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Celebrating Veterans
Brownsburg's Carol Mutter was a leader in evolutionary change for women in the U.S. military

By Gus Pearcy 
One way to gauge your place in history is 

having your very own entry in Wikipedia. 
Brownsburg’s Carol Mutter earned her entry by 
being the first three-star general of the United 
States Marine Corps. 

When she joined in 1967, there was a law 
prohibiting women from attaining the rank of 
general. In fact, women were limited to 2 percent 
of all branches of the military. The USMC only 
had 1 percent women in 1967. Although the law 
has changed, females make up only 6 percent of 
the Marines today. 

Retiring to Brownsburg in 1999 with her 
husband Jim, Mutter spent 31 years serving the 
United States with distinction and honor. 

She was the first woman qualified as Space 
Director at the U.S. Space Command.

She was the first woman to command a major 
deployable tactical command.

She was, at one time, the senior woman in all 
the services.

She was also the first woman to be nominated 
by a U.S. President for a three-star rank.

“It was a tremendous honor and a privilege,” 
she said of her nomination and approval by 
the U.S. Senate. “It was a great opportunity to 
continue to serve Marines and my country and 

help people.”
The military as a career was an unusual 

choice for women in the 1960s. Originally from 
Colorado, Mutter intended to become a teacher.

“My role model when I was growing up was 
a junior high (school) math teacher,” Mutter 
said. “I loved math and she was a female math 
teacher so I was going to college to do that when 
a recruiter got a hold of me. She convinced me 
that I should spend my summer at Quantico and 
go through officer candidate training. There was 
no obligation to get your commission after that. I 
needed a summer job; they paid me some money. 
That was good.”

At the end of the summer, Mutter didn’t sign 
up. She actually finished her education. After she 
earned her degree, she decided to sign up for a 
three-year tour.

 “I could always go back to teaching later,” she 
remembered, “and later never happened.”

At the time, Mutter was not allowed to deploy 
to Vietnam. So she took up a job with computers 
and records. It was a career move that proved 
useful later.

A career in the military is one of change. 
Mutter did several tours at various installations 
including Quantico, Va.; Camp Pendleton; 
Colorado Springs, Okinawa, Japan; and finally 

in Washington 
D.C. About 15 
years into her 
career, Mutter 
started to see the 
importance of her 
role as a female in 
the military. She 
saw that she was 
a role model to 
other women in 
the Marines.

At one point in 
her career, Mutter 
was in charge of 
all equipment 
purchases for 
the Marine 
Corps including 
tanks, guns, and 
computers. About 
the only thing she 
didn't buy was 
airplanes.

During one 
of her six stints 
at Quantico,Va., 
she trained 
several female 
officer candidates. 
Throughout her career, she has been aware of her 
role as a pioneer and always tried to further the 
aspirations of women in the military. She says 
that she never became a teacher, but she certainly 
used the skills along the way.

Her competitive ranking was based on 
a promotion. In the USMC, the rank goes 
hand-in-hand with the position. In her case, 
she was promoted as Deputy Commandant for 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs in 1996. She was 
responsible for 235,000 marines and reserves 
as well as 20,000 civilians. She set policy that 
affected all of them. 

Mutter expresses more confidence than ever 
about the military today.

“The people in the military get better and 
better,” she said. “The troops today come in with 
more knowledge than we ever thought about.”

“They are so capable and they are well trained 
and they are well led. They are just doing a super 
job,” she added. “I think they are being overtaxed 
and they’re stretched thin and it's very tough on 
the troops and their families.”

She married Jim who also had a distinguished 
career of 37 years in the U.S. Marine Corps. 
They moved to Brownsburg after Carol retired 

in 1999. 
Retirement has not slowed down Mutter’s 

contributions. She currently serves on the 
National Advisory Council of The Alliance 
for National Defense, the Advisory Board of 
the Indiana Council on World Affairs, the 
Indiana State (legislative) Commission on 
Military and Veterans Affairs, the Indiana War 
Memorials Commission and the Indianapolis 
Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Veterans. She 
participates as a Senior Fellow at the Joint Forces 
Staff College in Norfolk, Va., and is on the senior 
advisory boards for companies doing business 
with the federal government. 

There were times that the “firsts” were a 
little tiring for Mutter. Sometimes, she just 
wanted to do her job without all the accolades. 
But she understands that it was an important, 
evolutionary period for the military and she was 
proud of her Corps.

“The Marine Corps were the first to nominate 
a woman for three-stars,” she said. “A lot of 
people find that hard to believe because the 
Marine Corps has such a macho reputation, but 
it is a much more innovative and agile a service 
than people realize.”

Lt. General Carol Mutter with Comandant of the Marine 
Corps, General Charles C. Krulak at her retirement in 
Quantico, VA on Nov. 6. 1998.

Carol Mutter at her home in Brownsburg.
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Yes, we want your letters
Readers of the Hendricks County ICON are 
encouraged to send letters to the editor 
as often as they wish. The stipulations are 
that the letter is timely, focused (not more 
than 200 words) and verifiable. Please 
make sure to provide your complete name 
and daytime and evening telephone contact 
numbers. All letters are subject to editing 
for brevity, clarity and grammar. Please 
direct correspondence to rick@myicon.info.

Our Views

Constitution Closeup

Strange Laws

What are you thankful for? What about Veterans Day?
In just a few weeks we will sit down at the 

dinner table with our families and friends and 
celebrate Thanksgiving. What will you be thankful 
for? We believe that high on the thankful list 
should be the community in which you live: Hendricks County. Whether 
it’s Avon, Brownsburg, Danville, Plainfield or one of the many agricultural 
communities on the west side of the county, there is much to be thankful for 
calling Hendricks County home. Living here affords a quality of life that we 
believe can’t be equaled anywhere else in metro Indianapolis. The county’s 
agricultural heritage, blended with the growth of the east side of the county 
is a good thing, not to mention good schools – both public and private – 
and many other amenities such as good libraries and parks that add to the 
quality to life. It’s an exciting time to live in the county and we know it’s only 
going to get better. So, if you are celebrating Thanksgiving here in Hendricks 
County, remember, yes, you have your health, you have a great family and 
everything is working out professionally, but remember, too, you’re fortunate 
to call Hendricks County home.

 
Happy Thanksgiving.  

For many years if you asked what the holiday 
Veterans Day was all about, people would look at 
you, truly unaware of the meaning and significance 
the day holds. But that has changed. 

Now when we think of Veterans Day, we also think of all the men and 
women currently serving. In addition to remembering those who have 
fought to preserve the American way of life in past conflicts, it is also 
about supporting the troops and their families who are currently engaged. 
With President Obama’s recent announcement that all troops will be out 
of Afghanistan by the end of the year, there is hope that for many of those 
troops and their families the stress of knowing a loved one is in harm’s way 
will be over. However, that is certainly not the case for all members of the 
military throughout the world.

As Veterans Day 2011 arrives, take the time to thank a vet who has stood 
in the face of battle and adversity. Thank the families who have endured long 
periods of worry and separation. Say a prayer for those who have perished 
that their lives were not lost in vain. Appreciate the courage and sacrifice 
embodied in those who wear the uniforms of every branch of the United 
States military.

Celebrate Veterans Day.

In Massachusetts, it is against the law to put 
tomatoes in clam chowder.

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsensical 
laws on the books. Each month, we'll share 
one with you.

The views in these editorials are of reader participants. They do not represent those of Hendricks County ICON ownership and management.

Each month we will print a portion 
of the United States Constitution. 
We encourage you to benchmark 
government policies against this 
bedrock document. 

Article. II.
Section. 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the 

United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of 
four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same 
Term, be elected, as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof 
may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of 
Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in 
the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an 
Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an 
Elector.

AMENDMENT XII
Passed by Congress December 9, 1803. 

Ratified June 15, 1804.

Note: A portion of Article II, 
section 1 of the Constitution was 

superseded by the 12th amendment.

The Electors shall meet in their respective states and vote by ballot 
for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an 
inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their 
ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the 
person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of 
all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-
President, and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall 
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of 
the United States, directed to the President of the Senate;

to be continued …
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By Elaine Whitesides

Twenty-five years ago when Dr. Pile left for 
Africa, Deni Jacks and her husband bought his 
Danville house. They intended to stay for only 
a couple of years, but fate intervened. Danville 
has become their home and the home of the 
Tennessee St. dance school Jacks operates called 
The Children’s Ballet. 

“Dance was always a part of my life growing 
up,” Jacks says as she describes the only career 
she has known. She was in college pursuing a 
teaching certificate when love happened to turn 
her life in another direction, but it did not deter 
her devotion to dance. 

She continued in classes, eventually moving 

to the Irvington 
area. “One gal 
decided I would be 
good teaching her 
daughter ballet,” 
Jacks explains. 
“Pretty soon it 
grew to 30 or 40 
students.”

She and her 
husband purchased 
a home in the 
Meridian-Kessler 
area. “I took over 
the carriage house 
and increased to 
about 70 students” 
she says. 

Six years after 
a job transfer to Dallas, Texas, the family made 
another decision. “We wanted to come home,” 
Jacks says, explaining how the doctor’s Danville 
home became available just as they needed a 
place to settle. 

“The mothers of my son’s friends decided I 
would teach them ballet,” Jacks says with a smile, 
adding it was more great fun than serious dance. 
However, it ignited the spark of desire to teach 
children again. “I think I advertised that I was 
opening a children’s ballet and I think 40 or 50 
students registered.” 

On a first-come, first-serve basis, classes fill up 
quickly as dancers and their families line up well 
ahead of the doors opening for registration. The 

school consistently has around 100 students from 
age 3 to 18 each year.

Jacks works with the youngest children and 
two other teachers work with older students. 
“Heidi Eades Jones was a professional dancer 
in Stuttgart,” says Jacks, “It makes a difference 
because Heidi had experience with so many 
instructors around the world. She has a wealth 
of knowledge to share with the older students. 
Robyn Winrech danced with the Milwaukee 
Ballet company and her choreography is very 
creative. She excels in getting a lot of humor in 
dance. 

“Dance is meant to be performed,” Jacks says. 
She adds that learning to listen to the music and 
determine what it is saying and then interpreting 
it in their dance is one of the first goals she sets 
for her students. 
Performing in front 
of an audience is 
another.

Each year all 
the dancers exhibit 
their skills in a 
highly-anticipated 
full-length ballet 
that is performed in 
the Danville High 
School auditorium. 
Jacks writes the 
ballets herself and 
adapts them to the 
dancers every year. 
The community 

The Children's Ballet has been dancing through the years in Danville

Captured Jan. 21, 1944 in Italy, Ray Sells 
spent well over a year in German POW 
camp in occupied Poland; an experience 

that no doubt shaped the rest of his life. “I 
was just stunned,” Sells, remembers of the 
capture. “All hell broke loose ... I didn’t 
know what to think. As we celebrate 
Veterans Day, we learn more about a man 
who unselfishly served his country with 
honor and duty.
What do you consider your greatest 
virtue? My greatest virtue is living a 
long 87 years. 
What do you most deplore in 
others? I don’t like people who are 
not friendly toward me.
What do you like most about 
living in Hendricks County? 
Brownsburg, I couldn’t have 
found a better place … friendly 
people … I’m comfortable 
here. 
If you had to live 
elsewhere in Metro 
Indianapolis, where would 
it be? I would say if it wasn’t 
Brownsburg, probably Avon, 
Plainfield  – I wouldn’t want 
to go to Indianapolis.
If you could begin life 
over¸ what would you 

change?  I would have applied more to my 
studies when I was in school. 
If money were no issue, how would you 
spend it? I would contribute to my church and I 
would give some to my children.
What makes you happiest? I am happiest 
being with other happy people; being with my 
family, my children.

What is your favorite vacation spot? I 
enjoy Myrtle Beach.
What do you do with idle time? I have 

plenty of idle time now. I read.
What is it that makes you 
angry? (Remembering) some 

bad treatment I (received 
during my childhood 
from) kids in school that 
would tease you, harass 
you.

What do you do to 
escape from reality? I 

like to listen to music. I’ve 
got a lot of these old 76 
records ... big band music, 
some country.

What or who is the greatest 
love of your life? My (late) wife, 
Martha Jane was the greatest love of 

my life.
Which living person in Hendricks County do 

you most admire? I admire my son, Michael. 
What is the quality you most like in a man? I 
think friendship and truthfulness are important 
in a man.
What is the quality you most like in a 
woman? The same is true for women: friendship 
and truthfulness.
What is your greatest extravagance? I eat 
until I am satisfied.
What are your fears, phobias? I don’t have 
any.
What has been the happiest time of your life? 
When I was liberated form a POW camp, Friday, 
April 13, 1945 – that’s my lucky day.
Which talent would you most like to possess? 
I’d like to be more musically inclined. 
What do you most value in your friends? I 
value the caring of my friends; their friendship.
Which historical figure do you most identify 
with? That’s a tough one.  I would have to say 
my platoon leader, Second Lieutenant Don 
Powell.
What is your greatest regret? I regret that I 
did not apply myself to be more studious when I 
was in school. 
What tenet do you live by? Do unto others.

Compiled by Rick Myers

HC ICONI Ray Sells

Dancers, 12- to 16-years-old perform in The 
Magical Lesson in May, 2011.
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supports the annual event. “Last year there were 
only six open seats left,” Jacks says.

What students take away, Jacks says, is 
the pulled-up posture, the discipline and the 
commitment it takes to dance ballet. “Not 
everybody is going to grow up to be a ballerina,” 
she says, “but five-year-olds can correct 
themselves when they see themselves in the 
mirror.” 

As she turns on the seemingly weird and 
wonderful old phonograph, checks for hair and 
slippers in place and proper stance, a new and 
magical world opens for her dancers.

“I am always amazed,” Jacks says, “when 
students come back and tell me how much a part 
of their life dance and our time together was for 
them.” 
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disappointment about not having his family 
in his own home. He called his brother and 
accepted the invitation.

Disappointment can be an opportunity to 
reflect and identify our deepest desires and 
values. If we can tolerate disappointment it 
can help us clarify who we are. We are then 
empowered to create positive changes in our own 
lives.

Chad later reflected that in the past he 
would’ve been so attached to the specifics of his 
Thanksgiving plan that he would’ve retaliated 
with anger against his brother or would 
have isolated in hurt – most likely spending 
Thanksgiving alone with his daughters. He 
would’ve sacrificed his deepest desire to the 
disappointment of the specifics. Once he realized 
what he wanted was to have his girls be with 
family he said it was almost easy to give up his 
plan and join in his brother’s celebration.

When next you are faced with disappointment, 
take time to evaluate what you were hoping to 
happen. Identify your deepest desire or value. 
And change what you can within yourself to stay 
on course. 
 
Dr. Rediger has been helping individuals, couples and 
families for over 20 years and is in private practice 
in Plainfield. She can be reached at (317) 839-1333, 
through her website SherryRediger.com or by email at 
SherryRediger@Gmail.com.

R RELATIONSHIPS

Want to spark creativity? Get bored!

Dealing with disappointment

By Lori D. Lowe

Researchers have found a surprising path to 
boosting creativity: Allow yourself to be bored. 
When you finally allow yourself quiet time to 
shower, take a walk, drive, garden or just sit in 
thought, creativity tends to strike in the form of 
a new idea or a solution to a nagging problem. 

“Boredom is linked to creativity,” said 
Genevieve Bell, PhD, an anthropologist and 
director of interaction and experience research 
at Intel. She adds that when we are constantly 
consuming media with all of our mobile 
devices—iPads, Kindles, smart phones, etc. We 
don’t allow our brains enough time to develop 
new ideas. Even standing in line, we’re making 
calls or playing Angry Birds. It’s no wonder our 
lives feel so chaotic.

I enjoy spending much of my workday in 
silence to keep distractions to a minimum. 
Others think music is just the boost they need. 
Allowing your body to move while your mind 
is free may be an even better idea. Whether it’s 
gazing at nature or at our navels, we don’t have 
to feel guilty about these seemingly unproductive 
activities, as they just might precede a great idea. 

Bell says we need to take time to stop and 
reflect, carve out technology-free time at work 
and at home and unplug on weekends and 
vacations. Enjoy spending time with loved ones, 
doing nothing in particular.

Creativity boosts can obviously help us in 
our work and personal challenges, but they can 
also be used to solve problems in your marriage 
or family. For instance, if you’ve been arguing 
over two alternatives with your spouse, you may 
not see a third alternative that would satisfy 
you both. Without giving yourselves time to 

By Sherry Strafford Rediger PhD. 

Disappointment can be difficult to navigate. 
Often disappointment is the result of being 
attached to a specific idea of how something 
should go or how someone should behave. It is 
easy to get lost in the specifics of what we expect 
or want and lose sight of our deepest desire – or 
what we truly value.

Recently, Chad, a single father of two young 
daughters decided to invite his parents and his 
brother’s family to his home for Thanksgiving. 
He was disappointed and angry when his brother 
turned down his invitation and instead invited 
their parents to his own home for Thanksgiving. 
When Chad called to confront his brother, his 
brother said, “Hey, if you can change your plans 
you can come here for Thanksgiving, too.” 

Chad’s immediate reaction was anger and 
a sense of abandonment by his family. He 
wanted to reject his brother’s invitation and do 
something on his own with his girls. Instead of 
responding immediately to his brother, however, 
Chad said he’d get back with him in a few days. 
Over the next 24 hours, Chad’s emotions were 
less overwhelming and he realized what he 
wanted – what he really valued – was having a 
Thanksgiving celebration where his girls would 
be surrounded by family. Once Chad realized 
his deepest desire he was able to release his 

reflect, you may not even consider other options. 
Be creative, and consider every single possible 
solution.

Sometimes couples get in a funk and aren’t 
even sure why. Allowing your brain time to think 
without outside distractions can sometimes 
clarify the issues. Perhaps one person is feeling 
unappreciated or unsatisfied in their work, and 
they are projecting their frustrations on the 
marriage. We can’t begin to solve our problems 
without seeing them clearly, and we can’t see 
them clearly without down time to sort through 
our internal frustrations.

Don’t use all your downtime to focus on 
your problems, though. It would be much more 
helpful to use that time to focus on what you 
are grateful for, and to consider your spouse’s 
best attributes. Keeping these positive thoughts 
present in your mind will boost your marriage.

The research is a bit surprising in one way, 
though. Previous research says that boredom is 
terrible for marriages, and that we should work 
to do new, exciting and fun activities together. I 
still think this is advocated and can tremendously 
help bond a couple. However, some alone time 
with nothing planned, or even some couple 
time to just hang out, can be very fruitful. If you 
use that time to touch and otherwise connect 
about real issues rather than be bombarded 
with distractions, it’s an investment in the 
marriage, not a detriment. But then make time 
to plan something exciting as well. Spend more 
dedicated time with the one you married, and it 
will pay dividends. 
 
Lori Lowe provides hundreds of free research-based 
marriage tips at www.LifeGems4Marriage.com.

By Elaine Whitesides

Already candidates are facing off in 
preparation for the 2012 Presidential election. 
However, before that election, the Hendricks 
Power members of Areas 7, 8, 9 and 10 service 
territories will need to elect representatives on 
the Hendricks Power Board of Directors.

Since Hendricks Power is a cooperative, it is 
owned – and governed – by the membership. The 
board of directors consists of a resident member 
of each of the 10 areas who are elected to the 
position by the overall membership.

Directors serve a term of three years, meet 
monthly with CEO Donnis Mizelle and co-op 
staff members and serve as a Hendricks Power 
representative on sub-committees when needed. 
Mizelle sums up the responsibilities of the board 
saying that (they) help set direction, create a 
framework for staff to work within and do the 
strategic planning for the organization. Directors 
also serve as the connector between the co-op 
and the members at large. If a member has a 
concern or suggestion, the director of their area is 
their voice on the decision-making body, so that 
is the person to contact to get their voice heard.

Board members are also apprised and 
knowledgeable about legislation and regulatory 

mandates. Mizelle says that directors are not 
asked to be active in lobbying efforts, but when 
the opportunity arises to help gauge the impact 
of legislation and keep members informed, they 
can help.

Director of Corporate Marketing, Dana 
Servaes says, “We’re not against becoming more 
energy efficient and doing what’s right for the 
environment, in fact, we highly promote it. But 
we want to do it over time and in an affordable 
fashion. Overnight implementation is too much, 
too fast.”

Directors hear the voice of the members 
and keep them aware of what’s going on and 
how laws and mandates can affect bills. Servaes 
says members are encouraged to contact their 
legislators with their opinions and concerns.

The current directors, listed below, can 
be reached through the Hendricks Power 
Cooperative office at (317) 745-5473.

Area 1 – Donald Stinson, Vice President
Area 2 – W. Andrew Lynch, Treasurer
Area 3 – Matt Hession, President
Area 4 – Hal Truax
Area 5 – Marshall Hurst
Area 6 – Keith Cooper
Area 7 – Fred Palmer
Area 8 – E. Stanley Ryland
Area 9 – R. Jeffrey Fleece
Area 10 – Larry Salsman, Secretary
Members can apply for candidacy according 

to the requirements as stated in the ByLaws: 
Article IV, Section 4. In November, a letter 
will be mailed to all members in the areas up 
for election. Anyone interested, who meets the 
requirements, should contact Dana Servaes for 
more information and a candidate packet, which 
will be available the beginning of December. The 
application and petition signed by 30 members 
in the candidate’s area are due back to the co-op 
office by Feb. 13, 2012. 

Candidates will be elected by the members 
in attendance at the annual meeting to be held 
at the Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds and 
Conference Complex on April 14, 2012.

Hendricks Power members prepare 
for elections

Hendricks Power Districts

Energy advisor Gregg Hite shares information 
with a member at the 2010 Annual Meeting.

Subm
itted photo
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Kids take us back to  
the basics with thanks

P PARENTING

By Alyssa Johnson

We’re in the home stretch of 2011. The 
holidays will soon be upon us. As we prepare 
to think about Thanksgiving, I want to share 
with you how thankful your kids are for you. At 
the beginning of this year, I had the privilege 
of surveying 
over 100 kids 
between the ages 
of 4 - 18 to ask 
them what top 
3 characteristics 
describe a “best 
parent” to them. 
This month, we’re 
back to basics. 
One of the most 
popular themes 
mentioned was 
“take care of my 
basic needs.”

I found this 
astounding. It 
wasn’t about “buy 
me whatever I 
want.” They were 
concerned with having a roof over their heads, 
clothes to wear, and food to eat. I think we give 
kids too little credit a lot of the time. Are there 
spoiled, rotten kids who only think of themselves 
and what they can get out of other people? Sure. 
But more often than not, kids are thankful for 
just the necessities.

Why is that?
As we’ve talked about over this year, your 

kids see how hard you have to work. The “stuff ” 
is important, but the non-tangibles seem to be 
more important to them. I think that’s the real 
reason why just the necessities were emphasized.

So what’s that mean for you as parents? Once 
again, I think this month’s theme comes down to 
stability. 

Kids want to know they have a home. They 
don’t want to bounce all over the place. They 
may enjoy running around with friends, but 
ultimately they want a place that is theirs. They 
want the safety and security of knowing they can 
come back to their family and their “place.” 

Clothes offer us another form of shelter. Yes, 
a lot of times kids get caught up in the hysteria 
over what brand of clothes to wear, but that 
wasn’t the focus in their responses to this survey. 
Not one kid responded with “Buy me ___ brand 
of clothes.” It was just the basic covering they 

were concerned 
about. 

Food is a 
comfort. As 
kids, the idea 
of fending for 
themselves is 
rather scary. 
Are a lot of 
them capable of 
making their own 
food? Of course 
they are. But the 
idea of healthy 
food, eaten with 
their family is a 
high priority. 

That’s what 
the Thanksgiving 
holiday is all 
about, isn’t it? 

So as you run around, trying to figure out what 
you’re going to make and who’s going to bring 
what for Thanksgiving this year, remember it’s 
more than just the actual eating of the food your 
kids care about. They’re grateful for the food, 
yes – but they’re more thankful for the ones who 
took the time to care for them by making the 
food.

MONTHLY CHALLENGE: How can you 
foster more of a spirit of Thanksgiving in your 
home? A simple way to start this process is to be 
more thankful yourself. Make a conscious effort 
to say thank you for something to each person 
in your home every day. It may feel strange at 
first, do it a try anyway. You may find it rubs off 
on those around you and an entire culture of 
thanksgiving is grown out of this simple act.

Alyssa Johnson, LCSW, is a Brownsburg-based family 
therapist. She may be reached at her website talk2Alyssa.
com or by calling her at (317) 513-5678.

Understanding comes through  
our individual lenses

By Karl Zimmer

Have you ever been in a discussion with 
someone and they disagreed with your point of 
view or didn’t even understand how you could 
have the opinion that you held? Have you ever 
had someone angry with you and all they could 
say was that they didn’t understand how you 
could have said or done what you did? How did 
that make you feel?

To “understand,” according to the Oxford 
Dictionary, means to perceive the intended 
meaning, significance, explanation, or cause 
of something. When someone says they don’t 
understand something you, do they simply mean 
they don’t perceive your intended meaning; or 
are they saying more than that? Might they 
mean that it doesn’t make sense, based on their 
model of the world, and that since they don’t 
understand you from your perspective, you are 
wrong and they are right? If they are angry, 
might it mean that they believe you must have 
intended something else, something that you did 
not intend, perhaps even something unkind or 
hurtful? 

So, what can we can learn from such an 
experience? Imagine that you have green-colored 
lenses on your glasses and your friend has rose-
colored lenses. Are you going to see the same 
thing? Will you perceive a flower or the grass 
the same? No, and that is how we see the world: 
from our own point of view, through our own 

filters, based on our own experiences and beliefs. 
What is most important to remember is that 

we see things differently, and different is just 
that, different. If I don’t understand what you 
mean, it doesn’t mean you are wrong, it simply 
means that what you see or hear is different 
from what I see or hear. If we trust each other 
and ourselves, then there is no cause for anger, 
because we know that the other person only 
means well and isn’t out to hurt us.

When someone is angry with you because 
they don’t understand something you have 
said or done, the underlying cause is fear. They 
are afraid of something that is based on a 
belief about themselves or others, about how 
they are going to be treated. The key is to not 
take it personally. If you have read The Four 
Agreements, you recognize that. If you haven’t, 
remember to never take anything personally. 
Helene Rothschild wrote, “The truth is that no 
matter what anyone else says or does, you are 
okay, worthy, loveable, attractive, intelligent and 
good enough.” Plus, allowing yourself to see what 
is new, what is different, opens you up to a whole 
new world of possibilities. How cool is that?

Karl R. Zimmer III is a clinical hypnotist, having been 
licensed and certified by the State of Indiana. His practice, 
Zimmer Success Group (http://Z-Success.com), is in 
Plainfield. Information provided is for informational 
purposes only and is not intended to diagnose, treat, or 
cure any condition or illness.

Dr. Sha� er, O.D.Dr. Groninger-Bright, O.D.

1855 Sta� ord Rd. Plain� eld, IN 46168 · Ph. 317.839.2368
info@plain� eldeyecare.com

50
$30 Fall Rates Monday thru Friday

Golf Outings and Lessons Available
Memberships · Wedding Pavillion · Banquet Room

Inquire About

2012 Membership

Opportunities

(317) 892-7888

www.westchasegolf.com
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You have better things 
to do with your time... 
picnics, ball games,  
gardening...

Don’t lose any more time - let  
Diamond Collision’s claims  
specialists handle everything for you.
 

Choosing a collision repair  
facility now saves time later  
if you do have an accident.

www.diamond-collision.com
Located behind Lowe’s at Dan Jones Rd & Rockville Rd.   317-272-6820

Hours – Mon.-Fri. 7:30 to 5:30
292 S. County Rd. 800 E.

Avon, IN 46123

317-272-6820

Let us help you with:

 Filing a claim 
 Rental arrangements

Free estimates

Located behind Lowe’s at Dan Jones Rd. & Rockville Rd.

Tap · Ballet · Hip Hop · Jazz
Competitive Dance

Ages 3 - Adult

A New Name . . . Same Great Sta� 

317.837.6333
1005 E. Main St., Ste. B Plain� eld

(Next to Plain� eld Gym)

www.in� nitydanceacademy.com

All Tooned Up author keeps it old school

By Nicole Palmer

At 9-years-old, Ron Braun would draw 
Halfwit, a dog resembling Snoopy, who flew 
into outer space. Halfwit would combat the 
bad people he encountered and become a hero. 
Though his comic strips have come a long way, 
the Brownsburg resident still loves the idea of 
taking cartoon characters and putting them in 
life or death situations or just taking a serious 

topic and interpreting it into a 
humorous comic strip. 

“I probably have more ideas 
than I can do,” Braun says. “I just 
like creating something from 
nothing. You can create sitting 
here in your studio, create a whole 
new world. With the Internet, you 
can have it up in half an hour for 
the whole world to see.”

His book All Tooned Up and 
No Place to Go!, which was 
introduced earlier this year, is a 
collection of his Toon It Up comic 
strips previously published through 
the Internet. The characters 
resemble musical instruments and 
discuss music-related topics in 
each strip.

Braun plans to turn all of his 

comic strips into books in the near future. He 
published All Tooned Up first because it relates 
to his favorite topic, music, and it was the most 
complete, with commentary placed below each 
strip.

“He’s always impressive with what he does,” 
says Braun’s wife, Amanda Braun. “I might not 
always get it. But I am proud of him.”

Adding something to his originality, Braun 

still enjoys the feel of the pencil and paper. He 
always sketches his drawings with pencil and 
inks before scanning them into the computer to 
add color.

“I’m old-school,” Braun says. “It’s getting more 
popular to use drawing pads, draw it digitally 
on the computer. Everything is done digitally. 
But like a lot of people with digital music and 
books - even though you can get it online, there’s 
something cool about having a physical copy.”

Besides getting his comic strips into book 
format, Braun is also working on a graphic novel 
about a little girl who finds a talking platypus. 
He intends to take it back to the ideas of his 
younger days – with sweet-looking cartoon 
characters becoming heroes in life-or-death 
situations. 

He says in a sense, his passion hasn’t changed 
since he was a child. He has just gotten better 
at his hobby. Working as a purchasing agent 

at American Art Clay Company and 
doing contracted drawings on the side, 
he wants to maintain his comics as just 
that – a hobby.

 “Even when I’m not working on 
something, I’m working on something,” 
Braun says. “I really try to balance 
well. My wife and kids are the most 
important right now. My fear is if that 
becomes my job, it would not be my 
passion.”

Learn more about Braun’s comics at 
toon-it-up.com. 

A quick sketch by Ron Braun
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Ron Braun
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Come celebrate with us!
Neighborhood Toy Store Day

Saturday, Nov. 12th

Here’s a $5 Gift Certifi cate*

Redeemable when you sign up for our mailing list. Already on our 
list? Accept this gift with our heartfelt thanks! Not redeemable 
with any other offer. No cash value. Offer expires 12/10/2011.

Wilbur’s Lincolnwood Toy Store
285 West Main St.

Brownsburg, IN 46112
317-852-9805
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$25 off
Brake Service

Brake service includes inspection of the complete
brake system. Replacing pads or shoes,

resurfacing rotors or drums. Additional parts
and labor extra. Cannot be combined with other

o� ers. Shop supplies and tax extra. Good at
Avon location only. O� er expires 12-3-2011

$20 off
Flushes

- $20 O�  Di� erntial Flush
-$20 O�  Brake System Flush
- $20 O�  Transmission Flush

- $20 O�  Coolant System Flush
Transmission � ush includes new � lter! Cannot be combined

with other o� ers. Shop supplies and tax extra.
Good at Avon location only. O� er expires 12-3-2011

Auto-Lab of Avon
10750 E. U.S.Highway 36

www.autolabusa.com

317- 667- 0211

ACROSS THE STREET 
FROM MEIJER NEXT TO 
MIKE’S CARWASH ON 
EAST U.S. HIGHWAY 36.

Hours: Mon.- Fri., 7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Sat., 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Free
Check 

Engine Light 
Diagnosis

Detailed diagnosis extra. Parts & labor extra. 
Good at Avon location only. Shop supplies and tax extra. 

O� er expires 12-3-2011.

$19.99
SAVINGS!

WWELLNESS

Record number enrolled in 
nationwide cancer study

Indiana University Health West Hospital 
among the leading enrollment sites for recent 
American Cancer Society study

The American Cancer Society’s Central 
Indiana Office announced recently that it 
surpassed its goal of enrolling 1,000 Central 
Indiana residents in Cancer Prevention Study-3 
(CPS-3). During a week-long enrollment in 
early October, 1,210 individuals participated 
in the groundbreaking nationwide prevention 
study; making it the largest CPS-3 enrollment 
in the nation to date. Cancer Prevention Study-3 
is an American Cancer Society research study 
that will help researchers better understand the 
lifestyle, genetic, behavioral and environmental 
factors that cause or prevent cancer. 

“We were honored to be selected as an 
enrollment site,” say Denise Clark, director of 
radiation oncology for IU Health West Hospital. 
“We are very excited about the response from our 
staff and our local community. This was a once in 
a life time opportunity to participate in a study 
that will benefit our children and grandchildren.” 

IU Health West Hospital was one of eight 
Central Indiana employers to support the 
initiative by engaging their employees and 
opening hospital doors to the general public. 
As Hendricks County’s only enrollment 
location, 198 participants between ages 30 
and 65 committed to the long-term study. To 
enroll in the study, individuals provided a waist 

measurement, gave a small blood sample and 
completed a comprehensive survey. Over the 
course of the study, participants will be asked to 
fill out follow-up surveys every few years. 

“Our participation in CPS-3 today will 
impact future generations as this study could 
potentially change the face of cancer as we know 
it today,” says Linda Wilgus, American Cancer 
Society volunteer and chair for the Indianapolis 
community-wide CPS-3 enrollment. “CPS-3 
will help us better understand what factors cause 
cancer, and once we know that, we can be better 
equipped to prevent cancer.” 

The previous two Cancer Prevention Studies 
have provided profound insight into cancer as 
we know it. Data collected in CPS-I was the 
first study to connect tobacco and cancer; and 
CPS-2 linked cancer to the emergence of the 
obesity epidemic. Other key findings from these 
studies include: linking aspirin use and lower risk 
of colon cancer, identifying lifestyle factors such 
as physical inactivity and certain dietary factors 
with cancer risk, and connecting air pollution to 
increased deaths from heart and lung conditions. 

CPS-3 is expected to enroll a diverse 
population of 300,000 people nationwide. For 
more information or to learn how to become 
involved in future CPS-3 enrollments, visit www.
cancer.org, email cps3@cancer.org, or call toll-
free (888) 604-5888.

    Summer is Here!  

20% off 
Any One Massage therapy treatment 

*May not be combined with other offer  
Expires 4/30/11

Clarian West • 317.217.2200

Expires 11/31/11

IU West Hospital ∙ 317.217.2200 

Ology's Chilling 
NOVEMBER special:
Buy Any Massage Therapy 

Series - Get 2 Sessions Free!

The electroencephalogram (EEG) laboratory at Indiana University Health West Hospital recently 
received its 5-year accreditation from the American Board of Registration of Electroencephalographic 
and Evoked Potential Technologists (ABRET). It is the third EEG lab in the IU Health system and 
the only EEG lab in Hendricks County to carry this accreditation. 

“It is a standard of excellence we are proud to achieve,” says Ed Bodine, director for respiratory 
care at IU Health West Hospital. 

The tests performed by IU Health West Hospital’s EEG lab benefit both patients and physicians 
in our community. EEG is used to evaluate epilepsy, Alzheimer’s disease, tumor, strokes and sleep 
disorders. 

EEG testing measures minute electrical charges emitted by the brain via metal electrode discs 
connected to the scalp. The reading from an EEG can be used to test the brain’s electrical response 
to different stimuli or the electric pattern displayed during certain activities, such as sleeping. 

ABRET’s Lab Accreditation process evaluates technical standards, the quality of the laboratory’s 
output and lab management issues. Successful accreditation means the EEG laboratory at IU Health 
West Hospital has met strict standards and is to be recognized as a place where patients and doctors 
can have confidence they are receiving quality diagnostics.

EEG lab accredited at IU Health

You’re invited to our
20th Annual  

Christmas Open House
Saturday, November 19th

10 am to 9 pm
Bring in this ad or printed ad  
from our web site to receive 

25% off 
any single item on open house day.  

Also, we’ll be giving a way a $100.00  
gift certificate as a door prize  

and an item of equal value

www.avonantiques.info

Avon Antiques
192 N. State 

Road 267, Avon
(317) 272-4842
gailmedcalf@
yahoo.com
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B BODY BEAUTY

Turkeys don’t mind waddles, 
humans are less appreciative

By Barry L. Eppley, M.D., D.M.D

aThe thought of eating turkey at the upcoming 
Thanksgiving holiday brings together two 
inseparable images. While history does not show 
that turkey was ever actually served at the first 
pilgrim’s festival, it has become the featured 
culinary dish since. While many will enjoy the 
tasteful bites from a turkey leg, breast or stuffing, 
few will aspire to have the turkey neck.

While few want to eat a turkey’s neck, even 
fewer want to have one on of their own. The 
turkey neck or neck wattle is that well known 
fleshy fold of hanging skin that is unavoidable 
for many as we age. The loss of a once smooth 
jaw line and a shapely neck shows the persistent 
effects of gravity and time. 

While creams and other potions promise 
much, the turkey neck needs a surgical fix. Forget 
about non-surgical options and other lunchtime-
type procedures. They simply do not work no 
matter how hopeful one is. For the fuller neck in 
a young person, fat removal by liposuction alone 
may be enough. But when the neck skin is loose 
and floppy; and you can pinch a wad of skin and 
fat between your fingers, some method of actual 
removal is needed.

The removal of a turkey neck requires some 
form of a facelift. While often misunderstood, 

a facelift is really a neck and jowl operation and 
does not change the face much above the level 
of one’s mouth. It is a poorly named procedure 
and the term necklift would more accurately 
describe it. It is really less extensive and easier to 
go through than most people think.

When it comes to necklifts, there are 
numerous options, which one is best for any 
particular person is determined by how much 
loose neck skin one has. Some jowling and a 
little loose neck skin may only need a limited 
facelift (often called the Lifestyle Lift or 
Quicklift). If there is a lot of loose neck skin, 
then a fuller form of a facelift is really needed. 
This is a powerful neck changer and can produce 
some really dramatic results. For those that want 
the least invasive amount of surgery but with 
a dramatic change, the turkey neck can also be 
directly cut out in a procedure appropriately 
called the direct necklift.

The turkey neck is not a desired culinary item 
on the bird and many people don’t like it on 
themselves either. While year round turtle necks 
are always an option, a little skillful carving may 
be a better solution. 
 
Dr. Barry Eppley is a board-certified plastic surgeon 
in Indianapolis. Comments can be sent to info@
eppleyplasticsurgery.com.
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8100 E. US Hwy 36 Avon, IN 

(317) 272-0780 • www.wbu.com/avon  



Register today at www.raystrash.com
for your chance to be part of the Trash for Cash promotion at an 
Indianapolis Colts gamin in the new Lucas Oil Stadium. The lucky 
winner will recieve four front row tickets, a Peyton Manning jersey, 

and a chance to win $750 in cash!

Commercial Waste and Recycling Hauling – Residential Waste and Recycling Hauling – 
Industrial Waste and Recycling Hauling – Construction – Roll-off Services – Demolition – 

Land Clearing – Document Destruction – Concrete Crushing – Mulch 
Buyers of: Scrap Metal, Office Paper, Plastics, and Cardboard 

Clayton,IN 46118 
Phone:317.539.2024  |  Fax:317.539.7022 

www.raystrash.com

Lilly Endowment Scholarship  
Applications Available

The Hendricks County 
Community Foundation 
partners with Lilly 
Endowment, Inc. to 
select two Hendricks 
County high school 
seniors as nominees 

for the 2012 Lilly Endowment 
Community Scholarship Program. 
The scholarship provides full 
tuition, required fees and a special 
allocation of up to $900 per year 
for required books and required 
equipment for four years of 

undergraduate study on a full-time basis, leading 
to a baccalaureate degree at any Indiana public 
or private college or university accredited by the 
Higher Learning Commission of the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Schools. To 
be eligible, student must:

· Be a Hendricks County resident
· Be ranked in the top 15 percent (GPA)  

 of his/her class
· Be involved in significant community  

 service activities throughout his/her high  
 school career

· Be involved in extracurricular activities
· Graduate by the end of June 2012 with  

 a diploma from a regionally accredited  
 Indiana high school

· Be accepted to pursue a full-time   
 baccalaureate course of study at an   
 accredited public or private college or  
 university in Indiana.

Applications must be submitted online at 
http://www.hendrickscountycf.org/scholarships/
lilly_scholars/. The deadline for completed 
applications is Dec. 15, 2011.



•	 As	needed	table	salt
•	 1	turkey	(12	-	22	pounds	gross	weight),	rinsed	thoroughly,	giblets	and	neck	reserved	 
 for gravy
•	 4	tablespoons	unsalted	butter,	melted

1. Dissolve 1 cup salt per gallon of cold water for 4- to 6-hour brine or ½ cup salt per 
gallon cold water for 12- to 14-hour brine in large stockpot or clean bucket. Add turkey and 
refrigerate for predetermined amount of time.

2. Before removing turkey from brine, adjust over rack to lowest position; heat oven to 400 
degrees F for 12- to 18-pound bird or 425 degrees F for 18- to 22-pound bird. Line a large 
V-rack with heavy-duty aluminum foil and use paring knife or skewer to poke 20 to 30 holes in 
foil; set V-rack in large roasting pan.

3. Remove turkey from brine and rinse well under cool running water. Pat dry inside and 
out with paper towels. Tuck tips of drumsticks into skin at tail and secure; tuck wings behind 
back. Brush turkey breast with 2 tablespoons butter. Set turkey breast-side down on prepared 
V-rack; brush back with remaining 2 tablespoons butter. Roast 45 minutes for 12- to 18-pound 
bird or 1 hour for 18- to 22-pound bird.

4. Remove roasting pan with turkey from oven (close oven door to retain heat); reduce oven 
temperature to 325 degrees F if using 18- to 22-pound bird. Using clean potholders or kitchen 
towels, rotate turkey breast-side up; continue to roast until thickest part of breast registers 165 
degrees F and thickest part of thigh registers 170 degrees to 175 degrees F on instant-read 
thermometers, 50 to 60 minutes longer for 12- to 15-pound bird, about 1 ¼ hours for 15- to 
18-pound bird, or about 2 hours longer for 18- to 22-pound bird. Transfer turkey to carving 
board; let rest 30 minutes (or up to 40 minutes for 18- to 22-pound bird). Carve and serve.

HHEALTHY EATS

Brine time: A succulent, tender 
Thanksgiving turkey

We’re a few weeks away from Thanksgiving, 
and while you may have all your ducks (or 
turkeys, as it were) in a row, it’s not too late to 
tinker with a turkey-day variation. And for those 
of you culinary procrastinators: Don’t panic, you 
have time. 

 Have you considered brining your bird? 
Aside from some equipment modifications, 
the technique is unflinchingly easy and yields a 
succulent, tender turkey. In this application, the 
brine—which is simply a solution of salt and 
water—acts as a savory marinade. Plus, starting 
the bird breast-down, then rotating it midway, 
prevents the delicate white meat from drying out.

I’m sharing a trusty recipe compliments of 
Cook’s Illustrated. Two gallons of water will 

suffice for most turkeys, and then just follow 
the salt ratios as needed. For quick brines (4 - 6 
hours) use 1 cup of salt per gallon of water; and 
for overnight brines just cut the salt in half: 
½ cup per gallon. (The recipe suggests using a 
stockpot or bucket, but you can also use a large 
cooler.)

Some brines contain herbs and spices, so 
feel free to incorporate garlic cloves, bay leaves, 
peppercorns, or other flavor components to add a 
special signature to your turkey.

Clint Smith is an honors graduate of The Cooking and 
Hospitality Institute of Chicago, Le Cordon Bleu, and is 
currently a culinary arts instructor at Central Nine Career 
Center in Greenwood. To read more about techniques and 
recipes, visit www.cookingwithclint.com.

Roasted brined turkey 
Serves 10 to 22, depending on turkey size
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For a seasonal vase, cut off the top of a 
butternut squash (about 1/4 of the squash 
height) and scoop out the flesh. Add water and 
arrange dahlias, sunflowers, zinnias, or other 
autumnal flowers in the vase. For a Thanksgiving 
table, line several squash vases along the center 
of the table, setting some on footed plates for 
height variations. –bhg.com

C COLLECTIBLE CORNER

Porcelain from the land of the rising sun

By Shelly Callahan

Did you know that Nippon simply means 
Japan, or “land of the rising sun”? I knew pieces 
marked Nippon were pretty and detailed, but 
didn’t know what Nippon meant. Nippon 
porcelain, as this china was called during the 
period from the 1890s through the early 1920s, 
denoted country of origin rather than a specific 
manufacturer. 

Thanks to the McKinley Tariff Act of 
1891, Japanese porcelain produced for export 
was required to label its origin in Phoenician 
lettering. After the early 1920s, the more-
English "Made in Japan" began to appear, 
mandated by the United States requirement to 
display "Japan" instead of "Nippon" for clarity 
for American buyers. This was the end of the 
"Nippon" period. 

Subm
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Nippon porcelain dish

Giving a hand-up to those in need

By Ariane Cagle

The faces of poverty and those needing a 
hand-up in life can be seen anywhere. It’s the 
little girl in hand-me-downs eating her school 
lunch and wondering if she’ll have anything 
for dinner. It’s the young mother who’s a 
victim of domestic violence and is now living 
in a shelter with her children. It’s the older 
man who’s been unemployed for over year 
and is now being evicted from his home.

While there are many ways people can help 
those who are less fortunate, such as giving food, 
clothing and money, the book, When Helping 
Hurts, by Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert, shows 
that the poor view poverty more in terms of 
broken relationships than as a lack of resources.

According to Brooke Reeves, global outreach 
coordinator at Connection Pointe Christian 

Church of 
Brownsburg, 
instead of just 
giving a hand-
out, “a hand-up 
gives people 
their dignity and 
the confidence 
to change their 
situation.”

A hand-
up also helps 
people address 
their broken 
relationships and 
makes them feel 
more whole again.

Additionally, when we work to meet the 
needs of those in our community and dive 
into deeper relationships, it can change 
us and our community, Reeves says. “Our 
vision changes toward a broader perspective 
of what life is about and where the needs 
are in our community and world.”

For county residents wanting to find ways 
to help people in need, the Hendricks County 
Community Foundation works with people 
to connect them to the causes that matter the 
most to them, according to Executive Director 
Janet Haley. This can be accomplished by 
educating donors on endowment funds that 
are already established to which they can 
contribute to, or by helping them to establish an 
endowment fund of their own, or by connecting 

them directly to a certain organization. 
“How we are different from other 

organizations is through perpetuity,” Haley 
says. An individual, family or group can put 
money into an endowment fund. The money 
is then used to make grants over time. These 
grants help to meet the greatest needs of 
the community at that time in the future.

Additionally, the community foundation’s 
job, as a funder, is to question the donor 
organization on what they’re doing. We want 
to make sure that they’re not just offering a 
Band-Aid® solution, but they’re providing a 
hand-up to the people they serve, Haley adds.

For example, this may involve a donor 
organization giving funds to a local food 
pantry instead of giving the money directly 
to individuals. Or, an organization may 
work through the school systems to address 
children’s medical needs. Or, an organization 
may help someone with a spinal cord injury 
reclaim their independence and quality 
of life through the purchase of a van.

Since the community foundation’s inception, 
over $8 million has given been out through 
grants. “I have to believe that’s made a positive 
impact on our community,” Haley says. 
“And it has made it a better place to live.”

For more information on the outreach 
program at Connection Pointe Christian Church, 
call (317) 852-2221. For more information on 
the Hendricks County Community Foundation, 
visit their website at www.hendrickscountycf.org.

Creativity for 
Thanksgiving 

décor
Everyone loves the tradition of Thanksgiving 

food and if the favorites aren’t included, someone 
is always disappointed. So, this year, go ahead 
and make all the traditional foods and put 
your creativity into some striking table décor. 

Gourd Vases

A New Kind of Pumpkin 

Give your flower vase a holiday and showcase 
blooms another way -- in perfect harvest form. 
A florist's foam ball is covered with real flowers 
to resemble a pumpkin. The porous foam absorbs 
water to help keep the blossoms fresh. –bhg.com

A New Kind of Pumpkin 

Small details can make a big impact on 
your Thanksgiving table. Try tying handmade 
place cards to mini pumpkins for a personal 
touch that will make guests feel special. 
Design by Holly Mathis. - hgtv.com

Subm
itted Photo
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itted Photo
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itted Photo

Janet Haley Brooke Reeves

Photos by A
riane Cagle

High quality, at a lower price than porcelain 
from Europe, made Nippon porcelain extremely 
popular in Great Britain and the United States 
in the late nineteenth century. Genuine antique 
Nippon porcelain is nearly always hand painted 
and ornate in decoration. Most are delicate – 
often thin enough to be translucent. 

A special hand-painting effect was moriage 
- the use of liquefied clay that was added prior 
to firing that provided a raised outline effect to 
the final product. Many items such as pitchers 
and vases have beaded moriage, a raised outline 
that creates a striking effect of both color and 
texture. Because this process takes so long and 
is so labor-intensive, the technique is seldom 
present in imitations, and thus is an indicator of 
true Nippon porcelain. Many antique Nippon 
china pieces are trimmed with 24 karat gold. The 
process used in those days, however, did not bind 
the gold well to the porcelain, so pieces that do 
not have much gold worn off are highly valued.

We have priced pieces in the shop around $15 
each. As always, I love seeing different pieces so 
bring me a picture of your favorite. I would love 
to check it out.

Shelly Callahan owns Shelly’s Closet of Treasure in 
Plainfield. Contact her at shellyshop@gmail.com or  
(317) 839-1690.
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1 thru 28 Deck the 
Walls Wreath 

Auction
All Day-Library hours
Holiday wreaths 
decorated by local 
businesses and 
organizations for silent 
auction. 
Location: Brownsburg Public 
Library, 450 S. Jefferson St., Brownsburg
Contact: (317) 852-3167

2 Super Service Hospitality Training
7:30 - 9 a.m. or 2:30 - 4 p.m. 

Hear about the front-line details in 
preparation of Super Bowl XLVI. Training will 
focus on general service principles, Indiana’s 
rich history and Super Bowl event and 
volunteer specific information.
Location: Metropolis
Contact: (317) 718-8750

3, 10 & 17 Danville Jam 
6 - 8:30 p.m.

Live music with acoustical instruments. Free 
admission.
Location: Ellis Park Train Station
Contact: (317) 745-3201

4 & 6 Mozart and More - Hendricks 
Symphonic Choir and Hendricks 

Chamber Orchestra 
Fri., 7:30 p.m.;Sun., 3 p.m.
Adult tickets are $10; student tickets are $5
Location: Avon Middle School South, 7199 
E. U.S. Hwy. 36, Avon
Contact: (317) 241-0750

4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19 & 20 The 
Wrinkled Rebellion

Fri. and Sat., 8 p.m.; Sun., 2:30 p.m.
Location: Longstreet Playhouse, 4998 N. 
C.R. 100 E., Danville
Contact: (317) 252-9626

4 & 13 Fall Uncorked Music Series
7 – 10 p.m. 

Casual dining and live music.
Location: Chateau Thomas Winery, 6291 
Cambridge Way, Plainfield
Contact: (317) 837-9463

5 “Turkey Trump” 
Euchre Tournament

7 p.m.
$20 per person for 
an evening of euchre, 
food and drinks.
Location: Noll Hall, 
330 N. Green St., 
Brownsburg
Contact: (317) 802-1502

5 Benefit Concert featuring Michael 
Peterson

7 p.m.
Michael Peterson is a Grammy-nominated 
country music artist and the 2011 winner of 
the American Legion’s National Educators 
Award. Tickets are on sale at the Avon 
Schools Administration Center, 7203 E. U.S. 

Location: Washington Township Community 
Park, 115 S. C.R. 575 E., Avon
Contact: (317) 745-0785

24 Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

A complete Thanksgiving meal, 
activity center for the 
children and live 
music for all to 
enjoy. Free.
Location: Guilford 
Township Community 
Center, 1500 
S. Center St., 
Plainfield

25 Christmas on the Square 
4 – 6 p.m.

Old-fashioned family fun featuring a tree 
lighting ceremony with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus.
Location: Danville Courthouse Square
Contact: (317) 745-3007

25 Holidays at Metropolis with Santa’s 
Arrival

10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Welcome Santa Clause as he makes his 
appearance on his special horse drawn 
carriage. Free rides.
Location: Metropolis, 2499 Futura Way, 
Plainfield
Contact: (317) 203-4555

26 Spirit of the Season Kick-off Concert
7 – 10 p.m.

Begin the holiday season with the Annual 
Jennie DeVoe Christmas Concert; $35 per 
person.
Location: Chateau Thomas Winery, 6291 
Cambridge Way, Plainfield
Contact: (317) 837-9463

28 Letters to Santa
1 p.m.

Children may write a letter to Santa 
and mail it in the special North Pole 
Express mailbox. To receive a reply 
from Santa, each letter must have a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. 

Location: Avon Library Avon-
Washington Township Public 
Library, 498 N. S.R. 267, 
Avon
Contact: (317) 272-4818

12 Treat People Better Awards & Auction 
5:30 – 10 p.m.

This annual event recognizes people that go 
above-and-beyond to do things for others. 
Location: Colts Pavilion, 7001. W. 56th St., 
Indianapolis
Contact: (317) 745-7594.

15 Extreme Couponing in the Real World 
Workshop

6 p.m.
Briana Carter of BargainBriana.com, helps 
readers save money while shopping by 
utilizing effecting couponing methods. Free. 
Registration required.
Location: Brownsburg Public Library, 450 
S. Jefferson St., 
Brownsburg
Contact: 
(317) 852-3167

19  20th 
Annual Christmas Open House

10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Location: Avon Antiques, 192 S.R. 267, 
Avon
192 S. Contact: (317) 272-4842 or www.
avonantiques.com

19 Turkey Bowl 
9 a.m. 

Flag Football Tournament for all middle 
school and high school guys and their dads; 
tournament format will be dictated by the 
number of teams. Free. Pre-registration is 
required by Nov.14. Register online at 
cpccweb.org/apexevents.
Location: Brownsburg East Middle School, 
1250 E. Airport Rd., Brownsburg
Contact: (317) 852-2255, x231

19 Central Indiana Train Show
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Train Show and Swap Meet. Free 
admission.
Location: Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds and Conference 
Complex, 1900 E. Main St., Danville
Contact: (317) 272-3796

19 Turkey Run 5K/10K Race/Walk
8 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Participants donate 5 nonperishable 
food items or $10 per person and race/
walk the park. Prizes awarded for age 
and time. 

Hwy. 36, Avon. 
Location: Avon High School, 7575 E. C.R. 
150 S., Avon

Contact: (317) 544-6090

5 Phi Beta Psi Sorority, Theta Phi 
chapter/ Christmas Bazaar

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Homemade crafts, decorations, and 

baked goods. 
Location: American Legion Post, 636 E. 

Main St., Brownsburg
Contact: (317) 852-6511

9 & 10 Christmas with the Ponies and 
Santa

4- 8 p.m.
Visit with Santa; games and refreshments; 
proceeds benefit Strides to Success
Location: 1350 Terry Dr., Plainfield
Contact: (317) 838-7002

10 Peace Train and the Flower Power 
Brass

7 p.m. 
Music from the 60s and 70s. Opening 
band is Chris and the Social Studs. $13 in 
advance; $15 at the door.
Location: Royal Theater, 59 S. Washington, 
Danville 
Contact: (317) 745-0670

10 Remembering World War II: Rare 
Film Shorts

6:30 - 8:15 p.m.
Celebrate Veterans Day in an unusual way. 
Film historian Eric Grayson will show several 
World War II-era film shorts used to educate 
soldiers and civilians about world events. 
Refreshments will be provided. Free, but 
registration is required.
Location: Plainfield-Guilford Township Public 
Library, 1120 Stafford Rd., Plainfield
Contact: (317) 839-6602

12 PJ Party
6 – 9 p.m. 

Girls in grades 1 - 5, put on your favorite 
jammies, grab your mom and your pillow for 
a night full of fun, fashion, food, faith, and 
friendship with the teens of Get REAL INC; 
girls, $10, and moms, $5.
Location: Hendricks County 4H Conference 
Complex, 1900 E. Main St., Danville 
Contact: (317) 670-7881

12 Full Moon Owl Hike
6:30 p.m.

Location: McCloud Nature Park, 8518 N. 
Hughes Rd., North Salem
Contact: (765) 676-5437

12 Holiday Craft and Home Business 
Bazaar

9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Location: Avon United Methodist Church, 
6850 E. U.S. Hwy. 36, Avon
Contact: (317) 244-5646

12 Christmas Bazaar
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Location: Mary Queen of Peace, 1005 W. 
Main St., Danville
Contact: (317) 852-2613

C CALENDAR

“When you decide to make a difference,
the Community Foundation is the right place for you to give.  
Your gift helps us award Hendricks County organizations grants 
for improving education, arts, and parks as well as helping 
those in need in our communities."

Decide today.
Call Janet Haley at 718-1200 about how you can invest in the future of 
Hendricks County or visit our website at www.hendrickscountycf.org 
to set up a tax deductible donation of $10 or more.

“And from me to you...thanks for joining 
our list of caring and generous donors.” Dan Young, President, Board of Directors 

Hendricks County Community Foundation
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WINEW
Tempranillo – the pride of Spain

By Charles R. Thomas, M.D. 

The pride of Spain and its wines is 
Tempranillo (temp-ran-ee’-yo), the grape that is 
the foundation of the Rioja and Duero wines of 
Spain. Tempranillo is the most widely planted 
grape in Spain. It is a fairly vigorous grower and 
an early-maturing grape matures a full two weeks 
before Grenache (Garnacha), the most common 
blender grapes which accompany it. In fact, the 
root Spanish word, (temprano), means early. 
Despite this, it is a very dark grape producing 
dark wines that have long-lasting qualities. 

Also in Spain, the famous wines of Rioja such 
as Marques de Riscal or the Ribero del Duero 
are based on Tempranillo as well. Perhaps the 
most famous are the wines called Vega Sicilia, 
which are grown on the high plateau area in 
north-central Spain. Vega Sicilia wines are aged 
in oak barrels for up to 10 years and will age in 
the bottle for decades. These wines are extremely 
intense, dark, flavorful, and beautifully balanced 
and sell for up to hundreds of dollars per bottle.

In Spain, it typically grows as an upright 
shoot in bushes, widely-spaced, but in the 
western world, it is successfully trellised with 
adequate yields of four to five tons per acre. 
Most Tempranillo is grown in California’s Lodi/
Amador County region but more recently in 
Sonoma, preferring cooler climates. The grapes 
tend to be very thick-skinned, high in sugar, low 
in acid, and also high in pH. As a consequence 

of the high sugar, the alcohols tend also to be 
high. Due to high tannins of the thick skin, 
winemakers often will do partial whole berry 
fermentation that also increases fruitiness in the 
wine. It is also grown abundantly in Argentina 
as Tempranilla. Tempranillo’s color is also used 
to bolster the color of many porto blends in 
Portugal as Tinto Roriz.

Only in the United States do you see 
Tempranillo made as a pure varietal, more 
commonly vinified as a part of a blend, where 
Grenache and Mazuelo (Carignane) are used. 
Tempranillo gives dark color, and longevity, but 
often needs perfume and acid. I find the perfume 
of Tempranillo quite compelling. Generally 
the fruit shows floral aromas of roses and dried 
flowers; blueberry and blackberry, with plum, red 
cherry, and strawberry; spicy accents cinnamon, 
nutmeg, tea, and allspice; capped off with aging 
bouquets of cocoa, coffee, vanilla, toasted oak, 
and cigar box.

Pairing Tempranillo with food is pretty easy, 
as it will complement everything from complex 
seafood, light to medium dark sauces, roasted 
game, red wine poultry dishes, grilled meats, and 
medium cheeses such as Brie, aged goat cheese, 
blue cheese, Gouda, and Parmesan. 
 
Charles R. Thomas, M.D. owns the Chateau Thomas 
Winery in Plainfield. Contact him at charlest@
chateauthomas.com.

317-263-0002  •  1930 WEST 16TH STREET  •  FALCONESUBARU.COM

NO DEALER FEES... EVER!

2012 Outback 2.5i Limited

WE DON’T WANT 
TO SELL YOU A 
NEW SUBARU.
(WE WANT TO GIVE YOU THE 
INFORMATION YOU NEED SO 
YOU CAN BUY A NEW SUBARU.)

$23,295*
Starting at

•  Only minutes from the west side
•  Award-winning service department
•  Free service shuttle to downtown Indy
•  Google’s best rated Indy area Subaru Dealer
•  Meet or beat any dealer’s price

*See sales associate for details. MSRP $23,295 
for Outback 2.5i. MSRP $28,695 for Outback 
2.5i Limited shown in image.
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FAL-059-HendricksIcon-subaru-WeDontWantToSellYou-ad-November-FNL.pdf   1   10/13/11   2:53 PM

D E V OT E D  T O  T H E  Art of Hospitality

At Cobblestone Assisted Living, 
we are devoted to the art of hospitality. 
That is why we belong to a community 
that delivers a continuum of care. 
Village of Avon offers assisted living 
as well as skilled nursing, rehabilitation 
services and cottage homes. Making it easy 
to transition between the stages of life 
on one campus paints true hospitality.

4171 Forest Pointe Circle, Avon, IN 46123
317.745.5184  .  www.avonhrc.com

Save 
$1000

Call today 
and ask us how!

317.745.5184



November 2011 www.myICON.info | I C O N  | 17

152 E. Northfi eld Drive • Brownsburg, IN 46112 • 317-852-0252
www.ArtisticDesignsGallery.net

Framing Hendricks County for 20 years.

Gallery Hours: Sun/Mon by appointment only, Tues/� urs 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Wed/Fri/Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

5th Annual Miniature Fine Art Show  
On Exhibit Now through November 19th

98 unique masterpieces for sale by 26 artists from across the nation

View the exhibit online at ArtisticDesignsGallery.net

` “Outer Bank” by Catherine Girard

AHC ARTIST PROFILE

Appleby preserves the simple beauty of local Indiana scenes in her art

Laura Appleby enjoys capturing the light in 
her paintings as well as the scenery around her. 
Painting many times in Plein Air, she captures 
the scene in one sitting and at the site. Her 
paintings are impressionistic and have a softness 
about them that is pleasing to the eye.  

Name: Laura Appleby
Your town: Hazelwood
Art Medium: Oil and Pastel
Art Education: I have no formal art education, 

However, I attend various painting workshops on 
a regular basis.

How/when did you start your art? I began 
painting more seriously about 10 years ago 
when I attended Central Indiana Artist's Art 
Fair in Avon. Members of the Indiana Plein 
Air Painters Association (IPAPA) were there 
painting on location with their easels. "Plein 
air" is a French term that means "open air" or 
painting on location rather than in the studio. 
This method seeks to capture the essence and 
light of the scene. I was hooked on painting from 
that moment. I joined IPAPA and have had the 
opportunity to build friendships, learn, and paint 
with some of the finest landscape painters in 
Indiana today.

Is art your primary living? In a way, yes. 
Though I don't support myself from painting at 

this time, I work 
full-time in the 
Children's Room 
at the Plainfield-
Guilford Twp 
Public Library 
where I have many 
opportunities to 
be creative. In the 
past there, I have 
re-created Narnia, 
made Wild Things, 
pirate ships, and 
submarines, along 
with many other 
things. I recently 
re-created the tree 
there, and often 
create puppets 
and props for 
use in story time 
programs. A couple 
of years ago, I 

also had the opportunity to create a large paper 
mache scene of books and fairy tale characters 
located over the bulkhead in the children's room 
at the Mooresville Public Library.

 What does your art represent to you? In 
my painting, I strive to capture the simple beauty 
of Indiana.

What inspires you to create? I am inspired 
primarily by the beauty of light on the land. That 
is always the first thing I notice. I'm drawn to 
landscapes with an agriculture element. I'm also 
aware of how temporary beauty is. For example, 
last autumn I began to notice the incredible 
beauty of an old tree golden with leaves, set 
against the backdrop of a farmhouse. The 
morning light on the tree cast lavender shadows 
on the house. Some cattle were feeding in the 
foreground too. I made a mental note to get a 
photo before the leaves were gone and I never 
did. I'm sorry to say the tree was bulldozed last 
week.

 What do you strive to have art 
appreciators take with them from your 
artwork? I hope viewers will be drawn to 
appreciate the beauty in common scenes around 
us every day, whether it is the color in a field, the 
blue of the sky, or the golden light of an old tree. 

A favorite quote by Russell H. Conrad captures 
this thought: "Your diamonds are not in far 
distant mountains or in yonder seas, they are in 
your own back yard, if you but dig for them." 

Awards and Honors: Breaking Morning, 
juried into the Hoosier Salon 86th Annual 
Exhibit, Indiana State Museum, Group Exhibit-
Hoosier Salon First Fridays Exhibit at the 
Morris-Butler House, Indianapolis; A Place in 
the Sun and One Fine Day are juried into the 
Indiana Heritage Arts 32nd Annual Exhibit, 
Brown County Art Gallery, Nashville, Ind.; 
Group Exhibit- Hoosier 
Salon New Harmony 
Gallery; Indiana Gold juried 
into Strokin' III - Chicago 
Pastel Painters Biennial 
Exhibit, Chicago; Group 
Exhibit, "Plein Air Friends" 
Randolph County Arts 
Association, Union City, Ind.; 
Laura Appleby Solo Exhibit, 
Artistic Designs Gallery, 
Brownsburg; Hydrangeas 
awarded 2nd Place, Drawing 
Division, TC Steele's Great 
Outdoor Paint Contest, 
Nashville, Ind.; House on 
750 South and Blue Field 
were juried into the Hoosier 
Salon 85th Annual Exhibit 
Designed to Last Indiana State 
Museum, Indianapolis, both 
received Purchase Awards; 
Sunset on Soybeans selected 
as a recipient of the Hoosier 
Women Artists Award and 
was displayed in Lieutenant 
Governor Becky Skillman's 
office at the State Capital 
through 2009. 

Permanent public 
collections: Franklin 
County Courthouse Law 
Library, Campbell's Field-
Levee Road, Brookville, 
Ind.; Indiana State Capital 
Building, Hendricks County 
Courthouse, Indianapolis. 
Commissioned paintings of 

Indiana courthouses sponsored by the Indiana 
Bar Association. Plainfield Interurban Station, 
The Station, Plainfield. Commissioned as part of 
the Plainfield Historic Home Tour. 

Organizations you are associated with: 
Indiana Plein Air Painters Association (IPAPA), 
Indiana Heritage Arts, Hoosier Salon, Indiana 
Artists Club, Chicago Pastel Painters, American 
Impressionists, Hendricks County Arts Council.

Compiled by Rose Richards

Laura Appleby, painting in "plein air".

Subm
itted Photos

New Mown Hay

Persimmons



18 | I C O N  | www.myICON.info November 2011



November 2011 www.myICON.info | I C O N  | 19

S SACRED SPACES

Selecting the perfect dining table

By Pat Donovan, ASID

Are you entertaining family and friends over 
the holidays and in the market to replace your 
dining table and chairs? Sound pretty simple? 
Not as easy as you think. Before shopping, make 
a plan to be sure you select the correct size, shape 
and style. Consider the list below to be sure of a 

successful shopping experience.
•	 Formal	dining	or	casual?	
•	 Space	–	measure	for	size.
•	 Size	–	consider	the	number	of	diners.
•	 Usage	requirements	–	large	or	small	groups.
•	 Budget	–	consider	what	is	affordable.
•	 Style	-	location	with	other	areas.

Subm
itted Photo

Measure the space before you shop, 
this is the most important information 
for selecting a dining table. Be sure 
that you can comfortably sit at the 
table and have room to walk behind. 
The recommended space is 30 to 36 
inches around the perimeter of the 
table for scooting chairs back and 
walking. The average space required 
for diners is 22 inches of space and 14 
inches of table depth. 

•	Square	tables	work	well	in	small		
 rooms but will not accommodate a  
 large group.

•	Rectangular	tables	are	good	in		
 larger rooms and seat more people. 

•	Round	tables	encourage		 	
 conversation but are not always  
 space efficient.

•	Ideal	dining	table	should	measure		
 36 to 42 inches across for food and  
 conversation.

•	Wood	table	tops	are	more		
 susceptible to damage than glass,  

 however they can be refinished.
•	Glass	table	tops	show	fingerprints	and		

 require care to maintain.
Antique dining tables can create a special 

look and add character to your space. Check 
table leaves to ensure fit. Measure the height to 

`

62nd Annual

November 
9–13

Indiana State 
Fairgrounds

West Pavilion, 
Indianapolis, IN

$2 oFF  
one  

general 
admission!

 Indiana’s  
Largest Holiday Shopping Event!

Show Features 
• Save Money! Great bargains! Thousands of items under $20!

• Get FREE money! Thousands of dollars in Merry Money giveaways 

via Random Acts of Christmas!

• See Santa! Bring the kids! Santa appears multiple times every day!

• Trash or TREASURE?  Dr. Lori’s antique appraisal comedy tour 

is back by popular demand! Appearing Wed-Fri only. Performing three 

sessions a day. One FREE appraisal per person, per day.

details online at ChristmasgiftandHobbyshow.com

Purchase 
multiple discount  

tickets online using  
coupon code  

HCiCon

Christmas Gift & Hobby 
Show, Nov. 9-13. Valid 

every day. Not valid 
with any other discount. 

Discount based on general 
admission base price of 

$10. Coupon valid only at 
box office. 
(HCICON)

Make her cr� this holiday

Find our about the gift she‛ll
remember FOREVER.

www.LaniesLetters.com

for all the right reasons

see if it is suitable for dining (29 – 30 inches is 
standard) and sit at the table with the dining 
chairs you plan to use. Some old tables are 
built such that they are hard to slide your legs 
underneath.

Last but not least, buy the best table you can 
afford.

Pat Donovan, ASID owns Donovan's Interiors, Inc., Avon. 
Contact her at generalinfo@donavansinteriors.com.
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W WHERE WE WORSHIP

Plainfield Christian Church
800 Dan Jones Rd.

Plainfield, IN 46168
(317) 839-2384

www.plainfieldchristian.com

Mission work is very meaningful for the Troupe family

Subm
itted Photo

Front, from left, Aaron and Samuel and 
Back, from left, Kyle, Lisa and Paul.

D DEVOTIONAL

A Psalm for the season
By Michael LeFebvre 

“Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion..., to you 
shall all flesh come...

When iniquities prevail against me, you atone 
for our transgressions...

Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, 
to dwell in your courts!...

You visit the earth and water it; you greatly 
enrich it...

You crown the year with your bounty; ... the 
meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the 
valleys deck themselves with grain, they shout 
and sing together for joy.” (Psalm 65:1–13, ESV)

How quickly the seasons change, and how 
time passes.

It is traditional in America, every November, 
to set aside a day for giving thanks to God for 
his blessings on the year. This has certainly been 
a year of both hardships and blessings for many 
Americans.

The whole month of November provides a 
time for reflecting on the trials and joys he has 
carried us through, and then Thanksgiving Day is 
an opportunity to gather with loved ones to share 
and give thanks.

Let me suggest that you read Psalm 65 
(quoted in part, above) sometime this month. 
Use it as an aid in your reflection on the year 
now drawing to an end. Maybe you’d even 
like to read this Psalm with your family as a 

Thanksgiving Day prayer.
The Psalm opens with our chief cause for 

praise: the mercies of God upon those who 
know his forgiveness. Approaching God in 
prayer is always an act of humility. This Psalm 
opens with a humble admission that we have 
often sinned. But “blessed is the one [the Lord] 
chooses and brings near” to himself (verse 4). 
There is forgiveness with God through faith in 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. That is the believer’s 
chief cause for thanks, all through our lives.

Psalm 65 continues with a poetic celebration 
of the many additional blessings God pours out 
upon us. He patiently ministers his righteousness 
and hope to “all the ends of the earth,” despite 
natural disasters (“the roaring of the seas”) and 
“the tumult of the peoples” (verses 5–7). He also 
continues to provide the world with food and 
provision (verses 8–13)—something the current 
economic slump reminds us not to take for 
granted. Indeed, it is he who “crowns the year 
with bounty” (verse 11).

This Psalm has served as a beautiful outline 
for praise in harvest time and thanksgiving 
gatherings all through the ages. Let me 
encourage you to look up the full Psalm and use 
it in your personal or family Thanksgiving time, 
this month.

Michael LeFebvre is pastor of Chirst Church Reformed 
Presbyterian, Brownsburg. Contact him at (317) 626-6178.

Big Box Store Pricing Plus …
272-7430 • conceptsthecabinetshop.com • 7599 E US HWY 36, Next to Specks Pet Store

Excellent Customer Service • Reliable Field Measures • Professional Designs

Paul and Lisa Troupe, along with 
their three boys, have felt a sense of 
connection and loves sharing their faith 
with others. Paul, an employee at Rolls 
Royce, and Lisa, the Religious Education 
Director at Plainfield Christian, feel at 
Plainfield Christian Church there are a 
lot of opportunities to grow in faith and 
build relationships. 

PCC offers two forms of service; the 
modern worship service has a variety 
of elements including: music, scripture 
reading, video, preaching, prayer, and 
testimonies. While the blended worship 
service contains a mixture of the 
hymns of heritage and newer songs of 
worship. This includes: choir, orchestra, 
praise band, hand bells, and organ. The 
blended services also contain a diversity 
of elements including music, scripture 
reading, drama, and preaching.

What is it about your place of 
worship that helps you grow 
spiritually? The bible is always open 
at our church and we are always 
encouraging each other to grow 
spiritually. 
 
What is it about your place of 

worship that helps you to feel connected 
to your spouse, children, parents or other 
family? We have so many different classes, 
youth groups and gatherings that we all feel like 
Plainfield Christian is home to us. 
 
What is one meaningful event that has taken 
place at your place of worship? Our church is 
always doing so much mission work that is very 
meaningful to us. Recently we planted a new 
church in Plainfield called "Reunion Church" 
that meets at Plainfield Middle School.
 
Why would you recommend your place of 
worship to someone? There is something 
offered for every single age group at our church. 
We know a lot of people find our building to be 
big and possibly intimidating, but you will find a 
loving group of people who love the Lord inside.

Compiled by Cathy Myers
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By Gus Pearcy

There was a time when every small and large 
town had a full-service shoe retailer. It was a 
place where you were treated like royalty. Your 
feet were measured and a salesperson fetched 
appropriate selections from the stock room that 
matched your wants and desires.

It was an event.
Few retailers remember that event. In an 

age where you pump your own gas and you 
can get your license plates from a vending 
machine, shoe stores have become impersonal. 
Yet there are a few that remember the age of 
personal service and have maintained that close 

connection with their customers. Stout’s Shoes 
remembers because it practically invented it. Five 
generations of Stout men have sold shoes and 
worked to maintain the family legacy from the 
late Victorian Era to the Internet. Stout’s is the 
oldest shoe store in the nation.

The current president is Brad Stout, the great 
grandson of founder Harry Stout who opened 
Stout Shoes on Massachusetts Avenue in 1886. 

You could write a book on the changes over 
125 years, but the highlights include an early 
period of expansion through the 1920s. At one 
time, there were five stores in the Indianapolis 
area. An employee shuffled stock back and forth 
on a bicycle from the Mass Ave. location. 

During World War I, founder Harry Stout’s 
son was a well-decorated pilot. Stout Field in 
Indianapolis is named after Dick Stout. The 
retail shoe business was thriving until the Great 
Depression. Brad says the satellite locations were 
closed leaving only the main location. Harry’s 
two other sons, Oliver and Sidney, took over 
running the store from Harry’s brother, Edward 
after World War II. Oliver’s son, Harry, also 
became involved in the business.

During the 1950s, Stout’s Shoes still carried a 
large selection of shoes in a variety of sizes and 
widths, but they also bought and repaired factory 
seconds to sell to customers at a discount.

Harry’s son, Brad, joined the business in 1982. 

After remodeling the Mass Ave. headquarters, 
Brad began eyeing other locations. The first 
Stout’s Shoes of the modern era opened in 
Carmel. The next was in Greenwood, which 
today is a branded New Balance store. Then 
Brownsburg opened in 2002. Last June, Stout’s 
opened another New Balance store on Michigan 
Road in Carmel.

Stout’s developed a reputation for having a 
wide stock of sizes and widths. They also knew 
how to treat customers. It’s something that 
carries through to the present.

“When you come into our store, you get seated 
and measured and asked a lot of questions,” 
Stephanie Stout says. “It becomes more of a 
relationship.”

Stephanie is Brad’s wife. She works in the 
family business too. She not only manages the 
Brownsburg location, but evaluates future brands 
and facilitates buying and even manages some of 
the advertising.

“(Brad’s) the president of everything, and I’m 
the vice-president of everything else,” Stephanie 
says with a chuckle. “Brownsburg was a challenge 
cause we were the only (full-service) shoe store 
on the westside, so we had to be a little bit of 
everything to everybody. It’s a matter of having 
the right stock and good customer service. Last 
year, we had a 30 percent increase in that store.”

One of the reasons Stout’s has made it for 125 

years is noticing the trends and taking advantage 
of them. 

“When I first started, probably 90 percent of 
the men’s shoes we sold had leather soles and 
probably 90 percent of the women’s shoes that 
we sold were dress pumps,” Brad said. “Probably 
90 percent of the brands we sold back then are 
no longer in existence.”

When Brad first joined the family business, he 
was aware of a shift to athletic shoes and steered 
the business in that direction. 

The latest move has been to online shoe sales. 
It’s a move as foreign to Brad as athletic shoes 
was to his father back in the 1980s. Luckily, 
Brad’s son, Brady, is heading up Shoestore.
com. The site just celebrated a record month, 
which started up in February of 2010. While 
everyone would love to sell shoes online, Brad 
says Stout’s gets the honor because of the vendor 
relationships that it has cultivated over the last 
125 years.

Winter brings the snow, but also the holidays 
and that means holiday shopping for retailers.

 “This holiday I expect to be about the same 
as last year,” Stephanie says. “However, we have 
some hot products for the holidays that people 
will be looking for, like Australia Boots.”

It’s evident that Stout’s is looking forward; 
ready to start on the next 125 years.

STOuT AND SOLiD - 125 yEARS OF SHOES
Stout's shoes remains strong in Brownsburg and throughout metro indianapolis

C CHAMBER  
MEETINGS

9- Danville Chamber of Commerce (mem-
bers’ meeting): Wednesday, Nov. 9, 11: 15 
a.m. at Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds 
and Conference Complex, 1900 E. Main St., 
Danville. For more information, call (317) 
745-0670.

16 - There will be no Brownsburg Cham-
ber of Commerce (members’ meeting) for the 
month of November. For more information 
call (317) 852-7885

17 - Plainfield Chamber of Commerce 
(Annual Dinner meeting): Thursday, Nov. 17, 
7:30 a.m. at Plainfield Recreation & Aquatics 
Center, 651 Vestal Rd., Plainfield. For more 
information call (317) 839-3800.

22 - Avon Chamber of Commerce (mem-
bers’ meeting): Tuesday, Nov. 22, 11:30 
a.m. at Prestwick Country Club, 5197 Fair-
way Dr., Avon. For more information, call 
(317) 272-4333.

No regular November Westside Chamber 
of Commerce (members’ meeting). Next 
Chamber event is the First Anniversary Cel-
ebration December 6, 6 p.m. at The Country 
Club of Indianapolis, 2801 Country Club 
Rd., Indianapolis. RSVP required. For more 
information, call (317) 247-5002.

Photo by W
ilbur Tague

Brad & Stephanie Stout
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IN MEMORIAMI  Recent Hendricks County  
military troops remembered

Nov. 12, 2004. Marine Sergeant Morgan 
Strader, 23, Brownsburg.  Killed during fighting 
in Fallujah.  Attended Brownsburg schools 
through seventh grade. Morgan's more recent 
home was in Tennessee

Dec. 23, 2004. Marine Lance Corporal Eric 
Hillenburg, 21, Hendricks County.  Killed 
during fighting in Fallujah.  

June 6, 2006. Ind. Natl. Guard. Staff Sgt. 
Richard Blakley, 34, Avon.  Killed by small 
arms fire while on patrol in Iraq.  In April, Gov. 
Daniels was in Iraq and presented Blakely with 
Purple Heart for injured he suffered in January 
sniper attack.  Members of Company E, 38th. 
Main Support Battalion, Indpls.  Deployed as 

part of 738th. Area Support Medical Company 
from Monticello.

Nov. 22, 2006: Marine Lance Cpl. James R. 
Davenport, 20, Danville, Indiana.  Died while 
conducting combat operations in Al Anbar 
Province, Iraq.  2nd. Battalion, 3rd. Marine 
Regiment, 3rd. Marine Division, Third Marine 
Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii. 

March 17, 2008. Army Staff Sgt. Michael 
Elledge, 41, Brownsburg. Killed in Baghdad 
after vehicle hit an explosive device during 
combat operations. 1st Battalion, 68th Armor 
Regiment. 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th 
Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colorado.

WWII Army veteran Owen Stamper recalls the Battle of the Bulge
A witness to history

By Elaine Whitesides

Almost 70 years have passed since Owen 
Stamper decided to turn down a four-year 
scholarship to Purdue to join the ranks of the 
military in WWII, but he remembers it well. 

Stamper tried to enlist in several branches 
of the military, but was turned down because 
of his eyesight. The persistent 17-year-old, too 
young for the draft, learned he could volunteer 
through the Selective Service Office. So the 
next day he went to the Courthouse in Danville, 
walked in the Selective Service Office and up to 
Marie Kay Parker and announced he wanted to 
join the Army. She sent him to the Armory in 
Indianapolis and when asked if he thought he 
could make it in the Army, he said, “I know I can 
make it in the Army” and was told, “You’re in.”

After a short stint at Fort Benjamin Harris, he 
was sent to Oregon for basic training and then to 
State College of Washington in Pullman, Wash. 
to the Army Specialized Training Program 
(ASTP).

“The ASTP took nine months,” says Stamper, 
“and by the time we got through those three 
terms, better than half of the group had flunked 
out.” Stamper’s class was the last as the program 
was discontinued. Even though he had excelled, 
he was left without the rank he had been 
promised. Ten out of the group were transfered 
to the 11th Armored Division where Stamper 

became a tanker.
The M7 tank, aptly named the Wabash 

Cannonball, was manned by six men, each with 
a specific job. The chief of section lead the group, 
the second in command was the gunner, then 
there was the driver and the No. 1 and No. 2 
men, who handled the ammunition. The No. 
1 man also manned the 50-caliber machine 
gun during man-to-man fighting, and that was 
Stamper’s job.

Stamper’s battalion received orders to get 
to Bastogne France as quickly as possible. The 
bloodiest battle of WWII was underway – the 
Battle of the Bulge. 

The Battle of the Bulge was a German 
offensive for which the Americans and allies 
were not really prepared. However, over about 
two months, the allies won and that contributed 
to the end of the war, which followed a few 
months later.

The 10,001 men and their artillery, including 
tanks, arrived in France aboard pontoon boats 
and within days, the Division was on the front 
lines moving through the snow and ice while 
temperatures reached well below zero.

In all, the Wabash Cannonball traveled 
more than 300 miles through Germany and 
into Belgium. The tankers ate frozen K-rations, 
mostly hash. Stamper smiles as he says getting a 
can of beans and franks was a luxury, like Sunday 
lunch. The crew slept in their clothes on the 
ground with a wool blanket because 
despite the below-zero temperatures, 
it was warmer outside the tank than 
inside. 

Stamper’s face and feet were severely 
frostbitten. The skin on his face peeled 
off and his feet swelled so much he 
couldn’t wear his boots. He found a 
pair that had been discarded and he 
wore them for the next two months, 
never taking them off for fear of not 
getting them back on. In Luxemburg 
they finally reached a first aid station 
set up in an old school. There were two 
new, young doctors who provided Stamper with 
a salve for the skin on his face and told him that 
when he went to bed that night to be sure to 
leave his feet uncovered. 

“If I had had a 2x4 I would have hit him with 

it,” says Stamper. It was obvious the doctor slept 
in a bed each night while the tankers did not. 
Their comfort was that their bedrolls were stored 
above the transmission to keep warm enough 
not to be frozen solid by nightfall. 

The tank division would repeatedly stop, set 
position, fire and then move to the next location, 
making their way across the front line. They 
called it the rat races – chasing the Germans, 
never retreating. 

One significant stop was in St. Vith. He said 
they discovered a prison of war encampment 
full of allied troops that had been massacred. 
Ultimately, Stamper says, “that made us more 
determined to move ahead.”

The Wabash Cannonball was involved in a 
lot of heavy fighting, against Hitler 
Youth and the SS and the 
regular troops. The crew saw 
the liberation of people 
from prisons and death 
camps.

“We were not 
innocent,” says 
Stamper, “We 
were not 

angels. You don’t think about it while you’re 
doing it. It’s 10 years later.”

Stamper believes that most would agree 
that they would do it again and hopes people 
understand the support needed. He says, “I you’re 
going to win this war, you’ve got to fight the 
war. Don’t get into war if you’re not prepared 
to win it. Sometimes it takes taxes to pay for 
ammunition and equipment.”

The entire Wabash Cannonball crew survived 
the campaign, although Stamper lost other 
friends. “Lots more people were injured,” he says, 
“not only crippled in their bodies, but in their 
minds as well.”

The 11th Armored Division survivors held 
reunions annually from 1946 until the last in 
Fort Knox, Ky. in 2010 when the numbers 
of survivors and those that could travel had 
dwindled to a handful. 

Many gone, but certainly not 
forgotten.

Subm
itted Photos

Owen Stamper, 1943

Owen Stamper stands next to a M7 tank at Fort Knox in 1981.

The crew of M7 tank, the Cannonball Express in Austria, 1945. Clockwise, from 
left are Owen Stamper, Milton Ekross, Joe Mastowski, George Wyland, and Paul 
Sopchak. Elias Vaiz is at the top.
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