMMUNITY

KEVIN KERZEE 
AGENCY

701 N Green St
Brownsburg, IN 46112-1029

kkerzee@farmersagent.com
http://www.farmersagent.com/kkerzee

O: (317) 286-3481
 C: (317) 800-3842

Fax: (317) 286-3759

Sponsored by

By  Tiffany Giles
WYRZ celebrated its first-year anniver-

sary on Oct. 27 by raising a new American 
flag. The flag and pole were donated to 
the station by Modern Woodman. Execu-
tive Director Shane Ray said, "Since I was 
five years old, this is what I wanted to do. 
It overwhelms me to think all the people 
in Hendricks County who have given their 
time, materials and money to help me ac-
complish this." 

Present at the flag ceremony were WYRZ 
board members Mike Trammel and Teresa 
Ray. Also attending were Deyman Doolittle 
and Rudy Bustamante of Modern Wood-
man and several members of the Hendricks 
County community, including multiple vet-
erans. 

Before raising the flag, Bustamante 
prayed and in a brief speech offered words 
of encouragement to all who continue to 
support the radio station, local community 
and the United States. WYRZ is radio station 
98.8FM and is also available for live stream-
ing at WYRZ.org.

Celebrating one year

Shane Ray (right)  and Rudy Bustamante 
commemorate one-year on the air by raising a 
new American flag at WYRZ in Brownsburg. 

Photo by Tiffany Giles

In an effort to bring Christmas Spirit to the Avon Community, we will be 
having a Christmas Light Decorating Contest. Decorate your place of 

business and show your holiday spirit!

The winner will receive a FREE 2017 Chamber Membership or a 
$1,000 Visa Gift Card.  A panel of judges will drive through the  
community on December 19th or 20th to vote on the Best  
Decorated Business.

To make sure your business is judged, contact the Avon Chamber at 
317-272-4333 or send an email to info@avonchamber.org. Winners 
will also receive recognition on both the Chamber of Commerce 
and Town of Avon websites.

Town of Avon
Christmas Light

Decorating Contest

Show Your Christmas Spirit!

hC iCoN News Quiz
How well do you know your Hendricks County community?  

Test your current event knowledge with a little Q&A!

1 Voter turnout in Hendricks County 
was 70 percent in this election. 

What was the turnout for early voting 
before Nov. 8? 
❏ A. More than 25 percent.
❏ B. About 25 percent.
❏ C. More than 30 percent.
❏ D. More than 40 percent

2 Who is the new director of the 
Hendricks County Economic 

Development Partnership?
❏ A. Matt Whetstone
❏ B. Donald Trump
❏ C. Jeff Pipkin
❏ D. Tom Downard

3 What is the title of the mural 
painted this summer across from 

the Hendricks County Courthouse?
❏ A.  Newspaper delivery
❏ B.  Doggone, I love this country!
❏ C. Never on Sunday
❏ D. Open Window

4 Why were flags flown at half-staff 
over Veterans Day weekend?

❏ A. For an Avon native
❏ B. For Pvt. Dakota Stump
❏ C.  For a missing soldier who was  

killed in a tragic car accident 
near Fort Hood.

❏ D. All of the above

5 What famous author visited 
Brownsburg students?

❏  A. Phil Gulley
❏  B. Michael Garland
❏  C. Erma Bombeck
❏  D. Ernest Hemingway

Answers on Page 18



Dr. Monet Bowling and the team of specialists at the Hendricks Regional Health Breast Center 
are on a mission to catch cancer early and help patients become survivors. If a patient is 
diagnosed with breast cancer, they will be seen and evaluated by a fellowship-trained breast 
surgical oncologist within 24 hours. Every woman has a story. Defi ne yours with early detection. 
Request a 3D mammogram at HENDRICKS.ORG/MAMMOGRAM.

Dr. Monet Bowling
Breast Surgical Oncologist



Dr. Monet Bowling and the team of specialists at the Hendricks Regional Health Breast Center 
are on a mission to catch cancer early and help patients become survivors. If a patient is 
diagnosed with breast cancer, they will be seen and evaluated by a fellowship-trained breast 
surgical oncologist within 24 hours. Every woman has a story. Defi ne yours with early detection. 
Request a 3D mammogram at HENDRICKS.ORG/MAMMOGRAM.

Dr. Monet Bowling
Breast Surgical Oncologist
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Nov. 19	•	A	Gala	Celebration	
| 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.| 
Hendricks County 4-H 

Fairgrounds and Conference Center | A 
musical theatre evening featuring dinner and 
performances by past and present Hendricks 
Civic Theatre youth and adult performers. 
Tickets: $30 Single, $100 for group of four. For 
more information, contact Rachel Shelton at 
(317) 995-2161 or rashelton@indy.rr.com.

Nov. 19 • Craft Fair | 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. | 
Washington Township Park Pavilion Center, 
435 Whipple in Avon | Price: $35 |For more 
information, contact at Lora Lacey at (317) 
745-0785.

Nov. 19 • North Salem Fire & EMS Chili 
Supper  | 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. | 6 S. Main St. 
in North Salem | Price: Free will offering | For 
more information, contact Steve Miller (765) 
894-6638.

Nov. 24 • Gobble Gallop | 8:00 a.m. | 
Hendricks Regional Health YMCA, 301 Satori 
Parkway, in Avon | Registration required | 5k 
run/walk benefiting the Hendricks Regional 
Health YMCA Annual Campaign | For more 
information, call Rachel Burge at (317) 204-
1912.

Nov. 25 • Christmas on the Square “Light up 
Danville” |4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. | Downtown 
Danville | For more information, call Christa 
Salyers at (317) 319-1492.

Nov. 25 –Dec. 25 • Winterland Christmas 
Light Show | Sunday - Thursday 6:00 - 9:00 
p.m.  and Friday & Saturday 6:00 - 10:00 
p.m. | Ellis Park, 600 E. Main St. in Danville 
| Holiday light show with hundreds of 
displays including a 30-ft tree that plays 
along to music on your car radio. For more 
information , contact Danville Chamber at 
(317) 745-0670.

Nov. 24 • Annual Free Community 
Thanksgiving Day Dinner | 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. | Guilford Township Hummel Park, 1500 
S. Center St. | Thanksgiving dinner provided 
by the Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
Committee and Plainfield Christian Church. 
Free and open to everyone.

Nov. 19 – 26 • Beasley's Christmas at the 
Orchard | 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. | Beasley's 
Orchard, 2304 E. Main St. in Danville | Event 
is Free. For more information, call (317) 745-
4876.

EVENTS Tenth annual 'Light up Danville'
By Tiffany Giles

Christmas on the Square 
"Light up Danville" will be 
Friday November 25, 4-6 
p.m. This is the tenth an-
niversary for the event 
which officially opens the 
town's Christmas season.  
"This is a good time for 
families to share and cel-
ebrate" said Christa Saly-
ers, coordinator for Down-
town Danville Partnership.  

The event takes place at 
Danville's Historic Court-
house Square with local 
merchants hosting holi-
day window displays and 
open for business, addi-
tional vendors will be set 
up around the square. Ad-
mission to the event is free.

This year's festivities in-
clude a trackless train that Salyers is cer-
tain will delight parents and children alike. 
The Danville Fire Department is serv-

ing chili and there are many activities for 
guests to enjoy including Danville Unit-
ed Methodist Church's live Nativity scene. 

Guests should watch for 
Santa and Mrs. Claus among 
the street hustle and bus-
tle. Everyone is welcome to 
join in song with the stroll-
ing Christmas carolers. "The 
more voices the better" said 
Salyers. The lighting of the 
Christmas tree and the can-
opy of lights will top off the 
evening's planned events.

The Square will be closed 
for parking, but visitors 
shouldn’t have trouble find-
ing spots around Down-
town Danville to park.

Christmas on the Square 
"Light Up Danville" is spon-
sored by the Downtown 
Danville Partnership and 
supported by Danville Pub-
lic Library, Hendricks County 

Historical Museum. Danville United Method-
ist Church and the Danville Fire Department.

Ministry invites women to  
relax, relate, and rejuvenate
Get REAL inC nonprofit ministry is host-

ing a women’s event, “Tis the Season to 
Celebrate Women” on Saturday Dec. 3. It will 
be held at the Hendricks County 4H Fair-
grounds & Conference Complex in Danville. 
The event is purposed to celebrate women 
of the community and encourage them to 
relax, relate, and rejuvenate this holiday sea-
son. The full day women’s event is from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and shopping is open to the 
public from 1-5 p.m. for a $5 entry fee. In the 
afternoon, guests will have the opportunity 
to browse dozens of vendors and take part 
in optional workshops such as sign painting, 
coupon class, and essential oils (registration 
is required). Get REAL inC is a local nonprofit 
that mentors girls in grades 2nd-12th. Get 
REAL inC believes it’s easier to build a strong 
girl than to repair a broken woman. Tickets 
to their holiday event can be purchased on 
their website at www.GetREALinC.org.

“A Charlie Brown 
Christmas”

Northview  
Christian Church  
in Danville will  
present  “A Char-
lie Brown Christ-
mas,” based on the 
animated Peanuts’ 
Christmas story on 
Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 10 at 3 p.m. 
Viewers will see Charlie Brown and his 
friends overcome holiday distractions 
to find the true meaning of Christmas. 
The production will star elementary 
and middle school actors and begins 
with a musical pre-show presented by 
the Northview children’s ministry. The 
performance is open to the public, but 
due to limited seating, those wanting 
to attend “A Charlie Brown Christmas” 
are encouraged to reserve free tickets 
online at www.northviewchristian.org. 
Northview Christian Church is located 
at 623 N. State Rd 39 in Danville.

A canopy of lights will illuminate Downton Danville during "Christmas on the Square." 
Photo courtesy of Visit Hendricks County.
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GRAB A BITE  TO EAT

& HAVE A  COOL DRINK…

NOW OPEN IN AVON
OUTDOOR Dining Area Now OPEN!

7900 E. U.S. Hwy 36, Avon 
(317) 707-7513

OpaAuthenticGreek.com

YEA! 

Opa!
SAVE 
10% 

OFF
ENTIRE BILL

with this coupon.  
One coupon per  
person per visit.  

Expires 12/16/2016

Opa!

Gus & Dimos 
welcome you…

Prestwick 
Crossing

5201 E US Hwy 36
Avon, IN • 6AM-3PM

(317) 745-6262 

Bring the family for  
Avon’s Best Breakfast!

SAVE 
10%

(Specials 
excluded) Valid 

with this coupon. 
One coupon per 
person per visit. 

Expires 12/16/16

HOTCAKES 
EMPORIUM

CARRYOUT AVAILABLE!

AVON

BROWNSBURG
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Mexican Restaurant

1299 West Main Street 
Danville, IN

$2.00 OFF LUNCH PURCHASE
OF $15.00 OR MORE 

With this coupon one coupon/person/visit. Not 
valid with any other offer. Expires 12/16/16

$5.00 OFF DINNER PURCHASE
OF $30.00 OR MORE 

With this coupon one coupon/person/visit. Not 
valid with any other offer. Expires 12/16/16

(317) 718-1655

DANVILLE

• Eat in
• Carry out
• Catering

515 E. Main St.
Brownsburg, IN
(317) 858-4777

Soitalian.com

Expires December 16, 2016

One coupon per person per visit

$4 off $20 purchase or more
Not valid with any other offer

AN OPTION

where I dINe behINd The beAN

Rolling in the Dough 
1502 Main Street 
Speedway 
The scoop: My son-in-law kept 
raving about the prime rib sandwich 
from Rolling in the Dough on Main 
Street in Speedway. He also enjoys 
playing golf with the owner at The 
Brickyard Crossing.  So I walked in to 
the quaint, family owned restaurant 
and was greeted by co-owner, George 
McMannis, and introduced myself. He 
replied with, "oh, you're under Parr's 
mother in law!"
I selected the spinach quiche, loaded 
potato soup, and the Pear and Blue 
Cheese Salad with house made Maple 
Vinaigrette. All the selections were 
delicious. The Maple Vinaigrette 
was sweet with a slight tang which 
highlighted the flavor of the pears and 
blue cheese. The meal was capped 
with a flavorful coconut cream pie with 
house made butter crust.
Cathy McMannis, co-owner and Chef, is 
passionate about fresh ingredients to 
make her creations. All the dough for 
entrees is made by her in-house except 

for the baguettes. Cathy's noodles are 
fresh not frozen and sell out fast. Pasta 
variations include: Garlic Basil, Chipotle, 
Lemon Pepper, Sun Dried Tomato Basil 
and Traditional. Call ahead to place your 
holiday orders.
On our next visit, we plan to enjoy a 
Saturday Brunch of the Chef's special 
Eggs Benedict and Cinnamon Rolls!

FAITHONFOOD

Faith Toole is our Hendricks County Foodie. 
She can be reached at #HCICONFoodie or 
HCICONfoodie@icontimes.com.

Beth Siegrist 
Brownsburg

Where do you like 
to dine? 
I really enjoy dining at 
Dawson's Too - Sticks 
& Stones on East Main 
Street in Brownsburg. 

What do you like there? 
I particularly like the casual bar area. 
The atmosphere is fun and lively. The 
crowd is always having fun and it’s a 
great place to watch sports. The pizza 
has always been our favorite. We 
really enjoy the salads too! They also 
have a fairly wide variety of beer to 
choose from.  

What do you like about this place? 
The staff is very nice. We especially 
like Ciersyn and her bubbly 
personality!!

Dawson’s Too 
773 E Main St.  

Brownsburg, IN

MisterLino
1201 North Main St.
Speedway

MOROCCO
 ♦ Dark chocolate syrup
 ♦ Shot of house Roasted Miscela espresso
 ♦ Steamed milk
 ♦ Cocoa powder
 ♦ Milk foam

by Faith Toole
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WIN FIELD LEVEL 
COLTS TICKETS!

Register today at www.raystrash.com for your chance to be a part 
of the Trash for Cash promotion at an Indianapolis Colts game in  
Lucas Oil Stadium. The lucky winner will receive four field level 
tickets, a Colts Jersey, and a chance to win $1,000 in cash!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO FIND OUT MORE

RAYSTRASH.COM
3 1 7 - 5 3 9 - 2 0 2 4

COMMUNITY

 Newest Legacy 
 Projects announced 

Three more Legacy Projects were recently 
endorsed by the Indiana Bicentennial 
Commission, which brings the total 
to 37 for Hendricks County.  The new 
projects are: “Bicentennial Kids,” a parade 
and musical performance put on by 5th 
graders from White Lick Elementary; 
“various restorations to the interior 
of the Hendricks County Courthouse,” 
nominated by the Wa-Pe-Ke-Way Chapter 

of the National Society DAR; and the 
“Hoosier Top 20 Countdown,” hosted by 
racing broadcaster Bob Jenkins on 98.9 
FM (WYRZ). Organizations interested 
in nominating a project should contact 
County Coordinator Josh Duke at josh@
visithendrickscounty.com or go online 
to www.VisitHendricksCounty.com/
Bicentennial. The final deadline for 
nominations is Nov. 30.

Residents react to 47 
percent increase in sewer 

rates 

By Becky Schroer
Brownsburg residents can anticipate their 

sewer rates increasing 47.2 percent over the 
next five years following the Brownsburg 

Town Council’s final approval of the sewer 
rate ordinance Nov. 10. 

Because wastewater construction bids 
were $6 million lower than expected as well 
as the town’s efforts to find other funding, 
the final rate was reduced from the first-pro-
posed increase of 54 percent. The decrease 
will be realized in the fourth and fifth years 
of a five-year rate increase phase-in.

An expansion project will result in a 
6.9-million-gallon plant intended to accom-
modate 40,000 residents by 2036 as well as 
incorporate state-mandated environmental 
upgrades. Brownsburg’s population is ap-
proximately 25,000 now. The town will fund 
the project through $3 million-plus in avail-
able funds, a new $2-million general obliga-
tion bond and state revolving fund loan not 
to exceed $16.4 million with a 2.25-percent 
interest rate. But town officials urged that 
time is of essence as other communities 
could be in line for state funding if Browns-
burg delays and there is potential for higher 
interest rates in 2017.

Repayment will be completed through 
the rate increases phased in over five years, 
beginning this month. At budget time an-

nually, the town will examine growth within 
the community to see if there is enough 
impact to reduce the rates. However sewer 
rates have never been decreased previously. 
Town officials also noted that the new rates 
are comparable to nearby communities.

“Why can’t we table this until we have actual 
numbers?” councilperson Brian Jessen asked 
Oct. 27, and voted “no” because there were 
questions still to be answered. “I appreciate all 
the work you are doing on this, but I am just 
upset we are in this position,” he added.

“I have lived and owned a business in this 
town for 35 years, and pay $200-plus in wa-
ter and sewer now. Why has money not been 
saved for the wastewater expansion?” said 
John B. Rable. “How will it affect folks on fixed 
incomes? We need a better understanding of 
the actual rate increases. I suggest the town 
find other funding that does not increase the 
water and sewer rates,” he added.

On Nov. 2, during the council’s informa-
tional meeting, discussions became heated.

“Whitestown did a $25 million expansion 
without a rate increase...they used exist-
ing money…I don’t want to hear how we 
don’t have money…we have money to do 
this,” said former town councilperson Rob 
Kendall. “I am very disappointed in our town 
government,” he continued, adding he and 
others had volunteered to work with the 
town to come up with another solution much 
like they did with the school system on its 
building plans. “We want to help but it takes 
patience and a partner,” Kendall explained.

“It seems you are being very confronta-
tional with the whole issue…there is not 
anyone sitting here in this room that wants 
to raise rates any more than necessary…,” 
councilperson Dennis Dawes said to Kendall. 

Councilperson Jessen suggested that 
town officials sit down with the group – 
town officials and at least one council per-
son. “I will make sure that happens,” said Jes-
sen, “We will sit down and figure this out…
let’s figure this out together.”

The next regular meeting of the Browns-
burg Town Council was scheduled for Nov. 
17 at 7 p.m. in the town hall council room.

"It seems you are being 
 very confrontational with the 
whole issue…there is not any-
one sitting here in this room 
that wants to raise rates any 

more than necessary…"
~ Councilperson Dawes

Visit online: myICON.info
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8693 E US Hwy 36 
Avon, IN 46123

Call Today! (317) 272-1000
www.terryleehonda.com

$179* / Month
Lease A New 2016 Honda Civic LX

FOR 36 MONTHS, 12,000 MILES PER YEAR, MSRP $20,275

Hours – Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am-8pm
Tue, Fri, Sat: 9am-6pm (Closed Sun.)

(1)Lease for 36 months, plus tax, title, license, first month’s payment, doc fee, Acquisition fee. 12,000 miles per year. For well qualified lessees, 
not all will qualify. Lessee responsible for excess wear and mileage. Additional charge per mile over 36,000 miles. $600 due at signing. $0 security 
deposit. Must take dealer stock delivery by 12/3/16. (2) Lease for 36 months, plus tax, first payment, doc fee and acquisition fee. 12,000 miles per 
year. For well qualified lessees, not all will qualify. Lessee responsible for excess wear and mileage. Additional charge per mile over 36,000 miles. 
$600 due at signing. $0 security deposit. Must take dealer stock delivery by 12/3/16.*

$249* / Month
Lease A New 2016 Honda CR-V 4WD SE

FOR 36 MONTHS, 12,000 MILES PER YEAR, MSRP $27,245

Mark Loring explains the difference between hawks and falcons with the help of Cecilia, one of the many 
kids at Avon Town Hall for the “Birds of Prey” presentation. They used cut-out shapes illustrate the difference 
between the two types of bird. Photo by Chris Cornwall

Owls and Hawks amaze at Town Hall
By Chris Cornwall

Youngsters from Hendricks County en-
joyed an up-close look at some of nature’s 
most gifted hunters at “Birds of Prey.” Mark 
Loring, who is the Director of “Take Flight,” 
provides engaging educational programs 
with theatrics, humor, and live animals. 
Much to the delight of kids and local bird-

lovers, he traveled to Avon Town Hall Nov. 
12 with his cargo of live raptors.

Before uncaging the first bird, Loring 
cautioned spectators to keep noise at a 
minimum. He then explained that emotions 
aren’t exclusive to humans. “They (birds) 
display fear and pain just like us, but they do 
not think of the world like we do.” A reporter 
from the Indy Star once spooked a bird with 
his camera, resulting in a photo of the rap-
tor climbing up is head, which he said didn’t 

feel great. But he was most concerned for 
the safety of the kids who inquisitively kept 
creeping closer.

The first bird greeted by the crowd was 
Jack, a 29-year-old Red-Tailed Hawk. Jack 
had previously lost an eye, which rendered 
his depth perception unfit for life in the 
wild. The hawk gave an exciting display 
when it leaped from its cage towards a dead 
mouse held be Loring. Spectators watched 
in awe as Jack decapitated his meal. 

Aside from the Red-Tailed Hawk, Loring 
also presented a Screech Owl, a Peregrine 
Falcon, and a Great Horned Owl. “I liked the 
Peregrine Falcon best because they are re-
ally fast,” said Eamon (6) of Avon. In fact, 
these birds can fly at 200 mph said Loring. 
But they are threatened by the use of DDT, a 
harmful pesticide, he added. Another young 
spectator, Liam (9), also of Avon, was im-
pressed with the Screech Owl. “It looks cool 
and can disguise itself in the trees.”

Loring concluded by educating guests 
on the importance of bio-diversity. He ex-
plained that “bio” means life, and having a 
diversity of life makes for a healthy environ-
ment. “Why should we care?” he asked. “Be-
cause we are all part nature.”  

“Why should we care? 
Because we are  
all part nature.” 

~ Mark Loring

do you 
know an 

icon of the year?
Hendricks County ICON of the Year nominations are open to 

anyone who lives or works in Hendricks County. Nominations 
should come with a 250 word explanation of why the nominee 

should be considered for the honor.  
 

Deadline for the nominations is Thursday, Dec. 1.  Last year’s ICON of the Year 
was Rita Fiorentino of Plainfield. Email nominations to info at myicon.info.  

Any questions, please call (317) 451-4088.
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invites you to the
9th Annual  

Community Breakfast
Washington Twp. Park Pavilion

Monday, November 28, 2016
7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

featuring Patrick Rodgers, 
PGA Tour and 

Avon H. S. Graduate
Poised to become golf ’s next breakout star, Rodgers recorded 
eight top-25 finishes in his first full year on the PGA Tour and 
finished in the top 10 three times. IN 2015, he won the Pacific 
Rubiales Columbia Championship on the Web.com Tour and 
posted two 2nd place finishes on the PGA Tour. Rodgers has won 
the Haskins Award, the Hogan Award, and the Nicklaus Award 
and tied Tiger Woods’ Stanford record.

Tickets are $40/person or $400/corporate table of eight. 
Tickets may be purchased at the 

Avon Schools Administration Center, 7203 E. US 36
or at AvonEducationFoundation.org

Thank You 
to our 
Sponsors

CURRENT10

Howard L. Randall 
Howard L. Randall, 94, of Plainfield, passed away 
Oct. 27, 2016. He was born on Oct. 20, 1922. 
Services were held Nov. 1 at Matthews Mortuary 
in Brownsburg.

Wanda L. Auberry
 Wanda L. Auberry, 84, of Avon, passed away 
October 29, 2016. She was born Aug. 6, 1932. 
Services were held Nov. 4, at Conkle Funeral Home 
in Avon.

Kathleen A. Fierek 
 Kathleen A. Fierek, 70, of Brownsburg, passed 
away peacefully on Oct. 29, 2016. She was born 
Oct.2, 1946. Services were held Nov. 7 at St. 
Malachy Church.

Carole Jean Swenke
Carole Jean Swenke, 82, of Danville passed away 
Oct. 31, 2016. She was born Dec. 19, 1933. Services 
were held Nov. 03 at Calvary Chapel of Danville.

Nellie Wilson
 Nellie Wilson, a resident of Hendricks County for 
61 years, passed away Oct. 31, 2016. She was born 
Nov. 10, 1921. Services were held Nov. 3 at Conkle 
Funeral Home in Avon.

Daniel Lee Bishop
 Daniel Lee Bishop, 29, of Coatsville, passed away 
Nov. 1, 2016. He was born June 2, 1987 to Jimmie 
and Regina (Carpenter) Bishop in Indianapolis. 
Services were held Nov. 7, at Weaver & Randolph 
Funeral Home in Danville.

Bernice L. Batton
 Bernice L. Batton, 84, of Plainfield, passed away 
November 3, 2016. She was born Sept. 26, 1932. 
Services were held Nov. 7, at Maple Hill Cemetery 
in Plainfield. 

Janet R. Harvot
 Janet R. Harvot, 87, passed away Nov. 8, 2016. She 
was born March 6, 1929. Services were private. 

Joe N. Ferguson
Joe N. Ferguson, 66, of Avon passed away Nov. 7, 
2016 of Avon He was born Sept. 3, 1950. Services 
were held Nov. 11 at Conkle Funeral Home in Avon.

Carolyn Louise Miller
Carolyn Louise Miller, 79, of Brownsburg, passed 
away Nov. 9, 2016. She was born Sept. 17, 1937. 
Services were held Nov. 11 at Matthews Mortuary 
in Brownsburg.

Christopher N. Baker
Christopher N. Baker, 47, of Indianapolis, passed 
away November 7, 2016. He was born March 6, 
1969 in Danville. Services were held Nov. 12, at the 
Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home in Plainfield.

Rene J. Torrella
Rene J. Torrella, 76, of Pittsboro, passed away Nov. 
2, 2016. She was born June 4 1940. Services were 
held Nov. 4 at St. Malachy Church.

Meredyth Hollingsworth 
Meredyth Hollingsworth, 85, of Avon, passed 
away Oct. 28, 2016. She was born on Aug. 2, 
1931. Services were held Nov. 1 at Calvary United 
Methodist Church.

Willa Dean (Short) Bicknell
Willa Dean (Short) Bicknell, 75, of Clayton, passed 
away Nov. 11, 2016. She was born May 28, 1941. 
Services were held Nov. 16 at Weaver & Randolph 
Funeral Home in Clayton.

Anne D. Hochgesang
Anne Hochgesang, 89, of Brownsburg, passed 
away Nov. 12, 2016. She was born Sept. 14, 1927. 
Services were held Nov. 18 at St. Malachy Church.

For the reCorD – hC obituAries

Auberry

Fierek

Wilson

Bishop

Batton

Harvot

Hendricks County obituaries are printed free of charge and 
published twice a month. Funeral directors are encouraged 

to send obituaries and photos to info@myicon.info.

$1499
Large 1 topping  traditional 
crust pizza and an order of 

breadsticks

Order online at 
www.chicagospizzaindiana.com

Like us on Facebook! Exp: 12/16/2016

2230 Stafford 
Rd, #101

Plainfield, IN
317.837.1717

HC ICON Quiz 
Answers from page 11 

1. B  

2. C

3. D  

4. D

5. B
Visit online:

myICON.info
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Veal parmesan

Jerry Rezny lives in Avon and owns 
Handcrafted Beverages. He also teaches at the 
International Culinary School. Contact him at 
handcraftedbeverages@yahoo.com.

By Jerry Rezny
This classic Southern Italian dish is one of my favorites and is easy 
to prepare! You can substitute chicken breast if you’d rather make 
chicken parmesan.

Ingredients: Serves 4

4, 4 to 6 oz. Veal Cutlets,                                                                                                                                         
 ¼ cup flour,                                                                                                                                           
  2 large eggs, beaten with a little water,                                                                                                                            
salt and pepper,                                                                                                                                          
1 cup Italian seasoned bread crumbs,                                                                                                                                
¼ cup grated Parmesan Cheese,         

1 cup mozzarella cheese,                                                                                                                                          
 2 oz. of butter for sautéing                                                                                                                                         
 2 cups of your favorite spaghetti sauce. 
(more if you are making spaghetti as a side 
dish) 

COOKING
with Jerry

RECIPE

Melt the butter in a fry pan. You need three 
bowls. Put the flour in one, the egg mixture 
in a shallow bowl, and another bowl for the 
breadcrumbs.
Heat the spaghetti sauce.
 Prepare the breaded meat. Put plastic wrap 
around the cutlets very loosely and pound 
them to 1/8th of an inch thick. Salt and 
pepper both sides. Turn up frypan heat to 
medium. If they are too thick or heat is too 
high the cutlets will get too dark before the 
inside is done.
Dredge each cutlet into the flour, shake 
excess. Dip into the egg mixture then coat 
with the bread crumbs. Place them in the 
pan with hot butter and sauté on each side 
until golden brown.
Put some sauce on each plate and top with 
a cutlet, some mozzarella cheese and par-

mesan cheese, then a few spoonsful of hot 
spaghetti sauce. 
Serve with 
pasta, a salad 
and a glass 
of red wine!

Hendricks County ICON’s 
Greatest Generation

A native of Youngstown, Ohio, William 
Snedden started working in the steel 
industry as a cleanup teen during World 
War II. He’d sweep the area where the 
patterns for steel products were made. 
He wanted to be a pattern maker but 
lost his job when the war ended and all 
the soldiers returned.
He was drafted into the “Forgotten 
War” or the Korean War as a combat 
engineer. When he returned, he became 

an electrician for the steel industry 
and eventually he went to work for 
Westinghouse. Snedden set up blast 
furnaces in steel mills for Westinghouse 
and earned five patents for his designs. 
Eventually, he became a trainer for 
the company and traveled around the 
country.
He now lives in Danville with his wife of 
63 years. They have two daughters who 
live nearby.

William Snedden, 86

PARK SQUARE MANOR
317-272-7300 • www.ParkSquareSeniorLiving.com

Sponsored by

in Avon

NOMINATE someone in Hendricks County that we should recognize  
as a “Greatest Generation ICON” • email: news@myICON.info

When is your big day?

Bridal Show

6th Annual 
Hendricks County ICON 

Bridal Show

January 29, 2017 
Noon to 4pm

Held at the Prestwick Country Club 
5197 Fairway Drive 

Avon, Indiana 46123

HOSTED BY

FREE 
EVENT 
for Brides, 
Grooms & 

Guests!

To register, please email: debbie@icontimes.com

For questions or vendor space 
information, contact  

Debbie Abshier at: 
debbie@icontimes.com or

(317) 443-6191

White lick presbyterian 
Church celebrates  
165th on Nov. 27

Friends and neighbors of White Lick 
Presbyterian Church are invited to come 
help celebrate its past, present, and fu-
ture at 8:30 or 10:30 am worship, lunch, 
and a special hanging of the greens on 
Sunday, Nov. 27. 

In 1851, a small group of Scottish set-
tlers established the White Lick Presbyte-

rian Church on 
the property 
at the cur-
rent address 
of 2530 N. 
CR 600 E.  A 
small country 
church was 
constructed 
and hired its 
first pastor 
Rev. B.F. Cole. 
Rev. Henry 
Dickerson was 
called in 1857 

and served for forty years.  Rev. Dickerson 
and his wife are buried in the cemetery 
across the road not far from founding 
members William and Juan (Joan) Pat-
terson.  

In 1891 the sanctuary was built using 
clay from White Lick creek to form the 
bricks after the original church burned.  
This sanctuary is still used for worship to-
day with the education wing built in 2004 
replacing a simple block structure from 
the 1950s.  Many long time residents of 
Hendricks County recognize White Lick 
as the little church in the wildwood and 
many will recognize the names of early 
country residents who names are found 
on the church roles and now rest in the 
cemetery.

For more informaiton contact Virginia 
Sheets at (317) 417-2831.

Photo submitted
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Taxidermist makes memories last
David  Doran  

is the own-
er of Close to 
Nature Taxi-

dermy. From his small workshop 
in Brownsburg, he preserves last-
ing memories for local sportsmen/
women.  

In 2011, Doran left his job at Mon-
arch Beverage to pursue his passion for 
taxidermy. He started with a couple online 
courses before eventually attending the Rinehart 
Taxidermy Institute in Janesville, Wisconsin. Now he is pre-
paring for his sixth dear season as a licensed taxidermist. 

He says it can be a lot of work. With the amount of seasons available 
to hunters, Doran manages to stay busy all-year-round. 

Once he receives an animal from the customer, Doran begins by care-
fully removing the skin. “You aren’t really stuffing the animal,” he said. 
“The word ‘taxidermy’ basically means “moving skin.” Although Doran 
used to prepare the skin himself, he now sends it off to be tanned. It 
then returns as a hide and is ready to be worked back into form.

Before he can drape the hide over the manikin, he removes the ear 
cartilage and adds flexible fabric replacements. Doran then adds clay to 
simulate muscle in the ears and around the eyes. “I make sure everything 
is anatomically correct,” he said. He even measures every dimension of the 
animal with forceps to assure he provides the customer with an accurate 
life-like representation. 

Doran makes his own glue to both lubricate and eventually adhere the 

hide to a manikin. “Before it dries, I can 
adjust the skin easily into the correct 
position,” he said. Once the hide is ad-
justed, he fastens it with pins. He then 
tucks the lips and snout into cavities he 
carved out of the manikin. Finally, it be-

gins to reflect the animal’s original form. “I 
really enjoy seeing the look on a customer’s 

face when they come to pick it up,” he said. 
Although Doran has worked on some of the 

biggest game animals around, he recently had a cus-
tomer bring in a bluegill, an easily caught small freshwa-

ter fish - not considered a trophy-fish by any stretch. It turns 
out the customer was actually a father of two. And the bluegill 

was the first fish caught by his kids. “It can be family experience,” said 
Doran. “It’s always great to see that.”  

When asked about the key points of running his business, he stressed 
the importance of maintaining a face-to-face relationship with the cus-
tomer. “I try to keep people informed, but I really don’t advertise besides 
a Facebook page, said Doran. “It’s all word-by-mouth.” For entrepreneurs 
or small business owners, he said to remember that “good news travels 
fast, but bad news travels faster.”

The good news for David Doran is that he found a way to follow his pas-
sion on his own terms. “It’s really an art,” he said. “I hope to teach it a few 
years. That’s my long-term goal.”
For more information about Close to Nature Taxidermy, email David Doran 

at closetonaturetaxidermy@gmail.com.

HCBL Extra

Top: This Alaskan/Yukon Moose hangs inside Close to Nature Taxidermy. It was bagged by Doran’s friend and fellow sportsmen, Dennis 
McKeown in Alaska, 1976. Doran recently restored the antlers which had become sun-bleached from being in a sunroom. It is largest 
subspecies of moose and can weigh over 1 ton.
Left: Doran also creates European mounts. He boils the skull to remove all soft tissue, leaving only white bone for the customer to 
display.
Right: David Doran poses with his finished products.

Story and Photos by Chris Cornwall

“You aren’t really stuffing the animal. 
The word ‘taxidermy’ basically means “moving skin.”

This story was originally published in the November 2016 Hendricks County Business Leader.
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HCBL Extra
By Gus Pearcy

Literally, a small-town 
girl from Kansas, Dana 
Cochran has seen quite 

a bit in her young life. The Director of Corpo-
rate Marketing for Hendricks Power Coopera-
tive, Cochran (formerly Servaes) has had a bag 
of experiences that has prepared her well for 
this role.

The story starts in Atchison, Kansas (Yes, the 
same town from the song "Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe") where Cochran grew up. In a 
small town of about 11,000, Cochran was close 
to her family. She wanted to be a history teach-
er and attended nearby Benedictine College. 

Soon after, however, she traveled to Wash-
ington D.C. where she got a start in politics 
working on the Dole-Kemp campaign. There she 
would set up fundraisers at the Capitol Hill Club 
next to Republican National Headquarters.

"I still con-
sider myself 
socially liberal 
but fiscally 
conservative,"  
Cochran said. 
"When you're 
in D.C., you 
are one side 
or the other.

Still a young dreamer, Cochran left D.C. for California and 
a job with the National Hot Rod Association (NHRA). She 
worked corporate hospitality and eventually marketing for all 
26 races a year. What she quickly discovered is that it wasn't 
that glamorous. Her dream of traveling was confined to seeing 
a race track in each city she visited.

"Basically, my job was to be a liaison, almost like working for 
our series sponsor and our race sponsors," Cochran said. "For 
example, Mac Tools enters into a contract with the sanction-
ing body. So there is a huge contract of all of these things that 
has to be completed. I’m talking everything from onsite track 
signage to t-shirts to pins to opening and closing ceremonies.”

"While you're out there, you kind of act like a peacemaker 
between that sponsor and other sponsors," she added. "Be-
cause, if they think one sponsor got something they didn’t at 
that race, they want to know why. So you're trying to smooth 
things over between them while also trying to attract new 
sponsors."

Thinking back, it was a lifestyle she is glad to have done 
while young.

From the NHRA, Cochran did a small stint 
with the Championship Auto Racing Teams 
(CART), which brought her to the Racing Cap-
itol of the World. She later went to work for 
Cruz Pedregon doing all the marketing and 
public relations for the team.

Tired of a crazy lifestyle, Cochran caught an 
ad for a marketing position with Hendricks 
Power. On a lark, and not knowing anyone, 
she met with the hiring manager and has 
been in the position for 13 years. 

Now, by definition, a utility is almost al-
ways a monopoly. But a cooperative is a 
member-owned utility. The members have a 
say, through an elected board, on everything 
the utility does. Hendricks Power (formerly 
Hendricks County REMC) doesn't need to 
advertise for customers. But Cochran points 
out that, in addition to solving problems for 
its 30,000 members, her job is to make these 
members aware of all the programs and ben-
efits offered by Hendricks Power, such as the 

Energy Advisor program.
"We have to, in a sense, advertise 
that we have these products and 

services," Cochran says. 
After quite a journey, Co-

chran now resides in Avon 
with her husband, John, 

and her 3 year-old son, 
Jackson. Her advice for 

anyone in market-
ing communica-

tions is to be 
transparent.

Lighting the way
Dana Cochran traces her steps from a 

small-town girl to Director of Corporate Marketing 
for Hendricks Power Cooperative

How Dana did it?
What’s the best advice you ever 
received?

My typing teacher in high school told 
all the girls “Ladies, there is no such 
thing as a knight in shining armor, so 
you better learn how to type.” (Point 
well- taken - her way of telling us that 
we needed to be able to take care of 
ourselves).

Best business decision you ever 
made: Moving to Indiana and accepting 
a position with Hendricks Power in 2003.  
It has been quite the journey and I am 
fortunate to work with a great group of 
individuals, within the office as well as 
within the community.

Worst advice you ever received: I 
think you can always learn from advice, 
good and bad. Just be mindful of whose 
advice you follow.

In five years, I want ... to see the 
overall impact and successes of the 
various programs and projects we are 
currently working on here at Hendricks 
Power.  We are planning for the future 
and working hard internally to provide 
the best customer service possible. On 
a personal note, I also look to be very 
involved in my child’s school (he is three 
so I have a couple of years).

My secret to success is...to have fun 
while you are working - then it suddenly 
doesn’t feel like “work.”  Always bring a 
sense of humor to the table and treat 
everyone with respect.  Be a cheerleader 
to those around you and help them to 
attain their goals as well.

Hendricks Power Cooperative 
86 N. County Road 500 E.

Avon, IN 46123
(317) 745-5473

www.hendrickspower.com

I still consider myself 
socially liberal but  

fiscally conservative 
 ~Dana Cochran

Dana's list…
Five books that that had an impact on  
Dana Cochran: 
n  Team of Rivals (Abraham Lincoln)  

by Doris Kearns Goodwin
n Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein
n Garden of the Beast by Erik Larson
n  It was on Fire when I lay down on it 

by Robert Fulghum
n  Happiness is a Warm Puppy  

by Charles Shultz

Above: Cochran working as team manager for Cruz Pedregon in 2002.
Left: On the starting line of Chicagoland Speedway with NHRA Chief 
Starter Rick Stewart.

In Bristol, Tenn., Cochran pretends to be a member 
of the NHRA safety safari staff after the race. The 
suit is borrowed.

This story was originally published in the November 2016 Hendricks County Business Leader.
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John & Susan Skelton Gary & Jackie Everling Christy & Tim Roberts, Conner Daily

Dr. Hartley is 2016 
Treat People Better 

Award recipient
The Hendricks Regional Health 

Foundation held its annual Treat 
People Better Gala on Nov. 12 at Dal-
lara IndyCar Factory, Speedway. Dr. 
Michael P. Hartley was this year’s Treat 
People Better Award recipient. Hart-
ley, a 1992 graduate of Plainfield High 
School, is a Hendricks Regional Health 
physician with Westside Gastroenterol-
ogy Consultants, Danville. “Thank you,” 
he told those in attendance after re-
ceiving the award that has been given 
annually since 2005. “I’m humbled ... I’m 
very honored and very thankful, very 
grateful to be recognized this way.” 

Photos by David Gansert

Alan Culpeper, Susan Brennan, Gene Hostter

Nick & Jackie Wilhite

Lynette Thom, Jeff Thom, Maria Thom

Gary & Jackie Everling

Christy & Tim Roberts, Conner Daily Dr. Michael P. Hartley, MD, chats with Amanda Rogers after he was awarded the Hendricks Regional 
Health Foundation’s 2016 Treat People Better Award. Photo by Rick Myers

Joann Morton, Mike & Maralee Edmondson Dave & Sarah Smiley John & Susan Skelton

Scott & Audrey Dybedock, Michelle Reed Joe & Julia Mulholland Amanda Babinec, Nikki Ford, Christy Roberts

Dawn Lowden, Dr. Bob Sexton Miranda & Joe Parsons Bill & Betty Harington
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10
Questions for…

Jeff pipkin

1 How has this new role treated you?  
It has been crazy-busy ever since I came up to Hendricks County. Prior to coming 

here I did economic development in Morgan County for 12 years. And it is a night and 
day difference with respect to the amount of projects that come here in comparison to 
Morgan County.

2 What makes Hendricks County a busier location?
Well, we have two interstates which most large projects require. This is especially 

true in logistics where they need to be within five miles of an interstate. So, having those 
two assets in our community drives a lot of the business. We also are close to the airport 
(IIA) which has the second largest FedEx hub.

3 So you could say transportation is Hendricks County’s biggest selling point?
It’s our biggest cluster. Our other biggest cluster is racing. Right now we have close 

to 30 racing teams in Brownsburg. Because of that industry, there’s so much innovation 
and precision that has to go into making race parts - getting the 
cars to work the way they do. Some of those skills can transfer over 
to medical device companies for example. 

4 What has been the most challenging part of your new role 
at HCEDP?

Probably keeping up with everything…after Cinda (Kelley-
Hutchings) left in January, I was here by myself. We were already 
busy before this, so with only me it was just chaotic. I was working 
70-80 hours a week to keep everything going. 

5 So you really needed rebuild the team? 
Yes. Thankfully, I was able to find Laura Steele, our current 

communications manager. She has taken a lot off my plate. I met 
her at Leadership Hendricks County and she has been fantastic - 
especially with getting the word out about what we are doing here.

6 What’s your favorite part of working at HCEDP?
It’s a good feeling when I drive by a spec building that I helped bring a company 

into. I can say, “Hey, I had a hand in bringing business here that just gave 300 people 
jobs. Another aspect I enjoy is that every day is different – because every project is 
different. 

7 What would you tell local business owners unfamiliar with HCEDP?
I would tell businesses to think of us as a concierge. If you are in need of a resource, 

come to us and ask. They can ask us for whatever they need in the area. And hopefully, 
we can find that resource. Laura and I are constantly talking to people who provide 
different resources – whether that be legal or accounting.

8 You were a 
computer 

information 
systems major. How 
did you make the 
switch to economic 
development? 
A lot of people in this 
industry get into it 
by accident. When I 
graduated in 2001, 
the tech bubble 
hit. I was having trouble finding a job in that industry. The lady who was running the 
Mooresville Economic Development Commission needed someone who was good with 
computers and I needed a job. I took that job thinking I would be there for six months. 
And 12 years later, here I am… 

9 As a kid growing up in south Indy, what was your 
biggest driving force? 

Our parents always pushed us. If we made a commitment to 
something they expected us to give 100 percent. Because of 
that, I worked really hard with soccer and I was able to letter as 
a freshmen. That drive was lifting weights when the rest of the 
team wasn’t, and running when the rest of the team wasn’t. 

10    In terms of the future, where do you want to take the 
HCEDP?

Back in 2013, we went through a strategic planning process for 
our financial campaign called inspired. We came up with four 
initiatives. The first one is (1) synergy – Although the towns 
very different from each other in some ways trying to get the 
county to work together towards the same targets. The next is (2) 
workforce – trying to work on transportation to get employees 
to their jobs. We recently revamped a website that was launched 
last year called Hendricksjobs.com. Employers can post jobs 

on the site for free. We also are looking at different training opportunities and working 
hand-in-hand with HCN (former Hendricks College Network). Third is our (3) business 
retention expansion – myself and people from each town visit existing businesses to 
make sure they are doing well and prospering. If they are looking to expand, we can 
help them with potential incentives. A lot of people do not they are out there. The last 
one is (4) attraction… we continue to work with our developers on spec buildings and 
get them the information they need to attract new businesses. 

Jeff Pipkin was recently named Executive Director of the 
Hendricks County Economic Development Partnership 

(HCEDP), a non- profit organization which seeks to promote 
and maintain our thriving business community.  

Here we ask Jeff Pipkin 10 questions…

Compiled by Chris Cornwall

“Our parents always 
pushed us. If we 

made a commitment 
to something they 

expected us to give 
100 percent. "

~Jeff Pipkin



Fall in love with the outdoors again

Take up to 60 % OFF 
Hurry in for the best selection. 
Bring in or mention this flyer. Good through December 31, 2016  

 
•  Largest selection in Indiana including name 

brands such as Mallin, Lloyd Flanders and Woodard
• Outstanding Customer Service and Design Team
•  13,000 sq. ft. of the finest lines and styles  

of Outdoor and Indoor Furniture
•  Two locations in Brownsburg for all your  

INDOOR SUNROOM and OUTDOOR PATIO NEEDS

Sunroom Interiors
(317) 852-5180

860 N. Green St., Brownsburg

Patio Showroom
(317) 852-1509

70 Mardale Dr., Brownsburg

www.wickerworksofbrownsburg.comLargest selection in Indiana!

COME IN  
AND SAVE 

NOW!

Fall Reduction Sale
Up to 60% Off

Locally owned and operated for 31 years


